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Bix weeks from ground hog day have

elapsed, hot  (his  generons  weather
prophet believes in giving good meas-
ure..

Tt 1s just possible that Kentucky may,
after all, offer the vent for supernbun-
dant Ameriean patriotisimn that has heen
seeking an outlet In Venezuela and in
Cuba.

The talk about ntllizing the endless
letter ¢hain for political purposes secms
to have been nothing but talk. There
are some devices that are too dangerous
for use even in politics.

Douging county Is prepared to con-
tribute the men for the whole repub-
Yean natlonal and siate ticket this vear
pud the Seventh ward is prepared to
§ill all the orders for Douglas county.

The republicans of Nebraska are quite
able to express themselves on the presi-
dentianl question nnd to select their own
delegates to 8t. Louls.  They do not
have to ask anyone in Washington to
name their delegation for them,

Some men are born  great, some
achleve greatness and some have great-
ness thrust upon them. The man who
rung for president on the democratic
ticket this year will in ail likelihood be-
long to the last mentioned class,

There I8 no sound renson why tele-
graph, telephone and electrie light com-
panies should not pay n municipal tax
Mpon, thelr polés in the sfrects of the
elty. « The rights of cities fo Impose
such tax has long been established,

The “Bolters” brigade of the Ne-
braska democracy are proceeding quietly
in their own way with a confident look

- that indicates that the other fellows will
Dbe the ones to do the bolting at the
Chiengo convention If any bolting is
done.

Like Little Bo-Peep’s fabled flock of
wool-bearing anlmals, the comet Is go-
fng home and bringing its tail behind it,
much to the disappointment of some of
our seientific astronomieal enthusinsts
who wanteid to secure a plece of its
caudal appendage as a keepsake.

Ex-Congressman Champ Clark of Mis-
gourl I8 paying up his political debts by
telling the public what a high opinion
he holds of ex-Congressman Bryan., Mr.
Bryan wrote some very complimentary
notices of Mr. Clark about a year ago
aund the account between them I8 now
supposed to stand even.

Canadn will goon be in the throes of
another parlinmentary election and the
wonteat for control of the legislative
shody promises to be most hotly con-
tested, If the Canadians would only
wait a little while they inight have the
opportunity to beneflt by the examples
of our congressional elections.

It is proposed to tax the franchises of
loeal corporations in this city for which
the revenue laws of the state speclfically
proyvide. There Is no doubt that the
fallure to enforce this lnw has resulted
fn great loss to the ecity whose people
have voted away valuable franchizes
upon our streets for the mere asking.
These valuable franchises arve recloned
fn the assets of the loeal corporations
at fabulous fligures,

- — ]

The calls promulgated for district
delegate conventlons in the First and
Fourth congressional  districts  appor-
tlon the representation according to the
Jast vote on republican congressuwen in
these disteicts, or, In other words, ac-
cording to the votes polled by Congress-
men Strode and Halper respectively,
Under whnt authority does the call for
the digiviet conventlion in the Second
distrlet base representation upon the
vote for state treasurer two years ago?

—— |

For twenty yoars the people of Ne-
braska have been compelled to pay ex-
orblitunt prices for haed and soft coal
by reason of excessive and unreason-
able transportation charges, It costs
$4.20 to haul a ton of conl from the
port of Chicago to Omaha, while the
rate on a ton of conl by water route
from Lake Erie poluts to Duluth is 20
oents. It would be worth hundreds
of thousands of dollars to the people
of Nebraska could a rallrond connection
between Omaha and the Zenith City be
hud, by méeans of which lower trans-
portation rates on coal and lumber could
be secured.  Reduced rutes on Ne-
brasks products via Duluth and the
water route to the seaboard murkets
would also fullow the construction of

KESTUCKRT'S DISGRACK.
The events of the last few days In
the Kentueky legimmtare have put a
atain upon the pelitieal record of the
stule
sponsible shonld be held to o vigld ae-
countability by the people.  The free
sllver supporters of Senator Blackburn
are the men upon whom rests the guilt
of having brought about n state of af-
falrs which compelled the governor to
summon the military to protect leglsln-
tors In their rights, preserve the peace
and prevent a tragedy. Seelng the hope-
lensness of re-electing Bluekbnrn by fale

tlong, had recourse to violenee and In-
timidation, hoping therchy to overnwe
the assembly and foree the election of
thelr candidate, As ghown in  the
proclamation of Governor Bradley cnll-
Ing out the milti, an armed bhody of
desperate men had been emiployed by
the sergeantatarma of the gennte for
the purpose of intistidation.  One sen-
ator was assaulted and prevented from
leaving the senate echnmber by these

of the house while the joint assembly
wag In sesxlon and would not allow
him to perform his doties, This Black-
buen erowd Tarthiermore thveatened the
nreest of the governor, on the gronmd
that he had usurped anthority in in-
strneting the  sherll™  to take  s=uch
MEASIHECS 08 WEre necessary 1o proserve
the prepee,

