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FRIENDS OF OTHER DAYS

All Bend Good Wishea for the Women Ed-
itors Today,

MISSAGES FROM MAIDS AND MATRONS

From Mezieo anidl Laos, from Peru and the
HBermudas, Come Waords of Greeting and
Interenting Descriptions of the Lands
Wherein They Are Now Sojourners,

Tdited by MIS8 ETHELWYNNE KENNEDY
Bhould auld scguaintanss ba forgot
AN never brought to min'?
Bhould auld acguaintance be forgot

AN doys o lang syne?

We say no! A thoueand times no! So
bere are llving messsges from our abzent
friende and thowe who dwell among us no
longer, but whore *loyal hearts and troe’”

atill hold us in kindly remembrancs,

Buch prompt and cordlal replies, and such
Interssting letters! Our only regrst Is that
wit are obllged by lack of space Lo eull a littie
hore and there, Instend of printing them en-
tire,

An the wife of our firgt Congregutional min:
Ixtor, Mrs, Gayvlord speaks from experience of
ploneer misslon work In Omaha and
OUR FIRST PASTOHS AND CHURCHES.

How will I remember the unwearied offorts
of thoxe early pastors to plant the gospel in
Omwala,. When we came, on Christmas day,
1855, there wers searcely 600 people and the
little embryo ¢ty was In 1ts Infancy. Mr,
Gaylord found no organization ex-
cept & emall Methodist elass, under the care
of Rev. Mr. Collins.

A Congreeational chureh wiae orgunlzed on
the frst Sabbath of May, and churches of
other denominaticns were soon gatherad., Two
housesr of worship, Congrogational and Meth.
odist, were bullt in 1866-57. | cannot repall
the name of the first Eplseopal but
those early residents who still remiain will,
it I# hoprd, cherish loving memorieas of him,

religious

rector,

ahd of Mr, Gaylord, Congregationuslist; Mr,
Burnes, Baptiat: Mr. Webister and Mr. Dim-
lok, Preshyterian, and others who labored in

the good cause,

Omaha eannot fully realize, but T trust wil)
not forget, thut much of her re-
lglons, educational and commercinl prosperity
to thoss self-denying men. who lald founda-
tlots for s highest and surest future welfare,

Your ladies—many of whom 1 love to think
of ax my true friends—have my best wishes
for success in the enterprise they have unders
taken. Yours very sineerely,

M. W.

Redlands, Callfornia.

Our earller wettlers will also remember Mr
and Mrw. J. H. Kellom with cevpect and nffee-
tion.  Mrs. Kellomn, while feeling herself un-
abhle to write us a letter, eent most kindly
greetings, while her duughter, Mre. Adams,
hns Eiven uE an acoe mint nf

EARLY OMAHA SODOIETY,

Omaha was in a very primitive state when
one bright morning In the early springtime
W OI8G6E we landed there We were twelve
dave in Journeying up the muddy Missourl
from Leavenworth, Kan,, as the pilot of the
bBoat on which we sulled knew so little of the
channols of the rivor. Our progress might
bo aptly deseribed by “Mother Goose' In
her melodles, for now “we went up , up,
and then we went down, down downey

ot at last with glad and grateful hearts
we daw the [ittle town, even then dignified
by the title of elty,

The inhabltants manifested their soctabll-
Ity ae we approached the wharf by men,
women and ehildren, including the red man
of the forfst, gathoring to greet and wel-
oonie the newcomers,

The socinl Nfe of the people was, of course,
erude in those early doys, living as they did
in soll, unpretentious homes and some hav-
fng no hovses betaking themselves to Ltent
life until they could do better,

Yot in tose little homes there were lov-
tng hearts and true, and without the ald
of dianiends, rubles and pearls, or Worth's
elaborate tollets, they met and paszed the
eveling, even to the coming of the wee smn'
hours of the morning, “"High fives,” with
Jess dignifed names, were indulged In, and
real life was much more sensitive than the
artificinl life of this present time, Parties
af varlous kKinds were frequently given and
luncheons and teas, nol because thexe gool
cltizens felt obliged to return favors re-
gelved th order to keep In the “social swim,"
but bechuse of the true enjoyment and bospl-
tality felt,

