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(Copyright, 1866, by 8 M. Crockelt)
YNo, father,” sald Bllliam with declsiong
*T am not half good enough to make n par-
son of. You must glve the living to Harry.
He will make a first-rater. He Is all the
time mousing about among books." *

Billlam and his father were standing to- !

gether In the rectory garden, which looked
over the heautiful wvale of Bt, John,
Hellvellyn slept above them, stretched out
ke a llon with his head low between his
paws, The lake glimmered beneath all,
dreamy In the light midsummer haze, and
the Nowers on which they made themselves
drunken, reeled and shook with the press
of the revelers.

The old rector of Applothwaite was dead,
Thig day of midsummer had been his funeral
day. An old man full to the brim of yeara
and dignities, he had lived all his life under
the wing of his brother, the squire, rooted
safely in the family living, dining every Sun-
day and Thursday at thoe hall, and reading
hig 100 wermons in a rotation az settled and
régular as that of the ecrops. DBut now the
old order was changed, and, according to
the squire’s providential arrangement, the
new order was to be—Billiam. 4

Hig real name waz Willlam, with some-
thing very distinguished after (t. Yet no-
body thought of calllng him anything but
Blilllam—except only the squire, when, as at
present, Billlam and he differed in opinfon.
Then he eald, “Willlam Reglnald Setoun
Ormithwaite, will you dare to digobey your
father?"' And Billlam hung his head, for he
knew that a day was coming when ho would.

At schood he had besn called Billiam for
the game rensen that o “*Yorker” is called a
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mithwalte, ex-cabnet minister and P. €.,
broke into a rage simost as violent as when
his party leader proclaimed a new policy
without consulting him. He Informed Hil-
lam (under the designation of Willlam Regl-
nald Setoun) how many d'fferent kinds of
fool We wal, and told him as an witimatum
that 1f he refused thie last ochance to esab-
Hgh himself in‘tife, He noed expect o further
help or econslderation from him.,

Billlam lstened uneasily, and with a deop-
sonted regret obvious upon his downeast face,
It was pltiful, he thought privately, to see so
dignifed and resprotable a man a8 his fathor
thus loming control of himsell. So Bill'am
fldgoted, hoping that the painful scens would
poon be over 80 that he might get back again
to the lame setter at the kennels.

When Billiam's father had at once con-
clsaly and completely expressed his opinions
as to Billlam’e san'ty, Dilllam’s ingratitude,
Billam's disgraceful present conduct and un-
paralleled future career, and when he had
concluded with a vivid pleture of Dilllam's
ultimate fate (which wag cbvlougly not to ba
dtowned) he paused, partly in order to re-
ecover g broath and partly to invite sugges-
tlons from the cunlprit. Not that he expected
BilHam (o answer. Todeed” Wecheld It almost
on inealt fop .one of his children to attemiprt
to answer one of h's questions at such a mo-
ment. ' Mwep

“What have.you to say to that, sir? What
exouzse NAVE you o afiake?  Answer me that,

s'r. Sllance, sir, I will not listen to a singla
word, You may well stand abashed and
sllent.  Have I-brought a son into the world

for this—kept you, glven you an expensive
education only for this?"”

S» Blllam kept silence and thought hard
Hf the setter down at the kennels. Those
bandagrs ought to be wel again, It was an
hour past the time, He Kapt changlng from
one foot to the other upon the gravel walk.

“Don't Insult me by jumping tbout like a
hen on a hot griddle,” erled his father, **tell
me what you think of doing with yourself,
tor 1 will no longer support you in idleness
and debaunchery.” v .

“1 should like to be a veterinary surgeon,
sir,” sald Dilllam, scfping With hin e,

“Let that gravel alone, will you—n veterl-
nary devil—an Ormithwaite a d—d cow
doctor. Get out ofmy . sight, sir, before 1
strike you with my cane.”

And  aecordingly” Billam  went-—down to
the kennels to visit the setter, wondering
all the way whether, H& the skin was not
broken, he ought to use an embroeetion or
stick to the cold water bandages.

- - - - L]

And this is briefly why Billiam found bhim-
self In Edinburgh, and established in a nest
of unfurnistied garret rooms which he had
disesvercd by chance at the end of Mont-
gomoery street in the Latin quarter of thes
olty. Billlam had £130—a hundied of which
had been given him by his father with the
information that it must sec him through a

“Yorker," because It was obvious that he
could be called nothing else, The boy whase
Latin verfes he did sald to him, "“Now go
on, old Billlam, hurry up! I wanl to go out
to the playing flields Lo smite that young
tond, Scott Miner, for making faces ot me
#nd making me laugh In chapel!” 8o to save
time, Bllllam gave him his own copy of
verven, and saw the plagiarist pass to the
head of the form next day, on the gtrength
of Bllllam's [ambies, Yet that boy mnever
even thought of .thunking the auther and
orlgin of hfs distinction. Why should he?
It was “only old Billiam."

