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Who said the forcelosure of the Tnilon
Tacific nnd  fts  reorganization under
President Burt did not mean good news
for Omalin?

There 15 no noed of waiting nntil Arhop
day to plant trees, Peaple who want to
embellish thelr premises shonld start In
a8 soon as the frost Is permanently out
of the gronnd,

As n eurtain ralser a brisk sot-to hoe.
Twoen the Hehit welezhits, Casta 1ea and
Nicnrngua, might aronse the
fnterest of the spectators for o prospeet-
Ive more Hvely enconnter.

serve (o

A dividend  declared for a broken
Omaha saviogs hank amd the recelver
sitting haek waltime for tardy depositors
1o call for thele money, 17 this is not a
gign of puosperity, what is 119

Omaha Is weapped up in the fortheom
Ing exposition, but 1t s not far
wrapped up that it is not ready to en-
conrnge thie establislunent here of evory
new  factory that ean  be induemd
Cotne,

=iy
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Why a reproduetion of the Bryan
homestend? Why not move the orlginal
up from Lincoln, together with its in-
mntes, and loeate them afl on the ex-
position grounds? Would not that slake
curlosity better?

The pnid attorney of the scehool board
can save his salary several times over
in increasing the board's revenues, hut
Le cannot do It by simply pointing out
the slump In the proceeds of the fines
aud pennlties necounl,

The man who ablhors prosperity
chavges President MeKinley with being
painfully oblivious to public senthment.
What about the wan who denles that
1here 18 any business improvement and
scouts the idea of restored prosperity?

Tn the meantime the question of whot
to do with the seals In Bering sea s he-
Ing sadly neglected. With so many Pa-
clfic steamships engaged in carrying gold
hunters northward it Is possible that the
seil herd will eseape notiee entirely this
year and thus one eause of Internationnl
friction be removed.

- — ]

The new achool hoard scems to have
fno more appreciation of its duty to con-
duct Its affalrs on economical business
principles than its predecessor. If there
15 any reason why school board employes
should be pald more than regular union
wages the taxpayers fall to see it. It
looks very much like another case of
political carpentry at the expense of the
school childeen,

There hag never been any doubt that
the admintstration wounld stand by Con-
aul General Lee, To do otherwise would
be to afford the enemles of the admTnis-
tration an excuse for continuing a guer-
rilla warfare ngainst the United States
government and to devise new methods
of harassing the president and hig ad-
wisers while they are busy with the af-
falrs of the nation.

Under the maximum freight rate de-
elsion we now have Inws of intermittent
coustitutionality, A rrelght schedule
may be consgtitutional one month, un-
constitutional the next month and con-
stitutional agaln the third month, all de-
pending whether it enables the rallronds
to make profits on infated eapitaliza-
ilon satisfactory to the eourt. Now you
sice It and now you don't,

Within the past year a large amonnt
of American cotton has heen shipped to
Japan, but not until the past week has
any shipment been made direct from a
gulf port to the ovlent, A British ship
loft Galveston harbor a few days ago
Taden with bales of the fleecy staple to
the value of about $300,000 bound for
Kobe and Nagasaki, The ship will cross
the Atlantle and pass through the Suez
canal on the way to Japun, This ship-
ment is one of the best arguments for
the deep harbor yet advaneed.

The organ of the ganmblers' gang be
rutes Pollee Judge Gordon for upholding
the law agalnst auvtomatic gambling
machines and binding the gamblers over
to the distriet conrt. This Is the same
organ that has been excusing the inefi-
cviency of the police, alloging that they
can never secure convietions in the poliee
court. A little while ago the gang organ
pretended it secured the abatement of
the slot machines, while now It is opeuly
championing them, But then, Judge
Gordon cannot hope to do his duty with-
out Incurring the displeasure of the
gamblers and their ruvners

THE MAXIMUM RATE DECISION.

The long delayed decislon of the Ne-
braska maximum freight rate cases by
the Unlted States supreme court has In
the main been nnticipated. It has been
an open secret for months, If not for
years, that the court was to affirm the
rilllng of Justlice Brower against the
state, thus nullifying the act passed by
the legisglature of 1800

The afect of the decision Is far-reach-
Ing. While it does not deprive the state
of the right to regolate rallroad rates
under the constitutional provision which
exprossly empowers the legislatyre to
enact maximom rate laws, It rodoces
that power to the mere privilege of sug-
gosting a echedule of charges which the
federal codrts may allow to stand or
may hang up at will

In practiee this means the establish-
ment of a double veto power, one to he
exoreised by the governor, the other by
any federal Judge. But while the leg.
Islature may override the veto of the ex-
ecutive, the judicial veto arbitrarvily over-
rides Dboth the governor and the logls.
ature, In other words fhe declsion af-
flrms the priveiple that the federal courts
are the poblic earvier rnte-mnking power
within the state lines as well as without
the state, Carvied to its logical sequence
the federal courts may at will hang up
not only all state legislation aMecting the
income of publie corporations, but they
may even nullify a clty ordinance regu-
lnting =treet ear fares or hack hire when-
ever they ean be persuaded by Inwyers

that the regnlntion entalls o possible
loss, or a possible failbre to carn divi
denils,

In othier respoects the declsion 18 really
an athirmation_of the vlght of the state
to reopen the questjion Involved as many
times as there 1s a change in the volume
of railway trattie or in the price of farm
products,  Foue yoars ago Judge Brower
was perstiided that rates 30 per cent
higher than those In Torce In Towa were
not high enongh for Nobraska, This
vear he o some other federal Judge may
be persnaded  that these same  rates
wottld bie extortionats,

Under suel conditions the calllng of a
leglsinture 1o revise aml  re-ennet the
st feeleht rate lw of 1805 would
Do useless sinee a new low woulil have
to go through the gaae eonrt process and
the atlorney gencral now has the right
o move for o dissolution of the Injune-
tion by which the existing lnw s sus-
prendded,

THE MUNKEY UN HAND.

