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RUSSIA ON A GOLD BASIS

Now Minister of Finance Pi'epa.ring to Pay
in the World's Money Metal,

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE EMPIRE

Interenting Exhibite of the Crar's
Monetnry Methods. Huoge Volume
of Paper Indebicidness (o
e Pald in Gold,

Mo announcoment that the Russian empliv
Is abiout to place Ite monetary system upon
the gold basis (8 not 4 surprise to the Russian
legation In Washington nor to financlal wtu-
donta who are famillar with the condition of
Afiira In the emplre. The atep Just declded
upon by M. Witte, the minléter of Nnance,
fs but the colinination of a neries of steps
taken during the past throe yeare to bring
the papoer curroncy of the emplre to a stable
value, to sectimulito n lirge gold reserve,
nnd to roxume gold paymenta al the Bank of
Mussln and at the hoperial treasury,  Such
siops, ndeed, begin much more than throe
yonrs apo, writca Chavles A, Canant in the
Globe<Demnerat, and the Ilmmenee gold re-
serve now avallable for the restoration of
gold paymenta has been In process of ne-
cumulation for many yoihra, There haa bheen
In Huesin no sorlotus free silver crusgade, but
the rosumption ®f golid - payments hns been
detayed by the wars in which the emplre
has YHoen from time to time ohgaged. Ono
of, the earllest of the ware with Turkey (in
1786) wea the o lon for the undus expin-
wlon of the pates cirenlation which bad previ-
ously bhoen lestied and the decline of paper
more than 30 per cent below wllver. On Tour
different becnsions—Iin 1%17, In 1880, In 1560
and In 1881 <the jmperial government mode
seriois efforts to roduce the masa of supers
alinndant paper and bring it back to par
with gold. The last attempt cnme sooh after
the Tuico-Russinn war, during which 491,-
000,000 eredlt rubles ($240,000,000) Were 15
sued to meot the expenses of the war., The
projeot of reform embodied In the ukase of
January 1, 1881, Invalved the Immedinte res
duction of the debt of the treasury to the
Bank of Russia, annual payments of 60,000,-
00 tililes (250000000 by the treasury to the
bitnk, and the destruction of notes falling
Inth the hands of the bank, This polloy wis
relaxed for A variely of reasons, and notea
pald Into the bank were kept on hand and
rolssued Instend of destroyed, 1t remained
for the adminfstration of the present ener-
getle minliter of foance, M. Witte, to adopm
n polley which has been vesolutely ecareiod
oul, has glven fixity to exchange and en-
abled the emplre at last to attaln the goal
#o esperly atriven for by successive admin-
Intrations,

THE STOHE OF GOLD,

The statutes of the Bank of Russla were
thoroughly roconptructed In 1804, with @
view to protecting Its clroulating notes by
the tombined gold supply of the bank and
the treasury. The funds at that time sot
aaldo to cover the clreunlation of the bank
were 361930000 gold  rubles  (8260,4000,000),
and the authorized elfculation was 1,121 -
RZ000 eredit rubles.  Credit rubles were
worth only about two-thirds of gald rubles,
w0 that the gold value of the olroulation
was only about $650,000,000, although worl-
nnlly equivalent, at the gold patity, to
550,000,000, Tho metalie coverture of the
bank motes has boon inureased by the trans-
fer of gold from the treawnry to the Lank
untll. it now amounts to 426,000,000 gold
rubdes, in additlon to 765,000,000 gold rubles
deposited as  the guarantee of a special
Iesue of notes In 1801, Thia aggrogate of

about 875,000,000 In gold Is not neariy all
treéasury amd  the

the gold of which the
bank are now able to dlapose, as will ap-
prar lereafter, The government during
tho course of the past two yenrs has taken
Meveral other steps designed to familinrize
the public with the use of gold and to
strengthen the position of the paper or
credlt ruble, The free colbage of silver was
fuapendid’ on July 19, 1863, without asy
very vielent protest on the part of the sil-
vor party, customs duties have been for
wome time collected in gold, and provision

wea made by two lmportant decrees for
gold coutracts and the Issue of gold cer-
tifleatea, The ukase of May 8 1506, (¢-

clarcd that written contracts might be made
payable in Russian gohl rubles, and that
suech contracts might be sottled In gold or
In rublea of equivalent gold value at the
viate of exchange prevalling at the date of
payment.  Publle depoaitories were author-
lzed to recelve gold at s exchange value
In the payment of execlze under regulations
framed by the minlster of finance. Another
Important step was taken by the ukese of
June 6, 1880, which suthorized the bank to
recelve deposits of gold coln and bullion
and forclgn bank potes and commerclal
bills payable In gold and to lssue certiflcates
therefor redeemable In gold on  demand,
These certificates  are receivable as the
equivalent of gold at the treasury and the

bank, but are not a legal substitute for
gold between Individouals except with the
conaent of the treditor. They are recociv

abie at branches of the bank for gold obli
gatiots due at other brapches and the cx
change s furnished free except for the cost
of telegraphle service. These lmpartant
acts were followed on July 26, 1805, by the
promulgation of rules permitting the crea
tlon of special gold aecounts at the bank
fur the recoption of gold and gold certifi-
cates, nnd the lesue of cheek books repre-
ecntlng paymedts oxclusively in gold,
REGULATING EXCHANGE.

Another long stride toward the resumptlon
of gold payments was the adoption of &
fixed rate of exchange for the credit ruble.
The quotations on forelgn money markets
have ranged for several years in the vicin-
ity of ibhree credit publes for two gold
yubles, making the gold value of the eredit
ruble In United States currency about 52
conts, instead of 77.2 cents, which the gold
ruble represented. The government has
otiployed several means of giving fixity to
exchunge, which bave heen subjectod to
critielsm, but the method adopted by the
act of August 10, 1896, I8 In the nature of
A prectical resumption of specle payments
at tho ourrent' rate of exchange. This aet
provided that until December 31, 1897, gold
lperials of ten rubles and half Imperinls
of five rubles should be received by ali
publie depositories and by the public rall-
way companies as the cquivalent respecs
tively of fifteen and Seven and a half erodit
rubles, and that untll the date pamed the
Bank of Ruwaly should buy and sell fm=
perlals and balf imperials ot the same price,
This means that the holder of the paper
eredit ruble can have It exchanged for gold
#t the bank for two-thirds of Ma face value,
or that he can obtain coredit rubles by sur-
rendering gold to the amount of ode and
a half titmes the value of the gold, Ex-
change under such g rule cantol vary more
than a small fraction, nud busipess transae-
tlons with' forelgn countries ean be tran.
acted with a degree of certainty in all
caloulntions which has been Impossible under
& eystem of thuctuating exchange. The Rua-
slan government Jid not disclose positively
until within the last few months that it
propoked to make this pnew banls of ex-
change the permanent basls of the new
colbage. This appears to have now been
dechied upon and the new gold colns con-
forming to the existing rate of exchanke will
be substltuted as rapldly us possible for
those now in elreulation,

