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one quality 1o he

(Cotrtriahl, 1A, Ty
Hickory B8am necded but

rept. He should have Poen an  armand

rd e wan & blustering bragear!i, al-!
wmays boasting of the men he had ninin, 1
the oads he imd contended against, filled with
Sories of hie own valor, but alas’ he sho
straleght and rarely misrad uniess he Was |
dronber that usaal, 1t would have besn de
fightiul W owell how thils unmitigated raffan

had heon held up by some Innocett tenderfoot
from Lhe s and wnle to dance at the muz-
e of some and dalntily
menied rovalver, for this lovd-mounthed hinw
bard seemed just the man to fiinch whe
duneet confronted him, but, sad to say, there
war nothing of the white feather about Hick-
ory Sam, for he feared nelther man nor gun
por any oombination of them. He was as
ready to fight & dozen as one, and onee had
actualiy held up the United States army st
Fort Concho, beating a maseriy retreat back

guite new oTnn

real

ward with his face to the foe, holding n
tronp In check with his twn geven-shobtors
that seemed to polut In every direction at

onve, naking every man in the company feol,
with a shiver up hisx back, that he individu-
ally was "covered” and wonld be the firet to
drop If firing actoally began.

Mickory Sam appearcd saddonly in Salt
Tdek and speedily made good his elaim 1o be
the bad man of the disirict. Some old-timoers
disputed this arrogant contention of Sam's,
but they did not live long enough to main-
taln thelr own well carned reputations as ob-
Jectionuble citigene. And =0 Hickory Sam
relgned supreme In Sdlt Lick, and every one
in the place was willing and eager to #tand
tresit to fam or to drink with him when 1n-
viteld,

Bum's chiel place of resort In Salt Lick
win the Hades saloon, kept by Mike Davlin.
Milio had not originally Intended this to be the
title of his bar, but hadl first named It after
a Hitle Haguor cellar he kept in his early
days in Philadelphin, ealled *“The Shades '™
but gome cowhoy humorist, particular about
the oternal fithess of things, had scraped
ou¢ the letter “8," anil sa theisign over the
door had been allowed to remgin,  Mike did
not graumble. He had in Phitadelphia taken
a keen interest In polities, but an unex-
pected spaEm of clvie virtub having over-
takon that city some years belfore, Daviin
hud been made a victim and he was foreed
to leave suddenly for the west, where there
wrere no polittes, and where & man hundy
at mixing drinks was loocked upon as a boon
by the rest of the community. Mike did not
grumble when even the name “Hados”
failed to sntisfy the boys in their thirs for
approprinte nomenclature, and when they
took to calling the place by a shorter and
torssr aynonym, beginuing with the s=ame
letter. he made no objection. Mike was an
adagtive man, who mixed drinks, but did not
mix 'n rows. He pratected himsellf by not
keeping a revolver and by admitting that he
conld not hit his own saloon at twenty
yards' distance, A resldence (n the qulet
clty of Philadelphia i& not conducive to the
nimbling of the trigger Onger. When the
bovie In the exuberance of thelr epirits be-

giun to shoot, Mike promptly
ducked under his counter andl
waited tin the clouds of moke
rolled by. He =ent n a b'll for broken
glass, bottles, and the damage generally,
when his guests wers sober agnin, and his
acoounts were never disputed and always
pald Mike was a descrvedly popular oiti-

gon In Salt Lick and might easily have heen
elocted to the United States congress it he
had dared to go cast agein. But, a: he
himsclf sald, he was out of politics.

It wius the pleasant custom of the cowbovs
of Duller's ranch to come into Salt Lick on
pay days and cloge up the towi. Thesa
poriodical visits diid little harm to any one,
ant sepmed to be productive of much amuse-

ment for the hoye They rode at full
gullop through the one sgiroet mf the place
Nke a troop of eavalry. yelling at the top

of thelr volees and brand'shing their Weapons,
The first rald through Salt Lick was merely
a warning. and all peaceably inclined in-
habitants took it as such, rotiring forthiwith
%0 the secluglon of their homes,  On ther
return trip the boys winged or lamed with
unerring nim anyone found on the strest,
They seldom killed a wayfarer; if a fatality
ensted 1t was usually the resuit of accldent,
and mueh to the regret of the boys, who al-
waye apologized hondsomely to the surviving
relalives, which expression of regret Wwus
generally rveceived In the amleable splirit
with which it was tendersl, There was nons
of the rancor of the vendetta in these litte

encounters; It a man happened  to he
Blottad out, It was his  ili-dueck,  that
Wi all, and thore wns rarely

any thought of roprisal. This perhaps wis
lurgely due to the fuet that the community
wyils a shifting one, and fow had any near
rolatives about them, for although the wvie
tim might have friends, they geldom  held
him in such estéeem as to be willing to take
up his quarrel whed thers was o bullet hole
throagh him.  Relatives, however, are often
more difficult to deal with thansare frlends,
fn cases of sudden death, and thix faol waon
yocagnized by Hickory Sam, who, when e
was compellad to shoot Lhe younger Holt
brother in Mike's ssloon, st onee went, al
somie persanal neoiivenisnce and nssussinated
the elder before John Holt heard the Dews.
As Sam explainced to Mike when he returned
with. John Holt, hut

Be had no quarrel
merely killed him in the Iutorests of peace,
gor he would have been certain to draw

and probably shoot severnl citizens when he
hoard of his brother’'s denth, bieeause, for
some unexplained reason, the brothers were
fond of each other,

When Hickory Sam war comparatively new
to Salt Lick he altowed the Duller's raneh
gAng o closo up the tuwn without opposition.