The LI appropriating $50,000,000 for
national d fense was passed hy the honse
af representatives without a dissenting
vote, 311 members going on vecord In
support of the measnre,  In presenting
Lt il Me, Cannon of 1Hinols, chalrman
of the committer on appropriations. sald
that the money to meet the approprin-
thon, If It Is expended, Is In the treasury
and therefore there was not presented
with  the propositlon one to  borrow
monoy or to Inerease taxation, *to which
almost any nation on carth would have
been obliged to resort.”  He also de-
elarved that it should not be regarded as
a war appropriation, but rtather ns a
peace  measure,  significantly  adding:
“rhe government of the United States
wonld not If it could trench on the
rights of any natlon on earth,” The con-
stderation of the bil elieited patriotie
utterances from men of all parties,

The natlonal treasury Is well prepared
for 1his expenditure. There s an avail-
able cash bhalance, exclusive of the gold
reserve, of $225,000,000, the reserve
amounting to over $108.000,000. With
the present resources of the treasury
double the amonnt of the apprapriation
conld be  spared  without Interfering
materially If at all with the ability
of the government to take carve of
ita  current  obligations, In the
event of war, however, it would un-
doubtedly be necessary to borrow money
and this could be done by the govern-
ment at home to any extent necessary.
A war lonn of $500,000,000 could be ob-
tained from the American people withont
the least dificulty, at a rate of interest
hizher than the government is paying on
the Londs sold during the Cleveland ad-
ministration, part of the proceeds of
wlich, It may be remarked, goes to
mike up the treasury gold reserve. In
no way wonld our people more strongly
manifest their patriotism than in sub-
seribing to a government loan for earry-
ing on o war with Spain and however
prolonged the war might be our govern-
ment would not have to seek abroad for
the means to earry It on. In this respect
the Uniteq States has an enormous ad-
vantage of Spain, whose treasury is al-
most empty and whose people are not
in condition to supply the government
with the money a war would require,
while it 18 without the credit to obtain
the necessary means ¢lsewhere,

—
IS A CIRISIS NEAR AT HAND?

The events of the last two or three
days certalnly seem to warrnnt the opin-
lon  very wonerally  expressed that n
crisis in the celatlons of the United
States and Spain is near at hand. From
the great activity of this government in
defensive preparations it I8 to be in-
ferred that it has information Justifying
prompt action in order to be ready for
an emergency.  The presumption is that
the administration has good reason to
belleve that Spain Is preparing for war
and that there s danger of that nation
taking the aggressive,  The disposition
pecently shown by the Spanish govern-
ment s not altogether concilintory, The
request for the recall of Consul Gen-
eral Lee, although withdrawn as soon
as it was ascertained that the president
wonld not consider it, and the objection
to the use of United States war vessels
in the transportation of supplies to the
starving Cubans, evidence a feeling that
Is not reassuring.  The hostility to Gen-
eral Lee will not abate, but is likely
rither to become Intensithad by the de-
¢lslon of the administration not to ac-
cede to the request for his recall. There
js obviously in this a possibllity of
trouble.  Our government has  made
some coneession In the matter of trans-
porting relief supplies in war ships, but
is determined to send them In naval
vesscls, so that there Is a ¢hance for
ditficuly In regard to this.

There ¢an be no doubt thet Spaln s
apprehensive of action by the govern-

meut of the United States unfavorable

1o its Interesls In Cuba. There has been
no outglving or Intimation by the Wash-
Ington administration to warrant suach
fear, but it ls quite possible that Presl-
dent MeKinley has fixed upon a time
when, If the Insurrection In Cuba Is
not suppressed or the outlook for its
suppression la.not improved, he will take
steps looking to the ending of the war
there. The Spanish government very
likely belleves this to be the case and
Is expecting some lntervention that will
force It into war. Even the recogultion
of the insurgents might have this result,
slnee It would probably be regarded by
Spain as preliminary wo the recognition
of Cuban Independence, which s the
only proper and logleal thing for the
United States to do if It shaii take any

part In Cuoban affalrs. We lLave
no  doubt that TIresident McKin-
ley Is  strongly averse to  war.
He knows what war moeans and
lie understands what Its  unsettling
and disturbing effects would be, He will

do nothing which he does not feel there
I3 the fullest Justification for.  Such
Justification may come at any time,
Some  cireumstance may arise  which

would so inflame the publie mind that
the president wonld be Impoelled to act,

There I8 no gquestion that the situation
Is critieal, yet It I8 not necessary to con-
c¢lnde that war is Imminent op Inevitable.
At the time of the Vieginins affair, in
1873, Spain and the Unlted States scemed
to be neaver war than now. General
Grant was president and he made prop-
arations for the threatoned hostilitios,
even going so far, 1t is sald, as to have
proposed  the organfzation of an army
for the invasion of 8pain. DBt the ve-
sonrces of diplomacy provid sutfcient
o avert the calamity of war and the dif-
fieulty was peacefully adjosted. Clp-
cimstanees are different now, hut per-
haps they are not beyond the resonrees
of diplomacey.

