==

.

|
l

OMAHA SUNDAY BEE

PAGES 17 TO 20.

Ef

STABLISIHHED JUNE

19, 1871.

OMAITA, SUNDAY

—— e

MORNING, JULY 21,

NONITOR  AND  MERRIMAC!

Recolleoions of & Famons Naval Qcmbat
by a Participant,

“SCINES IN THE MONITOR PILOT HOUSEL

The Nuarning sand Ramming of the Union
Fileet by the Confederate Terror
Graphie ODeseription of the Great

Hattie by Lieutenant Howard,

(Copyright, 185 by Frank G, Carpenter)
WASHINGTON, July 18, —Among tho bills
which will be presented to congress at the
coming session will be one for the increase of
the rank of Licutenant S8amuel Howard. Lieu.
tenant Howard eame within one-tenth of 1
per cont of pasxing the technical examination
glven by the martinets of the Department of
the Navy in 1876, and by them he was re-
fused a second examinatlon. Committecs of
gongress havy reported In favor of the bill,
And, If pasred, It will be only justice to one
of the bravest men the United States has
ever known, Among the most herole acts
of the late civil war was that of thi¥ man
Howard when he volunteered lo act as the
pllot of the Monitor In {ts terrible fight with
the Merrimae at Hampton Hoads. He carried
the venvel throughout that engagement, and
his story of that awful Nght s now here given
for the first time to the publie.

THE PILOT OF THE MONITOR,

But first let me tell you something about
Lidutenant Howard. He is an old man now,
and his years number seventy-five. Still his
eye Is bright, his step I8 irm, and he |8 men-
tally as sound am he was when, now more
than a generation ago, he took the Monitor
Into action, He I8 an stralght as an arrow
and hls bearing Is military. He has a broad
forehend, bright blue eyes and a long blonde
beard, In which there areé many gray strands.
He lives In a modest 1iitle house alinost
under the shadow of the natlonal capitol. He
Is the personification of modesty, and In hix
talk about the engagement with me last night
he kept bimsell In the background. 1 had
to ask many questions hefore | got the story
of his life. His first voyage was taken at
the age of 16, when he sulled from Dublin for
the Mediterrancan. 1 belleve he ran away
from home to go to sen, and he had visited
nearly every part<of the world, and had
wonsted up and down the Atlantie shores of
the United States for many vears befora the
war began, He had been several times, eap-
tain of a vessel, and, as a paturalized Amer-
foan oltizen, he put himsell at the service of
Uncle Bam as soon as the war opened. He
was appolnted acting master of the brig
Amanda, whose duly It wias to const up and
down the eastern shores of ‘he Atlantio and
capture the ships that tried to run our blogk-
ade, and he left thig ship to act as pllot for
the Monltor. Speaking of hin modesty, he
evidently thinks that he did no more than
any other man would have done upder sim-
Har coiroumstances, and when [ asked him
whether he wae nol afraid when he wae
penned up In that little fron box with the
shot and ghell ralning down upon it, he re-
plled:

“I had no time to think of belng afrajd,
It was all I could do to keep the boat mov-
ing according to the directions of Captain
Worden, who stood In the pllot house by my
Bide."

HOW HOWARD WAS APPOINTED.

The main facts of the engngement betwoen
the Monltor and the Merrimac are well
known, but there are many detalls which
have never been glven to the publle. It is
pafe (o say that had it mnot been for
Bamuel Howard thera would have been no
netion that duy. The Merrimac would have
returned and the Minnesota and milllons of
dollars' worth of Uncle Sam's property would
have. been destroyed. When the Monitor
came Into Fortress Monroe she found herself
unahle to go into action for the want of a

flot. She had been brought from the north
y 4 Baltiimore man who sympathized with
the south, and when Foriress Monroe wik
renched this man refused to take the lttle
fron monster out against the Merrlmac. The
pllots on the boats at Hampton Roads were
also southern sympathizers, and either from
this or frdm cownrdlee, they refused to et
They snld they knew nothing about the
waters, and Captain Worden was In despalr
when he was called upon by Samuel Howard
and the captaln of his brig. These two had
brought thelr ghip from Wilmington to Port.
ress Monroe for provisions, and seeing the
Monitor they came (o visit her. As they
stopped upon  the deck Captaln Waorden
grested them and told them his troubles
about a pilot.  Lieutenant Howard at onee
offered to take the position, He auld he knew
pomething of the Roads, and that he would
gladly conduct it Into action. He told Cap-
taln Worden that the pilots had been lying
to him about thelr Ignorance, He sald
“They are a set of rebols, capinin, and they
know the Hoads better than 1 do, but you
can't make them act. You had better take
me.” To this Captain Worden gladly as-
sented, and Howard was ushered Into the
pllot house of the Monitor and remained
there almost from the time of 1is arrival
Baturday until the close of Its fight with the
Merrimao on the following day.
THE DEADLY MERRIMAC,

Before I glve Lieutenant Hewmd's story
of the baltle proper let me say somothing of
the events of the day preceding. Lieutenant
Howard had arrived on s brig in Jdme to
see the engagement between the Merrimuce
and our gunboats, and the most of my In-
formation concerning that fight comes from
him, Sitting In the rigging of his ship
with his ghes he saw the queer lronclad
sull down the Elizabeth river and tnke its
way across the channel to engage with ouvr

nhoats Iying along the coast heuwween

ewport News and Fortress Monroe, and
he watched that terrible fight. The Merril-
mae, you know, was a [rigate of 3,600 tons,
which had been burned and sunk Auring the
spring of 1861 at Norfolk.

A fow montha later it was ralsed by the
confederates and converted Into an lronclad,
The ship was then cut down to the old
bherth decks. Her machinery was left within
her, but the whole of the ship above the
water was covered with Iron  plates two
inches thick and elght Inches wide, so
riveted together that the wvessel had an
armor of lron four Inches thick. Upon its
prow they put a great lron ram, which
projected  four feet beyond the vessel and
which did terrible damage to one of the
northern gunboats before the Monitor ar-
rived, In the sides of the vessel there
were port holes, and the ten great guns
behind these vomited forth shot and shell
without ceasing while she was In action
The ship was commuanded by some of the
ablest ofMccrs In the confederacy, and It
had & crew of 00 pleked moen, It was a
clumsy vessel, It drew twenty-three foet

of water. It ecould not travel more than
fiva miles an hodr and it took from thirty
to forty minuted to turn. Still, with the

wooden ships of 1862 1t was an all-powerfnl
monster, Its lron coat made it practically
Impreguable, and when It started on Its
first voyage of destruction there was 2
panie in the cablnet at Washington and
Becretary Stanton predicted that It would
ruln our navy, and the other members
almost felt that It was already anchared
In the Potomae with s guns  trained
on the white house. The shlp was bullt ut
the Norfolk navy yard, its iron plates bhaving
been rolled at the Tredegar Iron foundry in
Richmond. When it started out some of the
ofeets thought that it was merely for a trial
trip, but, i 50, It was the most terrible trial
that any wessel ever had.
RAMMING OF THE OUMBERLAND.

