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GET READY TO ACT

—_——

Unusual Warlike Activity is Shown at
Washington,

OFFICERS ARE ASSGVED TO COMMAND

—

Admiral Sicard Retires and Oaptain
Bampeon Succeeds Him,

FIGHTING BOB EVANS TAKES THE IOWA

—_—

Bpanish Torpedo Flotilla
Canaries.

Leaves the

THIS ACTION MAY HASTEN A CONFLICT

@blnrl OMecern Hold Tmportant Cons
ferencen with the [Presldent,
and a Protest Many De

Sent to Spaln, o

WASHINGTON, March 24 —The Inst day
before the arrival of the report of the Malae
eourt of Inquiry was one of unexampled
activity In all official quarters.

Advices came early that the Spanish tor-
pedo flotilla had salled from the Canariea
for Porto Rico and from this momint the
most energetle warllke measures followed
one another In congtant succession.

The movement of this fleet has  been
watched with the keenest Interest, as It was
felt to Involve serious possibilities which
might compel the Unlted States government
to protest agalnst the movement as of a hos-
tile character,

Immediately on the receipt of the officlal
dispatch from one of our naval attaches

*ihroad, briefly announcing the salling of the
fleat, the fact was made known to the presi-
dent and an earnest conference was held
between him and Secretary Long and As-
slgtant Secretary Roogevell, The serlousness
of the movement was fully consldered and
tho presldent wra advised that naval strat-
egists regarded It as eseantinl that this tor-
pedo fleet should mot be allowed to reach
western watera. What, If any, conclusion
was reached 1s not known,

Later In the day the Spanish minister,
Senor Polo y Bernabe, called at the Btate
department and epent some time with Judge
Day. It was naturally faferred that the ap-
proach of the Spanish flotilla was one of the
subjects referred to. Whether there was any
gugzestion agalngt the move was not dis-
closed by Judge Day or the Spanish minis-
ter hoth of whom maintalned the stricteat
roticence regarding the conference and re-
fused to epeak concerning It

BICARD I8 RETIRED,

Following the flotllla announcement [m-
portant naws followed rapldly. The first
was the sunouncement by SBecretary Long In-
dicating the placlng of our squadron and
fleet cn 3 war feoting,

Admiral S8icard has been granted leave,
very much te the regret of the Navy de-
partmont, and altogether on account of his
health,

Caplain 8ampson hns  been made com-
mander of the fleet at Key Wesat.

Capinin Evans has been ordered to take
command of the battleship lowa.

The orders to the $quadron in Hampton
Roads have not yet been (ssued,

CGaptaln Sampzon, who now assumes com-
mand of the North Atlantic squadron, s
regarded as one of the best equipped of-
ficers in the navy, having seen active service
during the civll war and since then having
ocoupled many lmportant positions. He Is
& high authority on naval ordnance, and be-
fore taking comimand of the lowa was chlet
of the buremu of ordmance of the Navy de-
partment. He is between G0 and 60 yearse
of nge, & student of naval affalrs, of geunial
temperament and ls consldered an officer of
exceptional executive abllity.

The rétirement of Admiral Sicard hus the
effect of ralsing Captain Sampson to the
rank of commodore. He Is a native of New
York, entered the service In September,
1857, and has been over forty years in active
service, nearly fourteen of which were spent
on the sea. He concluded his last cruise
in June, 1892, since which time he served
as chief of the bureau of ordnance up to the
time of his assignment to the command of
the lows.

Hardly less lmportant than the assign-
ment of Captain Sampson was the practical
determination to place Commodore W, 8§,
Sohley In command of the fleet now assem-
bling at Hampton Roads. This will consisl
of the battleships Massachusetts and Texus,
the eruisers Brooklyn, Minneapolls and
Columbla and such other ships us may be
asslgned. 1t Is commonly konown as the fly-
ing squadron, the iden belng to make Hamp-
ton Roads the base of operalions and yel
to glve Commodore Schley easy and effective
cornlsing distance of the entire sweep of the
Atlantle seaboard north of that point.

The two commands, under Commodore
Sampson and Commodore Schley, will be ol
equal dignity, and will be entirely independ-
ent of each other for the present at least,

BUHLEY HAS GOOD JUDGMENT,

Commodore Schley commands the fullest
confidence of the administration and of Sec-
retary Long for his good judgment and ability,
puring the present crigis he has beco fre-
quently called Into consultation with the
navy chiefs, who recognized his complete
famitlarity with every detall of naval pro-
cedure.

When the flylng squadron was first sug-
gested, his name naturally presented lteell
as probably the fittest man in the service
for that particulae duty., He came promptly
into publie notice by the succesaful prosar-
cutiom of the Greeley rellet expedition, and
later as commander of the Baltimore at Val-
paraieo st the time of the Chillan revolu-
tion.

Captain Robley Evans is better known aa
“Fighting Bob."

The next Important move was a determina-
tlon to create a Joiot commission from the
War and Navy departments so as to lwing
them into barmonious actiem on all matters,
Captaln Barker, the naval alde of Secretary
Long, was deslgnated to represent the Navy
department in this common plan of actice.
The representative of the War departimeut
has not yet been named. It will not be
necessary for these two officess to leave
Waashington, as they can best arrange a
joint plan of ectlon in counference with the
bureau chiefs of the two departmenta here,

Then at the close of the day came an an-
pnouncement that the Navy departiment had
succeeded ln purchasing eight steam yachis
and four steam tuge, presumably at or pear
New York, for use In the auxiliary uaval
fleet. The boile are about 400 tons each, and
in an emergency would be sultable as tor-

e boais.

flostest along the Atlantic coast, and are
sald to te somewhat similar to The May-
flower, recently purchased of the Ogden
Goelet estate, This acquisition to the navy
ls regarded as an exceptionally valuable one
at the present time, as the greatest need ls
telt tor small eraft sultahle aa torpedo boats
and dispatch boats. There was additloral
satisfaction at the Navy department at the
large number secured in a single purchase.

