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THE YOUNGEST PROSPECTOR IN CRLAVERRS.
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Ho wan soarcoly elght when i1 was belleved
thint hi ould have reanonabdy 1aid clalm
the alave pitly Rt We nover il He w
a sinnll ko fiteneily frockied to thi i
of his tawny hair, with even a mibspiclon of 1t
in kv mlmond+haged but gomewhat full
evitr whlch were the greonlsh hum ol a tipe
guoeehierry AL this was wvery unlike hin
parens, from whoin he diverged in resem
biatiee in thal faphiion en olten aven in the
anithwest of Ametica, an 1 the youth of the
bound ram west biad stk & new note ol In-
Vpepdened apg ot nallry, avarriding: sl
T eoand] vstadlaied flen of heprod
i O e Fothis wae aleo daboWh I
a sttt and rerarkabil
N, f purpors, gquite o
of s ool e llo Hin muoth
of n teamster, who had
Sanmiped™ his family, con
Twa girl i the romde e
with the catives roof of his
then while he procecdell to dellver other
frolght not &0 exclunively his own at ofhore
wtatlons alotie the romd, returning w0 them
tn distant i ne iy islans with elight
additions to thelr stoek. hebitation, and (ur
nitir In this way the tdnves Yool wan
finally shingled and the hul enlacged. and
wndey the quileketing of & solldg Callilornia
sky arl the foreing of i teeming Californin
wail, the ehaneegown seeld Lok Tu'\' anil bhe
came Known an Modliker's ranch, or " Meds
Nkor's, " with its burstitg gar Inll pateh and

fie theee sheda ar “loan-toe

The eltle helped thele mothor in & ehildigh
tmitative way, the boy, Johu Bunyan, alter
A more desaltory and originsl fashian—when |
hé ‘win not "goln o' or detensibly “eoming
from' school, for he was seldom actually
there Eoancting of this fear was In '?l‘-!
pund of Mrs. Medliker one morning as ghe |

Iookeld up froin the hottle ehe war serutibing,
withopremonition of “"more woreiting,” to he-
haold Roev, Mr. Staples, the loeal ‘mintstoer,
haul Inhn Bynyvan Modliker Into the shanty
v th one hand. Letting Johuny go. he placed
T Tk ngrinpt the door and wiped Wis
Face witiva rod handkerchiof. Johnny dropped
into o chale furtively glancing at the arm
Liv h Mr. Staples had deagged him, and
foeling It with the other hand to siee I It
Was really longer

“I've been requeated . hy the sehoolmans-
ter" suld Rev, Mr, Staples, puttlng s
handkerehiof back Into his broad felt  hat
with n gasplog smile, “to bhring our young

frivnd before you for a matter of counsel and

discipiine, 1 have done sn, Siater Medlikor,
with aome diMeulty”—he looked down at
Jahn Bungan, who azain felt of his arm
wnd was aatisfied that { wae longer bt
we must do our dooty even with diffeulty
to ourselves and, perhapa, to others, Oue
voung frieml, John Dunvan, stands on a
gildy helght—on stippery places and,* con-
socitive metaphor, “his feet nre tnking fast
hold of dentruction.” Here the chilld drew a
breath of rellef, possibly ot the prospect

of hweihg on firm ground of any kind nt last;
but Slster Medllker, to whom the Staples
siyle of exordium had only a Sabbath signin

cunee, turned o her ofapring ahraptly

“And what’s thene yer doin's now, John,
and me oeslavin® to sond ve Lo kedhool 77

Thus appealed to, Johnuny looked for a re
ply ot his fest, at his arvm and at the Kei
tie. Thin be mald: 1 ain't dope nothin®, bat
he'—indicating  Staplea—"hez been nigh
onter pullin® off my arm!'"

“It's now almest a weonk ago.' continact

Mr. Staples, waving aside @ interrupiion
with a smiile of palnful Christian toleranee,
“or perhops ten days—1 won't be top sure

that the schoolmastor digcovered thut Johnny
had In hie possosklon two or thrie flikes of

fine river gold, cach of the wvalue of hall o
dollar, or perhaps 624 conta,  On being ques
tionml where he got them he refumed Lo say,
nlthough subsoguently he alleged that he
had ‘found' tham It being a single in
etance, he wos glven the benefit of the
donbt, a: u! nothing more was sald about it
Bul a few days after he was found trying (o
pasy off at Mr, Bmith's store two other

Aukes of u diferent size and o small puggel
of the value of $4 or $6. AL thls polnt
I was ealled In; he repeated to me, | grieve
to say, the same untruthfulness, and when 1
suggestod to him the obvious fact that he
had taken it from ones-of the minet's slulee
boxes and committed the grievous sin of
thoefi, he wickedly denled It—xo that we are
provented from earcylng out the Christian
command of restoring It even one fold, in-
stonld of four or five fold, as 1he Mosale luw
might have required. We were, alas! unable
{o ascortain anything from the miners them-
solves, though 1 grieve to gay they one and
all agresd that thelr ‘take' that week was
not at all what they had expectod. 1 even
went so far as to ndmit the possibility of
kis own statement, and besought him ¢
least to show me where he had found it
Ee at first refused with great stubbornness
of temper, but later consented 10 accom-

pany me privately thls  afternoon to the
spol.”"  Mr. Staples paused and, sinkiog his
vioiee, gloomily and with his eyves fixed upon

JAKE WHISTELELL “THEN IT'8 ONLY

. YOU YOURSELR."
Juhnuy, rnllllmn-d slowly: “"When 1 state
that, after siveral times trying Lo evade me

on the way, he finally led me to the top of

Bald Wi, where there I8 not o serap of spl)
and pot the slightest Indication, and astill
porsisted thar be found It there, you will

understand, Stster Medliker, the Incorrigi-
bility of his conduct and how he hes added
the sin of ‘falss witness' to his breaking of
the elghth commandment. But | Jeave him
to your Christian discipline! Let us hope
that If, through This atiff-necksd  ub-
duracy. he has haply ¢seaped the vengeance
of man's law, he will not cscape the rod of
the domestlc taberoacle.'