PREPARED TO RESUME,

The equipment with which the government
and the bank confrant the obligation to re-
sume specle payments i8 the strongest with
which any government or bank has ever
faced a Hke obligation. M, TPaul Leroy-
Beaullen, the eminent Freuch economist, in
an artlcle  In L'Beonainlste Francals of
October 31, 1806, sums up the gold boldingas
of the banks and the lreasury at o total of
more than $600,000,008. He polnts out that
the Bank of Russin on August 1 held 665,-
000,000 gold rubles In actual coln and bullion
or In credits on forelgn countries. These
oredite are always counted by the European
banksa as the equivalent of gold, because
they répresent a gold obligation and can
be sold for gold lo the exchange muarkoe!.
The government possessed on  August 1
112,500,000 gold rubles In bulllon and 107
500,000 gold rubles In forelgn credile, muk-
ing mgovernment gold bholdings equivalent to
220,000,000  rubiles, or  $166,000,000, The
Loldings of the bank belng equivalent to
raa.oou,l)m. the sggregate gold standing be-

ind the credit of the coedit rubles Is 350, -
000,000-—a larger amount by §200,000,000 than
the gold holdings of the Bank of France on
Octobier 24—the next largest holder of gold
lo by world, M. Leroy-

out, in the article Just cited, that the popula-
tion of Russia, which s Ilargely rural, hos
been habltuated for so lonk to the ues of
paper money that It in almost cortain that
the greaier part of the cireulation of 1.014.-
000,000 credit rublea will remaln in the handa
of the public, and will not be presented for
redomption In gold. There are ouly 420,-
000,000 eredit rubles ($210,000.000) In notes
of & rubles or less (32.60), and 620,000,000
erodit rubles ($110,000.000) In notes below 26
rubles (M12.60). Kven If half of these should
be presented for redemption, Prof, Leroy-
Beaulleu poinfs out, the gold resetve of the
bank and the treasury would remaln above
$400,000.000, or as Iarge as the great reserve
of the Bank of France.

" THE GAIN IN OOLD,

Turning to the question of the loss of gold
by export, It Is pointed out that Rusla hns
Lad no diMouity as & large exporter of
merchandise and a® a producor of the
proclous metals In steadlly Incrensing her
rlock of gold during the past ten years, The
“Bulletin Russe de Statiotique’” for May
and Juno gives an oMcinl table showing that
the excens of tmports of gold for the nine
yoara ending with 1805 wax 062,656,800
franca ($100,000,000), and that a production
wightly larger than this made the total
pHalt of gold for nine years 2.050,476,300
frantn ($400.000,000), The production of gold
haw rapldly Increased in rocent yeara, and
amounted In 1585 to 35 400,000 rubiles (8204
Y 00y, The apening of the Tranodberian
rallway and the operation of FPretch com-
panies In the Lena Delta are expected to
largely Inerease thiz proluction In the near
futire.  Russla i= attrhcting forelgn lonns
for the development ofher agricultural and
manufacturing intereste, and  these loane
nre lkely to Increase with the adoption of
thie gold etandard and the resomplion of
epecle  paymente by the Dank of Ruerla,
The exportations of the country excemled
the Immrtations for the three years ending
with 18556 by an average of 140,000,000 eredit
rubles (570,000,000,)

The cesentinl guestion to be determined In
the restaration of speclo paymenta in Ruesin
was whother silver or gold should be the
giandard and whether resumption should take
place upon the basis of the nominal value
of the eredlt ruble o s netual value for a
soeries of years on the Bourses of Pavls, of
Berlin and Vienoa, The linperial govern-
ment, nat belng disturbed hy the exldlence
of n Bryan paviy or a Qemand for “‘the fres
and unlimlted colpage of eilver, independint
of the action of any other nation,” promptly
declded to adopt the standard of other eivil-
fited states and to bring e paper notes into
fixed relations with gold, A plausible argua-
ment might have been made for silver, from
the fact that this was the motallle standard
of Russla when she had 4 standard, and that
the credit miblea had never been at par with
gold, unless at a time wihen gold was de-
preciated In relation to allver. This state
of affairs led the governiment tp adopt the
actual rate of exchange value for the credit
ruble in gold rather than to undertake to
ridse the eredit ruble to the value of the old
gold ruble. It eould not be said that this In-
volved the fepudiation of a gold obligation,
sinee goll was never the standard of the ¢m-
plre untll made o by the recont measures
ro restore speole payments, The Ruesian em-
pire, In accepting the exlsting rate of ex-
change as thoe basis for the new coinagoe, fol-
lowas the oxXample of the government of
Auvatria-Hungary In 1592 and the more recent
example of the government of Chill, In ereat-
Ing a pew gola coinage baged wpon the actuat
villue of the clreulating paper. Russia has
been ccining ellver for subkidiary coinage,
which Ia considerably beélow the guoted value
of the paper ruble, and large quantities of
theae now ailver eoins are npow reaching 8t
Petersburg and being put into cleculation:
The smaller paper notes are belng withdrawn,
somewhat Lo the dlsgust of some of the people
who have become aceustomed to them, and
gmall silver colns are belug put In thelr
place, The adoption of a colnnge based upon
the exigting rate of exchange will not Involve
any lmpdirment of obligatlons held abroad,
bocausge theae are stipulated In the ol gold
riubles, worth exactly 4 franes, and interest
and principal will be discharged upon this
basis, Russln, whose government has boon
laking so many sleps 1o recent years to
bring hor within the cirele of modern com-
mevelnl and clvilized states, thus plants her-
sell firmly alongaide the countrios of westorn
Earope jnd the United States In the adoption
of the single und fixed standard of gold.

