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LABORER A THINKING MAN!

_-—

Doss Not Take His Opinions from Alleged
Labor Leaders.

STUDIES LIFE'S PROBLEMS FOR HIMSELF

—_

One of Them Polnts Out Where the
Lnbor Vote Went in the Laote
Campnign and the lensons
Whileh Actunted Him,

OMAHA. Dee. 5.—To the Editer of The
Hee: In the face of the pyetwhelming vola
given for McKinley In every organized labor
cuniter In the United States, the contention
atill urged by certain discredited well-ap-
polntad mouthpioces of labor-that "1H,‘.l‘|'|-
jzed lubor stood for Rryen' glves even ne
who runs and reads that languld weariness
that Urings back the boyhool days whea
on @ ViEit to my uncle’s furm my carly
morning slumber waa disturbod by the vof al
offorts of a most ambitions ase. W Hile I I8
true the campalgn of 1806 Js ended, and the
griin has been preity thorotghly threghed
from the atraw, there ave some lessons (o
be learped by o retrodpective glaooe at the
restiltn, and thero in no fact that s mor in
ovidence than the location of the “labor
voli,” 1 was repeutedly astonlshed at the
donee lgnorance of some politicians as to
the real workingman, That Mark Hantin
understood hlm Is shown by the Intelligent
ofiort he made to reach him. Glittering
generalities about the “dignity and rights
of noble labor' have long since become
stale, and when he hears the orator start
In on that string your workipgman begins
to look for & “nlgger In the woodpile.” The
Hterature {ggued by the re publican natlonal
committee shows thatl the mon at the helm
understood thig, and made their appeal to
the genulpe article and not to the profes
alonal.

It I amaging that newspapers give 8o
much space to the mouthings of men ke
Sovercign, who represents nothing but a
frayed out remnant of whal was onge the
Knlghts of Labor, but which is now a skele-
ten, all the bones of which are decayed
and crumbling. Thik man, who hag not
done m day's work In years, to be ast up
aa a mouthplece of labor! The migchlel of
it I8 that people hear his nolde, and class
him as a “workingman,” and theésze good
people In the hurry of life entirely overlook
the great army of self-respecting, law-abld
fng men and women who constitute the real
tollers, and who wouldl no more bo Influ-
enced by Soverelgn than by any other erank.
Nor would they permit him to speak for
them on any question, however trivial

e

Other men there were who essayed to
speak for labor, and who threw their “influ-
enee’” and volee for Miryan. The best known
of these Js Eugene V. Debs, and the result
of hin labors, and the amount of hls “influ-
enve” |8 shown in the vote In Chicago,
During the gieal vallway strike of "4, Mr,
Debs cut quite a fiikure in Chicago, and after
His fallure to win the strike and quiet was
restoredd, the real messure of the man could
be taken., e has been posing as a martyr
to the law since then, A plank in the Chl-
cago platform was practically glven hiin
It Is not necessary for me to pasg Judgment
on the gentleman, the workingmen of Chi-
cago, who know hlm best, have done that,
and 1 merely record the fact that Mr, Debs,
and the theorles he reprecented, were tirned
down by thousands of majority of the labor
vate,

No greater blunder was ever made by a
political party than the Chicago convention
committed by the insertion of that plank.
It was intended to cateh the workingmen,
and It proves how little the platform makers
knew about him. He read between the lines
of that migchlevoue plank and saw In it an
Invilation to mwlessness and anarchy, and
he believea In neither. It enught the tougha,
the bums, the professional workingmen, who
work at nothing but the development of
their nerve, and who see In labor difffcultios
a chance o pull somebody's leg, or get a
little notopiety, but it repelled every thought-
ful wage-carner, who read It, He showed
hie opinlon of It at the polls, and there Is
no galnsaying that his vole wes cast for
law and crder,

e

It Is amuaing to note the explanations of
cavsea that lead to Bryan's defeal by cer-
tain publications styling themselves the
“Inbor press'”  BEvery cause is alleged but
tho right one, L e., the labor vole was oast
almost solldly agalnst him and them. It la
humiliating to the gentlemen who have been
tulking for months about what labor would
do 1o find out that they knew nothing about
it, and it Is demanding too much of frail
human nature, particularly that brand of
human nature ordinarily represented by the
editor of the average “labor paper,'” to ¢x-
peet him to own the corn. [ do not wish
to belittle tho usefulness of real, genuinoe
Inbor papers, conducted on principles of com.-
mon sense, confining themselves to thelr
legltimate fleld and conducted by men wha
understand the labor question, or rather
more correctly speaking, labor's jnteresis,

How much Influence the “labor press,” ans
at present constituted, has o politics, ls
ghown by the vote for president. Nearly, if
not quite, all the so-called labor  papers
which deal In politica supported Bryan
Nearly, If not quite all, the laborers voted
for MeKinley. Thesn are the stubborn facls
which no amount of “argeyiment’” can ex
plain away Why, If it Is trye that these
labor cditors strive to reflect the opinions
of workingmen were they so wholly at sea
rogarding the desires of this trewmendous ma-
jority of the tollersa?