COMMERCIAL PROUGIIESS,

This country has mude remirkable
commereinl prozress o the Inst year and
the indientions are that the eurvent yenr
will be the greatest In our history for
Ameriean teade and Industey. The ex-
ports for the two months of this year
are greater than for any corresponding
period and Europe continnes to oagerly
tike our grain, while the produets of
Ameriean mills and factories are going
fhrond® in lucredsing volume,  Gold =
coming here and there are many millions
of the yellow metal In Surope yot to
come—money that has been Kept abroad
beeause It conld be more profitably em-
ployed there than here,  The railronds
of the country arve prospering and it is
sidd that the prospect for the business of
the Great Lakes is that it will far sur-
pass that of any other year, great ns
wis the business of 1807, ‘Ihe tron In-
dustry was never in better eondition
than at this time, the wool and wonlen
industries are prospering and with the
exciéption of the cotton Industry all the
manufacturing interests of the country
arve doing well. There Is an abundant
snpply of money for all legitimate en-
terprises and bank clearvings show that
more of 1t is going into legitimnte enter-
prises than for several years,

Commercially and industeially
Tinited States Is advancing more rapidly
than any other nation. It Is moving
steadily forward to supremacy In the
world of trade, the attainment of which
is not remote If there shall be no check
to Its progress. Given peace and the
maintenance of political policles whose
wisdom has been demonstrated and
there need be no misgivings as to the
future standing of this republic among
commercinl nations,

the

A GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION,

The announcement by President Burt
that the Unlon Paclfie railroad will con-
tribute £25.000 to the Transmississippi
Exposition will be halled with satisfac-
tion by the friends of the exposition, and
especinlly by the citizens of Omuha. The
Union Pacific railrond has always heen
recognized as Omaha's prinecipal artery
of commeree and the liberality exhibited
by the new management towards the en-
torprise on which Omaha has staked go
much will be gratefully appreciated,
There is no doubt that had the present
management been In unhampered con-
trol of the great transcontinentanl rallway
it would have been among the first, if
not the first, of the rallroads giving sub-
stantial support to the exposition, The
delay In Its action ig readlly accounted
for by the complications surrounding the
ownership while the rond was In the
hands of vecelvers, It goes without say-
ing that the Union Pacifie is part of
Omaha and will share with Omaha the
new prosperity as well as it has shared
in its adversities. The publicsplrited
poliey Inaugurated by DPresident Burt
ean not fail to elieit good feeling and
commerelal reclproeity among our busi-
ness men, and tend to strengthen the
hold of the road upon the people of this
clty and state.

At the beglnning of the session of the
Towi legislature not yet ended There was
much opposition to the proposed hoard
of control for the various state Institu-
tions, the purpose of which is to reduce
the mumber of trnstees and managers and
simplify the management of the institu-
tions, Since the bill for that pwrpose
has heen presented and has been fresly
discussed in the newspapers and on the
floor of the senate, much of the opposl-
tion has disappeared and it now looks
na if the bill would become a law, Cen.
tralizing and shaplifying the manage-
ment of state institationg is the tend-
ency In all states, but It Is something
that must e done with due regard to
the interests of ench and every one of
the institutions, and no loophole for ex.
travaganee or corruption can be permit-
ted without endangering the whole sys-
tem.

The people living in little Rhode Island
are constdering the advisablility of a new
state constitution, ang this is going to
be as dificult to frame as would a new
constitution for a big siate, A commis.
slon has just presented to the legislature
the draft of a new constitution in which
several Important changes are proposed.
Direct taxpayars only would be eligible
as voters at elections where taxes were
Imposed and in municipal elections, but

Lt.lle time of resldence required for suf-
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rfruo would he reduced to one year. An-
other propo In regard to suffrage
Is that no ond o become a citizen by
naturallzation wpless able to read and
write the E language. Under the
proposed constitntion the house of rep-
resentatives would be increased In mem-
berslilp from wseventy-two to 100, but
with a provfsh! that no municipality
sliould have more than one-fourth of the
members, THe Intter s to prevent the
city of Providence from having more
than  twenty-five members, Blennial
electlons are pravided for and the gov-
ernor rellevedt from his present duty
of presiding aver the senate. In many
respects the ohler states of the east are
hehind the westorn states in the matter
of having modern eonstitutions, though
some of them are mnking efforts to eateh
up with the procession.