The names and amounts pald for the
varfous yachts and tugs are not discloaed,
as It Is mald this would prove an embarrags-
ment to the government in promoting specu-
lation on other craft for which negotiations
are now proceeding.

CALL ON THE PRESIDENT.

Throughout the day the White House pre-
sented an animated appearance. Senators
and representatives from  both political
parties called to confer with the president,
Among the callers were: Senators Cullom,
Falrbanks, Lodge, Aldrich, Jones (Ark.) and
Spooner, amnd ‘Representative Balley, the
democratle floor leader in the house.

The president sald to aeveral of hin visitors
today in discussing the gituation that he
would do everylhing consistent with the
honor and dlgnity of the country to avert
war, and he still belleved war ecould be
averted, He also sald he believed the gov-
ernment of Epain waa as anxious for peace
ax we are, but at the same time he dld not
hesitate to admit the gravity of the sltua-
tion.

The president frankly acknowledges that
% Lelloves the report of the board of In-
quiry will find that the Malue was blown
up from the outside, His program has
been definitely decided. It is his purpose
to treat the blowing up of the Maine es aa
ineldent. The report of the board Wil be
gent to congress on Monday with a very
brief message relating to the events leading
up to that point and informing cOngress
that the facts contalned In the report have
been cabled to Madrid to be lald before the
Spanish government by Minlster Woodlord,

No demand will be made upon Spain, but
the laying of the facts before the Spanish
government will be equivalent to calling on
Spiln for an explanation egnd such actlon as
it may deem proper,

It Is the purpose of the house leaders
to refer the report and message to the ¢om-
mittee on forelgn affairs without debate.
To this purpose, It Is belleved, the demo-
crats of the house have acquiesced, reserv-
Ing the right to demand action if the re-
port from the commitiee !s too long de-
lnyed,

Much will then depend on Spain's re-
sporse, but there are those clise to the
pregident who belleve that by the time the
roport le eent to congress [t will drop out
as a factor In the siluation,

CALL FOR INTERVENTION.

The second part of the presldents pro-
gram reached the maln question and in-
volves Intervention on humanitarian
grounds within a weok or ten days after
the report of the board goes to congress. It
will be to relleve the starvation in Cuba
ard upon Spaln's acqulescence |n or objee-
tlon to this act will depend peace or war. A
prominemt member of the house sald today
that In his opinlon the next (wo wecks
would determine what It would be, .

Buch information as exists here leads
those close to the president to belleve that
the Span!sh government will go to any
length it dares to pregerve peace. The queen
regent '8 especially anxlous to prevent war
and It Is believed the minlstey will go just
as far a@ it can without jeopardizing its own
oxistence and survival of the present Span-
Ish dynasty,

The Navy department was advised today
of the salling of the monitor Terror from
Mew York to Key West, the arrival of the
Texns at Hampton Roads, the Purltan at
Newport News and of the monitorsa Monad-
nock and Monterey at San Franclsco. The
battleship Texas came up from Key West,
making an exceptionally quick run for a
vessel of Its class,

The Spanish authoritles here have heen
Informed that some time ago Captain Sigs-
bee asked permission to use dynamite In
the destruction of the Maine. This was re-
fused by Captain General Blanco, for the
reason, it 1s explained, that as there are evil
dignosed persons who Inslst that the Malne
was blown up from external causes, the
Spanish authorities do not want the wreck
destroyed, as It affords all the evidence ob-
tainable as to the actual cause of the dis-

aster,
MASON WOULD FIGHT.

Senator Mason of Illinois was at the Navy
department during the moming and was one
of the first to learn that the Spanish torpedo
flotilla has left the Canarles. He talked
with the officers on this move, and later,
when asked what he thought of this action
by Spain, sald:

“It means that they are coming to this
pide either to fight the Insurgents or to
fight us, The Insurgents are in the moun-
taing and the torpedo boats will hardly be
used to fight them, unless they succe®d in
putting wings on them, That seems to par-
row down the purpose of thelr coming., 1 do
not know what the naval authorities intend
to do about this move, but If T had my way,
that torpedo flotilla would turn back If It
took every ship In the United Stales navy
to stop It."

Secretary Long had  a
Asaide from secing

bugy morning.
the president, he raw
Senators Hawley, Lodge and many other
publie men. The secratary =aid he had no
knowledge of the purchase of a torpeio boat
In Germany. It was reported that this pur.
chose had been closed yesterday, hut the
fact I8 not known to the Navy department.

The Navy department ls informed of the
departure of the crulser Clucinnat] and the
gunboats Castine and Wilmingten from Port
Antonlo, Jamalea, last evening, but offl-
clals decline to say where they are hound.
1t has been reported that they have just gone
off on a short erulse and will return to the
Jamalea port.