Causes there are In plenty, neither ob-
scure nor remote, First of all the labor
presd oplolon on economic questions 2 gen
vrally expressed by men who know ns little
of political economy as they do of carning
a dollar by honcest toil, and no one knows
this better than the workingman bimselr
The readers of these papers and  chief
patrons are the small-bore politiclans, who
ronlly belleve the paper has influence among
the “masses,'” among whom Its clreulation
is extremely lmitdd.  The editor is gen
etally n man who has made a failure at his
own trade or avocation, and blaming general
conditions for his own incompetency essays
to reform the world to n plane where his
muidioerity will be taken for genlus He
decelves no one but bimself and llke lncom-
petenta.

He asplres to become a *leader,” ulways
a position that reguires superior ability, and
nowhere more than smong wWagc-earoers, who,
having everything to lose In every moves
ment o case of fallure, act cantiously and
always on thelr own judgment. Your work-
fngman cannot be “led” He s suseoptible
of lvgieal reassuing; may be convineed by
reasonable oevidenee, and coee satisfied of the
road in which his Interests lle, will pursue It
th the end. He o o much closer
reasoner than he 18 generally given credit for,
and Iy wery much disposed o look after
“MoMie, 1 and the baby.” He s by no
means the Impuleive, shallow weathercock
some pecple who pretend to epeak for him
would lead the world to belleve. Hence he

|
in not decedved by the glittering promises of
vague throries impossible of practical applica.
Ltion.
e
There In another element In his 1ife almost
wholly overlooked by everybody, and that |s
“Mallte." The family relations, In the very
nature of things, In among no class of Amerl-
ean people so egual o partnership as belwoeen
the wage eirner and his wife, She Is gen-
orally the trensurer of the family. She prac-
ticos thowe Hitle economier that go to make
the most of his wagie. There (a no unders
taking he contompliates that she s not taken
Into conmyltation, and he has more confidence
it Her Judgment than 1n all the “labor lead-
ora’’ on earth, Blie knows the value of 4
dollir vory much better than he doss, ani
he apprecioles that fact In a practicsl man-
ner. Mo In the bhread winner, she keeps Lhe
Hotse together. Hin time Is ned arily taken
up with ble work, and wio makes the family
purchases, deiving much botter bargaing than
he can. She ln generaily a firm  trades
unlonist, because «he approciates the value of
organization to keep to e highem porsible
point the earntngs of her husband, and she
eheerfully argulesces in the ment of the
nevesary dues to keep that unlan up.  But
ahe don't beliove In the “labor paser’” that
dovotes (tself to onlling her husband a "wage
slave,” (ts columne tinetured alternately with
sotinlinm apd anarchy, with blundering odi- |
totinle on “ecnonmics: with Jong *creeds |
shout the ‘eread of capital” and the “kervile
tcols of monopoly”'—that belng the min who |

liap A& Job—and (ta bHoosis of men whote |
chiefs claim to greatness Hea In the fact
that they are ton strong too wWork. Its

elangy, espressions sicken her. She'll none
of 11, dnd right here lies the peeret of the
notorionsly menger circulation of the poli-
tido-lubor preas,
ffor thirty-five years another potent fae-
tor in shaping the destiny of the sobs and
dunghters of toll has been dotig s guiet
work—the pitblie school. To such a state
of perfection has this svatem gono that, go
into the shops where you will the words
of the toller betray none of that wretched
dropping of the final G and other murders
of the king's English that usged 0 to de-
light the heart of the reporter when he
wrote up an interview with a workingman,
He I8 a pitron of the public library, and
his wife I8 generally a woman of education
us well. She frequently has some musical
tralning, and they have some sort of musi-
oul Instrument in the home. Their line of
veading ls not of the cheap, trashy, de-
tettlve story order, either. and they are
generally as well informed as to their best
Intercsts ag his employe: 4 to his. He s
not a “slave’” to anyboldy or anything, ex-
copt It may be to the wife and little once
he loves, and he knows it. He I8 Just as
anxious to protect his cottage or his “flat"”
by the rigid e¢nforcement of the laws for
the protection of property as the millionaire
Is hia mansion, and Ih times of mob vielence
his etrong arm and brave heart may be re-
lHed on to put down tho enemlcs of soclety.
aaw
You tell me this workingman {8 nct much
in evidence! He was very much In evi-
donice on the 30 day of last November. He
jg¢ not to be found much on the streéet cor-
nera fraternizing with men settling niutional
problems without being able to manags their
own, He 18 not to be found In the grogger-
les declaniming loudly “agin eapltal.” but
it you look In the right place you will find
him, lots of him. He is 1o the workshop,
lots of him. He will be found in the union
meetings, lotda of him. Wherever human
belngs meet for a wize and useful purposce
you will find this ecllarespecting hushand
and father, whose toil-hardened hapds are
badges of honor.
ans
His wite, too, was very much in evidence
lat November, They had jointly read the
literature of this campalgn of education, and
when he ocast his vote he reglotered their
Joint judgment, and hé did not vote to make
the money he recelyed for his toll buy one
comfort less for the home. Depend upon it
organlzed labor voted pretty solldly for
MeKinley and sound moncoy.
LA
Wha, then, are the labor leaders? His own
judgment, The wan & not born wha can
lead him elge. He #8 swoyed by that thing
which controls all men—his own Intérests.
It you convince him a thing la wise and
right, you nead not fear the result., He |s
not a fool, not a machine, to be voted at
will, but a thoughtful, sensitive man, capa-
ble of great eacrifices for those he loves, or
for what he concelves to be right., He suf-
fors more from the wild-eyed agitators who
class  themselves 'friends of downtrodden
labor' than any other class, hecause thought-
lesa people will clags him with them: but he
I no more of them than Jesus of Nazareth
waa of the thlevea between whom  oor
Savior was crucifled, " 1t' is ahput tlme the
American people understood thia, and took
the workingman for what he is, a loyal and
law-abiding eitizen, w good neighbor, a
kind huosband and father, n credit to man-
kind, above whosn grave, when death, the
great leveler of all, has claimed him for his
own, might be written in letters of truth.
“This was an bhopest man!”
LAl
If, In tho foregoing, I have done eomething
to put the real workingman In his true
light, 1T am amply repald. Mysell a me-
chanie, o8 wus my father before me, and as
was his father before him, I have been all
my Ilfe associated with those who earned
their bread in the sweat of their face, and
am valn enough to believe I' know the work-
Ing people falrly well. Konowlng them and
loving and honoring them, us only he who
konows them well can, my indignation bub-
bles over at the frequent outrageotss cavi-
‘alures sent into the world and labeled
‘workingman.'' ERNEST MERSHON,