Tha frionds

of a Cineinnatl woman
cortalnly  displayed bad  taste  in
choosing  this time to give promi-
nence  to  the faect that she and
not the late Miss Willard was the

founder of the W, . T, U, While it iz
probably far from thelr intention to de-
tract from the fair fame of the late dis.
tingunished president of the union, that
night seem to be their purpose, amd the
thonght is not pleasing to the many mil-
loms who liave admired her and given
eneonragement to her gond work for tem.
peranee,  While Miss Willard did not
found the W, &, 7T, U7, she did more for
the union than any other person and s
entitled to eredit for its world wide in-
fluenep,

Governor Ioleomb now sees his mis.
take in not bidding in the entire issne
of Douzlag county bonds for the state
seliool fund. Owing to the poliey pur-
st by the state board the chances are
goodl Tor the state gchonl fund oon to
reach the eondition ngain of large sums
of Idle money, which can be invested in
the seenrities designated by law only by
buying  county bonds at extravagant
premivins from the bhrokers who have
shirewdly gathered them in,  There s
no  good reason why  the state hoard
shionld not acquive for the school fund
without the help of intermediary brokers
all the safe bomd issucs of Nebraska
colinifies.

In Utah the men who have been gup-
porting the sham of a “silver republi-
can' party ave preparing to abandon that
suliterfoge and eall themselves demo-
crats or popnlists,  Interviews with a
number of them in a Salt Lake paper
Indicate that they arve opposad to the
fusion plan as agreed upon in Washing-
ton and that they prefer to come out
In thelr true colors,  But If they do this
in Utah and other Westorn states where
the “sllver vepnbican™ party I8 sup-
postd to have a foothold what is to be-
come of a4 number of politieal agltators
who have no otber capital than thelr
sham leadership of an alleged political
party? ro

The census of Germany thken last De-
cember 18 sald toyeveal the fact that the
population of the empire has actually de-
erensed within the past few years, This
geems almost lneredible, sinee emigration
from Germany has not been marked and
it has not been vbserved by Investiga-
tors that there Is In Germany any such
aversion to large familics as In Prance,
The only explanation proffered is that
the severe military system of Germany 1s
having its effect; but a better explana-
tion may accompany the ofliclal figures,
which have not yet been made public

Room for Doubt.

Philadelphia Tlimes,
When fake war dispateches are triple and
quadruple leaded the space between the linea
dlaplays how much room there is for doubl.

Difference In Marksmanship,
Cincinnat! Tribune,

The chiet advantage the positiom of king-
ship of Greece posscsses over a South Caro-
lina pcstmastenship lles in the greater accu-
racy of the southern over the Helenle marks-
manghip.

Amerion's Polioy,
Mohe-Demoarat.

What the American peopla deaire for Cuba
Is permission for ita Inhabitants to work
out their own American destiny. They have
fought for the privilege much longer than
was required in our own colonles.

Why Spaln Heslintes,
Indinvapolis Journol.

If the Spanish grandees cculd behold the
statesman from the state of Washington,
Hon., James Hamilton Lewis, on those days
when he weara his pale pearl pantaloons,
his double-breasted, ruby-colored vest and
his invisible green frock coat, they would
be Jjealous Instead of Indignant.

“Let No Guilty Man Escape®
Noew York Tribune,

it 18 gratifying to he assured that the
federal government is entering upon vigorous
action in the case of the murder of (s post-
muster at Lake City, 8. C. No action can
be too vigorous for the punishment of a
erime which i deliberate atroolty rivaled
the worst deeds of Weyler In Cuba.

How Nuriness Growns.
Indinnapolls Journal,

When the cleavings of the banka 'm sey-
onty-sevon citlea were Bl per cent larger
In the February Just closed than in Febru-
ary, 1867, and 73 per cent above the Fehruary
of 1504, no Intelligent mami who cores for
his reputatice will make himself consplo-

uous in the ranks of the howlers of ca-
lamity.
Why HBotlher Abount Bonds,
|'lrvlrl.uul Lander.
The hondsmen  of the Nebraska state

1 ocauver, who delaulted eome time ggo, are,
peoarling to the, ecurls, not responsible for
the zhortage. I]n\{im{ bondsmen, would
neen, therefore, tp be 8 mere matter of form,
which people of today observe because they
are addicted to clinglog to relics of the

dark agus, .

Froof bf Prosperity.
Indiatapolls Journal,

When the managers of the Loulaville &
Nashville rallroad-ouwd the wages of trainmen
end switchmen in 15393 they prom's:sd to re-
store them when the eamnings were equal to
those of 1802, That period has arrived and
the wages will be restored, yer thive are
theae like Mr. Bryan who Insist that bus-
ineas has @mot perceptibly improvel since he
was oomioated In 1594,

Modern Artillery,
Philpdelphia Press

The German artillery has been remodeled
and the French have nearly equipped them-
selves with new guns, The German change
cost $50.000,000, Thelr gun ls three luches
and the Freuch three and Ave-eightha. The
French Is a quick-firing breach loader and
shoots ten shots a minute, Two of these guns
are equal to a battery of elx of the kind
with which our army {8 now armed.  The
rapld fire pecessitates two ammunition wag-
ons with each gun and greatly Incroases both
tho cost of the pun and the diMculty of
keeping 1t supplied in the fleld. The pew
French guns cost $10,00 a gun, with 1,000
rounds a guo. The ssoner our ordnance
begina on a quick-firing gun the better. The
change antiguates our aritiliery and leaves
it where the armament of half our flect s

today—hopelesaly out of dale

Bli WEDN m

MARCH 9, 1898.

AROUT WAR.