What s regarded as a more prebable the-
ory as to their movements, howeyer, I8 ‘hat
when heard from they will be at Key West
or some other port In the Unlted States.
They are not pirtleularly etrong ships and
in thelr present position they might possibly
fall a prey to the more powerful Spanish
fleet o Cuban waters in the event of a con-
fiiet,

Inasmuch ss considerations of this char-
acter resulted In the recall of the cruiser
San Franelsco and the gunboats Helena and
Banecroft from the Buropean station, It la
ont unlikely that the game course will be
followed In the case of the three vessels
last reported at Port Antonlo, whose poal-
tion Is regarded by naval stnilegiets as even
more exposed and dangersus in the event
of hostilities than was the case with the
European squadron of about the same size
and power,

The Cinclunatl end Castine were attached
to the Scuth Atlantie statlon and thelr with-
drawal for service in the home statlon leaves
the pavy without a single representative in
Southi American waters, just as is the cuse

with the European station. The arrival of

il me

| ent started an Ionvestigation.

OMAHA, FRIDAY MORNING, MA:

ON THE YELLOW KID'S TRAIL

Running Down a Bensational Rumor About
Maine Disaster,

—

STCRY SHOWN TO BE A VZRY WILD FAKE

Report that RSpanisnh Diver Planted a
Mine and Wns Afterwards Killed
in Shown Up as
\ Falne.

Ll

(Copyright, 1508, by Press Tullishing Company.)

HAVANA, March 24.—(New York World
Cablegram—Special  Telegram.)—From the
time of the Maine disaster first one nnd
then another newspaper has recelved the
story of Barquin, the Spanish diver. Not-
withstanding the almost 1mpmracticabllity of
the taak attributed to him, there are many
Cubans here who cherish and belleve every
word of the thousand and one versions mys-
teriovsly whicpered amongst the Barquin be-
Hevers, At first the story was only insinua-
tion. The tropleal Imagination of a Cuban
elitor at Key West transformed 1t into a
stactling plece of alleged news. From there
It was wired all over the country and back
to Havana for verification. I at once and
In & few hours obtained sufMclent evidence
to brand the Barquin affair as false, but
tater it appeared in a new, alarming and
susplclous sequel to the original story, which
had made it imperative to prove or dhs-
prove without delay. From varlous quar-
ters I receiver hints and clews to discover
the real perpetrator of the horrible erime.
Men of atanding In Cuban clrcles are In-
clined to belleve the truth of the story.
Then a word could not be obitalned, At last
1 determined to devote the necessary time
and money to ascertain the facts In the
cago and thue once for all settle disquleting
doubts, The atory told was thla:

Darquin, a diver earning an occasional
dollar by worklug at a hazardous occupation
in harbor Habana, had mysteriously disap-
pearcd after the explosica of the Malne. His
death by polscn was soon announced and then
a wilder story was set In elreulation of how
he had been offered $5,000 by the Spaniards
of Muralla eireet to place a mine or tor-
pedo under the battleship and how, after he
had accomplished his missicn, he was ine
velgled Into agaln descending to Inepect the
hull of the Spanish crulser and while down
the pumpe were stopped, the air tube wae
cut and the diver left to die at the bottom
of Havana harbor, silencing forever the
tongue that could betray his employers.

Thig ewemed so much like a dime aovel
gtory that It was soon corrected, and then
It was whispered that Barquin bad been
po'soned during a supper to which his ac-
complices had invited him. On taking sick
he had called his wite and told her he was
not dying & natural death, but had surely
been polsonied to cheat him out of the blood
money promised. He then confesvzd his hor-
rible erime and with the last word expired.
The e&tory further added that the wife of
Barquin, who loves a ‘‘drop of the eraythur
now and then,” took too much and revealed
the confesslon confided by her dying hua-
band. It was also veported that Mrs, Bar-
quin had been quietly arreated, conducted to
Aldercens hospital and Immured as a lunatie,
Next day it was anomounced ®he bad dled by
polson.

These were the maln pelnts In the stocy,
f0 with these alleged facts your correspond-
It did not take
long 1o discoyer discrepancies in the story
Arriving fo Regla, the little dilapidated, ditty
old town, lylng opposite Havana, on the bay,
we soon found the quarter frequented by
the Darquin family, finding a mutual firlend
who knew the dead man. We wended our
way through the filthy streets up the hil
and finally halted before a tumble-down;
weather-beaten board shanty. Here we found
a relatlve of the supposed criminal, who,
after much persuasion, admitted that there
was not 4 graln of truth In the story.

Not satisfled with thls, we sent for the
dead man's son, who waa well known te
my friend. He sald his father had mot been
under water for over a year, as he suffered
geverely from teart and kidaey trouble.
Furthermore, he was a good man, and could
aot be bought by Spanlsh gold to commit
such an actlon against the American war
ship., His stepmother could never make any
such statement as they attributed to her,
Bhe was not confined in a hospital, mor was
she dead, and as proof be Invited me to av-
company him, which 1 did. Only a ahort
distance away, he entered a neat little house
agad presented me to bis mother, The poor
woman claimed that enemles had started the
elory to do her harm, and that there wae
not & word of truth in any of the verslons
After parting with them, we made several
other Inquirles In the nelghborhood, fully
corrobovating the widow's story.

GEORGE BRONSON REA.

SAMPSON'S PROVOTION A SURPRISE,

Nnyvnl OMeers, However, Say He Pos-
nennes Great Encergy.