———

M8 TOO LATE TO TALK,” YELLED SAM

3t was thelr ewstom when the caplial of
Quyute counly had been closed up te Lhelr
satisfaction to adjours to Hades and there
Blow lo thelr hard carned galns on the Hguer
Mike furnished. Thoy also added to the
decorations of the suloon ceiling. Beveral
conboye had a gift of twirling their Win-
chister repealing riflua around the forefinger
and ficlng 1t ax the fAyieg mdedde momen-
tarily pointed upward. The man who vould
put the most bullets withio the snallest
space in the roof wan the expert of the ue-
easion and didn't have to pay for his drinks,

Piis exhibition might have made many
a man quall, but W bad ne efect on Hickory
Sam, who leaned against the bar and specred
at the show ax ohild's play.

“Porhaps you think you can do i1, ecried
the chawplon. 1 bet youw the driuks you
can't’

“1 don't have to,” sald Hickory Sam, with
the cabm digolty of a dead shot.  “1 dun’t
have to, hut 1’0 tell you what T ean do,
1 can nip the heart out of & man with this
Bhere gun,” showing his soven-shootor, ‘‘me
a-standing o b1 here and he o coming out
of the bank.” For Salt Lick being a pro-
gressive town, had the Coyote County bank
aome distance dowa (he street on the ojp-
posite side from the saleon. “'You're & llar"
yoared the chomplon, wherenpon all the boys
grusped thelr guns and were on the look-
Ut far troubie.

llickory Sam merely laughed, strode to the
door, threw It opoh and walked out to the

middle of the deseried thoroughlare. “I'm
& bud nan fram Wiy Baok,"
f yelled at  the tp  of hils
Noive. “I'm the toughost cuss in  Coy-
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clarod iy
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thite to Do calleéd greasers WAR an invalt not
ts b hot \ coprhoy despines o Mexlean
mImost & Apers v Indine With
a mMoul-ler (e fiftesn wers out aof
the ealoor thele horssx like a
elome They it down the street ke a
tarnado, whesllug about same distance below
the temporarily closcd bank, and charg ne
up again at full galiop, Mringdn the Airsetion
t Hickory Sam, whe was crouching bein

at emipty whisky barrel in front of thy ke
lvon with a “gun™ In elther hand

Sam made gool his eontention by nipping
hesrt of the champlon when oppowite the
bank, who pluaged forward on hie face and
threw the cavaleads intn confasion. Then
Sim stood up, and, regardiess of the soatter-
¢ whots, fired with both revolvers, killing
the foremost man of the troop and a'anghter-

ing three horses, which instantly changed
the charge Into a rout. He then retired to
Haden and barrleaded the door. Mike was

nowhere to be seen.
But the boyx knew whet they lhind enough

They matde no attack on' the saloon, bt
picked up their dead, and, thoroughly sabesed,
made thelr way, much more sfowly than
they came, Lack to Ruller's Rarnch

Whon It was evident that thiy had gone
Mike cantlously emarged from lis place of

retlrement, as Sam was vigorou=ly pounding
on the bar, threatening that if a drink were
fnot fartheoming he would go aronnd behind
iid Help himeelr,

‘' oa law and order man, by ——'' he
expinined to Daviin, “and I won't have no
toughs from Buller’s Ranch close up thin
town and interfere with commercs Bvery
man has got to © ect the constitution of
the United States az long as my gBun can
Bark, vou bet your Wre.”

Mike hurriodly admitted that he was per-

feotly right, and asked him what he would
have, forgetting In hiz agitation that €am
tock ones thivg only and that cne thing
straight

Next day old Buller himoglf came in from

1 thes aturdy besring of ons wha has his quar
| ! o] Just, andt who hesides can plerce the ace
epot o m card ten yards further away than

any other man in the county
Ruller came riding wp the sireet A
calmiy as if he were on MWe own ranch
| When almost within range of Sam's pistol
A man ralsed both s abave h'a
hepd, letting the roing fall on Lhe horso's
wl In this extraotdindary attitude he rode
Aard,  the amaz syl of the orowd, a
i ovident reassment of Sam
I a i ol th 14 man shouled
& t L talk this thing over and t
. f
It 1 \ far talk,” yelled Sam, Infurl
&1 nt *he prospect of m i viotim
after all, *“"Pu ot gun, old man, and
I bavep't g3t a gut me snid
fialler stil) advancing, and still holding up
| Lig Hands
| That's trick playved out” shouted Bam
Ninging vp hWis right band and ficlag
{1 . 7T oll man, with hands abave hig liead,
| 1raned siowly forward ke 4 falling tower
then pitelied hend feremost from  his hryree

to the ground, where he lay withoul a strug
,JI.'.E“. tace down and arms spread oul,
. Groet ax was the fear of the d=sperado, an
| Involuntary ery of horfor weil up from the
| erowd. KiNing 18 all right and proper in i
way, by the shooting of an unarmed man
who voluntarily held up his hands and hept
them up, was murder, even on the plaing.

Sam looked savagely around lim, glaring
at the erowd that sheank away from him, the

| kmoking pixtol hangipg muzzle downward
| fro his bands

I “1t'salla triok. He had a shotting Iran in
| hig boot., 1 eee the butt of It sticking out.