“A War Honorahly Averted io a Nobler
Achlevement Than a Dattle Won™
Carl Bchurs In Warpes's Waekly,

Lot us Imagine the firat news of the de-
struction of the Malne in the harbor of Ha.
vana had been accompanied by clese proof
thal the catasirophe was caused by a torpedo
or & mine—whiat would have been the duty
of our government? Wounld It have been Lo
rush forthwith Into a war with Spaln upon
the assumption that Spanish offcials and,
with themn, the Spanikeh government were re-
aponsible for the calmnity? Or wounld It
not rather have been to inquire whether
Spanish ofMclals were really responsible, and,
if they were found to be, wheltier the Span-
ish government were willing or qot to make
due atonement for the acts of lts ageatan?
What mao of good sense and of ssund moral
Instinets would wish that war be resorted to
while an honceable adjustment seems attain-
able? And yet a resort to war ks on every
possible occaslon epoken of, not only by the
misercants with whom tho stirrlog up of a
wir excitement 8 a mere business specula-
tlon, but even by otherwise rational and re-
epectable peregons, with a flippancy as it war
were nothing more se¢lous than un Interna-
tlonal yacht race or a foot ball match.

That war has In the history of mankind
gametimes served good purposcs In forming
natlons, in repressing barbarlsm, In enfore-
ing Justice, In removing obatructions to the
spread of elvilization, will hardly be denied
by anybody. How much of such work is still
to be done, and how far the Instrumentality
of war may still be required to that end, it
is negliees to discuss here. In any event,
it will be admitied that whatever object s
to be accomplished, war (8 to be regarded
as the last expedient to be resorted to, and
not the Arst. What does civilization mean
if not the progress from the arbitrament of
birute force to the arbitrament of reason and
the malntenance of Justice by peaceablo
methods  in the righting of wrongs, and In
the settlement of conflicting opinlons or in-
tereste? If (it were propoged to abolish our
courts, and to remand the declslon of diMm-
tulthrs between man and man to trial by
single combat, or by street fight hetween
armed bands enllsted by the contendlug par-
tice, 1t would be called a relapse into bar-
bariamy too absird as well as too dreadful
ta be thought of. We denounce the appllich-
tian of lynch law as a practice utterly re-
pugnant to the fundamental priveiples of
oivilized life, and 48 a blot upon the char-
acter of a elvilized people, What a strangn
apachronism it le that while we abhor the
arbitrary resort to brute foree In private life
83 0 orime against human soclety, the same
arbitrary resort to brute force In declding
differences between nation and sation, al-
though infinitely more horrible in fa of-
fects, has still remained the custom of the
civillzed world, and ls surrounded with a
hale of hersle romance! It may, indeed, be
el that it 18 far more difficult to find and
Institute practical methods for the peace-
able adjustment of some kinds of disputea
between natious than betweon Individuals,
g0 that peosslonally war remalna the only
expedient. This 1s true, Just as It Is true
that oceasinally the social order may be-
come so disturbed that the individunl man
hes no refuge for the protection of his
rights except in self-help outslde of the rule
of law. Bul In each caso this ahould be re-
garded only as the very last extremity when
evervthing else fally,

General gherman once sald: “You would
Enow what war 18? War ls hell.,” He knew
what he was speaking of, and he meant Wt
Was [t an exagzeration? When the nows
of the destruction of the Maine arrivel we
threw up our hands in horror. Two hundred
amd fifty men killed by the explosion! What
a frightful ealamity! Taus we feel, amd thus
we speak, In a state of peace. How In thme
af war? Two huadred and fifty men killed?
Only a skirmish, a slight brush with the
anemy. Nothing of Importance, A pltched
battle comes. Five thousand killed and 15,-
0 wounded on our side; the loss of the
enemy believed to boe greater. A han! fight,
but, perhaps, not decisive. Then more bat-
tlca: more thousands of killed, more tens of
thousands wounded; the hospitals crowded
with countless multitudes of sick. Naval
fights also; of those mysterious monsiers
called battleships some go to the bottom of
the sea, some of our own as well as some
of the enemy's. How many men perish with
them? Two hundred and fifty? A mere
trifle, It mueat be many times 250 to make
a sensation. What Is then our first thought?
The gaps must be filled, anl more o! our
young men are seat to the front amd upon
the ships. And the crowds of parents made
childless, and of widows and orphans! “Well,
very sad, but war I8 war. Let usa take care
of them the best way we can to keep them
from starving." But more than this. Wher-
ever the armiles cperate, devastation, ravage
and ruin; wherever the war ships sall, de-
atruction of commerce and mutual havoe—
the frult of years af patlent Industry and ex-
crilon ruthleesly wiped out, anl those agen-
cles of Intercourse and mutual advancement
by which modern civilization has made the
natlons of the world dependent upon one an-
other disastrously Interrupted, apd loss, des-
olation and misery spread broafeast. Was
General Sherman wrong when he sald that
“‘war Is hell?”