“Ye kin leave him to
Moedliker In her anxlety
parson, assuming a confldence
from fexling,

“Zo . be it, Slster Modliker,””
drawing a long, satislactory
Jet us trust that when you have rastled
with his flesh und spirit you will bring us
Joxtul tidings to Wedneaday's Mothers
Mecting.

He clapped hig soft hat on his head, vast
suother glanee at the wicked Johnny, opened
the dopor with his haond Beblad him, and
backed hlmigelf Into the road,

“Now, Johnoy,” sald Mre. Medliker, sog-
ting her lpa together as the door clesed,
“look me right In the face, and say where
you stole that gold.”™

But Johony evidently did not think that
his mother's face at that moment offered any
moral suppert, for he didn’t ook at her; but
after gacing at the kettle, sald slowly: “'1
gdidn’t steal no gold.”

“Then,” sald Mra,
“If ye dldo’t steal
bow y¥e got it."”

Children are often bstter loglolatus than
thedr elders, To Jahn Bunyan the siesling
of gold apd the mere refusal to suy where
he got it were two dlstinet and separate
thiongs: that the negation of the second pro-
position meant the afirmation of the Hrul
he could pot accept,  But then children are
also lmitative and fearful of the older io
tellect. 1t struck Johunny that his mother
guight be right, and that to ber it really

moe,' sald Mra.
to get rid of the
alie was far

anld Staples,
broath; “and

Medliker triumphantly
I, you'd say rvight of

Jitn Dirady,

whi ‘lli atruek

“You

& lead and kept the

loeality secrot ol ody

INGIN,” SAID JOHNNY.

an awakened consclence, and, nudging Mrs,

forced him 1o tell. Nobody cat'cd hite o ! Medliker, leaned cagerly forward for a re-
thier; nobady bhad deageed hlm 2bont by the ' ply, "Then," he repeated, with sunve ¢n
prm until be showed it, Why was 1t wrong j Louragement, go on, Johuny!  Speak 0t
| that a Hitle oy should And gold? It woasa't | out!”

mEin the commandments. Mr, Staples bod “Then,” said Johnny, in a hicgh, shreill
pever got upoapd gald: “Thou shalt not find | fulseito that startied them, “then what for
kold? His methor had never made l.lmfrli-i yvou plek up that piece o gold in the
pray not to find 1! The wohoolmnster hall [ road this arternoon, and say nothin' of it to
never rend him awful storice of bove who | the man whko follered ye? Ye did; 1 ceed
founrd gold and never said anyvthing sbout "yer! And ye didn’t say nothin® of it to any
It, and so came to a horrid end. All this ' body; and ye aln't sayvin® nothin® of It aow
crowded his small boy's apind, and, crowd- | wer maw! And ye've got it in yer vest!
itg, choked his sraell bov's utierances | And It's mive; and 1 dropped il Gilimime

“You Jest walt ti)l your father comes |it*

home,” . salid Mrs, Medliker, "and he'll m'r[ Autonishment, confusgion and rage swelled
wheiher vou ‘want to' or not.  And now get s and empurpled Stiaples’ face. It was Lis
yourself off to bed and stay there.™ | turn to gasp for breath. Yet, in the same

Johnny kKpew that his father
hod increused to flve wagons, and whose
route extended forty miles further—wag not
e for a week, and that the catastrophe was
yet remote, His present punishment he had
expected. He went inte the adjoining bed-
room, which he oceupied with his sister, and
begen to undress. He logered for somoe
thme over one stocking and finally cautiously
removed from it o small plece of Rake gold
which he bad kept concealod all day under
his Big tos to the great discomfort of that
member, But this was only a small, ur«Il’I-

e

nary, aelf-martyrdom of hoyhood,
serantehed a boyish  hieroglyphic  on the
metal, and when his mother's back was

turned acraped n small hole in the adobe
wull, inserted the gold in it, covercd it up
with n plaster made of the molstened debris.
It was safe—so was his seeret—Ilor It need
not, perhaps, be stated here that Johnny had
told the truth amd had honestly found the
gold! But where?—yes, that waa his own
seeret! And now, Johnny, with the instinet
of all voung anlmalg, dismissed the whole
gubject from his mind, and reclining com-
fortably upon his arm, fell into an interest-
ing study of the hablts of the red ant, en
exemplifiea in a crack of the adobe wall, and
with the ald of a burnt match succeeded in
diverting for the rest of the afternooy the
nttention of 4 whole laborious colony.