Thers wore no elegant mansions to be
opened and displayed, no table service of
fine Diresden or Serres, no menu of dozens
of courses with French nomenclature and
caterers, but the nleest of home sulsine,
pieasant nnd palatable and healthful,

In those curly days in Omaha there was
uncommon intelligence among the gentléemen
gnd more than ordinary musical talent, so
that lectures on varlous subjects by home
talent and exceedingly Interesting concerts
and musicales were given wthoul any prima
donna, baritone or hasso,

At those social gatlicrings there were no
newspaper reporters present (o ublish in
the morning's issues elaborate asticles tell-
ing how Mrs, and Miss So and So were
gowned, and the beautiful floral display.

Bverything was so hearty and hospitable
and full of good cheer T doubt if the elabor-
ate entertalnments of the présent can have
tho real enjoyment of those carly days of
Omaha social lfe. A wonderful strepm is
the river of life,"” and thouglt progress s
borne aloft on its topmost wave, it 18 doubl-
ful if the enjoyment of the citizens of the
growing “metropolls™ is as pure and exhiler-
ating as was that of the soclal lile of
youthful Omaha,

CLARA KELLOM ADAMS.

e owes

GAYLORD,

Mprt Dana Lander writes from Chieags: It
was vory Rind of you to think of me, and
thinking of me, to hénor me by A request
to write something for you. 1 appreciate it
and regret the pregs of a thousand Lhings
to do must make me appear lacking in
amiability,

With ail good wishes for the entire succesa
of your plan, 1 am most cordiaily yours,

LOUISE 1JAMS LANDER.

While Mrs. Colonel Bird sends her greet-
ing trom Columbus, Ohlo:

I am heartily in sympathy with the efforts
of the ladies of Omaha, for “'swest charity’s
gake,” and have no doubt, among &0 many
talented woeen as you have, your publication
will be & beilllant success

1 shall watch for the edition with mueh In-
terest. Yours cordially,

MARY C. BIRD.

Mre H. M, James cannot write on sccount
of hor eyes, but sends all good wishes and
kindly greetings through her daughter,

Mra., O, N. Rameey wriles In answer to
ptir request for a letter from Los Gatos:

A lotter! What have 1 to say? [os Gatos
is o real Sleepy Hollow: nothing ever hap-

snk Yiere: the Omaha publie does not care to

now what 1 pay Allesandro Glampsoll for
vegotables!

1 am sure this same publle has had descrip-
tions of Callfurnia flowers ad nguseam, |
know nothing of the Chinese queftion or the
ﬁw Woman, o you see ] am guite cut of

te and hopolessly ignorant, r—w

It gave me great pieasure to receive your
Jetter, and 1 know | was not forgotten. There
will never be any place like Omaha to me.

liorlng the paper will b¥ A great success, |
remain, ours sincerely,
A MARY EDGAR RAMSEY,

Mrs. Edwin E. Mason
Mipn,, says:

1 And my tlme so full of things which 1

t not, and indeed cannot, neglect, that
coustrained to forego the pleasure
d give me lo add wmy lttle mite to

our goed worl ? ’

of Fort Suelling.
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side of o few

terest In.my Omata friends and thank them
for remembering me. Very sineerely,
FRANCES K. MASON,

Mrs. J. W. McKean, after five years in
that comparatively unknown country, can
speak with authority on lfe in Lios.

Thoe people of Laos resemble thelr half-
brothers the Slamese, bul are consldered by
every one {(except the Slamesas themselves)
a superfior race. They are certalnly more
teachable, seemingly more desirous of im-
proving their condition religiously and far
more lovable than thelr neighbors on the
south.

Though the customs and habits of the two
people differ somewhat they are alike in
that the lives of both are filled with super-
stitions which seem most rldiculous to us.

