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THE WIZARD.
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CHATTER XL—Continued

Tt was midoight and Hokosa with his wife
#tood In the burylng ground of the kings of
the Amnasuka Helors Owen camo upon hi
miknion It death to visir
cept upon the occasion of the laying 1o rest
of ohe of the to offer the
annual saorifce to the spirits of the dead
heneath the bright meon that shone
upon It. the place scemed terrible Here
in the bosom of the hille was an mmphithea
ter. surrounded by walle of rock varylni
from 600 to 1060 feel In helght, In this
amphitheater grew great mimosa thorns, and
above them towered plllars of granite, set
there, not by the hand of man, but of Na
ture, It would seem that the Amasuka, led
by some fine natnral. instinet, had chosen
thise columns as fittlng memorials of their
Kings, at least a departed monarch lay at
the fool of each of them The smallest of
thise unhewn obellsks—It was nbout [ty
feet high—marked the resting place of Ui
pukn, and deep into the granite of 1 Owen,
with his own hand, bad cul the King's name
and date of death, surmounting the Inkerip
tlon with the symbol of the cross Toward
this plliar Hokosa made his woy through the
weot grass, followed by Noma, his  wife,
Prosently they were there, sipnding  one
upon cuach =ide of the e mound of earth
more like an ant heap than a grave, for,
after the cuktam of his people, Umsuka had
been burled sittink, At the foot of each
of the other pillars wasx a heap of “imilar
ghape, but many thines as large: for the
kinge who slept there were ad eompanicd to
thelr resting places by numbers of thelr
wives and sorvants who had been alaln In
golemn sacrifiee that they might witend thelir
lord whithersoover he should wander.

“What is it that you would do?” anked
Noma. in a hushed volce, for, bold s she
wase, the place and the oocasion nwed II:"I'

ST woulid seok wisdom from the dead,'” he
answored, “Iiave 1 oot already I(Illli you,
anil can I not do it with your help?™

“What dead, husband ?

“Umsuka, the King
living, and at the lnst he drove me dwiy
from his slde sow he shall gerve me, and
out of the nowhere 1 will call him back to

mine.*
Wil not

this spot, ox

WAn

roval blood, or

Even

Al, 1 served him

this symbol defeat you! and
ghe polnted to the pross hewn in the granite.
At her words a sudden gust of rage seemed
to shake the wizard. 1lis still cyes flaslird,
his Hps turned Hvid, and with.them he spat
won the vross,
"!"ll has no power,” he sald. “May it be
acoursed, and may he who lu‘lir‘\'t'.? therein
wr upon it 1t has no power, bul even
;;llnlltl‘laulll, according to the tale of that white
lHar, such things as 1 would do Nitve been
doné beneath Its shadow. By it the dead
hive been ralsed —ay, dend Kings have been
dragueld from death and forced to tell the
secroty of the grave. CJome, oome, let us
to the work.”
“What must I do, husband?"
wyou shall ®it you there, even an o corpse
sits, and there for a lttle while you shall
doe—yes, vour spirit shall leave you ~and
1 will fill your body wigh the apirit of him
who slesps beneath, and through your Hips
oI wlll Tearn hia wisdom, to whom all things
‘are known.'
It Is terrible! I am
“Oannot this he done otherwlse
4 eannot,” he answered,  “The spirits
of the dead have no shape or form; they
are Invisible, and can apeak only in drenins
or through the lips of one in whose pulses
I1fe still lngers, though soul and body be
already parted. Have no fear. Hre lis
apirit leaves you it shall recnll your own,
which till the corpse 1g cold slavs ever close
at hand. T did not think to find a coward
in you, Nomun"
“1 nm not u
ghe answoered
decd of magle have we dared together in
past daya: but this s fearsome, to dle that
my body may become the home of the ghost
of a dond man, who, perchance, having on-

afrald!” she wald,

ns you know well™
far muany n

coward,
passionately,

terod it, will abide there, leaving my spirit

houseless, or perchance will, shut up the
doors of my heart in such fashion that they
never can be ppened, Can It not be done
by trance as aforetime? Tell me, Hokosa,
how often have you thus talked with the
deal?”
“Thrice, Nomn."
“And what chanced
“whom von talked 7
Wwo tlved and took no harm, the third
dled, because the awakening medicine was
not powerful enough. But fear nothing; that
which 1 have with me Is of the best,  Noma,
you know my plight: 1 must win wisdom,
and yvon alone must help me, for under this
pew rile | can no lopger buy a yourh or
mald for purposca of witcheraft, even if one
coulld e found Ntted for the work. Choose,
then: shnll we go buck or forward? Hoers
trance will not bhelp us, for those entranced
ecannot read the future, nor can they hold
gommition with the degd, being but asleep.
CQlioose, Noma.*
<1 have ohosen,” she answersd, “Neoyver
yol have I turned my back upon a veuture,
nor will I do so now, Come [ife, come death,
I will submit me to your wish, though there
are few women who would da sw much for
any man. Nor in trath do I do it for you,
Hokosa; I do It beesuse 1 seek power, and
thus only cian we win It who have fallen,
Alpo 1 love o)l things strange, and deslre to
commine with the dead, and to kuow that,

to thoem throngh

MT IS TERRIDLYE! | AM AFRAID!" SHE
SALL,

if tor some fow minutes only, al least my
wamurn's breast has held the sploit of & kiong.
Yot, I warn youn, make no fault in your
magle, for should I die beueath It then 1,
wht deslre to llye on and Lo be great, will
haunt you aud be avenged upon you!™

YO Nota he sald, "0 1 bolleved that
there wan any daunger for you, should 1 ask
you to do this thivg—I who love you more
oven thay you love power, moro Lhap my
fe, more than auything that is or ever can
bat?