CONSIDER RIGHTS OF THE CITY.

Omaoha's Interest in the Water Plant
Put in Jeopurdy,

OMAHA, Deeo 5—~To the Editor of The
Bee: The propeeition to postpone until
1907 the city's right to purchase the water
works plapt Is Indeed one that should be
most carefully considered before final action
Is taken. By tho proposed plan of eettlement
the water works company alms 1o sccure a
walver of legal objections to Ilta successor-
ship to the franchise of the old corporation
and to obtain n franchise practically guar-
anteed mgainst disturbance for at least ten
yearw., To the new company the attainment
of these objects Is of the utmest of financlal
limpoartance, Without such concessions it
will be subject to a varlety of very serlous
embarrasaments In carrylog out Its echeme
of organization and flonting 1lg bhonds,

On the other hand our pecple are under no
legnl or moral obligation to grant these
concesslons. The question is of a putely
businces nature, 1f our people are to eon-
tede theso great benelts Lo the water com-
pany, they have a right to demand groeat
benelits for themselves In roturn, 8o fas
we are offered practioslly oothing. In pro-
posing to bulld another maln from Florence
and to “make such other needed Improve
ments p8 may be found necessary,” the
new company s elmply agrecing to do what
the contract of thoe olty with the old ecom-
pamy, on which the new company atinds, al-
ready réguires. The propesal to locate at w
nomingl rental, 150 new fre hydrants, of
which we are in po present need, amounts
to little.

The conceesion which would be an ade

quate return for the bencllts yielded to the
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) Safety

comes first,

in washing, What is the use

of making the work easy, as
long asit'sriskyordangerous?
What does it matter howlittle

a thing costs, or how many

prizes you get with it, if it

rots and ruins the clothes? It

can't be that you want to take

any chances, Use Pearline,
Nothing that has ever been uscd
for washing or cleaning is more
absolutely harmless than Pearline,
It gives you the casiest, the quiclest,
hly economical work,

—

water company, and which the city govern-
ment should demand are: (1) A royally on
the grosa recelpta of the company to be pald
Into the elty treasury; and (2) & substantial
reduction In the rates (o private consumers.
The existing ratea were fixed In 1880, They
are for the present day excesalvely high.
Following ls a list of some sevenly cition In
which the water works are lower than those
of Omaha, with comparisons of Tates per
1000 gallons for less than 6OD gallons per
day, and for 00 to 1,000 gallous per day.

If space permitted the comparison of theme
elties might be still turther extended with
the same result Thede figures ars taken
from reports on file In my offlos, and which
are open to lrspection, They vertainly show
that we have just and reasonable cause to
demand subutantial reductions from our pros-
ent rates, and a part of this reduction might
properly take the form of a royally as sug-
gexsted heretofore

It I8 In the power of olr mayoer and coun-
oll to bring about the desirsd reault, and
thelr action W the matter will be awaited
with much Interest

Following are the camparative figures here.
tofore reforred Lo

Por 1,050 gal Per 1,000 stal.,

lexa thun &0 m o L 1,000
Clty, nl per dny g, por dn
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In the foregeing list those clities having
municipal ownership of the water works
plants are marked with a star. 1t will be
well for our citizens to note the low prices
under municipal ownership and ask themn-
gelves whether they wish the right of our
cwn elty to such ownership bartered away
asg Is at present proposcd. Yours truly,
W. 8. POPPLETON.

WHY RETIRE THE OLD HNEROES,

Patriotle Objections " to Compulsory
Hetirement from the Avmy.

SOUTH OMAHA, Dee, [L.—To the Editor
of The Bee: 1 want to express a few
thoughts upon a subject that 1 have pondered
over many times in the past year, yet have
never advanced it in a publie manner, hardly
knowing how It would take with the general
publie.

The subject that T wish to advance k& that
of the forcible retivement of army offlcera
from thelr positions in the United States
army upon the attalnment of the age of (4.
I have no relatives or frlends or even many
acquaintances In the army, so fecl that 1
am writing as a wholly disinterested citizen
of this great republie.

