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RUMORS ARE RIFE

—

All forts of Reports 8tir Up Spaniards in
Havana,

VAGUE FEELING THAT C3ISIS IS NEAR
Leading Merchants Believe that War is
Inevitabls,

—_—

ALL SAY THEY ARE READY TO FIGHT

Wil Contribute Their Fcriunes to the
Oauss of Bpain,

ANXIOUS TO HAVE CONSUL LEE RECALLED

Annert that He Has Gnined the
Enmity of Every Loyal Span-
lard on the Inland of

Cubn. )

HAVANA HARRBOR (via Xey West),
March 17.—(New York World Cablegram—
Bpecial Telegram.)—For some reason yealer-
day the Spaniards were much excited and
alarmed. There was a vague feeling Lthat a
crisla was approaching rapldly. Varlous
sensational reports and rumors were rife.
The Laborantes ellently chuckled at the suc-
cens of thelr baseless Inventions and pre-
pared other smtorles to create still further
uneasiness. Partles connected with the
newspaper dispatch service between Havana
and Key West on thelr arrival yesterday
lpmd the report that the Towa was under
steam headed for Cuba, oatensibly to convey
tho board of inquiry to Key West. The
story spread like wild-fire, The Spanish
erulser Vizeaya, now In the harbor, has been
taking on coal for the last three days. It
is said Its captaln has recelved sealed orders,
but It Is more than possible 1t will go to
Mexico. Spanlards there are anxious to see
a large man-of-war and then honor the of-
cers and crew by festivitles, 1L was not
the Laborantes which started a story that
the lIowa was watching the Vizcaya. Even
the local papers took up the story, maying
it the Towa was to enter Havana for the
purpese of conveying the hoard to Key West
Bpain should return the courtesy by sending
the Oquendo or Pelayo to some Amerloan
port to embark the Spanish consul or subor-
dinate.

OTHER RUMORS.

Then camo a story that Secretary Sherman
had reslgned and soon after another that the
prince of Wales bhad telegraphed that in case
of war with 8pain England would co-operate
with the United States, placing Its fleet at
our disposal. In cossequence all the bulld-
foge In New York wero sald to be fiying
English and American colors and celebrating
the event. Beveral other pbsurd yarns of a
simllar nature were heard.

It is remarkable how easy It Is to atart
alarming rumors. It Is only necessary for
several correspondents to be seen talking
~eatnestly together or be alleged to be writ-
ing dispatches, when some Cuban friend will
#llp near and ask mysteriously: “What's
the matter? Anything importent?”

The feeling yesterday was not confined to
the excltable class, but extended to men of
Influence who up to the present time have
never thought that war would come., I vis-
fted several large commercial houses late
in the aftermoon and the Inevitable ques-
tion was:

“When will the first gun be fired? The
world has progresied rapldly and today dia-
putes should be ssttled by arbitration. Spsin
does not wish to antagonlze your country.
We have acceded to every unjust demand
upon us; we have liberated American -
surgents time and time again after they
had forfelted the protection of thelr govern-
ment."

Everybody at last seema to feel that war
is Insvitable and, while grveatly deploring
such an lssue, they are firmly confident of
suceeds. Even the army officers, who up
to the present have openly atated that our
country would not fight lcg enough to etop
counting over our dollars, have at last come
to the conclusicn that the sltuation Is very
critical, The better part ot the Spaniards
huave glven up hope of an amlicable settle-
ment, The current ldea Is that the crisls
will be precipitated by the report of the
board of lnquiry. The departure of the Man.
grove last night for Key Weat only served

‘to increase the feeling of alarm and M-

security.
READY TO FIGHT.

The Spaniards clalm that the United
Btates government has formed a policy to
provoke war with Spain at all hazards. They
call up all past eveuts and conclude by say-
ing that the Maline inident ks only an ex-
cuse to hide opur reml purpose. They ace
firmly convinced that the Malie's explosion
was from Its magazine, but that the board
of Inquiry has recelved Ivnstructions from
its superiors to briog in a vevdict of an out-
side explosion, It must not be supposed
that the Spaniards will endeavor to evade
war, They say they do not want it, but if
it s forced on them they will accept the
Incovitable and they prophesy & great victory
for themeelves, They feal they are right.

This knowledge, coupled with a fanatical
desperation and long pent-up feeling of
hatred against Americans In general, will
make war {errible from thelr slde. One In
authority sail to me last night: *War be-
longs to the past. We bave not made any
declded remonstrance agalnst filibustering
expeditions leaving your shores. You in-
glated on D¢ Lome's recall as a personsa non
grata, yet for the sake of harmony we have
not glven Lee his passports. Lee has gained
the enmity of every Spaniard on the island
and the day our governiment has a little
courage instilled Into it and demands his
recall we will all shout hurrah and organize
a demonsiration of joy. Epain ls supposed
to be bankrupt, but don't for onc moment
think she will need money it war ia de-

. clared, for 1 for one will turn over the bulk of

my fortune to help her in the hour of need.
1 am not alone, for there are many others
who will' do the same. There are many pri-
vale fortunes In Spain end her colonles
which will be put at the disposal of the gov-
emment in the event of such an unjust war
as the United States government ls ap-
parently seeking to foree on us  We will
probably be ultimately defeated, but we do
not fear war.”