‘I kpow it, and it s to that I trust," she
answered,  “Now, begin, before my courage
leaves me"

YOood," be sald, “Seat yourself there
ppoi the mound, resting your bead agalist
the alone."

Fhe obeyed, and, taking thongs of hide
which he had ready, Hokosa boupd her
wrisis and aukivs, us these people bind the
wrista and anklea of a4 corpse. Then he
koelt befere heor, stariag luto ber face with

hin aolemn and muttering “Obey and
Mlent

PPrigently het
fell ftorward

“Do yon sleap?

‘I wloep Whither
trae sleep—test me

"Pusd th the house of the
rlval, Are you there

“I am theye, ™

"What dovs her"

"He lies Inh slumber on
hin stumber he muttirs
woman, nid tells her that he loves her, but
that duty more than love, O, call me
back, 1 cannhol stny; a presenoe guards him
and pushes me thence"

“Heturn,”” sald Hokosa, starting, *“Pass
through the eorth beneath you and tell me
what vou mee.'

“I see tho hody of the King, but were it
not for his royal ornaments none would
know him now.'

“Heturn,"” sald Hokoxa
of vour spirit be opon
and tell me what you see.

"1 woe the shadows of the dead' nhe
answersd. ““They stand about you, gazing at
you with anegry oves: but when they come
near you something drives them back and
I'eannot underatand what It Is thoy say. "

“In the ghost of Umsuka among them

“It In nmong them."

“Hid him prophesy the future to me.*

“T have blddem him, but he does not
answer, If vou would hear him speak it
must be through the UHps of my body, and
first my body mugt be emptied of my spirit
that Wl may Nind a place therein, '

“Say, can this spirit be compelled

“It ean be compelled, or that part of it
that still hovers near (his gpot, it you dare
o speak the words you know. But first a
house must he made ready for It Then
the words must be spoken, and all must be
done bofore a man can count 00, for should
the blood hegin to clot about my heart it
will be still fec avor,™

“Hearken,” said  Hokosan. "When the

pa—
Hmbs relaxed, and her head

he asked

shall | go? 1t Is the

white man, my

hls hed,
the name

and In
of n

Is

“‘and let the eves
Look around you

| kran] wes
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Take me hence, O you most evil man, for
of your wirgardrles | have had snough, and
from this day forth | am hannted.”

‘Have no foar,” answered Hokosa, “‘yon

have made the Sourney whenee but few re-
turn, and yel, as 1 promised you, you have
returned to wear the greatness vou desire
and that 1 went you forth to win, for hence-
forth we shall be great. Look, the dawn
I# broaking—the dawn of 1ife and the dawn
of power, and the mists of death and of Adls-
graoe roll back befors us Now, the path
I8 clear, the dead hayve shown (L 10 me, and
wlzardry | shall need no more.”
TAY" answnresd Noma, “but night lollows
dawn as the dawn follows night, and through
the darkness and the daylight, T tell you,
Wigard, henceforth T am haunted! Also, be
not #o sure, for though 1 know not whal the
dead have spoken to you, vet It lingers on
my mind that thelr words have many tmean-
ings Nay, speak to me no more ue et ug
iy from this droad home of ghosts, this
habitation of the spiritfold that we have
violated, "

So the wizard And his wife crept from (hat
solemn place, and saw the Jawn beams light-
Ing upon the white erboss that was reared In
the Plain of Flre

of

CHAPTER XIIT
THE MHESSAGE OF HOKOSA,
The weeks wont by, and Hokosa sat in his
ving a great plot None suspected

him any more, for tho

| to it, he was heard to speak woll of the new

falth, and to acknowledge that the god of
fire which he had worshipped was a false god,
He was humble algp toward the Kiog, but
he craved to withdraw himself from all mat-
ters of the State, saying that now he had
but one desire—to tend his herds and guar-
den, and to grow old In peace with the new
wifee whiom he had chosen and whom he
lovidd Owen, top, he greoted courteounaly
when he met him, sending him gifts of corn
and cattle for the service of his chareh.
Moreover, when a messenger came from
Hafola, making proposals to him, he drove
him away aod Jaid the matter before the
Councll of the King, Yet that messenger,
who was hunted from the kraal, took back
a geeret word for Hafela's ear,

“It Is not always winter," was the word,
“and 1t may chance that in the =springtime
you' may hear from me" And again: "Say
to the Prince Huafela, that though my face
towsard him is like a storm, yet behind the
clouds the sun shines ever.”

At length there came a duy when Noma,
hix wife, was brought to bed. Holkosa, her
husband, tended her alone, and when the
child was born he groancd aloud and would
not suffer her to look on it Yet, lifting
hetself, she saw,

“Dld 1 not tell you It was accursed?' she
walled, “Take It away,” and she sank back
in & swoon. o he took the child and buried
It deep in the cattle yard by night.

After this It came about that Noma, who,
though her mind owned the sway of his,

A CHANGE CAME OVER THE GIRL'S LOVELY FACE,

medicine that I shall give you does s
work and tha spicit Is loosened from vour
body let it not go afar, whatever tempts or
throutons it, and suffer not that the death
cord be eevered, lest fleeh and spirit be
partod forever.”

“I hear, and T ohey.
weary."

Then Hokesa took from his pouch two
medicines; one a paste in & box, the other o
Muid In o gourd. Tuking of the puste he
knelt upon the grave before the entranced
woman and swiftly smearcd it upon the
mugous membrane of the mouth and throat
Also he thrust pelletas of it Into the cars,
the nogteils, and the corners of the eyes,
The elfect waos almost instantaneous. A
chunge came over the glirl's lovely face, the
Inst awful change of death, Her checks
foll in, her chin drapped, her eyes opened,
and her flesh guivered convulsively. The
wigard =aw it all by the bright moonlight;
then he took up his part in this unholy
dramau.