Every phenomenon of nature, every dis-
ease, In fact, evervthing the cause of which
is not apparent, is shrouded in supersti-
tion,

They believe the earth to be flat and
poised on the back of an immense fish
which sleeps most of the time. Earthquakes
and tides are cavsed by the movements of
the fils.

A lunar eclipgse Is supposed to be caused
by a frog devouring the moon. At such
times there I8 great commotion all over the
country. Beating of drums, gongs and
eymbals, fireworks and firing of guns, while
those who can make poise In no other way
do so by shouting and screaming. The pur-
pose of nll this Is to frighten away the [rog.
1 shall never forget an eclipse which 1 saw
while In Lacs. At the first blle of the
frog, so to speak, the noise began and in-
minutes thore was such a din
all over the city that it was almost im-
possible to carry on a conversation. This
continued until the eclipse had passed.

The burial customs are Interesting, To
dle of old nge or fever 48 to “die good," but
to die from any other cause shows lack of
merit and I8 to “die bad. I one “dles
good" the body can be burned, The clothing
must be put on backward and must be torn.
The body may be bathed and the hailr
combed, but If one “'dies bad” he must be
buried as he died. The body cannot he
bathed or the clothing changed. The law
of the land absolutely forblds any dead body
belng taken across any bridge, large or
small,

The marriage ceremony consista in the
hands of tke bride and groom being
tied together and then they sre blessed by
gome aged person who was  previously
selocted. They are then released and each
wrist of the couple Is encircled with a string
and they are agaln blessed, uas [follows
“May you each live 280 years,"” The husband
returns to his own home after the cercmony
wnd visits his wife every day for three or
four days, and when they have become ac-
qualnted he moves 1o her parents’ home,
He must lve there until another daugbter
le married, when he may go and establish a
home of his own, If his wife s an only
daughter he remalps and helps suppart his
parents-in-law as long as they live, 1f he
does not consent Lo this Le cannol marry Lhe
daughter. Polygamy 8 not usual among
the common people. Generally speaking, tha
husband and wife live happlly togethor,

Womstn holds a higher place here than In

P{!n{ beathen countries. She has perfect
reedom Und T have beep told she takes
charge of the family ppcketbosle, -

According to Buddhist {eachings, & woman
ennnot begin to be saved until she has meril
encugh to bs reborn as a wan. The women
are very zealous o thelr rellgion, golng often
to the temples and from thelr scan!y store
making mifts to thelr gods

The religious life of Lthe people enters Into
their political and social life and they are so
Interwoven that it is slmost lLmpossible to

! te them, ' "
“The country n full of temples aud the

templea full of fdols. In each temple there s
usually one large idol placed on a pedestal
and about its bage are multitudes of smaller
oner. Sometimes the Mol Is so large that a
geparate bullding s devoted to it.  Near
Cheung Wal, the capitol of Laos, there Is a
reelining Idol ninety feetf long, entireély cov-
ered with gold leaf. Often times the entire
front of a temple will be covered with gold
leaf, dotted bhere and there with bright
colored pleces of glass, which ghine and
sparkle In the sun, making & very pretty
glght. Some of the temples have fallen into
decay and are pleturesque enough to satisfy
temples have been deserted by the priests,
temples have been dserted by the priests.
The Idels are then supposed to change into
ovil spirits. The Inrge idols are cspecially
feared and It would be next to Impossibie to
persuade a natlve to pass a deserted temple
after dark.

There I8 much throughout the country to
interest and attract travelers. One can with
perfeet  safety traverse the length and
bLreadth of the land.