This man |8 one of the leading merchants
of Havana and ls Intimately connected with
the government. His fortune is large and he
has already contributed largely for patriotie
purposea. GD()RBI BRONSON REA.
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(Copyright, 188, by Press Publishing Company.)
HAVANA (via Key West), March 17.—
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watohdog, guarding Havana harbor, an
Amerlcan newspaper correspondent has been
received on board. Captain Kulate ham res-
olutely refusel to see any one, but today he
made an exception and recelved me. Cap-
tain Eulate said: "'l enjoyed my stay In New
York harbor very much, Everywhere [ went
ashore | was treated with the utmost polite-
ness by Americans. No; I cannot discuss the
possibilities of war. That is a matter for
other heads than mine to worry about. As
soon us weé have finlshed coaling the Viz-
caya will start for Mexico. Now, remember,
whether It bo war or peace, we are frienda
Just the same." S8YLVESTER SCOVEL.

ENGLAND'S FRIENDSHIFPF FOR US,

That Fact Caungen Spaln a Great Denl
of Uneariness.
(Copyright, 1598, by Press *ublishing Company.)

HAVANA (vila Key West), March 17—
(New York World Cablegram—=E8pecial Tele-
gram.)—The story of an alllance or entente
cordiale, or friendly understanding, between
England and the United States has been
confirmed In Havana. It I8 causing no end
of anxlety at the .caplain general's palace
and is just about the sole toplc of conver-
eatlon today on the Prado and the Clreule
Military. Spanlards have always boasted
that they represent the civilization of Eu-
rope In the western hemisphere. The Span-
Ish flag over Cuba, they have always main-
talned, stands for the divine rights of kings,
for anclent history and all the traditions of
a monarchy. The Unlted State= is only an
Isolated, erude republle, without a friend on
the other mide of the Atlantle. Hut the An-
glo-8axon handshake that Jehn Bull is giv-
ing Unecle S8am juat now has opened thelr
eyes. They look on In a state of bewlldered
surprise.

Some weeks ago Edward Dolz of Havana
wrote a letter to a certaln patriotic journal-
Ist who s in the Inner clreles of Spanlsh
politics and who ls an Intimate friend of
Sagasta. Dolz asked his correspondent to
let him know by cable what would be
England’'s attitude In case of war belween
Bpain and the United States. The fact that
Mr. Dolg wrote such a letter shows the Im-
portance the Spanlards attach to the part
that Bngland would play In an international
fracas over the Cuban question., Eduardo
Dolz s secretary of postoffices and mails In
General Blancs's new autonomist cabinet.
He I8 a Cuban, & man of wenlth and position,
but a loyal Spanlard and a close friend of
General Blanco and Congosto, Yesterday
evening he recelved a long cablegram from
Madrid In reply to his letter. This !s what
it sald In substance as Mr, Dolz explained
today:

“My friend In Madrld" eald Mr. Dolg,
"eables me that from a very high Britigh
gource he has obtained positive statement
of 'England's sentiments toward Spaln and
the United States. England Is bourd to the
United Statea by every tle of blood and eym-
pathy, Americans and Englishmen are prac-
tlcally one race and will always be friends.
BEogland Is not hostile to Spain. She hese
at present no ldea of taking part In & war
that might arise between Spaln and tho
United States. But it I8 useless to deny that
the entire moral support of the English peo-
ple would be given to the United States and
In case of a grave crials, where the existence
of the nation were threatened, England
would In all probabllity stand by her kins-
men across the sea. Furthermore England’s
forelgn policy demands the friendehip of
America. American Interests In Asia and
Africa are constantly Increasing, England
must have thelr support ln her advance In
the east,

"“The cablegram Is a great source of pleas-
ure to me,"” sald Mr, Dolz, "because It con-
slders merely a general statement of good
will between the two countries and it ls
practically a pledge that England has no
deslgns agalnst 8pain.'”

As soon ag Mr. Dolz recelved the telegram
he hurried over to the palace and showed It
to Dr. Congeato. Dr. Congosto jumped into
the first coach and drove to the Hotel Ingla-
terra, the resldence of Alexander Gullon,
the British consul general. He was qulite
agitated by the time he reached the hotel.
He at once button-holed Mr, Gullon and had
a long cooference with him. In epeaking of
the conference today Mr., Gullon sald;

“Bealdes ahowing me the telegram Dr.
Oongosto told me that he was informed that
the prince of Wales had recently made the
statement that England must stand or fall
with the United States in case of a war
with Spain. I assured him that I had re-
celved no advices from my government an-
nouncing any change of policy on the Cuban
question or making any reference to a pos-
slble war between Bpain and the United
States. A statement from the prince on a
question of publie polley would be without
precedence and be contrary to his life long
habit, The story may have originated In
some remark dropped by some Englishman
high In authority who wanted to retain
America's friendshlp for England In the
eaat. Britlsh and American Interests there
are [dentical and friendly. English states-
men are determined that they shall remain
#o at all costs.”

Tonight Blanco gives a banquet at the pal-
ace In honor of the captaina of the Vizcaya
and the Oquendo. All the prominent Span-
sh dignitaries In Havana will be present,
the bishop of Havana, judges, generals and
colonels, A special Invitation has been ex-
tended to the executlve ofcers of the Aus-
trian mam-of-war Donau, now In the har-
bor, but no American is hidden to the feast.
The Montgomery l& anchored pear the Donau
and I8 a much finer ship. But there ls a
difference. The Donan comes [rom the
home of Spaln's queen regent, the Mont-
gomery from the land that Is befriending
siarving Cubane. SYLVESTER SCOVEL.