A MODOC ASSASSIN,

Death of One of the Band Which
Mussnered Genernl Canhby,
YSearface Charley,” whose death In Indian
Torritory I8 announced, wes the last sur-
vivor of the small band of Modoe warrlors
whose crijel massacre of Brigadler General
Canby and Rev. Dr. Thomas, In the lava
hieds of Northern California in 1873 shocked
the civillzed world. Genoral Canby, Dr.
Thomas and Indlan Inspector A. B. Meach-
nmy, wetlng as a peace commission to treat
with the hostile Modocs, under Captaln Jack,
met the Indiuna at a polnt agreed upon, un-
armod and without military egcort, and, after
nfew moments’ conversation, were set upon
Ly tha savages. General Canby and Dr.
Thomag were Instantly kKilled and Meacham
was left for dead upon the spot, but he
was subscguently rescued and  recovered.
Four of the Indian chilefs who Inatigated the
massucre—Caplain  Jack, Scouchin, Black
Dave and Black Jim—were afterward cap-
tured by General Jelf . Davia' command,
and, after tried by n military commission.

werd banged at Fort Klamath, Ore.

Though a leading warrior of the tribe,
Scarface Charloy was not then o chief. He
always clalmed that, though present at the
seene of the massacre, he was in no way rs.
sponsible for It. He was gencrally belleved
by thoe white people of the Java-bed reglon,
to whom be wan well known, Scarface waa
not a wild or blanket Indian—in fact, he
was not 4 Modoo Indian at all, but a refugee
from the Rogue River Indlans, who had
taken a Modoo wite and settled down with
her people. He was a very Intelligent In-
dlay, spoke English passably well, and haq
nesociated a great deal with the whites up
to the time of the Modoo outbriak, After
the execution of the leaders in the muksacre
the réemnant of the tribe was shipped to the
Todian Tervitory, and there being none of
Captain Juek's descendants left. or none of
Stouchin's, Bcarface was chosen chief, or
tather Iustalled as such by the governmont
authorities, Secarface took hls name frons
a long, deep gash on his right cheek, whick
he had got in some fight while with his own
tribe In Oregon.. He was about 65 years old
at the time of his death,

——— e
Something (0 Know,

It may be worth something to know that
the very best medlcine for réstoring the
tired out nervous sysiem to a healthy vigor
Is Electeie Ditters, This medicine Is purely
vegelable, acts by giving tone to the nerve
centers o the stomach, gently stimulates
tho Liver and Kidneys, and alds these or-
gans in throwing off impurities in the blood,
Eleoteic Bitters lmproves the appotite, aids
digeation, and Is pronounced by those who
have tried it us the very beést bleod purifier
apd nerve tonle. Try it. Bold for G0c or §1.00
per bottle at Kuhn & Co's drug store.

——
YET THE CAIMUAIN TOLD HIM,

But, Being an Englishmnn, He Could
Not Understand I,

An Englishman, touring through Ameriea,
went on board o ateamer late one nlght, re-
lates Judge, and on the following morning,
after walking on deck and looking around
him, he stepped up to the captain and sald;
“1 beg pardon, but wonld you kindly tell
mo what lake I'm on?"

“The Lake Huron,' replied the captaln,
and turned away,

The Englishman looked puzzled for a mo-
ment, and then, following the captain, began
agali: 1 beg your pardon, you sajd—*

“It's Lake Muron,” roared the captain,
thinklng the man was deaf,

“Yes, 1 know. persisted the passenger,
“hut what's the name of the lake 1'm on?"

“The Lake Huron!" shouted the captain,
Incepsed at what he thought gross stupldity,
and he turned away to relleve himself Ly
ralllug at one of the hands. The Eoglish-
man looked more puszled than ever,

“Tho luke you're on Is the lake you're ob.
Of vourse it 15! The lake I'm on can't help
being the lake I'm on. What lmpertinence!
Let me look in my gulde buok; perbaps that
will tell me.'*

It did tell him; and then the humeor of the
situation suddenly dawned upon bim.

—
They Arve Fould of the Thentoer,

M. and Mme, Jules Verpe, now livipg
quivtly at Amlens, pever wmiss attending the
Grund theater twire a week. On the two
evenings they dine at a restaurant just across
thy way from the place of amusement. The
entire evening, dinner and play, s enfosed
by the great author and hls wife as thor-
oughly as, to quote lis own words, a bridal

Heauliou pomuj

couple vu thelr booeymuon, Pt
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MILLIONS OF FIAT MONEY

An English Lithographor Tells How Rebel
Money Was Mude.

IN NOTES STOLEN

Paper, Presses and Workmen Ohb-
thined In England and Ron
Throungh the Dloeknde _Narrow

Escape from the Seabrook,

SOME  $200,000

“In July, 1861 In the words of Jefferson
Davis, “the confederate lendersa realized that
they bhad entered on a desperate struggle,
snd the plan then adopted wak to lesue
treasury notes convertible at the pledasure of
the holder into bonds." More than 600,000,
000 of these treasury notes were Isrued
within the next two years,

Before the work could be begun on any
Inrge mcale, relates the New York Sun, [t
wns pecessary to smuggle the paper and
pressea, the outfit for a large lithographing
establishiment, and the nien to run this es-
tablishment, through the blockade. Like
moxst of thelr other supplles, the confederato
leaders got these from England and brought
them in by way of the West Indles. How
the tsk of turning out from $00,000,000 to
£100,000,000 of paper monhgy every week,
which the conlfederncy hdd set for lisell,
wis earrivd out forme= an Intereeting chuap-
ter in the unwritten history of the confod-
ernte movement, and ik here #et down for
the first time in the narrative of  John
Hodge, one of the fow wurvivors of the group
of young English printers and Hthographers
brought to Charleston, 8. C,; in 1862 for the

express purpose of making confederate
money, Mr. Hodge I8 now an  American
citizen, the manager of a lthograph com-

pany In New York Clty, His story follows:

“In April, 1562, when 1 wpe In my twenty-
fourth year, I was working in London for
Charles Straker & Sons, a large |ithograph-
ing establishment. I had then been cight
years at my trade as a lithographer, and
was consldered a falrly good workman. All
England was greatly interested in the
Amarlean strugile, and, therefore, we
lecked with curioelly at & man of distin-
giished appearanee, plalnly an Amerlean,
who vieited our shop one day, and who wap
reportod to be an agent of the confederate
stntes, engnged In purchasing supplies, Our
interest was greatly Inereased when the
story got aboul that the gentleman had pur-
chased the machinery for a large lithograph-
Ing plunt from our firm, and was looking
about for a number of young fellows to man
this establishment, which was te be de-
voled to printing money for the confederacy.