KEY WEST, Fla.,, March 24 —Tho news
that Captain Willlam fampson of the lowa
had succeeded Hear Admiral Elcard in com-
mand of the fleet caused no end of excite-
ment among the caval ofMicers here. The ad-
miral himsel! knew nothing of the change
until shown the Associated Press dispatch.
Captain Gampson remalned on the lowa
throughout the day, and was notified of his
promotion at a late hour through the same
souroe,

The appointment of Captain Robley '‘Evans,
“Fighting Bob," to command the lowa haas
created intense enthusizsm among the
younger naval element, and caused great
watisfactidn all around. ‘Rear Admiral S8icar!
wiil return home on waltlng orders, and the
Towa will probably remain the flagship.

The pathos of Rear Admiral Sicard's re-
tirement at this critlcal stage appeals to all
who have kpown or served under him. One
saval ofcer sald this evening:

“It was evident that the admiral's failing
bhealth made it lmpossible for him to retain
command at thls trylng juncture. But the
way in which he has struggled agalnst
bodily allmenis In the endeavor to devote the
closing months of a splendid forty years'
service to active duty is & chapter of herolsm
as gallant as any victory Io naval history.”

An unidentified body from the Malne,
which was brought here from Havana, was
interred today. The remaine were followed
to the grave by a squad of blue jackets.
Chaplain Royce of the flagahip New York
read the burial service.

Rear Admiral Sicard feels deeply the
necessity of severing his connection with the
fleet. *“Uatll recently,” he sald tonight, “I
have hardly been on the alck list for a week.
lliness and 1 bave been strangers. It is pot

without the greatest regret that I part from

wmy old command, Captain Sampson s a
splendid officer.”

Rear Admiral Ricard will leave shortly
with his wife and daughter, but e bas not

. \- A - J_"l‘ T,
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ONJECTS TO “w- ING MAINE,
——

Spnin Is Very Emphatds Against Soch
n Com .
(Copyright, 1598, by Fress ishing Company.)

MADRID, March 84— York World
Cablegram — Special  Telagram.)—Imparcial
alone states that the councll of mialsters
of state tolay decided to send a note by
telegraph to Washington to express the sir-
prire of the Epanish governmeont at the pe-
titlon to deatroy the wreck of the Malne be-
fore the two governmenta have ofMclaly com-
municated to each other the reporte of their
respective commissions and essentlal da‘a
for subsequent resolutions. Hpaln hopes the
president will walt vetil this customary ex-
change of correspondence has taken plnce
to begin to negotiate on a matter requiring
much sincerity, because the hanor and dig-
nity of Spain demand & publie recognition of
honesty In Its acls and jotentions. Impar-
cial adde that the probable note will dwell
on the damage done te Bpauish efforts In
Cuba by preparations and movements of war
veseels on the part of Amerim.

Sagasta and Morel went to the palace to
convey to the queen thé Intelligence that
Consul Leo had been lastructed by his gov-
ernment to ask permission of the aulhoritics
of Havana to begin to.remove the wreck of
the Malne, which Marshal Dlanco had re-
fused. On leaving the palace Sagasta told
Spanish reporters that the government had
deolded to telegraph approving the refusal
of Blanco. Much sensatlgn Is caused In Ma-
drid by this incldeat, ‘though the govern-
ment 18 entirely endéersed by the press to-
night, Epanlarda do pot want the wreck re-
moved yet, as they consider It might be
very useful for purposesa of arbltration, be-
cause they declioe to belleve 1t possible that
Amerlea would object to allow the report of
its commisrion to be submitted to arbitra-
tlon If It really clashes with that of the
Spanish commission, and the Havana author-
ities’ assertion that ap accidental and In-
terier explosion cauged the destruction of
the Maine, Indeed, It I8 curfous to observe
how the ldea Is gaining ground in the gov-
erning (lasges of Spain that all present dif-
flculties between the two countries, Includ-
Ing the Malne affair, could be settled peace-
fully If both sides would make up thelr
minds to go half way and If both govern-
ments do not allow themselves to be dregged
on by popular and parllamentary pressure.

Mudrid papers are unapimous today In
applauding both Marsha! Blanco and the
government for resisting American preten-
slons to remove the remajns of the wreck
of the Maline, They equally are unanlmous
In saylng that America has thus committed
a mistake calenlated to apeate an unfavor-
able Impression thromghaut the whole world
agalnst America on accoynt of unseeming
haste in withing to destroy the chlef ele-
ment of evidence claimied by  both sides.
The Madrid press argues that the pretenslon
shows that America I8 preparing to cast off
thp mavk and reveal elearly that the Maine
ivcldent only kerves Ak a pretext for open-
Ing up other ssues of thy Cuban question
having absolutely nothing to do with the
unfortunate and aceldenial catasirophe. The
government, therefors, is a touch with pub-
lie opinion when [t will insist oo diseussing
the Maloe Incldent ll'pa.‘ﬁ,la on- the merite
of the oase and the reSpevtive reports of the
commission® with a view (o sift the tech-
nieal evidence and vindicate the henor and
dignity of Spaln. Consequently It could not
assent to the destruction of the wreek, the
principal element of cenflicting evidence,

ARTHUR B. HOUGHTON.

DYNAMITE ON THE MAINE WRECK.

Captain Sigshee and Conaul Lee Doih
Moke Explanations,
HAVANA, March 24.—~Regarding the use of
dynamlite by the contractlng wreckers Cap-

taln Slgabee sald teday:

“More has been made out of the matter
than was warranted by the facts, which are
simply these, The contractors asked my
permigsion to use dyramite In small quanti-
tles, and also geked to uep dypamite tape to
blow off protuberances, angles, ete, where
the wreckage Is so entangled that It Is very
difficult to hoist. There never was any in-
tentlon to use the explosive In large enough
quantitiea to destroy the wreck. [ sub-
mitted the request of the contractors to Ton-
#ul General Lee, for him to ask permission
of the €panish authoritles, and 1 also asked
for orders from the Unlted States Navy de-
partment. Both our own and the Spanish
authorities refused the necessary permission,
That is all there was to the matter.'”