Only & few miles from Norfolk Is Foriress
Moenroe, with Hampten Roads lylpg Letween
About seven miles above Fortress Monroe, at
the mouth of the James river, |8 Newport
News. This line of several miles constitutes
he nopthern part of the Roads, and, ncat-
orel along it, was a line of men-of-war.
Noarest Fortress Monroe were the three
frigates, the St. Lawrence, the Roanoke and
the Minpesota. Just off Nowport News
were anchored two maora frigates,
the Congress, conlalnlng fifty  guns,
and  the Cumberland, having thirty,
These boata evidemtly did pot e
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were few signs of actlon about the ships antfl I
the Merrimae was seen steaming  toward
them. The guns were, however, quickly put
In order, and, ax the gueer monster of iron
moved up, the Cumberiand opened with her
heuvy gutn, and the Congresg came to her
all, The shore batteries Jolned in, but the
balla fell from the tron sides of the Merrimae
without peneteating them, and she still came
Bhe d4id not fire until she Was within
raxy range, when ehe gave a broadside at the
Congress, Hhe A1d not stop here, but pointing
her itan prow At the Cumberiand she put on
full steam and made for i1, The ship was
struck at right angles, and the hole made
wan wo large that a horse and eart could
have been driven through 1t without toneh-
ing its wldes, It was so akillfully done that
the wallors on the Merrimac afterward said
that they hardly felt the shock. With this
great hole tn her side the Comberland's fate
was sealed, and Lieutonant Howard saw her
kink beneath the waves, Her men, he says,
kept up thelr fire until the bout wenl down.
THE CONGRESS BURNELD.
The Merrimae, atter striking the Cumber-
land, backed out and began a new attack
uponn the Congress, The men at Fortress
Monroe could see the smoke of both vessels
an they rained shot and shell upon one an
other., Finally the Congress ran aground,
and her oMeers, seelng that they could do
nothing more, ran up the white flag. In her
grounded conditlon the Meérrimace could nol
possibly take her, and, after taking off a
few prisoners, they shelled her with hot shot.
Bhe wan soon a mass of flames, and ghe wis
still burning when the Monltor arrived. In
the meantime the United States [rigates
the Roanoke, the St Lawrence and the Min-
nesota had salled from Fortress Monroe to
the rescus. The necessity of a good pilot
can be seen by what followed, The ships had
hardly started before they ran aground, and
the Merrimae, hiving finlshed up the Cum-
berland and the Congress, was now ready
Lo steam toward them. It was, however,
Inte  Saturday afterncon. The tide had
changed, and the pllots of the Merrimac sald
that she mus=t draw off until morning, or
she would alse go aground, Thelr advice
was taken, and the ship drew off to the
southern side of Hampton Roads, near
Sewanll's Point, Its officers Intending to come
back and destroy the Minnesota the next day.
THE MONITOR APPEARS,

When the day broke, however, there wae a
new figure on the scene. ‘It looked,” says
Mr. Howard, “litke a massive Iron turtle
with & gigantie black cheese box on its back,
and It swam o and fro in front of the Minne-
gotn, and between it and the Merrimac,”"  As
the day grew brighter, thrfough thelr glasses
the confederate officers could get a better
|dea of this new marine monster. It was ap-
parently a raft plated with lron, with a great
round tower rigsing from its center. As the
officers looked they saw this tower move
plowly about, and two mighty eleven-inch
gung were pointed o the direction of the
Merrimae., They hud read about this vessel
which was belng made. They knew It was
Ericsson's Monitor, and they thought it the
strangest looking vessel which up to that
time had flonted upon the sea. It looked very
small beslde the mighty Merrimae, and its
two guns did not appear Invulnerable in com-
parlson with thele ten,  “ls speel,'” says
Lleutenant Howard, “‘wag not more Lhan five
knots an hour, or just about the same ax the
Merrimae, but Its small glze enabled it o
move about more qulekly, and It was more
managealbile in every way, It had left New
York two days before, and when It was still
twenty miles from Fortress Monroe (s offi-
cers had heard the booming of the guns of the
engagement of the Merrimae with the Cum-
berlund and Congress, When I went on
board of her the Congress was still blazing,
and Capta’n Worden had just Heard of the
terrible destruction which the Merrimae had
accomplished that day. HMHe was shown how
the Merrimae had drawn off, and was told
that It would surely come back In the morn-
Ing to destroy the Minnesota, the Roancke
and the 8t. Lawrence, and he was anxious
to go at once to their defense,

“Well, as soon as It was decided that T was
to net as pilot T went down into the pllot
honse and we at once got under way., The
pilot house was a little iron box jus! large
enough for four men to stand upright within
It, Tt wis situated in the fore part of the
vessel, some distunce In front of the revoly-
ing turret, In which the guns were placed.
It was half above and half below the iren
deck, and 1t was, in fact, a squuare iron box,
made of iron logs about nine Inches thick
which were bolted and dove-talled at the
corners, There were little slits between the
upper set of logs and the one below, through
which we could prep out. The stesring wheel
was secured to one of the logs, and 1 had
wire connection with the engines, which were
under the deck, 8o that by th: ringing of
bells 1 could glve the proper signals to the
engineer. The turret, behind us, so revolved
that the guns were every now and then
poinged directly at the pllot house, and dur-
ing the actlon the ofMicers had to be wvery
careful that they did not hit the house. |1t
was Saturday night that  we sailed past
Fortress Monros and came to anchor In front
of the Minnesota, A darker night T don’t
think ever came out of the heavens. You
conld almost feel it, and it was only by Lhe
light of the burning Congress that [ was
able to get my bearings, This made a falp
light, and I strered by I, The Minnesota
wias a fing vessel. She was a friguie, bearing
elghty-four guns, and she looked very grand
In comparison with the little Monitor as we
sulled by her. We moved to a short dis-
tanes In front of her and thin walted for
duy,

THE FIGHT WITH THE MERRIMAC.