The focts set forth in Governor Brad-
ley's proclamation fully Jostify his ne-
tion In ealling out the militia, for there
o be no doubt that but for this there
wonld have been bloodshed. He re-
fused to tnke this oxtreme course until
the situatlon beeame 80 acutely
dangerons a8 to ke an Imperative
demand  for such action. The elvil
aunthoritics were practically innetive and
no attention was paid to them by the
desperate followers of Blackburn, In
sueh a erlsis innetlon on the part of the
chief  oxeentive  would  Lhave  been
cowardly amnd eriminal, and fortunately
Kentueky has a governor who 18 not
alrald to do hiz doty. Having (he con-
stitutional power (o restrain violence
ad preserve pence, even where legisla-
tors are involved, he has exorcised it
properly and opportunely, and he should
bave the approbation of all good eiti-
zons of Wentucky, as he will of the in-
telligent and unprejudiced judgment of
the country.

The term of the Kentueky legislature
ends today, and its final adjournment
will nndobtedly be a great relief to the
peopld®of the state. It Is not probable
that a succesgsor to Senatar Blackburn
will be chosen. There has been tnlk of
the republienns uniting with the honest-
money demoerats nod electing Seceretary
Carlisle, but it is hardly Nkely that
this will be done. There does not ap-
pear to be any valid reason why the
republicans should do this. Tt would
be a more equitable arrangement for the
democratic opposition to Blackburn to
Join the republicans and elect a re-
publican senator. But it is not at all
probable that elther of these things will
be done.

INSTRUCTIVE FACTS.

The Fobruary statement of imports
and exports Just Issued by the bureau
of statistics makes a favorable show-
Iug as to exports, the inerense for that
mouth over the corresponding wonth of
lust year being reported as amounting
to over 821,000,000, ‘T'hig Is an exeepd-
ingly gratifying exhibit and it is to be
hoped that the enrrent month will make
us good a showing, though that is hardly
to be expected, Exceptionnl conditions
have swelled the demand for American
products vecently, but these are not
likely to long continue in force, so that
a decline in the export movement is
not improbable during the cnsuing
months until after the next harvest.
At any rate It cannot be reasonably
expected  that  the increase made In
February as compared with last yvear
will be kept up, becanse the wants of
the foreign markets will not ndmit of it,
A modernte inerease over the exports
of a year ago may sufely be counted
on for some months, bot nothing ap-
pronching the Incrense of last month,
The aggregate exports of merchandise
for IFebruary were about $14,000,000 in
excess of the lmports for thdt month,
and another interesting faet is that there
wis exported only $2,183,700 In gold
coin nnd bullion, while there was im-
ported $11,500,080,

If this condition could be malntained
it wonld have a most favornble effect
upon the business of the connfry, but
it probably cannot be. Ixpogls may
continue for a time somewhat larger
than Inst year, but Imports are pretty
sure to also increase, whether to an
ecqual  or greater extent than  the
exports It is Impossible to say with
any degree  of  certainty. It may
be  confidently  asserted, however,
that Huropean mannfacturers will con-
tinue to tnke the largest possible -
vautage of the favorable conditions of-
forded them by the existing tarviff and
get all they ean ont of the American
market while these conditlons remain.
T'he fmports of werchandise during Feb-
ruary  amounted 1o over $6:2,000,000,
which was cousiderably larger than for
the corvesponding month of lust year,
and it Is safe 1o say that the amount
for the ecurrent month will  be still
heavier, 1t Is true that the market
has been protiy well stocked up, with
the result that o great many Amgrican
manufactovers have shut down or are
operating thelr mills and fuctories on
short thue, but still the forelgn muanu-
facturers will go on sending thelr goods
to this market. yot the best in the
world, It Is not lkely, therefore, that
so gratifying an exbibit as that of Pel-
ruary will be made In aoy other month
of the current year and It s quite pos-
slble that justead of the trade balance
belug In our fuvor, as it was lust wonth,
it will in the ensulng months of the year
be agalust us.

There I8 nothing in the facts pre.
sented by the burean of statistics from
which the supporters of the existing
tarilf can derive any encouragemvnt,
It remnins true that ander this law,
which at the end of February had been
ln operation o year and a half, the
revenues of the government had falleu

$75,000,000 short of wecting the run-

for wnlch the party mainly re-

menng, the supporters of that senator, | A number of large eaplialists in varfons
wndonbtediy under hig direct Instruc. | parts of the connfry are named as in-

ritflinns, who also seized the doorkeeper |
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ning oxpensce, whils the value of Im-
ports  Incrensed more than ETZ,000000
Jover the preceding elghteen months
Improvement In exports |2 in nowise
due to the tariff, which hng been an
injury to both our agricnitural anmd
manufacturing Interests,

S —
ANOTHER CANAL PRINECT.