1 do not object to the relirement of men
who have not scrved thelr country upon the
ficld of battle very mueh, but the question
tHat comes up s, Why should men whao
have stocd upon the field of Dattle  and
faced storma of shot and shell be retired and
daced in a position of obscurlly for purely
arbitrary reosous? I any men shpuld be
honored with the highest honoss within the
government ard under its control It should
ge the betors who won fame and renown as
defendors of the government In her days of
distress and peed, We should revere (hem
as the people of old revered their valorous
trooja when coming home from fighting with
foed from witain and from without, Iaden
with the trophies of hard-fought battles and
victories won.,

The unlon veterans when they came to
thelr homneg in the year 1865 did no! comy
burdened with spolls that they had forcibly
taken from their brothers of the south, but
they came home with the consciousness that
they had freed millions of human belnga
{rom the thralllom of slavery, having struck
down thelr shackles and at the same time
having preserved the greatest free nation
from destruction Lhat the sun of heaven has
ever ehown upon, Iostead of bringing home
the spolla of the battles and plllage they
came with the broken shackles of slavery,
followed by the blessings of a human race
maide free hy the force of arme.

If the policy of forcible retlrement Is fol-
lowed out it will not be many ylars until
the last Lattle-scarred old hero will be In
retirement and the people who have grown
up sinee the days of the war may not think oy
remember of what these men have done to
preserve the national union.

In the recent politieal oampaign  the
journey of the old crippled soidiers was one
blaze of glory from start to finlsh. Many
had forgotten that the old-time intrepid
leaders still exlsted among men, #nd many
of the yourger generation, who Know paught
of war except by traditlon and history, he-
came Lhoroughly Imbued with patriotle love
of countey and the old flag. The meelings
held by the brave leader, General Siclkies,
by the ope-armed patriot, General Howard,
hy the legless Tanner, by the kn!ghtly Alger
by the brilllant orator, Stewart, and the
rest of the party of veteratss, will be held
as sacred history by the millions of people
who saw and beard them, Thelr meetingo
were not in the nature of political rallies
but rather of the gathering together of thps:
who love the country far above party, and
the impriss of these gatherings has taken
deep root, that they will not lose thelr lu-
fuence for many yeurs (o come.

Noew greoerations hnve sprung up aince the
war, and as the people of old forgot thelr
God. g0 many of the younger generation have
not only fogotten, but they know naught of
the deep angulsh, of the days of sacritive, of
blovdshed, of anxlous longing and walting
amouy these upon the felds of the south
aud In the homes of the north left far he
Kind Many of them, not roalizing what
haid been done by the old generals who made
thelr recent tour of the country, spoke of
them o terms of disparagement and oblogquy

If the government should cach yeur see fit
to send these same old herots oul among
the people to teach lessons of patriotlsm as
lerned by them in the baptisms of fire
in the years when the groat liberator, Lin
coln, presided over the dostinies of our lanu
and so long as these old lpaders of men are
ahle to travel aond ko loog a8 they are willing
to make the sacrifice, It woulld be of lasting
good to the natlon, even though the veterans
dll not make mony addresses; for thelr dap-
pearance among the people would recals
the memories of the past to thoso of older
yoars, while it would cause tho younger
generations to read the hilstory of thls na-
ton of which the old wmoldlers are 4 part
Though the old generals who recently tras
eled - througl the country are bul phywmical
wrecks, yol what remalns of them s wor
shipped by thelr lformer troops with the
same forvor and Idelatry thut the Scoteh
worshipped Elr William Wallaee and Robert
Hruce. Thelr old troops, even though thels
ranks bhave been sadly thipued by death, ana
evien though most of Lhose still alive are
decrepit and grizzled with age, would fight

for thelr old leadees today as fought the
Beoteh at the historle battles of Bannoek-
burn when the fathofScottinh liberty hung
In the balance, wherd the presence of the
remuine of the destl 'Wallace were suMeient
Inspiration to casse: ®he sturdy Seoteh to
fight with redoutilet eourage, resulting In
one of the groatest vivtories known to his-
tory The old veterans of the unloh army
who fought at Shiloh, at Chickamauga, at
Antietam and at (@ettyshurg were Just as
valorous on thoxe Ristoric flelds us were the
Seotch In the ages long past who fought for
thelir 1t o8 [rom nmmw" helght and
from . L
It Iv‘."v“ opinian, after personal contact
with me "”r the fariwouth, that if the law
should b4 so cpanged that the men who are
gtill In the ranks of the standing army who
In former years batiied for the preservation
of national {ife in butile array should be re-
talned on thy roll of thy army =so long as
they live, tl none wous be more strongly
Iin favor of Jaeh a change of the law  than
the brave troopa of the confederate leglonn
who are still ailge. They were most of thim
brave and chiy ous foes and alwave gladly
recognize hon «! are pald to thelr en-
crled of Whey this year showed
thut the O SO of the dave of the wat
WD OVIEr, Wi 'T-.lu of thousands of them
pave their loyal and hearty support to thel
olid-tim= foe whose braviery was tested in
the fire of battle on many a gory fleld, Major
William McKinley.