“Tho prospect of large pay and Hyely ad-
venture wae as attractive to me as it Is
likely to be to a youny fellow of that age,
and 1 went to the head of the firm with the
request that he should recommend me to
our American visitor. As a result 1 was In-
vited to visit Majer Evans of Charleston,
2. ., ut hiz holel, and wen! to gee Him ' In
company with ten other workers at my
craft. We found the major n very agrecable
person, and the upshot of our Interview was
that we agresd to go to Charlestonl to work
for the colfederate government, We got a
promise of $20 o week in gold and a liberal
rate of plece-work pay, and each man, on
slining his contract, received from £40 to
£60 to pay the expenees of the jonrney.

“We left London on May 10, 1862, on the
ship Leopard of Glasgow., We  were the
only passengers except three southern offi-
cers and Major Evans, who joined us al
Cardiff, where onr ship stopped to make
some additions to her carggo. We stopped
agnin at Queenstown, and from there sailed
directly for Bermmuda, in the West Indies,
At o]l these places morg eargo was brought
aboarl, but although we were pretly cer-
tain that it consisted of military stores, we
were not allowed to konow anyvthing about
that, and were kept under military disclp-
line.

“From Bermuda we went to Naseau, and
there we were told that both our party and
the ship's eargo would be divided Into two,
and would proceed by separate boats for the
ghort hut dengerous part of the journey
gtill before us, One part, containing Major
Evans and sitx of our men, was put on the
Autonica, a regular blockade runner, and
the rest of us went on the W, M. Seabrook,
an American viver boat, communded by
Captain. Dan Viecent, who was kwnown as
one of the most daring of the Charleston
pilots, As we ealled out of Nassau harbor,
with the palmetto flag and the hall erescent,
the South Carollna revenue flag, at our mast-
head, we were chieered by the people on
shore and saluted by the other versels in
the harber, for the object of our journey was
well known,

“The Scubrook was a light-draught boat,
and the captain’s plan was not to sall di-
rectly into Charleston harbor, but to slip in
through an Inlet with which he was  ac-
quainted. Unfortunately, he made a elight
nilgcaloulation as to the tides, and that
proved his undolng. Ono morning as we
were bearing in close to the South Carolina
coast we saw a United States crulser loom-
Ing up close at hand, The Seabrook sped
awny up Bull’'s Inlet, the little siream
which Captain Vineent had been making
for, whors the crulser could not follow us,
although she chased us as far as she could
and fired a shot or two across our bows.
But as I eald before, the captain had mis-
onleulated the tide, which wias further out
than he supposed, and presently we found
ourselves stuck fart In the mud, The Yan-
kees were aware of our plight, too, and pres-
ently our lookout annourneed that two boals
were putilng off from the crulser, each
cartying a howltzer, and were coming
lelsurely along to capture us.

“When we heard this announcement we
youngsters, the confederate officers, and most
of the crew dropped quickly over the ship's
side Into the two boata and rowed away, but
the captain stuck doggedly to his pest. The
stars and stripes had soon taken the place of
the palmetto flag on the Seabrook, but we
were out of sight by that time, and were try-
ing to muke our way through a mixture of
mud and water, dragging ourselves along and
pushing the boats ahead of us.

“Wo were twenty miles (rom Chayvleston,
lost In a wilderness of ewamps, abd we zpent
two days tolling through mud with nothing
to ¢at and 1little hope of ever gotting oul
allve, During that (ime we hearilly wiashed
purecives back in old England, but at the
end of the second day we came upon o small
encampiment of confederate troops, the San-
tee Mounted Riflos, and found that we wers
gafe within the confederate lines, From
bhere we had to walk to Charleston, a dis-
tance of twenty-fwo miles, over a heavy
sandy road, and by the time we reached the
city we were as worn and bedraggled spoci-
mens of humanity as it would be possible to
find.

“We were wArmly welcomed by the people
of Chavleaton, who Insisted on regarding the
mien of the Seabrook as heroes, and by Major
Evans, who had arrived before us, The lat-
tor advanced us money for our jmmediate
needs, ftor what we had had been lost in
making otir escape from the boat. We were
kot 10 work almost (immediately Ilo the priot-
Ing office of Bvans & Coggswell, which still
standa In Broad street, Charleston, but after
a short time we were removed ta Columbia,
the capital of the state, where most of the

work of making confederate paper money
was carcled on for the remalnder of the
Wil

“There were - three  establishments  in
Columbin devoted to this bukinesa, One wan
that of HEvans & Coggswell of which flym
our friend, Major Evans, woas the senior
member. They had seventy-five hand pressea
in thelr ofice, and printed notes of small
denominations, ones &nd twos. besides the
thousands of ‘cotton’ bonds which the con-
tederacy lwsued. ‘The secand was that of
Keatinge & Ball, where ten presses were kept
busy running off copper-plate lmpressions
of the large denomination notes—one hun-
Areéd and five hundred. The third establish-
went was that 2f Colonel Blanton Dunpcan,
where seventeen llthograph presscs turned
out the noted of the middle denominations—
five, ten, twenty, ete. The total capacity of
all these pressos per week, iocluding the
printiug of bonds, came clege to the ope
bundred million mark, and duripg the latter
part of 1862 apd all of 1881 they were kv;_n
golng at nearly top speed. Colonel Duncan’s
office, belng the one with which I am most
famillar, will perbape serve to illustrate the
whole work.