SPAIN WANTS TO

ARDITRATE,

May Call Upon His Holluess, Leo

Xin, te Aet.

(Copyright, 1588, by Press Publishing Company.)
MADRID, March 17.—(New York World

Cablegram—S8peclal Telegram.)—After the
councll of ministers It was stated ofclslly
that the government had not yet recelved
the full repost of the Spanish commission
on the Malne catastrophe., 1t ls rumored
that if the weports clssh the Spaniah gov-
ernment will incline to arbitration, selecting
elther the pope or an European power, prob-
ably Belgium. The Madrid press complains
bitterly of the American preparations and
that the vessels In Cubam waters certalzly
contribute to paralyze the effarts of the new
Cubsan home rule cabinet to Induce the in-
surgents Lo submit,

ARTHUR E. HOUGHTON.

Torpedo Fleet Reealled.
MADRID, March 17.—Admiral Bermejo,
minister of marine, has wired the com-
mander of the torpedo fotilla at the Canaries
pot to proceed to Havana.

Bianro's Toast.
HAVANA, March 17.—General Blsuoco, at
the banguet last night to the oficers of the

Vizcaya and the Almirante Oquendo, teasied
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CREATES A NEW SQUADRON

Make a Place for the Ehips Now Being
Acquired for the Navy.

STATION WILL BE AT HAMPTON ROADS

From This Point Veaneln Can Reach
Threntened Districts North or

Sonth Iin n Short
. Time, N |
WASHINGTON, March 17.—The event of

the day In oMclal elrcles waz the lessuing ot
an order for the formation of a new squad-
ron of naval vezsela to be stationed at Hamp-
ton Roade. The squadron In the beginning
will conslst of five ships, all the best ot
their types. Two of them, the battleshipa
Maseachusetts and Texae, are withdrawn
from the present morth Atlantic feet at Key
West and Tortugas.

In orderirg thila movement the Navy de-
partment ls not animated by any purpose
of ylelding to representations or intimations
that may have come from (he new Spanish
minister., On the conlur_!. l!:le new |1|ud-
ron waa brought about by purely strategic
conslderations, although it appears from the
nature of the force eo far under orders to
rendezvous at Hampton Roads. that this
atrategy ls of the defensive nature.

The new squadron cannot be called a
“fiying squadron,” because the association
of heavy battleships with fleet crulsers llke
the Brooklyn, Columbla and Minneapolis, re-
duces the availuble speed of the whole to
the mpeed of the slowest veesel, and the
squadron could not do much “fying” In the
naval sense. The indications rather are that
when relnforced by eome smaller crulsers,
the squadron will constitute an ideal naval
defense.

For the last two months Influences have
been at work In the Navy department to
bring about thls change, and the board,
headed by Captaln Crowinshield, han been
In frequent eeesion of late at the depart-
ment, It Is belléved that It has endorsed the
plan at last.

Allbough the other ships to be added to
the squadron have not yet been definitely
selected, It Is aurmised that they will In-
clude eome of the other tattleships at Kes
West, and the armered erulser, New York, la
which case Admliral Sicard, It is bélleved,
will command the new force,

In place of the crulser New York the
people of Key Wast will look upon the
grim outlines of the hig monitor Puritan,
supposedly the most powerful ship fn smooth
water In the world. It will bave to aselat
it on guard the double turreted ®™monlitor
Mientonomah and the monitor Amphitrite.

NEARLY READY TO SAIL.

The Puritan Is now at Norfolk almost
ready for sea; the Miantonomah 4s at
League Ieland quite ready, snd eo
s the Amphitrite &t Port Royal,
8. C., 8o the order in the exd will
reault In the gathering of the pick of the
Nerth Atlantle squadron at Hampton Roads.

The point Is sald to be the best strategic
point on the Atlantic coast. It Is almost
centrally located and the ships from that
point can reach any portion of the coast in
short order, which is regarded as desirable,
elnce no one can tell just where a flotilla of
torpedo destroyers, or & fast crulser, may
turn up with hostile intent to attack a town.
Beeldes, the second best navy yard In the
country is there to fall back upon for re-
palra to the ships, plenty of the best coal
ls at Newport News, there s easy water to
navigate, and finally, the forts at Hampton
Roads may serve as a base of operations in
caso of need for protection, These are the
consideratione which animated the Navy de-
partment in making this new order.

It is announced that the commander of the
new squadron has not yet been selected and
pending that selection, or the arrival In port
of Admiral Blcard, it Is expected that Cap-
tain Hlggloson, the commander of the battle-
ship Maesachusetts and the senlor officer,
will hold the command of the squadron.

Remalning at Key West after the depar-
ture of the Massachusetts and the Texas,
Admiral Slcard will still have a fleet of his
own In numbers, when the spectacle will be
presented of a fleet and a squadron on one
station, something oot seen since the elvil
war,

The monitors which it is deslgned to send
to Key West are sald to be well fitted for
the service. Owing to their light draft of
from fifteen to elxteen feet, they will be able
to navigate safely the shallow waters of the
Filorida coast and will not be obliged, like
the Towa, to lle six miles out at sea from
ey West to secure enough water under
keel.