Thut's why 1 fired.’
Yl onot saving nothin',' satd Mike, ax the

| ferce glance of Hlckory rested on him,
| Taln't any affair of mine'

[ “Yes it |&' cried Hickory.

|

"Why, 1 didn't have nothin® to do with It,"”
stod the saloon keeper,
. but youw've got somethin’

\ prote
o to do with

it now, What did we olect yon coroner fur,
I'd ke to know? You've got to hustle
aronnd and ‘panel your Jury an® bring in a
vordiot of accllental death or somethin' of
that sort. Bring any =sorg kind of verdiet
that'll Eave Lreouble ih futdrs, T belleve in
law and otder, 1 do, an’ 1 like to seo things
one regular.’’

YHut we didn't have no Jury for them cow-
buyn, =ald Mike

awaell, cowboys io differsnt, Tt idn't &
mueh matter about them. Still it'd oughter
been done oven with cowhbys If we were
mare'n half civilized, Notkin® Hke havin®

thinigs dane on the record straight and =hip
phape. Now same o' you fellows help me in

-

RAISED A

NO ONE

nis ranch to meeif anything could be done
pbout the lntest affray. It was bad enough
to lbse two of his best herdsmen in & foolinh
contest of this Kind, but to have thres
trained horses killed ag well was disgusting
Buller had bgen one of the boys himself in
hin younger days, hut now, having grown
wealthy in the cattle business he wa# anxions
to sce olvilization move westward with strides
a Mttie more tapld than it was taking. He
made the mistake of appealing to the sherill,
apr If (hat worthy man could be expected for
the small malary he reeelved to attempt 1o
arrest so dead n shot as Hickory Sam. Be-
¢ides, as the sherift quite correctly pointel
out, the boys themselven had been the ag-
prossors fn the first place, and if fAlteen of
them could not take cara of one man behind
an empty whisky barrel they had hetter re
main peacenbly at home in the future, and
dn thefr pistol practice in the quiet lnocuous
retirement of a ghooting gallery. Tiey surely
couwld not expeot the sirong arin of the law In
the porson of a peaceably minded shoriff to
reaell out and pull their chestnuts from tho
fite, when #everal of them had already burnt
thelr fingers, and when the ehestnute shot
snd drank as straight as Hickory Sam.

Puller finding tho execullye portion of the
Jpow slow wnd raluclant to moye, cougmi aldvice
fiom his own lawyer, the one disciple of
Coke-upon-Littleton  In the place, Tln:
Inwyer doubted if there was #hy legal
vemedy In the then eondition of sociely
sround Salt Lick. The safest plan perhaps
would he--mind, he did not advise, hut
merely suggested—Lo surronnd Hickaty Sam
and wipe litm off the face of the earth. This
might not be strietly according 1o law,
it would be effective. If carcied out withost
Al #rror,

The particalars of Buller's intarview with
the sheriff spread vap'dly M Salt Lick and
pused great Indignation among the residents
thereof, especially  those  who frequented
Hades, 11 was a reprogch to the place thut
the law should betnvoked, all on accouyt of
A trivigl ineldent Mke that of the day before
Sy, who hod hoepn celebrating his vietory
at Mike's, hoard the news with bitter, iIf
sompewhat ailent resentment, for he  had
advanced so far Iln his cups that he was
all but spevcliless Belng a magnanimous
iman be would have been qulte content Lo let
bygones be bygones, but this unjurtifiable
action of Dulley's reguired  prompt and
effectual clhastisement. He would send
the wealthy vanchman to Keep company
with his slaughtersd hordsinen, Thus |t
was that when Buller mounted his horse
after his futile visit to the lawyer, he found
Hickory Baw holding the street with his
guns, The fusilade that followed was with-
put resull, which disappointing - termination
Ie actontted for hy:the fact that Sam was
eaccedingly drank at” the” time, aml the
rarehman was out of practies. Beldom had
Salt Lick msecn so much powder burnt with
no damage except to the window glass In the
vieinlty, Buller went back to the lawyer's
affice and afterwards bad an Interview with

-

the bank manager. Then he got guletly
gut of town uwnmolested, for Bam, weeping
ovir the luaccuracy of his atn, on Mike's

shinulder, gradually sank io sleep in a corner
of the ialoon,

Nexst moruing when Sam woke to tem-
purery sobriely he sent word to the ranch
thiet he would shobt old Duller on sight and
al the same time apologized for the previous
pooentrieltion of o fire, promising  Chat
such an annoying exhibhition  should  not
oeour Rgrin He slgned himself “"The
Tereer of Salt Liek, and the Chumplon of
Law and Order."

It was rumcred that old Buller,
returned to the lawyer's oMee, had made his
wid apd that' the bavk manager had wit-
nemed L. This suppored action of Buller
wan taken ad a most delioste compliment to
Hickory Ben's dotermination and marksman-
ship, and s was justly proud of the work he
hud thrown into the lawyer's hauds.

A week parsed betore ol Buller came to
Salt Lick. but when he came Hickery Bam
waw walting for bhim, and this time the
desperado wam not drunk; that s to sy, he
had not had more than heli a dosen glasees
of foriy=rod that morning.