Billam falled also in gaining the love and
respeot of his masters, to the extont which,
upon his merits, was his due. For one thing,
he was forever bring ng all manner of broken-
down sparrows, malmed rabbits, and three-
legged dogs into the school—and, it possible,
even Into the dormitory. Then smells of
dlvers kinds arose, and bhred quarrelsome
disgension of a very positive kind, The
house master came up one night to find
Billlam with an open knife In his hand, driy-
ing flercely Into a throng of boys armed wits
cricket bats and wickets. ‘Whereupon hye
promptly dashed at the young desperndo and
wrested the knife out of his hands.

"Do you wish to murder somebody?'" eried
the houss master, shaking him.

“Yes," sald Billlam, stoutly, *'if Lowther
throwe my white mice out of the window.'

No further proceedings were taken, be-
eause, upon examination, Billinm proved to
be scored black and blue with the wickets
of his adversarles. He was, however, from
this time forth given a bedroom upon the
ground floor, with a lttle court In front
which looked upon the laundry. And here
Blllilam, still unrepentant, was allowed to
tend his menngerie In peace, provided al-
ways that it did not entirely destrby the
sanitation of the school. But when the gov-
erning committee came, ta inspect the prems
fees, the head master carefully plloted them
past the entrance of the court whereln dwelt
Billlam, kecping well to windward of It.

Anybody else would have been promptly
expelled, but Billlam’s father was a very
fmportant person, lodeed, and the head mas-
tar had kpown him jutimately at college.
Besldes, no one could possibly have expelled
Billlam, The very rufflane who whacked
him with cricket bats would stralghtway
have risen In mutiny, i

Dy-and-bye Billlam's father tried him at

*AH!" HE SBAID AS SOON AB HE HAD
MOUNTED THE RAILING.

Oxtord, but, though Billlam stald his terms,
‘he would have none of it. Bo when the rec-
tory fell vacant, It seemed all that ecould be
done to make arrangements by which Billlam
would succeed his uncle. The Right Hon-
orable Reginald Setoun Ormithwalte, Bl-
lam's “‘pater,” saw no difMculty in the mat-
ter. He had been at Etun and Christ-church
with the bishop of Lakeland, and the matter
lent itself naturally to this arrangement.
Everyone felt this to be the final solution
of & most difcult problem, Everybody even
remotely conpected with the family  was
copsuited, and all exprossed thelr several
delights with relief and alacrity, Bul In
the meantime nothing was said to Bilham,
w. & selter with a broken leg upowr his
mind, and #o lived mostly about the kennels,
aud smelled of liniment.
But when his father told the proximate
reclor that he must begin to prepare for the
p's examination, and go into resldence
or some monpths at St, Abbs" famous theo-
W college (called In clerical clreles "The
ek Door'), Billlam most unexpectedly re-
w int blank to have anytbing to do with
lan, He would be no parson; he was
good IMHE: Lo asserted. Harry could
ve . The Hon, Regioald Beloun Or-

year, and £30 which his elder brother, Her-
| bert (eaptain In the Oge Hundred and Tenth
Hussars), had sent hin. X

] “Young fool, Billlam—always was! ) sald
| Captain Herbert, “guess he's pretty tightly
Lo, And with that he gtuffed into the en-
! vélope the E30 which he had set apurt as a

edative for his tallor.
b ‘ blackguard will need ths

“The young A
money more than old Moses! pald the Hus-
g ] 1;nnn-a com

Billlam had, to save appen 8, Com-
promised on the guostion of the veterinary
mirgeon, He was to study hard in order to
become an ordinary surgeon and physiclan

mans. He was only to ba allowed to
g:rm-.hr,-u home once a year. He had agreed not
to pester his father with requests for more
money. In every way Billiam was made to
feo]l that he was the prodigal son uprl a
disgrace to the stock of the Ormithwaites
of Ormithwalte, “‘One of the familics, siv,
enld his father, “which have congtituted fu_r
100 years the governing clagses of these la-

3 "
.m!‘?‘cl{‘lt was In thip manner that Billlam 1tonl.;
the very modest portion of goods “11{..|
pertained to him, fnd departed tp tht-q far
country of Montgomery street, South ‘|h."e'
just where that notable tlmrnughfﬁrq g‘.“
upon the greasy gloom of the llel;!sam.e
How DBilllam spent his living, and upon

i 0 anded to tell
whom, this history ia inte o iclie

Day by day the st udent .
srnrn}m! delights, Tay and night were to
him altke laborious, For Billlam, all un-

wis flso taking classes
at the veterinary college upon o most In-
genioun oystem of alterpative truantry. He
attended his um]l-:{nl professors upon such
days as It was Iik®ly  that cards would te
called for. And In addition to this be pro-
curcd a certain interim. continuity In his
studles by “getting a look at another [fe!-
low's notes." mr