The gunboat Heleéna reported to the de-
partment that it had salled today from Fun-
chal, Madelra, for Key West, to join the
squadron.

It Is now sald that It has been definitely
determined to Lring the battleshlp Oregon
around South America to Key Weat,

The Navy department has Issued orders
that such trial as may be made of the new
torpedo boat Rodgers shall take place while
the boat s under way Saturday next from
Baltimore to Norfolk. It also will go south-
ward to joln the flotilla at Key West,

SHORT OF MEN,

The Columbiz and Minpeapolls are still
each 260 men short of thelr full quota, but
it is expected that enough men will be se-
cured In tha course of a few days to enable
the ships to be sent to Hampton Roads to
execute the orders Issued today.

‘The naval recrulting officers In the south
are meeting with succesz at New Orleans.
Yesterday they secured forty men who were
well fitted professionally for the navy.

The Spanish minlster called at the State
department at 3 o'clock and remained with
Judge Day something over an hour. Hoth
parties to the conference were extremely
reserved at 1ts conclusion. It Is understood,
however, that It developed no new phases,
but was a general talk in which pacific
assurances were exchanged aud a hopeful
view of the situation expressed,

At that time the naval order taking the
battleships Texas and Massachusetts from
Key West and asslguing them to the fleet
at Hampton Hoads was not known at the
State department, so the minister was not
officially informed of the fact. He heard it
later; however, and paturally was much
gratified, es the gradusl sirengthening of
the American fleet at Key West has been the
source of grave apprehension by the Span-
lsh government.

The semi-official statement given out at
Madrid, advancing the government's view
that a demand for (Indemnity based on
Sranlsh responeibility for the Malne ex-
plosion would be lediguantly repelled by
Spaln, stiracted much Interest in oMclal cir-
cles. Thers has been little doubt for some
time that Spaiu was preparing for the com-
tingency of an adverse report by the Ameri-

i
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preparing to an'llclpate
making clear the
standing by the report of |
misalon,

REPORT DUB IN ‘MADRID,

The report of the latter Body was due In
Madrid yesterday, and while its decision Ia
not officlally known, It Is a4 foregone con.
clusion that it will find that the Maine dls-
peter wea due to actident, resulting In an
Intecnal explosion. This was foreshadowed
In the advance utterances of Captain Peral,
head of the Spanish commiesion, who stated
publicly meveral! days ago that the theory
of external explosion was untenable.

Along with the semi-oficlal statement
from Madrid that @ demand for Indemnity
will be Indignantly repelled Is the further
statement from rellable sources that Spain
bas made It clear to thé authorities here that
imecvention may lcad to war.

The prospects of such interveantion appeatr
to be wseriously entertalned by Spain, and
strong efforts have been made to avert It
by showing that the condition of the recon-
centrados dld not warrant the step and also
that It would threaten to end all prospecis
of further paclfic negotlations,

Both governments have been sounding each
other on the activity of the other in search-
ing for ships, but therg bas been little
ground ror objaqtbo on elther uide a8 boih
have been In the uua markets. The ad-
miaistration explaina Hs buying of &hips on
the ground that Spalv's attitude has been
80 menacing as naturally to call for an
augmented navy, while Spain takes the sams
view that the activity o the United States
requires sullable preparations by the Spanish
navy.

The report that Spaln had protested agalinat
a fillbustering expedition to Puerto Rico cane
not be verified, es ofMelals here say that
this expedition fhas mot yet got away,

STRENGTH OF THE STATES.

The organized and unorganized strength

of each state Is as follows:

offact it by
‘s polley of
Spanlah com-

Unor-

Organized. gunined,
Alabama . 2,488 1625, 00
Arkarsas . 2,020 LT, 0040
California LU 2!-'.0:.‘3
Colorado ... 1,058 K5, ()
Cornecticut 373 108,148
Delaware .., 458 28,050
FlIovlaf, ..ivnons nesser . T0,000
Georgif ccovvais cunnnns 261,021
IdaN0 .civveaenns 0o 20,000
ITHNOIB ..vvvevess ssaens vess 6,200 750, 000
Indinne ......cco6 emiasizes « LNG 500, (00
1OWR «eoses vo wsnsrnssnneniosn H4T0 204874
KANBAB covuvves svsoes TR « 1463 10k}, (k)
KeENtUcKY soceiees envsnsions 1,171 361, 117
Loulslana ........ ... Nfsves . 2,693 135,000
MUIne ..ouvisi besascantrnsas JoB 104,042
Maryland .....cv0 e s 1025 154, 000
Muassnchusetts ....... o sead BISG 478,655
MIChIZBRAR ciiivisn issnstsss o S48 260,000
MINNesola ivisene s ashyea ! 1,504 175,000
Mississippl 1,745 233,480
Missourl ........ 2,349 410,000
Montana L 41,381
Nebraska 1,158 101,026
Nevada ... M ] 6,200
New llampshlre 1,305 4,000
New. Jersey ... 4,297 385,273
New *York ..... 14,84 £00,000
North Carolina . 1,647 245,000
North Dakotw ... 407 14,437
Ohlo ..... Aewm sassasinsssaives 004 630,000
OTOEON. cocveiinns sansesinns LIS 59,522
Perma)'lvnnia sesasunsas anes B021 b‘?’t s.u
Rhode Island .....oceseeh.s 1,316
Bouth Carollnn ..... vesssis BN ]l?(lﬁ”
South DaKOR .vveivesaneess 695 56,000
TENNCESED +uvianee rensdfone BLUG 180,000
Texns .oovee ws ssnsiessviaphe WHULS 200,000
ULAN seesnsssan snsssalfiosebon  OBG 5,000
VErmont «iverase sitnes 44,104
Virginia ...... . e 304,225
Washlngton ...... .. X757
West Vil‘g‘tﬂla asibabs 125,000
Wisconsln ........ 2m 812,152
Wyoming .cvvee » 476 8,000
Arizona ...... 539 ° 20,000
New Mexico 6a2 35,000
Oklanhoma ... 6AT 50,000
District of Columbl 1M 47,000

