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the press work on o Cinelnnatl cylinder
press.  Subsequently Mr. Rosewater rented
an adjolning bullding, konown ans the Cedar
Raplds house, formerly used as a hotel,
when' he purchased materinl and we con-
tinued to do the press work as long as he
romnined thoere After the building was
burned  we  furnished type and material
vitll nopew supply arrived from the cast,
when The Bee was moved to lower Farnam
Blrpat,

I remember gquite well that the charaeter-
fsties In the editor of The Bee, which have
at every eritical period of its e determined
thie question of suceesa or fallure, were
never more prominent than when the in-
cendiary’s torch attempted to deatroy It in
the early days. An iron constitution, daunt-
logg  courage, energy and Industry  which
never flinched under the strain of hard work
and lopg hours, and an abiding confidence

in ultimate victory—these characteristics,
which help te make up that undetermined
quality ecalled geniug, were the elements

which have made the advertising sheet of
ANT1 a grent dally newspaper in 1806,

I hiwve always fancled that Mr, Hosewnter's
tuste for Journalism was encouraged by his
oxperlence with a paper known as the

that three or four quite prominent men felt
very uneasy for some time, Anderson was
suspected, but was not arrested until he
was discovered soon after in an attempt to
fire the Maothodist church block, which was

torn down to make room for the Omaha
National Bank bulliling, Anderson was con-
wicted of Incendiarism  and  sent to the

penitentiary for a term of years.

The Dee soon after the fire moved into
Mre, Rogewater's brick hullding on lower
Fiarnam street and continued to Increase
In size and grow in influence and patronage.
Two or three veers later another attempt
to destroy The Bee by fire wag made, Some

one early In the morning broke into the
composing room in the second story and
st on fire a lot of olled rags The fire,

however, was discovered In time to prevent
serfous damage, This oeeurred during n
printers’ strike, and suspicion polnted to
two orF three printers, who were arieste:d,
but the proof being insufficlent to proceed

against them, they were discharged.

In those dayvs there were three dally
pupers o Omaha—the  Hoerald, the Re-
publican, both morning, and The Bee,

ovening.  The Herald and Republican were
exceedingly bitter in their fight against The
Bee, which kept making steady headway

Omaha Argus, previous to the establishment
of The Bee. The senatorinl contest was on
between Qeneral John M, Thayer and Alvin

Saunders, Rosewater being a candidate for | editTon of The Hee.

the legislature on the straight republican
ticket. There were published at that time
the Omaha Republican, the Tribune and the
Herald, and the Hepublican refused to put
the straight republican ticket at the head
of Its editorial column, as wins customary
in those days, The Tribune supported the
bolting republioan ticket, and the necessity
for an organ for the stralght ticket brought
the Argus into lfe. We printed the paper
under a contract for elght days, but It was
glven out that the Arugus was to be a per-
manent publication, As 1 remember, there
wore a doxen or fifteen writers, my brother
Charfes being the managing editor, On the
Fraff were H. Rosewater, John M, Thayer,
Judge Willlam Morris, Dr, Theodore Haumer,
Augustus Kountze and others. The paper
was printed to the end of the campaigun,
which resulted succossfully for the straight
legislative ticket, but Genernl Thayer was
defeated In the legislature by P, W. Hitch
vock, Our assoclations with Mr. Rosewater
duriug the campalgn led to the business re-
lations which subgequently made us the
printers of The Dee, and no doubt gave him
an Inslght nto Omaha journallsim that in-
duced him to start the paper,

I have been a reader of The Bee from its
foundation: have seen It grow from Infancy
1o become one of the strongest papers in

the land, and the period of its life murlmI

an era of progress and development, which
it has helped to fashion, unparalleled in the
history of any country.
JOSIAN B. REDFIELD,
Omaha, June 18, 1894,

ALFHED SORENSON,
The City Stan,

Twenty-five years ago!