When the rumor came to Hades that old
Buller was approaching the town on horse-
back and slone Sam at onoce bet the drinkw
that bhe would fie but one shot, and o, In
a measure, atone for the lnelfectunl racket
he had made on the occasion of the previous
encounter, The orowd eped by, in safe
plages, to see the result of the duel

HSam, with oue revoelver in his right hand,
stood sguare in (he center of the stivet, with

when he

FINGER TO STOP HIM.

with the body and Mike'll 'panel his jury In
three shakes."

There Is nothing like an energetic, public-
spivited man for reducing chaos Lo order,
Things began to assume their normal atti-
tude, and the crowd began to look to Sam
for instructions as to the proper thing to do.
He seemed to understand the étiquette ol
these pecasions and those present lelt that
they weras lgnorant and inexperieneed com-
paured with him.

The hody was luid out on a beneh in the
room Mt the baok of the saipon while the
jury and the epectators were accommodated
with such seats as the place afforded, Mick-
ory Snm himself taking an elevated positisn
on the top of a barrel whete he conld, as |
wore, preside over the arrangements. It was
vaguely felt by those presenit that Sam bore
no maltee toward the deeased, and this wa
put down rather to his eredit,

“f think,” sald the earoner, looking hesi-
titinegly up at Sam, with an exprossion which
showed he was gulte prepared to withdraw
B proposal if it should prove Inappropriate
1 think we might haye the lawyer over here.
He knows how these things should be done
and he's the only man in Salt Lick that's
got A bible to swear the jury on. 1 think
they ought to be sworn."

“That's a good idea’
“One of von run across for him and tell
him to hring the boak. Nothing Uke havin'
i those things regular and proper nnd accordin’
to law."

The lawver had heard of the catastrophe,
and he came promptly over Lo the saloon
brirging the book with him and seme papers
in his hand. There wag now no doubt
abent Sam's knowledge of the proper thing
to do, when it was found that the lawyoer
quite agresd with him that an Inquest, tnder
the elrcumstances, was justifinble and ae-
eotding to precedent. The jury found that

concurred 8.

the late Mr, DBulley had *“died through
misadventure,’ which phrase, sarcastically
suggested by the lawyer. when he found

1hnt the verdict was going to be “accldental
death,” pleased the Jury, who at  olice
afopted it. ’

When the proceedings were so pleasantly
tetminated by n verdict acceptable to all
pocties, the lawyer cleared hig throat and
gald thot his late colient, having perhaps a
premonition of hig fate, had recently made
a will and he had deeired Lhe lawyer to
make the will public as soon as possible
after hlg death. As the occaslon seemed
In every wey sultable, the lawyer proposed,
with the permission of the coroner, to read
that portion which Mr, Buller desired should
recelve the widest possible publicity,

Mike glanced with  Indecision at the
lawyer and at Sam sittiog “high above the
ctowd on the barrek

“Certalnly,” sald Hickory. “We'd all like
to hear the will, although 1 suppose It's
nenie of our business"

The luwyer mude no comment on this
remark, bul bowlng to the ussemblage un-
fulded & papet snd read Jt,

Mr. Buller left all his property to his
nephew in the east with the execeptlon of
00,000 in greenbacks, then deposited in the
Coyote County bank at Balt Lick. The testa-
tor had reason to sarpeot that a desperado
named Hickory 8am (real pame or deslgoa-
tion unknown), had desigos on the testator's
lite. In case these designs werp successful
the whole of this money was tp go to the
pereon or perrons who suceeedad lo removing
this scoundrel fromi the fuce of the earih.
In cage (he eherlft arrested the sald Hickory
Sam and be was tried and exeouted, the
money was to be divided between the sheriff
and those who asslsted in the capture. If
any man oo hig own responsibility shot and
killed the sald Hickory Sam, the $50,000 be-
came his sole properly and ‘would be
hended over to him by the bank manager,
In whom Mr, Buller expressed every confi-
dence, ax soon as the ssyer of Hickory 1]
proved the deed to the satisfaction of thlb

manager, In every case the hank manager
had full control of the Heporal of the fund,
and conld pay It In bulk, or dividiy it among
those who had sacceeded in }mluuunu
from & contemtious world oue of Its most
contentious members.

Tho smseed sllence whioh fellowed the
rewding of this document was en by a

toud jeering and dellant laugh from the man
on the barrel, He laughed long, but no one
Elmd him, snd, a» noticed this, his

larity died down, becouming In & measure
torced and mechanical. The lawyer methodl-
cally folded his papers. As some of the
jury glanced Wi 8t the fece of the dead
wan who had originated this al
soheine :“-l-mm vengeauce, t al-
moest fa they saw & maliolens leer about

the half-opeh eyes and Yips
whisper ran around the amsemblage, cach
men wald o the other under hin  bhroath,

Fit—ty—thous—and—dollars,” as It the
Awelling on oach syllable madas the fotal
Inrger The thonght was In
every man’e mind, n oléan, ebe] Metle farting

therely for the crooking of & forefinger and
the carrect levelling of a pisol birtel

The Inweer had sllently taken hin depart
neee S, soberer than he had bBeen for
many days, slid down i the Larrel, and
with hin hand on the butl of his gan, sidled,
| back against the wall, roward the door
Na one ealred n Dinger 10 stop him;: all sat
| th watching him asn if they were hypno
tine i war no nger A oman in  thair
oven. bt the embiditoent of 8 #sum 1o be
| garnedl In a momedt, for which thonsanda
| worksd hard all thelr lives, and In vain, to
| aramulpte .