A bill hiag bheen introduoesd In congress
to Imeorporate a marithme canal com-
pany, which proposcs to constroct o
ship eanal 1o connect the grent lnkes
with the Atlantic ocean, a slimilar com-
pany having been chartereil in Canada.

corporators of the company, and the

the relief of deguth sufferers among ita
generally progpayrous farming communi-
tlos & not e viewed ns an everlast-
fng blot n[n'up ﬂ‘ﬁ falr name.  Nebraska
I8 no more tedne shonned beennse it had
otie almost ‘YA crop failore slnee it
was settled (Bay are Alsace, Badon and
Wurtemburgdtisi e forever marked be-
cianse they nrg, suffering from the rav.
ages of an vuprecedented flood.

4 - 21 b
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LEADERS  AGAINST THE FIRLD,
AN Precedents Point to the Sneeess of
the Dark Morvae,

Palitimors Bum (ind. -Aem)

It wa wore bound te risk a prophecy eon-
eerning the 8t Louls convention wa shoald
be dispored o donlt whetlier elther McKin-
loy or Resd will have the noeestary number
of delegaten when the oonvention meels to
eArry things in cataract Ia#filon on the first
ballot. It i» & fact worth noting that when-
evor there has beon a contest in a republican
national convention the popular favorite at

SUBIECT T0 STATE TAXES 52 't om it

have canw 1 ntense Indi .thﬂ I“ i
Yo © mi nie En J.". an

o poptilar bellef prevalled that the
winn atthoritles In Corea had same part In
Central Pacific Not Allowed te Hide Be-
bind a Fadoral Charter,

the demuonstration.
The Japaness goveenment & determined

not te be deawn jnte an Inteigue or conteat

over Cures, as there |s a ¥lncere desire to soe

Corea  Independent and free from  foreign

e domination. But Japan will ||mtr::ﬂ=|;:

. seople, and If any overt not ocenra refled

DERIVES ITS POWERS FROM THE STATE Ln lihp Algnity nt,tho conhtey, there will be
| prompt and forcible aetion by Japan, It I8
| beltevesd Japan has already demanded ine-

project contemplates the use of existing
witerways,  Inelnding  the  Welland. |
While every scheme of this Kind of a
feasible charncter is interesting, it is
doubtful swhoether congress will be dis-
posed to glive a charter to a com-
pany which proposes o ke 0
Canadian cannl  in earrying  ont
it projoect, The demnnd of
those who advoeate o ship canal to con-
nect the Inkes with the seabonrd, Is
that the waterway shall be absolutely
Amertean, consteucted  wholly  within
our own domain, and favorable action
has already been taken in the honse
to authorize a sorvey for an American
cannl around Ninghra Falls, It is un-
derstood, furthermore, that the feeling
in congress is very strong agninst turn-
Ing over any business of this kind to
private corporations.  Hence there ape
pears to bhe small chanee of this latest
connl enterprise receiving the endorse-
ment of congress.  Perhaps the time
Is propitious Tor undertikings of this
Kind, there being an abundance of idle
capital available if a falr progpect of
rengonable returns ean be shown, but
the American  people will hardly look
with favor upon any such project that
must be at all dependent upon Canadian
concessions,  That is a requirement In
the proposed cannl scheme that will
probably be fatal to it

WIHAT THE ASSESSORS CAN DO

While it is generally admitted that the
full measure of reform which our in-
equitnble system of taxation demands
is not to be had until we shall have
secured a revision of  our  revenue
Inws, there s  much which ouor
assessors can do in the way of remedy-
ing present defeets if they will only
use their best endeavors to earry out
the spivit and intent of existing law.
As The Bee has time and thine agoin
pointed out, the cowplaints against the
present burdens of loeal taxation are
based not so much on undervaluations
in property assessments as  on  the
valuation of one man’s property at oune-
half Its market worth, of another's at
one-tenth its market worth and the
entire omission of the property of
another. No one will deny that the
assessors could continue as at present
to list taxable property at one-tenth
its renl value and still find enough
taxable property that has hitherto es-
eaped assessment to dounble the total
assessed  valuation of the city and
county.

In view of these facts the coming
meeting of the assessors of Donglas
connty that has been ealled for the
purpose of devising means for prevent-
Ing a recurrence of the abuses of for-
mer yoears, is of the utmost fmportance
to all taxpayers and citizens, If the
assessors will agree upon o uniform
basis of property valuption and will
further agree to list every piece of taxa-
ble property in ihe county, whether
lands, lots, houses, stocks, bonds,
moneys, furniture, bicyeles, sewing ma-
chines or fraochises, they will relieve
themselves of blame for the unsatisfac-
tory condition of our taxing system.
At present the great bulk of the bur-
dens of loeal government is  loaded
upon the shoulders of a comparatively
small body of real estate owners. while
the great  franchised  corporations
stocked and bonded for millions and
the large group of people whose incoime
is derived from personal property either
eseape tnxation altogether or pay upon
an infinitesimal portion of their pos-
messlons.