It seems but yesterday,

The Bee sprang Into existence June 19,
1871, It was in the fall of that year that |
landed in Omaba. 1 had been in Chivago
two years when the great fire of Qotober,
IR0, corupelled me to turn my course west-

ward and change the whole current of my
life, My experience teaches me that in
rare lpstances circumstunces control men,

Had it not been for the Chlcago fire I would
in all probabllity bhave been a struggling
Jawyer In the Windy City by the lake.

It was In November, 1871, that | awoke
one morning on the east bank of the Mis-
sourl river, opposite Omaha., Four rallroad |
terminated thers and passengers and frelght |
were (ransferred on  ferryboats. Omaha
woas then o place of about 16000 people,

| and then be able

against them notwithstanding the adverse
clroumstances under which it labored, 1t
was finally declded to publish o morning
But how were we to
| got the telegraphle dizpatches? Why, wo
simply waltwd for the Herald and Re-
publican to appear and then took thelr dis-
patches—such as we wanted—and published
them In The Hee an hour and o half later
to catch the outgolng
lu‘alm«. We handled the night local news
| in the same way, and many a time got out
n better morning paper than our “estecmed’
cantemporaries. The Bee had offered to
purchase the Associatéd press priviloge, but
the Herald and Republican stood pal., How-
ever, they soon becaome convineed that |t
wias better to accept $10000 and let The
Bee in than to get nothing.
OLD-TIME NEWSI'APER MEN.

In those days the clty staff of the Omahu
papers consisted of one man, who was
called city editor or local editor or re
porier, as the case might be,  Homer Stull
o stately, dignifled gentleman, now dead,
did the Herald local page, and a good, clean
reporter he was, I. W. Miner was the
loeal for the Republican. He was n rapld,
voluminous writer—a great space filler, He
was great on “persopals.” and made n host
of friemds by his indiscriminete bestowal of
military  titles—principally  colonel  and
major—upon every Tom, Dick and Harry.
In his day there were more colonels and
majors In Nebraxka than (here werg pri-
viates In the regular army

It was in 1877 that Will Visscher—that
Bohomiap and prince of good fellows-—eame
to Omaha from St Jog and sueceeded Mr
Stull on the Herald, the latter having
wlgely concluded to enter upon the practice
of law, Visscher used to copy many items
verbatim from The Bee, and one day |
complalned to him about It and asked him
why he didn®t change the wording,

“Why, my dear fellow,” said he, “you
have no kiek coming. My copying your
Itemn i8 & compliment to you. 1 do it, not

bocause 1| am lazy, but becaune 1 can't
Improve on them."

(maha was the muddiest town In the
world and during the ralny days of the
spring and fall it was no unusupl thing
for omplbuses and carriages to get stuck
in the mud to and from the depot  leav-
ing passengers io an embarrassing situa-
thon. It was about that time that the clissle
“poem’ on Owmaha was  written:

Hast ever been 1o Omahi,

Where rolls the durk Missourl down,
Where four strong horses searoe onn draw

An empty wagan through the town, el

We all used to wear hlgh-top boots—
regular waders. 1 wtll]l preserve among my
moest cherished Omala relles o photograph
of Visscher, Miner and mysell, taken on
a muddy day in Omaba

One day Visscher had his photograph taken
in Eaton's gallery. His face stopped the
clock and broke Eaton's hest cainera A

and about as dead a town as there was in
the United States, It had had & boom |
and its glory had temporarily departed, |

Falling to find employment In a lawyer's
ofie 1 concluded to earn a few dollars
by setting type on The Bee, which was then
Jocated In & frame bullding at the south-
eust vorner of Twellth wnd Donglas streots
J worked as a “sub" for a few weeks and
then bought a “eage,” or regular |ma|.ii;lut|.|l
for $20, which 1 pald to one of the regu-
lars who wished 1o leave town.

