SHE TO THE WINDOW,

1 . 4 -
fogg that had sprung wup in ber heart for
Burker's stuple, stralghtforward nature. How
eould he voderstand; how could they under-
stand by the plural she meant Mrs. Barker
und Horoeastle) n character so lnoately no-
ble? In *her strange attraction toward him
whe bad felt & charming sense of what she
belleved was o superior and even matronly

her bhusban’'s foolish abuse
of bhimy ringlng In her ears—it seemod A #a-
orod duty. BShe had lost a son.  Providenge
had sent her an ldeal friend (o replace him

pow—and with

And thils wae guile conslstent, too, with a
fuint smile that began to play aboul her
meuth as she recalled Backer's delightful
and irresistible youthifuloess.

There was the clatter of hoofs and the
sound of many volees from the street, Mres
Horneastlv volL owae Lthe “down coach®
chunglug ! i twould bhe off agaln in
nofew o s cud, noe doubt, bearing her
husbhand away with it A new feellng of
reliel came over her ss she ot last heard
the warping, “All aboard!' and the great
yehlele elatteorsd and volled Into the dark

paess tralling itg burnipg gHts woross her
walls and col'lnge  But now she heard steps
on the Eirt A paus: before her room,
a whisper ial, the opening of the door,
the rustie of o skirt, and a little feminine
¢ry of protest as o man apparently teied
to follow the flgure luto the room. “No, no
1 tell you npo remounsirgied the woman's
yolee In & hurrled whisper, It won't do
Everybody koows me bere.  You must not
come lu now. You must walt to be an-
nouynded by the servant, Hush, Go!"
There was o slight struggle, the dsound

of a kiss, and the woman suocepded In fin.
ally shutting the door. Then ehe walkod
slowly, but with a certatn famillarity, toward
the mantel. struck & mateh and )it the can
dle. The light shone upon the bright eyes
and slightly flushed face of Mrs, Barker

 be Insulted.”
protection: In the utter lsolation of her life

face, however, betrayed nothing. She drew
baek from Mre. Darker and with an indif-
ferent and gracetul gesture toward the door,
sall. na she leaned agoinst the mantel, “Go,
then, and see this much-abused gentleman,

und thon go together with him und make
ponce with your husband—even on those
torms. 101 have saved you from the con-

sequences of your folly 1 shall be willing to
bear even hig blame"

SWhatever 1 do'" sald Mrs, Barker, rising
hotly, “1 shall not stuy here any longer to
She founesd out of the room
wnd ¥wept down the stairesse into the office.
Here she found an overworked clerk, and
with crimson cheeks and flashing  eyes,
wanted to know why in her own father's
hotel she had found her own sitting room
eniaked, and had been obliged to walt half
ait hour before she could be shown into a
deocent apartment to remove b hat and
doak: and how It was that even the gentle-
man who had Windly escorted her had evi
dently ‘beon unable o procure her aAny us-
this In & somewhat

slstance Bhe she sald

high wvolee, which mlght bave reached the
ears of that gentleman had be bain In the
viclnity But he was not, and she was
forced to mect the somewhat dazel apologins
of the clerk alone. and to accompany Lhe
chambermald to & room only a frw paces
distant from the one she had guitted, Here

whie hastily removed her outer duster and
hat. and washed % hands and consulted
Her excited fu In the mirror, with the

door ajar and an cur sensitively attuned to

apy step o the vorridor Hut all this was
effected a0 vapidly that she was &t last
obliged to wit down |In & chalr near the half-
epened door and  wall She walted five
minutea—ten—but sl no foutstep Then
ghe wept out into the corridor and Hstened
and then, smoothing her face. she slipped
downstairs, past the door of that hateful

room, aod reappeared before the olerk with a
wmiling but somewhat pale and languld face
She had found the room very comfoitabile,
but It was doubtful whether ghe would stay
over night or go on to Hyiettus Had
auybody been iloguiring for her Bhe ex-
pected to meet friends. Nol  Aund her

b Insulted, and they, thus secure agalnst
her Intrusion,
dhe half rose at the thought, but a sound
of horses' hoofs in the stable yard arrested
her, She ran to the window which
upon i, and crouching down beside It, He-
teved eagerly. The clatter of hoofs ceased,
the stableman was talking (o some one;
suddenly shie heard the stableman say, “"Mis,
Harker is here.'' Her heart leaped.
Loo had returped,

