-

e —

THE OMAHA

——

- -

———— e

DAILY BEE.

ESTABLISHED JUNE 19, 1871.

NO NOTE BY SPAIN

Dons Deny Filing Frotest Against American
War Vessols,

STATEMENT COMES FROM HIGH OFFICIALS
Do Wet Like Ouar Ships to Remain Near
Ouban Per's,

—_—

BUT DO NOT MAKE ANY SUZGESTION

Epaniards Do Not Look for Material
European Aid.

—

THEY WILL FIGHT THEIR BATTLES ALONE

Weyler's Madrid Organ Denles the
Yellow Fake About Hin Alleged
Letter Relnting to Havana

. Harbor.

—

MADRID, 8paln, March 18 —(New York
'World Cablegram—Special
high authority It Is stated that the Spanish
government has not sent any note slnce
February 23, nor Instructed Ite minister at
Washington to make any representation
against the presence of Amerlcan war ves-

sels In Cuban poris, or In the viclnlty of the i

Bpanish West Indles, although thelr presence

s caloulated to encourage the Insurgents |

&nd cripple the new home rule polley.

There Is absolutely no foundation for the
rumor that the Spanlsh minister of forelgn
affalre read In the councll of ministers any
dispatehes on the attitude of Queen Vietoria
or any other Europdan sovereign., Indeed,
the Spanish government Is perfectly aware
that the friendly disposition of the courta
and governments mean no alllances or ma-
terial support—so well satished on  that
point that the ministerial press says Spaln
must rely sclely on Ity own resources to
crush the rebelllon and pacify the lslands,
regardless of forelgn opinion, intimations
or Interference.

Telegrams from the Canary Islands report
that the “Flylng Squadron” wlll resume its
voyago soon. But the Imparelal says It has

grounds for believing that the sguadron has |

been ordered Lo awalt fresh Instructions at
Las Palmas, which order the Tmparcial
aacribes with bliterness to “some representa-
tion made by the Amerlean government,”
adding: “This would only be adm!ssible it
Ameoriea had agreed to withdraw its own
war vessels from West Indian waters.'
Confileting rumors persist concerning the
elleged elesting of the naval comenissions'
reporta on the Malne ca'amlity, although the
genernl impression s that nelther govern-
ment 8 In a hurry to make koown i(he
Board’s conclusions, and it ls Inferred that
effalra are taking a more pacific and dilatory

turn, =
DENIAL: BY WEYLER.

F1 Naclomal, the orgin of Genecal Weyler
iIn Madrid, heads Its number tonight wlith
an authorized statement declaring abaalutely
fulsa the ijetter attributed to Weyler in
New York. The Naclonal adds that as re-
gards the guesticn of the defenses of Havana
there Is no other correct version but that
published In Its number of February 27,
denying that any submarine delenses had
been made In the port of Havana, because
unneceesary,

In reply to a query Marshal Campos writes
me: ““When I was far the first time caplain
general of Cuba T examined the question of
land and coant defenses of Haveaa Hke those
of otier Cuban perts, Ae nothing had been
done and In view of the improvement of ar-
tillery, at the end of 1895 I agaln pald at-
tention to the matter, but I did nothing
for the Interlor defenses of the parl, not
did T think thero was any call for doing so.
In any case 1 would not have thought of
conetructing minea In & port frequented by
80 many vessels. It would have been very
costly work and would have delven com-
merce from that port. The essertions that
bave beca made ciacerning mines In that
port are among the many Infamous calum-
oles Invented by the ememles of Spain."

ARTHUR E. HOUGHTON.

ORUISER O'HIGGINS NOT FOR SALE.

Chill Waunts |hell\‘rntl for Ttn Own
ne,
(Copyright, 1898, by Pross Publishing Company.)
PARIS, March 18.—(New York World Ca-
blegram—Special Telegram.)—Admiral Uribl,
Chillan naval commissioner to Burope, seen
teday, sald: “No negotlations are In progress
for the sale of the O'Hlggins. 1n any case,
Chill presumably wants the fronclads It
orders, whether In view of the possibllities
of war or not, T cannot say."” In order to
test the matier completely 1 obtalned an in-
terview with the Chilian minlster here, Don
Ramon Rabbas Luco, who said: *“Chill has
been approached by both Spain and  the
United States for purchase, but Chill re-
fused, as she wants the O'Higgina to replace
a vessol out of service, In the ordinary
course of afales the O'HIggins leaves Bls-
wick early next month for Chill.”
GLABGOW, March 18.—(New York Warld
Cablegram—Special Telegram.)—The Amer-
{ean comumlisslonera are unlikely to  visit
Clyde, an the war ships bullding for Britein
cannot be sold. The only forelgn war ship
on hand 15 the Asaka battleshlp, 15,200 tons,
for Japan. Were the Japanese willing to
soll the vesael, it cannot be ready in eigh-
teen months. Americans bave no need for
merchant crulsers, but the Alaska, which
Spain had on charter, Is belng Inqulred after
by agents of possible owners. The Falrfleld
company, which owns the old Flier, will sell
it the price offered Is sufficlent. No other
sultable merchant crulser s on the river.
TRIESTE, March 18.—(New York World
Cablegram—Specia]l Telegram.) —Austria will
s¢'l no war ships elther to Spaln or Amerlca.
The highest naval authority at Trieste sald
today: “Austria needs all her ships and
will sell none.” He spake very emphatically
and added: “If it were otherwise I should
have no time for an interview, Two war
ships are being built here for this govern-
ment In private ship yards and will be com-
pleted In two months  Another is bullding
in the government ghip yards at Pola. That
the Austrian court sympathlzes with the
queen regent of 8pain, who is an Austrian
princess, needs no prosf, bui for reasons of
state this country will keéep out of any en-
tanglement,"” A Yol - e
"Robral Placed on Admiralty Staf.
NEW YORK, March 18.—A special to the
Hemld trom Madrid says: It is significant
that EBenor Sobral, late naval attuche at
Washington, who has full plans of all the
United States coast defcuses, has been ap-
poloted on Lthe staff of the admimity apd had
& long conference with the minister of state.
The publication of ofcial returns showing