“The sun rome that morning on waters like
a millpond, It was a beautiful Sunday, and
you could see for milesm on each side of
you. A4 the day broke the Yorktown and
the Jamestown, two of the confedernte ships,
came out and started for the Minnesota. We
al ones got under way and sent a shot at
them. They left at once, They didn't want
to have anyvthing to do with the ‘cheese-hox
on a raft, as they called It, In the meant'mne
the Merrimae had rousedl up and came on
toward the Minnesotn, The Monltor rested a
little in front of the Minnesota and walted
for her. The officers were In the turret,
Captain Worden stood by my side and gave
the orders. The Merrimac first fired at the
Minnesota, and then Captaln Worden gave the
order for the Manltor to go for the Merrimac
and to begin fAiring. The Merrimac was a
mile off when we started for her. The shots
were at once concentrated on the two Iron-
clads. We turned thie way and that, firlng
about every seven minutes. We kept moving
about the Merrimac and getilng in good
shots at almost every fire, The vessels were
often neot more than thirly feet apart, and
the engagement was terrible. The turret of
the Monltor was made of heavy plates of
iron, xo that fts walls were about eight inches
Ihick. The shots of the Merrimuac pounded
great denis In it, but they did not go through.
Our guns tore the iron from the Merrlmao,
and had we understood ils construction, we
might have sunk ber., We should have almed
for her at the water line, Her lron plates
did not extend much below this. 1 have al-
wiayk thought that we did sand one ghot Intp
her, and 1 think wo would have surely sunk
her had we continued to Are In this way.”
CAPTAIN WORDEN'S NARROW ESCAPE,

“When was Captaln Worden wounded '

It was some hours after the beginning
of the engagement, a lttle after noon,"
replied Lisutenant Howard, “‘He was stand-
lug at my right, and was bending over and
looking out of the elit,. We were Just go-
Ing by the Merrimae, and were not more
than ten yards from her when a shell siruck
the log just below the sight hole, and then
exploded, It broke this eight-inch log of
Iron In twao, It threw one end of It up-
ward and the log held there In the air by
the dove-tall with which It was fastened to

the box, The aplinters of the shell few
threw the slit. With them came powder
and flame. These got into Captain Wor-

den's eyes and blinded him. They cut
his face, so that It was covered with blood,

and his elothes and mine were coverad
with dust and powder, Captain Worden ex-
plaimed that he was shot. He could not

see, but the light that came Iln made him
think that the pllot house was rulned, and
he gave orders 10 move off. He then felt
his way down through the floor inte the
fower part of hisn vessel, where his cabin
wis, und gave the command over to Lisuten-
ant Greene. That shot came near destroying
the pllot house, Had we been a second
later In turning, Captaln Worden and mynself
would surely have been killed. As It was
we were saved only by that dove-tailed |

standing in the air. Had It fallen it woul
have crushed ua both. Had the boat been

pect an engagement. The washing of the
sallors was hanglog oo the riggiug, and there

less slow Lo moving the shot would have

struck the pilot hotise square, and we were
80 elowe that nothing could have saved us
An It was It hit the fron logs at an angle of
seventy-five degrees, and only broke them
Captain_ Worden was a terrible sight ax he
moved down Inte his cabin, The blood was
rushing from every part of his face. His
eyes were closed, and hin skin was blackened
with the powder. His wounds, However,
seemed to have his least thought. He did
not faint, and he kept his mind opon the
battle. He gave over the direction of the
vessel to Lieutenant Greene, and we had to
repart to him every few minutes as to how
the fight was golng on.'

HOW HOWARD SAVED THE MINNESOTA

“id the officers of the Merrimac know
that they had shot Worden at this time?"
1 asked,

“1 think not.,” replied Lieutenant Howard,
"for they moved off so shortly afterward. My
firat orders from Lieutenant Greene were Lo
move off and make for Fortress Monroe, |1
Al not know at this time that he had been
made chief In command. 1 thought this orler
4 great mistake, for 1 knew that If we et
the Mertimuae would come back and destroy
the Minnesota. Instead of obeylng Lleuten-
ant Greene T went down to see Capialn Wor-

dene 1 snid to him, ‘Capiain, they want me
to move off to Fortress Monroe, If we do
this the Merrimac will surely destrey the

Minnegota, 1 don't want to do t.'

“You mist see Lieutenant Greene” replied

Captaln Worden, ‘He lg now in command,
and you must get your orders from lim.’
"I then went to Lieutenant Greene and
begged him not to leave the Minnesota. 1
showed him the danger of the Merrimae com-
Ing baek, and after a while persuaded him to
allow me to take the Monitor to the Minne-
sota. This we did and anchored there, In
the meantime the Meérrimae was slowly
moving off toward Norfolk, and her share in
the battle was over. During the engage-
ment her men, T understand, were anxious to
get close enough to us to board us, hoping
that they ecould desiroy the machinery in the
turret with sledges and wedges, I think
such a thing would have been Impossible,
Shortly after the Merrimae moved off, 1
atked Lieutenant Greene I He would not
like to take n shot nt the Yorktown and the
Jamestown, the two confederate men-of-war
which were anchored off Sewall's Polnt, half
A mile away, He consented, and we steared
for them. We fired a shot at each of them,
and as we dld so they slipped their cables
and left.'

M you go on the Minnesota?" 1 asked.

“Yes,” was the reply, “We boarded It
while we were Iying beside it. We were sur-
prised to find no one on it. The ship had
been  deserted by all =ave the commis-
sloned oMeers and a few others, A
fuge had been connecled with Its maguazine
and It was so arranged that It would have
been blown up lial there been any danger of
netual capture by the Merrimac. It was used
after the war as a recruiting ehlp and sta-
tloned at New York., I was ordered to duly
upon it, and acted as one of its lleutenants
for mora than a yenr."

“You did not remaln upon the Monltor?"”

*No, The Merrimae did not return, and 1
left the ship that evening and went back to
my brig, the Amanda. T was afterward In
cammanid of another monitor on the Missis-
elppl.  Its name was the Neosho, and I left
her at the close of the war, After the war
wias over my service wis on the old Minne-
sota. Then Captain Worden was ordered to
take the Pensacoln to Ban Francisco, and he
asked the Navy department to make me one
of ite subordinate officers, This was done,
and it is strange that both he and 1 should
survive that stormy day and each live to be
more than three score and ten.”

c\:mK l\. CA,qqus:.‘

———
CONNUBIALITLIES,

A man In Hackensack, N. J., bought an-
other man's wife for $50. He pald for her In
Installments of §8 a month.

At a recent soclety wedding In Chicagoe the
bride, a widow, was given saway at the altar
by her son, a child of 10 years,

It 1= siated aw an Interésting soclologieal
fact that In London out of 100 widowers
who marry again twelve marry their house-
keepers,

C. H. Clalr of Aurora, I111., who marrled
Mi¥s Jordan of Danwville, I11., deserted her
a week later because his maother-in-law and
brother-in-law Insistsd on him paying all
bille of the combined families,

It has leak'd out in San Francisco that
Dr. J, Milton Bowers, who was twice sen-
tenced to be hanged for polsoning his third
wife In Ban Franclseo ten years ago, was
miarried for the fourth time lagt May In
Denver to Miss Marry Bird, a Sun Jos:
school temcher, who was Bowsrs' patient ba-
fore the death of his third wife.

