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CHAPTER 1L
COUNT ANTONIO AND THE TRAITOR
PRINCE.

Of all the deeds that Count Antonio of
Monte Velluto 1 during the time that he
wig an outlaw In the hills, a price having
been set on hie head by Duke Valentine,
there wis none that made greater siir or |
struck more home to the hearis of mon,
howsoover they chose to look upon 1t, than
that which he performed on the high hill
that faces the wickel gate In the west side
of the clty, and s called now the hill of
Diike Paul. Indeed, It was the act of a
man  whosy own consclence was his sole

guide and who made the law which his own

hand wag to earry out. That It had been
a orime In most men, who ean doubt?
That it was a crime In him, all govern-
ments musl hold; and the =ame, 1 take It
must be the tenching of the churech. Yet
all men held it not & erime;, although they
had not ventured It themselves, both from
the grealpnese of the person whom the decd
concerned, and also for the burden that
It put on the consclence of him that did it

Here, then, Is the story of 1t, as It s yet
told both In the houses of the nobles and In
peasants’ cotlages,

While Count Antonlo still dwelt at the
court and had not yet fled from the wrath
aroused in the duke by the count's attempt
to earry off the Lady Lucla, the duke's ward,
the nuptiale of his highness had been cele-
brated with great magnificence and unlversal
rejolcing, and the feasting and exultation had
been most happlly renewed at the birth of
an infant prince a year later. Yet lheavy
wias the price pald for this gift of heaven,
for her highness, the ducless, n lady of rare
grace and Kindliness, sarvived the birth of
her won only three months, and then died
amid the passionate mourning of the people,
leaving the duke a prey to bitter sorrow.
Miany say that she had turned his heart to
g00d had she but lved, and that it was
the lokp of her that soured him and twisted
hiv nature, If I be w0, 1 pray that he has
received pardon for all his sing, for his grief
wihis great, and hardly to be assuaged even
by the love he had for the little prince, from
whom he would never be parte:d for an hour,
and in whom he saw, with pride, the heir
of his throne,

Now, in the Joy of the weldding and the
grief at the duchess's death, none had mopre
ostentatious slgn of sharing than his high-
pees's brother, Duke Paul.  Yet hollow alike
were hls Joy and hix Sorrow, save that he
found true eause for sorrow In that the
duchess left to her husband a dear memorinl
of their brief union. Pauvl rivalled the duke
In his caresses and his affected love for the
boy, but Me had lived long in the hope
that his lighness would not marry, and that
he himeelf should succeed him In hls place,
and this hope he conldl not put out of his
heart. Niuy, ns tlme pussed and the baby
grew to a healthy boy, Paul's thought took
a still deeper hue of gullt, It was no longer
for him to hope for Lis nephew's death, nor
even Lo meditate how  he should  bring
it about. One wicked Imagining led on, as 1t
Is wont in our sinful nature, to another, and
Batan whispered in Paul's ear, that the duke
himsell was short of 40 by a year, that to
walt for power till youth were gone was not a
bold man’s part, and that to contrive the
child’s death, leaving his futher allve, was
but to double the risk without halving the
Euilt. Thus was Paul induced (o dwell
on the death of both father and son, and
to say to himsolf that if the father went
first the =on would easlly follow: and that
with one cunning and courageous stroke the
puth to the throne might be eleared,

In the beginning of tho second year of
Count Antonlo's butlowry, his highness was
most  mightily Incensed agalnst  him, not
merely bocause he had so won the affection
of the country folk that none would betray
his hiding plaee either for threats or re-
wards, but most chiefly by reason of a eeriain
ot which was in truth more of Tommasino's
dolng than of Antonlo's, For Tommasino,
meeting one of the duke's farmers of taxes,
had lghtened him of his fat bag of money,
saylng that he would himself ngsume the
honor of handing what was falrly due to his
highriess, and had upon that seattered three-
fourthis of the spoll ameng the poor, and sent
the beggarly remnpant privily by night to the
gate of the gity with a writing: “There Is
honor nmong thieves; who, then, may call
princes thieves?' And this writing had been
read by many, and the report of it spreading
through the city had made men luugh. There-
fore the duke had sworn that by no means
should Antonlo galn pardon save by deliver-
ing that Insolent young robber to the lords
of Justice, Thus he was highly pleased whon
his brother sought him in the garden (for he
ot Jn hig wooted place under the wall by
the fish pond) and bade him lsten to a plan
whereby the outlaws ghould be brought to
punishment, The duke took his little son
upon his knees and prayed bis brother to tell
his device.