Shat the receipis of the Culaa customg ¢

W G

Telegram.)—On |

month last year are regarded here as throw-
ng cold water on Benator Proctor's report
that the general conditions in Cuba are
worse,

VIOLATION

oF NAVAL RULES.

Batileship Monigomery Getwn
Into n Fix,
(Copyright, 1808, by U'resa I"ublishing Company.)

HAVANA, March 18.—(New York World
Cablegram—Special Telegram.)—Until Cap-
taln Converse's explanation appears, it must
be considered disagreeably true that the
American ship Montgomery has violated
naval usage In general and the United States
navy “blue book' in particular. It seems |t
dipped ita national colors to the Vizcaya and
Oguendo and that they merely answered
thie unprecedented salute,

Section 118 of the Amerlcan naval regula-
tlons says: “No ship of the navy shall
lower her salls or dip her ensign unless In
return for such compliments.,” But one flag
can ever be placed above the natlonal ban-
ner and that 1s the church flag, with Its
blue cross, which denotes religious services
aboard; in fact on no occaslon Is a man-of-
war supposed to lower Its colors except as
the signal of surrender.

In the battleship Montgomery's unaccount-
able action American officers here say that
Captaln Converse could not possihly have
known about it, even though he could not
fail to see the Vizcaya's and Oquendo's flag
salutes in passing, It Is argued that Con-
verse might have thought the Spaniards
!saluted first, not having seen some stupld
quantermaster ralsing and lowering the
American colora,

On the ltile Fern the most Important
American officers were seated where they
! saw the Montgomery's enslgn dipping, One
exolalmed, “My God, what's that =hip do-
ing?" Anpd then followed an explosion and
exasperated comments. Hoth Spanish Ad-
miral Manterole and Captain Eulate of ithe
| Vizeaya courteously recelved me. Manterole
"snid he had gone aboard the Oquendo to see
that the usual formal formiing of the marine
guard was properly done I honor of the
Montgomery's departure. He saw the Amer-
lean ensign dipped three times to the Viz-
caya. It had hardly finished anawering when
the Montgomery dipped again three times
to the Oquendo. The little crulser was pas-
sing fast, so ls dipping was practically con-
tinuous, The Spanizh admiral appeared very
much pleased and conclude!, **We considered
It and do now conslder It a very great com-
pliment,” Eulate sald: “The Montgomery
|l|mnrod us with a salute.” He was &lso re-
Joleed,

Two bodles were brought up today from
the forward part of the wreck, One fully
dressed can prosably be ldentified, as It Is
in a wonderful state of preservation and
like all the cthers bears no marks of fish
nibbling. Wrecking Company Diver Edward
Hickman brought up the bodies and also
broke out the six-pounder rapid-fire gun re-
covered today., It wae hanging downward.
The supersiructure deck, upon which it had
been located, had been folded over. Navy
divers are working aft, clearing the cabins
of valuables. They exp:ct to hoist the elx-
luch guna Monday,

Gunner Morgan found the dry guncotton
today. lis place was In the caplain’s cabin
and It wea put up In glaks tubes and was
tbe moest detonatlve material aboard, It Is
utill dry. The bottlgs are uninjured. Now
that the guncotton Is secured dynamite may
be used In releasing the big, valuable ten-
inch guus. They may not be seriously dam-
aged, The emall guns brought up are in a
fair condltion, except those near the point
of greatest heat, \

Spanish divers wore down & long while
thia afterncon. They say they are still look-
ing for the Malne's ram,

Tucaday « beautiful wreath of flowers
was placed upon the graves of the Malne's
dead In Colon cemetery by the officers of
the Austriap training ship Donau, The
raw mounds of carth bear thelr flowers and
six-foot etreamers of red and white rib-
bons bearing the words, "Our Unfortunate
Comrades of the Malne.” (In German, “den
verunglockten under berufsgenossen der
Maine.'”) The Donau was at Ntw Orleans
when the Maine disaster occurred. Its cap-
taln Immediately half-masted his colors and
now the tribute ls gracefully finlahed by
the floral touch of sympathy.

SYLVESTER SCOVEL.

SENTIMENT 18 OPPOSED TO WAR.