Early this mornlng we were awakenad by
the shiflting of our car—No. 26—Texas Pa-
cifie, from the expresg train to a slde track,
where we were to spend a delightful day,

We were seven in our specinl car, taking
In the beauties and joye of Mexico, and had
declded to spend Sunday in this curlous old
village, with Itz still more curious baths,
Presently I heard a volee say in a low tone:
“Are you awake?! [ can't gleep.” As 1 re-
plied in the aMrmative, the voler went on
“Well, let us get up and have our dip before

breakfast, 1 have be awake lhours." Bo
we qguletly dreseed, and on emerging from
our sections found that the gentlemen were

out of the car looking with Interested eyes
lowards the baths. Thes: baths were sbout
200 feet from the railway. We quickly joined
our friends and moved towards the long, low
adobe houses, which contained the object of
our wislt, The bulldings are on three sides
of a equare. In the middle of a square and
open towards the sireet Is a pretty garden
with walks, shrubs and fAower beds. Golng
up a few steps we found ourselves on a
platform, or raleed nidewalk. On the left
wis a large, free swimming bath. On the
north was a4 row of low Gothlie doors, and
over them the npotiee that some baths were
20 cents, and some 5 cents. We inguired
the meaning, and were told by our Spanish

student that tha 25-cent baths had towels,
otherwise »ou provided your own, After
choosing one of these apariments, the at-
tendant brought a large Turkish towel, &

plece of new sosp, and a bunehl of the nopal

plant, shrodded for a sponge, and a linen
shpet exqulsitely clean. It seemed like going
intlo & convent cell at first, the long, low

room, the floor tiled with glaged red brick,
amd the only light from a little window at
the further end near the ceiling. The fur-
nishings copsisted of a rush bottom chalr, a
rush mat, and a shell with a looking glass
over it. An arch led the way to the bath—a
pool of warm water at least twenty feet
square, and the blue sky and bright sun for
a roof. After enjoving to the full this 1deal
“tub,” and lvisurely dressing, 1 left reluc-
tanlly only to find that my door was being
beaten, and I was being implgred o make
haste that we iight have our breakfast. On
the right sids were smaller bath rooms, the
marble tob set down In the Aoer so that
one walked down steps Into the water, but
they seemmed ordinary after our late luxurious
Bxporiencs, S

fier Trenkfast we took the single mule
car and drove through the narrow, dusty and
appareatly endlces stréet to the forlorn plaza
We found near by the lttle Presbyterian
misslon, and went b to have a few words
with the falthful pastor. To our regret the
service wan too late for us to caleh cur traln,
50 Lhe minister kindly had a Hitls servige for
us, and we maried oo our journsy refreshed

in body and soul.
Qur car belongs to our whilom Council

Blufis nelghbor, General Dodge, and we have
as cool his servant, an Omahn man. Many
times do Mileg and T discuss the delights of
dear Omaha, and wish we could be there
more, Fatthfully yours,
JEANIE WOOLWORTH HOWARD,
Agua Callente, Mexlog,

NEW OHRLEANS IN APRIL,

Features of Life In the (d CUreole
Away Down south.

It has often been sald that when you visit
New Orleans you must gg In Mardi Gras
time, but I bave found the present month of
April o very pleasant time to s¢e the city
of New Orleans In everyday attire. Just at
present, however, the streets are in a dis-
ordered condition, as the old horse cars are
being replaced by the eleetrle cars through-
out the eity,

There are many curious things to be seen
and heard here. One of the curious sounds
Is a coloréd vender golng sround singing, *1
wonder If my Redeemer will gave a poor
ginner like me?"' He has tinware to sell,

The people here entombd thelr dead in n
strange fashion. The water §s so near the
surface that when a bedy s put in the
ground, as Is sometimes done, the coffin ae
tually floats in the water, but generally
bodies are put iIn tombs, bullt above ground,
Funeral notlees are written, or printed, and
placarded on the street corners.

The house= are surroundsd by very high
fences, und the door bell Is attached to the
gate, and when one wishes to make a call
she pulls the bell and if it Is not out of order,

Town

which it often ls, the servant appears and
unlocks the gate and esoorts her to the
house, In the newer paets of the town there

are a great many modern howses, with a few
of the old style. [ think the modern houses
ook a lttle out of place hpre.

The levee and the,Wringh market were
pointed out to me a& Shjects of interest, hut
I do not care for t . dever |18 a broad,
high bank, very high estho level of the
river, and built of sand amd ovster shells
and the air all around therp smells strongly
of stale oystera or fsh. To se¢ Lhe Preuch
market at Its best ope mpst gL up ut 6
a'clock Sunday morning.