Qa'e braln on & preblem  was  Hot "o
quick as hin fing Wi & trigeer, bat It begah
tn fliter alewly Into hie mind that he was
now fuce to facn with o danger ngainst
which bin plstol wan jiow nRa Hervtofore,

| roughly sprakine, wearly everybody had been

st now the hamd of the world wak

| hilw
peninst him., with & most powerful motive
for being against Kim: a motive which he

himes!lt conld undevstany. For
tion of $60,000 he! would Wi anybody, so
o as the decd oadld Be done with reasoi-
able safoty to him%cIf.© Why, then, sheuld

ney man stay b band pgalnst Bim o with
stuch # toward harking over his head?  As
Sam retreated backwards from among his

former Iriends, lhr)“ sAw in his oyes what
they had never soel! thire before, something

tive susplolon against the whole human race

the pralrle he could make up hin mind what
the next move was (o0 he, He kept hia re-

volver In hiz hand, not daring to put (t into
Its holeter, Every wound made him jump
and he was afrald to stand In the open, yet
B eonld on remnin  constantly with his

back ta the wall "oor Buller's horse, fully

the air above the doar, The
rider fired twice Into the
then with a curss turned
country and galloped away, and Salt
wag far behind him when nlght [fell
tethorsd hig Lorie and threw himgell down
on the grass, but dared not sleap, Faor all
he knew, lhig pursuers might be within a
few rods of where he lay, for he was ceriain
they would be on Ws trail as seon a= they
ktiew he had left Salt L'ok. The price was
ton great [or no effort to b2 made to secore
£3

ng.in open
cmpty
towerd the onsn

Lick

There 's an enemy hefore whom the strong-
and bravest men must soecumb; that
onemy is  sleeplessness, When  daylight
faund the desperads, he had not cloged an
eve all night. His nerve was gone, and
poerhaps for the first time in hig life he felt
a thrill of [ear. The emptiness of the
pratrie, which shonld have encouraged him,
struck a ehlll of lopeliness Into him, and he
longed £ the s ght of a man, even though
hx might have to fight him when he ap-
prapched.  He must bave a comrade, he sald
to himself, If he conld find any human being
in stralte: ns terrible as his own; same one
who would keop watch and watch with him
through the night, But the comrade must
e¢ithier ba Ignorant of the welght of money
that hung over the desprado’s head or there
must be a price on hig own,  An Innocoent
man would not sce the use of Keeping such
siret watch; a gu'lty man on learning the
plreumetances of the case would gell Sam’s
life -to purchase hiz own freefom, ity
thousand dollavs, in the desperado’s mind,
would do anvthing, and yet he himself of all
the 60,000,000 people in the land was the
only one who could not carn it! A comrade
then, Innecent or guilty, was necessary If
the warderer was to have sleep.

The horte wae In distress through lack eof
water, nnd Sam himssit was both Hungry
and thirsty, His next halting place must be
near a stream, vetiperhaps s safety during
the first might wasodos to the faet that h's

pursuers would naturally have looked for
him near some watbr course anid ot on the
ap:n prairie. E

Ten days later M%e IDavlin was awakened
at 3 in the morning to find standing by his
bed a gaunt, haggared, ‘tving skeleton, hold-

ing & candle in one hand and polnting a
cocked revolyer at’ Mike's head with the
other,

“Get up,’ s3id the apparition hoarsely,

“and get me something to eat and drink.
Drick firet, and be quick about |t, Make ho
noige: Is there anybody else in the houre 7"

“No," =ail Mike shivering, *“you wait
here, Sam, and 'L bring you something. |1
thought yon were amohg the Indians, or In
Mexico, or in the Ead Landg long #xgo'

“I'm In Bad Langs encugh here. I'll go
with you, I'm mol going to l#t you out of
my £'ght, and no tricks, mind, or you know
what will happen.' f

“Surely you trost me, Sam,"” whined Mike,
getting up.

“1 don't trust any livng man. Who fired
that ghor ot me when 1 was leaving?"”

“Qn help me,'" protested Mike, "1 dunno, 1
wasn't in the bar at the thine. 1 can prove
1 wasn't. Yepr not lookin' well, Sam."”

“Curse you for a slow dawdler, you'd not
look well either, it you had no sleep for a

week and was starved into the bargain, Get
n move on vou'

Sam ate like n wild beast what was mnad
before him, and although he took a stifr

glass of whisky and water at the beginning,
he now drank sparingly, He lafd the re-
volver an the table at his elbow, and made
Mike sit oppozite him. When the ravenous
menl was finiehed he pushed the plate from
him and looked across at Daviin,

“When I eadd 1 didn't trust you, Mike, I
wan a Mar. 1 do an® I'l prove it. When
It's your interest to befriend a may, you'll
do It every time."’

ST owill that,' suid Mike, not guite
Aerstunding what the other had said.

“Now, listen to me, Mike, and be sure
you do exactly as [ tell you., Go to where
the bank manasger llves and rouss him up
s 1 roused you. He'll not he afrald when
lie sees IU's you. Tell him you've gol me
over Iin the saloon and that I've eome to
rob the bank of thay d—d4 $60,000. Bay thal
I'm desperate and can’t be taken short of a
dogen lives, and there is mo lle In that, as
you know, Tell him you've fallen in with
my plansg and that we'll go over there and
hold lim up. Tell hlm the only chance of
catehing me §= by o trick. He's to open the
door of the place where the money 1s and
you're to shove me In and lock me up.
But when he opens the door I'Dl send a bul-
let through him and you and me will divide
the money. Nobody will suspect yom, for
nobody'll know you were there but the bank
man and he'l be dead. But If you make
one move except as I tell you, the first bul-
let goes through you, See?”