The assessors chould awnken at once
to the respouosibility which rests upon
them in this matter. The power of our
boards of  equalization  to  equalize
nssessments I8 practically  limited by
Inw 1o the correction of gross errors
of the assessors. If the assessors will
falthfully perform thele full duties there
will be little or no work for.the boards
of equalization. The question is, Will
the assessors do what they ean?

e

It will be with regret that the people
of Omaha will part with the services of
Prof. Homer PP. Lewisy who for over
n dozen years has gulded as principal
the work of the Omaha High school.
Under his direotion the school has not
only Increased o numbers with the In-
erease In population, but, better still,
it has steadily Improved in standard
until It I8 recognized among the best
in the country. The better gequainted
the people become  with  the  vesulis
nehioved by this branch of thelr public
school system. the more will they find
themselves indebted to the services ren-
dered by its head, who Is now about to

retive,
—

The problem Is solved!
the  comet! It was the  earth-
quake!  BEverybody knew  that  the
nnbeard-of and uoprecedented appene-
aneeg of water in the World-Herald
offico lagt week must have been due to
some wonderful freak of nature. o
unusual a “phenomenon®” conld be ex-
pladned only by some equally upusunl
disturbance of the elements.  Now that
its ovlgin has been traced to an earth-
quake the people will quiet their fears,
ussured that the water temptation will
not beset the W.-lL. people except at
very infrequent lutervals,

—_—

Attention s called to the fact chron-
feled in our ecable dispatehes that the
Alsntian Diet hog voted the sum of 100,-
000 mnrks for the relief of the sufferers
from the toods fu the provinee, and the
Diets of Baden and Wurtemburg have
done the samo for the relief of distress
in thely provionees, The fact that once
in its whole Wistory Nebraska was comu-

It wasn't

pelied w appropriate public wmoney for

J\r-w;r-!mz‘:r‘.f_u “he vernclous Tloncoln
donrnnl, the deposed stownrd of the
Grand Isiand Soldiers’ home ascribes
his ejection i’ that institution to the
report which had reachedd members of
the Board of Control that he had been
seen tolking to “that notorlous legisla-
tive lobbylst, Captain H, B, Palmer of
Omahn." This putation upon his chiar-
acter the ex-stoward Indignantly  re.
sents. He firmly asserts that he hos
not even an acqualntance with that oh.
Jectionable personage, leaving the -
pression that if the charge were true
it wonld, in his opinion, have beon am-
e grounds for his dischnrge, We think
ont Lincoln contemporary owoes it to
the public to unravel the tangled situn-
tion In which it has placed the charne-
ters In lts story.

If it be true the council hns adopted
a policy which shall insure eaveful de-
liberation in the passage of ordinances,
somebody i entitled o congratulntions.,
The disposition to railvond mensures
through the conncil has long been mani-
fest.  When ordinanees have not been
wholly bad they have mnny times been
defective and ill-considered. A sgense
of responsibility in olty legislation has
been too often lacking in membors of
the council.  The new plan, if adopted,
will be highly beneficial in all respects.

The weekly table of bank elearings is
the most sensitive barometer of trade
conditions presented for the conslidera-
tion of business men and the public
generally. Last week it indicated an
Inerease over the corresponding week
last yenr of 40.8 per cent—un most grati-
fying proof of a revival of business in
this eity.  With the heavy snow of the
week and the consequent improvement
of country trade the volume of busliess
will donbtless continue to show a lnrge
increase,

Seeret of Menl Diplomney,
Nrw York Sun
The trouble about
in this country, Is that, 1lke our own Mr.
Bayard, he hae ‘not mastered the diffieult
?hr;. of making speeches without saying any-
ng. t

The ;'l!“l_]n[t of Lemly.
Chicitga Tribune,

Aldermanic records are broken by a mem-
ber of Omaha's municipal council. Alder-
man Lemly UOeeded his property to Mrs.
Lemly, ran off with the serving girl, Joingd
the Coban inshirgen}s, and sent in his resig-
nation as councllinan. The resignatipn
demonstrates fis imsanity.

Blue Grass Dellberation.
[Cadtier-Journal,

One of the tfire-eating Kentucky senators
bounced up yesterday and shouted that the
Kentucky senite was a deliberative body.
It 18! it is! The Kentucky senate, as well
as the Kentucky house, is almcst as much
a deliberative, body as it would be if its
I:'Iel'{lhgl_‘i_hi]l were eonfined to Spandsh stu-
dents. ., ' : .

———
Settling n Troublesome Question.
Chicngo Chionicle,

As If we had not other troubles enough, an
intpportune eensational writer has ralsed
arew the old question, “DIid Marshal Ney
di¢ In the United States?” He did not. He
wao shot and killed at Parls December 7,
1815, placing his hend over his heart and
telling the platton of soldlers detalled as
excoutioners, “IPlre here,' His death was
Instantaneous and prevented his emlgration
to the United States.

e
Eud of the Spy System.
Chicago Tribune.