Billlam's “piggery’” In Montgomery street,
as It wns called by the féw of his comrades
who had never meen.ls sscrets, wae eome-
thing to wonder at, Instead of taking a
comfortable elttingroom and bedrcom In
a well-frequented and sanitary nelghborheod,
Billlam entered into the tenincy of an en-
tire sulte of rooms upon the garret floor
of one of the high “lands” which are a
distinctive feature of the old quarier of
S81, Leonards.
Within this totddbledewn dwelling  Billlam
found , himself , ip. pomsespion of five large
roomy, with wide windows and in eome in-
stances with skylights also. He was lo pay
ot the modest rate of £8 in the half year
for the lot. Billiam counted down his firat
quirter’s pent, and then went to order a
brass plate. This cont him 30 shillings, and
he had to pay separately for the lettering,
which mil, somewhat vaguely:

& = % 8 & 4 8 A & &

known ta hig father,

LR
CONSBULTATION FREB,

Every Morning Defare Nine,

and

Every Evening After Six,

e 8 8 8 8 8 »
This Billiam burnished up dally with the
tall of hig drees coat, which he had torn oft
for the purpose. "1 don't think 1 shall
nesd It any more. he sald, "so 1 may as
well use 11

S0 he ured
lined 'with silk,

Then Billlam double-holted the plate to the
door, for he understood the ways of Mont-
gomery street, and sat down to study the
monograph of Herr Doctor Pumpenstock of
Vienna, upon hepdaches. Billlam had three
chalrs to start with—two stiff-backed chalrs
for clients and an easy chair, which Iin time
of need could be leaned up against the wall,
It was a deck chair and cost 2 shillings
1% pence at a cheap sale of furniture in
Nicholosn etreet, Billlam felt that he might
go that length in luxury,

pilliam had once possessed more furniture
than this., He had o wooden bed which he
bought in the Cowgate for 4 shillings, and
carried up the Plinsance himself, post by
post and plank by plank, He only slept upen
it one night. The next day he began to cut
it up for fArewood. It was a good bed,
though, he ®ald, but not for sleeping on,
After the firet five minutes it began to bite
yeu all over,

8o Billlam burned the 4 shilling bed, and
it turped out all right that way. It erackled
Hke green wood ns It burned. Presently the
fame of Billlam's braes plate waxed great in
the land. Dr. Macfarlane, a short-winded
and tempéred man, came upon the announce-
ment guite unexpectedly #s he was puffing
his way up the weary, grimy, stone stairs
(o visit the sister of the seamstress who lived
upon the other side of the landing from
BHliam.

To say simply that Dr. Macfarlane was
astonished does conslderable injustice to his
state of mind. He stood regirding the
brightly pollehed, clearly lettered announce-
ment for fully ten minutes, Then he rang
the bell, and an answering peal came from
Just the other slde of the panel. But no one
arrived to open, for it was the middle of
the day and Bllliam was at his classes. Dr.
Macturlane could learn litle from the seam-
stress or her sisteér, beyond the genersl sus-

it. It dld wvery well, being

plelon that thelr peighbor upon the other
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#ida of the landing was “‘maybes no verra
riohit in his mind."

It was not the seamsiress, but the seam-
siresd’ sister who voluntesred thin Informa-
tion.

“Hut he sent ux In thess,” added the
meamsetress, who waa a pale and exceedingly
pretty girl, inting to some nohly plumped
grapes which Jay on a plate on the little
eracked table by the bedelde.

“He'll be a kind o' young doctor meekin'
A job nae doot!'" safd the seamstress’ sister,
sinking back on her plllows., For gratitude
wias not her strong point.

The sugegestion excited the doctor, for he
was a man who had worked hard at his )
mont uncertaln and unremunerative practice,
besides  which” he had a young family |
growing up about him. [If therefore he wae
to have a young inlerloper settling in the
center of his ephiere of Influence It wak Ag
well to know with whom he had to contend,
Bo he called upon Billlam,

It was 6 o'clock in the evening when Dr,
Meccfariane came stumbling uwp  Billiam’s
stairs. The door stood slightly ajar and there
came from the other slde n confused murmur
of volees, a yelping of dogs, with sundry
other sounds which even the doctor's tralned
car could not distingulsh. Put above all
there rose Ntfully the shrill ary of an infant,
Upon hoaring thig last the doctor. pushed the
door with the brass plate open and pntered
unceremoniougly. He found himeell in a
large unfurniehed room, which, when he
etepped within, seemed at first nearly full of
people. It was brightly enough lighted, for
the broad flame of & No, 6 gas burner hissed
with oxcess of pressure above the bare
mantelplece. A fire burned In the grate,
which ghone cheerfully enough, belng heaped
high with small lumps of coal.