But here the voice of the other man which
she had pot yet heard arose for the first
time clear and distinet.  "Are you quite
sure? I dido't kgow she left San Franclsco, "

The room reeled around her. The volee
was George Barker's, her husband! “Very
well," he continued, “'you needn't put up
my horse for the nighm 1 may take her
back a lttle later in the buggy.”

In another moment she had swept down
the pnasage and burst inio the other room.
Mre, Horncastle was sitting by the table
with n book In lher hand She started as
the half waddened womun closed the door,
locked It behind ber, sod cast hersell on
her knees at her lfoet.

“My husband ls here,”" she gasped.
“What sball I do? In heaven's name, help
me."”

“Is Van Loo still here?' asked Mrs. Horn-
cantle, quickly.

“No; gone. He went when 1 came.”

Mrs. Horncastle csught bher hband and
looked intently into her frightened face,
“Then what have you to fear from your
husband 1" she sald abruptly

“You den't understand. He didn't koow
1 was here, He thought me o San Frup-
elscn'"

“Does he know (L now?"

“Yew, | beard the stableman tell him.
Couldn't you say [ came here with you;
thut we were here together; that it was

just a latle freak of ours? Oh, no!"
Mrs. Horpncastle thought a momept. “'Yes. "
she sald, “"we'll see him here together.'

What if he wed even then In that room, the
room where she ealil she would not stay to

were laughing at her now?

BEave

Van

“Oh, no! ne!" esld Mre. Barker suddenly,

conslderation of others beamed at hor with
such frank and wonderful eyes that the arch
hypocrite before him with dificulty sup-
pressed a hysterical desire<to laugh and felt
the consclous blood flugh her'1o the roots of
her bair, “You know," He wint on with a
glgh, half of relief and h&Il of seminiscence,
“that I often think 1I'm & great bother to a
clear-headed, mensible girl Jike Kitty. She
knows people so much batier than 1 do,
She's wonderfully equipped for the world,
and, you see, 1'm only ‘lucky," as everybody
snys, and | dare say part of my luck was to
have got her, I'm very sluwhu‘s a fricnd
of yours, vou know, for*¥Smehow 1 always
fancled that you were not Intercsted in her,
or that you didn't understand cach other,
unti! now. It's odd that nfde’ women don't
always like nlee women, lsn't 1t? I'm glad
she wias with vou, for I wak fulte startled
to hear she was here, avd' daldn’t make It
out. | thought at frst e 'Wight have got
anxlous about our lttle “Sd." who Is with
me and the purse at Hyumttus, But I'm
glad it was only a lark!y shouldn't won-
der,” he alded, with a laugh, valthough she
alwayvs declares she isn'tenedl those 'doting
idlotic mothers,” that she found It a little
dull without the hoy, for all she thought It
was better for me to take him somewhere for
& change of alr,"

The situation was becomlog more diMcult
tor Mrs, Horneastle than she had conceived
There had been a certaln excitemant in ita
first direct appeal to her tset and courage,
and even, she believed, an ungelfish deslre
to save the relatlons between husband and
wife it she wcould, But she had not calei-

lated upon hle unconsclous revelutlons, nor
upeu thelr effcot upon herselfl, Ehe had
copcluded to belleve that Kitty bad, In a

moment of folly, lent herself to this hare-
brained escapade, but it now wmight be pos-
sible that it had beon deliberately planned.
Kitty had sont her bushand and child away
three  weeks before, Had she told the
whole truth?  How long had this been going
on?  And If the soulless Van Loo had de-
serted der now, wax it opot, perhaps, the
miserable ondiog of an jotrigue rather than
it beginning? Had zhe. been a5 great a
dupe of this woman as the busbaud before

“I hall do all I ¢an to lmpress your views
upon her'" she kald at last, “though 1 fear
they will have lttle welght i glven ask my
own. And you overrate my general influence
with her."