A mun named Pratt was the local or
felty” editor of The Bee, und in April,
A872, he resigoed to accepl a position on a
St. Joe paper. | applled for Pratt's place.
and Lo vonviuce Mr. Hosewater that 1 could
write I produped ln evidence a scrap book
conlalnlog some pleces of work | bhad done
for the Chlcago Times Mr. Rosewater at
Sive told we o go sbead sud ty wy band

| Viggehor fell in love with that girl at sight

wecond effort with & resorye camers, how-
wver, caught Vissoher exactly as he looked
without further acclilent, The young woman
snployed In the gallery to toych up photo-
graphs  suceesded in taking  out several
wrinkles from Vigscher's physioguomy snd
guve it an improved appearaice generally.

and marcled ber 4 week lster.  His wife
and daughtor have been In Portland several
months. His daughter is about 18 yeurs old,
talented and beautiful, with an ambition to
g0 on the stage. Visscher for several years
was on the Pacific coast—at Ban Francisco,
Portland, Tavoma, Seattlo, Falrbaven and
s0 on, He s wow in Chicago sand Is
contributor to the Thoes-Herald,
KIND OF WORK PERFORMEID.

1o my early career as a reporter o Omaha

L did an enormous amount of work. I cov-

to realize waos a good thing, comes to mind:
A. J. Hangeom, when he and Megoeath pro-
sented the ground for a park to the eity,
offered to glve me two lots ‘opposite the
park and let me buy as many more as |

In the old duys one of the best news con-
ters was the old 5t | ' tioket otlice

it the northeast corner of Faroam  and
Tenth strects, where the Strang hullding
now  stands, This place was ealled the

Benevolent Corner, as the “gang’ that made
its headguarters there was composed of o
lot of happy-go-lucky fellows—Theodore Fii-
slgn, Joe Teahon, Frank Hanlon, Jaek Galli-

gan and g0 on, and Inter that great wuag,
Frank Moores, joined the “gang,’” when he
supersaled Ensign, There was more gen-

uine readable local news to be gathered at
that corner than in any other place in
Omaha. It was a cold day when Joe
Teahon didn't bave a good story (o help out
the reporters, amd he has always kept 1t
up. He' 18 one of the most observing men
I ever knew, He gaw the lttle odids and
ends and amusing peculiarities of every-doy
life that the ordinery observer would not
notice, The gang were true and loyal
friends and always stuck together,

Whenever It was exceedingly dull I would
write up o columu and a half sensiation anid
give it an alr of truth by Inserting the
name of some officer—Judege Porter, Sherir
urley or some pollcemun—and bave the
offleor corroborate  the story i any one
doubited 1L, Judge Porter alded me In this
woy on many an ovcasion, and ax for that,
he could spin n prewty good varn himself
whenever called upon to do  so. These
sengetlons would appear in the morning
papers next morning ‘‘boiled down' hy our
enterpriging conmtemporaries, who generally
took them for the truth or else did not care
whether they were tride or not,

The elity council generally furnished a
racy Item once a week,  The members usuy-
ally became Involved in a heated sar of
ugly words, and frequently throw ink bot-
tles at each other. The walls of the coun-
el ehumber in Rodick's alloged opora house
were lHberally bespattered with ink from
these mlssiles of war, Frequeotly the mam-
besrs came Lo blows, and one evening Marsh
and Btephenson geappled near an open wine
dow and tried to throw each other out.
Those were lively coupcil duvs, and the
procecdings were reported In The Beo with-
out feur or favor,

One of my contemporaries for o time won
W, J. Cuddy, who was doing the Ioecal on
the Republican. 't was his month aiso to
furnish  the Important loeal news to the
Associated press, for whirh he received no
pay. One night the Grand Central hotel
burned down just ad It was about to bo re-
openiid by Kitchen Dros. 1 sent off a loug
dispateh to my papers, but no dspatch was
gont to the Assoclated press by Cuddy, who
had (mbibed too much fivewater. Next day
|n telegram cama from Willlam Hepry Smith
asking the Republichn why the fire had not
been telegraphed to the Associated pross.
Mr, Yost handed the telegram to Cuddy to
RUSWOR,
eig-zagey, apswered it thus:

“Willlam Henry Smith: Please go to h—)
W. I Cuddy

No more Associated press work Jdid Cuddy
do. His services were no longer required
He s now liviog in Portland, a total ab
stadner, sn Industrious man snd the (ather
of o large family,

By the way, other old Omaha newspaper
men are lving In Portland, among thom
belng Mr. Morden, foreman of Jbe Oregonlan
composing room and formerly of The liew;
Erncest Hross, formerly of the RBepublican
who s an editorial weiter on the Oregoulan;
J. O, Crawford, editoria]l weiter on the Tele-
gram, and 1b. R, Stearns, (Srmerly busloess
manager of The Hee, who s engaged Iu roal
edtate.