Mike's eyes opened wider and wider au
the scheme wag disclosed. “Lord, what a
head you have, Bam.' he sald. “Why didn't
you think of that before? The bank munager
Ig in Austin."

*What the devil is he doing thera?"

“Ho took the money with him to put it in
the Austin bank. He left the day after you
faid, for he sald the ouly chance you had
was to get that money. You might have
done thia the night you left, but not since.”

“That's strulght s 2" sald Sam wsus-
plelously.

“It's God's trmth T'm speaking,'’ asseried
Mike earnestly. “You can find that out for
yourself in the morning. Nobody'll - moles!
you. Yer jus deand beat for want o' sleep, |
can see that, Go upstalrs and go to bed,
{'I} keep watch and not & soul’ll know you're
ere.”

Hickory Bawm's shoulders sank when he

heard the money was gone, and n look of
almost  despaly came into lis balf closed
eyes, Ho sat thug for a few momenils un-
heeding the other's advice, then with an ef-
fort shook off his lethargy.
No,”" he wald at dast, I won't go to bed
I'd llke to enrleh you: Mike, but that would
ba oo easy, Cut me off sowme slices of this
cold meat and put*them between chunks of
bread. I want & three days’ wsupply and a
bottle of whisky."

Mike did a¥ requested wnd at Sam's or-
dors attended him to ©iis horse. It was still
dark, but there was a suggestion of the
comdng day in the eastern sky. Buller's
horse was a8 jaded apd fegged out as Qs
rider, As Sam, steeping like au old man,
rode away, Mike hurel to his bed room,
nolselesaly opened the window and pointed
at the back of the retreating man &
shotgun londed with slugs. He ocouid hardly
have missed killing both horse and man If
bo had had dhe courage to fire, but his hasd

un-

treunbled and the drops of persplration stoed

He |

A mere frac-!

that was nof exactly fefie, but a look of fur- |

An awad I pn NN bBrow. e knew thnt T he misssd

this time thera would be no question in Sam's
mind about who fired the shot Resting the
gun on the ledge and keeping his eye along

the barrel, he had not the nerve to pall the
trigRoet At Inst the relreating Ngure digap.
pearsd, and with it Mike's chance of a for
tune. He drew in the gun and softly closed
the window with a long quivering sigh of
rogrote...

R[dney Buller went wedp from  Detroit
when The recelved the telogram that ah-
nomesl his upele's death and “told him he
war Mol 1o the maneh, He was thirty years
younger than his uncle bhad been nt the
tmoe of hig tregic death, and he bore a re
marknble Nkeness 1o the old man. that 18, a
liktnees more than siriking, wheh L WAS
remembercd that one bad Lved all his life
in & ¢ty while the other pad spenl most of

hig davs on the plaing The voung man had
seen the sheriff on his arrival, expecting to
fid that active steps had been taken towatds

ithe arrest of the murderer The sherift as-
gurad him that nothing more effective could
be done than what had been done by the
dend man himeelf in leaving $530,000 to tlie
killer of Mickory Sam, The sherift  had
made no move hmxell, for he Aad heen
confidetitly expecting every day to hear that
Sam was shot, Meanwhile nothing had been

peard or sesn of the desperado sinee he left
S8alt Lick on the back of the murdered man's
horse. Sidney thought this wWas rather a
slip=ahod way of administering Justice hut
he sald nothing, and went back to his ranch.
But i the eherlff had beon Indifferent his
own cowboys had been embarrassingly active,
They had deserted the ranch in a body and
were sconring the plains searching for the

| murdeter, making the mistake of going (oo

Quar In the open alr once again Sam ‘
branthed more fresly. He must got away |
frim Salt Liek and that quickly. Obpce on

\
1

far afield. They, like Miko, had expectod
Sam wonld #rike for the Dad Lands, and
they rods far and faxp to fotercept him,

Whethor they were actuated by a deare 10
share the money, a Hking for thelr old “boss, ™
cr hatred of Hickory Sam  himself, thoy
themselves would have found it difienit to
tell, Anyhow, It was a man-hant, and their
hunting instinets were Keen,

In the early morning Sidney Bullor walkel

mnecoutred, cropped the grass by the sife of { forth from the buildings of the ranch and
tha roal Th be a hovse thief was, of | #truck for the opon prairie. ‘The sun was
colirse, worke than to be n murderer, but | np, but the morning was still cool.  De-
thers wne no help for it; without the horse :";1'0 he ll'mll g;ut;n Ifur I:r; BAW n‘ppram'hlxg
escane  was  lmpossible He secured the vy tanch, a single, rideriess horste. 8
animal with but lttle tronble, and sprang | tl:r-lunlmnl came nl\.;arur uu;l H""rl‘:".' ||] whl.ni
ujon Its Lack. As ho (id =0 n shot rang | oled on secing  him, and naily ohange
vut from the salcon. Sam whirled arunmﬁﬂ“ ronrge and cime directly toward him,
In thoe saddle, bt no one was to ba serm; i‘T!n'll he saw thot there was a man on  it8
nothing but a thin Alm of p'stel smoke melt- | back, a man either dead or aslecp.  His

| hand hung down nerveless by the horaa's

daorway, | slide ghoulder, and swung helplessly to and

[fio as the antmal walked on; the man's
| head rested on the horge's mane. The
| horo: eame up to Sldney, thrusting its nooe
| out to him, whinnoying pently, as If a
lkn«w him,

| “Hallo,” eried Sldney, shaking the man
by the shonlder. *"What's the matter?

| he
| meal,

|

| ing horse:
| ney,

i

| sltting  bolt

Are you hurt?"