What 1t wag that he d4ld cannot -
seribed, because It s Indeseribable. The
Witeh of Endor repeated no formula, but
sho ralxed the dead, and so did Hokosa, the
wirard. He buried his face In the gray
dust of the grave, he blew - with his 11ps Into
the AQuet, ho cluteched at the dust with his
hande, and when he ralsed his face again,
lo! 1t wag gray like the dust Then began
the marvel; for, though the woman before
Him remalned o corpse, from the lips of the
corpio # volee Issued, and Its sound was
horrilile, for the aceent and tone of it were
miscullne, and the instrument throngh which
It apoke—Noma's thront—was feminine, yet
It could be recognized as the volee of Um-
uilen, the nil King.

“Why lave you summoned me from my
rost, Hokogd 7" hissed the wvolee from the
lips of the huddled corpse,

HNaeguse 1 would Jearn the fulure, spirit
of the Kiug," nnswered the wizard, holdly,
hut saluting as he spoke. *'You are dead,
and to your sight all the gates are opened
Dy the power that I bave I command you
to show me what you seé¢ thereln concern-
Ing myself, and to point out to wie the path
that 1 should follow to attain my ends and
the ends of her In whose breast you dwell."

At once the answer came, always in the
sane horrible volee:

“Hearken to your fate [or this world, Ho-
kosga, the witard. You shall trivmph over
your rival, the white muan, the Mesgenger,
and by your hund he shall perish, passing to
his appointed place. By that te which you
eling vou shall be betrayed, ay, you shall
loge that which you love and lfollow after
that which you do not deglre. In the grave
of error you shall find truth, from the decps
of slp you shall pluck righteousness. When
these words fall upon your ears agnln, then,
whtard, take them for a #ign, and let your
heart bo turned.  That which you deem wse-
cursed shall Mt you up on high. High
shal! you set above the pation and ta King,
and from age to age the volce of the people
shall praise you. Yet in the end comes
Judgmient, and there shall the sin and the
nlonement strive together, and in that hour,
wizard, you shall—"'

Thus the volee spoke, strongly at first,
bul growing ever more feshle as the sparks
of life departed from the body of the woman
till at length it ceasod altogether,

“What shall chanee to me in that hour?*
Hokosa asked eagerly, plucing his ear
agalust Noma's lips.

No answer came, and the wlzard knew
thut if he would drag his wife Lack from
e door of death he must delay no longer
Dashing the swoeat from his eves with one
hand, with the other he selged the gourd
of Buid that he had placed ready, and,
thrusting back her head he poured of its
contonts down her throat and wiited a while.
Bhe did wnol move. In an extremity of
terror he snatched o koife, and with a
slogle cut severed a veln o her arm; then,
taking some of the AOuid that remained In
the gourd in his hand, he rubbed it roughly
upon her brow and throat and heart. Now
bher Angers stirred, and now, with horrible
contortions and every symptom of agony,
ife returped to ber, the blood Howed from
hor weunded arm, slowly at first, then mory
fust, and liftlng her head sho spoke

“Tuke mo hence,” she cried, “or I shall
go mwad for | have seen and heard Lthings
too terrible to be spoken!™

“What have you seen  and heurd,” heo
asked, whilo he cut the thougs thut bound
her wrists and feel

"I do not know,” she answered, woeeping;:
“iho viston of them passes from e, but
all the distapeos of death wers opén W my
sight; ves, | truvelod through the digtances
of desth. In them I met him who was the
King, and he lay cold within me, speaking
lo my hesrt, and as he passed (row iue

Be swilt, for [ grow

be

he looked upon the child that I shall bear | |
gf Parllcativn s secrel, and when you reach

sid ovrsed It snd socurssd  r o abgil be

had pever loved him over much, hated her
husband Hokosa, and yet he had this mower
over her that she could not leave him. Hut
he loved her more and more, and she had
this power over him that she could always
draw him to her. Great as her beauty had
ever heen, after the birth of the child It
erew greater day by doy, but it was an evil
beanty, the heauty of a witeh, and this fate
fell upon her, that she feared the dark and
would never be alone after the sun had set.
When she was recovered from her sickness
Noma sat one night in her hut, and Hokosa
sut therc alse, watching her The evening
wis warim, but a bright firve burned In the
hut and she crouched upon a stool by the
fire, glancing continually over her shoulder

“"Why do you bide by the fire, seeing that
it is B0 hot, Nomu?'"’ he asked,

“Because 1 fear to be away
light,” she answered, adding:
mun, for your own ends you have caused
me to be bewltehed, aye, and that which
was born of me also, and bewlitched I am
by those shadows which you bade me gesk
and which now will never leave e, Nor is
this all. You swore to me that if T would
do your will 1 should become great, aye, and
you took me from one who would have made
me great and whom I should have pushod
on to vietory. But now it seems that for
nothing I made that awful voyage into the
deeps of death, and for nothing, yet living,
am I become the sport of those that dwell
thers. How am 1 greater than 1 was—1, who
am but the gecond wife of a fallen witeh
doctor, who sits In the sun day by day,
while age gathers on his head like frost upon
a bush, Where are all your high schemes
now? Where is the fruit of wisdom thal 1
gathered for you? Anewer, wizard, whom
I have learsd to hate, but from whom 1
cannot escape.’