Itnell

Intervicwna with ‘Ameriean Represents
atives in Parise,

LONDON, March 18.—The Morning Leader
today publishes a dispatch from Paris glv-
Ing Interviews which Its correspondent is
gald to have had with the United Ztates
ambassador, General Horace Porter; the sec-
retary of the United States embasey, Mr,
Henry Vignaud, and United States Consul
General J. K. Gowdy. The ambassador, re-
ferring to the Malne disaster, enloglzed Pres-
Ident MeKinley's attlitude and Is quoted as
saying that, “In spite of the sensational
atmoesphere, the Unlted States will not rush
Inte war, although the Malne report may
prove to be the last straw.”

The sectretary of the Unite) States em-
bassy sa'd: “There wil be no war, because
the feelings of both countriea are that the
difficulties can be settled. There is not an
American In Parls who does not applaud
the attitude of Presldent McKinley in try-
Ing every expedlent before resorting to war.”

The consul geaeral sald: *‘The real hesart
and soul have vot yet been heard. The sur-
face talk which causes the collapse of stocks
does not merit serious attention. Unless |1
am greatly mistaken, our troubles will
shortly be ended.”

HE THINKS THERE WILL BE NO WAR

Govermor Leedy Sayn the Corporas
tions Are Hehind the Searve,
KANSAS CITY, Mo, March 18.—A spetlal

to the Star from Topeka, Kan., says:
Governor Jobn W. Leedy, In an Interview
here today, declared that ln his oplolca the
administration at Weghington l= taking ad-
1’\'<3nrng(' of the presznl troublee to Iniceqse
Lthe army, not for the purpore of fghting
| Bpain, but to have a steoding army to kecp
 down etrikes and interpal trouble at Ghome,
“IF they call for volunteere Kaoasas will
furnlsh them,”” he sald, “but they won't
call for them unless 1 am badly mlstaken
1 don't expest to see war with Spailn, but
| this crisla s just what the corporatiors
Bave been looking fov o glve an excuse
| {or a big standing army to keep down lab:»
troubles, 1 have ao confidence in the gov-
! pruoment’s lotentiens,” 1

Telegraph Lines to Fortiflentions,

NEW YORK, March 18.—Further »uns to
make perfect the means of communication
between the defenses of New York bhave
been made. Within a day or two it |s prob-
able trat & contract will be let for laying a
rge cable of the s&ize used In the ocean,
between all of the local fortifications, This
plan (o comaect ail the  forts surroundiog
New York City with Governor's Island was
one of the matters o which Major Gemeral
Nelson A. Milec gave his atteation on bia
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OLD GLORY AT THE MASTHEAD

Btars and Etripes Now Wave Over the
Cruiser Amasinas.

—

UNITED STATES TAKES POSSESSION

—

Vennel Necently Purchased of the Ara-
gilinan Goverament In Turned
Over to the Representatives
of Uncle Sam.

(Copyright, 15898, by Press Publishing Company.)

LONDON, March 18.—(New York World
Cablegram—Speolal Telegram.)—Gravesend,
the anclent riverside town on the Thames
oppesite the historle Tilbury fort, whence
Quecn Elizabeth visited the English fleet
before It salled for Plymouth to meet the
Spanish armada, today witnessed a uniyue
Incident of the almost simultaneous tranafer
of two ships, each noteworthy in its way,
to the United States. At 11 o'clock Lieuten-
ant Colwell, naval attache of the United
States embassy, with General Osborne, En-
slgn R. H. N. Robinson and Assistant Bo-
gineer MacMorrls, took over the Amazonas
from 1{ts Brazillan commander and holsted
the stars and stripes In token of the trans-
fer,

The ceremony was s'mple to a degree, The
Brazillan captain, who obviously felt sorrow
at parting with the fine ship which so re-
cently came under hls command, sald; *1
am pleased to hand over the vessel In the
name of my government, the transfer being
regarded as a friendly act,”

Lieutenant Colwell expressed thanks and
hoped no inconvenience had been caused the
Brazillan officer's crew by the sudden change,
The Brazillan flag was then lowered and the
United States ensign run up In Its place,
The American oMcers and journalists ralsed
thelr hats in salute to the flag. At the same
moment the &tars and stripes were floating
from the flagataff on the town hall of
Gravesend by order of the mayor, and also
from severa! other points In town.

The Brazilian ship had been Ilying off
Gravesend for a fortnight without getting a
single salute, but Immediately the flag was
run up all tho ships in the viclnlty, led off
by the tAustrallan liner Orizaba, dipped thelr
enslgns In honor of the Unlted States.
The Brazillan crew with few excep-
tions now went ashore, and al-
though the Prazillan commander and a
couple of officers remained aboard, they were
visitors on what had recently heen their own
territory,

The three Amerlean officers now awalted
the arrival of the crulser San Francisco,
whkich had been signalled of Dover at 7
o'clock In the marning, having made a re-
markably gocd passage across the bay of
Biscay from Lisbon. The Brazlllans atill
hovered about like discmbodied splrits. Half
a dozen Gravesedd longshoremen were
pressod into the service of the United States
uptll the arrival of the San Francisco,

ANOMALOUS SBITUATION.

Altogether, possibly so anomalous a con-
ditlon of things never prevailed before on
any war shlp of aay nation as ca the United
States’ latest naval acquisition during these
few hours. When the San Fruiclsco appeared
down river Lieutenant Colwell went off in
the Britlsh coast guard officer’'s gig to board
it. On the American crulser having fired a
salute, It passed to Ite mooriogs., Ensign
Robinson and Ass'stant Esg'neer MacMorris
stood to salute con the Amazonas' poop deck,
the smallest naval force that ever had pos-
aceslon of so formidable a war ship.