At all times gurters have been consldered
very lmportant detalls of woman's dregs, and
always associated In some manner with motri-
mony, Down through half a dozen centuries
comes to us the custom practiesd toduy of
laving the garters as a fnishing touch to a
bride’s tollet. The particular girl friend
who is permitted to slip them into place |8
conceded to stand the best possible chance of
wedding  happlly before twelve months are
o, A prospeet of near and biissful matri-
mony Is also shared by the friend who ge-
cures the privi‘cge of making a bride's gar-
ters, the proper pattern for which is now a
cirele of white slik elastle covered with em-
broldered white satin and clasped by a small
gold buckle enanmeled in white bow knols.

Money marrisges are becoming more and
more fashionable among the European nris-
toorats, They haven't any brains, most of
them, to earn money honestly otherwlise, and
their pairimeny and estates belng morlgag:-
ridden, they look for gold to marey. In this
search for heiresses they drop one seraph
after another, so that advertigements like on:
appearing the other day no longer are Infre-
quent. It was an Austrian marguls, a high
government employe, handsome and distin-
gue, who look:d for a partner. In fat type
the advertisement =inted that erred and race
made no dlfference, but that at least 2,000,000
floring ($1.200,000) were required for dowry,
of which he, th® marquls, wanted half In
hiz own right. Ian't that chirmingly plain?
And, mind yvou, these are precigely the men
who love to cast slurs on the Amerloans for
thelr ‘‘chase aft:r the almighoy dollar.”

Laughter spolled a wedding in Ienver re-
cently. The contracting partles were Fred
B. Balley and Mrs. Josephine Kilech, and
wfter the ceremony was about two-thirds
through they were selzed with a it of laugh-
ter, and the clergyman who was performing
the ceremony refused to continue with
it. After  securing  the llesnse the
couple had expressed a desire to be married
ut once, and Bishop Warren, who was a wit-
ness In a suit, was called upon to perfarm the

ceremony. They all adjourned to the office
of the Telsphone exchange in the county
bullding. When the bishop asked of the

groom, “Do you take this woman to be your
lawful wedded wife,” both the bride and
groom burst out laughing. The bishop looked
sternly at both of them, then folded the li-
cense, handed It to the young man and sald:
*“I think this marriage will go no farther at
this time.” He walked out of the room,
e —

IS MODEST SCHEDULE.

(Lowlsville Courter-Journal,)
He does not want a blg steam yacht,
A eylish dame—a seaside bheach—
A polo ground—4 prancing team—
Hu—}'uml n modest puree's reach,

He only asks a lttle house—
A wilfe that doean’'t take on alrs;
A child or two—a host of friends—
A gorch—£ome pipes—and bamboo chalrd,
I

A bhammock—and a lot of books—
A camera—n quiet nag—

And in the barn—for use—not looks-
A vehicle thut steed cun drag.

A garden plot—a hoe and rake—
A ekiff—a siream not fur away;

With these—he boasts—a man can make
An empire of 4 summer day.

-— ———
Crows Hold ( ourt.
Dr. Edmundson says that in
land Islands the holding of crow courts Is
of very cominon oocurrence, As a rule a
hill or fleld Is selected to act as a court
bouse and the sesslon commences. The pro-
ceedings are conducted In any way but sl-
lently, though as te the exact mode of pro-
cedure, whether counsel are employed or &
Jury empaneled, no ornithologiat has been
able to way. All Dr. Edmiundson says
is that after & great deal of cawing the
whole court falls upon the unbappy prisoners,
and they are promptly exterminated, after
which the court rises and the crows dis-
perse, each to his own district,

the Shet-

HOUNDING  THE TEACHERS

The Bleek and Oily Book Azeat Conspicuous
at the Denver Uonvention,

LAVICH WITH CONFECTIONS AND MUSIC

Evunomy Ignored In the Management of
the Pabile Sehools—Plen for Tesching
the Spanish LAnguRge—Specimens
of Boston Cale

One of the largest armles of syave camp
followers that ever trallsd a convention surs
rounded the annual meeting of the Natlonal
Sduontional associntion, recently held in Don-
ver. The members of the nrmy were sloek
in apparel, well fed and lavish in thelr at-
tentions to teachers. According to the Den
vir Nows they were consplcuons In thes hotels,
the rotundas and in private quarters and by
force of smiles and not at all times welcome
services spught to place the members of the
asgocintion under obligatlons to them and
win thelr Influence for thelr particular wares
Always ready to glve information or to give
directlons and advice about exgursions, both
in the city and beyond its limits, this body of
truckling agents was aiways on hand. Even
when t(he despairing visitors sought the
mountains for rellel from a year's work and
freedom from even the thought of matters
pertaining to the school room, these pur-
snoers followed with untieing energy and made
thelr presence unpleasantly manifest. They
engaged the best rooms In the hotels, paying
theretor large sume of money and lived upon
the best that Denver had to offer. They
were not guests of the elty, but in propor-
tion to thelr number they were In far greater
evidence, ng wyech through the amount of
motiey spent by them as by thelr omnipres-
enece, Not only did they engage the best
quarters, but money was spent for musie snd
refreshiment o & manner quite lavish when
the quiet methods of teachers are considered.
This body of camp followera was made up
for the mokt part of the agents of publish-
ing houses, For years these publishers have
been forelng & market for their wares and no
sooner do teachers and pupils become ac-
cuntomed to one set of Dooks than another
set s compiled. This has continued until
legions of text books have been printed and
parents have become deaperate. Some new
departure, which presentg the same old facts
In a different garb, and which frequently, em-
ploys new terme and Inereases the detall of
study U distraction almokt selzes the pupll,
Is what these people are looking for year
after year. According e lhelr [deas there
ghould be fashions in sahool booke just as
there are in clothing and the ehanges should
be as frequent sand marked. . As a result, new
books and syetems are substituted for the
old and the parent pays the cost that the
publisher and his agent may prosper,

THE AGENTS AND THEIR WORK.