Fhe next  morting, bowever, brought
trouble to him in the curicsity of his sisters,
helghtoncd by theie beliel that he could at
nny momoeni be taken off to prison—which
was their understanding of their mother's
story., | grieve to say that to them thia In-
vested hlin with a certaln romantic herolsm,
from the gratification of which the hero
himself not exempt. Nevertheless, he

LT

supeovssfully evaded their guestioning, aud on
broader Linperaonal grounds.,  As girvls, it woa
pone of thelr Dusiness! Ho wasn't a-goin’

ta toll them his secrets!

whosie teams |

1

And what did they |

know about gold, any way? They couldn't |
tell it from brass! The attitude of his
muther wes, however, still perplexing. Ehe

|

was 1o longer actively indigoant, but trented |

him with 4 mystecions reserve that was the
more appalling. The fact was that she no
longer believed (o his thelt—Indecd, she had
never serlously accepted it—but his strange
reticence and seeretiveness piqued her ourls
paity. and even made her a lttle afvald of
i The capacity for keeplng o secret she
believed was manlike, and reminded her—
for vo reason e the world—ol Jlm Medliker,
ber Lhustand, whom she féaied. Well, she
would let them fight It out between them.
More than that, she was finally obliged (o
sluk her reserve In employing him in the
necessary “chores’ for the house, and he was
sent on an eend to the country store sl the
crosé rouds.  But Le first extracted his gold
fake (eom the wall and put it In his pocket,
On arviviog at the store, It was plain
even to his boyish perception that the min-
Ister had circulated his miserable  story.
Two or three of the customers spoke to
cach other In whisper, and looked st him.
More than that, when he begun his home-
wurd journey he saw that two of the loung-
ers were evidently following him.
timidity and half In boyish mischief he
ohee or twice strayed from the direct road,
and snatehed a fearful joy In observing
their equal divergenve, As he passed Mr
Staples’ house he saw that reverend gentles
man sneak out of his back gate, and, with-
out seeing the two others, Joln in the lo-
“quisltorial procession. But the events of
the past day had bad thelr guickening efect
upon  Johpoy's  intellect, A brilllantly
wicked thought struck him. As he was
passing a perfectly bare spot on the road
he monaged, without belng noticed, to cast
hiv glittering Make of gold on the sterile
gronad at the other side of the road, where
the minister’'s path would Ite. Then, at
n paint where the road turned, he cone 1
himeell in the brush. The Hev. Mr. Staples
bureied forsward as he lost slght of the boy
In the sweep of the read, but hulted sud-
denly Jubnny's heart leaped. The min-
Ister looked wpround him, stopped, pleked
up the plece of gold, thrist 1t hurrledly in
his walstcoat pookel and continued his way.
When he rosached the turn of the road, Le-
fore passing it he avalled himself of his
solitude to pause and again examine the
teeasure, and agein return it to his pocket.
But, to Johupy's surprise. he here turned
back, walked quickly to the spot where
by wad teund at, earefully examined the
locallty, kioking the loose soll and stones
around with bis feer untll he had appir-
catly satisfled himself that there wias no
more, and po gold-beariog Indications in
the eoll. At this moment, however, the two
other Ingulsitors came o sight, and Mr,
Stupled turned quickly and hurried on, He-
fare he had passed the brush where Johnony
wiis congealod the two twen overtook him and
exchauged greetings. They both spoke of
“Johony and his erime. of having followed
him with a viow of finding out where he
went to procure bis gold, and of bis haviog

Half in |

! gold

moment he made an angrey dash at the boy,
Bit Mra. Moedliker interfered. This was an
entircly new feature in the case. Great is
the power of gold. A single glance at he
minister's confusion had convinced ber that
Johuny's accusation was true, and it was
Johnny's money—constructively herg—*+hat
the minister was eoncenling. His mere pos-
sesslon of that gold had more efMez' In
straightening out her loose logle than any
gonge of his hypoerisy.

“You leave the boy he, Brother Staples,™
gald Mrs. Meditker, sharply, *'I reckon wot's
hig is his'n, spite of whar he got It.”

Mr, Staples saw his mistake and emiled
painfully as he fumbled In his waisicoal
pocket, “1 helieve 3 did plek up somethiong,™
he sald, “that may or may not have hien
but 1 have dropped it seain or thrown
and really it I8 of little cancern
For we have only Dis
How do we

it away,
In our moral lesson.
word that it was replly his!
know it?'"

**(*ou it has my marks on it
quickly; *it had a eriss-cross |
on it. 1 kin tell it good enuf.”™

Mr, Staples turpned suddenly
rose, Of course,'”” he said to Mrs.
with painful dignity, “if you set so much
value upon a mere worldly trifte T will en-
deavor to find it, It may be In my other
pocker'  He backed out of the door in his
usual faghion, but instantly went over to
the postofice, where, an he afterward al-
leged, he had changed the ore for coln in
a moment of Inadvertence. But Johnny's
hleroglyphics were found on it, and in some
mysterious way the story got about It
had two effects that Johnny did not dream
of, It had foreed his mother into an atti-
tude of complicity with hlm; it had ralsed
up for him a slngle friend.  Jake Stielitzer,

sall Johnny
scratehed

pale and
Medliker

quartz miner, had deeliared  that Burnt
Spring  was  “playing it low down” on
Jelinny! That if they really believed that
the boy took gold from their siuice boxes

It was their duty to watch thelr elalms and
nat the bov., That it was only their excuse
for “snooping’ after him, and they only
wanted to find his “strike,” which was as
mitch his as thelr clalims were their own!
All this with grest proficlency of epithet,
but aleo o still more recogulzod proficlency
with the revolver, which made the former
respected,

“That's the real nigger In the fence,
Johuny.' said Jake, twirling his huge mus-
tache: “and they only want to know where
your lead ls—and don’t you tell ‘em! Let
‘eur blle over with waltin' first, and that'll
put the fire out. Docs yer pop know?"