Most of the people were ranged along the
walls of the room, sitting with their backs
against the wall paper, upon which their
ehoulders had made a glossy hrown stripe

wan dlgpossd of with the unerring accuracy
of ay horpltal expert. Sometimes he would
Instinctively have tha Hmt or the bandage
ready I hin hand, Just as it he hid still been
drosser at the old infismagy and walting for
Lister to work off his batgh,

At the end of half sw haur he lind no more
remembrance of Billinm's. want of qualifica-
tions. Ife asked him to g@me round to sup-
per and smoke a pi But Aill'am only
smiled and sald:  ““Thapk yon a hundred
times, docter, but 1 hpve pome private cases
in the batk room to sttopd to yet, and then
I must read up my sfuft for tomorrow.”

After a while thera came to visit Billiam
a minleter or (wo fam'liag with the distriet,
the young resident mlgelonary from the
Student's hall, a stray lagyer'a clerk or two
and the superintendent of police. They all

to hold bandages and be handy with the
vaseline.

On one occaslon the minlater of St. Mar-
garet’s oftered Dilliam the use of a pew In
his church. But Billlam sald: “Suonday is
my day for out-patients, or 1 should be glad.*
For Nilllam waz a geotleman, and always
answers] even a dissenting clergyman po-
litely,

“You should think of your Immortal soul!”
sald the minletor,

“Who knoweth,” eald Billlam, "'the spirit
of the beast, that goeth downward Into the
earth

And Bill'am eéould never find out why the
minfuter went away »o suddenly, or why he
shosk his head ever afterwards when they
met In the street, It never erossed his mind
that Mr. Gregson of 8t. Margaret's had
taken him for an Infidel and a dangerous sub-
verter of the system of religlon as by law
estoblished. Yot so It was,

In due time Billlam's nest of garrets be-
came known as the “"Lame Dogs' Home,"
and grew famous throughout the entire eity—

all around—young lnde with dogs belween
thelr knees, girls holding cats In baskets,
middleaged women nureing birds In cages,
They talked to each other In subdued tones,
or to thelr pets In reproving whispein,
Scrmetimes a dog woull lecome exeited by
the volee of a cat eomplaining of bonds and

that 18, the southern city of high lands,
stoep atreets, winding stalrs and odorous
¢icscts, with thelr Arab population of boya
jand dogs,

“You let that long, lankey chap alone,™
yerled one brawny burglar to another, “or
“T'I1 smash your dirty face like a rotten

LS

THEN HE TOOK ANIMAL AFTE
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R ANIMAL INTO HIS HANDS,

Imprisonment near him, but he would be
promptly cuffed Into submission Dby his
mester; or a canary woull suddenly flutter
against the bars, warned by Ingtinct of the
proximity of oo many enemlies.

Mostly, however, there wae a respectful
slleres, The doctor stood awhile rooted In
amazement and did not even take any notica
vien sevecal of his former patlents nodded
offably across to him.

forth a hard-featured man carrylng a large
Look under his arm. Billinm followed be-
hind him, his shock of halr tossed and
rumpled.  He was  stooping forward and
ocegerly explaining something to the man, So
intent waz he upcn the matter In hand that
lie passed the doctor without so much as
rotloing him.

“And 'l look In and sce how the pair
of you have got on tomorrow,” Billiam sald
ghaking the hard-featured man warmly by the
hand at the door.

Ellllam turned, and, for the frst time,
looked the doctor falr fn the face.
“My name 18 Dr. Macfarlane. I have a

practice In this nelghborbond,” sald the phy-
gician, “and I should like the favor of & few
words with you.”

“Certainly. By all means—with pleasure,"
riplied Billiam. *'Come this way,"

And they went together. into the second
of the Montgomery street garrets, It was
nearly as bare of furniture as #he firat. There
was so more thas a table, some bottles, an
Instritment case, while round the room,. ar-
ragged so a8 to make the most of them-
selves, steod Bllliam's three chalrs,

“Take one' sald the student, politely.
But Dr. Macfarlane preferrad to stand till
he knew exactly where he was,

“I have the honor of addressing—'"
anld, and pansed,

“Willlam Hceginald Setoun Ormithwaite,*
sald Billlam quletly, &

“You are a doctor?' querled his visitor.
“By no means. I am only a student,”
sald Billlam quickly, *'But I give thepe pes-
ple a hand with anything they bring along."
“Do you posseis any qualifleations?'’ per-
slated Dr Macfarlane,

“Qualification!” wmid Billlam, n little per-
plexed. “Well, I've been patching up dogs’
l:gs and things all my life* .
“But, elr” cried the doctor, Indignantly,
"this Is no better than an equivocation. 1
heard you with my own ears preseriting for
the man who went out just now—an old
patient of my own, If T mistake oot. And 1
#aw you with these eyes taking a fee from
him as he pasked through the door. Are you
aware, #ir, that the latter 8 an Indictable
offense?"

Billlam smiled with his usual quietly in-
finlte tolerance,

“Dr. Macfarlane,” he mid, “it may sound
strange to you, but the fact s that man
come to consult me about a separatlon from
his wife. And he brought his family bible
out of the pawnshop to show me the dates
of hin marriage and birth of his ehildren. 1
gave him something when he went away, to
that he would not need to take the bihie
back lato pawn, at least not lmmedlaicly,
Do you think 1 need any qualification for
that?"