SOME PTERSONAL INCIDENTS.

One day [ concluded to sever my conpec-
ton with The Bee. 1t was In the fall of
1878 or thercabouts, If 1 remember rightly.
It was the day on which the returning board
doclded that 1 was defeated for the ofue of
clerk of the district court. My opponoent
was W, H. LJams. an old-thmer, und who at
that thme wus o shrewd politiclan, and one
of the mosl popular men In Bouglas county
I was & mere “'kid"” compared with bim, snd
perhaps a little too fresh o seek the best
oftee In the state. MHowever. 1 was beatso
by lows than 400 votes, and had not. the
Hohemiuns bolted the republican conventlon

ered the whole cliy—the county court house,

wanted at bedrock prices, on long time,
without intevest, It 1 would go out there
and bulld a cottage, 1 thanked him. sl
told him I couldn't afford to live in the |
country.

A gimilar offer was made to me by Dr.
Marcer when he lafd out his Walout Hill
addition, and 1 gave him about the same
roply as 1 had to Hanston, Il know
better next tlme, 'l have more faith In
the future.

OLD RELIABLE NEWS CENTERS.

Cuddy, who was still more or lexs |

tirely innocent of thy matte
manded o retraction from the Herald, and
le got 1L It wak simply this:

“As to J. Worth Spates, the Herald will
see him jater
Spates took the train for Cheyenne and
he wos n week squuring himsell among his
republiean riends.

LATER RELATIONS TO THE BEE.

After working abont two years on the
Republican 1 retutned to The Hee, which
Mr. Rosowater hagl reorganized.  He hoil on.
Iirged the staff, employing severil Feporters,
a city editor, news editor and managing e
itor. this last nuimed position being given to
me, and which I held for several years until
1 wis lod astray by John A, McShane to
toko the managing editorship of the Herald
which he had purchased about the time he
became the first  democratie  congressmpn
Sobraskn ever had. His newapuper yveuture
proved o fullure, nml In six or elght months
I was looking for a job, asx M¢Shana un-
loadm] hWis newspaper upon s party who
likewise falled to make i1 pay, and finally
the World swallowed it. The old Republican
goon disappeared; and of the three original
papers The Hee along survives

So The Bee celebrates its silver annlver-
sary today, 1 hope to live long cnough to
see it colebrate its golden anniverdary,

Twenty-five veury! Whnt marvelous
chapges have taken place in that time. which
scems so short when we look backward. Es-
pecially is this true in the improvement of
newspapers and newspaper equipments. It
Is difficult 1o believe that in the next twenty-
five vears we shall see groenter developments
In the arts, sclences and mechanles than
we have withessed during the past querter
of a4 contury, Yet we are almost dally sur-
priged by new and stavtling discoyeries and
Inventions. [ suppose the next thing will
be aerial navigatlon—at least Prof, Langles
secms In o falr was 1o solve that great proli
lem, even If The Hee couldn’t do it with
that famous Fourth of July balloon ascen-
slon. .
The Bee, however, has alwoys had wings,
and It fight has been over onward and up-
wiard In the realm of journalism. May it
ever continue so. ALFRED SORENSON,

FPortland, Ore, June 10, 1596,

o
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l Former Assoclate

WILLIAM EDWARDS ANNIN,
Eiditor,

1 am asked to glve my recollections of The
Poee of i879, The pleture of the great paper
of today housed in lte palatial quarters
with its score of editors and reporters and
lte 200 pewsgatherers In different parts of
the stute, the west and the great eastern
caplipls, rlses before me as 1 attempt
shieteh the Institution on that August morn-
Ing when 1 frst presented myself as an
asplrant for a place on s stalf. The time
which has elapsed makes the contrast none
the less vivid, despite tho many changes
which buve taken place in the Interval