At 5 o'clock Lieutenant Colwell returned
in Admiral Howell's launch, accompanied by
Lieutenant Commander Nazro, who formally
took over the commend of the Amazonas,
wilth Lleutenant Johnsca, Enslgn McDougall,
Dr. A, W, Dunbar, Licutenant of Marinca
Barnett and Past Assistant Englaeer Mines,
The keys to the magazines were handed over
to Commiuder Nazro and then Lieutcoant
Colwell and Ensign Robinson went ashore.

The Amazonag I8 recogalaed by the Amerl.
can officers as a formidable and handdome
vessel, though owlng to the neglect of all
attempt at cleanliness it will meed a rigor-
ous overhaul before it looks Its best. It will
have & working crew transferred tomorrpw
from the San Francisco and expecis to leave
the Thames Tuesday,

ANOTHER TRANSFER.

Another Interesting ceremony took place
oan board Allvred Harmsworth's famoua Arctle
whaler Windward, in which Nansen was
rescued, and which lay In the eext berth to
the Amazonas. Harmsworth, with charac-
teristic liberality and enterprise has given
the Windward to Lleutenrnt Peacy for his
expedition and arranged for haullng down the
union jack and holsting the stars aod stiripes
before it salled for New York. Mr. Harme-
worth waa on board and gave ordera for the
unfurling of the American flag, although the
lezal transfer of the Whidward from Eng-
land to the Ualted States must be ratified
by an act of congress. Harmsworth, the
keenest and ablest of Poglish journalists,
holds flemly that the feellng of his country-
men in this crisis is warmiy sympathetic to
the United States and sald when the stars
and strines had been unifurled over the
Windward:

“If 1 had flowns the French or German flag
over this abip, 1 should be regarded with
obloquy and loathing by every Eanglishman;
but not an Englishman would think of ob-
Jecting to placing 1L under the Americin
cnaign. That shows how differently English-
men regard the Unilted States as compared
witk other nations.”

The Windward sailed today and as lis ma-
chinery bhas been greatly lmproved it 1s ox-
pected to make New York In twelve or four.
teen days under favorable conditions,

covnRT CONTINLES 1Ts SESSION,

Does Not Know When it Wi
Hendy to Report.

KEY WEST, Pla, March 18.—The court
of Inguiry is diligently contlouing lts seg-
slong on bhoard the battiezship Jlowa, and,
Judgng from statements made by members,
It ls quite problematical how many more
days will pess before the public leaica lis
conclualcna.

“The court- is still hard at work," sald
Captaln Sampson 1 have Just lelt my con-
fereca. It 1s utterly impessible to say when
our report would be ready. It I surmised the
date, and you reported it, 1 am afraid some-
thing would occur thal’ would defeat “the
¥pectation and only eerve to dlsappoint the
anxicus publie, When the report la ready it
will not be for ue to make the arvounce-
meat, Washiagton, I presume, will do that.”

If a prellminary report had already been
sent to Washigton. Captain Sampson ap-
parently knew nothing of it

Iu the course of the afterpoon, while the
court continued W sesslon without once com-
Ing out of the cabin, large quantitles of am-
munition were takan on beard. The same

thing took place on the New York. Both

Re

aition than they have been:bt any time be-
fore.

At 4 o'clock this aft , the regular
hour during previoun s of the court
for adjournment, Captaln [Chadwick and
Licuteant Polter entered & gIg and were
rowed to the New York. Judge Advocate
Marix s staying on board the lowa. The
court will resume s Sesslons tomorrow,

Unusual precautions are observed on the
New York and lowa, deuble harbor watches
belng enforced, Every crafl that passes on
it way into the harbor l& submitted to the
closest scrutiny of searchlights, Both vea-
stls are ready to pull out at fAfteen minutes'
notice, and epecial attention I8 be'vg given
to the Instruction of the sallove in small
arms and firing practice,

Tomorrow the court will devote ccnalder-
able time to the preparation of diagrama
¢howlpng parts of the Malne as found after
the exploslon.

INSPECTION DOARD 18 AT WORK.

Reporin Favorably omn Three of the
Ward Line Ships,

NEW YORK, March 18.—The auxiliary
cruleer board spent the geeater part of to-
day preparing reports to be aent to Wash-
ington on second-class vessels inepected yes-
terlay. Lieutenant Commander Reeder of
the schoolship St. Marys, and G. W. Dan-
forth, past assistant engineer, weve present
at today's meeting.

It waa learned that the ship Washing-
tca, which ealled yesterdsy, was Inspected
yesteeday by the members of the board.

The plans of the board have been some-
what changed by orders recelved from Wash-
ington today. Ome of the orders Is sald to
be a direction to inspect all obtalnable ves-
sels In the harbor for firgt-class cruleers,

Lieutenant Heeder and Passed Aselstanu
Engineer Danforii have been added to the
boacd In coenpllance with a requesi made by
Captain Hodgers, who {found the work so
heavy that the increased membership was
necoansary,

Afler the morning sesclon the board In-
spected the Ward linera Orizaba, Saratoga
and Seneca, and the achooners Carrle E.
Lane and Flora Moran, It was undecstood
that the board at the afterncon eesslon was
preparing favorable reporis to send to Wash-
Ington regarding the Ward Line steamers,
The Orizgaba & vow being repaired by the
Morgan Iron Works company, who are put-
ting new steel plates on It

METHOIMST 'IIISHOI’S‘A'RE LOYAL.