“Truly,"” pald HWokosa, In a Litter volne.
“for all my sins againgt them the heavens
have ldald p heavy fate upon my head, that
thus with flesh and spirit I should worship
n waman who lopthes me. One comfort alone
in loft to me, that you dare not lake my
Hfe and that what I bid you that you must
do.  Aye, you fear the dark, Noma, yvet did
I command you to arise and go stand alone
through the long night yonder in the hury-
ing place of the kings, why, vou must do it
Come, T command you—go."

“Nay, nay," ghe walled In an extremity of
terror, and yet she rose and went toward
the door sldeways, for her hands were out-
stretehed o supplication to him.

"Come back.'” he sald, “and listen, 1f a
hunter has ourtured a flores dog wherewlith
slone he can gain hig llvellhood he tries to
tame that dog by love, does he not? And If
it will not become gentle, then, It beipng
necessary to him, he tames it by fear, [ am
the hunter, and, Noma, you are the hound,
and sluce this ourse is on me that I eannot
live without you, why, I must mastor you
am best T may, Yet, belleve me, T would not
cauge you fear or pain, and it saddens me
that you should be haunted by these sick
fancles, for they are nothing more, T have
seen such cases before today and T have
noted that they can be cured by mixing
with fresh faces apd travellng In new coun-
tries. Noma, I think it would be well that,
wfter your late slckness, acoording to the
custom of the women of our peopls, you
should part from me a while and go upon a
Journey of purifioation.

“Whither shall T go and who will go with
me? whe asked, sullenly.

“r will find you companlons, women dis-
erect and akilled And ps to where you
whutl go, I will tell you. You shall go upon
au embassy lo the Prince Hafeln. '

“Are you mot afrald that T should stop
there®’ ahe asked agatu, with a flash of her
cyes It Is true that I never learned all
the story, yet I thought that the Prince was
not 40 glad to hand me back te you as you
would have had me belleve The priees you
peld for me must have been good, Hokosa,
and mayhap It had to do with the deuth of
a king."

"I am not afrald,” he snawered, sétting
his teoth, “hecause I know that whatever
your heéart may dealre, my will tollowa you,
wnd while I live that ls & cord you ecannot
break unless | choose to looss it Nooia, |
command ¥ou to be falthful to we and to
returas 1o me, and these commands you
must obey, Hearken You taunted me
Just now, saylong that I sat ke & dotard in
the sun and advanced you nothing Wall,
I will sdvance you, for both our sakes, but
mostly for your own, gince you desire It,
apd It must be dope through the Prince
Hafela. 1 caunotl leave this kraal, for day
and might T am watched, and before I had
gone an nour's Journey I should be selged:

from the
“0), accursed

also, hera | have work to do.  But the Place

¢h he did not belong |

ILY BBEE:
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it you need poy bide there; you ean traved
on into the nialons (il you come to the
town of the Prince Hafela He will re-
celve you gladly, and you shall whisper this
message In his par ‘“These are the words
of Hokosa, my hosband, which he hag set
In my mough te deliver to you, O Prince
He guided by them and grow great; reject
them and dlg a wanderer, a little man of no
aceounl.  Bug first, this |8 the price Lhal you
mhall swedr, by the sacted oath to pay to
Hokosa, If his, wisdom finds favor In your
slight and threugh Il you come to viclory
That after your, the King, he, Hokosa, shall
be the first man In the land, the General of
the armies, the captain of the Council, the
head
be given haif of the eattie of Nodwengo,
who now is Kine Alwo to him shall be
glven powet to stamp oul the new falth
which overrone the Iand like a forelgn weed
cling to it

“Now, Noma, when he has sworn this onth
in your ear, calling down ruin upon his own
hoad, should ke bLreak one word of it
not before, you ehall continue the message
thus: “Thoeso are the words that Hokosa st
in my mouth ‘Kuow, 0, Prince, that the
King, youtr ther, grows very strong, for
he I8 a great soldier, who lesrned his art In
bygone ware; also that the white man that
Is named Messenger has taught him many
things ue to the dullding of forts and walls,
aAnd the ariltineg and dscipline of men. 8o
strong Is he that you can searcely hope o
conguer him In open war—yel snalkes may
cerawl where mieh ceannot walk, Therefore,
Prinee, let vour part be that of a snake.
Do you send an embassy to the King, your
brother, and say to him: ‘My brother, you
have heon preferred before me and set up
to be King In my place, and because of this
my heart is bitter, so bitter that 1 have
gathered my strength to make war upon
you. Yet at the last 1 have taken another
counsel, bethinking me that If we fight, in
the end It may chaace that neither of us
will be left allve to rule, and that the people
also will be brought to nothlng. To the
north there lies o good country, and wide,
where hut few men live, and thither 1 would
Bo, setting the mountains and the river be-
tween us; for there, far beyond your horders,
I also can be a king. Now, to reach this
country I must travel by the pass that Is
not far from sour great place, and [ pray
that you will not attack my impils or the
women and children that 1 shall gend, and a
guard before them, to awalt me in the piain
beyond the mountnins, seeing that these can
only Journey slowly. Lot us pass by in
peace, my brother, for so shall our quarrel
be ended:; but If you do so much as it a
glngle spear against me, then 1 will give
you battle, setting my fortune against your
fortune, and my god against your God,”