Of the editors, reporters, forcmen, clerks
and “prints” whe in 1879 helped to make
The Omaha Hee, scarcoly a hoaif dogen re-
waly, The rickety old desks, tables, cases
and Imposing stonks. are replaced by new
|un|l handsome forniture, The wipgle eylin-
e Hoe press wiyich; we then thought a
marvel of speed sl watched in youthful
rapture s replaced by monster Webb  ma-
chiuvs throwing off thelr thousands of pa-
pers an hour, The Hetle c¢orner In which
thoe wheesy Baxter engine threstened with
lustant desath the surcounding neighborhood
has glven way 1o an mere of hollers, dyua-
wos,  wonster Carlles engloes,  elevator
pumps, switehboards, wetting muchines, and
the lnnumerable pleces of  paraphernslis
®ith which the molern DOWSDIEPLE SEFoL e
In g ppwsd, Lot me ask scnie of the
wprightly younug gentlemen conpected with
thut newspaper todsy, and whoe glide up
through seven:stary #pate In the cabs of
handrome clévators 10 accompany mo on o
Visit 1o The Beo building and The Bee os-
tablislynent as it was ten yoars ago.

FIRST IMPRESBRIONS,

The dusky two-story red brick structure
I which The Bee wad then printeid was
searcely less loferlor to the ofice from
which It has lately moved than s late
quarters are to those which It today occu-
plea. A lirge bev-hive paloted on Its frond
wirned all applicants for positions that work
and not siyle was what was reguired of in
mitas Inside, on the ground foor, the
counting room divided with the Jobh office
the honors of gloom mad dirt, A seml-cir-
cular countes, surmounted by a  hideous
cint-tron ralllug, kept at  bay smployes
dunuing fer advances on thelr salary aod
public pot too lmpaticstly rusbing to get
In advertisemgents. At the rear, a dogen

L

on wccount of whut they cousidered unfair

Lype cascs, & battered proof pross, aond three

| moenced

The windows were thirty-five feet distaace
from the desk, and the sunbeaims  ‘were
forced to dodge a score of stunds, cases and
impoxing stones befure they could reach Mr,

then as naw edited by sturdy John Rosicky
Tha combination of smells and noises; the
odor of printing ink, roller compogition, tur-
pentinge and old clothes, the calls of “Siug
Five, does A 2 end even,” and " Puall out™
the elanking of the proof press, the unin-
telligible jabber of a party of Bohemians in
the rear room consulting the edbor
a marriage leense, jolted to an acrdd don-
troversy between the elty editor and an
angry subgeribier, made a scene which left
an indelible bmpression on my minl.

THE EDITOR-IN-OHIER.
There were no drones on The Hee of old
days. Hach man was expected to do six

was willing to do four's, and
generally compromised on five.

Mr. Rosewuter and Al Sorvenson consti-
tuted the staff before my arrival, the firs
bearing the title of oditor and proprictor
and the latter carrying the burden of the
city department.  Mr, Rosewaler was par
excollence the all-round man of the estab-
lishment. He seemed to have obtained the
secret. of two of the attributes of Delty; ha
was omoplipresent and apparently omnisclent
He wrote heavy editorials and pungent edi-
torinl paragraphs; contributed local politi-
cal nows to the city page, clippsd seleetions
for the pnows columng, selected ltems for
those startliog chestouts dubbed "Connubial
Hligs.” "'"Peppermint Drops" and “"Honey for
the Ladies.” regulated the business office
n doren thmes a day, and took subficriptions
on  the streots amd advertisiog
from. the merchants. 1 used to think his
only dorrow wag that he had not in addition
been born & steam engine so thut he could
run the presses. They were nbhout the only
thing in the establishment that he did not
move.  In addition to his ordinary duties
above named, he constantly developed strong
nterest (o local polities, and always had a
dozen flights and twice that number of ward
politiciang on his hands. On clly oF county

men's work,

olection days, The Dee offlce waw usually
depopulated  and every man, from  oditor
down, after rushing in copy, early took a