The action of the house of representatives
In dealing a deathblow to the spy system
Inangurated last summer In the Postoffice de-
partment will mest with general approval.
It was never anything but vexatious both to
the department and the men, and in no con-
slderable number of cases has it proved of
any value in Deltering the service. The
principle of secrot. esplonage employed was
obnoxious to everybody, and the most petty
delinquencles, excusable in nearly every in-
stance, were the only fruit of the system.
In so far as the proJect was designed for the

benefit of the public it was discredited from !

the beginning, The logle of the plan would
have required an endless chaln of sples to
inspire any confidcee in their fidelity, and
even then the average citizen would nceepl
the statement of his own letter carrier as
agalnst the combined testimony of the men
sot Lo wateh him. The results have shown,
what the opponents of the syatem claimed,
that the eagerness of the sples to prove their
geal brought out charges notable both for
thelr number and wealness. The carriers
were tormented, the public disgusted, the
aples dincredited, and the department made
ridiculnus,
e

ELHCTING SENATORS,

The Present System a Fruitful Source
of Scandnl nnd Corruption.
Chicago Record, ;

There have been fewer tangles in statle
kegislatures the presant winter over the
election of United tSales senators than has
been usuul of recent years, Kentucky fur-
nishes the most notable Instance, but the
situation there shows aggravating compllca-
tions that make perfoctly evident the die-
advantages of the present system of choos-
ing senators. The session of the legislature
in nearly over, and, very likely, no senator
will have been chosen when the body ad-
Journs sine die, Thus Kentucky will be de-
prived, for the time being, of one-half her
ropresentation in: thd upper house of con-
grecd, In addition Kentuoky has been de-
prived of the hecefits supposed to accrue
from a sesslon, of the legialature, for the
time of that bpdy §» largely wasted, ss far
as leginlation §u ccpncerned, while a sena-
torial fight s pending.

Turning from. Kentucky we find that at
the present ll}:tw Delaware has only ong
reccgnized senglor,, the legislature of that
state having adjoupned after a bitter con-
tect, leaving If, questicnable as to whether
a successor () Sehator Higging bhas been
olocted, The |gaturu of Washington,
Montana and bming spent many weeks
not long ago I&ltrull.lnu struggles over
senatorships, with the result that all three
of these stoted’ wert without one-half their
representation ‘IE_ the senile for two years,
Expensive and®fFrithting contests of ke se-
verity, though "flot"ao barren in results, are
Common. al aiil

The influenedd of lwealth and political  In-
trigue In securmg ‘Seats in the senute under
the present sysiom has caused many to
favor a diffenddts mothod of eelection, It
in addition, stkres frequently are to remaln
without represensation. and the whole time
of legislative pessions {8 to he devoled to
frultless contests, It  becomes & serious
question If the agitation for a change of
system of choosing eenntors ought not to be
taken up seriously.

the Spanish minister |

- would be found full of waves of

the commencement of tha ballting has al-
wiyn fafled te carry off the nominatiop. If
the nomination of Blalne over Arthur In 1884
Il pointed to as an exception, i oan be falrly
Answered that the conditisns {hen were nhnor-
mal, and have no parallel in (hosme of 1894
Thus in 1860 the {riends of Mr. Seward of
New York confidently clalmed o, Advanes
(it he wonld secure the prise on the Ars!
biallot, Nearly all the politielana (hmight mo
Horace Greoley, who stontly opposed Seward's
nomination, nevertheless telographed o e
newapaper the night before Lincoln's nomina-
tion was made, that Ssward was mure to e
the choloe, heeanse the field wan ton much
split up and could not be combintd agninm
him. In that conventlon there were 466
votes, which were divided on the firsl ballot
betwoen twelve candidates, Seward, on the firat
ballot, led all the reot with 137 voltea and
on tho stcond ballot his column Inereased 1o
184% votes, He only needed Aty more voley
to have nominated him, but on the third bal-
lot the whole fleld conecntrated on Lincoln;
«td Thurlow Weed, who had managesd Sew-
atd’s canvass, nactually wept in mort!fied
amazement, as Lincoln's nomination was an-
nounced.

Again, In 1876, at Cincinnatl, Dinine was
Just where MeKinley and Reed expect to be
thile time. There were 756 votew In thal con-
vention, and Blaine started with nearly 309
of the 370 wvotes necessary to a choice, but
on the seventh ballot the fleld combined on
Hayes and another favorite was beaaten,
More dlscouraging still for the MoKinley
faction, and hardly less o for (he Reed fac-
tion, la the record of the Chicago republican
canvention of 1580, In that body there were
again 766 delegates, and 279 voles were again
necessiry to a  cholee, For fully three
months before it mel the Grant men had de-
clared thelr confidence in the nomination of
thelr favorite, either by acelamation or on
first ballot, But when the convention met,
though the Grant managers claimed to hiave
more than enough votes to nominnte, Lhere
woere a large number of disputing delegn-
tidns, and there was the question of the unit
rula nlso to b ecttled, The committse on
crodontials was. organizod against Grant,
the Blaine forces and tha field uniting to do
B0, All the contests were declded agninat
Grant and the unit rule was smashed. That
took away from the Grant column enough
vales Lo make the first ballot undecisive and
Grant recelved only 304 votes agalnzt 284 for
Blalne, The memorahle thirty-six roll ealls
of the #tates proceeded, When L was all
aver the two leading favorites had Killed each
other off, and the fleld, as usual, had named
another man—Garfield,