The French quarter of the clty fs very
interesting, with Its nasrow. streets and oid,
old houses, some with tiled roofs, Its stuffy
shops on the ground foor, while the mecond
and third storles are uped as dwellings, the
broad gallerles extending over the bunguettes,
as the sldewnlks are called. In the heart of
the French quarter, and one of Itd most ple-
turesque features, |8 the Archéveque (the
srchbishop's residence), Lormerly the Ursu-
line convent. We speut a few minutes in the
8t. Louls eathedral, which Is large, old and
gualnt. There was a priest In the pulpit
presching In French, The worshipers were
of several colors, and scattered &round the
bullding. Some of the wbmen had market
baskets and some of the men had parcels, as
though they had just stepped In to pray a
tl;d prayer as they were passing The
Jesult chirch in of the Byzantine style of
architecture, iu a bc-n‘ll[ul. bulidiog of good
proportions and flae coloring.

1 sttended seérvices ode Sunday at the
Firit Presbyterlan church, Rev. B. M. Pal-
mar, . D., pastor,. Dr. Paliner has a wide
reputation, both ag a puipit and occasjonal
orator. The church la a very 0id one. It s
guite large. The service was very onjoyable
and I could not realize that the doctor is as
old as bhe really 18 There I8 much that 1

would like to say of this church, and of the
city, but time and spave forbid.
BARAH A. NOLL.
New Orleans, April, 1506,

Curolval Time in Limn.

Shrove~tide, all over the Latin-Christian
world, i a time of merry-making and folly.

Of the absurdities of the ecarnival in ecer-
taln purts of Burope, and one or two of our
own cities, almost everybody knows some-
thing: but very lttle, indeed, s known of
that perlod In SBouth American towns,

Upon the approach of my first Lenten sea-
son In Lima, I was warned of what might
be expected If I wventured Into the sireets,
from the BSunday morning before Ash
Wednesday nuntil Tuesday night. At the
same time I was told that the sports of the
seaxon had greatly moderated of late.

Atl gf the older houses, as in most Spanish-
American  towns—follow the Moorish style
of architecture,

First comes the heavy wall, pierced by the
great “porte-cochere,’ and  its  deepseated
windows, with gratings, more or less orna-
mented and gilded. From above and across
the entire front profject solld, cloxed bal-
conles, resembling a narrow conservatory.

In the more modern dwellings thess bal-
conies do not appear, as & municipal decree
prohibiting them Wi passed about
twenty-five years ago, This wils
partly on account of earthquakes, Lut more
because of the narrowness of the streets,

The abollshment of the admirable hiding
places furnished by these baleonles by havs
had something to do with the dying cut of
the broander features of the carnival “play,”
For from the modern upper windows, flush
with the public streets, except for the merest
apology for a balcony, it must be difMcult, as
It Is certainly 4 not verypretty plece of busl-
ness to piteh & bucket of water upon the
pedestrian below, This lquid, never by any
ehance anything but dirty, was called in fine
lrony “lavender water," und Its recipient was
privileged to retaliate to the full extent of hls
ingenuity and physical adroltness, Limna
houses always stand invitingly open and un-
guarded, excepl In the case of the very rich,
who employ a door porter; so the challenged
passerby at carnival Ume could easlly enter

by the “patir,” and, climbing the broad
stairway, seek his revenge. I he evo-
cedded In  finding Lis  fair assallant

0 merry babble ensued, which resulted some-
times In ap Involuntary plunge by the
lndies of the house into their own bath tuls.
In preparing to thun “‘play carnival,'
Limanians put ¢o garments whose utility
had so far outlved thelr beauty that what-
ever befell them was a matter of compara-
tive ludifference to thelr wearers,

Woman, however, by no means always
take the initialive In these sports. The moen
go #bout on horseback armed with huge
pewler syringes full of all sorts of liguids,
although amoeng respectable people they
were some sort of perfumes. These they
emptied into the face or eyves caught peep-
ing from behind the sbeltering curtains of
the balcony. One class of carnival players
in the oll days., was the “'egg throwers."
An (_-;lnlmmnrru of thelr pecullar functions is
neadleks.