whirl at the polls, After a hard day's work
on electlon day, followed by an all nlght
nesiion o collecting roturns, ‘he <oditor
would bob up screnely at 9 o'clock the next
mworning with his arm full of exchanges and
his mouth full of sugeestions abiout the
paper, the last always pertinent, hut not ns
uniformly agrecable.  His indomitable en-
ergy. 28 uncompromising persistessy  and
Hia invineible pluck were at once the wan-
der and admiration of the office. Carrying
the henvy financial burden of a peper de-
pending alone vpon Its excellonce for popu-
lar support, and fighting its battles sinpgle-
huniled. io the darkest dava he never doubted
Its ultimate success, and hopefully fnoreasod
expenses  with every lncrease of precelpis
Overworked himself, he took his own high
tenslon as the norme of work. and found i
dithealt to understund why gl of his ecm-
ployes conld not endure cheerfully (he same
rincking, Thik mude him often’ very unpleas-
ant as an employer, but it dikelplined his
employes. who found no djificuley elsewhery
in more than attaining the level of work
of other offices.

THE LOCAL POOI BAM,
The city editor wias another Journallstic

"Pooh Bah.' He had no other copy to edit
but his own, and was expocted, with the
ald of “pald locals,” o 01 fHve columns
dally on the fourth page, He whd follglous
#wnd soviety reporter, reflector of the dolngs
of the courts and rallways, dramatio opitie
and aportiog, fire and commorcial editor at
one and the same thne, s dutics began
at & o'clock o the morning when he vom-
to turn in copy for the morning
edition, then printed at 7:80, sod endod
when the pews gave out for the day, In
thier hiterval of from twelve to elghtocn
hours be wus expected to cover, solltary and
alone, the twelve seattered squute miles of
stored and dwellings which ten yedrs ago
comprisod the bulliwick of Omaha The
early mwornlog round began  lmimedintely
after breakfast, It comprised a rapid vinit

to the woroour's and  undertaker's, the
district court, the eounty olerk's oMee to
transeribe (e rosl estute transfers. an in-

torview with all the ety and county officluls,
as briel usually an & soclety call, and a hasty
return 1o the editorial fooms In order to
write up the material gleaned before poot.
Thie iittle Journey was followed at 12 o'elock
by & visit to the depot 1o take in the over-
land westbound traln, to pump the depot
officiels aud o Interview  distinguished
travelers, real or lmagioary. After this
another fiying trip was ade befare 2
v'elovk o the coroner's and court lLouss,

Hosewater's table. On the other side was
the clty aditor’s room, s{milarly situsted
with respect to the rear of the bullding,
and cut off from Hg windows by the job
offlee pmil editorial room of  the Pokrok |
Zepadu, that exeiting Boliemian journal,

shout |

[

contracts |

local pages of The ee the despairing envy
of all competitors, even when they ineluded
such news rustiers as poor Sam Donnelly
of the Herall, Edwards, Miner and Cuddy
of the Republivan, and Kent of the News.
Tom Fitzmuorris was foreman of the news.
room, with seven or cight printers to herd,

l He added to the dutles of cutting up copy,

measuring stelogs and employing and dis-
charging tvpesetters the responsibilities of
edlting telograph, mnking up the forms for
two dally editions eud selecting matter for
und arranging the weekly. His skill as a
head-liner was phenomenal. The most com-
monplace jtem or article, under the glow of
his imagination, appeared garbed in an
attractive hue. On eccasions when the edi-
tors were out and the calls for copy were
loud, e used to rush in desperation lnto the
editortal room, selze the shears amd elip
miscellany by the column, thus usurping the
functions of the pews editor. 1t is only fair
to sy that the poaper never Mercd: by
reason of his Incursions:  Later Fitzmorris
gulned o wide reputavion for The Hee by his
conclse and witty bandling of the depart-
ment of atate and occldental jottings which
were extensively copled throughout the west,
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HERE MEN.