Make Patrlotle Speeches In the

Course of n Ceasfercncc.

CHESTER, Pa.. March 1§ —The session of
the Philadelphia Melhuﬂlﬁ Episcopal con-
ference was notable for the ringing declara-
tions of patriotlsm made by Bishop Walden
of Cinclnnatl and the odtburst of applause
which greeted his remarks,

Bishop Walden eaid the couniry was
at a critical period, but he had an abiding
falth in the sober judgment of the American
people and In that of President McKinley.
The influence of the chuich, he sald, should
be on the slle of peace, and he belleved
that peace would be preserved, and the
freedom of Cuba obtalned’  While, however,
he deprecated war, he wéuld venture to sy
that If war ahoul( come there would be as
many Methodists answer the call as In days
gone by, ’ f

Bishop Goodsell of Chatianooga, who pre-
slded, expressed hearty endorsement of
Blahop Walden's utterances. He eald no
nobler sight was ever witnessed In the hisg-
tory of natlons than the patriotic wrath that
followed the deatruction of a great battleshlp,
and a great nation, consclous of ita strength,
walting patiently to learn the truth before
it strikes. He hoped for peace, If possible
to maintain it, and. sald our cause must be
declared a righteous one belore we resort
to the sword.,

-

CIRCULAMS

CONCERNING RELIEF.

One Pounil of Cornmeal Per Day Per
Capita te De Issmed.
HAVANA, March 18 —Circulars have been
sent to the alcaldes of about 200 towas In
Cuba notlfying them of the new methods of
rellef and also setting forih that cornmeal
amounting 1o one pound per day per capita
will be the first supply sent. Contlounig,
the circular asks that algaldes personally or
in conjunction with the proper officers or
consuls ece that the rellet is properly dis-
teibuted. Further supplies for remote places
are made contingent foy the prescut upon
prompt results of the authorities as to the
distribution, the number of people fed, ete.
Visltors to the cemetery find the graves
of the dead of the Malne decorated with
many flowers while from the central place
of sepulchre waves a long streamer of red
and yellow with an Inecription ahowing that
the decoration and flowers were placed there
by the rcallcee of the Ausirian war ship
Denau, “‘In memory of our uafortunate fel-
low-gcallors of the United States ship Maino."

Big Orders for Powder

SANTA CRUZ, Cal.,, March 18.—The Call-
fornla Powder works recétlved aorders from
the Navy department Wednesday for 3,000,-
000 pounds of brown prismatic powder. Yes-
terday the same Concern received an order
for 200,000 pounda of the same kind of
powder for immediate delivery. - These to-
gether make the largest single order for
powder ever glven hy the United Statey
government on thig coast. About slx months
will be rerquired to fill these orders, even
with the adiitional machlpery now In course
of construction by the company. Previous
orders for smokeless powder will keep the
works runoing at thelr fmll capacity for a
year.

Spanish Seenrities Down.

LONDON, March 18—On the Stock ex-
change today Epanish 48 were quoted at
54%. The closing prick yesterday was
55 11-10, p

PARIS, March 18.—Spaplsh 4s on the
bourse today were quoted at 564 11-16 agalost
65 11-18, yesterday's cloping price.

Bltter Feeling Agstust Americans,

NEW YORK, March 18,—A speclal to the
Herald from San Juan, Porto Rico, says:
Feellng eguinst Amecrieass here s growing
very bitter. In view of the growing feeling,
the United Stiates consul here, Mr. Hanna,
will probably ask for a war ship.

Heanom for Stopping Torpedo Bants.

MADRID, March 18.—The Imparcial today
says: “'The instructions sent to the torpedo
fleet to remalp ia the Capary lslands are
due 1o the govermmenst's desire that the
squadron sbhould be ¢msorted to Cuba by a
erulrer and for no other roasen.”

Gladstone's Condition is Seriona.

BOURNEMOUTH, March 18.—The follow-
ing bulletin.bas been issued with respect to
Mr. Gladstone:

In the absence of any improvement In Mr,
Gladstone's condition, It has been seitied
In consultation that he should return to
Hawarden next weel,

The bulletin ia regarded s having only
one meaning. It ls understood the grievoua
faclal palns bave returned and will oo loager

ANXIOUS FOR THE REPORT

Navy Department Waiting to Hesr from
Oourt of Inquiry,

IT IS EXPECTED WITHIN A FEW DAYS

Every Precantlon Will He Taken to
Guard the Report TIHL OMcinlly
Glven Ont by the OMceinin
at Washington,

WASHINGTON, March 18,—An alr of sus-
pense was noticeable In the Navy depart-
ment today, due to the approach of the time
for thee delivery of the report of the court
of Inquiry. It Is not known just when the
document will come to Washington, and of
course In view of the reports of the deter-
mination of outside parties to obtaln pos-
session of it before the department recelves
the report, the officlals, if they know, will
not say how the papers are to be brought
to Washington,

All that is known definltely Is that the
president has suggested that the report be
male as €oon as possible, and in conse-
quence it ls expected to reach thig city in
the course of two or three days. The cabi-
net today talked over the matter and the
time stated was the general opinion of the
members when they had heard all that Secre.
tary Long had to report on the subject.