“Rach presa was manned by three work-
ers—one printer and two negro slave help-

Lm. The printers of whom there were about

seventy-five In the tewn, were nearly Al
Hoglishmen, as wore the dosignem also.  The
paper wan all manufsetured n England, and
wWak alamped at themmanufactory with the
mark of the confederncy, a -mnfl phlmetio
oncireled by the words; 'Treasury Depart-
ment, C. & A.' butiths stones from which
the bills were printed were prepared in (Co-
lumbla by the men threught over for that
purpone,

“Onne form of laxpess which cost the cons
federiten n Jarge mnownt of their paper
notos was thelr carossseas In handling the
unsigned notes In the ofMces, The printers
were nllowed (o take thewe notes In Any
quantities they liked while at work, and one
of the men got In the babit of carrying oft
five or ten whesta of ten, twenty, or fifty.
dollar notes every day. Of course, It wan
Hecessary for him to commit forgery In slgne.
Ing them, but there were so many different
nignatures on the notes that It was not easy
to detect a spurious one, and this enterpris-
ing individunl had taken some $200,000 of
notes before he was found out. Then he was
promptly sertenced to bo shot, but thiy was
In 1866, when Sherman was close at hand,
and the sentence was never executed, After
that, however, detectives were et to walch
the men while at work, and a striet ac-
counting was kept.

“When the confederacy began to get into
deaperate ficancinl atraits, it adopted a euri-
oun ghift to pay the printers, and instead ot
giving them its own notes, it allowed them
to print notes bearing thelr owh name and
rededmable In confedernte bite, and the cx-
tent to which these private notes might be
printed was practically left to the firm iwelf.
But down to the very day when Sherman's
men marched inse Columbla the workmoen
who had been brought from Bngland were
pald In gold as their contracts oalled for, and
In the last days they were almost the only
persons in the employ of the confederacy
who did tecelve their pay In gold, g0 that on
every pay day they were boeslegeld by brok-
rm who offored them appalling preminms for
t.

“In April, 1866, when the confoderncy was
in Ity death throes and Sherman's leglons
were close at hand, the presses had turned
out nearly a billlon dollnrs, but on that day
the whole autpit would 1itle more than hsve
pald for the three printing eatablishments.
Then 1 got a pass from General Lovell put-
ting mo beyond the confederato Hnes, and
made the best of my way to New York to
make toney more slowly but in more dur-
able form.™

e e
MONEY IN TREE Crnrrng,

Ixperiments Golng Forwared on Long
Islnnd thnt Promise Well,

The owners of large tracts of land In the
vieluity of Westbury, L. 1, are making
experiments In tree culture, says the Drook-
Iyn Eogle, and will redeem much of the
waste lands by planting them with valua-
ble timber. This has been found to be
more profitable in the long ron than pers
mitting the natural growih of cedars and
plnes to cotme up on the ficlds not culti-
vated. It i a well known fact that the late
Austin Corbin took a great interest in the
subject of tree culture and hoped In time to
induce the owners of the sowalled barrens
to subsatitute valhable timber for the shrub
caks and plteh pines which now cover them.
The chiet obstacle In the way of the re-
demption of the waste land was the fact
that It 1s owned for the most part by men
who do not Hve on it, and who take Mitle
or no Interest in Its development, except
fe it may be cut up into bullding lots.
The abandoned lands In the more fertile
nectlons of the Mland are like waste lands
which have never been eleared up; they are
cithoer owned by people who do not lve on
them or by old men who are ending thelr
days in the homcatead while the boyva are
¢mployed elsewhere. The rising generation,
wha alone is likely to take an Interost in
erops that take thisty or even more yvars
to mature, has abandoned the old farms and
could hardly be Induced to return under
any clroumstandes. Thoe lands are, however,
prssing Into the handg of wealthy men and
resoclations, who are acquiring large tracts

and converting them into plantations or
game preserves.  These owners of Inrge
tracts huave found that ordinary farming

lnnds on the north or south elde of the
Island, which may be. purchased at from
$256 to §100 per acre,anay be made to pay a
good Income upon the investment by tree
culture on a large scale, besldes affording
amusement &8 game preserves and  golf
linka.

It is estimated that there are 200,000 acres
of waste, idle land on thes isiand, This
Innd recelvea no attemtlon except the out-
ting ol of the plne or onk timber growth
every thirty or forty years, A considerahle
proportion of this land has been cleared
and eropped, but long since abandoned, he-
cause it would not pay for tilllng, mowing
or evon fencing for pasturage. Much or
this land Is covered with a scanty growth
of shmib oal, pitch pine or in the more fer-
tile section with cedars and oaks, with oc-
caslonal chestnut, The natural growth s
usually cedar or plne, and it takes many
years for it to become of any copslderable
value,

An experiment han been made at Brent-
wood to ascertain whether white pine, the
moat valuable timbor growth in New Eng-
land, could be cultivated to advantage on
the plains of Long Island. The land was
plowed very deep and sowed with oats, then
the seed of the white pine was gowed Lroad-
cast over the surface at the rate of two
quarts to the nere and harrowed In. The
planting of the oats with the pine seeds was
to protect the young plants from the sun.
Tho seed came up all right, but the oxperi-
ment was not a succesa, The white pine
docs not thrive under natural conditions on
Long lsland. While the experiment was
in progress an oficer of the state experiment
station visited the plantation, and it was
his opinion that pothing more valuable than
the common pitch pine could be succeas-
fully grown on the great shrub oak plains,
unless they were first cleared up, plowed
and cultivated, and that this wonld cost more
than the land would be worth for timber
culture,

North and south of the plalns or shrub
oak scction the land ls wore fertile, and a
valuable timber growth ks common, and an
effort {s belug made by the officers of the
experimint statlon to Induce the farmoers to
plant trees in thelr abandoped flelds. Lo-
cust, chestnut, walnut and white oak are
the sorts of timber recommended. The rapid
growth chestnut s sald to be the most profit-
nble. Its trimmings furnish stukes, ralls
and posts for fences, and rallrond ties, and
the larger trecs may be relled upon for a
trop of nuts, long before they are ready for
the =aw mill Instead  of a straggling
krowth of valuable trees judiclous planting
will secure a valuable timber orop, which
may be relled upon to increase the value of
the land from year to year considerably
faster than the money would increase if
left in a saviogs bank,

GOLD 1Y THE YARD,
How the GHding Used In Ornnmental
Decoration s Prepared,

The beating of the innumerable  ltule
gquare pieces of gold which are used to cover
domes and sigus and so on forios o distioct
Induetry in tho gold trade, which employs
a large pumber of hauds and requires no
small amount of skill.