Today oue mees In Lima none of the ex-
tensive sports of Shrovellde as practiced
while that lovely city was little known o
Europeans or North Americans.

The most ope has now to dread In passing
along Lhe streets I8 an occaslonal spraying
of Florida waler or the reception of the
cantents of a broken bag of colored, seented
powders. Some times Lhe powders wirike
your head, some tlmes your face, but more
often your back and whoulders and you are
apt to present a curlous appearance until
you reach a friendly sheller and get the
telitale decoration brushed away.

The only pedestriaus sllowed W move on

unmolested are the passing priests and his
attendants carrying the last econsolation of
the chureh to some poor mortal who has the
misfortune to be dylng at this merry time,
With the approach of the hosl, heralded by
the tinkling bells of the acolytes, not ouly
does all fun cease, but an attiinde of rover-
is adopted by the “playcrs.' Down
they fall upon their knecs, with bowed
heads. The gringo who, unfamiliar with
the customs of the country, ventures to
pasg by the sacred procession without these
outward tokens of respeel If apt to fare |1
at the hands of the natives for his apparent
want of reverence,

Tuesday eveniung the carnlval closea with
dances and receptions.

Wednesday morning all {8 changed, A
perfumed stillness settles over the town and
the devoul make preparations for the Ash
Wednesday minss which ushers o the
dreaded time of fasting and abstinance from
anything approaching pleasure,

SYHIL RUSSELL BOGUE,
-——.—-
PASSING AWWNAY,

8o often, so sadly, the people say

Pussing nway! Ever passing away!

That the words have borrowed o pensive
tine

And n =hade of sadnesa not thele own.

And I falp would reclaim the notes again,

From thelr minor Key on the lips of men,

And make the refrain of my gladdest lny

Passing away! IZver passing away!

For what t2 translent and what shall last?
What makes lts grave in the growing pasy?!
And what llves on In the denthless sphvres,
Wiere nnught corrodes by the rust of years?
oes Time, who gothers our falrest flowers,
IHestroy no w 5 in this world of oura?
What rlaes victorious o'er dull decay,

And what Is It that Is pussing away?

The trivial things of this carthly life,

Its peetty cores, 118 nolge and sirife,

Its riches that moth and rust can spoll,

Ite weary burdens and thankless foll,

Its clouds of nnrulnh and- dark dlamay—

These nre the things that are passing away.

Uul‘ the heart's bost treasures of falth and
ove

Boar the seal of deathlessness from above,

While our Heavenly Father's throne Is sure,
While eternul ages ghall endure,
We need not grieve for the joye of sense
That day after day ure ponssing hence,
Though the heavens depart and the whole,
wiide world
Be taken away like a banner furled,
Though the sun and the twinkling stars bhe
BoOone,
Our deéathless happiness liveth on,
AR we mount neid
not grieve L
F‘._.rl the rich carved work of the steps we
save,
For Lrighter than all that has funr‘ hefore
18 the neur approach to the palace door,
And, oh, the joy when we enter in,
And find naught gone but the stains of sin,
And know u# we look back over the way
That anly the shiadows wepre DABSIDE away
May 1, 18646, J. M, C. H,
—— i —
Spoaking for Iiself,

"What is 1t you want, anyliow ?"" asked the
gold dollar,

“To he perfectly honest," answered the sll-
ver dollar, "1 want to be about twloe as Lig
and heavy a8 I am.""—=Chlcago Tribune,

B —]

henven's stalrway we

Robert Louls Stevenson's will, dated 1893,
provides fully for his mother and his relatives
on his father's sige, and leaves to bis wife
in life rent the part of his father's estate
held by bhis mother, Hkewise in lfe rent all

geripts and other effects, which are lo gon In
fee, upon her decease, to her son, Bamusl
Lioyd Oabourne, who s made resldunry lega-
tee. A life rent I8 bequeathed to Mr. Bldney
Colvin. Megsrs. Charles Baxter and Heary