There I8 an Impression that Lleutenant
Commander Marix will bring the document,
though it is within Admiral Sicard's power
to chooge any other officer.

A cabinet officer expressed the bellef that
the report will require careful consideration
on the part of the president and cablnet be-
fore being given to the publie, which would
appear to postpone publication until some
time the middle of next week, although
nothing le certain on that point.

The new naval policy embodied In the
orcation of another squadron to rendezvous
at Hampton Reads was also dlscussed at the
cablnet meeting at length today, and received
unanimous approval.

The San Francisco reported lis arrlvai
from Lisbon at Gravesend today, Under his
orders the commander will divide his crew
with the Amazonas and sall at the earlies:
poesible moment for the United States, con-
voying the mew ship.

Boyond the Amazonas, Its slster  ship.
Abreuall, and the Mayflower, no purchases
of ships have beem made by the Navy de-
partment. A number of flect steam yachls
owned o the United States nre being of-
fered to the department and it is probable
thut some of these will be purchased,

IMPROVISE TORPEDO BOATS.

Sceretary Lomg takes the view that falllng
to secure the torpedo boat destroyers tie
wants, the best plan I8 for bhim to equip
soine of these specdy hoals with torpedo
tubes and light batterles and Improvise tos-
pedo boats. The Navy department Is con-
vinced that the Spanish government has uot
acquired possession of the Vares, the Itallan
armored cruiser. It would pot, however. be
& matter of deep ccucern if the veport were
true. The department ll=ell had the vessel
In mind as a poselble acquisition, but aban-
doned the idea upoa learning that it could
not be made ready for service in less than
three or four months, which practically put
it out of consideration as an emergency pur-
chase.

The gunboat Newport reported its arrival
by cable to the Navy department, from Grey-
town. Tt will bring back to the United
Statea the Nicaragua cacaal commisalon, and
then will be attached at once to the North
Atlantlec squadron,

Soma Idea of the activity prevalling In
naval clrcles is given by the statement that
the pay roll of the construction department,
only one of several departments, In the Mare
Island navy yard for March was $80,000.
This great expenditure per month, it is sald,
was not equaled during the late war,

It Is sald *o be the purpose of the president
and his advisers to keep a separate and diy-
tinet account of the ‘unds spent from the
$60,000,000 emergency appropriation made by
congress for the national defense. In ac-
cordance with this intention a separate form
of requisition has been prepared and all
amounts allotted from the fund are made
up on the direct order signed by the pres-
Ident himself. *The president wants to re-
port to ccngress just how every cent of this
money was spent,” sald a member of the
cablnet today, “and for this reason s adopt-
Ing the above course."

The amount pald for the Mayflower was
about $400,000.

RECRUITING T8 CONTINUED.

Recruiting s golng on apace at all sta-
tions for the army and navy. The Michigan
at Erle, Pa., has enllsted fifty-five men so
far, and good reporte come from all quar.
tera.

The Columbla and the Minneapolls e
stlll 210 each short of their proper force.
Thie s actounted for by the fact that fire-
men, machiolisls and coal passers are wanted,
An officer at the department eaid that 5,000
landamen could be secured in a day I they
were desired,

The Marblehead 's at Tampa.

The little Bancroft, on lis way across the
ocean, ceported by cable its arrival today at
Horta, Fayal. It appears to be makios
about as gosd time as its Inrger consart, the
Helena,

The Samoset arrived at Key West today, as

from that poit for Tortugas.
has arrived at Boston,
slight repalee made.

The ordnance bureau of the War depart-
ment today awarded contracts for a large
number of steel armor-plercing and deok-
plescing projoctilea for the ocoast fortifica-
tion guna. There were several bidders, but
instead of giving the contract to one con-
cern, the bureau divided it go that supplles
wlll be coming from several guarters at the
same tine,

The report that the Vesuvivs bhad been
slghted early in the day coming Lhrough the
Virginia capes headed for Washington gave
risa to the rumor that it was bringing the
report of the raval board of loguiry to
Washingion. This could not be confirmed
from any official source,

At the Navy department it was admitied
that the Vesuvius was bound for Washing-
ton, but it was explained that it wae coming
metely for repairs to I's armament, and jt
was denled that it had on board any mom-
ber of the ravel board or that it was carry-
ing the report of that body,

The Vesuvius did pot reach Washington
tonight, but |t was reported at the pavy
yard that it anchored off the government
proviag groundr at Indlan Head abour §
o'clock, where It was met by the big navy
yard tug Triton, which returped to the yard
about § p. m, It was denled that the Triton
brought unyone from the Vesuvius to Wash-
ington.,

The Machins
where 1t will bhave

Becretary Long went to bed at 9 o'clock

did the Montegomery, while the Detrolt salled !
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Asslstant Secretary of State Day spent the
evening at the theater, stopping for a few
minutes only at the White House, where he
had a talk with the president In the pres-
ence of the other members of the family,

COLUMBIA GETS READY ToO SAIL

Monltor Miantonomnh
Orders from Washington.
PHILADELPHIA, March 18.—Operations
at the League Isiand navy yard today, In-
cluding the undocking of the seageing tug
Leydon, the continuation of the coaling of
the crulser Columbia and the making ready
of the monitor Miantonomah for an Immedi-
ate regponse to the ealllng orders that are

momentarily expected.