“Such are the words that the embassy
shall deliver Into the ears of the King, Nod-

tgge, and it shall come about that when he

g them, Nodwengo, whose heart Is gentle
anil who secks not war, shall answer softly,
saying: “Go in peace, my brother, and live
In peace In that lund which you would win.'
Then shall you, Hafela, send on the most
of your eattle and the women and children
through the paks In the mountains, hidding
them to awalt you In the plain, and alter
a while vou shall follow them with your
impis. But these shnall not travel in war
array, for carriers shall bear thelr fighting
shiclds in bundles, and theic stabbing spears
shall bhe rolled up 4o mats. Now, on the
sixth day of your Journey you shall camp
at the mouth of. the pass which the cattle
and the womgn have already travelled, and
his oulposts jand sples shall bring it to
the ears of Mhe’ King that your force Is
sléeping there, purposing to' climb the pass
on the morrow, »"But an that night, #o soon
as the darkicss falls, you zhall rlse up with
your Captalnd anl youpr regiments, leaving
your fires Imt:;imf #nd men about your fires,
anid shall trayvel yery swiftly across the val-
ley, s0 that an hour hefore the dawn you
reach the second range of mountains and
pass it by the george which is the burying
place of kings Here you shall light a fire
which those who watch will believe to be but
the fire of o herdsman who Is cold. But I,
Hokosa, also shall be watching, and when 1
see that fire 1 will ereep, with some men
whom 1 can trust; to the Jittle northern gate
of the outer wall, and we will spear those
that guard It:and open the gate that your
Army may pass through It Then, before
the regimentrean gland to thelr arms or those
witliin 1t are awuhkered, vou shall storm 1the
inner walls and by the light of the burning
huts shall put the dwellers in the Great
Mace to the spear, and the rays of the ri=ing
sun ghall crown yvou King,

“Follow this counsel of mine, O Prince
Hefela, and all shall ga well with yau, Neg-
lect it and be loet.  There s but one thing
which you need fear—it is the magle of the
Messenger, to whom it is given to read the
secret thoughts of men. But of him take
no acconnt, for he I8 my charge, and bhelore
ever yvou set a foot within the Great Place
he shall have taken his answer back to him
who gent him."

Hokosa finished spraking,

“Have you heard?* he sald to Noma,

“T have heard.”

“Then speak the message.'

She repeated 1t word for word, making ro
fault, “Hove ns fear,'" she added. *'I shall
rforget nothing when I stand before the
Prince.”

“You are a woiman, but your counsel Is
good, What think you of the plan, Noma?"'

“1t Is deep and well lald,” she answered,
“and surely it would succeed were It not for
one thing. “The white man, Messenger,
will be too elever for you, for, as you say,
he I8 a reader of the thoughts of men,”

“Can the dead read men's thoughts, or If
they can, do they ery them on the market
place, or Into the ears of kings?* asked Ho-
kosa, “Have 1 not told you that before |1
s the aignal fire yonder the Messenger
shill sleep  sound? I have a medicine,
Noma, a slow medieine none can traos,*

“The Messenzer may sleep sound, Tokosa,
and yvot perchance he may pass on his mes-
snge to another, and, with it, his magile.
Who can say?  Still, atrike for power and
greatness and revenge, letting the blow fall
where |t will.”

{To be Continued.)
—— e
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The horn of the rhinoceros is not joined
to the bone of the head, but grows on the
skin lke a wart or corn.

A German profeasor claims to have discov-
erced the germ which causes baldness by de-
stroving the roots of the hair:

Oyer 600 fossil elephant teeth have been
dredged from the sea® at Moleasen, on the
const of the Mediterrancan, since 15870,

The entire population of the state of New
York (6,5613,344) could find standing room on
o tract of only ene aquare mile in extent,

Dr. Merman says that betwoen January 1
of the year 1147 and January 1, 1886, over
T.000,000 persons perished in earthguakoes.

Tombstones made of glass ure fast becom-
ing the rage?in sdveral of the European
countries, partietilarly Germany and Italy:

Steel has bebn nsed for shipbullding only
about twenty' 'yéars, yet It s estimated
that 98 per ¢Ofit" bl the vessels bullt at the
present day nbe’of stecl.

Several of the world's most cminent as-
tronomoers profe§d to belleve that the sun's
heat is kept Up by wrecked worlds that are
continually fafling into It

Henry A. Hissefl, the oldest lotter carrier
In Newark, N7 T resigned after thirty-one
yveéars of nctive gervice, venty-nine of which
were spent o Ploflding over one route,

A peirified fish found by Dr. Newberry
nt Delaware, 4., welghed twenty-five
pounds, and ‘t"l ug perfect in form, position
of finy, scales” ote., as though it bhad disd
but yesterdayy, ingtoad of 2000 years ago

There s an ghormous crop of sugar beots
In San Benito, coyuty, Callifornia, this year.
The average ylold Is twelve tons an acre,
which whl net 3360 & ton. As au Instance
of the profit lg this crop, a story is told
of seven brothers, Danes, who rented o
furm of 279 acres, paying for It $7 an acre
as the rent. They have ralsed not less
than elghteen, and probably tweunty, tons
to the acre. Three of the Danes have dene
pearly all the work, the others being en-
gaged In auether beet ralslng enterprise
near Watsonville, Tt Is sald that on the
first farm tho three will wake $0,000 this
yoar above &ll expenses.

i R TN

Lady Bountiful, who some tlme since
gave $10060 to the HBrooklyn Kindeérgarteu
nesociation and whose pame was not kllll“‘l]
for some time, I8 the widow of Mr, Hans 8.
Christlan., The money la to be devoted to
the erection of an immepse kindergarten
bullding, and when It I8 completed Mrs.
Ohbristian will declde whetbher ber gift shail
bé under the jurisdiction of the Kinder-
garten association or the Methodist Church
Bolely.