Thera 1lg much Insiructlon, but very little
encouragément In thess historical facts for
the ardent boomers who are just now so
confident that MeKinley and Resd will be
the only aliernatives this year at St. Louls,
Unless all the precedents are broken, neither
of them will be o it when the fight Is over.
And it i{s true of the national econvention
contests, as of other things, that the best
laugh 15 the one that is justified by the last

ballot.
——————
THE OHIO MONEY PLANK.

Chicago Times-Herald (rep.): Their
(Ohlp republicans) financial plank {8 not
sitisfactory, either to gold standard men or
to the free sllveriles, It is neither Aesh,
fish nor fowl.

Hartford . Conrant (rep.): The present
Ohlo Idea la that the St. Loule conventlon,
while net letting go of the sound money
vote, should try to hold on to the sllverites
with the old "We favor bimetalllsm®
equivocation. In the long fight against In-
flation and repudiation Ohic has usually been
u follower rather than a leader.

Chicugo Paost (rep.): If the X ray could
be applled to the Ohlo financlal resolition It
would probably be found to be absolutely
diaphanous, And If the same process were
applied to the mind of whoever wrote that
resolution it is equally probable that this
laughter
vover the universal attempt to construe some-
thing out of nothing.

Cinelnnatl Commereial (rep.): The fres sil-
ver men have foreed the silver ssue, and the
ropublicans of Ohio ought to have met it
rquarely—as squarely as Abraham Lineoln
met the lssue of slavery. And they didn't
ds It. They adopted words which are con-
feszedly amblguons; adopted them because
they were ambiguous, We hope the natlonal
conventlon will do better,

New York Advertiser (rep): Not even the
mozt captions and distrustful of single, gold
standard men can find exception to this
plain, frank, unequivocal utterance. It
demonstrates that the party which brought
the union out of the #lsugh of cheap money
to the solid rock of specle payments (8 in-
flexibly loyal to that record. Ohio has
gpoken, Let the republicanism of other
western commonwenlths be equally cour-
ageous and conslstent.

Philadelphin Ledger (rep.): In view of Mr.
MeKinley's double dealing with regard to the
financial question he should not be nominated
at 2t. Louis, The cholce of the republican
convention should be one that the republican
party ean unreservedly, heartily support, and
no one who In the gouth bids for the dishon-
est meoey vote, and in the north the honest
money vote—Janud like, facing both ways—
is fit to he the standard bearer of the repubs
lican party in the coming presidentinl cam-
palgn.,

Philadelphin Inquirer (rep.): When the
platform considers the money question it is
not stralghtforward. THhe national plank of
four years ago concerning money nepds an
X ray to penetrate ity meaning. Tha silver
people Interpret it one way, the honest
money advocates another. It was hoped that
Ohio, with a promivent candidate for the
presidency, wonld make a careful and de-
liberate declaration. It has done notling
of the sort. It contends for honest
money, but it lenves the door open to the
same old controversy. If an international
agreement cannot be had It demands gold
and sllver “under such restrictions and such
provisions, to be determined by legislation,
as will seoure the malntenance of the parity
of values."” Thia I8 not honest, because it
is meaningless. -

——— e
PIERSONAL AND OTHERWISE,

The lap of spring has been losing the con-
fidence of the public of late years

Ax a promoter of wind eolle, Kentueky
legislators outclass the modern prize fNghter.

In presidential races, as In the other Kind,
the runner that leade the fleld in the firet
gquarter may fall bebind In the homestretceh.

In & blographical sketeh of her father, the

Deoldes thnt Californin May Cols
lect o Franchise Tax Despite
the Nptlonnl Charter,

WASHINGTON, March 16 -<Chief
Fuller in the United Stales supreme court
handed down the deelsion of the court In the
eases of the people of the state of California
agnins the Central Pacifle and the Southern
Pacifia Hallway ecompaniea involving the
tight of the state to tax the {ranchiscs of
thomse roads,

The ralltoad companies realated taxation
on the ground that thelr franchises wers de-
rived from the oatlonal goverament as wall
a# [rom the state authorities and were lnsep-
arable. Tha court declded against this view,
bolding that the rallway companies owe thelr
exlstence as corporations to the state and
that they are subjeet to the state laws In the
respect of taxation. The chief justice sald
the state franchises never had been morged
in the federal franchises and they woere as
legitimately subject to taxation as the road-
beds of the companies,

Justice Fleld read a dissenting oplolon.
Ho mid the position taken In the majority
oplulon was absurd and untenable,

Justice Harlun also dissonted from (he
opinion of the courl. The dissenters held
the franchises to be derived from the United
States, and that the mortgages upon the
roads held by the government were the
property of the national government, and
therefore not subject to state taxation.