“No,” zald Jannny.

“Nor ¥er mar?"

“No"

Jake whistled. *"Then iU's only you, your-
I‘!‘lf?"

Joinny nodded wiclently and his brown

oyes glistoned,

“It's a heap of Information to be packed
away ln a chap of your size. Johnny., Makes
yvour feel Kinder crowded Inslde—eh? Must
keen U to yourself, en?”’

“Have to,” sald Johony with a gasp that
was a little like a sigh,

It causcd Juke to look at him attentlvely,

“Sew here, Johnny," he said, "now ef ve
wanted to tell gomebody about t—somobody
as was & friend of yours—me, {'r Instance

Johnny slowly withdrew the  freckied,
warty little hand that had been resting con-
fidinely in Jake's and geolly sidled away
from hlm, Jake burst into a loud laugh,

AN right, Johnny Loy, he sald with a
hearty slap upon the bov's back, “kéep yer
head shut ef ver wanter! Only ef anybody
olse comes bummin® round ye, like this, jes:
turn him over to me and I'll 1t him outer
hisz bools!

Jake kept his word and his distance there-
after, Indesd, It wos after his first and
loat eonversation with im that the Influence
of Bla powerful prateclion was so alrong
thiut all motive critlclsme of Johony ceasod,
and only a respectful survelllanee of his
movenienta lingered o the settlement |
do pet know that this was altogether dis-
tasteful to the child; it would have boen
strinige, Indeed, If he had not felt at thmes
cxiultel over this myasterious Influsnoe that
he seemed to have aequired over his fellow
Creatures It he were mercly hunting
blackberrlia in the brush, he was always

gure, sooner ar later, te find a ready hand
offered to help and accompany him; If he
trappod a squilmel or tracked down a

wild bees' hoard, he generally found a smil-
Ing face watching him, Peospectors sonie-

times stopped him  with: “Well, Johnny!
as a chipper and far-minded boy now
whur would you advise us to Jdig™ 1

grieve to suy that Joheny wes nol above
giving his ndvice—and that It was Invariably
of not the smallest uss to the reciplent.
And se the days passed Mr. Medliker's
abgence was protracted, and the hour of

j Fetribution aud punishment still wecmed

| 1o hin Intense delight,

n;.\lru ovndod them Mr. Staplem ngrevd
ith thelr purpose, bul, o Johnny's In
| |'.| astonislhnent, anid nothing about hin
[ own Nod® Whon they had passed on the
| Yoy wlipped from hin place of concealiment
|.lrn. followed them at a Jdistaoce until his
| awn house came In viow Here the two
|l|'!l| Mverged, but the mintater continued
| of towand the other “store” and postofMeo
/ of the maln  rokd
{meant the same LhINg, 8o, afler §d MOTeSUA L g Cauid have told hbs mother what T
unee 'I\- replicl more confdently Ul had woon and his wurprise that the ministoy
¢ 1 aioled Il had not spoken of Anding the gold to the
“.” I ."1- erly o »I.'-I AL 1' for T bt be was eleckod—firat, by
.r e t . ‘I' i ki |- "_1 ': . attitado toward hitt, which was
oL . U VY ¢ . 2 witinlor's, and, sic
minle you lmb! A you it the l.i.'- . tll.'._l.‘ '_|: "\,‘1.:.1! lave
.u..-.l. teil o W t.-u’ did you atowl . i ks dropping the. gold fn the
PSS Fedl me quick. afore I wring e oUt §onseirts path, though he knew not why
i yon or nmaked hin reason for 1t, which he ¥
Conplotely astotinded and bowilideeod at cqually .‘l'.r:‘- b eould pot formulate, though
f!u. Hew turn of aifalre .l.;!l:l'-\ agaln Tell | §i- 150 kiew not Why BAUY KRl evaning.
hai i) ”"'I' drondful truth Aud gaspod, | ag Bo wae returning frome the spring with
I"\l'lj».'rnl -II-:n'IIIH!I\-n. W, yvou devil! Tig youa tale watar he heard the minkstor's volee in the
fhom S ragerar | kltchen It had Leen o day of surprices
i 4 " Flazer's and revelations to Johnny, but the elimax
g |\Irr-' y the Shimmons Drothere ™! eremod ta e reached sax he entered the room
At - 242 * and he now stood T-":!I:‘-I']_\rll anld open
“From the Dlazing Star company 2™ moulhed na he heard Mr. Stapies say
(NG “It's wll very well, Sister Medliker, to
From & store”? |--.:'.u.'..r1 vour heart with vain hopes and de
Ny, | Tusinns A mother's leanin's is the woul'a |
Thett, 0 ereated goodpess'—whore ai | decelvin’s, and yer leanin' on a broken reed.
Vot et 1 If the Loy truly found that gold he'd have
Johnny rafsed Kia hrown goorolersy cves | Come to ye and sald 'Tiehold, mother, 1
for & sinele Inktant to Kis mother's Ayl wald: | have found gold in the highways and by-
I found v | ways—rejoies and be exeecdin® glad!? and
Mis, Modliker gaiped agrin  ag .| Hiared | hov poured it inter yver lap. Yes"™ contin-
hopelensly wt the ceiling, Yot wiie wax oogi- | ned Mr. Staples apgressively to the boy, as
stelaun dof a4 vertaln rellet. Aftor ..1]_ it wis | he saw him atagger back with his pall In
possible that he had found it—llar asx he un |Imn|I. ‘'vos, sir, that "\ulll:! hiave been the
doubiedly wnu ] course of a Christian nhild!
Phen, why don’t you say whete, yoi aw- | 1% 0o moment Johnny feélt the blood baoll-
ful ohila? | ing In his ears, and a thousind words seemed
"‘Pon't want to!'” growding in his throat. “Then!" he gasped
Tohuny would have Hked ta add *hae be | kol choked. “Thon!" he began agaln—and
Lgaw no renson why Be shonld tell,  Other | stopped  with the suffocation of Indignu-
peaple wha foumd gold were ot oblged 1o | ton,
tell, There was But My, Btaplos gaw in his agitation only