Nothlog would tend more to teach love of
coantry and lova of the sthra and stripes
than Lo retaln on the roll of honor, £ lohg
an he may lve, the groat fighter, Genera
Miles, who wou fame and glory nol only I
attling with tie eivillzed hoots of the soulh
but with the wild and untutored savages of
the western mountiing  and  wide-spreading
plains; or of General Coppinger. the son-in
law. of the Hlustrious Jamea G. Binine, or the
nthers of lesser rank who are &l with the
army, wio In thelr sounger yeiars fought for
the nation when storma of bulleta  were
rained upon them and am!d the rattle of
mivketry - and the cannon’s roar
Even shoulll these 0ld lenders grow old in
Lthie sorvige, ﬂ“h‘“ chould another war
tome upon us W they are old and unubl
to lenger stand the fatigues of war on tented
fields or on the surging wators of Inke or
ovenn, other Granta, Sheridans,  Shermane,
Portera, Farripgute, Logaua would spring to
the breach, who would fight Just ae bravely
as any of the herces of the past. Let Gen-
cripd Sliles and the rest of the wartime wvel-
crisns who yet rémain with the army, stay
where they are, so long as they mav live, ki
thit each succeoding gencration may he told
and retold of thelr luminous past and of Lhe
events that brought them tothe distinguished
recognition given them in thelr reiention
with the troopo of younger yeara Let them
stay with the troops of this age, so that
they may inculeate In them a stronger lovi
of the flag for which so many of the bes
young men of our ecuntry fooght and died
Keep the old army officers in the ranks
where they will be conspleuous to the whol
world o0 long ae they may live,

011 General Winfleld Scolt remalned wilh
the Unlted States army until after he had
passed the 75th milestone of his 1ife, afl
having been with the army more than fifg
three years, Had an attempt to forcibly fo-
move him from the ranks of the army becn
made when he had attained the age of 61
there wonld have bren a great hue and ery
nf opposition, for he had at that age juwl
completed his part of the werk of conquerine
the Mexicans and in adding vast domain
our country.

Younger men In the army can afford t
wait o few years longer, for the herces who
fought and shed their biood on felds of
henor will soon all be gone, as they ar
parsing away at an increasing rate as  the
yvoears roil along. “The hardshipe of the ficla
and ecamp in the years gone by told heavily
on them and thelp average age dosp not equal
that of those who remalned behind In the
panceful walks olllife.

These thoughls are advanced from purely
patriotic motives mnd. it 'Is my opinion that
ahonld the Jdeas advanced be carrvied ou
thut the natlon will ‘be maide the stronger
by such action and the country will not again
be endangored hy disloyal teachings of dis-
loyul men. We are a reanited nation, with
one flag and one destiny and every move-
mont should be encoueaged that will tend te
strengthen our free Inetitutions, s that this
patlen: may stand for tetold generatlons to
come. Hy such sotion we would prove more
strongly than ever that republies are noet
ungrateful to their brave defenders who rully
to thelir standards In times of need,

F. A. AGNEW,
Past Colonel Kansas Division Sons of Vetor-
anm

ANALYZES WATER WORKS DEAL.

New Franchise nmd the Moflves that
Prompied Itn Granting.

OMAHA, Idee, 4—To the Editor of The
Bee: The city hag been paralyzed by learn-
ing that ths mayor and council have con-
eludad a new contract for electrie lighto
without giving apy publicity to the matter,
or chance for discussion. A matter of still
greator concorn was also proposed, 1 re-
lutes to a new water works contract. Al-
though  the orlginal contract was made
twenty yoars ngo, when Omaha was small
fixing high pricea for water rates and ¢x-
cessive rentals for hydrants; although the
fire protection they contracted to glve has
failed us; although 1400 hydrants at an
annpual rental of $%9.000 have been put in;
the new proposal does not contam the leas
suggestion of relief apgalnst the extortion;
It proposes to extend It

Hera is thls pew company that bought this
plaut for $4,000,000 in bonds that contalned
a larger per cent of water than any baet
ever grown does of sugnr, and which the city
attorney Informs us Is without any right
whatever In our streets, knocking at the
door of the city and asking an enormous
grant, and our ageets are not lonsisting upon
# single corcession In favor of the public!
They are pot asking any reduction o the
nuinber of hydrants, or the rental thercor,
or In the water rates, or other absolutely
necessary Hmitations,

It has been publicly reported by Mr
Venner thai this new company proposes to
lssup upon this plant §7,000,000 of bonds
and $3.500,000 of stock. At present the con-
vern is at the mercy of the city. Its prod-
eoessor in the past has driven a hard bar-
galn with us and oppressed us under the
ontstanding franchise, and now the new
company, with theese milllons at stake, ls
esking our public servants to put them In
& position where they can float their money-
making scheme,

More amaxing than all this—If that were
poasible—we find the following at the foot
of thelr proposal, & copy ©f which Is be-
foreé me: It provides that the right of the
elty to purchase shall be postponed seven
years, “to wit, from July 20, 1800, to July,
1907, wo that the right of sald clty to make
such purchase shall be ot any time after the
expiration of twentr-goven years from the
dnte of sald contract with said Sidney E.
Lock (1. e, July 20, 3880). Bul if the said
ity shall not eleet ta purchase said water-
works in the year eommencing July 20, 1007
then it shall have the right to purchase any
Afth year thereafter, but vol during aony
intérvening yvear."

Keeping in mind that the clty's right of
purchose matures in 300, wnd that the cons
tract wae for twenty-fiva yvears fram the com-
pletion of the work, sald to be In 1883, hence
explviog in 1S, I ask you te read over the
last sentence quoted, three or four times.