Jawes are appoloted exvcutors—The Outlovk,

the rest of his money, books, royalties, manu. |

GLIMPSES ~ OF  AYRSHIRE

S—

Honeymoon Moanderings of a Couple in thy
Land o' the Leal,

—

THE MONTGOMERIES AT EGLINTON CASTLI

A lnllway Aceldent Drings Together Twi
Mombers of the Clan and Gpens
the Way for a Delight-

- ful Visie,

Through the Kindness of hep sister we ard
permitted 1o pubilish Mre=s, John A Mont
Eomerie's "Glimpses of Avrshite*

EGLINTON CASTLE, Ayrshire, Scotland,

My Dear Margueet:  Juet notleo where thin
letter is dated, will yon?
and such a castle too!

From a real castley
Yes, your plain, st
ple slster, Hester Montgomerle, s the guest
of an earl and a countess In this grand old
castls of theirs—and how IL happentd you
would never guess,

Before 1 tell you et moe deseribe my present
abiding pince.

It 18 a stately, baronial structure, second te
few in Scotland for dignity, and yet It haws
A cheorful and winsome logk withal—more
of beauty than of stateliness

The site has something (o do with this, tha
noble trees in which it g embowered, the
walers of the stream that flow past the rear
of the castle and above all the soft grey tone
of the walls and towers and the masses of
dark green tvy In which they are clothed,

It ¢ a perfect pleture, Never, perhaps,
have the féudal fortress and the convenient
modern dwelllng been comblinéd in & mory el
fect harmony.

The Interior 15 Just what one would expect
from the exterlor, The great entrance hall
le rich In =uite of armour and other relles,
Ineluding a chuir made |n 1818 from oak of
the roof of Allaway IKirk.

The salon—a cirenlar apartment Into which
reveral of the maln rooms converge—has Itn
walls draped with banhers, of which
has nn interesting hixtory.

The library s w large and noble room,9%
cipecinlly riech In loeal termture, and the
spacions dining room with its beautiful ple-
tures I8 o place for feasting the oyes as well
as the physical man.

Hore hpngs a portealt of Mary Seaton, one
of the “Four Marles™ of the ballad, whise
necklace, by tho way, s still worn on occas=
slong by the countess of Eglinton. Aud here
also 1s the Hkeness of the wile of the ninth
eurl, Susanna Kennsdy, the groatest beauty
of her time. It was to her that Allin Hams-
say dedicated hig “Gentle Shepherd™ and Dr,
John=on counted It one of the crowning honors

each

of his life that this ledy, then clghty-five
years of age, recolved him at Auchanin,
Besides these portralts In the dining room,
many  other begutiful  pletarea rejolce the
artlstiec eye, A stene In Venlee, sald to be
Quzen Vietorin going to o maxked ball; »
portrait by Reypolds of Jean, wife of the

eloventh earl: a head of Rubeng by himself
and other gems, which ropay careéful study.

On the =econd floor are six sultes of beds
rooms, furnished by the late earl for the re-
ception of five duchesses, who were nll his
puests ot the same time—and now one of the
gultes I8 aocupled by John and me!

And, yet, I haven't told you how wWe came
to be hors! Well, Just a moment and 1 will.

The castle grounds are Rimply magnificent.
Tmagine a “yard" of 1,218 acres surrounded
by a fine stone wall, Think of taking a six-
mile drive inside your own grounds! Gardens
atid grassy glades, plantations and drives—
the finest bowling green In Britalo—onoe might
live bere in eontent, I should think, eéven
if the castle s quite modern—bu'lt as recently
ax 1708 on the site of an older bullding.

teally, Margaret, although 1 have betn a
Montgomerie only two monthg, and though
John cannot trace our connection straight
back to the chlef stem—I am proud of the
family!