of the'donters, and that to him shall |

and to deal an he thinks fit with these who |

nnd |
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1888, by the Author

Two hundred and forty dollars in gold
coin could not now be reganded as a large
wum; but Afty years ago it was guite differ
ent, especinlly among the poor folk who
lHived far down In the lowlands of Missis
sippl When Henry Brack, a boy of 16,
WAR entriusted to bear such an of
money New Otrleans the responsibility |
seomoed almost too great for him. His father
the time was (1] and bed-fast, and 1t was
necessary that a debt of $240, due the oty
should be premptly pald in order to hold the
Innd upon which the Drack family lived

Hetiry was the only of his parenta
and had been familiar with frontler hard
|hhl|"i all his life, yot this undertaking Im
| progsed him as something stupendous In
| those days there were no rallroads Even
the wagon for the most part
mere winding tratls through denge and unin-
habited woods. So that when Henry Hrack
out one fine March morning, riding a
pony, he bade farewell to his parents

Copyrighted

amount

son

roads wore

sl
gray

anil sisters with the tone and expression of |
one going away into deadly danger, m-wt-.]
|

perhaps, Lo return,

Thoe money, which, as 1 have sald, was all
gold coln, had besn carefully bestowed in a
lenther belt and buckled
walst under hins

around Henry's
vlothes, In a pair of sad-
dle bags he bore some bacon and dried
venison. Across the pommel of his old &nd-
dle rested a long rifle, and at his alde hung
tullet pouch and powder horn. Nor was |
the gun his only weapon, for In his inner
coat pocket were two small pistols. He did
not feel afrald, but a sense of doubt and
droad oppressed his mind. The mondy-bag
clugped about him bore In_upon his heart, as

BACKWOODS PLUCK

A True Story of Early Mississippl Duys,

| mind and began

{ made

| slow
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BY MAURICH THOMPSON,

in a pathless
out food
Overhead

wood, weanontess and with.
His condition meetasd hopeless
the moon hung In a sheet
pale cloud that spread mist-like over the
eky All around was gloom and evers-
where profound silence rélgned. Not even
nn owl hooted and all the smaller night
things held thelr volees, What was Henry
Hrack to do? He quickly made up his
R’ onve Iryving to got back
to the road. Slowly and with remarkable
sagacity, tvonsldering bis  condition. he
moved along studying the ground and fol
lowing asn best he could the tracks of the
horacs
Now
light

of

It the dlm
took up the trall

taken away by

that in

. g0 happened
of the wood he
by the horses when
the robber, Instead of those coming down
from the rosd. This led him deeper into
the wild foregt, and at the end of 4n hout's
tramp he came Iin slght of a =mal)
fire, beside which a4 math was  stooping
in the aot of brolllng some bacon, the
smell of which reachod Henry's nostrils
with a savory appeal to his appetite, for
ho was hungry. His first impulso, at sight
of a human belog, was to make haste and
Joln In the prospective foast, but when the
man turned hbis face Henry stopped short
with a chill of consternation golng up his
hack It was the robber,

Fortunntely Henry had made no noise
The man evidently felt quite aafe; for while
he attended to his cooking he sahg over and
over again four lines of a ditty, popular st
thut time:

He bought her n gown of purple and gold,

And be gave her o rose and o ring,

And oh, but her face 1A shine for him,

And oh, but her mouth did sing,

He had n rich, soft tenor velee that rip-
pled away (hrough the stlll woods Henry
gtood gazing and Hstening, Heo saw his pony
and the horse of the robber tethered near
the fire. His saddlebags sat hard by and

OVER TI

B FIRE.

|
to

it were, a great weight which seemed
hinder free breathing.

He was young and strong, however, and
when onee he was well forth on his way |
he threw off much of his discomfort and
rode along whistling. For some hours the
road led past sciattered plantations, but long
before nlght” fall the even jogging of hls|
staunch pooy had taken him deep into the
unbroken wilderness. Two days and nights
went by without any unusual adventure. To
be sure a boy now-a-days would think a
bear prowling near where he slept some-
thing to remember with shudders, but Henry
Brack had no more fear of a black bear
than one of us would have of a cow. A
panther and a robber were the two beings
Honry dreaded to encounter, .

In those days, although John A. Murrell
and his gang of desperadoes had  been
caught In the law's cluteh and duly dealt
with, there still Hngered a fecling nmong the
common people that all was not yet secure,
Murrell's fame, his dazzling achievements
in outlawry and his far-reaching evil In-
fluenee could not be wiped out in a month,
or year, or a decade. There were men all
through that region who dreamed of follow-
fug in his foorsteps, men who kidnapped
negro slaves and sold them over and over
again, who watched beside the obscure high-
ways tp waylay and rob travelers, and these
fellows were slngularly shrewd at finding
out when esnd where n well-loaded victlm
could be had for the trouble of the taking.

All went well with Henry Brack, how-
over, for two or three dayvs and nights, dur-
Ing which he made very good progress on his
journey and came into the Pearl River coun-
try. Here had been one of Murrell’s favorite
haunts, and here, too, Plerre Ramean, the
celebrated creole highwayman, used to have
his sylvan retreat. Henry knew the history
of these men and of course his lmagination
bullt rather gorgeously In their bellef, No
wonidar, then, he was scared almost out of
hin wits when sulddenly one afternoon, just
before nightfall, a man's volee struck his
ear, from not more than six feet of distance,
with:

“How do you do, young man?"