A recapltulatica of thla total by arma of
service showa aa follows: Generals, 68; of-
ficers ca the general staff, 916; regimental
fleld and staff officers, 2,420; company of-
ficers, 56,802; non-commissloned officers, 20,-
465; musiclans, 6,444; privates, 80,007,

PLENTY OF HEAVY ORDNANCE.

The War department Is not In the market
@8 a purchaser of Qieavy ordnance. It now
has more than 100 splendid breech-loading
rifies and mortars lylng on akids In the vi-
cinity of the polnts selected for fortifica-
tions.

This fact has not prevented the depart-
ment from buying all the rapld fire guns
obtainable at reasonable rates, end day be-
fore yesterday thirty such weapons were
bought and soon will be on their way to
New York from the Vicker works in Eng-
land.

Secretary Long had s busy foremoon at
the Navy department. Among hls callers
wers Representatives Meyers and Bacon of
tho house naval committee, who came (o
consult with the secretary relative to legls-
latlon in the direction of Improving the
personnel of the nayy. After conferring with
these men the secretary went over to the
White House and bad a long talk with the
president ebout the personnel bill, and the
report of the court of Inquicy.

In nearly every town in the country large
enough In its own estimation to justify such
a claim, has sppealed to Becretary Long to
christen one of the newly acquired Bra-
zillan cruisers im Its honor.

The naval officecs are somewhat dlscour-
aged at the receipt of additicaal quantities
of provisions at Key Weat destined for the
reliel of the suffering reconcentrados In
Cuba, as the department has not just now
any avallable sultable vessel for the dellvery
of the supplies, and it may become necessary
to charter a merchant vessel.

The gunboat Vicksburg has ealled from
Martinique for 8t. Thomms, and the expecta.
tion la that the boat will finally join the
squadron at Key West,

The Vesuvius salled this moming from
Fort George, Fla., for "Washington. Many
substantial advances baye been made In the
mechanian of dynamite guns, such as the
Vesuvius carries, alace |t waa built, and the
department proposes to. overbaul It at the
Washington navy yard*at once.

DYNAMITE WAS SMIFPED TO CUBA.

Nothing to Shew Where it Was Used
by Spamnish,

(Copyright, 1598, by Press Publishing Company,)

KEY WEST, Fla., March 17.—(New York
World Cab'egram—Epecial Telegram.)—The
story giving the detsils and striking rela-
tion of a large shipment of dynamite con-
signed to the Spenish government hes
created much comment smong all clarses
here, especially Gowernment Intermediary
Selwyn of Philadelphia, well known to your
correspondent. His full pame ls Willlam
M, Bchilsinger Belwyn, an electrical, mining
and mechanical ‘engineer, who for two
years representad ip Havape the firm of B.
Stlliman of Boaton, general machinery and
supply agents. Stillman and Selwyn are
great Spanish sympathizers, and would
paturaliy recelve any orders for confidence
from the Spanlsh authorities. At the
time of the order Selwyn had separated
from Stillman. He endeavored to trace
back the shipment referred to. Im doing so
he discovered that greater quantities of
dynaminte have entered Havana during the
last two years than bave been surely used
for legitimate purposes. In August, 1895,
the Havasa bharbor commissioners com-
menced the difcult task of revoving the
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RECEPTION TO JOHN DALY

Omaha Extends a Hearty Welcome to
Irish Leader,

GREETED BY GOVEKNOR AND

MAYOR

Sufferer in English Prisons Pleads
Hin Caunse Hefore a Large
Audience_Rennlutions Cens-

, suring England.

John Daly, Irish patelot, was given a mag-
nificent reception by the Omaba public last
night. Crelgtiton hall, where he was the
guest of honor, wae filled to the doors with
the audlence which had come to listen to the
tale of his experlience in English prisons and
his appeal to the Irlsh-Amerlcans of this
section of the country to vally to Ireland’s
elde In Its fighit for liberty., The attendance
waua cectaloly enthuslastie enough, for there
was not a roference in elther Mr. Daly's
epeech or ln the eddressea of the other
speakers to the struggles of the Emerald Isle
which was not greeled with vociferous ap-
plavse, |

For the ocoasion the hall has been pro-
fusely decorated with coloes—ihe tricolor or
Ameriea slde by slde with the green of Erin.
The porteails of the four Americans particu-
larly selected for prominence In the setrug-
glea for Ameclcan liberty were the maln
features of ithe decorations. The [(aces of
Washington, Lincoln, Grant and Sherldan
looked dewn upon the audienico from wreatha
of American flags. Red, white and blue and
green flags and banvers and streamers were
draped in all othen portions of the stage,
Eall and balcony.