fdl AWy The bieckberries ripened  and
lided upan the Wildside: and the sgquisrels
Dad gathersd thele imarde; the beca no Jonger
ame and went theough the thicket st
Johnny wan still th dally, mesterious pos
sessiun of his arates of gold! And theh one
day—alter the fate: of all herale humanity
liia sreret imperiled Ly the blandiahmenis
and Machinations of the a!b-powerfol sex
Florry Frasor woe a little playmiate of
lohnny's, Why, with his doubits of s elder
wieter's Intelligence and Integrity, he shonld
hava s locted p o) two yoara younger and
of singnlar simpliemy was, like his other
adorel, hls own Whnt she saw o him to
atiract her was equally strange: posalbly i
may hoave heen his brown gooecherty eyes
or His warts, but she Wwaa (uite content !
o trot after him ke oo youns sguaw, Carry-

Ing his "bowatrrow' or his "trap.’”” supremely
altinim! to share his woodland Knowledge or

s seantler confidences For nobody who
know Johnny suspeoteld that she wes privy
to his great secret. Howbelt, wherever his
Fakged straw hat, thatched with his tawny

hnlr, Was detected In the brush the Hetle |
nunkeen sunbonnet of Florry was gure to
e discerned not far behind, For two weeks
they had sniot seen each other, A fell dla-
care, nurtured in ignorance, dirt and eare

losarnices, wis striking right and left through
the valleys of the foathille, and Florry, whose
plster had Just recoverwd from an attack,
had  been sequestersd with her, Buat one
morning, as Johnny was bringiog hix wood
from the stack behind the house, he saw,
A pleket of the road
fenee wlipped aside . by a small rod hand,
Knd A motent ofter Florey squecaed hoer-
sulf through the parvow opening. Her round
oheeks were alightly Aushed, and there was
a serap of red faonel around her plump
throat that helghtened the whiteness of her
i I’l

My sald Jnnﬂ:\
affected admiration

“Sore throat,”

with half real, hait
“how splendiferogs!™
¥ald Florry, Iti o whiaper,

trylng to inwert her two chuabby fAngers
etwoen the bandage and her chin, 1 mus-
sont wo outer the garden pateh! 1T muasent

stay loug, for they'll keteh me outer bed !

“"Outer bed? repcated Johony, with In-
tenss admiratlon, as he perceived for the
first time that Florry was in a Hannel night-
gown, with bare legs and feet.

”]'\SH [

Whercupon  thess  two delightful imps
chuckled and wageged thelr heads with a
sincére enjoyvment that this mere  world
could not give. Johnny slipped off his shoes
and stockings and huareiedly put them on the
infant Florry, seeuring them from falling
off with a thick cord. This added to their
enforment,

"We can play cuhby house in the stone
heep,” whispered Florry.

‘Hol' on till T tote in this wood,” sall
Juhnny., “You hide (Il 1 come back."

Johnny swiftly deliversd Lis lond with an

alaerity he had pever shown before. Then
they played “cubby house™ not fifiy foct
from the cabin, with a hushed but gullty
sutisfaction. Dut presently it palled. Thelre

domain. was too circumseribed for variety.
“Robinson Crusoe up the tree' was lmoossi-

ble, #s being visible from the house win-
dowe, Johnny was at hia wit's end. Florry
was fretful and fastidious, Then a great

thought struck him and left b cold.

“Ir 1 ehow you a show, you won't tell?
he gald suddenly,

No.'!

“Wish yer-mun-idfe?"”

e

any penny?

"Got any slate nopcil?"

-\ '..1-'. got nny pins nor nothin'? You kin
ko in for a pin.”

had none of childhood's flue-
tuating currency with her, having, so to
spink, no pockets

“Well,” salld Johinuy,
Ikin go In for luv.”