Honry started and looked qulekly to see
riding nearly abreast of him a short, slight
man whose smile, despite a rather frowsy
thin red beard and a freckled skin, was
quite pleasicg,

“"How far are you golng thls way?" the
stranger continued In a soft volee which at
onee won Henry's confdence,

“To New Orleans,' was the frank answer,

STARTING OFF,

The muan ralsed his eyebrows and gave
Heory a balf-ineredulous look,

“That's a blg undertaking for one ®o
young,"” He suggested: “but you look hrave
enough to do It, Fm right glad, too,' he
wided after a slight thoughtful pause, “for
wo cun travel together, I'm on my way o
New Orleans, too,'

Henry was captivated by the man's sunve
und gracious manner. They rode along for
a half hour chatting while the sun fell
below the western horizon. The man sald
that he kpew a short cul across the wood
on their left, by taking which they would
save several milea of distance and yet
arrive at the apritug where they would camp
comfortably for the nlght. Heanry, all un-
suspecting, went with him and when they
wore deep in the dark and lonely forest,
suddenly the man turned and struck him
a heavy blow with a horse pistol. He fell
s one dead, All was blapk o him

How long he lsw uncousclous he could not
proclsely tell, It wia probably less than an
hour; but when he regalned his seoses his
first thought was of the money, He felt
for It Of course It whs gone, So like-
wiske was his pouy. Btaggering to his feet,
his bead bloody sud sore and his brain
dizey, he looked about in stupld cenfusion.
Well might his heart sink: for there he

'chances of the situation,

was, perbaps & bundred miles from bome,

his rifle leaned against a tree, In an in
stant a wave of anger swept through Wim.
He clenched hig hands and breathed hard
while his whole nature condensed itself, wo
to speak, upon the thought of recovering lis
property and visiting punlshment on the
robber,

For a few
seconds, he

minutes,
revolved

perhaps only a few
In his mind all the
He was desperate
and quite ready for a  desperate  effort
Presently the man stooped low aver the now
hotly burning fire to turn a slice of brolling
bacon. At that moment, with the swift and
noiseless fight of a cat, Henry bounded for-
ward and rushing hard agalnst the man

| dashied him headlong into the fire, and be-

fore he could rise Henry leaped to the gun
and Jeveled It upon him. The mun, though
badly burnt, did not heed the command to
surrender, and Honry fired.  He fell back-
ward across the fire,

It may scom strange: hut Henry did not
let the robber burn, He dragged him awny
from the coals and flames and extinguished
the fire that had caught his clothes, The
robber’s name was Giles Carew. He did pot
die of the wound that Henry Hrack gave him
I am sarry to say that, although Henry sue-
ceeded In finding a settlement and having
Carew arrested, the wily fellow escaped
from custody after he got well and was killed
years afterwards in oo street fight at New
Orleans.  Henry is still living, & hale old
man, saving that he Is blind of his left eye
from an accldent in chopping wood.

THE CANARY THRADE.

Tenching Bivds Some Shmple Tricks.
How Street Faklew Sell Wiares.,

The fall I8 the best season In the canary
bird Yes, In canary birds there s
a trade with seasons, and tricks, too, Just
as much as there I in plg lron.  The tricks
come through the discriminations agalnst
the wealer sex, the woman so much
resents femnle canary birds are a drug in
the market; you ean buy one anywhere for
60 cents, whereas the New York price for
a guarantecd singer s §1. Sometimes, in
the case of a very flne muslelan, 25 You
can get a4 male bird not guaranteed for $2 .50,
Untll the females are sofMciently fmbuesd
with the spirit of the nge to sing ke their
fathers and huebands, they are lkely to be
more appreciated by the bird fakir thau to
the publie,

They help the fakir to get a dishonest
living. He puts eight ar ten in a cage, and
with them one or two singers, and then he
plants himself and his cage at some corner,
probably on a streot leading to a ferry, and
awalts results; when one of his singern
breaks into song he Is pretty sure to bo
questionidd ag to his prices.

“Any hird In that cage for 50 cents,'” s
his responsas,

Some one astutely polnts out the hbird
that sang, and says bhe will take thut one.
Wil he?

When he beconmes happy, and feels gocure,
he will be apt to feel llke sloging. The
common necessities of bird Hfe, a clean,
sunny cage, fresh water and seed and cut-
tlebone, you will, of course, provide him;
but some further attentions will add much
to his happloness. The best bird fanciers
do not approve the plan of feeding a canary
on seod wlone; he should not ‘have his cage
fAtted with luxurious and varled viands, but
a leaf of lettuce or a bit of apple are par-
tioularly good for him, and onee in & while
a plece of hard-bolled egg will make him
feel that life Is a gormandizing, glorious
spree,

If you want to fame him there s one
simple yet cunnlng trick that Is worth any
other Instructlon that can be Lwoparted, It
Is this: Make belleve you are afrald of hlm.
You think he won't understand? You alte-
gether underrate his powerds of comprehon
slon; If you have any taot in aoting, If you
can play the buffeon well enough, you wiil
find how to put your foger out to hlm, and
then draw It back In alarm;: how te approsch
bis cage and then [all back fu terror; Uf
you talk your carven seutlments aloud and
Implore his mercy you will help your own
expresslon, aud though he may not upder-
stand your Epglisb, be sure ho will your
tones; and thoen, and this fs very odd snd
funny, he will begin to play the bully; will
npread his wiogs and Jump st you; but if
you are meek and offer a luamp of sugar,
say, In a proper spirit, he will grow merciful,
and aftor that all ls eary.

One trick, an old favorite, you bhad Letter
neglect in hig education, Don't feed lLlm
by puttlug seeds betweesn your lips for Thin
to spatch; discase can be cowmmunloated in
this way. Don't cover his cage clossly at
any time. Dirds especially need froeh plr,
and without It are Mable to lung troubles.
And don't let hlmm stay up Iate ut night;
e may lke It, i be can be with the
family, but it {s a& bad for bhim as for other
babiles, .