It was a small staff, bhut | doubt If that of
any other newspaper of the country worked
as linrd, was half as ambltious or more
falthful to the Interests of the puper which
they served, There was an esprit de corps
which In gpite of hard times, small psy and
the constant contentions in which the paper
was engaged, bound together the little band
of workers. They were all Bee men to the
buckhone, tried to make its fights their .own
anil felt thot fts Interests were their Inter-
esls nnd its  pevereses (thelr misfortunes.
They fought its battles on “'soft paper’” and
drove in the Une of retreat afterward op
the atreets.  Among themselves and in the
office  they eursed, perhaps, the  Infernal,
driving perslstency of the proprietor, hut
they invariably defended him on the outside,
They unselfishly and manfully did flve men’s
work, each man of them, because they knew
It was necessary in order to keep ahead of
the procession, but they never allowed thelr
prumbling to Interfere with the regular out-
pour of copy. The Bee advanced steadlly,
primarily, of course, beeaguse of the push
and the pluck of ity editor, who was o min
at Ideas, but no less becouse, like a good
general. he gathersd around him a siaff of

Bt

P subordinates who intelligenuy nod faithfully

| s unnlversary.

| vrn

carsied out bis policy.

I venture the assertion that there Isx no
one of the old staff of 1870, wherever or
however he may be engagod today, who does

not feel a sense of personal gratification at
the showlng which The Boe muakes on this
The old building s aban-
doned. In its place rises the largest In
arca and one of the most palatinl newspaper
structures o the world, The old faces no
longer peer anxiously over the battered edl-
Lorfal tables, but in thelr stead younger and
perhaps brighter men direct from editorial
deska the reporters amd writers who serve
up fresh news and virile opinlons. The job
office has long becn consigned to Junk, but
Ita ol manpger, Barry Haskell, a Httle
praver muvhap, but none the less vigorous,
priesidos over the largest, the lightest and
the best arcanged composing room in the
country, The dingy. dirty and hot editorial
den of ten years puo is metamorphosed into
a handsomse parlor with massive  mantel,
inlaid floor, orlentul rugs and elegant furni-
ture; but at the central desk slis today, ns
he did a decade ago, the mainspring of the
establishment, the editor and proprictor,
Mr. Rosewaten, justly proud of the resalts
of years of labor W. E. ANNIN,
Cmahba, June, 1540

o — -

|' THOMAS J, FITEMORNIS,
|

Oune of the First Foremen,

1 bhecame sequalpted with Mr. Hogewater
Lback 1o ‘6% two years before the Journol-
Intic bee buzged ‘round his enrs, when be
mapneged the operating roomn of the Waesl
Unlon, then Jocated o the Hellinan
building. Later, ag manseer of dbe Atlanti
& Pacifie telvgraph 11 Hisplnyud that
faculty for newsgathes hich has silnce
developed and made Lue the euvy of
rivals nnd the admirativn of the profession.
Then, as now. the Western Unlon haid a mo-
nopaly ol the Awwociated preas dispatchos
The rival coppany was U Kecure
the news aond the boys who carrvied wand
fold sheeots between the telegraph office aod
the Herald and Republivan were objoots of
Mr. Rosowater's specinl attention. Hiw in-
ardinate appetite for news was only wgualed
by the fatherly care bestowed upon Ui
boys, aud Lhey soen Jearoed to lovk wpon
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room the editor-ln-chlef was perched on o
box, nervously assaulting white paper. Near
the daor w loceted the famous literary
bureau of e Fronels Troaln, presided
gver by his private secretary, George I
Bemis,  Truin was then laying his plana
to capture the presideney, and The Hee was
chosen as the offivial organ of the prospecs
tive adminlstration.  To the left o tall,
slender youth bent over a printer's cnse,
engaged In a painful efort to decipher
some of Train's abominable Rieroglyphics.
The effort was ovidently a failure, for the
typo exploded a  vigorous, low-necked ex-
pletive and flred  the manuscvipt throtgh
the window, This incident gerved me as an jo-
troduction to Al Sorenson and two dinys’ sule
bing on his ea=e. There was no o eyvide
of luxurious case in the establistiment, The
cditor Jostled with the printers, exchanged
opinions with theo, snd weged them to “pull

out for a phat take” with the ease and
abandon of a veterian lypo.  No partitions
divided the institution Business matters