The ohild celipped him
arms anil smiled, and, Johnny leading the
way, they crept on all fours through the
thick ferns until they paused beforg a deep
fissure in the soil half overgrown with bram-
ble, In its depths they could hear the
monotonous trickie of water., 1t was really
the source of the spring that afterward
reappeared fAfty yamls nearer the road, and
trickied into an unfalling pool known as the
Burant Spring, from the bLrown color of the
surrounding brecken. It was the water
supply of the ranch, and the reason for
Mr, Medliker's ariginal selection of that site,
Johnny lngered fer an Instant, looked care-
fully pround and then lowered hinself into
the fssure. A mament Inter he reached up
his arms to Florry, lowered her also, and
both disappeared from view, Yel from time
lo time thelr volees came faintly from be-
low—with the guigle of waler—as of festive
gnomes at play.

At the end of ten minutes they reappeared
a Hitle muddy, a little  bedragglod, but
flushed and happy. There were two pink
spots on Florry's cheeks, and she clasped
something tightly in her lttle red fist,

“There,” satl Johnny, when they were
sented (o the straw again; “now mind you,
don't tell! *

But here suddenly Florry's lips began to
quiver, and she gave vent to a small howl
of angulsh,

“You aln’t bit by a trant’ler

But Florry

brightening up, “'ve

with her small

nor nothin’'?"

£nld Johnny, anxiously, “Hush up!”

“N—o—ao! ut—'"

“Hut what?' said Johnny.

“Mar sald 1 must tell! Mar said 1 was to
fin' out whers you get the truly gold! Mar
sall 1 was to get you to take wme,"” howled

Florry, In an agony of remorse.

Johnny gasped. “You Injin!" he began.

“But I won't Johnuy!"" sald Florry, cluteh-
ing hiz leg frantically. *1 won't and 1
shan't! T ain’t no Injin!"

Then, between her sobs,
her mother and Mr, Staples had said that she
wad 1o ask Johnny the next time they met
to take her where he founid the “truly gold,™
and she wag to remmember where it was and
to tell them.  Aud they were golng to give
hor @ new dolly and o hunk of gingerbread,
“But I won't—and 1 shan't!” she sald
alonately. She was quite pale apdin.

Johnny was convineed, but  thoughtful,
"Tell 'em,” he said hearsely, “tell ‘em a big
whopper! They won't know no  better,
They'll never guess where,” And he briefly
recounted the wild goose chase be had given
the minister.

“And get the dolly and the cake,” sald
Florry, her eyos shining through her tears,

“In course,'” esid Jolnny. *They'll get
the dolly back, but you kin have ented the
cake first.” They looked at each other, and
thelr danced together over this heaven-sent
Inspiration. Then Johnny took off her shoes
and atockings, rubbed hier cold feet with his
divty handkerchlel and sald: “Now you trot
over to your mar!"

He helped her (hrough the looge pleket of
the fence and was turning away wlen her
faint volee again ealled to him:

“Johnny!"

He turned back: she was standing on the
other slde of the feuce holding out her arms

she told him how

pas-

to him. He went to her with shining eyes,
Ifted her up, and from her hot but loving
litle lips took a fatal kiss,

For, only an hour later, Mes.  Praser
found Florry in her bed, tossing with o4 high
fever and n lght hend. She was talliing
of “Johuny"” aund “gold,” and hal a tlake
of metal in her tiny fist, When Mr Staples
was sent for, and with the mother and
fother, hung anxious!® above her Ded, 1o
thelr eager queatiouing they could enly find
out that Florry had been to & high monns
tdy, ever so far awav, and oo the top of it
there was gold Iying around, and a shining
Pyure was giving It away to the peopie,

“ALD who ware the people. Plorey, doart™

sald Mr. Staples, persuasively: “anybuody yve
lKrow bhuepe?’
“They wor angeln,” soud Plorry, with a

frightened glamee over her shoulder.

1 grieve (o way that Mr. Sianles did not
lvok as pleased as the celosiial vislon an he
might bave, and poor Mra. Fraser wsvobalily
#r'w that io her ohild's face which drove
other things from ber micd.  Yet Mr. Stuples
Py sisted,

“And who led you to this beautiful woun-

tain? \\ as it Johooy ¥

“NO

"Whao then?

Florry opened bher eyes aon the spealer.
I MNink it was Dod,” she sald, wund closed
them agaln,

But here Dr. Duchesne hurried o, and
after a single glance at the child hustled
Mr. Staples from the room, for there wore

grave cowmlicetions that puzzied bim. Florry
sevmed easler and quigeter under his kindly
volee and toucl, but did not speak aga'n—

and so, slowly sinking, passed saway that
night In a dreamless sleep.  This was fol-
lowed Ly a mad panle at Burnt Spring

and Mrs. Medliker flod with
her two girls to Bacramento, leaviong Johuoy,
catenslbly atrong aud aotive, to kdep hovse
uttll his father's return. HBut Mr., Meodli-
ker's return was again delayed, and in the
epldemie, which had pow taken a fast hold
af the settlement, Johnny's secret—and in
deed the boy himeelf—wes guite forgotten.
it was only on Mr. Medllker's arrival that

the next day

wan known he had been Iving da

it RoTolRlY
i, wlobe In the abandoned hotis 14 his
sirange retleence and Armoees of  puarpowes
ho had %ept bis suffecings to Bimwel! w
he had his other sivre and they were re
voalod oniy o the wasted, hollow  Agure
thint fewbly opened the door ta his fathe