To push this work; to eall attentlon to new
systems, Is the work of these agents at N, E.
A. conventions. To do effective work they
must live well and spend. money upon others,
and parents and taxpayers generally pay for
it all. The publishers pay largo salaries, the
agents travel expensively and Jive and enter-
tain in a sumptuous mapner, and all to the
end that publishers may extart money from
the people by folsting unoecessary publica-
tiong upen them, While In Denver the Amer-
fean Book compiny spent from $20 to $40 n
day for frult and confectimopy alone, sorsed

at thelr headquarters, and on one evening
purchased the services of the Mendelssohn
quartet,

Every company represented nt the conven-
tian had a number of representatives, First
on the list In point of numbers was the Amer-
lenn Book compuny. The corps wis made up
of George Howard, Clpcinnatl; Mre, Green,
New York: F. A, PFltzpatrick, Boston; O, .
Burchard, L. M. Dillmar, Major Claney, Chi-
cago, Captain Dorland and Dr. Call, Louls-
ville; George 8. Wedgewood, Omahba; J. T.
Winters, Nebraska; Mr. Todd, Wieconsin,
Ginn & Co. were represented by O. P. Barnes,
E. R. Smith, Mr. Gilson and Mr. Hallett,
Chicago; D, % Heath, by Meszsrs, Smythe,
Pemberton and Vose, Chicago; Sheldon & Co.
by Mr. Hunt, Chicago; Werner & Co., hy
Ira Baton of Chicago and Mr. FPhebus of To-
peka, Kun.: Allyn & Seott, by F. M. Kendall
Chieago, and Lench, Shewell & Co., by Mr
8 bley of Chic go, There we e 16p "se tatives
of these firms and companies, and even these
had other representat!ives,

Not all the text book publiehers In the
United States were represented nt the con-
vention, the experiences of the past not heing
such ag to encourage the necessary expendl-
ture, but thoge on the ground were gratified
with rosults and feel that they had greatly
benefited thems=elves and thelr employers, It
it nat the custom to solleit orders at these
conventions, such work being done malnly
throngh state leglslatures and county, clty
and distriet boards of education. The agents
of publighers were there merely to present
their goods and ghow them off to advantage.

ECONOMY AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS,

“There was one important subject that re-
celved no attertion at the Denver conven-
tlon," says the Chicago Journal, “though it
Is one In which taxpayers are deeply iIn-
terested.  This matter about which nothing
was sald |s the economic management or
the public schools, ‘The last report of the
national commissloner of education shows
that the cost per capita of educating puplle
in. our publle schools has almost exactly
doubled during the past twen!y years., The
Increase has been the smallest In the south
ern states and the largest In those of Lhe
northwest. All these states received large
land grants for the support of schools, but It
Is & curlous fact that school taxes are much
higher In these states than In those that
recelved no bounly from the gencral govern-
ment. The land grants, so far from de-
oreasing the amount to be ralsed by taxa-

tlon for the support of schools, have ap-
parently Increased It
“The greatest increase In the cost of

fchools has been in citles and towns in the
northwest. In them thete has Dbeen an
expenditure of money. that shows how little
regard has been shown to ecanomy. The
Hittle red wsechool house  stil) siands among
the hills of New Hampshire, In the forests
of Michigan and on the prairies in Indlana,
but in all the large towns there are palatinl
structures of dressed stpne and terra cotta.
Extravagance In bulldings appears to lead
to extravagance in all things pertaining to
the matmgement of schools. A costly
structure calls for expessive apparatus and
high salaries.

"Twenly years ago the cost of supporting
tchools in Chicago was about one-fourth of
the entire expenditurgs. of the municipal
government, Now the schools cost, within
a few thousand dollars, a8 much as I8 re-
auired to conduct all the other departments.
Every pupll in one of the numerous high
schools in the city costs the taxpayers $115.71
A year. Stil the persons in charge of the
school complaln that they have bLeéen ham-
pered for lack of funde.

“If the cost of publi¢ schools shall In-
créase during the next two decades as |t
has durlng the two just passed, it is evl-
dent that they will become like the grass-
hopper. & burden, and the result may be
an organlged opposition to the way they
are conducted, In the earlier day: of the
republic public schools were favored because
they were cheaper to support than private
schools, But at present they are far more
expensive. There ara many excellent colleges
in the country In which the tultion Is only
$25 a year, or less than one-fourth what Ji
Is in one of our oity high schools,

“In no thing do the youth of thie couptry
nead instruction as much as In forming
habits of economy. As an &ld to the forma-
thon of such hablts the school should be an
object lesson, In the good old days, which
are not so very old after all, children
learned economy while attending school, for
the boys built and tended the fires and the
girls awept the foors apd dusted off the
benches, If they wanted a her educa-
tien than that afforded by 0 oOmmon
school they earned the money Lo pay their
expenses at an academy or oollege. And
the boys and girls who &d this rose to be
the molders and mothers of the nation.

Now, they learn that It is the bounden duty
of the state to give them an education, and
by this they may Imbibe the soclalistic (dea

~thiut 1t Is the duty of the state to look
out for them after it has glven them an
education.”

PLEA FOR THE SPANISH

A periodical outery s made against the
etudy of anclen’ langusges in  our high
schools and universities, says the Philadel-

LANGUAGE

philn Rivord., Sirong arguments are vigors
ously advanced both o favor of and againse
such study, those who oppowe It decluring
that a knowledge of French or German s
far more advantageous to young men than
R Emattering of Latin or Greek., This view
In prebably carreet, But while the eonten-

tlon proceeds, those whom It Is Intended

benefit acquire Hitle Latin and dlmost less
French.
Thegge is one modern language, however

to the study of which too little attention is
belng given, and it need will be most ser)-
ously felt in commerclal circles within the
next generition. Reference (s had to the
Spanish languaige Our commercs with (he
Central and South Amerlean repubilics is
largely Increasing every year. Even slow-
golng Mexico Is becoming alive to this fact,
wnd id pecordingly making an effort to cap
ture some of the commerce fitting hither
wird and thitherward, She I8 actually golng

g0 far asx (o listen to the scheme which (s
being  advocated for the formation of a
United States of the Latin-Amerlean repub-

Hes of the central portlon of the continent—
A confederation, which, with Mexleo us A
part, would very largely lnereasge commeres
between this country and the new United
Btates to the southward. The commercial
possibllities of these Latin republics are
excerdingly wvast, Our present commerce
with those countries I8 as nothing to what
It will be twenty<five years hence, when a
knowledge of the Spanish language will be
absolutely essential to all young men en-
gaged in the counting houses of the firms
engaged in business with that part of the
globe,

Let parente and pedagogues, therefors,
evnse their bickeringe as to the respective
merits of Greck and French, and put Into
the boys" heads n practical knowledge of
Spanish, which they will find it not diffien!t
to bulld upon a tolerably falr foundation of
Lathi.  French may be the language of re-
finemient, and as such its acquisition Is more
or less desirable. Dut the great langunges
of commerce not muny years hence will be
our own language, the German langunge and
that charming tongue for which this plea |s
made—the tongue of Cervantes and of Cortes,