The long, low building In which the work
Is carried on Is filled througliout the day
with the sound of hammers. On every side
litle boxes containing tiny rolls of gold are
to be seen, which, although only measuring
an inch and a half in length, are each worth
about $50, The gold Is recelved in bars one.
c¢lghth of an Inch In thickoess, an Inch In
width and welghing 240 pennywelghts, This
Is ralled out Into a ribbon thirty yarda in
length.

It is then glven to the workmen in strips
moeasuring seven yards, each of which I
cul up lnto 180 pleces, These are now ready
lo be beaten out by haud, They are placed
(protected by fine skius) In a tool known
as the “‘vlutch,” and are thoroughly
pounded out on a4 great grankie block set In
the ground In such a way that there s ab-
solutely no vibratory movement. The pro-
cess s repeated several times. the gold as
It spreads being continwously subdivided un-
til it I8 of the exact dimenslons required.

The skins Iln which the gold is beaten are
50 dellcate that they will tear aw easlly ax
paper, nevertheless they are of so flue a
guality that they will withstand the con-
tinual hammering for several yeass, The
kold, which v flpully beaten down to 200
000th of an Inch, Is rubbed with “brine” be-
fore belog placed In the skips, In order that
It shall not adhere to them,

Easy ux this work of beating out the gold
may seom, It s in reality an art of a very
delicate desoription. The workman must
know to a nicety precisely how hard or gen-
tle the bLlows of hin hamwmer must be, and
nleo the exact spot on which they should
tall. Accordingly, a very wuperior class of

Luwn are cmployed v the business,

STORY OF A PRETTY WIDOW

-—

Unfolds Her Soothad Hoartaches to the Ad-
miring Major.

HE COULD NOT GET A WORD IN

How n Tragedy nat the Hands of
“INear George”™ Was Averted by
the Timely Arrlynl of the
Fonmily Doctor,

The widow was not wearlng weeds, nelther
was she plunged In a gull of dark despair,
nor dld ghe show any signs of those other
dreadfully woe-begone conditiona which are
womellmes attributed to the stato of wilow-
heod, not only In Ameria and its environs,
but pretty generally over the entire carth’s
surface,

On the contrary, she wae as bright and
vivaclous as a eummer gicl, relates the
Washington Star, and she was ialking to the
major In seventeen Jangudges all ot onoe,
At least, It mo seemed to him, for he hadn't
the slightesat opportunity of Introducing a
word into the converdation sldewlse, even
much less Introducing 1t, according to the
ordinary rules of colloguy.

“Do you know, major,” she wes eaying ne
fast as she could, and with ltile gasps for
breath: botween, as women do whon their
couversational locomotive beghie to. “run
wild,” that 1T bad & perfectly 'flrt'ndhll expi-
rlenee once in my Hfe?"

The major wanted to say that he could
not understand how such o charming woman
conld have any kind of an expeclence thit
wis not s lovely ao she was, but he wasn't
quick enough.

“Well, T did,”" ehe ratiled away, “‘and, you
know, it was during dear Goorge's Iifo-
time, and L was perfoectly awful. My, my."
this with a half slgh, “youn wouldn't think
I had been a whlow ten yeare, wonld you 2

“Very few people do,” she twittered, ‘Do
you think I lovk very old " and she canteil
her head to ane slde, and looked at the major
ne oa bird looks at a bug It wants for din-
ner.

The major was aboat to say that he thought
she was o summer givl before some one told
him s#he waa a widow, but, aq before, he was
left at the post,

“But, as 1 was saying,” she contlnued, 1
had thls perfectly awful experlence. You
know that dedr George, during the last
two years of his life, was suffering with
some pecullnr braln trouble  that  quite
changed him. Hig hallucination was that
he wps some other person, aml that while 1
wis his wife, T was not the same wife he had
known In his sanity. Thikx seemod to be
the only pecaliarity of his madness, for on
all other points he was quite sane evnough to
decelve even experts. Of course, 1 had to
watch him all the time, for the physiclan
saldl his disorder might develop at any mo-
ment, and he might do something desperate,
though It was not probalble that It would
take such a turn,

“"One morning he slipped away from his
attendant and cscaped to a train that was
Just leaving the statlon, The man  had
grown carcless, because George was ko ria-
tlonal all the time, hut when he lont him he
realized that he had been negleetful, and
at once came afier me to know what to do,
I was not at home, and did not come In for
twp hours, and the man was so silly, or some-
thing, thut he dldn't go Lo the physiclan, but
Just waited for me. When he teld me of
George's esoape 1 sent for the physician and
n private decective, and as soon ng possible
the detective followed my husband. The
physician encouraged me greatly by saying
that Goorge wasa porfectly able Lo take care
of himself, that he had no sulcidal tendency
and that he would very probably find him at
some of the nearby resorts, as it was sum-
mer, and the hotels were all open, if he did
not return of lils own free will In a few
HYR.

“He had quite a snug sum of money with
him, and I felt easy on that score, for he
could meet all Lls expenses, and knew very
well how to handle money. Still, T wan
dreadfully nervous and excited, and, as 1
could not =it al home, 1 used to go out on
short trips looking for him. The detectivo
wias also out constantly, but he had met with
no success in his search and at the end of
two woeks 1 determined to sound a general
alarm, so to speak, and give the story to
the newspapers, when, on one of my exne
ditlons, 1 unexpectedly found him In a re-
wote Htile town, where there were very fow
summoer visitors. He had been there sinee his
departure from home, and 1 =oon discovered
that he was on excellent lerms with every-
boldy. He was very glad to see me al first,
and took me around to meet h1s new friends.
Of course, It wasn't customary for a lady
to eall first, but I was thinking about George
and not soclal usage, and would have done
anything he asked me,

“The wwnepeople were extremely fon(d of
him, and he had been so0 generous in his
charlties that he was looked upon as a
publie benefactor. To have told them that
George was a lunatie, however mlild, would
have resulted In my belng thought one, and
during the afternoon of my arrival 1 kept
my own counsel and telegraphed ot ence
for the physiclan and the atlendant. No
train. was due tHl next morplog, and all
1 could do was to walt and Keep quiet.
There was no trouble with George until
just after we had taken our supper at the
little hotel where he stopped, and bhad gone
to his room, There something [ ®ald must
have indleated to him in some way that I
had szome designs against his liberty, or
something, 1 don't know what, and he he-
gan to act quecrly, and ghow that he was
guspicions of me.