“And those people outside?' sald the doe-
tor, not yet entirely convinced.

“Will you go around the wards with me?"*
sald Billlwm, smillng brightly and irresisti-

he

bly,

Without another word he led the way to
the door of the nexi room, It seémed to the
doctor fuller than ever,

“Lame doge this way!" sald Billlam, In a
matter-of-fuct manner, and half a dozen men
slouched after him. Very deftly Billiam laid
out & row of small shining Instruments upon
the table with salve, line and bandages ar-
rauged behind him,

Then he tock anlmal after animal Into his
hand, set It upcn the table, passed his Angers
lightly to and fro over Its, head and ears a
time or tweo, listened to the owner's voluble
explanations  without asppearing to notlee
them, and forthwith procecded to deliver o
little clinleal lecture, His deft fugers
snlpped away the matted halr from a neg-
lected and festering tore. He cleanegd the
wound tenderly, the dog oftén lustinetively
turning to snap., Yet all the time Billlam
never once fluched, but talked steadily, fm-
partially and sympathetically to the animal
and his master 411} the sore was dressed and
the patient dellvered with all due directions
to h's owner,

Before long Dr. Mucfarlane became s0 in-
terested that Lie walted while case alter case

Presently from an Irner room there came.

turnip,  Now mind me! Don't you know
the Dog Misslonary?"
Bvery pollceman befriended Billlam and

the greater pumber of the pollceman’s ordi-
nery clients, He could often be gesn wall-
ing along the Pleasance or past the brew-
eries In the Lalgh Calton attended by a dozen
dogs, which had followed Billlam far from
their wonted haunts, cn the chance of a
word from him, and whieh departed obedl-
ertly, If unwillingly, when he bade them
relurn to thefr own places In peace,

Year by wear DBilllam studied and prac-
ticed, never a peuny the richer, but more
and more loving and belovel, His gurrot'
however, grew somewhat bettor rurnlahml'
Threugh the mediation of his soldier broth "
hle father became so far reconclled {o hini
that he Increased his allowance, Fut Blilliam
lived in no greater comfort than befors,
He bought a oheap bedstead, It |s true, and
for . month or two dwelt In luxury, sleeping
upon a real mattress with a clean sheet and
folding his overcoat for a pillow. Dut even
that came to an end.

The circumstances were these:

Billlam had been down at Ormithwalte
seelng his father, and his brother (of the
One Hundred and Tenth Huesars) insisted
upon returning to Edinburgh with him.

"You'll have to rough it, mind you," sald
Billinm, warning him,

“I'm a soldler,” sald his brother stoutly,
“‘and 1 guess your hole can't be worse than
gseme pluces I've put up in."

“All right," snld Bllliam, “mind, I've
:\Inrr.e_:! you, Don't grumble when you get
iere.,

So ot thelr journcy's end Billlam opened
the door of the garret and Invited his brother
Lo step In. A curious damp smell met them
on the threshold,

“That's all right," =ald  Bllam reas-
n!mngly, “1 washed owt the whole blooming
rl-.aup with c]ll".l'il.lit! ufhm:u- the night before

came nway. It's healthy no end
does ktink a bit." B il

“Muybe," eald his brother, the e2ptaln
“but It certainly dces smell like stables,”

“Well, I'Il hnve the fire lighted, and we'll
have gome supper before the people begin
to come,” sald Billlam ecalmly, *You'll hs
pleking these old rags for lnt and laying
out the bandagen."

The captain and Billlam dined upon a
raghzr of bicon and egegs which Billlam
fried in the pan, along with eliced potatoes
and butter, The Hussar, belng exceedingly
hungry, thought he had mever taeted any-
thinz more delicious.

“They don't do auything like this at the
elub, It s wuch a Jolly favor, too, quite
unigus,” he sald with enthuslasm. *'‘Seems
s If It were seasoned with anchovy or some
French sauce—quite Pamislan In fact!"

“Yeo" Billlam apswered simply, “that |s
the red herrings 1 had lp the pan lust week.
With us comlog In so guick, 1 hadn’t time
to clean him out prepecly.'

The outer room was flling up all this
time, and the yelping, whigtling and mewing
grow louder than even the cawing of the
reoks in the old trees above Ormithwalte,

"Tarantera! Tarantara!" cried the Hussar
cheerfully. “Turn out for kennel parade.’
And for two hours he was kept busy enough
with his lint and bandages.

“But where does the meney ocome In?' he
eald when it was all fAnished, He way
smoking a cigarette, nnd Billiam was polish-
ing up hig Instruments

"o it for nothleg--don't they even pay
for all that vasellne and plaster? You are a
blamed young fool, BHllam, and you will
die in the workhouse,"

Then the captain yawned a little, “It's
too late for the theater,” he sald, *even if
you knew where one was, which I don’t be-
leve, I'm deuced tired, let us go to bed.”