John Daly waa escorted to the hall shortly
before 8 o'clock by a contingent of Hiber-
nfan Knlghts. He took his seat upon the
stage to the extreme right of the chalrman
ol the meeting, Attorney General C. J. Smyth,
Between Biim and the chalrman sat Governor
Holeomb. To the left of the chalrman wete
scated Mayor Moores and Adjutant General
Barry, Grouped about them on the atage
were the following: James E. Boyd, John
Rush, John ¥, Coad, Joha Quinn, Martin
Langdon, Dr. McCrann, Dr. A, W. Riley,
Colonel Daly, J. J. O0'Conner, J. J. Riley, J.
A, McShane, Liuetenant !-‘urnsm. &hjor J,
M. McMahon, P. J, Cummings, P. C. Healey
Michael Kelly, R. J. Russell, P. Mcnmth
Frank Keonedy, Ed Smith, John C. Button
of Lincoln, P. J. Riley, Thomas Blackburn
and Victor Rosewater.

SMYTH BPEAKS,

After a spirited medley of natlonal and
Irish national music by an orchestra the
program of speeches was opened by Chalr-
man Smyth., He expiained tLe object of the
gathering as being & method of interest in
Ireland’'s struggle of centuries for liberty.
This struggle commenced when the princt-
ple that the man belonged to the state was

of personal abuse.

——
—
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experience during his twelve and a half
years' confinement,

He sald It waa just fourteen years ago
that he stood before an English judge and
had been sent to spend the remainder of his
life in & dungeon. Convicted of treason-fel-
ony, he sald that he did not intend to say
anything of his own gullt or innocence, but
to show that England is not only a bully,
but & liar and fraud. In the first place It
was pointed out that England had given 1L
out that she dealt with the Irish eationalist
s with English conviots. This the speaker
declared to be false. The convicis were al-
lowed nightly rest; the Irish ‘'felons" were
wakened every bour of the night; the for-
mer were hended thelr food in tin cups; the
lntter: had to ¢reep on thelr knees for theirs;
the Irlshmen were treated to every specles
Upon the s!ightest provo-
catlon they were sentenced to subsist for
days upon bresd and water and were strictly
confined to molltary celle. Ax g result of

such treatment o pumber became Insane,
Even then the cruelty did not abate. If the
lunatics, laboring under delusioms, refused

to obey the orders of thelr jallers, they were
punished and it was glven out to the world
that they were only shamming, The false-
hood of this statement, the speaker sald, was
proval by the fuct that after thelr release
the men remained insane. Yet In splte of all
this cruelty and brutality, the patriot pris-
omers flung back the Insults in.the faces of

supplanted by that which declared that the | their jallers and could not be induced or

state was a servant of the people,
tpeaker gegerted that liberty was the right
of every man who was willing te fight for it
Irishmen have fought for the prize, but it
Is still unattained, In crder to secure it and
to -escape the evils of the lanllord system
many of Erin's people have fled to the shel-
ter offered by the stars and stripes. These,
now happy American citizens are aeeking
to assist thelr fellow couutrymen to secure
the same benefit by meetings stuch as these,
which are being held despite the fact that
England does not conslder that America Ia
doing right In allowing them.

“Amerlea'" was sung by Jules Lumbard,
the audience joining in the chorus. The
chorus was so great that the veteran mong-
eter gave the following Impromptu verse as
an encore:

God bless Bweet Erin's Isle,
Her heroes have thy smile,
For evermore
Bid persecutlon cease, .
From cruel wrong releanse, \
God glve her lasting peace,
While we adore, 1

I GOVERNOR'S GREETING.

The guest of the evening was welcomed
to the state in an address by Governor Hol-
comb. In opening the governor referred to
the struggles of the founders of the Unlted
States government to obtalin the prize of 1ib-
erty, which has grown to such proportions
that It now protects 70,000,000 people, He
sald that it was fitting, therefore, for these
people to extend the right hand of fellow-
ship to the Irish who arc undergolng the
same siruggles and sicrifices to enjoy the
blessings of free government. That the
Unlted States is ready and willing to stiil
further extend the enjoyment of free gov-
ernment js exhibited by the sympathy that
s belng shown not only the Irlsh, but also
the Cubans. Nebraska partakes In this feel-
ing and It was In Its behall that the gov-
ernor sald he extended a welcome to the
Buest,

Chalrman Smyth lntroduced Mayor Moores
In which he referred to the latter In compli-
mentary terms. He particularly spoke of
him as one who had rendered gallant service
In glving liberty to the black citlzens of the
country during the civil war,

MAYOR'S WELCOME,

Mayor Moores extended a most hearty wel-
come in behalf of Omaha to the visitor., He
sald that Mr. Daly would find the clty filled
with his liboerty-loving friends. He referred
to Mr. Daly's prison experience, but rejolced
that it had chenged him from an exclusive
possession of Ireland to one owned by the
whole world—an example of sacrifice to lib-
erty. In the course of his remarks the mayor
gpoke of the manner In which Irishmen had
shown their patriotism to thelr adopted
country on the battlefields of the last war.
In concluslon he ageln welcomed the vyisitor
to Omaha.