“I had been under such a dreadful strain
for &0 long that 1 was compleiely unnerved,
and now that I had found him I felt my-
self relaxing and verging upon hysterics.
1 tried to control wyself and gel hWim o
thinking about something else, but suddenly
and without any warning he caught me and
began to choke me. Of course I soremmed,
and screamed with all my might, and In a
minute or itwo people came rushing into the
room, lnguiring what was the matter, As
they eame In George held me struggling in
his arms, but he was ¢ooler than any one In
the party, and wias talking to me like n
mother to a fretful or frightened child,
andl dolpg all be conld to soolle me, Tt
by this Lime I was so wrought up that I
could not keep still, and when George very
quietly told them thet 1 was demented,
snd  became extremely violent at  thmes,
Insting for wonths, they belleved him and
arkod what could be done,

“Ho asked that a physician and a pollce-
man be sent for, and a messenger woot fy-
Ing and soon came back with them. They
held a councll over me and upon Georgoe's
puggestion that I be put In & safe place for
the night, 1 was taken to the woman's cell
in the town prikon and locked up In charge
of & woman nurse, whe had volunteeied her
serviees, as she had had experience with
lunaticd, Wasn't that perfectly awful? 1,
& sane woman, to be locked up on a charge
of lunacy, brought by o lunatle?”

The major wis anxious to say that he had
never heéard of such an outrage perpetrated
In & elvilized land, but the widow ran over
bim and went on.

“Well, It was awful, and the more T tried
to convince the woman that It wes my hus-
band who was crazy, the more she shook
bher head kindly and told me she kpew It,
and that | was put in there only to pratect
me from him. That made me worse, and |
would go off into hysteries again, and 1
never slept a wink all night, When morn
log came 1 was more nearly a raving matise
than tha real lupatic was, and when George
came ln 10 see me hls emotions were painful
to see, and he cried like a baby over me,
the nurse all the time trying to cheer him
up by telling him that I had been quiet moast
of the nlght and would soon recover from
the N0t

*“Ho shook his head sadly and went away
to return In an hour with the physiclan.
They talked over me as If 1 could not un-
derstand anything they were suying, and
on George's earnest  recommendation the
physician sgreed that the best thing to be
doue wae to commit me Lo an asylum
until [t was thought wsafe to release me.
There was o private asylum not far away,
ond It was declded to take me there at
onee, It was now 0 o'clock, apd Ceorge's
physlelan and attendant would not reach
tho town until 16, by which time 1 would
bo un my way Lo the asylum, Il not on my
way to permanent lunacy, for the strain

shops are all empty—the
wired for this occasion.)

fully, lavishly spent,

A Prize Poem

(To b concluded Iater —maybe.)

"Tis the day after Christmas, and all through the street
not a soul with a bund'e or box can you meet.

Bee, Decomber 3, 189,

The
clerks are all tired, and the

counters and shelves look decidedly weird (pronounce it

The women—God bless them

—they haven't a cent; all their change they have cheer-
And the little ones—well, wo
haven't the time, to depict their elation in bunglesome
rhyme; but we think, or we guess, or we know, or we
feel, that the dear little cherubs are happy as ..........
Anybody who can supply the right word to finish this al-
leged peetry will confer an everlasting favor on our ad
man and can have his or her choice of what few holiday,
goods we have left over at exactly the same price that
they were marked last week or last month, which is guar-
anteed to be a lower price than they can be baught for in
any of the stores where they are so busy right now marke
ing their Christmas things down,
have to mark things down.
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€% The Largest Stock

OUR BOOK CASES,

The aecopted nreangement or eélome of
furninliltig (n nearly every lbrary today proe
vides for a line of low Nook Cases, loaving
a wall space for pleturcs equal to al least
three-Nifths of the total helght of the room,

Such low cases, fnely mado throughout,
and with 1ittle or no adornment, are rarely
founil In the stock of an ordinary furnltiure
store,  They can always be procured of us,
however, and at about half the price you
would pay for bullding them to arder,

They arve very stoutly and strongly Joined
volumes.  Thoe doors are telple hingsd and
dustproof; they cloge tightly againat a4 center
mulllon, which obviates the clumsy inside
hook or bolt formerly ured. Remember thas
these cablnets are very lnexpensive,

CHAS. SHIVERICK & CO.,

and Lowest Prices &2

12th and Douglas.

sgleian to walt, and tried to explain to Wim

unxious to entertain us for n few days. All
this time the nurse was getting me ready
for my trip and I was doing all 1 could to
galn a delay of an hour until the train
ghould come, and 1
not he late,
“Despite all my efforts to the contrary,
the nurse reported me ready for the car-
riage which was in walting at the prison
door, and they pleked me up and carried
me out to i, There wan quite & crowd
around the place, all curlous, of course, and
It had a good effect upon me, for instead of
creating any disturbance, 1T submitted guietly
I order not to mnke & scene, The phyal-
clan, Gearge and the nurse got Into the cap-
rlnge after me, and we started away for the
horrid asylum. 1 compoaed myself for whit.
ever might come now, and sat silent, when,
as we turned Into the open space at the rall
rond staticn, which wo had to pass, T saw
my own physiclan and George's attendant.
In & second [ had smashed the earviage win-
dow, and thrusticg ot oy head sereamed
for help, calllng the doctor by name. They
were only the width of a street away, and
#s the driver of the carriage did not know
gnything about whet was golng on. he
stopped to sce what was wrong, and the
next minute I was out of the carrlage and
hadl fainted In the physiclan’s arms.""
The major was about to remark that the
one regret of hils lfe was that he was not
that physielan, but the widow had ber mind
and her tongue on ler story, amd once more
flew away from the walor,
“0Of course, explanations were In order,
and it was not long before the true state of

the case was moade known, groatly o the
astonishment of everybody except George.
He took It as a maticr of course, and

lnughed over it ns a great Joke, without ap-
parently understanding what he had done.
and he went back to town with us as sub.
missively as could be, never lesing hia tem
per In the slighteat degree. Within a couple
of monthe after that he grew rapldly worse,
and death soon brought him a blersod re.
liefr,” Here the widow hesitated and slghed
“And, 1 may say, u blessed rellef ta me as
well, for 1T would have lost my miad, I am
sure.'!