On which Intelligenete Mre, Staplis Was g
Wsual, prompily on the apot with his story  of
Tohnny's =pcret 10 hin Father, and Win wsual
cager questloning to the it Kinkl 'y
And now, Johnny he aalld, leuanliir over
the hed, “tell ua all There Ja friny
wham no seecreis are hid Uyt
that denr Florry, who | th the an
geln, hoae already confeescil’

Morhaps It was heciuse Joh oV ni
that moment, hated the man: perhaps it
woa hecause at that m v baved and
telieved In; Florry, ar peich It wa nly
that Decause gt that moment e was oaner
the greater teuth than bis questioner, but he
s ld In a hveky volee, “You Hel"

Staples drew back with o Auxbiod face, bt
Tips that writhed In oa palosd and sl per
eintent ecagorncas,  Hat, Johuny, at least
tell us wherp—wh—wow-—wow,"

I am obliged to admit that these undigni
fled accente came from MP Stapleés’ own
Mpwa, and were due to the suilden prossure
of Mr. Medliker's arm arcund hia throat
| The teamater was Iedacible  dnd  prompt
throngh much mule deiving, aud his arm |
was, from the same  roas strong  and
sinewy Mr. Staplea felt himsolf garrotod
and dragged from the room, sl only came
to under the stars outalde, with the boarse
vidlee of Mr, Medliker In his ears

“You're a minlster of the gospel, 1 know
but ef ye say another word to my Johinny
I'll knodk the goapel stuMn’ out of ye. Ye
hear me! 've delven milen afore!”

He then strode back Into the room, Yo
needn't answer, Johntv—he's gone.””

But so, too, had Johonny, for he never an-
swered the question In thle world—nor,

please God, wes he requlred to In the next
He lay still and dead, The community was
scandalized the next day when Mre. Medlikes
sonit for a minister from Saceamento
oMelate at his ehild’s funeral o place of
Mr. Staples, and then the subject was
droppeil.

But the influence of Johnny's hidden treas
ure &t remalned as a superstition in the
loeality, Prospecting partles  were  eon-
tinually made up to discover the unknown

claim, but always from evidence and data
altogether apocryphal, It was even alleged
thet a miner had one night scen the Hitle

figures of Johuny and Florry walking over
the hitltop, hand in hamdl, Lot that they
had vanlshed among the slars at the very
moment he thought he had discovered thelr
seeret, And then It was forgotten; the pros-
perous Mr. Modliker, dow the proprictor of
a stuge ecoach route, moved awny to Sacra-
maonto; Medliker's ranch becitine a0 station
for changlng hotscs, and, as the new rall-
way In time guperseded even that, sunk
Into a WMacksmith's shop on the outskirts
of the new town of Burnt Spring.  And then
one day, eix yoars aftee, news fell as n
bolt from the blue!

It was thus recorded In the county paper:

“A pleee of rare good fortune, Involving, jit
ig said, the development of a lead of ex-
traordinary value, has lately fallen to the
lot of Mr. John Silshee, the popular block-
smith, on the site of the old Medliker ranch.
In clearing out the failing watercourse
Known as Durnt Spring,. Mr. Silsbee came

upon a rich ledge or pocket at the actual
source of the spring—a fissure In the ground
a few rods from the rogd.  The present yvield
has besn estimated to be from elght to ten
thousand dollars. Dut the event I8 congid-
ered ag one of the most remarkable n-
stances of the vagaries of ‘progpecting’ ever
known, as this valuable ‘pot-hole’ existed
undisturbed for elght®years not fifty vards
from the old cabin that was In former time
the residence of J. Meidliker, esq., and the
atation of the Ploneer Stage company, and
was utterly unknown amd unsuspocied by
the previous luhabltants! Verlly, truth s
stranger than fictlon!™ RRET HARTE,
-
The king of pills Is Beecham's

-Heecham's
e
Thine by

Do Tells the Cloek,

H. C. Peterwon, a workman at the cotton-
aced mill of Parlz, Ky, owns n dog, Nick,
that van tell the time of day, It Is Nick's

duty to take hls master's dinper to him o a
little pall, and should Mpa. Peterson by any
migchance overlook the matter the dog i
stuve to remind ber in proper time by bring-
ing the bucket and urging her to Al it AL
first it was supposed to be the dog'e In-
tuition merely that enabled him to know the
hour, but he has many times been seen
watching the elock, and opce, when Mrs.
Peterson set the hands ahead to test the
matter, Nick brought the dinner pall
promptiy on the stroke of 12, though In
reality it was only 11,

Nick Is na familinr with the whistles as
Peterson l= himself and always sees to it that
his master is awake at the proper thme cach
morning to Legin his work. If Petemion
oversleeps himself Nlck i8 sure (o be on the
alert and at the first sound of the early
whistle runs to the bedslde and barks until
hig master s awake,

There are thousands of
sickly school-girls all over
this broad land that are
dragging their way thmu&h
school-life who nnbht enjoy
that abundant life which be-
longs to youth by simple at-
tention to hygienic lawsand
a proper course of treatment
with Scott’s Emulsion. This
would make the blood rich,
the heart-beat strong; check
that tendency to exhaustion
and quicken the appetite by
strengthening the digestion,
Our book tells more about
it. Sent free.