The ordivance the eommittce af the city
dounell recommends is an amendment of
gectiva 14 of the eriginal ordinance, which
glves thy right of purchase “at any time”
after the rithon of twenty years (from
June 11, al su0 appraleed  valuns-
tlon;™ the Wment now recommended
changes the Himit to ewenty-seven years, and
adile: “And also st the explration of stated
periols wefive years ‘horeafter” upon gly-
Ing six mmn’ noticy

Head this langueg® over again. Pin it
I your Head,

What Iy the deslep? What is the hidden
purpoag?  What Is ‘the effoct? Under the
pretey : postponing the olty's 1'il{lhl ol
purgtass even years, the maln econtract,
that & res not lator than 1998, ks to be in-
dehud oontinued for yoears with a right
of pure ¢ (g0 paslly blocked and evaded)
every fve yearms after 1507, Is the same
monopoly to go on, with high waloer rates,
high lydrant rentals, ete., overlastingly?
If thie s so, then the new water works
company should bond and stock it not for
$11.500.000, but for $20.000,000! They're too
modeat, They are not up with the timoes!

Al exembiuation of the original ordinance
and contract, found In Connell's complila-
tion af 1880, st page H80 and followlng, din-
olokis 'a most remarkible utate of facle; oo
remarkable o be overiooked longer and too
remarkeble to go longer without remedy.
Now & our thme, Not some other time, but
now: now when we have the power In our
own hands to exact a falr and equitabile con-

tract lustead of falllug more hopelessly

thiun ever Into the Bands of 4 water-supply
monopoly!  What s thin mokt remarkable
state of facta?

The original ordinance (No, 4I11) grants
to any company constructing the water
works, what purporte to be an unlimited,
perpetual grant of right of way
in and urdor all pulille  wireets,
wlloya and publie mMacer for the
purpose of placing mains, pipes and fix-
tiurea, to mupply both the clty and citlzens
and Inhabitants with water for “‘domestle,
mechanieal, publie and fire purposes,” that
fs, for all private, ns well as public, uses.
The twonty-five year contract provided for
(heing the only contract) & to furnish water
for “fire protectlon and the publle uwe™
Note the Adifference, This contract s for
publle supply only. There is ho time Timit
(hy gross oversight) to the rlght of the com-
pany to use the streets to sapply private
conmumers—an unlimited monopoly; the only
lmit In the twenty-five year contract for
public water by which It can be ended be-
fore 190K, is through our right to purchase
1_" ”hl.l

Now, then, by postponing the time Lo pur-
chieo tHl 1907 on six months’ notice, and
Nxing It 8o that It will revive every five
vears theredfler on six months’ notice, that
s fn 1018, 1915, 15208, 1029, 1000, ete., we have
what appenrs o be an offort; In this clan:
dentine manner, to ].!ril'lr#!u: the contract for
public water to go along with the manapoly
to furn!sh wiater to private consumors for
an Indefinite time, unless ent off by pur-
chaze by the colty The elty cashot pur-
chase without the action of the mayor and
council In geltlng bonds voted In a large
amount. How oasy at each of these re-
curring periods for che monopoly to defoat
the city's effort to purchase by defeating
actioh by the mayor or councll, or by de-
feating bBonds at the polls, ole,

Actording to the ¢lty attorney's view this
new company has no rights In our streets,
Why recogniee It by granting It most ex-
traordinary concesajons, additional to what
the old ordirence contemplates? Why give
It a monopoly In Omaha of hoth private and
public water supply, In this year of grace
1506, for an unlimited time? Why Ignore
all business prudenice!

Lot us use our power wisely and fairly.
Lot us profect ourselves, Among  other
things, the cempeny should be required to
furnish water within reasonahle Hmitations,
not just where they want to, but just where
they ought to, as well, Many an unneeded
hydrant has been located at the roguest of
property owters who could not get water
supply without it. 1 myself was put off by
the company In such a case with the di-
reotion to go and get the council to locnte
a hydrant where none was neoded, Hut 1
would not he a party to their scheme.

The right of the c¢ity to purchase the
water works in 1900 should not be post-
poried at all—not even as long ax It took to
run that eleéctrle light contract through,
o wit, =sixteen minutes. If Omaha never
doevs unother thing, it should own these
works, It should lay the foundation for it
at ones,  One-half the present receipts will
pay Interest on the needed bonds and pro-
vide a sinking fund to pay the purchase
price In twenty yeurs,

We now pay amisially $80,000 for hydrant
rentals, and get no adequate fire protection!
This alone will pay intereat on $2.025.000 of
4 per cent twenty-vear bonds; this I8 more
rh;m enough to pay for the plant. What
private consvmers pay over and above the
expense aceount,  would  supply  another
large amount for a sinklng fund to pay the
principnl.

The bondholders' committee of the Omaha
Water works, under date of June 0, 1504,
report the following Interesting facts: That
the recelpts of the company from February
12, 1800, to May 1, 1806, amounted to $1,540,.
06141, They also eay that thelr engineer
estimates that the net earnings, that ig to
Fay, not pross earnings, for the next flve
yoars would bo as follows: Tor 1846, 2230.-
000; for 1507, $261,000; for 1808, $260,004:
for 1590, $269.000: for 1900, $278,000. You will
obkerve that these are net carnings and not
gross earnings.  The company estimated its
earnings for 1805 at $

What should the mayor and council now
do? Do business on business principles. In-
vestigate; find out what Is falr and what
protection should be Insisted on. Seek in-
formation from all gources, Let the people
answer and take hold; let us get together
and meet our public servants, Let us have
public meetings, if need be,

JOHN D, HOWE.
L -
WOOD WORKING MACHINE TRUST.