Her haddgome head drooped In such a
thoughtful humility that Harker Instinet-
Ively drew nearer to her. Hesldes she had
pot lifted her dark lashes for some moments
and he had the still youthful habit of look-
ing frunkly into the eyesa of those he ad-
dressed.

“No.'" he sald eagerly; “how could 1? She
couldl not help but love you and do as you
would wish. 1 ean’t tell you how glid and
relleved I am to find that you and she have
become such friends. You kioow 1 alwayve
thought you besutiful, I alwayge thought
you g0 clever—I was even o 1ttle frightened

of you, but I never uptil now knew you
were 50 good. No, stop.  Yes, 1 4ld know it
Do you remember once In San Franclsco,

when L found you with 'Sta' in your lap in

the drawing room? I knew It then, You
trled to make me think it was o whim—the
funcy of & hored and worrled woman. But
I knew better. And | knew what yoll were

thinking then, Shall I te]l] you?"

As her eves were stlll cast down, although
her mouth was still smillng, in his endeav-
ors to Jook Into them his face was qulie near
hers. He fancled that [t bore the look she
had worn once before,

“You were thinking,” he sald in a volee
which had grown suddenly quite hesitating
and tremulous—he did not know why—"that
the poor Mitle baby wan quite friendless
and alone, You were pilying it—you know
you were—hecauso there wasg no one to give
it the loving care that was 1is due, and be-
cause it was intrusted to that hired purse
in that great botel. You were thinking how
you would love it if it were yours, and how
cruel it was that love was gent without an
object to wuste itself upon. You were; 1
saw it in your face™

She suddenly lfted her eyed aud looked
full tnto hie with a look that bheld aud pos
sesied him. For a moment bin whole soul
weemed Lo tremble an the verge of thelr lus-

trous depths, and be drew back dizzy aund
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heard the rattling wheols fnstead of the clat-
terirg hoofs she had Hstened for. They had
gone together, as be first proposed, in the
buggy.

She ran swiltly down the stalrs and
entered the office, The overworked oclerk
was busy and quernlously curt, These women
were always asking such ldlotle guestlone.
Yes, Mp, Darker had Just gone,

“With Mrs. Barker in the Lbuggy?" ashed

Mre. Horncastle.
“No, as he came—on lorschaek.  Mra.
Barker left half an hour ago.'

T

“Alone?
This was apparently too much for the long

suffering clerk.  Hp Hited hils eyves to the
ceiing, and then, with  palnful precslon
and accenting every word with hilas pencil
on the desk before him, eald deliborately
“Mre. George Barker—)eft—here—with—her
chcort — the — man she wins — al
wiys — asklng for — In the—buggy—aut
exactly—0:85." And he plupged  ionto Mg
work agaln,

Mrs, Horpcastle turned, ran up thoe stair.
ouse, re-entered the sliting room, and, slams

ming the door behind bher, halted in the cen-
ter of the room, panting, erect, beautifal
and menacing. And xhe was alone o this
empty room, this deserted hotel. From thla
very room her owo busband had left her
with a brutality on his lips From this
rosm the ‘ool and lar she tried to warn had
Ko te ber ruln with & swindling hypoorite
Aud from this yoom the ouly pidn o Lhe
world ghe ever cared for had gone forth be-
wildered, wronged, aod abuosed, and wshe
knew now she could bave kept and com
forted him.
(To Be Continued.)
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