At this point the widow stopped long
cniough to glve the major an opportunity to
moke a few remarks, wlhich e did adelsedly,
secing that the major, an general principles
rogards widows pretty much as did  the
father of the late Sam Weller,
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Six-Thirty . M, Train,
of the
CHICAGD,
MILWAUKER
& 8T, PAUL RY.

Nest service,
ELECTRRIC LIGIITS,
Dining ear,

City office: 1504 Farnam.

e s
BLRLINGTON ROUTE

“Fast Mol Discontloued Soundnys,

Commencing Sunday, Dee. 27, the Dur-

lington's 2:60 p. m. train for Lincoln will

not run Sundays.

—_— e ———————
Personnlly Comlducied Lxenrsions
Leave Omaeha every Friday via the Unlon
Pacifle. No chapge of cars to Opden, San
Franclkseo or Los Angeles. Tourist sieepers
daily to Ban Francieco.
Speclal attention pald te dles traveling
alonw. A. (, DUNN,
Clty Pasns, and Tht. Agent.
1202 Farnam St

——— -
The Barbher In Indin,

The barber of India pas no shop and does
not wmolleit cuntomers by signe or symbola,
He visits cortaln families regularly every
morning early, The servant announces his
presence and he comoen In with 4 saluam
and a “morning habit.” You st dowy com-
fortably out on the veranda, Hot water 19
rarely used, He carties no brush for lather-
Inge the face. In the counliry towns ho daes
pnot even use soap,  Alter sivopplog the
ragor he wets your face and eommonges hin
vhaving oporations, A Tew light touches of
the ragor, hardly felt, and the whole thing
I8 dope in less time than It takes (o tell it.
Aftor shaving he rubs the palm of his hand
over your faoe two of three minutes, In
this manner he polikhes your face ta such
a degree (hat you are surprised when you
fook In the glaws; In fact, your own face
would make u falrly good looking gliss for
gome other person, For his dally servioos
ho tecelves T0 cents a month, A wingle
shave Is 1 cent, and (he charge for halr cut-
tng ts from 2 to 4 cents.  The barber s
also the village surgeon, He performs bleed-
Ing, oupplog and uvodertakes surgical operas
tlons,

—_——————

Specinl Holiduy Rates,
The Chlcage, 8t Paul, Minnespolis and
Omaha Ry, will sell excursion tickets Dec,
24th, 25th and 31st, 1868 and Japuary Ist,
1597, good for return until January dth,
1547, for ope and ome-tbird faves for the

was theo all | could bear, 1 told the phy-

| round telp, . ;

prayed that it would |

o siveation, and all e did was 1o shy l:-—,'
understood perfeotly, and  that we wore
only going for a drive Into the country to LABIES
visit wome of George's friends who wero

Look out for your breath by
watching your teoth, one de-
cayed tooth will taint the
breath. Guld crowns, 200
& to 88. PPorcelain ercewne, 85,
Artificial tooth, §5; best 7,50,

Paxton

B‘"-EY, Dlnllsl, Block

4 floor, Indy attondann,
Teoth extracted without paln.

IN THE LINE OF A HIANT,
The Progressive Girl Pinying  the
Hole of o Good Fellow,

It was evident that be was 1l at easo

while shie was looking over the bill of fare,
relatos the Chilcagoe Poat, hut she didn't seem
to notiee I, and he continued to urge her
Lo order whatever she wlahed.,

She (.

It &0’ necessary to enter Into all the e«
talls of the order here, but 1o the seclusion
of his own den, with his chum us his only
awditor, he would bave designoated it ns o
**heant.'

He was pervous while tho walter was gets
ting it, but again It did oot seem o attract
her attention. As a matter of fuct, she hald
digscovered o dish on the Wl of fare for
which she had had a logeriog longing for
a long, Hogering tine, and she was prinols
pally Intervated o the fack that she waa
about to goet It at Wls expense, )

And she clulined to be 4 new woman, too,

“T roead a story a shorl tline ago,” he sald
finally, with some trigce of nervousness In
his manner, “of u girl who was w0 Drogress-
sive that she inelsted upon treating Just lka

a man,'
SWhere i you resd T slie  asked
qulekly. }

“In & newspaper,” he answered,

“Oh, well,” she returned, “you know you
can’'t believe all that you see in the news-
papers.'

He pighed and showed some evidences of
belng just o Httle more distregsed than be-
fore, but he pald meekly: "Of ¢ourse not.*

She tlked gavly abour ope thing and
apother until the waiter had returned with
the order, but he was strangely sllent.

“I read In a paper devoted exsclusively to
women a day or two ago,” he ventured a
little later, “that Dutch treats were all the
rage now In the swagiger set”

“They're always springlug absurd slories
Hke that,"” she returned. “Any one who
diln't know better would be decelved a
bhundred tlmes a day.”

Thon, fo despetation, he leaned across the
table nod sald:

“Qay! be g good fellow, can't you? All
my money 1€ In mwy ether clothica and I never
koew 1t untll we were in here™

Bhe was 50 tickled at being sddrossed In
that maseuline fashion that she not only
pald for bell, but refused to lot him mwake 1t
good later, although she did intimate that,
new womnn or not, she did nol wish to ese
tablish that Kind of a precedont.

— i —
A Pevplexing Problem,
Whether to teke “Novthwestern Line'' No.
2 at 4:40 p. m. or No, Gat 6:830 p, m,, Chilosgo-
ward, "No, 2" arrives at Chlcago at T:40 a.
m, and “No. 6" at 980 A m.  Both traios
arg models of modern art, skill and luxury,
NO EXTRA CHARGE ON EITHER ONB.
Call at the Cliy Oflce, 1400 Farnam street,

and talk It over.
J, A, KUHN, {c¢noral Agent,
G. F, WEST, C. P. T. A.

— — — . ]

Awarded
Highest Honors—World's Fair,

vRiCE

MOST PERFECT MADE.

A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Free
hl:“ﬂ Alllmg:ia, Alum or any other adultesant,

40 Years the Standard,
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