The =alling of the Mlantonomah within the
course of a very few days appears to be a
foregone conclusion In official clreles at the
yards, though Commandant Casey says no
definlte orders have been recelved.

It 2 sald that when the tug Samoset aailed
for Key West recently it carried a cargo of
torpedoes from the naval magazine adjoln-
Ing Fort Mifitin. The Samoset’s first orders
were to convey to Key West the barge Edith
Howes, laden with coal for the fleet, but
this mission has since been traneferred to
the tug Leyden, which awaits sailing orders.

The torpedoes referred to had been accu-
mulating at Fort Milllin for some time past,
Part of them eame for the crulsers Columbla
anid Minneapolis. Others arrived direct from
the torpedo statlon at Newport, where they
had been manufactured. All  told, there
were stored two weeks ago in the big brick
houses along the river front near Fort
Miflin thirty-five or forty of the powerful
miestles, and now not one remalns. It is
only known that they have lbeen shipped to
Key West in response to arders from Wash-
Ington, and that In accordance with these
orders every precaution was taken to pre-
vent the transfer from becoming known.

Only ten applieants for enlistment on the
Minneapolls and Columbia proved acceptable
today. Over 200 more are still needed,

BETHLEHEM, Pa., March 18.—The Both-
lehem Tron company tonight shipped three
five-inch .guns, Jackets and hoops to the
Washington navy yard.

SAVANNAH, Ga., March 18, —Dattery T,
First artillery, arrived bere from Fort Mon-
roe tonight, aud was eont at once to Tybeo
sland to man the gums on the heavy forti-
fications in progress there.

Battery F, of light artlllery freen Fort
Riley, Kan., will arrlve tomorrow and go
Inio ramp ncar the eity, A foreo Is at work
planting the harbor wilh submarine mines
and torpedoes off Fort Pulaekl, at the mouth
of Savanuah river.

Theee Inland steamers, owaed and operated
by W. T. Gibson, were tendered the gov-
ernment toeday for thile purpoge. The tender
was mado through inquiry from the War
department.

WEST SUPERIOR, Wis., March 18—The
American Steel Barge company, recenily pre-
pared plans for two torpedo boats and a steel
mcnltor which were shown to the Washing-
ton officiala by Captain Alexander MeDougall,
who will retuen tomorrow, it §s understood,
with contracts for the two torpedo bontn,

PORTSMOUTH, N. H., March 15—A
achooner arrived today from New York with
a cargo of ammunition and two eight-inch
guns for the fortifications at New Castle,
The defenses of Portamouth harbor will be
pushed as fas: as possible to completion,

'BALTIMORE, March 18 —The new tor-
pedo boat Rodgers, bullt by the Celumblan
lron works of this city, will leave here to-
morrow morning for lis ofcial trial trip.
The present plan ls to speed from here to
Norfolk, where it will go Iloto commission
it the trlal proves successiul.

ATLANTA, Ga,, Mavch 18—Pattery 1,
First regiment of artillery, en route from
Fortrees Motroe to Moblle, pasged through
Atlenta this evenlng.

iIs Awalting

MIGHT PPAY AN INDEMNITY.

the Fight Continues, However,
They WHI Pay Nothing.

NEW YORK, March 15.—That the Cubans
are willing to end the strife In thelr lsland
is withoul question, but while they are will-
ing to pay Spain an Indemuolty, the leadera
here are positive in  thelr aesertions that
they are not weakeniog In the slightest de-
gree, and are willing 1o continue the fight,

The question of the amount of indemnity
which might be pald In care guch an agree-
ment were feasible was talked of carnestly
by the officials of the Cuban junta here lo-

day. Just what amount might bhave been
| pald a year ago, and that which might seem
rocgonable now, from the Cubang' point of
view, may be gathered from the followlng
reply to such a questlon, which T Estrada
Pelma made this evening:

At the begluning of the dry season of
18498-T they would have paid $150.0060,000, but
now they would not give more If ag much
than $100,000.000, If the wet season should
#et In thie vear befors such an egreement
could be arranged, we would not think of
paylng anything,.*

CLUBANS
114

Rury Maluwe Vietimr,

KEY WEST, Fla., March 18.—The two ur-
1dentified bodles of victims of the Maloe dls
aster which arvived bere on the Olivette
from Havana last night were Interred today.
A squad of blue Jackels from the Nashville
fullowed the remains to the grave, 'The
funersl service was read by Chaplain Royee
of the crulser New Yeork,

Plllbua;e_l;a_-.l:-nlu_lhva Nawvy.

the filibuster, Dauntless, sevenieen lu all,

ING IN CUBA

Benator Gallinger faye Conditions Ther
Are 8imply Indescribable,

HORRIBLE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE

Death Rate in Matanzis Ten Times the
Crlinary Rate,

RESULTS OF SPAIN'S BRUTAL POLICY

Red Oroes Doing What it Can to Alleviate
Buffiring,

FOUR HUNDRED THCUSAND ALREADY DEAD

One Who Dees Not See for Himaelf
Haxs Yo Adegunte Iden of the
Horror of the Sit-
untion,