Ivstantly the desporado was
upright and starving at Sidney
with terrified recognition In his eyves, He
raleed his right bhand, but the pisiol had evi-
dently dropped from It when he, overcome
fatigne, and drowsy after his enormous
had fallen asleep. Hpe Nung himeelf
off, keepitg the animal between himsell and
his supposged enemy, pulled the oflier re-
velver and fired at Sleney acroes the plung-
‘Before he could fire again, Sid-
whn was an athlete, brought down
the donded head of his cane on the pistol
wrist of the ruffian, crying =

“Don’t fire, ¥ru fool, I'm
hurt you."

As the revolver fell to the ground Sasm
rang eavagely at the throat of the young

wide awake,

not golng to

man, who, stepping back, struck the as=
gailant & mueh heavier blow than he in-
tonded. Tho leaden knob of the stick foll

on Bam's temple and he dropped as if shol.
Alarmed at the offect of his blow, Syilney
tore open the unconscdous man's shirt ani
tried to get him to swallow &ome of the
whisky from the bottle he found in hisy
pocket.  Appalled to find all hie efforts un-
avalling, he sprang on the horse and rode
to the stables for help,

The foreman coming out cried:

v@iood heavens, Mr. Buller, that's the old
man's horse: where did yon get him? Well,
Joerry, old fellow,” he continued, pathing
the horse, who whinnied affectionately,
they've been using you badly and you've
como homa to be taken cure of. Where did
youfind Him, My Buller?"’

“Out on the prairie, and 'm afrald I've
Killed the man who wae riding him. God
knows 1 didn't intend to, but he fired at
me and 1 hit harder than I thought."”

Sydney and the foreman ran out together
to where Jerry's late rider lay on the grass.

*He's done for,” sald the foreman, bending
over the prostrate fgure, but taking the
precaution to have a revolver in his hand,
“Ho's got his dose, thank God, This Is the
man who murdered your uncle. Think of
him being knocked over with a c¢ity cane,

and think of the old man's money back In
to the family again!"
—————ee—
J. W. Pierce, Republic, In,, says: *'I have

ueeidl Ope Minute Cough Cure in my family
and for myself, with results so eatirely
gatigfactory that 1 ean bardly find words to
express mysell as to its merit, I wlill never
fall to repommmend it to otherg, on every oc-
casion that presents {iself.”
it
SILVER GIVEN A FROST.
The Yellow Metnl Consplonous at n
Banguet of Colorndonns.

Gold in milllons, gold in tritllons, golden
women, girls and children: golden eloquence
goaring Nke a #heen of brilllant suns into
the empyrean; champagne that flowed In
golden cascadés down throats of gold; gold
that kpows noe lmit; gold that Is going to
revolutionize the world; gold that will somm
gwamp the Bank of England—euch, iu a
word, was the drift of the banque! of the
Noew York Mining exchange last Friday even-
fug at the Hotel Metropole.

The western contingent were a bit chilled
al the start, relates the New York Herald,
by & notice that was digplayed eonspleuously
evir the door of the banguet ball:

“Please check your shooting irons at the
ofice.”

Some obeyed the injunction, others didn’t,
One of the offenders §s sald to have been
Colonsl *Bob"” Ammon, the toastmaster of
the evening. Color is given to this report by
the speech the colonel made in his powerful
golden baritone volce when he Introdue sl
“Portland Jim:"

“1 want everybody, boys and girls,'" sald
he, “to pay attention and let gossip puss, 1
want 1o introduee & warm, personal. particu-
lar friend of mine, and you don’t have 1o
eheck your gun when '‘Portland Jimmy' gete
up to talk, Now, the first man, boy, or
girl, who opens his head while Jimmy's
talkin', 1 swear I'll plug him."

Thera was an ominous pause al this, and &
few hands -went toward thelr owners' bip
pookels, But “Jim"” 1g such a universal
favorite that as spon as he rose all resent-
ment was drowned In crie= of “You're a
brandled old peach, Jim!" “Let her flicker,
old hoss!’  And “Jim's" speech was slmply
nuggety. He laughed at his own points, too,
80 a8 not to embarrass ‘‘the boys." “Jim"
sald:

“I'm not a talker, but a worker; one of
those common fellows (laughter by Jim, In

which ‘the boys' jolned) who's gol Lhere,
I'm proud to say we produced 52,000,000
last year. bul we had to carry all o' that

down hill #o the other fellow wouldn't know
about it. Pretty soon we're goin' to have
a boom, and It'll be my ambition to produce
the days of ‘49 once more on this continent.”

Criea of “You're a gold brick, Jim!"

Jim straightened himself up and produced
this peroration  amid great and  golden
fllence:

“When I look arcund at these fage1 think
that united we should stund, and to Colorado
you'll eome for your gold, and not te the
Bank of BEngland.”