But, to relleve your enrlosity and tell yow
how we ot here, At last John hag had thas
longed-for adventure, and luckily I was along
to help him enjoy It

Two days ago we left Clasgow enroute for
the land of the Montgomorics. About halte
wny between Glasgow and Ayr the traln sud-
doenly jumped the track—which hald spread oe
something, 1 don’t know just what—and rolled
off the embankment into a deep diteh.

COur coach being turned ap-slde-<down, John
and 1 found ourselves o n heap on what had
bean the celllng of our compartment, hut ams
no hones were broken we wers soon sule out-
side, bag and baggage. Our exit, however,
wan not mude with the gréatest dignity lins
neinable, ag the door was locked and we de=
partid through & window,

The next coach was plled on top of the one
wiieh had been in front of It and we could
Just see the waving hands of some one rying
o escape from the under coach,

John went to the rescue and succeeded aftee
much diMculty In prylng up the top cag
enough to allow a gentloman and his fAftsone
vear-old son to seramble out unhurt.

In their gratitude they made themselves
our guideg to an inn not far distant, and
chatting on the way thither, dlscovered thalt
we waore “two Mongomeries from Amerioa
on our way to visit the home of our ans
cestors.”

Quuth the elder gentleman:
member of that ¢lan, You musgt permit m
to be your cleerone while you stay,” an
forthwith carried us off bodily to Hglinton
castle, when it appeared that h® was non
other than the head of the clan—the ear
himself.

S0 here we are, and my next shall tell OI‘
our trips to Cralgle house and Crorlie castle
which will remind you of “Secottish ["hit‘l'n."'i
since they belonged to the family of Sir Wil
liam Wallace, Blair houge and Culzean castle,
and Cassilis House on the Doon. Till then,'
farewell, Your loving slster, i

HESTER MONTGOMERIE, ‘
1.

The second week of our etay st Eglinton
1# now at an end—and a busy week IL ham
been, too. We have been “doing’” this pars|
of Ayrehire most thoroughly, taking in most
of the famous places In the district as well
as the lesser houses of the Mongomeries,

I think Ialr house Interested me most of
all that we have seen—excepting Eglinton, of
course. Blalr house Is the oldest luhablted
baronlal maneion In Scotland, "

It was erected about 1310 and added to I
1610 and 1639—und here it stande today, jus
as it looked then. Thought not without ele=
menta of ploeturesque beauty, the old houss
has o plain homellke look. It & an oblong
bullding, four storles L.gb with & single
tower, and stands on a seml-elrcular platean
some fifty feet ahove the Mitle river thag
skirte Ite northern side. |

You enter by a door with wicket through
which the watchmun peeped before drawing'
the bolts and letting down the draw bridge,
and n the haell stands a Agure clad in ihe
verlinbile armor of Sir Hryce Blair, the patriok
of Wallace's time,

When you pasa through walls fourteen feek
thick and see all preparations for defense,
you can realigs something of the stormyN
days when this old house was bullt, when
Roger de Dlair fought by the side of Bruce, |
Think, Margaret, of & family which ¢
trace an unbroken line, lving in ke same
houss for more than 600 years)

Then we vislled Cralgle house, which bee
longed to Bir Willlam Wallace, and Croshie
castle, In which that hero hlmsell once lived,

FPerhaps the grandest place we saw w
& cantle, part of which was built before 166
although pdditlons have been made even Ig
this contusy, It Is nearly rguare und cobe
tuine upwards of ninety apartments, Th
entratice hall 1s wevenly feot long, by thir
feet wide, and s open Lo the roof. 1t cone
tains many fine pictures and a library of gvep
|h.m|0 volumesr. The most interesting thin
In It—In my eyes, ot least—In the two-hand
sword of Willlam Wallace

Oulzean castle, though very beautiful, loe
cated as it I5 on the top of a high cliff rising
procipitately out of the ses, In sliogeifer LOok
modery for our discriminating taste, belng
only & trifle over 100 years old,

Many other interesling plices have Wi e
god of all our trip. 1T am sure the two w
at Eglinton will furnish the most mﬁ-

llul.‘u"lrllulsl Lovingly your slster, )
TGOMERLE,

“1 am also &

HESTER MON