All the Lending Manufactunrers of the
Couniry In the Denl,
CINCINNATI, Dec. 6.—At a secret meet-
ing here last night all the wood working
machine manufacturers of the Unlted States
were consolidated, but no terms can be
learned.  Ahout $20,000,000 s involyed, The
five gentlemen who conducted the negotia-
tions are Nelson J. Wattenbury and Henvy
Nelaon of Now York; Thomas P. Egan of
the Fay & Egan company of this city, and
George Pallenburg and Heniy B. Morehoead
repicsenting a lavge number of other wood
working machinery concerns in the tountry.
It Is understood that all of the leadlog manu-
facturers in this line have already cousentad
to go into the consolidation, and that the
deal, while many details are yot to be ar-

ranged, I8 a go.

Kansasn Graln Case Dismissed,
TOPEKA, Kan,, Dee, 6.—The Kansys State
Boird of Rallway Commissloners hns
hunded down a declslon in the graln rate

cnite filed by the Knnsas Cliy, K . Bonrd
:i’ Prode and 1155 cltizg of Kan ngalnst
the ruilroads of Kansug,-holding that It had

no l.u\\'- r to promulgnte an enforcable order
under the luw under which the cage would
b brought nnd dismissed It, The case wis
filed In June for the purpoese of compelling
the rallronds to reduce the frelght rates on
griin from points In Kunsas to Kansas City,
Potitlons were secured In cach county In
the state nsking the board to enforce the
muximum rite order made by the popullst
board in 18M, which has never been enforeed
gince 1ts promulgation.

“Lucen” _“Lorea,

These are the names of the sleeplng cars
now running between Omaha and Chicago
on the Burlington's “Vestibuled Flyer.”
They are just out of the Pullinan company's
shops, where, during the last three months,
they have undergone a thorough overhaul-
ing. They have heen refurnished, revar-
nished, reupholstered, recarpeted, Thelr
vestibules have been widened. They have
been improved In a dozen ways, Today
thoy are as bright as new pins—as daluty
as o lady's boudoir—as luxurious as any
cars on earth,

They leave Omaha at 5 p. m. daily,

Borths may Do reserved and tickets we-
cured at 1502 Farnam strooet,

—_— . —

GO SOUTHL

Vin the Wabash Hallvond,
WINTER TOURIST tickets now on sale.
HOMESEEKERS' TICKETS on sale No-

vember 17, December 1 and 15,

THE WADASH s the ehort lne and qulek-
est routeé to St Louis and polots wouth,
For tickets or further information eall at
Wahash office, 1416 Farnam street, (Paxton
Hotel blogk) or write,

(. N. CLAYTON, Agent.

———
A Perplexing Yroblem,

Whetker 1o take “Northwostern Line No,
2 ut 4:45 p, . or No, 6 ut 4:30 p. m.,, Chi-
cagoward. "No. 2" arrives at Chleago
Tib a. m. and “No. 6" at 930 a, m. Dalh
traing are models of modern wrt, skill and
luxury., NO EXTRA CHARGE ON BITHER
ONE. Call at the Clty OMoo, 1401 Farnam
street, and talk It over

J. A, KUHN, General Agent.
G. F. WEET, C. P. T, A.

— - ——
Personnlly Conducted Exenrzlons
Leave Omaha every Friday via the Union

P Mie,. No change of ears to Ogden, San

Franclsco or Los Angeles. Tourlst slecpors

dally to San Franclsco

Specinl atientlon pald to ladies traveling

nlone, A. . DUNN,

City Pass. and Tht. Agent,

1902 Farpam Bt.

— i ——
Six=Thirty 1. M, Traln,
of the
CHICAGO,
MILWAUKER
& BT. PAUL RY,
Best service,
ELECTRIC LIGHTS,
Dinlng ear,
Clty office: 1504 Farnam
e
B0 to Phoeuls, Arvie, nnd Return..
Diecomber 10 to 13—via the Burlington
Route. Stopovers allowed. Tiokets at 1602
Faruam street

Conught Hunnway Hoys,

Joe SBkilen and hils brother Robert, two
Loys who ran awoay from thelr home neor
Koaunsas Clly severnl wooks ngo and ocame 1o
this clty in a spleit of adventure, wore lo
citod and arrestod by the paiiee lust nighit
npar Tenth and Howard' utreels, T

INVOICE NO. 4—

Popularity wins, Trath wins, Reliability wins, Merit
About two months ago we introduced a new selflined

It was a novelty.

overcoat for men at §9.50,
some coat and it was a geod coat. It was a self-lined Karsey
coat with full satin lined back and we announced it as being
equal to any coat offered in other stores for $1500. Th's was

Its truth was attested by the fact that the first invoice

week we will have on sale th

last all week.

to 818,00, See them.

size has been sold.

e . —._,_’
Beo, Deo 5, 1808 F

It was a hand- !

of these superb coats lasted only four days and a second and
third invoice disappeared like snow before a summer sun. This
fourth and Zasf invoice of these
overcoats for this season and in quantities large enough to
These coats are a/l wool Kersey, lined with
sixteen inches of the same goods on each side and with fall
satin back. They are the bast coats ever seen in Omuha for
the price and will equal any of the current offerings at $15.00

See them soon, See them bzfore your

33344 H
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“FORBID A FOOL ATHING AND THAT HE
DON’T USE]

SAPOLIO

WILL DO.”