Prattle of the Yuuugsters,

“Clve we a blle of your eandy, Jimmle?"
“Nope, but you inay klss me while 4y
mouth's sticky.™

Teacher—What Is the true lost of great-
[T

Little Johpulo—To kave your hired gisl

trade.

new

’ Interviewed by roporters whenever you @9

anything,
Friend of the Famlly—Johnny, I &4
you are delighted with the new Ttile Brother
At your hotise?
Johnnr—Now. nothin't He's second-handl
'”]'.‘ doctor brought him, and there's no tels
lin' how many families has had him before
I know a little malden
With a fuce that 1= divine.
Last night 1 took hor in my
And nsked her 1o be mine,
8he spurned my fond embr aee, and east
A faney glanoe wt me,
“1 tan‘t belong to von ~
U'm maummi's (i

nrms

bolause
mild mhe,

SUSIE'S Reconn,
- -
Why the Dear Litile 6irl Never Has
. o Go Dovn tn Mer Class,
Mamma."™ sald 7 yoear-old Frances, an ahes
bBuret In from selool, a8 told by the Detroit
Free Pross
“What I 11, sweetheart?” asked mamma,
na alie Kissed the ruby Hpa, -

You know fn our school, If one scholar
can’t anawer a guestion and (he next one
can, the one who answors goes up and the
one. who ean't anewer goesa down,”

“Why, that the way we did when
m'\rlnum wak n Httle glel and went to school.”

¥ L ll : '

Yoo, 1 muppose you are trapped pretgy
often, Frances?*

Yoes, mammn, roplléd the truthtal Hitde
girl. "I was trapped this morning "

“Who went up Into your place?”

“"Freddy Trotter*!

"I should think Freddy wouldi't be able
to trap you often.  Hoe Is only 61, while you
Are past T
“Yes'm,
“Well 1™
“"You know Susle Drigegs?"

Yaoa

“1 nevor saw Her trapped even once.*
"Didn't you 1

““No."*
“lan't

in

e

Suy, mamma!™

that nlce?
Kknew your lessons
wish you were
Nriges"

UNo'm. You see, mamma, Stusie has heen
olear at the bottom of the elass ever since
I've been golng to that school.'

Don't you
that well?
never trapped,

wigh you.
Don't you
like Busie

Warner’s Safe Cure

IN LARCE

(
OR SMALL | BOTTLES.

Owing to the
many requests
from its patrons,
Warner's Safe
Cure Co, have put
on the market a
amaller size
bottle of Safe
Cure which can
now be obtained
ot all druggists at
half the price of
the large bottle.

Y
afe CLLe

is not only a scientific vegetable
preparation and does all that is
claimed for it, but it is the only
Kidney and Liver medicine used
by the best people of four conti-
nents. A medicine that bears
the stamp of the world's ap-
proval, and maintains its posi=
tion for a fifth of a century,
must necessatily possess pe-
culiar merit.

PARROTS

Wo offer thom this year
choeapor thin over

biefore,
<% Young Ping Island

Parrols—

: The most begutitul
ensiest nnd guickest o learn to tnllk among
all pureots <only 86800 eachi—=1This price
Cludes o shlppiog cape, 2-<1Ls parrott sont
with vadunble directions and a written gunr-
antece.  Luargo, solld Parrot Casees, £2.00,
l."“"",""" shilpped with porfoet safoty all over
« 8 A, L]

Geisler’s Bird Store, Omaha, Neb.
Established 1858

Y purchasing goods made =
at the following Nebras
ko fuctories, 1 you cane
not find what you want,
communicate with the
manafacturers s to
what dealers handle
their goods. —————==

e e —

BAGHE BURLAFP AND TWINHE.
BEMIS OMAHA BAG CO.
Munufacturers of all kinds of coltun and bupe
fap bage, colton flour sarks and Iwine o spegs

laity 610.R16-61R8 B, 11th PL

= — —_- —— ]

BRIDW HEIES. ¥

R v v e e
OMAHA BREWING ASSOCIATION,
Car lowd shipmenis made In our own refr,.

erator cam,  hue Rivbhon, Efile Export, Viense

Export and Family Export dellvered 1o all pary

of the ety
= : = — - ]
IHON WORKS,
. i - i A

PAVIN & UCOWGILL IHUON WOIKS,
Iron nod Hrass Founders,
Manufuctiirers and Jobbers of Mas linery, "hene
eral repmlring a spocinity 1649, 18 and W08
Jacksnn sirect, Cridlih, Nab,

INDUSTHIAL HLON WORS,
kinda of
T R
46 an

Manufacturing and repuiring

WY, eugines, pumps, el b
hangers, shafung snd couplings,
408 Howard 5t., Omaha.

— e
PAXTON & VIERLING IION WOHKS,
Manulaucturms  of  Archllecutral  Lron  Waorlk,

General Foundry., Machilte and Blacksmitl work,
Enginesrs and Cuntrsctors for Fin Proof Ilu“&,
inge. OMes and works: U. P, Ry, and
Ith strest, Omnahe,
——— = = ——— — .
NIOHT WATCH. FIRE SERVICH.
) ks 5 o bbb Sse
AMEHICAS IIsTHICT TELEGEAFN,
The ouly perfect proteciien to progeity, Exens
ine Hiast thing on sarth, Heduos IRsurmnoe
rales 134 Douglas stresl,
BIHIRT FAUTOIIKS, -
EVANSE _NENIRASKA BHIRT
COMPANY,
Excluslve oustom sblel (alloss,

J. i
1004 Farnam.
- == — —— =T
TENTE AND AWNINGS.
T WOLKF BHOS, & OO,
Manufacturers of tenls, awilngs, tar
bapners sod slissinein u’]";ﬂj‘nm

ﬂoﬁa
ﬁwﬂ'r. -1 Houlhs Blatsonth wiresl,