The supreme court today reversod the de-
cislon of Judge Maxey of tho Texas federal
eourt In the case of Consul Ornales of Mox-
leo, asking for the extradition of eertain
men elalmed to be eéngaged In the Garcla
Insurrection of 1801 and 1802, The supreme
court declslon has the effest of holding
them subject to extradition, Chlef Justice
Fuller read the oplnlon of the court.

JAPAN WILL nHOLD s OWN.
Not Disposed to Yield Any of Recently
Aculred Prestige.

WASHINGTON, March i6.—BEvidences of
great activity, political and commerecinl, In
the affairs of Japan, China and the countries
of the far east come to the legations here.
As a result of Japan's prosperity, brought
about by the sucoesses in the war with
Chinn, that country has determined not only
to cnlarge her navy, but alsp to establish
commercial steamship lloes connecting the
United States with Japan. The Japan Steam
Navigation company Is preparing to enter
this new field, running between San Fran-
cloco and Yokcohama, In competition with the
Pacific Mall and ths Orlental and Occldental
lines now controlling this trade. An ims
portant consideration in projecting the new
Jupanese line has been that of rallway con-
nection east from San Francisco, but In the
event of a determination of the Pacific rall-
ways mot to give the same rites as those
glven to the old steamship lines, which are
branches of the rmlways, It is said the Jap-
anese company, supported by ample subsidies
from the Japanese government, will be pre-
pared to run at a loss in order to establish
a foothgld. New stenmers are to be built
and the representative of the company has
recently passad through Washington on his
way to contract for the shipe. two of which
probably will be bullt In this country and two
in England, They will be of 6,000 to 8,000
tons burden and a speed of several knots
greater than the ships now Jn the Paclfie
service,

There appears to be little fiurther doubt
that two of Japan's new war ships will he
built in the United States, and, although the
tontracts have not been let, the indications
are that the Cramps of Philadelphia will
bulld one and the Unlon Iron works of San
Franclsco the other,

The Japanesa Parllament has passed the
naval appropriation bill glving $20,000,000 for
the single item of new war ships. As this
will cover only the first year's payments
the aggregate expendituras on the incresged
navy promiscs to be very large during the
several years that vessels are under con-
struction, Representatives of the American
ship building firms are at present in Japan,
thue marking a new departure in the Amerl-
can bullders seeking to place thelr ships
abroad. Heretofore the Armstrongs and
other large English shipbullders have been
the only ones representea at the foreign
capitals. The Japanese cabinet is strongly
favorable to the American bullders, although
the Japanese naval officers having been
trained in English schools favor Lthe English
buildera.

Events in Corea have ocaused Intense ox-
cltemant in Japan of late, g0 much so that
the emperor prorogued Parliament in order
to allow the popular feeling to subside, The
condition In  Corea s eritienl and may
bring serious results at any time, The king
continues to occupy quarters at the Russian
legation at Seoul on the plea that his life
15 in danger, A sensationnd climax came
recently when a mob representing the ele-
ment favorable to the king selzed two of the
cabinet minlsters thoughty to favor the
Jupanese and chopped off their heads.. At
the same time three Japanese were killed,
one of them a Japaness peddler, being liter-

Jumtice |

Eupreme Conrt of the United States | gomnity for the oulrages at Seoul, but the

[

possibilities of a erinin have been most Ime=
portant an affecting Hussia and Japan, rathep
than Japan and the little middle kingdom.

Morton Mast Purehase Secds,
WABHINGTON, March 18.—~The senate
joint resolution directing the secretary of
periculture to purchase and distribute seeds,

| bulbs, ete., as has been done In preceding

yoars, has become o law without the prosis-
dent's slgnature, the resclution not having
bean telurned to congress within the conatls
tutional ten days' limit,  Secretary Morton
refused to carry out the oll Inw and vigors
ously opposed the passage of the prosent
mandatory act,

Foavors the Arid Land 10
WASHINGTON, March 16-~The house
commitlen on irrigation of ard lands today
decided to report favorably the bill introduced

by Mr. Herman, chalrman of the committee,
providing for the conveyanes of arld lands
to the states and terrltorler,  Thiz land
Is to be dispossd of to settlers In small hold«
Ings and the money thus obtained to be yaed
:n the reclamation of the remainder of Lhe
ands.,

Did Not to Into Dry Dock.
WASHINGTON, March 16.—A telegram
recelvid at the Navy department today from
Port Royal, 8. €, announced that the bat-
tleship Indlana did not go Into dry dock
this morning owing to lack of sufficlent
water over the entrance.