Billgm looked about him doubtfully, and
then suddenly threw up his hands with a
gesture of despa'r,

"I forgot, old chap; on my life and honor,
I quite forgot. 1 lent my bed to Peter
Wilking, the water-color man, He bad
pawned his to pay his rent, but he thought
he could get it out agaln before | came
back."

“You bet he ecouldn't,” gald the Hussar,
twirling his bhandsome mustache; “I've
seen that kind of man; there are several in
my regiment.'

“let's go and look Peter up, anyway,"
sald Billlam; “perhaps we can get the bed
after all"”

So the Hussgar sccompanied Billlam through
the dimly lighted stresl, under gloomy arch-
WAYE, great black chasms yawnlog be-
twéen lofty bouses, till they arrived al the

-

came to eavil, but, one and all, they remained |
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dwelling of Wilkine, "“the water-color man,"
ax Pilllam msuld. It was a room upon the
ground floor, with a sunken area In front,
“It doea not look promising.'* sald Bil-
Ham; “the beast lsn‘t lighted ap. 1 guess
old Wilkins s elther drunk or has gone
to the country,”

“Perhaps he bas pawned your bed, too,”
sald the Hussar bitterly,

Dilllam was hurt at the suggextion,
“Wilkine 18 a gentioman,” he sald, “‘and
It was only inst week he sent me his skye
terrier for me to doctor up and bave all
right for him when he came back, Peter
Ien't the chap to eell my bed and then
bilk.™”

They tried Wilkine' door In valn, and rang
the bell repeatedly without producing the
leant effect, Apparently others had done the
same, for at the first tug the bell-pull shid
out about elx inches In a silent, uneatny, un-
attached manner,

“That's no nse,” sald Billlam, let's elimb
up on the rallings."

"Ah.'”" he crled, ar soon as he had mounted
himselt upon  the area raflings, whenco
he conld look Into the room of Wilkine,
“there Is my bed standing agalnst the wall,
and the mattress beaide It. You seo, good old
Wilking is nll right. 1t fe a fNrst-rate bod;
better take a look at it, for it 1s all you will
see of it this night.”

“Come doon oot o'
stern voleo, **“What
wi' intent there for?

that!" commanded a
for are ye loltering
'l hae to tak' ye up."”

A portly policeman was etanding behind
them with much suepicion  on  hig face.
Billlam turned himself about quletly

“John,” he sald, I wish vou would got
me my bed. 1 lent it to Peter Wilkine and
his door is locked.”

“Guld save us!" erled the policeman, “It's
the dog misslonary. Is that wour bed?®' he
added, cllmbing up beside BIam and look-
Ing critieally at the object. The rays of
n gas lamp upon the pavement shone upon
It #0 that 1t glowed with a kind of radiance
not Ite own,

“It looke a guld bed enough!”’ the pollee-
man wild as he ¢limbed down.

"(lan you not get It for us, John?"
peated William,

“Dod, sir, T canna do that withoot heose-
breakin', an' I've been thirty years In the
foree,’” anewered John; “But there's nae doot
that the bed's a guid bed.”

And with thet he walked heavily away.

The Hussar stood on the pavement with
his legs very wide, and whistled fitfully,

“Well," he sald, “what do you propose to
o about It, Bilinm? Say, let's bolh go to a
hotel and get supper, Then we can stop
the night there.'

Billiam looked at him with a kind of =ai
reproach In his eyes.

“You forget,” he answered, "'that the new

collle's bandages must be changed, and the
Iitile Yorkshire will need looking to twies
or thrice during the night, But you can go,
and I'll eall round for you in the morning on
my way to college."
“Get out, you raving yonng Idlot! On my
word, I've heard of all sorts of lunaties, but
I'm hanged It I ever heard of anybody be-
fore gone dotty on beastly stray dogs."

“And there's the bull with the bad tear
on his Jaw. I mugt gee that the stitehee are
keeping and glve him. some water,” cone
tinued Billlam, meditatively.

“Of all the fools!" cried the ecaptain,
“Well, come on, Billlam, I'l be your keeper
tonlght and sfe that you get a neat thing
In etraightjackets right away."”

And the Hussar strode on with the alr of
a man who determines to gec n desperate
venture through to the bitter end.

They came In time to the corner of Mont-
gomery street, and agailn mounted up the
cragy stalrs. The fire had died down; and
when Captaln Ormithwaite went to the eoal
box, It was empty.

“Hello, Billlam,” he eald, “how do you
propree 1o keep us warm all n'ght. Tins
gsomebody tuken out your conls on loan as
well as your bed?"

Billlkm threw up his hande2 agaln with the
same pathetice little gesture of d:spalr.

“1 don't know what you'll think of me,
Herbert,” he sald, “but when T went away
I gave all 1 bad to the seamstress next
door."

“Well,' sald the captain, “go and see if
she can glve you any back.” But at the sug-
gestlon Billlam’'s pale cheek flushed,

“I ecan't quite do that," he sald, *but T
think T ean get some. You wait n minute
and 'l run down and see.”