*You could not bring me a sweeter gift
thup the head of Tommasino,' sald he, strok-
Ing the child’s eurls, and the child shrank
closer Into his-arms, for the child did not
love Taul, but feared him,

“Antonlo knows that I love your highness,”
sald Paul, seating hilmeelf on the seat by the
duke, "but he knows that 1 am his friend and
& Iriend to the Lady Lucin, and a man of
tender heart. Would It seem to him deep
treachery if I should go privily to him and
tell him how that on a certain day youn
wonld go forth with your guard to camp In
the spurk of Mount Agning. leaving the clty
desolate, and that In the nlght of that day

I could contrive that Lucian should come
secretly to the gote and that It should be
openn for her, ®o that by a sudden descent

ahe might be selzed apd carrled safe to his
hiding place Before wld could come from your
blghness "

“HBut what should the truth be?' asked

Valentine. 3
“The truth should be that while part of the
guard went to the spurs of the mount, the

PAUL As ANTONIO LEFT HIM.

rest should lie In wmbush close inslde the
ety gates, and dash out on Antonly and his
oompany,

“It 1s well if he will believe.”

Then Paul lald his fuger on bis brother's
arm,

**As the clock In the tower of the cathedral
strikes § In the morning of the 16th of the
month, do you, deur brother, be in your
summer house al the corner of the garden
onder, and 1 will come thither and tell you

he han belleved, It he has come, For by
thea [ shall have learnt from bl his mind,
and we two will stralghtaway go rouse the
guards and lead the men to their appointed
station, and when be approaches the gale we
can lay hands on him.*

“How can you come ta him, for we kuow
not where he v hid 1

“Alas! there f8 not a togue of a peasant
that cannot take & letter to him,”

"“Yot when I question them, ny, though I

boat them, they kvow nothing,' cried Valen-
i “Truly, the socncr we lay

him by the hetld the better for our mecurity.”

“Shall 1L D& then, as | say, sir?"

“Bo Jot 1L BE paid the duke. 1 will awalt
you in the sammer house,'

Paul, pereeiving that his brother had no
suspicions of him and would awalt him In
the summer houke, conceived hisn task to Le
already half done, For hils plan was that ho
and Antonio should come together to the
wummer houks, but that Antonlo should (e
Wil T Pavl had gpoken to the doke; then
Panl should go ottt on jpretext of bidding
the guard make ready the ambush and Jeave
the dule alone with Antonlo, Antonlo then,
suddenly springing forth, should sliy the
duke, while Paul—and when he thought on
this he smiled to himself—would so contrive
that a body of men should bar Antonip's es-
capt and stralghtway Kill bim. Thus should
ha be qguit both of his brother and Antonlo,
and no man would live who knew how the
deed was contrived. “And then,' sald he, I
duubt whether the poor child bereft of all
parental care will long escape the manifold
perlls of Infancy."

Thus he schemed, and when he had made
all #ure and nojiwsd about the duke's inten-
tlons, he himeelf set forth alone on his horse
to seok Antonio, He rode till he reached the
entrance of the pass leading to the recesscs
af the hills. Then he dismounted and sat
down on the ground, and th g was at noon on
the 13th day of the month, He had not long
been sitting when a face peered from behind
a wall of mosscovered rock that fronted
Him, and Paul eried;

“Ia 0t a friend?”

“A Iriepd of whom mean you, my lord?"
came fromy the roek,

“Of whom else than
cr od Paul,

A sllence followed and a delay; then two
men stole cautiously from behind the roek,
and in one of them Paul knew the man called
Bena, who had heen of the duke's guard.
The men knowing Paul, bowed low to him and
ngked him his pleasure, and he commanded
them to bring him to Antonio.  They wondered,
knowing not whether he came from the duke
or despite the duke, but he was urgent in his
commnands, and at length they tled a searf
aver his eyes and set him on hiz horse and
led the horse. Thug they went for an hour.
Then they prayed him to dismount, saying
that the horse could go no furtlier, and
though Poaul's eyes gaw nothing he heard the
whinney and smelt the smell of horses.