Conditon of the Trensury,
WASHINGTON, March 16-—~The state-
ment of the conddition of the treasury showes:
Available cash  balance, $260,192,065; gold
reserve, §137,930,136.
- -
THE SMILE MAKERS,

Chicage Tribune: “You must take betiee
care af your lungs, mudam,” sald the phy-
slelan, “"Learn to breathe with deep, full
Inspirationa. "' ’

“1 don't see how I can, doctor,” anewered
the caller. “We live In a Nat.”

Indianapolls Journal:  “Did you go Into
sm.'l‘vt)' 'ill Philadelphin '
“Yea,'

“Amnd how do llwf kill_tlme there?”
“They don't kil it. They just sit down
nanil walt for It to die a natural death.'”

“hilndelphian  Record: **Thou hast a
pratty wit,” quoth the manarch,

“Aye, and n dry humor,” replied the
{n-nlt«r. Whereupon the king pushed the
ulton.

Washington Star: It Is sad,” sald one
girl, **that so many men nowadays have
n great deal more money than brains.”

“Yeu," slghed another; "and so little
money at that.™

Home Journal:  Spratts-Miss Elder ia
miuch older than I thought,
Hunker—Impossible!
Spratts—Well, 1 asked her if she had read
Edop's Pables, and she sald she read them
when they first came out.

Chicngo Record: Extract from woman's
club proceedings:  “Many a man who goes
to bed with Insomnia becomes a cataleptio
the minute the baby begines to cry,

Detroit Free Presa: @ Mr, Askin—My pre-
clous one, will you share my lot?
Prgelous One—~I8 there 4 mortgage on L7

Chicago Post: Agent—Can't
burglar alnrm in your house?

Lady—No, we don’t need it,

Agent—But—

Lady--No, I mean it; the family across
the strect walches Lhe place so closely that
even a  burglnr couldn't get In without
belng seen!

PINK POSTERS I'OoR PALE POETS,
New York Press.
A pullhl poet pored
O'er a pretty parngon;
He preened it and he pared It
And he pleced the padding on.
Then he put a price upon ft
And a palnter pnle and queer,
ald to paint It on a poster
For a pork-packing peer.
S | TR
FORTUNE TELLING.

I put =

Clinton Scollnrd In Harpet®s Dazar,

When on the graln was summer's Id,.

And blue was summer's sky, Ko,
Wao went to have our fortunes told,

A witching maid and I,
The gypay slbyl geemed uncouth

And welrd to ook upon,
And yet for each of us in sooth,

A merry tale she spun.

Mine was a kindly horosocope;

I heard my birth above

Hud hung the happy star of Hope,

Tha lambent stur of Love,

The #tar of Love that bringeth bliss,
I learned, #till shed 1ig glow.

Much more the sihyl gaid, but this
Was all I eared to know.

Then Into Sylvia’a slender hand
1 saw the ByvDEY Doer,

And words T longed to understand
Were whisperad In her ear;

Whila on her cheek n blush had birth
That spread In rosy fire,

As when the winter-wakened earth

Feels spring's divine desire.

We left behind the gypsy old,

And ‘nesth a dusky pine

Agnin was that falr story told

That _ended, *“Bweel, be mine!”
Then 8ylvin, the rogulsh-eved,
Lonughed in her winning way;
"That's what," triumphantly ﬂlu- eried,

“The gypsy said yvou'd say!

poet, Miss Alles Loogfellow saya that an
unpald bill weighed on him like a nightmure, |

Spain s preparing to send 60,000 m(-rul
troops to Cubi—not that she expeotn to fight f
any great battles there, but yellow fever
time is coming on.

Signor Carmine of the new Ttalian eabi.
net has charge of the department of posts
and telegraphs, Instead of the war port.
follo. This is & concession to the modern
method of waging windy wars,

General Miles I» in constant receipt of
letiers asking for his latest photograph, and
there is hardly a square mile on the globe
from which he has not been al svine Ume
or other besought for his awtograph.

The acceptance by the prince of Wales of
an hoporary moembership In & New York
¢lub 1o restore the happiness of swelldom,
somewhat shaken by the bounce of Dunraven
The Chollys are now it lberty to turn up
thele trousers when rain falls o “deah ol
Lunnop.**

Highest of all in Leavening Power.— Latest U, 8. Gov’t Report

Roval

Baking
Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE

“Will you," the

The love

spring suits,

and link cuffs is very swell,
mand,
Young men always welcome

oung mian boldly erled
| .f will you b my wife?
y ko, oy, roplion:
“Notoo yoar uatural [ife.”
Had this master purchased his wearing apparel of
us this would have never occurred, for we can make a
youngster or young man irresistible in one of our new
We are having an opening this week and
are showing a very choice selection of reefer, sailor,
2-piece and 3-piece suits, in many qualities and colors,
besides some very dainty neckwear and shirt waists.
That Srecrar shirt waist of ours with two collars

Mothers and children are especially invited,

Browning, King & Co.,

Reliable Clothiers, Furnishers and Hatters,
S, W. Cor. 15th and Douglas Sts,

and already is in great de-

at