A voloe: “You're the staff, Jimmy!"

When the bird apd the bottle were hrought
on Colonel Ammon aross and introduced
Judge MceCant of Texan, The judge made a
glant speech, while the boys nipped their
quatl and sipped theld champagne from
golden bealers

“] pome fromn the camp.' sald Judge Me-
Cant, Ina volee Hke thunder In the Rockics,
“that i four years has leaped from beef oo
bullion, frogn caltle felds to golden flelds;
from the camp whers no mine has ever yol
pineted out, for the dssper you go the richer
and widér the vein; froe the camp where
the young carpenter, with indomitable pluck,
wilked from Colorado Springs over old Pike's
Peak and discovered the great Portland mine
—a mine capitalized at  $3,000,000 it
Barnato bad that mine he'd stock 1t for
$16.000,000, and the swells ‘ud be breakin’
thelr necks o gel some of it

“But this young man bas sprung phoenix-
like from poverty to the state of the inll-
lMonaire. He's in the ranks of the Vander-
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bilta and Astors, and that carpenier hasn't
got the Wg head."

Colenel Ammon then narose
Lafte Pence, former populist
from Colorado “Now, boys,” mid the
colonel, *I aln't goin’' to introduce to you
any holf dollar idiot, and 1 want you, Judge
MoCant, to keep gqulet with your bont girl
down there."

The judge was accompanicd by Mra A. N,
Fitch, & very handsame wostern lady and a
relutive of his, He was Inclined to take
offense at Colonel “Hob's” jocularity, wund
tor m moment there was & distinet rattie of
shooting irons, When it was explained to
the judge that Amipon's wit was woiething
be learned In New York he was pacified
and allowed Lafe Pence to prootsd

The repragentative warmed his hearors to
enthustnsm when ho ppoke of the eastern
prospectors who eame Lo Cripple Creek apd
did thely prospecting from  a hotel and
watted n bobtatled pedipreesd hovse to ride
up Colorado wountain on,

General Frank M., Roardon
speak on “"Compound interest,”

“Look at my facs,” sald he, “and tell mo
whether ! look Mke a man that can 4o eum-
pound Interest I've faced NOfty-two re-
volvers, of different shades of religious be-
Hef, and &0 they put e here oy an orater
in & town that's produced Lie eloquence of Lhe
universe,"

Specohes were alse made by Judge Deane
of Aspen, President Porter of the New York
Mining exchange anl Irwin Mason,

- ———
A Remnrkable Oure of Mbhenmnotinm,

While driving one day last winter. Mr. J.
M. Thompson, of Decker's P'oint, Pa., was
cavght out in a ould raln,  The nexc niors-
ing he was unibie to move his bead or arns
owing to an attaok of fnflammatory rhouma-
tiem. His clerk telephoned for a pliysiclan,
but before the dovtor came suggesied Liat he
use Chamberlain's Peln Bodm, there boing a
bottle open on the counler.  After being
rubbed thoreughly with Pain Halia, over the
effected parts, Mr, Thempson dosed off o
sloep and whon be awoke aboul u half hoar
Jater, the pain was gone catlrely and ho has
not sinee been troubled. Mo cays: “People
vome here from many miles arcond to buy
this lniment.”

to Introduee
repredentative

wan down to

Ruther Bxpensive to Salute the Rising
gund the Setting San,

It eomts the government Just 320,000 a
year at present to fire (wo salutes a day to
|llm American flag at each military post In
the United Stutes, gays the New York Sun.
The army regulutiony provide thal every sta-
tlon where a flag s fown gnd where ord-
| napes e malotaiued the Nag must be sa-
luted at sunrise and supdown esch day of
| tho year. ‘The powder uked in the old smooth
|I..m guos comts 20 cents a pound, hut res
{oemtly & man lu New York has discovered a
| brand which can be manufuctured for 8§
conts, and s copable of making just as much
nolse, which s all that is necessary, Fop
years the avmy and, navy have Leen using
powder that remained In the magazines st
1 the close of the war, aud this supply has now
beopine heardy oxlinusted,  FPor modern guns
It wa® usoless, aud ax long ss it lasted the
goveriimont wis mlisfied (o use it for saluts
ting pucposen. Now that tome new brand
| must be supplied, the guestion of cost has
| artsen, Merenfter the salutes will be fired
| with the same regularity, but the cost will
| b 1ngn thian conp-hulf what it has been heres
|

tolare

The War Adepartment has for years oxe
pended $200,000 every Necal year for wmmunl=
tun used In target practige, Twenty-five ln-
fantry regiments ten of cavalry apd five of
|u‘i|i|"4:.', and the engineer butialion, have
| been supplied witl eartridges, but sinos the
lptroduetion of the wnew small arm it haw
been found that the rogular appropriition e
Insufelent to give the trpops the praoctiog re-
quired, Aside trom the rounde uscd in larget
practice the gevernment i withoul uuthority
to loy In a roserve supply of smmusitien,
and sbould there be & oall for the army the
authorition woold fisd  themaselves handle
cappad by 'sok of shells for the viflea. Gen-
eral Flagler advocates a yearly appropriation
of $60,000 with whick to purchase gl
tlon to be lald In reserve (o case of sudden
densand for tfe army,
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Ope Minute Cough Cure touches the rig
spot. 1L also touches &t mt the right tme
you take it when you have a eough or
Bav the point? Then dou’l covgh.