But we are told that a nation needs a war
from time to time to prevent It becoming
effeminate, to shake it up from demoralizing
materialism, and to elevate the popular
heart by awakening heroie emotions and the
spirit of patriotic self-sacrifice. 'This has a
captivating sound, But |s there not some-
thing Intensely ludicrous In the idea that the
American people, while the rugged work of
subduing this wast continent to clvilization
Is yet unfinished, need wars to save them
from effeminacy? Were we more effeminate
betore our elvil war than we have been slnce?
As to the demoralizing materialism, was the
pursyit of money, the greed of material pos-
session and enjoyment, lesa prevalent after
the clvil war than before 1t? DId not the
war Itself stimulate that “materialism’’ to a
degree not known among ug before? As to
herole emotions and the spirit of patriotio
self-sacrifice, It Is true that war {8 apt to call
forth eplendid manifestations of them, But
does war create those noble Impulses? Could
it bripg out the manifestations of them If
they did not, although unmanitested, already
exlst? And is, after all, the readiness to die
for one's country the sum of all bravery?
Is there no call for herolc emotions and pa-
triotic self-sacrifice In a state of peace? Is
not a patient and falthful struggle for the
truth agalnst the fanaticiam of prejudice,
and for justice agalnst arrdgant power, as
brave a feat as the storming of & battery?
And Is not that civie virtue more rare than
the physical courage of the soldler, and, on
the whole, more needful to the republic?
On the other hand, while war calls forth
demonstratiors of herole splrit, does it not
also  stimulate the baser passions of a
larger number? Have we ever heard of a
war which, whatever great objects it may
otherwise have served, Improved private or
publie morals or stimulated the cultivation
of these quiet and unostentatious civie vir-
tues which are moat needful to the vitality
of free governmoent?

But we are lold
worse than war. No doubt, Loss of honor
and self-respoct, for Instance. Surely we
ahould not tamely accept a dellberate lnsult;
but neither should we by offenelve bluster
provoke one. We should preserve our gelf-
respect, but also respect the self-respect of
others. We ahould not submit o manifest
wrong, but we must not forget that others
teo have righte: and we mist not see a
wrong Irremediable, except by war, In every
difference of opinlon or clgh of interest
Whenever the question of redress or remedy
s to bo settled, we should net forget that
“war ds hell,”” and that a war honorably
averted Is a4 nobler achlevement than a
battle won.

But will not this horror of war at
make eringing cowards of us all? No dunger
of that. Whatever our love of peaco, when
the republie needs defenders, hundreds of
thousands of her soue will eagerly rush to
arms, and the people will pour forth their
wealth without stint, no matter If “waur is
hell.' OF this there will never be doubt,
No peace teellng can emassulate our patriot-
lsm., The danger llss ln the opposite diree-
tion, It [s that the popular mind may <oo
waslly forget that war Is Justiflable only
wi all the resources of statesmanship to
avert it bave been exhausted, and when Lhe
truo value of the object to be accomplished
through it ouwtweights the blosd and loss of
wealth and human milsery and demoraliza-
tion It will “ost. This being the temper of
A blgh-apirited people, 80 much more do the
fiends who seek to drive the natlon into un-
necessary war by false reports or by uns
scrupulous appesis to prejudice and passion
doserve to he execrated by all good moen,
and so much more gratitude Is due to those
In power who, firmnly resisiing the screams
of a reckless demagogy, know no  higher
duty than to spare the people the scourge of
war 8o long as the blessing of peace can
honorably be preserved.

that there are things

last

REDUCED INTEREST RATES,

Abannidance of Money Foreea a Snbe
stantinl Reduction.
Kangan City Siar,

Mbe Chlcago, Rock laland & Pacifie rall-
rond company has made a new $100,000,000
4 per cent loan, to replace bonds wow out-
atanding which bear 6 and T per cent and
to provids means for extensions and im-
provements as they may be needed. Hy thils
trangaction the company will save asnual
intecest charges amounting to aboul one-
half milllon dollars, In other words, the
amount of earnings dlgtributed to bondhold-
ers will be one-balt milllon dollars less than

SUGAR PRODUCTION.

The Subject Discunned from the Sand.
point of the Farmer,
Beorotary James Wilson in the Porum

Efforta are belug made In the United
States to extend the growth of sugar-pro-
duelng plants by ascertalning —through scl-
entiffeally conducted remoarch at state ex-
periment stations, and by private enlerprise,
under the direction of the federal and  the
state governments—where such plants will
flourish best, to the end that we may am &
natlon become Independent of other coun-
irles In thia regard * * * and distribule
among our own people the Immense sum of

has been distributed heretofore. Some of
the sum will be avallable for Increasing tho
dividenda pald to stockholdera, whidh now
amount to 4 per cent per annum, but the
greatee part of I, In a fow years, will prob
ably be required to pay Interest on bonda
lasued to provide money for needed exien-
slon and Improvements,

The Incident 18 of Interest to the public|
for a nusnber of reasons. It is one of e
evidenves of the permanent reduction in ln-!
terest rates that has oceureed in the L)
year. Buch a loan could hardly bhave been
made at any time prior (o last July, but in-
vastors In high grade socuritice recognize
now that 4 and 4 and b per cent are all they
can expect now from investments such as|
formerly pald 4, 6, 6 and In some cases i |
pee coat, Consequently, great corpoiations
that Gave loans coming due are findlog wo |
dieulty at all In substitutlog new low rate
interest honds for them. Some of the big,
well established  eastern  companies haye
floated 3 and 8% per cent bonds and the
bonds of sound  companles  whleh pay a!
higher mate of Interest and which will not
be due for some years to come, are gelllng
at o premium that wiikes them return only |
3 tu & por ccat, and scenetlines less, on theie |
actunl market value,