On the subject General Lee sald: *'I
tranemitted Captain Sigshee's request, made
on the part of the contractors, to Captain
General Bianco, and 1 recelved a reply that
the matter was too important to be settied
without reference to Madrid. General Blanco
also Intimated that the United States cour!
of Ingquiry having sat Ip judgment on the
disaster to the Maline, 1t would be unwise to
destroy the wreck on which juigment was
formed. Last evening I had word from
Captaln Sigabee that the United Gtatea Navy
department forbade the use of dynamite on
or about the wreck, The papers here today
say Madrid has sustained General Blanco's
prohibition against the use of dyramite c¢n
the wreek,”

MAINE'S OFFICERS OKDERED HOME,

Includes All Exeept Lieutenant Wain-
wright, in Charge of Wrecking.
WASHINGTON, March 24.—Orders wese
issued today detaching Cuptain Sigabee and
other officers from the Maipe at Havana and
ordering them to proceed- home and awalt
orders. These officers are: Captain C. D.
Sigebee, Chlef Engineer C) P. Howell, Sur-
geon l. G. Henneberger, Paymuoster Charles
M. Ray, Chaplain J. P. Chidwick and Naval
Cadets J, H. Holden asd 'W. T. Cluverius.
This Mst includes all the ‘surviving officers
of the ill-fated battlesbdp who bave remalned
on duty st Havana since the destruction of
the ship on February 15,0 with the single
exception of Lieutenant Commander Richard
Wainwiight, executive officer of the vessel,
Commander Wulnwright lsdn speclal charge
of the wrecking operation® and swill remain
at Havana untll they are conciuded.
HAVANA, March 24—Orders to return
home were recelved this afternoon by Cap-
tain Slgshee and the other officera of the
Maine now hepe, and all will go north ex-
cept Lieutenant Commander Walnwright,
Chaphiin Chadwick will go with the officers.
Lieutenant Commander Walnwright, who
will remain in charge of the wrecking oper-
ations, will have his quartérs as now on the
Fern, Commander Cowles commanding. Cap-
tain Sigsbee and his brother officers expect
to leave for the noefh by the Olivette on
Saturday,

Mutinee for Malne Monument,

BALTIMORE, March 24.—A matinee ben-
efit in ald of the monument fund to the men
who were killed in the Maine disaster wos
held here this afterncon at Ford's grand
opera house, all the companies playing in
Baltimore taking part. Mra Presideat Me-
Kinley was the gueat of homor. Bhe came

1808—-TWELVE

PAGES.

Its Oustodians Arrive at the Oapitol
Promptly on Time.

SECRETARY LONG RECEIVES IT TODAY

It Will Then e Taken to the Presl-
dent nnd Ne Rend at & Cabinet
Meeting Defore Golng to

Congroess, .

—_—

WASHINGTON, March 24.—The report of
the naval board of Inquiry Into the Malne
disaster was recelved Im Washington at
9:85 tonight.

The four naval ofMicers who have guarded
it, watch and watch, since Ita departure
from Key West, were hustled at once Into a
carriage by an attache of the Navy depart-
ment and driven to the Ebbitt house where
they tried to ocatch a {ttke much-necled
eleep, and at the same time withstand the
crowd of newspaper men who thronged the
lobby In hopes of some stray bita of infor-
mation which had escaped the scrutiay of
aumerous correspondents along the route.

The party consisted of Lieutenant Com-
mander Marix, Lisutenant John Hond,
Lieutenant Carl Jungen, Passed Asgsistant
Enlgneer Bowers, A. T. Marlx, g4 nephew
of the judge advocate, and Ship Carpenter
Helms of the Malne's Hll-fated crew,

There was an immense crowl walllng at
the depot when the train pulled In, The
naval contingent was In the last sleeper of
the train, and deftly avolded the crush by
alighting at the upper end of the platform
and golng out across the tracks, All were
thoroughly tired and Commander Marix was
asleep Im the corner of his seat when the
traln pulled In, and was gently shaken into
scnsibllity by hls companions who were on
guard, .

The party was met al the steps of the car
by ILdeutenant Ward of the Navy depart-
ment, the sole representative of Secretary
Long. He Informed Commander Marlx that
the secratary would not recelve the report
tonlght, and gatherimg the tired travelers
under hl= protectlvg wing made for the
hack stand through the rapidly thickening
erowd which, balked of its prey at the gate,
had swarmed out over the pavement to get
a glimpse of the outside of the much her-
alded report,

HOCD CARRIES THE PAPERS.

Licutenant Mood, as the most muscular
member of the party, carrled the bulky
paper in a white canvas bag slung under his
arm. It must have weighed ten or twenty
pounds without its carrying case, and por-
tended endless reams of complicated testl-
mony to be digeated by the administration
before the next step in the progress of the
Malne Incllent can be taken

That the whole party carrying the report
was armed was demonstrated In a rather
theatrical way just as they were about to
get Into the carrlage. The crowd closed
| areundetire-party-and jostled them consider-
ably. Some one ran against the end of the
mysterious canvas bag in which the report
was concenled, Quick as a flash Lieutenant
Heod's hand went back to his hip and Lieu-
tenant Jungen lald his hand on the butt of a
revolver that was sticking from hls slde
pocket, The movements were sufficlent to
prevent further jostling,

On being driven to the Ebbitt house the
whole party retired, firat having ordcred some
light refreshments to their rooms,

It was not long before the report of their
arrival spread, and the lobby was filled with
a curlous crowd of Mdlers, while the negro
bell Voys worked gvertime carrylng up cards
from the various correspondents In search of
an Interview,

Young Marix was deputed as a sort of press
committee, and met all Inquirers with the
slereotyped reply, I don't know,"” to every
questlon. It may be sald, however, that the
report, In due proeess of law, must first be
delivered to the secretary of the navy, and
this, according to all precedents, will be at
the Navy department, It will then be sub-
mitted to President McKinley, upon whose
declslon Its future migrations will depend.