QUEER ANSWERS BY CHILDREN,

Sinee wit has beon defined by Noah Web-
star as “the felicitous association of objects
not usually connected, so an to produce a
pleasant surprige,” may not the pupils of
some of Boston's public schools, who gave
the following answere to thelr examinatfon
questions, lay clalm to It? The record as
here given, says the Boston Budget, ix bona
fide, having been read during the past week
at the graduation exercises of one of the
leading grammar schools of this city:

1. Who were the pilgrims? A dirty, filthy
set who Uved under ground.

2, Name a domestle anlmal useful for
clothing and describe |is habits, The ox.
He don't have any habits, because he lives
In & stable,

3. If you were traveling across the desert
where would you choose to rest? 1 would
rest on a stool.

4. Mentlon five races of men.
children and bables,

6. Describe the white rnee and show that
it i superior to the other races. A white
man will nod st you when he meets you on
the strest,

. Of what I the surface of the earth
composed? Dirt and people.

7. Name a frult that has its seeds on the
outglde, Seed cake.

8. Name five forms of water, Hot water,
cold water, faucet water, well water and lee
water,

Men, women,

9. Name and loeate the five senses. The
eyes are in the porthern part of the face
and the mouth In the southern.

10. Who were the mound bullders? Hia-
tory eunnot answer these questions, Sclence
only can,

11. Defitie flineh and use It in a sentence,

Flinch, to shrink,
Is washed.

12, By what I8 the earth surrounded, and
by what is it Hghted? It Is surrounded by
witer and lghted by gas and electricity.

13, Name six anlmals of the Arctic zone.
Three palar bears and three seals.

14, What I8 yeast? Yenst ls a vegetable
fiying about in the alr, and hitching Itself
on to anything.

16, Why do you open the dampers In a
stove when lighting a fire? To let the
oxygen in and the nitrogen out,

Flannel Ninches when it

16. What did the constitution do for the
country? It gave the president a head.

17. What are the last teeth that come to
man? Falsa teeth,

—_— -
IMPPIETIES,

The minister of a congregation in an agri-
oultural distriet, says the Hartford Post, was
greatly annoyed Sunday after Sunday by the
unruly conduct of the junlor members of his
flock,  When any one of the younger repre-
sentatives of the gentler sex got  weary of the
evening service she would Invarlably rise
and go out, A moment later her admirer
would sleze his hat and sheeplshly follow
her. To such an éxtent would this course
of actlon prevall that by the time the dis-
course was linighed only the old people re-
mained for the conclusion of the service.
Mr. Jones concealed his chagrin for several
weeks, but at last he firmly resolved 1o act,
A youth grew drowsy one Sunday evening,
and, picking up his hat, stepped into the
alsle. But the minlster's keen eye was upon
him, and, to the culprit's dismay, he stopped
ghort In hls sermaon.

“Young man,” sald he, “the glrl who went
out last |s not the ons you wish (o walk
homea with. When she goes 1 will let you
know at once. Please sit down. After this
when a young womun goes out I will cull on
the proper young man to take care of her."

The minister resumed his discourse. There
was much tittering and conslderable anger,
but bis sermons were not Interrupted again,

An Engllsh clergyman who was suddenly
called on to .preach to a congregation of col-
lege students was unuble to speak without
notes, and bad only one written sermon with
him, which was on the dutieg of the married
state, The toplc was hardly one that he
wotld have chosen for the occaslon, but he
hoped that it would pass muster as being ap-
propriate by antieipation, But unfortunately
he did not read the sermon over, and so be-
fore he knew It he had uttered this appeal:
“And now, & word to you who are mothers."

1 see this rellglous effort
Malaprop, "l goln® to

Chicago Post:
gociety," began Mrs,
meet—""

“This what?" asked her caller,
“This religlous effort soclety.
goin' to meet In Boston.™
“Oh, you mean the

soclety."”

“Same thing, ain't it nsked Mre. Mala-
prop, sharply. *‘Means the same thing, any-
way."

I ree (t's

Christian Endeavor

There was an odd Incldent connected with
the filre that destroyed the Salvation army
tent In Tacoma. When the smoke cleared
away all that was left of the tent wis a
charred slgn bearing the inscription, ''Pre-
pare to meet thy God."

“] wish you would come to our church, 1
know you would lke our pastor.'
“What does he preach about?"’
“He preaches about twenty minutes,
———
A Living Picture.
Bome of the girls at Atlantle City seem to
enjoy wearlpg suils that are extremely loud,
and mothers and chaperons seem to be
oblivious of the fact that the girls are at-

"

tracting ®0 much &ltention. One young
maiden, who 18 to be married In the fall,
came out last week with a dazgler. It was

made of white Aaunel,
bratd. It looked very handsome before the
wearer got wel. The skirt wan a little short
and there were a fow other discrepancies,
tut the young woman withal looked charming.
Bhe was about to tuke her first bath (that
Is, her first ocean bath of the season); the
sult really 4id lock too pretly to get wet,
but at last, after dleplaying herselfl and the
sult to the multitude, she went Into the
water. In abcut Afteen minutes she came

trimmed with gold

out and she looked liké¢ a stalug lo marble,

The clothes stuck to her like a porous
plaster. It only took her a few minutes to
get to her bathing house, but she was seen
by every one and the lttle affair was the
tople for gossip during the bathing hour.

——eee.
REAL BAR STORIES.

Lawfol Talea About Men on and O the
Beneh.

On one otcanlon a gentleman had a dispute
with a laborer over some triftling malter and
the hired man made complaint to Judge
Charles Reaume of Wisconsin, who began his
Judiclal earver In the Iatter part of the
elghteenth century., The justice ment 4 sum-
mons 1o the gentleman to appedr before him
to mnswer the charge, says the Chioago
Record, 1nstend of a writ on paper, with
nome and eeal, the constable bore a large
jack-knite belonging to Reaume, which had
aftent been tnade to serve the same purpose
When the gentleman approached the judge's
ofMee Heaume was standing In the door.
“You may go away!" exclalmed the judge in
broken English: “go away; I have given
judgment against ye  “Ah, good morning
Judge, good morniog,” sald the gentleman
sunvely, “Goud morning I have given
Judgment agalnst ye'" returned  Reaumoe
UOoming along by Burgan's store 1 saw
this coffea pot hanging out,’” sald the gentle-
mun, “and I bought It as a little present to

you, Judge; will you do me the honor to
accept 1t "Oh, yes, tnnk ye, Uank ye
Kindly; very much ‘bliged to ye," replied the
Jjudge, hig faca hroadeéning into a smile
“Oh, by the way, judge, 1 don’t owe that
fellow anything.'" sald the gontleman. " You
don't?" repeated Reaume, doubtfully, *“No,

I have really overpald him.'" *“The rascal!”
wmild Reaume, “what's he come here ror with
a le in hle mouf? 1 reverse my Judgment
and he shall pay de costs.*

Judge Wallace wis chief juctice of the
supreme court of Callfornin when an attorney
from Montana, who (8 now a well known
practitioner in San Francigco, says the Post,
applied for a certificate to practice before
the courts of the state, He stood before
the bar while another attorney made the
motlon for admission and presented the cer-
tifleate.