Then Billlam proceeded to array hlmsell
In an old ulster, remarkably wide and bagpgy
about th: skirts, He opened it and showed
the Husgar how Ingeniously hie had sewn two
large pockets of strong canvas to each slde,

1 bring home the coals In these,” he sald;
“lan’t It a prime jdea?'”

“Where do you buy them?* asked the cap-
tain.

*l don't usually buy them,"” answered Dil-
llam, s'mply, *1 plek them!"

“Plck them and steal them,” sall Captain
Ormithwaite. *“You young brggar, what
would the governor say if he knew?"

Billlam looked up a little wearlly, as if the
subject had suddenly grown too large for dis-
cusslon.

“I ghan't be very long,” he sald, and went
on buttonipg the ulster about h's alim young

re-

body,
“In for penny, In for pound,” sald the
goldier, “I'll ecome. and help you to steal

eonls, If I'm cashlered for 10"

Billlam polnted to an old overcoat which
hung upon a nall behind the door.

*That's got pockets for coals and things,
too., If you really want to eome alcng,' he
gaid, not very hopefully, “but I think you
had better Jook to the collle till I come
back."

“I'm iIn for it,"" sa’d the Hussar; *“it's my
night out. Come on!" he erled, pulllng at
the coat, which threatened to turn out too
small across the shoulders for him. *“What
i rum smell it has though,' he added, lift-
Ing up one of the lapels and sniffing at it.

“Oh,' sald Billlam, “that's only the doge,
Sometimes I wrap (he worst cases up in It,
But Ity all right, old chap,” he added hastily,
“I always disinfect it carefully.'

They went down the dimly lighted greasy
gtnirs without meeting a soul. When they
arrived at the foot, Hilllam turned sharp to
the left, and the Hugsar found himself in a
darkish wlde lane, In whieh were Do gas
lamps. At the end of the lane wos a great
ooal station, full of wagons and stucks of
ceal, black and shining, dimly seen between
two tall gate posts. The latest dellvery
wegons ef the day were just leaving the
yard on the way to the city coal storee, there
to be ready for the morning demuand. They
rumbled out in a long procession, manped hy
men as rough and grim and black as the coal
thev werked among,

The coal carters kept up hrigk Inter-
change of compliments with one another,
vorying this by an cccasional lump of coal,
Great wedges and nuts of It were nlsa belng
Jolted ccntinually off the carts as they jostled
and lurched through the dark and deeply
rutted Iane,

"Come on," sald Billiam,
enough."

And he ran among the grinding wheels,
nipplng up every plece of cosl which lay on
the road end pushing it in his ulster pocket
with tralned alacrity, His brother endeav-
ored to Imitate him, but he was unaceus-
tomed and clumey and got but few pleces,
and those small It was Interesting work,
however, for the wagons surged and roared
like a maels rom between the high walls apd
the tall housep. The Hussir found that It
needed much quickness to selze the prey
and bag It, evading, meanwhile, the suceeed-
Ing carts, which came on at a pace which
wan almost a brisk trot,

Presently a huge coal carter, ptanding up
on his wagon, caught elght of the captain
lifting « plece of coal from the side of the
road, He went a ready missile after him,
which teok effect Just between his shoulder
bl des,

“Cet oot o
he shouted.

Captaln Ormithwalte of the One Hundred
and Tenth Hussars sprang toward the as-
pallant to take him by the throat, but the
wiatchful Billlam had his brother prompily
by the arm.

“Mind what you are about,” he sald. “Bee,
stand In there, and we'll s0on get enough to
Jat wu three or four days.'

The brothers took shelter In a cellar door-
way, both of them grimed to the oyes. Bil-
Hamn produced a lildeous mask out of his side
pocket and put It cu,  Then he slid off the
docretep and took up his position on a little
mound of hard trodden earth and engine ash,

“Ho! Ha!" he cried, Yo ore u set of
dirty, luzy Gllmerton oalrters!”

Every coachmoan on the wagons leaped up
at the words a» if be had been wmtung, and
the raln of coal cobs which fell about Billlum
wan astonlshing and deadly, but by lopg
practice he evaded every one of them, let-
ting vome sllp past him and catching the
stealght ones ap cleverly as ever he had done
the ball when he kept wicket on the green
playing felds.

Presently the captaln found Billlam, pow &

“We'll soon get

shkulker, ye!"

that ye
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very swollen and bulky Billlam, once more
beside him. y

“You go and Al up at the back of the
mound where I was guying ‘em,’ he sald;
“there's guite half a ton there.”

And very obedlently the Hussar went, with
a grim delight In his heart to think of the
it his €. O. would have, if he could only
have seen him. Presently he had filled
up, and, leaving the rear of the coul avenue
for the qulet of the houge, Billlam and his
bruther slunk laborlously upstalrs to thelr
gurret.