WAR PREPARATIONS ARE GOING ON.

Activity is Reported In All Parts of
the Country,

SPRINGFIELD, Mass,, March 24.—There
are stored in the different aréenals In this
clty 102,000 Springfiold rifles. These are of
the old wmodel. Besldes these there are
stored In other argenals In  the country
rasdy for lssuance to troops 200,000 of the
same model of rifle. Added to these there
aro stored in the arsenals here 60,000 Krag-
Jorgensen rifles, making a total available
today of 362,000 stand of arms.

The nominal output of the armory ls 102
rifles a day, working elght hours per day.
With the three shifts which are to be put
ol a8 socn a8 aArrangemeonts are perfecied
the output will eventually be 160 a day.

Thero are also wtored in the Springfield
arecnal 65,000 3pringfeld vifies of 30 caliber,
besides 40,000 rifies of 456 caliber, which are
unservicorble, but which can soon, with but
little work, be put ln order.

NEW YORK, March 24.—The work of put-
ing Fort Slocum, Fort Schuyler and Wil-
lett's Polwl lnto thelr higheat state of ef-
flelency his heen nearly completed,
recruits from the new Sixth artillery have
grrived at Fort Elocum and the total number
of recrults for the new reglment Is now =290,

NEWPORT, R. 1., March 24.—Orders have
been recelved here to ship crews for the new
sorpedo boats Gwyn and Talbot,

CLEVELAND, 0., Magch 24.—A dispatch
from Erle, Fu., saya the crew of the lake
gunbcat Michlgan bus been ordered to the
eeaboard,

MISHING

Remalnse of Lientenant Jenkins Are
Brought Up from the Water,
HAVANA, March 24.—The body of Llen-
tenant Friend W, Jenkins of the Maine was
found early this momalug near the torpedo
tute aft, as it has been hoped would be the
case. The remains, of course, were badly
decompese], though not 8o bad as many oth-
ers found previously sines the explosion.
It was recognizable aside from the cloth-
ing. On his finger was found a gold clasp
ring with a bloodstons seal with his motio-
giam, and lnslde the lnscription, “F. W,
Jenkins, Class ‘86, U. 8. N. A" Private
papers were aleso found In his coat pockets,
The bady will he prepared for buria! as
well as possible, and will be enclosed In a
metallle casket and sent to Key West on
Saturday. Thence it will be disposed of as
decided by the relatives of the deceased in

the United States.

PITTSBURG, Pa., March 24.—The mother
of Lieutenant Jenkins wae shown the hnlle
tin announcing the finding of her son's body,
Bho was very much affected, but thankful
that the strain of uncertainty has been ve-

FIND BODY OF OFFICER.

over from Washiugton on & tmin arriving st
= ) ¥ |L' I-‘.'_'r"- “‘-'I’. .-;I_. )

REPORT IS IN WASHINGTON

Fifty |

= =

GLE COPY FIVE CENTS.

ETIN.

l;nmbrlr Winds,
Art.

Page,
1 Government
Another Mal Exploded,
m Repor ‘anhington,
on Speaks on Cubn,
Two New Hatileahips Launched,
Nebrankn Newn,
Ohlo River %11 Rising,
Editorinl and Comment,
Exposition Fish Exhiblt \
Union Pacific Employes Confer,
Affalrs at South Omahn,
Council Hinff= Locnl Matterns
lown Legisintive Proceedings,
T Niack Nills Mining News,
Newn from the Farther West,
Omnaha Man Shoots Well,
B Omaha Pats on 0 New Dress,
Welcome for President Scharman.
0 Uncle Sam's YSaval Vietories,
Omnha’s Pollee Foree ANl Torn Up.
Imporiant Paving Decinlon.
Clty Donds to Ne Rendvertined,
Commereinl and Financinl News.
Exploring the Yukon's Bar,
Memorles of Sinve Dayw,

AT W

a

11
13

Tempernture at Omnhnt

‘Hour. Dem. Hour, Dex.
B . ma.eess 27 1L Moweoss B
O a Mm...... 20 2 p. Moweess BT
T A M. 28 A p. Mmosonss BN
B o, m..ooees B2 4 Miseass BD
D oA, Moo 07 5 p.om,. an
10 o, Mawsves 44 a p m.., n8
11 Mo M. oases AR T .o m.. nn
12 Micossesss BB NP ®i,..ess D2
0P ML AN

——

P — — -
fately that her boy would be found nlive,
through some miracle.

The family this evening recelved a mes-
sage from Key West algned Crowninshield
gaying Licutenant Jenkins' body had been
fully identified and asking what dlaposition
ghould be made of it. Instructlona were
sent at once and the remalns will leave Key
West Saturday night, reachiong here Tucsday
or Wednestay of next week.