were disgcussed as readily as polities, and
confldences exehmnged as freely as the soap
box, which served as a lounge for visltors.
There were no olegantly farnlshed rooms
for the staff, becansy there was no stafl,
There were no handsome oaken desks. A
three-logged table wag a Tuxury, and the
washatand, recking with.  the grime and
grease of forgotten ages, was the founda-
tion of many & scorching editorial or a
caustie loeal sensation, Blectrie Hghts were
not thought of tn those dave, Candles were
good. kerosene Immense, The whole foree
from proprictor down aggregated seven, and
they were a hapuy family, o semi-public
debating society, with Mr. Rosewater as
pregiding oflicer

CHANGES

IN TIHE BEE STAFF

Durlng the suceeading elght years the
staff of The Bde consisted of Mr. Rose-
witer aod Al Sorenson,  While the ludi-

viduality and pugnacity of Mr. Rosewater
were conspicuons in the editorial columns,
Mr. Sorenson placed the stamp of orlginnlity,
cnerpy and vigor on the loesl page, and
varned not o lttle of prestige which The
Bee secured as a paper of strong oplnlons
and fresh, crisp npews. Sorenson's vigilanes
and industry did not waver until 1583, when
he suffered defeat as the republican candi-
date for clerk of the district court,  Every
vagrant, bum and crook who had felt the
scorching virus of his pen rose up to wreak
gwoet vengeance, and Jld it to a turn, He
regigned and went to the Republican, but
soon tired of it. He did not find there the
lurge constituency which devoured his ut-
terances in The Bee, Talking to “a vast
wrray of empty bonches” made him weary,
An opportunity offering he returned to Tho
Bee and  displayed slgoual ability In the
onerons position of managing editor.

W. H, Kent took the position of oity
vilitor made vaocant by the resignation of
Surenson in 1881, Koent was o pecullar and
prodific genius.  He possessed the  rare
faculty of wmaking every acgualntones @
feiend. 1o all the town be did pot have an
openn enemy,  He had o gond word for
every one and pothing grieved him wmore
than to be forced by duly to “wrlte up' an

acquaintance,  This quality made him b=
vincible as o pewdgatherer, Hig friends
1&«1'-'1 af reluys of roporters on the routes

and grabbed and beld for o every serap
of news floating around.  He was a phil-
osopher and o vislonmary at the same time.
For many manths he did the entire lpcal
work for both morning and eveniug editlons,
took his lynches on the run apd slept dup-
Ing meal hours on the table,  He recolyved
two men's pay apd did four men's work.
His plan of lfe was w crowd as much
vojoyment as possible into o day, Umited
ouly by the cost By resting only four
hours out of twenty-four he argued thaet
his fifty years of e would equal seventy
years of the average mortal. Ope of Kenl's
great hobbles was an Intecnational rellroad
worges  Bering straits, cdoupecting  Alaska

Lul.-nl Aeln He bLolioved i woas practicable
und suceoeeded o interestiog o number of
local capitalists o the scheme,

LUXURY OF AN ASSISTANT EDITOR.

By 1879 The Beo fully emerged from the
glocm of finencial distresas and indulged in
un aenlstant editor. W, B Auuin, a pale,
dalicate, nervous young mat, was ushepsd
Inte the edilovial den one day and given &
chulr and tabile, The poom wus locited in
the venter of the bollding. The partitions
| were of glags, olegantly frencoed with amoke
| wnel duswt. The editor's rooio fuced the com=
{ posing  roog and the osoupants  recelvod
suph Invigorating alr s Giltered through
priotors’ cases, lmposlng slopes and othere
parapherpalie, Davored with lok, Iye, ete,
The windows of tha den were genprally
rialmedd, enabling the seribos to hear tho
comments of the prioters on the Hterary
eflorts. T eonfeus o o lingering adodration
for the paste ot which stood In mute
digoity oo & tabile. What It lacked o Ju-
terppl decoration B omade up o externpl
atrength and cobesive Havor I knew |ils
1b‘u|:u‘ and respected its tanie.  There were

| fow fivs vn It, becsuse thoy Kuew s power