*Shandon Bells" and “Killarney" were
sung by Mies Rose Brady and a recitation,
“Morning on the Irish Coast,'" was rendered
by D. J. Hurley. These numbers were to
have been followed by an address by Hon.
Charles J. Greene, who, however, was not
present, The following speaker was John
Daly.

DALY APPEARS,
Mr. Duly delivered hls address with a
plainly discernible “brogue.” He detalled

the experience of himeelf and companions
in English prisons in an entertaininog way.
but the features of his remarks were the
pasrion and bitter feeling In which he de-
tailed the terrible sufferings he and his
fellow patriots suffered at the hands of the
British government and the expressione ol
his patriotic love for [reland.

Mr. Daly commenced by saying that he
had not come to America In the interest of
faction or pur:y. He sald that he knew no
party, but bed becn sent to hle dungeon as
a representative of a principle—as an Irivh
natlonalist. He asserted that if his country
called upon him again to fight her battles
in prison be was as realy to go back s
the youngest man ip the sudience. He then
started upcn a relation of & portion n! his

T i e

fo bring shame or humiliation upon
the pame of Irish patriot. '
WOULD CARRY A RIFLE

"I have not come to this country to avall
myself of Its laws,'” continueg Mr. Daly. “1
bdave not come here to say thinga that I
would not say Iln my own country. I am
going back to Ireland next May and I will
take upon myselt the responsibility of say-
ing there aa I do now, ‘I wish to God I had
a chance to carry a rifle for Irclanl's free-
8om.” I am but one of the mank and file,
but I glory In the fact that brutality amd
suffering has not taken from me the desire
1 ohtained from my mother to be free."

Mr. Daly related also the numerous at-
tempts that were made to Induce him to tes-
tity agalnst Charles Stuart Parnell, his 1ih-
erty belng offered as a reward. He sald
that ten years ago it had been proved that
he was lmprisoned as a result of a consplr-
acy, but that nevertheless he was ol re-
leased. He asserted, too, that shortly after
his Imprisonment he had been glven a dose
of polson, accidentally or otherwise, by his
jailers, He was demanding an investigation
angd If it was not glvem he was ready to as-
sert that a dellberate attempt had been made
to polson him because he would not betray
Parnell. In concluslon bhe said:

“You American citizens owe something to
Ireland. Irish Intelligence and Irlsh bra'na
helped to raise your stars and stripes and
to keep them afloat. You owe more to Ire-
land than to Cuba, for no Cuban headed
your army, It Is sald that we can get lib-
erty more cheaply through the House nf
Commons, but I hope there la more man-
hood among Irishmen tham to trade with
partles. Rather let them stend shoulder to
ahoulder for Ireland. You Irishmen must
put by the spirit of facticn, When the cry
for freedom comes to you, you must asslat, or
else shut your mouthe and say nothing for
Irish freedom. Irishmen will stand for them.
selves and If necessary will get as their
reward a dungeon or death."”

At the conclusion of the address John Rush
offered the (followmng resolutlons to the
meeting, slgned by the local committee, con-
slating of Martin Langdon, T. L. McDonnell,
John Powers, R. O'Keiffe and John Rush:

RESOLUTIONS.

Wherens, we have listened to the reclial
of the inhuman cruclties inflicted upon the
guest of this evening as a political prisoner
in British dungeons—eruelties which are a
reflex of the barbarous government of Ire-
land hy England, and

Whereas, such punishment {a repugnant
to the laws of all elvlllzed natlons and par-
ticularly abhorrent to the people of this
republic, whose constitution Is the founda-
tlon upon which are bullt—patriotism, char-
ity and personal lberty; therefore,

Resolved, That we denounce In the strong-
est language any system of government
which would countenance or encourange such
unnecessary rigors; and while we heartlly
sympathize with Mr., Daly and men llke
him, who, at the risk of thelr lives, have
shown thelr devotlion to thelr natlve land,
we feel that England has earned for herself
the condemnation of the world In thus using
the power of the victor over the vanquished,

Resolved, That we are In full accord with
the sentiments expressed by John Daly and
with the asplrations of Ireland for auton-
omy and Independence. “Unprised are ber
sons (il they learn to betray." The poetie
truth has become an historic axlom, and
that natlon which, through centuries of
wrong, temptation and travall, has per-
slstently battled fdr Its rights deserves the
admiration of mankind and the full rea'iza-
tion of all its hopes and amhitlons.

Resolved, That whenever England shows
o desire for an alliance with another power
or manifests u friendship which Is forelgn
to s Instinets and historie seifishness, It
{s the duty of that power to look with sus-
plelon upon such manifestations. There-
fore we warn the executive and legisintive
Lranches of our government to repel all
advances made by Great Britaln looking ta
any alllance with our country, Great
Brituin 2id not seck allluinee with the Srug-
gling colonles, but sought George Wash-
ington in order that he might recelve the
-tnrnplrped sentence to be “hanged, drawn
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SAD STORY OF CUBA

Benator Prootor Reporis on His Recenf
Experienoe in the Ialand,

—

DELIVERS AN ADDRESS TO THE SENATI:

Impossible for Him to Describe All th@
Boenes He Witnessed,

PEOPLE STARVING BY THE THOUSANDS

Military Goveroment is the Acme of
Eratality,

—

AUTONOMY COMES TOO LATE TO SUCCEED

Senator's Remarks Are Devold of
Scemmationnlism, the Speaker ,-"
Leaving the Pablie o

Draw Conclusions,.