Owlng to the reported decomposed condl-
tlon of the body It has been determined to
have It taken direet to the Sampson under-
taking establishment on Sixth avenue, from
whenee the funeral will take place, with
Rev, Leech, pastor of Grace IBplscopal
church, Allegheny, effichting,

Arrangements are making to give the dead
hero a military funeral, to bo participated In
by the entlre Natlonal Guard and naval re-
gorves located here.

The mother of the dead lleutenant kas sue-
cumbed, and tonlght i8 completely  Ppros-
trated, but her physicians have no fear of
gorious resulta,

THEY LIKE SAMPSON'S PROMOTION.

Nuval OMeers nt Havann Are Mleaded
with the Appolntment.
(Copyright, 1858, by Press Publishing Company.)
HAVANA, March 24.—(New York World
Cablegram—Speclal Telegram.)—Nuval ofll-
pers are pleased with Sampson’s reported ape
polntment as fleet commander. Thia action
ls regarded as significant of the presidenttal
approval of the board's report ahead of time.
Although all officers here but Walnwright
have been ordered home by Saturday’s
steimer, Captain- Sigsbee hes asked that
Chaplain Chadwigk and _Surgeon Henne-
berger be detalned at Havana. Misa Har-
ton's return s universally declared to be
clearlng the deck for a musinesslike and
proper distributlon of American charity. Her
Wame hes been of great use In thls move-
ment, but now that food is coming in hun-
dreds Instead of tons, clear, vigorous execu-
tive minda are neetled to direct its proper
distribution. Since the new direetor took hold
things have gone with a jump. For almost
the first time in the history of the Cuban
custom hovse a shipload has been cleared
before the arrival of the vessel. Tomorrow
i a holiday, but Saturday will see hun-
dreds of tons of food unloaded and on Sun-
dey 1t will start In solld trainloads over
Cuban rallreads for Cuba’s hungry. The
local press continues ol §octing to American
charity, but advences no other means of

feeding the starving thousanda,

It is reported that Havana's eplendid
flogting dock will now finally be tested by
loadipg it with the big Vizcaya with Us
bunkers full of ccal. So far the dock has
acted very well anfl is a most valuable nd-
ditlcn te the Spanish or any navy. Had
Spaln had It sooner more fillbustering expes
ditlone would bave been caught. JIron via-
sels foul very mapidly lo these iIntensely
sally, troplcal waters,

I am able to state deflinltely that Spain
has not officially yet objected to the wreck-
ors’ use of dynamite In removing the turret
top 80 as to secure the big ten-Inch guns.
Consul Lee has recelved no watlsfaction from
Blanco a8 to what apswer Madrid mzkes to
Sigsbee’s request, The project Is tempxi-
rarily abandoned through direct lnstructions
to Slgebee yesterday from Secretary Long.
Without the use of dynamite it will be al-
mosat Impossible to secure the valuable blg
guna before the rapld submarine growth
rulns the bores.

The good bishop'e blegsing of the Amerlean
hospital for children finishes with local ob-
Jectlons and rumers that the hospital will
be run under Protestant rules and that ohll-
dren are to be proselyted,

SYLVESTER SCOVEL.

INTIENSEE  ANXIETY AT  HAVANA.

Loenl Papern Caxt Slurs on the Board
of Ingulry,
(Copyright, 188, by Proey Tublishing Company,)
| HAVANA, March 24.—(New York World
| Culbegram—Speolal Telezram.)—-OMoial olr-
cles are Intemscly anxious over the report of
the Maine baard of fnquiry. The local pa-
| pera devote considerable space to discussing

| the prabable result from a Spasnish stand-

| point.

! la Lucha. in its leadlng editorial, reflecting
Ilm'nl opinlon, says that owlng to the undue
haste unler which the Inves igation has been
| conducted the report will be decldedly de
flclent from a sclentife standpoint. For the
same reason the work conducted by the div-
erg In insufMicient and incomplete, They
maintain that owing to the fzet that the hull
has sunk twelve feet in the mud an Inyvestl-
gatlon toward escertalning whether It was
struck by a torpedo ls Impmacticable, They
completely reject the declaration of the offl-
cora or the crew of the Mailne ns buing of
any value from which to form a base for
solentifio resolutlon. The paper holls the
officers on duty, to a certaln extent, respon-
sible, and says that all means will be taken
to shield them o order to preserve their
re putations. They alsn attack the state-
ments that may have been made by officers
oftf duty, saying that it Is not probable they
would give out lpformatlon prejudicial to
thelr companions, even If by doing so they
could clear up the mystery,

The work of cleaning the bottom of the
crulser Alfenso XI1 bas been rapidly pushed
at the dry dosk, which has been subjected to
all sorts of tests. The results are fuvorable
and there seems to be every poasibility of
the scceptance of the dock by the Bpanlsh
government. SYLVESTER SCOVEL,

BERLIN, Mavch 24.—The Spaniah torpe’o
boat destreyers salled for Fa mouth, Eng and

this morning, after coallug.
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SPAIN'S TIME IS UP

—

fenatcr Thurston fays the Hour Ha#
Arrived for Action,

HE MAKES A NOTABLE SPEECH ON CUBA

Ralses His Voice in Behalf of Law and
Liberty,

—_——

SPEAKS BY ORDER OF LIPS NOW SILENT

Address is Elcquent and Deeply Affccts
His Auditors,

EMOTICN CVZRCOMES HIM AT THE CLOSE

Buoyed Up by a Great Cnuse and Ens
cournged by a Memory, Nebraska's
Senntor Thrills the Crowd
in Senante Chamber,