WASHINGTON, March 18.—Senator Gal-
linger was at the capitol today for the first
time since his return from Cuba. When
requested to make a statement as to his
observations on the condition of afairs on
that lsland, he responded: “You van sign
my nmmue to any pleture you may deaw of
utter wreotehedness, destitution and tellish-
ness In that country. The condition of af-
fairs, s0 fur as 1 had opportunity lo observe
It, and I wus only In Havana and Malanses,
le slmply Indescribable. 1 had oot expected
to find It ODalf as bad as It is and 1 do not
belleve that any ote who simply reads the
accounts and does not see for himself can
afford an adequate Idea of the situation. The
reconcentradoes are wedged into all avalla-
ble places in those cltics and are perlshing
by the thousands for want of the commoe-
st necescaries of Mfe, The best information
obtalnable leads to the conclusion that there

| bave becu beyond a doubt 400,000 deaths as

a result of Spaln's brutal poliey and the
tragedy goes on froem day to day. The Bo.
cloty of the Red Cross s Parnlshing some
rellef by lts efforts, but most of the people
are heyond the reach of aid, elther through
medieine or food. The mortality in Matan-
zas for the last four months previous to our
visit has been equal to ten thnes the or«
dinary death rate.
SPAIN'S POOR ARMY,

“With refevcace to the military aspect of
affalrs I Cuba, 1 saw nothing whlch Im-
presscd me with the [dea that Spain knows
much about smodern warfare, The soldiers
1 saw are not drilled as our soldiers are,
Indeed; they lack eveey element of soldierly
bearing, whatever may be said of thelr mers
Its as fighters, The drilla that 1 witnessed
were a travesty on military ideas. While
they were undergolng thelr evolutions, the
soldlers were talking to each other and
smoking as freely and unconcernedly .as
they would do In thele mecsrooms. From
my observation of them I should not com-
sider them very formidable antagonists on
the fleld of battle,

“Naturally, there was much talk about thy
Maine disaster, and so far as I could ascer
taln from my conversatlon with Americans
and with those not entirely under the Influ-
ence of the Spaniards, the apinlon was unl-
versal that the Maine had been destroyed
by an external agency, and almost every
person with whom 1 discussed the subject In
Cuba expects that the findings of the Amer-
can court of Inquiry will substantiate this
view.

“There Is a divergence of opinfon on the
island as to the probabilities of war be-
tween Spaln and the United States, and I am
sure that I am within the bounds of the
truth when I say that almost the entire na-
tive population would weleome any turn of
events, however tragle, that would wrest
Cuba from Spanish dominlon. This I8 true,
not only of those who are avowedly favor-
able to a war for Independence, but of many
of those who are ranked as Spanlsh sympa-
thizers, but who are at heart In favor of
Cuban Independence. Even In Havana the
allegiance to Spaln Is of 4 very weak and
doubtful character, and If war should come,
it would be found that there would be an
uprising In that &ty against the mother
country which would be a mest Important
factor In shortenlog the contest and decid-
ing It agalnst Spain.'

PARTITION OF CUBA IS SUGGENTED,
Insurgents to Have Two and Spaim
Four of the Provinces,
CHICAGO, March 18.—A speclal to the

Journal from Waskington says:

The latest plan la to divide Cuba. Senator
Proctor suggests that Cubsns take all they
have wosi, Spain all It holds. The Cubans
have possessicn of Puerto Princlpe and Sans
tlago de Cuba. The Spanleh control the
provinces of Pinar del Rlo, Havana, Matan-
2ae and Santa Clara.

It may be that Spaln can be coerced by
diplomatic means Iato glving up Puerto Prin-
cipe and Savtlago de Cuba, retalaing the
most fertlle purt of lta dependency,

When peace s restoced, s the United
States will Inoist that It must be, the Cubans
will posscas all they have won and Spain
all it has successfully defended.

It nppears a veasouable ealution of the
perplexing eltuation that now provails and it
ought to be satlsfactory to Spaln, Senator
Proctor ki the ecloak vooms has been strenos-
ously advocatlng this scheme of partitioning
Cuba ecd already It Ig finding some eups
part,

Whether It will be pleasing to the Ipe
surgents la doubtful. They want the entire
island, but under certsin clcwmstances e
compromise might be efected and {1 It s,
the president would be happy. He woula
have etopped the war in Cuba, given the
Insurgents their independence and have ren-
dered It possible for Epdla to capitulate
without sacrificing all of lts pretentious
honor,

Spain Overtops the Tark in Governe
ing Its Provincen,

DETROIT, March 18.—~Prof. Dean !, Wors
chester of the Uslveralty of Michlgan,
who has twice vigited the Philipplue lslands
in the interost of sclence, sald that peopls
here are uawllling to belleve the things sald
about the Spanlets treatment of the Cubana,
They scem too abhoevent. But If they could
appreciate that the outrages In Cubs dwarf
these of Armenla, they would have stopped
them long ago. Bald he:

For two years ond o half T was In close
eentuct with oMoluls of Bpain in the Phile
Ippine Islands und witnésged the nbuss of the

NEW ORLEANS, March 15.—The crew o! |

government, Weyler was at the time gov-
crnar genernl. Mix salary for the time he
¥ak In the shand was §$0000, but It was
posilively knoan thit he placed $450,000 Lo

findlng whelr occupation gone by (he selzure | hlw credit in the banks of Paris and London

-of the boat, joined the United States vavy al the vnd of that time