“Hese are your stables, thoen,” said he, and
Hemounted with o laugh. Then Bena took
him by the hand and tha other gulded his
feet, apd colimbing up steep paths, over
boulderg and throngh lttle water courses,
they went, U1l at length Hena cried: *“We

of Count Antonio?"

should not Jack reward. And all this An-
tonlo suffered silently and In =ilence, =till he
ligtened whlle Paul told him that a path led
wecretly frofm the bank of the river through
the wall to the summer house, where (he
duke was to be, Of this gats he alone, save
the duke, had tha key; they had but to swim
the river and enter by thiz gate, Seereting
Antonlo, Paul would talk with the duoke;
then he would go and carry off what remalned
of the muard over and above those that had
gone to the hills; and Antonlo, having done
his deed, could return by the same secrot
path, cross the river again, and rejoin his
friends. And In a short space of time Paul
wonld recall him with hanor o the ¢ty and
give him Lucin to wife,

“And If there be o question as to the hand
that dealt the blow, there Is & rareal whom
the duke flogged but & few days glhce—a
stewnrd In the palace, He deserves hang-
Ing, Antonle, for p thousand things of which
he I8 gullty, and it will trouble me little to
hang him for one whereof he chances to b
lnnocent,” And Duke Paul Jaughed Heartily

“I will ride with you,” sald Antonlo agaln,

Then, It belng full midday, they sat down
to dinnar, Paul bandying many merry say-
ings with Tommasino, Antonio being calm,
but not unchesrful. And when the meal was
done Paul deank 1o the good fortune af their
expedition, and Antonlo, having dralted his
glazs, =ald: “"May God approve the lesue'
and stralghtway bade Tommasino and Mar-
tolo prepare to ride with him, Then, Paul
being again blindfolded, they climb:d down
the mountaln paths ti1 they ciime where the
horses were, and thus, ax the sun began to
decline, ket forward, Duke Puul and Antonio
leading by somoe few yards, while Tommuasing
and Martolo, having drank well, and sniMng
eport in front of them, sang, jested and
played pranks on one another as they pnssed
along.  Bult when night fell they became
sitent; even Tommasing grew  grave and
checked Nhls horse, and the space between
them and the palr who led grew greater, so
that It seemed to Duke Paul that he and
Antonio rode alone through the night under
the shadows of the great hills, Ones and
agnin he spoke to Antonlo, first of the scheme,
then on some light matter, but Antonlo did
no more than move his head in assent. And
Antonio’s face was very white and his lips
were cloge shut,

It was midnight when they reached the
plain; the moon, till now hidden by the
mountains, shone on them, and seeing An-

tonio's face more plainly, Paul crled, half in
Jost, hall In uneasiness:

“Come, man, look not =6 glum about It
"Tls but the life of a rogue.’

“Indeed {t I8 no more,'" sald Antonlo, and
he turned his eyes upon the Duke Paul,

Paul laughed, but with poor merriment
Whence It came he kneéw not, bul n strange
and sudden sense of perll and of doom had
fallen on him. The massive, quiet figure of
Antonlo, riding ever dclose to him, silent,
stern and watehful, oppressed his spirit.

Suddenly Antonlo halted and called to Mar-
tolo to bring him a lantern; one hung from
Martolo's saddle, and he brought it, and
went back.  Then Antonlo 1t the lantern
and gave an lvory tablet to Paul and sald to
hifm:

“Write me

“You distrust me,

vour promiee’

then?* erled Paul, in n

PAUL ON HIS KNEES TO ANTONIO,

aro at home, my lord,” and Paul, tearing off
hig bandage, found himsell on o small level
spot, ranged round with stunted, wind-beaten
firs, and three huts stond in the middle of
the spnee, and before one of the huts sat
Tommasino, composing a sonnet to & pretty
pessant girl whom he had chanced to meet
thut day, For Tommasino had ever a hos-
pitable heart. But, seeing Paul, Tommasino
left his sonnet, and with a ery of wonder
sprang to meet him, and Paul took him by
both hands and saluted him. That night and
the morning that followed Paul abode with
Antonlo, eating of good cheer and drinking
the good wine that Tommasine, who had
charged himeelf with the care of such mat-
ters, put before him; whence they eame from
Paul asked not, nor il Tommasine say more
than that they were offerings to Count An-
tonio, but whether offerings of froe will or
no he said not. And during this time Paul
spoke much with Auotonio privily and apart,
persuading him of his friendship and speak-
lng mogt pitlul things of the harshness
shown by Valentine, his brother, to the Lady
Lucia, and low the lady grew pale and pined
and pined so. that the physiclans knit thelr
brows over her, and the women said no drugs
would patel a broken heart, Thus he -
flamed Antonio's mind with a great rage
ngalnst the duke, go that he fell to counting
the men he had and wonderlog whether there
was foree to go openly against the city, But
In sorrow Paul gnswered that the plkemen
woro too mony,

“But there I8 a4 way and o better,' sald
Paul, leaning his hend near to Antonlo's ear.
“A way whereby you may come ta your own
agaln, and tebulld your house that the duke
Lins burned, and enjoy the love of Lucla, and
hold foremost place In the duchy.'