The general movement to eut down the
interest rato on railroad bondes will result
in increasing the financial stability of rail-
road companies and will greatiy reduce the
chances of fallure. 1t will not be many
yours, I the present tendency continnes—as
it is likely to do—bhefore practically all the
rallroads of the country will be placed on
such a sound financinl basis through refund-
Ing and reorganization operations, that a re-
cvlvership will be a very rare thing and the
courts will thus be relieved of one class of
work that, In receont years, hins taken up a
good deal of their time,

The reduction in interest rates, of course,
means that frelght aml passcnger tates will
go on decreasing, as they hoave been doing
for years past, or at least that there will be
no serious attempt to advance ratea, and that |
Is the feature wlilch Is of greatest impor-
tenee (o the general publle,  Rallroad com-
panies have cut down the returns on thelr
capital to conform to the reduced rates col-
lected fromo the public, and as long as they
can keep safely within the lmit of solvency, |
nefther the people nor the courts will coun- |
tepance an  Increase  in transportation
charges, even If competition and changed
trade conditions did not stand In the way ufl
any such inerease,

ONE

YEAR OF M'WINLEY,

High Complimenis from nn Inde-
pendent Demoeratiec Newspaper,
Drooklyn EHagle
The yeur botween March 4, 1887, and March
4, IR08, reveals Willlam MeKinley as a
patelotle Ameriean, a cautlovs but firm ex-
ecutive, a conclllatory but  self-respecting
politiclan In His refatlons with congress, a
pronounced but unfactional republican in his
relations with his party, a consisteit protec-
tionist In his economie convictions, & cour-
ageous friend of civil service reform and of
currency reform and an official who, knows
Ing war as a soldier and loving peave as a
eltlzen, cultivates the things which make for
peace In the spirit and attitude of our gov-
ernment, while not unmindful of that duty
of readiness for war which emergencies,
neither of our creation nor of our choosing,
have forced upon the national attention.
The president is quite as large & man as his
euloglsts have maintained. He I8 n far bot-
ter man than his opponents represent. He ls
A much abler man than mugwump oritielsm,
with the Intolerance of half estimate and
the pur-blindness of half lights, cun con-
celve any one to be but themselves, The
events of the first year of his administra-
tlon have been so testing and so revealing
that the character of the adminlstration for
the ensuing three years has been  ante-
cedently fixed. The events of those yoars
cannot, of course, be foretold, but the spirit
in which the president will address him-
selt to them has already been determined,
and his moral and substantinl support by
the people, whether through ene party or
the other or by both, can be reasonably re-

garded as probable,

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE,

General W. 8, Rosecrans, who has been 111
at hia ranch home near Redondo, Cal., 18 in
a precarious condition, and his death may oc-
cur at any time,

His excellency, Mirza Mahmoud Khan, the
shah's ambassador at Constantinople, derlves
his only {ncome from a tax on the 15,000 Per-
slan subjects in the Turkish capital,

A mouse stampeded 1,500 school children
in New York City the other day; yet proh-
ably half of them had been almost dying
with eagerness to go down and fight Span-
lards.

Sir Arthur Sullivan has taken a villa at
Beaulleu, within a short distance of Nice and
Monte Carlo, and will probably reside there
for several months. He is working hard upon
hls new opera.

An unusual number of men are employed
at the Pullman shopa, but never before were
8o many of the company’'s "“model houses'
empty. The workmen find the go.as-you-
please tenements much cheaper as well as
more like homes of thelr own,

Carl Hagenbeck, the animal tralner and
owner who was In  Chicage during the
World's fair, declares that the best animal
for Klondlke wonditlons and <lima'te is the
double-humped Siberlan camel. They welgh
1,600 pounds and can earry 500 psunds,

‘Barrius, the sculptor, hns begun the statue
of Vietor Hugo for the Parls exposition, in
1800, It will represent Hugo as a young
and vigorous man. The flgure will he seated
on a rock, one hand supporting the chin, the
face framed in long halr. On the four sldes
of the plinth will be figures repressnting
eple and lyrical poetry, satire and the drama.

Dr. W. A. Rogers, professor of niatural
philosophy and astronomy at Colby uni-
versity, who dled Jast Thursday, was a
sclentlst of natlonal reputation. IHa 14
much to perfect the science of astrenomy
by his microscopie inventlons, and his en-
gravings on glass and steel, for use In
measurements, are regarded as marvels of
vlearness and accuracy.
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| the instrumentality of

fout taking any plant-food from the

i rootn In

| them

nioney that Is now sent abroad to pay for
sweetening materials, ®* * * This sube
Jeet should be discussed from the standpoint
of the farmer, rather than from that of the

politleal economist. The farmers of our
country produce from the soll gralns, cot-
ton, tobaceo, vegetables, frults, horses, cat-

tle, hogs, sheep, varlous animal  products
and the lke, and If we can add to our farm
sysloms any crop that yields an  article of
common use, I8 not exhaustive of plant food
and whose by-product Is valuable In making
meat and dairy products, it will find favor
with producers. There are very fow erops,
or manufactures of them, of which this can