“1 don't like that fellow's looks,"
pered Judge Wallice to his assoclate.

“*Nor 1, either.”

SAvell, let's sit down on him?"

CAL right.”

Judige Wallace cleared his throat, smiled
upon the attorney, and sald:

“This court cannot recognize
cate of a territorial court.'

“HBut, your honor, I have here a decizion
of this very court upon that point holding
dlfectly to the contrary,’” replied the appli-
eant’s attorney.

“Let me see it demanded Judge Wal-
lace. .

It was passed up to him by the ballift
and he observed that the opinion had been
written by himself,

“Laooks as If he had us, doesn't 1t?" whis-
pered the judge to his associate.

“That's what it does. How are we golng
to get around that?"

Juidge Wallnee wiped his glasses carefully,
adjusted them on hix nose aml read a few

0B,
l”t"l‘lml Is not law,'” he declared emphati-
onlly, as he slammed the book on his desk.
“Phe application ls denled.”

whis-

the certifl-

Sivs o great pity,'" sald the convieted
burglar to his lawyer, “that yoi couldn’t have
made that clesing epeech of yours at the
opening of the case."

“1 don’t see that it would have made any
difference,””

“1t would, though. Then the Jury would
have been asleep when the evidence came In
and I'd have stood gome show."

“Your offense,’” sald the territorial judge,
“was most flagrant, 1 feel compelled to give
you the full limit of the law."

“Jedge," pleaded Socapetone Bowers, *‘this
here (s no less Lthan a Insult. It s the first
time I was ever held down to a limit In my
1ife."”

“Da you think you ecan make a fool out
of me?" hotly erled one lawyer to ancther in
Magisirate Fulmer's court In Philadelphia,

“Providence saved me the trouble,'" coolly
replied the other,

RELIGIOUS,

Ohio's caplital hae three divines whose fame
hag spread beyond our opn country—BIlshop
Wattergon and Drs, Gludden and Rexford.

Mr. Cassel, a Pennsylvania Germian, has n
library compoxed entirely of bibles, The
collection comprises nearly all the old and
curlouns editlons,

The Swedish Lutheran chureh of Minnesots
Is moving townrd the abandonment of the
Swedlsh tongue in its services and the adop-
tion of English, The children Know little
of Swedish.

The malden name of Mrs. Luecretin Mott,
the famous Quaker preacher, was Coffin, and
she was born In Nantuckei, belng a lineal
desoendant of Sir Isaac CoMn, an admiral of
the blue In the Britigh navy.

Wilford Woodruff, who was elected head of
the Mormon church on the death of John
Taylor, the successor of Drigham Young, 18
now S8 years of age, As n misslonary he
has travelod 200,000 miles, lecturing, preach-
Ing, and progelyting.

The latest English rellgions novelty ls a
smoking serviee. The following invitatlen hae
been widely circulsted In Whitechapel: *'If
you want a smoke free come next Sunday
afterpoon at 3 o'clock to Christ Church hall.
A free cup of tea if you like. Tobaeco
gratia"

A Mahanoy City,
chureh and lald an
A Pottsville young
took It home, used

Pa., chicken fMew Into o
¢gg on one of the seats.
lady found the egg and
It In baking a cake, and
thus sturted a Tund for the bullding of a new
Mithedlat BEplscopsl church at that place,
which fund is growing to large proportions.

The Roman Catholle archblshop of Mel-
buurne, in sending a check recently to the
promoters of a performance in ald of the
local Jewlsh charities, wrote that the Jews
g0 rarely appeul to the general publie for ald
and they so frequently help those of other
depnominations i slmilar movements he was
pleased to pupport thelr efforts,

AL 8t. Ignace, Mich., on August 6 will oe-
enr the dedleatlon of a new monument Lo
Father Marquette, on the gpot where it Is be-

lleved his bones rested for more than 200
years. The monument, an Imposing shaft of
marble and bronze, will supplant the plain
granite colump thet hag marked the sacred
§pot,

—_— .- — -

10 poROTHY,
Hy Right Hon. W. F. Gladstons, to his Grand-

dnughier
I know where there in honey In a jor,
Meet for a cectain Hitle friend of mine;

And, Drorothy, 1 know where dalsies wre

That only walt some small hands to inter-
twine
A wreath for such a gohlen head as thine

The thought

all glad;

The house I8 bright with blessoms high
and low,

And many @ little lass and Hitle lad
Expoctantly are running to and fro;
The fire within our heurts I8 ull aglow,

want

We child,
light

On this high day, the holiest and best,
Hecause ‘twas then, ere youth hud taken
Eht,
Thy grandmamma, of women lovellest,
Made me of men most hopored and momt
blest.

that thou art coming mukes

thee, to share In our de-

That naughty boy who led thee to suppose
He was thy sweetheart has, 1 grieve to

tell
llll'h

Deen ween (o
ross
And toddle with It to another belle,
Who does not treat him sltogether well,

nol that, let It teach

the gurden's choloest

But or

mind thee
this—
To waste no love on any youthful rover
(AN youths are rovers, | assure thee, miss)
No, If thou wouldst true constancy dis-
chver,
Thy grandpapa le perfect us a lover,

Bo, come, thou playmate of my closlng day,
The lutest treasure Ufe can offer mi,
And with thy buby laughter make us gy
Thy l}:-‘nh young volee shall sing, Do-
rothy,
&mnn that shall Bid the feet of sorrow
e,

CLEVER WORK OF A CROOK

Ex-United 8tates Treasurer Wyman Goes
Into the Details,

PAPER SUBSTITUTED FOR GREENBACKS

told Play of Winslow, a Treasury FEm
ploye, Who Robbed the Government of
$12,000 and Wus Afterward Uap-
tured and the Money Recovered.