SCOTT & BOWNIL Chemists, New York

OCTOR

Searles &
Searles,

SPECIALISTS IN
Nervous, Chronie

anid

Private Diseasss,

WEAK MEN
SEAUALLY,
A1l Private Disenses
nd Disordersof Men

i Treatmoent by s2all
=~Consnltation free

SYPHILIS

Cured for We and the pou-u thuroughl
cleansed from the system, P'lILES FISTUL
and RECTAL U I8, HYDROCELY
and VARICOCELE pormanently and sues
cessfully cured. Method new nnd unfalllng

STRIGTURE AND GLEET 355

at home

By new mathod wilhout paln or cutting,
Coll on or uddress with stamp,

Dr. seaf_leg_& S_EEIF'S_' 119 5. 14th St

m-llu Nn
W
Happy Days

are thuse upon which sufferers experience the
returmn of lost strength, vitaliny and energy.

Sen-dine

The famous Braln and Nerve Food, bring
aburt this happy resull.  Theycreate hpalihy
digestion, pure, rich  blowd;, fiim muscles,
rupged strehgth, stea’y nerves and o clear
brain.  Drains checked forevor,

$1.00 Per Box, 6 Boxes, §5.00,
A legal guamntee Lo cure or o 0und the
moaney with every 85 order Ad lreas

y Iturmm & %1ml ' .
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Did You Get a Camara for Christmas

If not, your chance to get ons l.ly

NEW YEARS.

Any boy or girl, man or woman sending
sub:criptions to the Omaha Daily Bee
under the conditions as given below will

: | “
nerag s

receive one of these beautiful and perfect
cameras free.

AMERAS GIV

AWAY.

A COMET CAMERA.

Made of stromg materinl

coverad In blaek Jeantherelte

il I vers simple In opsr

tion Parts can be castly

duplicated If loxt-—never gots

ot of ofder—tikes pletures

O Iy Bguare or fouml, a8

I shown below e of Comet

iy Ciomern 1Yl x? Inches and

i welght 3 ounce n el ean
Work i,

A CRESCENT CAMERA.

A HIGH grade camera,
takss photograph 3x3
inchies ~Crescent Camera isf
61x4x4 in size and is equal
to any $10 camera—It's the ji8
latest thing out—and is im-
proved up to date,
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Cat al

Four new subscribers for three weeks each—
Three new subscribers for four weeks each—
Two new subscribzrs for six weeks each—

To The Omaha Bee, prepaid at the rate of 15 cents a ;
week, paper to be delivered in Omaha, Council Blufls or
South Omaha by carrier, or sent elsewhere by mail —

WE WILL GIVE YOU A e,

COMET CAMERA

e a—a e et el

b YOU BRING OR SEND US

Eight new subscribers for three weeks each—
Six new subscribers for four weeks each—
Four new subscribers for six weeks each—
Three new subscribers for eight weeks each—
Two new subscribers for twelve weeks each—

Prepaid at the rate of 15 cents a week, paper to be deliv-
ered in Omaha, Council Blutfs or South Omaha by carrier
or sent elsewhere by mail—

WE WILL GIVE YOU A—— ~——>

RESCENT CAMERA

o B, =T o
i £ T, i
7 *‘@' T Bring in all i
] Y e ring in ull subscrip-

tions to the business
office of The Bee, Room
100, B2 Building,
Omaha, or No. 16 Main
Street, Council Bluffs,
[owa, or address

("

i
:

Nk %

N. B.—A now sub-
scriber under this ofler
ig one who hae notbeen
trl.king the Bee through
our office or its regular
ur;pnt.s later than No-
vamber 25, 1800,

S

Grand Chance
to Earn a

New Year's (i

Address all communications to

CAMERA DEPARTMENT,

Omaha Bee, Omaha.

Coned Falers thiln xio.

Copnet Valeos this size,
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DK Men Made er
McCREW A e B RR L) s

hiwatth, naubiood, snd vigor, Night lonsus,
dralns o einlasiotis ernse W e :r.d.

i D iie, Lust
3l

5 THE ONLY

iz A i aY

PRIYATE DISEASES

Weonies & Digorder of

MEN ONLY

20 Yun Espericace,
¥ Years in Omaha
Raok Free, Lansuliatiog
l aud Examination Fice.

Wenk

Wy auil |.-r.ul.r'
l ALL, WEAK PARTS tNLAﬂGED
AND DEVTLOP

SFREE &

Our repular $4w
sparks, w ol oo
aluuu. n-ul Virew
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GIJHE YOURSELF!- -

Usu g @ for une sturad
ilbac hinrgen, lurlurmnulu»ul.
Irritations or uiieratluns
OF s e o reembrsaes,
I'ulnluu BOG Lol sakrigs
Rent ur pulsatio
Nl by Drogyists,
or sent In plein wrappor,
WY eaproes, prepsld, (o
Joidl, e 4 Gottles, 82,75,
JAECular sen wis o

Chichosters Englinh Mumond Hrand,

HNYROYAL PILLS

Iginal und Hely Genuloe.
lnlt. awaye pellalle  LADIEE Mk
luu}m Bar lm‘.u-c £
wiinad Mrmnsd In Med 834 Gl toiatiie
m!’-nh b:‘w\ LU Lj;.].,
ar Nepuse dangere nbatifue
aa .n-a.mm lt’lluuln 10, 8y sond 4o
faf paribaine . Livlinosinle Bud
lef for Jow™ i Letler, by pelurs

watipeniale  Name Pager,
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