WASHINGTON, March 17.—Senator PProoe
tor of Vermont, who returued last Sundap
from an extended trip to and through th
Island of Cuba, this aftesenoon made a states
ment to the senate of hla observations om
tho lsland.

Froen many viewpointe the statemeng
was remarkable. It had evidently been mosg
carefully prepared. Bvery element of sen=
sationallem had been studiously eliminated
freem It, and, except =0 far as the facts res
elted were sensational, it bore not the slights
est evidence of an effort to arouse the pubs
lle mind to the conditions of affalre on the
leland.

Bvery statemont of Me, Proctor was withl
preciglon and accuracy which characterize
the accurate demonsiration of a problem im
mathematies. Calm and dispassionate to &
notable degrée, the utterances of the senator
arcused a breathlees Interest. Every person
wittiln the ecund of his volce was convinoed
that he was putting his observations Inta
caveful torms, lest he might subject himself
to the criticlam of belng emotlonal,

Oue of the best characterizatlons of the
statement was made by Senator Frye a few
minutes alfter s delivery, "It 18, gald he,
*“Just es It Proctor had held up his right
hand and sworn to it.” That was thoe Ime
preselon the statemeant made upon the senates

The scene in the senate just preceding and
during the dellvery of the speech of Benatop
Proctor was almost dramatie In the Inten=
elty of 418 lnterest. The occaslon of the ad-
dress roso very unexpectedly. The natlonal
quarantine bill was under discussion and
Sonator Mallory (Fla.) had been recognized
for a apesch lu opposition to the pending
neazire.

YIRLDS T} PRIACTOR.

Mr, Frye entered the chamber wnd, intere
rupting Mr. Mallacy, requested him to xield
to Mr. Proctor, who desired to wake a atates
ment concernlng hig obeervatione In Cuba
of nterest to the sanate and to the covulry.

Instantly there wae a commotion on the
floor and In the galleries, It had been an-
nounced that Mr. Proctor would ®oon mnike
a statement, but It was not suppossd that he
would make it on the floor of the senate.

A call of the senate was demandad by Mr,
Chandler and In a few minutes every sgn=-
ator in the capitol was In his meat. The
word having been passed through the corri-
dors, people flccked Into the gallerles until
they were packed.

Senator Proctor was accorded the closest
attention throughout hils speech. He con-
fined himself to his manuseript and at the
concluslon, while there was no demonsiras
tion, he was cordially congratulated by many
of his colleagues.

Mr., Proctor read his speech from manue
script, speaking rapldly, but clearly, The
speech in full follows:

“More Importance seems to be attached
by others to my recent visit to Cuba than T
have glven it

‘It bas been suggested that I make &
publie statement of what | saw and how the
situation impressed me. This T do on nc-
count of the public Interest In a1l that con-
cerns Cuba and to correct any lnaccuracles
that have not unnaturally appeared In some
of the reporied Interviews with me.

“My trip was entirely unoficial and of
my own motlon; not suggested by any one.
The only mention T made of It to the presi=
dent was to tell him that I contemplated®
such a trip and to ask him if there wan any
objection to It, to which he replied that he
could see none, No one but myself, there-
fore, s responsible for anything in this states
ment,

“Judge Day gave me a brief note of Intro=
duction to General Lee and I had letters of
Introduction from business friends at the
north to bankerda and other business men at
Havana, and they In turn gave me letters
to thelr correspondents In other citios. These
leiters to business men were very useful, as
one principal purpose of my visit was to
ascertaln the views of gpractical mon of
affaire upon the situation.

LEE 18 INVALUABLE,

“0Of General Lee 1 need say littlee Hls
valuable services to his country In his try-
g position are too well known to his couns
trymen to require mentldning. Bedldes his
ability, high character and courage he pose
sesses the Important requisites of unfalling
tact and courteny, and withal, hls milltary
education and training, and hils soldieripn
qualities are Invaluable adjuncts in the
equipment of our representative In a country
so completely under military rule as la Cuba,

“Goeneral Lee kindly invited us to sit at
his table at the hotel during our stay la
Havana and thls opportunity for frequent
informal talke with him was of great belpy
to me. In additlon to the Information he
voluntarily gave me It furtished a cone
vaolent opportunity to ask the various quess
tlons that suggested themeclves In expluvias
tlon of things seen and heard in our Lrip
throughout the country.

“l mlso met and spent conelderable time
with Coneul Brice at Matanzas and with
Captain Barker, a staunch ex-confederara
soldler, at Sagua la Grende, a fricnd of the
senator from Missisaippl, Mr. Walthall,

“None of our vepresentatives whom I moeg
tn Cuba are of my political faith, but thers
is & broader faith not bound by party linvd,
They are all three true Americans and have
done excellent eervice,

“It has been stated that I sald there wam
po doubt that the Maine was blown up from
the outslde. Thia Js a mistake, I may have
sald that such was the genersl Impression
among Americans in Havana. In fact I bave
uo opiolon about It myself and carefully
avolded forming one. 1 gave no attention t@
these outside surmises,

REPORT WILL CARRY CONVICTION. !

“I met the members of the court on theln

boat, but would as eeon appromch ewr n\