An aceount of the famous Winslow ease,
which wns suggesied by the recent conviction
of Howgate, and appeared originally In one
of the Washington papers, was printed In
The Bee, According to this account, In Febs
ruary, 15877, the treasury ofielals at Washlug-
ton received a dispateh from First Nae
tlond]l bank of Chieago, announcing that &
packnge which was labeled to contaln §12,000
whon opened was foind to be made up of
rolls of tissue paper,

A, U, Wyman of this eity, who was at the
time treasurer of the United States, was at
once notifled by those under him of the
theft. Mr, Wyman communicated with Major
Jo 1 Brooks, at that time at the head of the
government secret seryice, for the purpose of
bringing the embezgler to punishment and (£
possible recover the money before It could
be spent. The alfhir was mansged with as
much secrecy as possible and the theft did
not leak out for some lttle time, but when
the detalls st longth became known It brought
to light one of the cleverest pleces of crooke
work which often ocecur In government cire
cles, whoere clerks are accustomed to handle
milllons of motiey and account for every,
cont,

the

TALKS OF THE CRIME.

Mr. Wyman, speaking of the octurrence
the other day, safd that this was the first
instance of the kind he had had oceur during
hig adminigtration. When the theft was dis=
psovered susplelon at once fell ¢n four em-
ployes, all of whom had Dborne excellent
characters, “As Major Brooks relates,” s=aid
Mr, Wyman, "ench of the men were cares
fully examined and they were severally put
under surveillance. We konew one of them
miust be guilty, for each In turn had handled
the package, one counting &t and then pass-
ing It on Lo mnother for a recount. Hy this
process (t passed through four different cages.

The one who was finally proven the
culprit was not a man to arouse any one's
susplolons,  He had been appointed to his
place on the highest recommendations, one
coming from a man of standing, who latee
became o candldate for the vice presidency.
He had undoubtedly tecommended him in
entire  good falth, 1 never Kknew that
Winslow, the man we afterward convicted of
the erime, was a maon of bad habits, &
drinker or a gamhbler, and so far #8 1 ean
now recall 1 do not think he hnd a family.
The account glven by Major Brooks of Lhe
eapture of Winslow Is eorrect. Winslow was
at first put off the track by being invited to
asslkt In capturing the real party. Then oue
Aetectives discovered that he was paying out
$100 bills, the exact denomination which the
package we shipped to Chicago should have
contained, The day that Winslow became
aware that he had been definitely spotted
ax the embezzler 1 remember very weoll, 1t
wits but shortly after the discoversd theft.
He had determined to run off to New Yorlk.
The day previous to the intended departurs
It was suggested to me by & newspaper
friend that I should be at home that evens
Ing. 1 understood what he meant and res
mained at home, walting for the door bell
to ring, which It soon did, when a pnckage
wig thrown into my house. 1 picked it up
and found It contained $11,000 in notes.
These were all that were ever recovered of
the amount stolen., Winslow's arrest fol-
lowed and on his person the evidences of hila
gullt were found In the shape of notes, paper
anil seallng wax, showing thet he had com-
mitted the erime. He was placed in thoe
penltentinry, The gentleman who gave me
the Information has gince become a prominent
publie official.

“I really think,' added Mr, Wyman, “that
the work of Winslow was one of the clevercst
joby of Its kind, T think It hoas been mutehed
Intely in the story of a theft perpetrated in
New York City by s bank employe, who
stole $41.000 by making a slmilar substitu-
tion of tissue paper for bank bills, His
bank was sending oft that amount by the
Adams Express company to Washington, In
that cake I understund that the thief way at
last located In South Amoerica and the money
to a large extent recovered, but owing to tha
extradition laws he never could be convieted,

“Regarding treasury offlolals, 1 might say,'™
econcluded Mr, Wyman, *'that the lozsez which
have oeccurred have been but infinllesimal
compured with the millions handled by them.,
During my administration 1 had 626 peopls
working In the government bullding and 400
of them were counting money all the timo
We had constantly $200,000,000 in the vaults**

EEPT IN A STEEL BAFE,

The Constitution of the United Statos Hee
males in Good Condition,

The constitution of the United States—the
original pen-writ'en constitution, be it remems
bersd—has been dragmed from its place of
concealment In the State depurtment fo b
photographed, says the Washington Post, I
has been declded to send a fac-&imile of It to
the Atlanta exposition. Of courge, the Ats
lantn people would rdther have had the origs
inal, but this could not be entertuined.

The constitution Iy Kept in a steel safe in
the library of the State department. The
safe, quite a pretty affalr, In gray and geld,
I8 massive and strong, A combination lock
protects its priceless contents, and the goms=
binatlon & ecarefully kept by one or Lwo ofs
ficiale, Yesterday, however, the steel doors
woere swung open In order to allow a reportee
to look upon the saored pages, No dooumens
In the world has been go fraught with desting
as this very sume constitution. [t iw today
the foundation of the government. To see It
as It came from the pen of the engrosser on
the 17th day of Beptember, 1787, s a wsight
worth traveling a thousand miles (o witness.

A6 is well known, there are in the State dee
partment two coples of the Declaration of In-
depondence—ons the ofMclal and engrossed
dooument, and the other the original draft in
the handwritinpg of Thomas Jefferson, with
all the erasures and aslteratjons that were
mide before the language was finally agreed
upon. In the case of the constitution there
{s only one copy—the final engrossment, with
the mignatures duly attsched. As thus pre-
gerved, It conslsts of four large sheets of
parehiment, each twenty-two by twenty-sight
Inehes, with the words writién out In the old-
fashioned ehlrography of a ecentury ago, and
the cutlous caplinlization of letters then In
vogue, The fArst three words, “We, the peos
ple,” are engrorsed ‘n very latge black leiters,
k0 that they stand out |n bold relief. On the
last puge are the signatures of the depulies
from the varlous stutes, beginning with the
familiar autograph of George Wastington, who
signed himeelf as “President and Dieputy from
Virginie."" Many of the nsmes are glosely
asaoclated with the early history of the re«

public—Alexander Hamilton, HRufus King,
Gonyeneur Morrels, H. Franklin, Danlel Care
roll and KHoger Sherman belng among the
number,

The constitution Is a most excellently pres
served document, ‘The Ink has faded a lttle,
but not suMelent to detract from legibility or
Appearance The uutographs are expecially
clear. Thix might have been the case also
with the Declsration of Independence, but It
st hap ed thut when a fac-simile of that
paper waer attempted in 1524 irreparable Harny
was done Lo It through carelessness and Ignos
range, In the cuse of the canstitution the ute
most care hus been obxerved and no Injury
has resuited.

— =

The Unton Tron Worke of Bun Frantisco
has received an order for eleven steel harges
to be used on the Amoor river In Riberia,
The order comer from & Rusalan company
han ite headguarters st St Pelerss
These barges will be of light draft, to
the shallow walers of the Amoor, and
have & carrylng capacity of 600 tons

which
burg.
wuit
will
each.