—_—

WASHINGTON, March 24.—(8pecial Tele-
gram.)—The senate of the United States hum
not witneased, except on inaugurations, such
o scene as It witnessed today on the occa-
glon of Senator Thurston's speech on the
Cuban question, Thousands of people wera
unable to get into the gallerles, but they
patiently remalned outside the closed doors,
hoping for some eound that would tell thom
of the intensity of the situation within the
chamber. Throughout Mr, Thurston was In
magnificent volce, except when Senator Hale
interrupted him to make a personal expla-
nition, Then his voloe broke for a second,
but almost Instantly he recovered, moving on
to his peroration, hia tribute to his dead
wife like a storm sweeping over the Ne-
Lraska prairies, and at the close of h'e
epeech, which occupled nearly an hour and
a quarter In delivery, the great audience
rose to Ite feet and In applause that insted
nearly five minutes showed how deeply it
had been affected. At the close of his of-
fort Senator Thursten sank Into the scat of

Senator Hawley, at whose desk he stood
when dellvering 1t, his face In his hands,
and wept lke a chilidl. So dramatle and

g3 pathotio was the aeene that the audienco
remalned waiting for some one to break the
tenglon, when Senator Allen, moving from
his slde of the chamber, took Senator Thurs-
ton by the arm and with a few words of
explunation walked with him inta the ropube
lican cliak room,
DRAMATIC SCENE.

WASHINGTON, Muarch 24.—A econe dra-
matic In the Intensity of its Intereat wam
presented In the senate by the dellvery of
the speech by Mp, Thurston on the Cubin
sltuation, )

Not glnce the Inaugueation of President
MeKinley have so many peopleé heen on the
senate side of the eapitol as were thero to-
day. The galleries were packed with people,
many of whom ‘had arrived at the capliol
as early as 9:30 a m. in order to ohidin
seats. BEven the diplomnatic guallery, whizh
I8 rarely occupled, was fillud, among those dn
it belng Senor Mendonca, the Brazilian mine
ister, and party; ex-Secrctary of State Jobn
W. Foster and Mra. Foster, and many from
the varloua foreign legations.

Within & few mloutes after the senate
convened every senator who could be pres-
ent was In his seat, and by the time Mnr.
Thursten began hls specch dozems from the
house were either Sstanding or occupylng
chairs In the arca.

A large bunch of roaea had been placed
on Mr. Thurston's desk, but he spoke from
that of Mr. Hawley in the central part of
the chamber., His fliat sentence, In which
he sald he spoke by commund of sllent lips,
u dellente and touching reference to the loss
of his wife oo his memorable trip to Culm,
commanded Instant attention. A hush fell
over the great audience which hupng with
almost breathlcss attention and Interest upin
every word. 5

Bome surprise has been expressed that
Ssnator Thursion should dappear In public
prominently so soon after the demise of
Mra. Thurston, but the first semtence of his
speech furnishes a key to his actlon, It s
true  that Mr. Thurston's specch today,
viewed from one standpolnt, was an unusual
proceeding, but It was justified by the con-
ditions attending it

WIFE'S DYING REQUEST.

Mrs, Thuseton's dying request to her hus-
band was that he should lose no time on ac-
eount of her death to do Dls utmiEt Lo save
and free Cuba and it people.

In accordance with this requent, therefore,
Senator Thurston sacrificed Lis perscanl feels
lug and dellvered his speech, a speech that
was his tribute to the memory of hia wife,

Without knowing the motive which anis
mated Mr. Thurston and losplred him to hls
best effccts, Ols auditore inatinetively reals
Ized and sympathized with hls evident eimnos
tlon. e

The epeech was very generally regarded as
& masterly effort, and even those who could
not agree with Gls conclusions conceded the
power of his oration. Ae ho neared the end
of the gpeesh” his volee, which had beca
clear aund rloging, noticeably broke. e
wag almost overcome with emotion, but ral-
lled with an effoct, and cloged In a manuey
that thrilled his auditors,

Stald and digonlfied senstors turned away
and wept, and in the galleriea tears welled
into hundreds of eyes. It was a remarkable
acone and the etillness uatll the last word
had beon proncunced was as of death Itself,

Ae Mr, Tturston sank jato his seat and
burled his face in his hands the gallerloa
were awepl by such a tumult of applause
as hes not In a long time been heaed In the
senate chamber,

As n brother mighl have done, Mr, Allin,
Mr. Thuraton's colleague from  Nebraska,
walked to him and, placing his arm over
his ghoulders, guletly led him from the (bam.
ber. The act was cae of the sponlanesus
and touching amenities amid the turbulence
and diecord of political ife.

MR, THURSTON'S SPEECH,

Mp, Thurston sald:

Mr. President: T am here by command
of silent lips to speak once and for all upon
the Cubiun situntion. 1§ trust that no one
hus expected anything sensational from me.
God  forbid  that  the bitterness of =»
personal logs shou!d Induce me to color In
the slightest degree the statement that I
‘eel It my duty to moke. T shall endeavor
to be honest, conservative and just, 1
have no purpise to stlr the public passion
in any action not necessary and imperative
to meet the duties and necessities of Ameri-
onn responsibiiity, Christinn humanity and
patlonnl honcr, [ weu d shirk this task i€
1 could, but 1 dare not. [ cannot natisfy
my consclenes except by  spraking and
spraking now.

Mr, Thurson sald that he had gone to
Cuta firmly belleving that the condition of
afuiis o the Mlend Lad been groatly ase