1 be said =0 emphatically as it can he siid of

siigar teets. The gralns are well knawn
soll-rohbers. They carry from the soll nitro
gen, potash, phosphoric acld, Nine, magnesia
and the other elements of plant-food.  To-
baceo is petullarly severe Iy this regard, be.
cause none of its by-productes are it for
atinml food; and what Is sold from the farm
carrice away ao much mineral plant-‘ood that
most solls dre soon exhausted If oot pe-
plenished by commercial fertilizors, the pur-
chase of which s cut of the question in many
parts of the United States. Ments  tako
away comparatively Httle plint-food from
the soll, compared with their money value.
The cotton plant Is not exhaustive i the
ttalka aro plowed under and the seod §8 re-
tarned 1o the soll, either directly of throl
domestie  anbmals,
The all of the cotion sced muy be sold with-
arm, s
It comes from the atmosphore throtgh the
leaves of the plant. Butter s also harinless
in this respect, and doca not Impoverish the
land on which the cow grazes. Sugar s

ni

| harmless as oll and butter; it comes from the

carbonic dioxide of the atmosphere, 10 the
#ugar heet Is hauled to the factory and the
pulp taken back to the farm, no plant-fod
Is lost to the soll,

The writer grew bectg by the acre for
stock fead from 18068 at the Towa Agrioul-
tural collego, and found the enterprise pro-
fitable for that purpose alone. Al domestie
animals are benefited by dally rations of
winter when they have no e
to pasture; the young anbtmal, the breeding
anlmal, and the fattening animal allke find
grateful, After  the sigar in ex-
tracted, the pulp contains all the plant fool
forcishicd by the soll, and s substantially
as valuable as a fodder for domestic animals
ax tho heet Is hefore Ahe sugar 1s extractil
The foldders of our rvatlons are nearly all
ton carbonacoous, and require wixtures of
uitrogenons by-prodocts to make them suit-
uble for anlmal growth or milk production.
Herve, then, we have a plant (hat, aslde from
the segar it contaltis, makes a valuable food
for our domestle animals, and Iz capable
of succesaful cultlvatlon In many of onr
stoates. Tt Ats Into our farm syatems cod-
venlently because Its planting season I«
carlier and fts harvest time later than that
of cort, and not only serves a double pur-
pose as an anbmal putrlent, but holds out
the livellest hopes that Qs adoption will
keep at home $100,000,000 through the value
of 1ta sugar content alone,

TICKLISH TARKE-0IIS,

Chleagy Record: “Why s It we feel thia
Miarch weather more than  real winter
weénther?"*

“Hecause we hang around the shop wine
;I‘:I'::\;uuluukuw at dhe spring styles and straw

Harper's Bazar: She—1 ke your Im-
pudenee, 1 haven't quite reached the
nrgalp-counter yet,

He-You would be a bargaln on any

counter,

Claveland  Piain Dealer: "I notlee the
exclusive people of New York amuse them-
selves wetting up famlly trecs.”

“Yes, nnd their slmlan forefathers did the
same thing.'"

Y IV -

Rangor News: Mrs, Quiverful—Do  you
know, dear, that 1 think the baby somes-
times erles in her sleep?

Mr. Quiverful (savagely)—1 don't know

ahout that, but 1 know she often eries in
mine,

Chicago Tribune; Avqualntnnes—Whall,
tln; winter Is about on its las: legs, profes-
sor,

The Professor—Well-maybe,

But It has
nearly three weeks to run.,

Washington Star: *“Do you disliko In-
;'t]ltl'-'lnllunn'."' inquired the politican's
rliend,

Yes,' wad the thoughtful reply, I must
say I do. You see, taey are likely to take
up n great deal of o man's time,"

Somerville Journul: The bible doesn't suy

g0, hut probably Eve asked Adam; *“Aro
my fig leaves on stralght?”
Jewelers® Weekly: Marle—=Why In the

world are wedding rings 80 severely plain?
Muax—To bring them within reach at the
end of a long courtship,

HER PROWN,

Charles J. Hayne In Puck.
There I8 magle in the musle when the fount-
alns of her mirth
Into tiquid waves of laughter ripplec down}
And her eyes a desper rapture
In thelr dreamy moments capture,
But 1 cherish most her features atchly
giathered In a frown.

In the masquerade of faces desolation wenrs
LB smile,
While tho gravest In demeanor I8 the
clown;

But 1 know that In revealin
Every translent thought and 'fm-llm.-
Bhe Is nearest when her forehead sweelly

furrows with a frown,
In her eyes there gloams a splendor mrhh-.."i
no shadows can subdue,
Like the glint upon the waving ficlds of
brown;
As the glowing emhers mingle
With the ashes on ths Ingle
Glows her soul among ¢he thoughts which
gravely walt upon her frown,

All the shifting lights and shadows which
her Aprll eyes assume
Wear o charm of which this aspect (s the
ogown;
And If she could gueas the ardor
Of my thougits as 1 regard her,
How [ wonder would her features coldly
guther In o frown!

Is a correct “top coat.” There are several shadesof grades of

covert cloth that we can show you—at several prices.

Corres-

ponding to the quality of the goods it is quite the thing and is

really a handsome garment with

its broad lap seams. But we

have a full assortment of spring overcoats in other materials—in
solid colors and mixed goods—beautifully tailored and lined with

serge—silk or satin according as
permit. Qur spring overcoats

you may choosz or you purse
are worth looking over if you

have a minute's leisure—but you ought not to overlook them.
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