= i

front und sldes;
slievies above the
drawers; splendldly constructed throughout.

CHAS. SHIVERIGCK & GO.
Special Prices on All Holiday Furniture.

12th and Douglas,

-

SIDEBOARD FOLLY. €

remember the tempting notice which the dealer
placed over his 87-cent shirts;
THIS PRICE."

think of this when vou see some of the glued-up
sensational fleures In thae
One wonders whether

“THEY WONT LAST

before they break

the more pitiable that such Sideboards ran
whien one recalls
now so0 low in cost.
Sldeboard which

that relinbile furni-

Here, for example, is a

quarter of a century,
ministering in dountliss ways to dally convenlence and
the house with lte classic biouty; yet it costs
more than the cheap patterns wo

white oak, quartered and hand carved; sor=
plate mirror; threo

plate closets; four

GENTS.

Hundreds of romedles are put up gudran
teed Lo eure lost manbood, but they don't a9
Turtish Lost Manhood Capnales ©
warranled anld motay retiaried (or overy caa®
it does not oure of Wealk Memors, Losl #ira)

LADIES.

Do not triflo with stop,
mestruation, but sen

for box Turkish Tanay and

Heproduellve vrdans, canms

Lives you nuw life. Soid
oy by HATINSPHARMACY, I5th and Par-
vani Sts., Omuba, Neb, 1,00 box by matl

13t and Farnam  Sireets, by youthful orrora.

Omahin, Neb., Hy moll

Night Enllasiond,

mother of the boys has been notlfled and
1 be kept at the statlon untll word
v orecelved from her
done with them,

—_ -
DEPFARTED FOR PARADISE,

vag, but a kindly, noble
residence of Luclen
Stephens on 8t. Mary's avenue Friday after-
noon at 4 o'clock,
child in this elty seemed to know and love
this strange dog, and the news of his death
the aame sadnoes
would accompany the tidings of the demize
of a near relative or dear friend.
was a peeuHar fellow, strong In his lkes and
dlslikes, yet as full
pould bo found in any of his kind.
was almost human,

nobody's property, he was claimed and caved

‘AAll Private Discas
Jand Disordersof
Treatmwent by m
~Cunsnltation freg,
noble qualities

VARICOCELLL 3

dared affront or offer injury to hls caulne | aageraily cured.

Ike wne n character of the stréeta, He had
a kindly glance of his brown eye and g wag
of his hushy tall for every
Ike hated the bobbies ke the
devil hates holy water, and he bad o spite
rul curl of the lp and an ominous display
Inclsors every
In hix proximity.

torce, nor hea there been for a decade pasi
who would defend cold Ike or
a helplng hand when one wia needed.
ke wuas fond of crowds and was always to

outdoor gatherings, around the theaters and
not infrequently at church.

the clutter of the horses on the cobihle atones
was the slgnal for 1ke to be up and off, and
with hls well known bark rioglig on the aly

nome In hablt, and dally
and hig dinner elther ot the home of some
known fumailies
cliss reataurants,

The story of the wall'a origin I8 somewhat
e first made his appearance here
some tén or twelve years ago, and

Etenmbonis anc

friends—a party of English touriste enrouty
depot in this clty wins 8 Srcotech collle
a handsome dog, with
pountenance, symmetrical ourven and a vel
vet coat of long, ruaty, red balr.
was treated by Dr. Young of the
Noebraska Humane sovioty, who did all that

DOCTOR-

Searles &

Searles,

SPECIALISTS IN

Nervous, Chronie

Privat?iflseasal.
WEAK MEN

SEXUALLY,

SYPHILIS

Curcd for We and the poiscn thoroughl
cleansed from the system
3 JLCERS, HYDROCELI
rmanently and suc-
Method new and unfalling

STRICTURE AND GLEET 5

By new maethod without pain or cutting,
Call on or nddress with stamp,

Dr. Searles & Searics,

One Thousand for Onea.
(Trade Mark,)

ACCIDENT TICKETS.

THE INTER-STATE

Cnranlty Company of New York.
gives THREE MUCNIHS' insurance,

$1,000 for $1.00,

(O men OF Women,

netween I8 and W yoors of age, agninst fata)
Blrevt Accldents a-fout,

PILES, FIST Ls

119 S 14th St
Gmaho. Nebs

ur on Uloyeles, Houl'ses,
Rallrogd vary, Elevated,
Cible cnrd, Bledmshii
Swwam Ferries  $900,000 oy ;.-..u.-}"
with the Insurunce Depprtient of the siate of
New York for the security of the insured.

For Sale by

Chas.Kaufmann,

1308 Douglas Htreot.

Omuhn. Neh

But his efforis were futile a
Always a wandorer, may he nol
wandering somewhere in

Anybody Kuows

That to enjoy a squure
meal one must have good

Set Teeth $5.00

BAILEY, The Dentist,

31 Floor Paxton Block.
M Paxtc

hurly-turly of Hle's winds and waters may
It we laten, cateh In some falut way
the guavering reverberation of that cheers
biurk we all kKnew so well?

CAEBTOILIA.

HR=HEZEHD

CASBSTORIA.

n Blk.

P Tz

COABTOFLIA.
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WILCOX CUMPOUND,

ANSY® FILLS

wver Ll ul

t I¥ Lite, Write

X MEbLs
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