“Lord, shall T ever be clean agaln?"

groaned the captain, looking at his hands.
““To think what you have led an efficer of
the Queen Into—you blegsed young gallows
bird, Billlam!"
“IImpty the coals here,” commanded Bil-
Ham; and his brother poured out hiz hoard
Into a large compartment bullt heglde Lhe
wirdow, How DBllllam could have earried so
great a load was a puzzle, but certainly
thers could not have been less than o
hundredweight of cosl in his canvas pocketn
alone. He hastened to Al a pot with water
and In a letle while he had a shallow bath
full of warm water. This he sel out In the
corner behind a screen made of & gray sheel
which hung upon a cord.

“go in there," he sald, “ond get yourself
clcan, you horrible Sybarite! I'll go ‘round

the wards. Dogs don't object to a litile
grime."”

When be came back to take his turn at
the bath a fresh pot full of waler was

ready and the room was bright and warm,
The Hussar had attended to the fire and had
swept the floor. The brothers were in the
Inuer room, In which Billiam usually campod.
There was a sofn in it now, and an easy
chalr of wickerwork.

“I'tl toes you for the sofa, young 'un,”
sald the captaln,

“Hight,"” #ald Billlam, promptly, *‘Talls!™
“Heuads It 18!"" crled the Hussar with some
relier.

“Qlad of that," quoth cheerful Billlam,
*1 prefer the floor anyway. You can make
quite a decent thing out of rugs and over-
conts. And besldes, Slecping on the foor
makes you so Jolly glad to get up In the
morning."

B0 they turned In and slept the sleep of
the just, Bllllam was up by daylight ana
bad a cheerful fire burnlng when his brothoer
awoke. Ho brought him a cup of tea and
told him to roll over again. But the captain
wans now wide awake and eager for talk,
kind of
thing?" he sald, “and why don't you buy
your coals like an ordinary belog?"

“Well," sald Billlam, *this Ie the sort of
thing I take to, you see. It's Interosting all
the time. I suck In oceans of learning ail
day till I'm tight, and theo I practice it all
the evening:  And as for conls—well, some-
tmes I de¢ buy them. But £160 & year
doesn’t spread far lo rent, classes and vietu-
ali—not to epeak of dresslng and lint.  And
pleking up coals In the lane down there e
Just about as exciting as soldlering, 1 guess,.™
YHee here,' sald the captaln, 1 think 1
pould get over the governor to double your
allowance, I've been preity ilght on hlm

lately, and he thioks me a good little man.
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It T do, will you leave off plgging up here
and live decent?"

Billinm selzged hix hand,

“You are a good chap, sure,’ he sald.
“Try it on the dad, Heb! 1 could get
proper cublcles for the beists then, an op=
erating table and perhaps I might even af-
ford to hire a yard"

“The captaln legped from hie sofa and be-
gan to pace up and diown In hlg pyjamas,

“Of all the fools God ever made, Billlam,
you are the mowt confounded! Why In
ereatlon didn't you settle down and be &
proper parson, it you wanted to do all this
kind of thing? It mekes me slck!"

Billlam looked at him & while am If for
enee he would try to explain, Hut the
hepelessness of the task made him turn
away sadly, Nobwdy ever would under-
stand, He must go on and on, il they
put him o a lunatic aeylum,

“Heo here,' he sald, "better put on your
dlothes, Herbert, You'll be sure to catch
cold prancing ahout there in your night
things, And you don't look pretty,” he
added, ltoking st him eritically.

“pBut why wouldn't you be a pason, Bil-
Ham? That beats me dead, You're Just the
¥ort of chap for a parson,'

vSeur!” gald Billlam, ‘who ever heard of
a parson just for splicing up dogs and cate
and things? There's enough of the other
kind to go round, surely. And lht‘l‘l"lll'ln],
one of Billiam for this sort of parsoning.”

owell, Billlam," sald Captain Ormithwalte
a little later, *I'm off up to town. Thig Is
all very wuoll for a night, but a little more of
it would kil me, I declare 1 shall smell
doggy and chloratey for a month. Here's
pome sinews for you,, Billlam. It's all I can
spare.’

“Phank you,'" sald Blllfam, pocketing the
notes without demur, *'I may be the prodi-
gl chup In the purable, but I'm blowed If
you aro the old kind of elder brother, the
fellow who would not go "

“That's sl rlght,"” wsald the captain, "Let
us besr that you keep ribald, 1 guess you'll
sllp Into heaven ahead of some of the parsons
yet, Billlam,"

“IUIl be when Peter's not looking, then,*
pald Hilltam, shaking his head, “but if they
do nick me &t the gate, why I guess there'll
always be plepty for a fellow like me to
turn his hand to In the Other Place™
(This |s not, bowever, the end of Billlam.
For Lthere was 4 seamstross across the land-
ing who seriously interfered with his plans.)

Y(}ive me a lver regulator and I can regu-
fate the world," waid & genlus, The druggist
handed him a bottle of DeWitt's Little Early
Hisers, the famous litle pills,