“What way. I8 that?" asked Antonlo, In
wonduering eagerness, “Indeed, 1 am willing
to serve his highness In any honorable sery-
loe, If by that T may win his pardon and
come to that 1 long for."

“His pardon! When did
aneered Paul,

To know honest men and leave them to thelr
honesty I8 the last great gift of villalny. But
Paul had 1t not, and now he unfolded to
Antonfo the plan that he had made, HAVINE
(s neads not be sald) that part of it whereby
Antonio hlmself was to mest his death, For
& pretext, he alleged that the duke oppressed
the clty, and that he, Paul, was put out of
favor bechuse he had sought 1o protect the
people, and was fallen In great suspicion,
Yet, Judging Antonlo's heart by his own, he
dwelt aguin snd lenger on the charms of
Lucia and of the great things he would give
Antoulo when he ruled the duehy for his
nephew; for of the last erime he meditated,
the death of the ehild, he sald naught then,
professing to love the child, When the tale
hail bégun's wudden start ran through An-
tonlo, nodihile face Mushed, but he sat still
and |lste -zj with unmoved face, his eyes
gravely rﬂ rding Paul the while. No nnger
did he show, nor wonder, nor scorn, nor now
any cageruess, but he gazed at the prince
with calm, musing glance, as though he con-

he pardon?"

sideéred of some great question pul before
him. And when, Paul ended his tale An-
tonlo wat yet pllent and musing, Bul Paul

was trembl ng sow, and he stretched out bis
hand and laid It on Antonlo's knee and asked,
with a feigned laugh that choked in the ut-
terance:

“Waell, telend Autonlo, It Is a clever plan,
and will you ride with me?"

Minute followed minute before Auntonio an-
swered, At length the frown vanlahed from
his. brow . and his faee grew calm and sl
and he answered Duke Paul, saying:

It Is wuch’ a plan as you, my lord, alone
of wll men in the duchy, could make, and |
will ride with you."

Then Paol W triumph caught him by the
hands aud pressed his bands, calling him a

man of Age spiris and a true friend who

great show of Indignation,

“T will not go till you have written the
promise,.””
Now Paul wns somewhat lonth to write

that promise, fearing that is should be found
on Antonlo's body before he could contrive
to remove It, but without it Antonlo declared
he would not go, So Paul wrote, bethinking
himself that he held safe In his house at
home permission from the duke to sesk An-
tonlo and begulle him to the city, and that
with the witness of this commission he could
come off safe, even though the tablet were
found on Antonlo. Taking the perll, then,
rather than fall, he wrote, setting forth the
promises he mede to Antonio in cnse (thus
he phrased It) of the death of his brother,
And he deliversd the tablet to Antonio, and
Antonlo, restoring the lantern to Martolo,
bestowed the tablet about him, and they set
forth again,

As the clock of the tower of the enlhe-
dral, distantly booming in  thelr ears,
sounded the hour of two, they came to whera
the road parted. In one direction it ran
levael across the plain to the river and elty,

and by this way they must go If they would

coma to the seoret gate, and thence to
duke's summer house., But the second road
left the plain; and mounted the hill which
faces the wicket gate, which Is now called
the kill of Duke Paul, At the partlng of
the road Antonio reined in his horse and sat
silent for n great while, Again Paul, scan-
ning his face, was troubled, so that Martolo,
who had drawn nigh, saw bim wipe a drop
from lils brow, and sald:

“For what walt we, Antonlo.
presses, for It has gone 2 o'olock.'

Then Antonlo dréw him apurt, and, fixing
his eyes on him, sald;

“"What of the cbild? What mean you hy
the child? How does It profit you that the
father die if the child Jive? *

Paul, deeming that Antonio doubted
and saw @ snare, and holding It

tho

Time

liim
better to

seem the greatest of villaing than to stir
suspleion In & man who held him in his
hands, smlled cunningly, and answered:

“The chlld will grow slekly dond plae when
his father is not alive to cgre for him."

“It I8 enough,” sald Antonlo, and sgain a
flush mounted In his face, and died down
again and feft him pate, For some think
lie would have turned from his purpose bad
Paul meunt honestly by the child. | know
not, At least the foul murder plotted
agalnst the child mwade blin utterly relent-
lens.

“Let us go and end
Paul, full of eagerness, and again of that
strange uneasiness born of Antonlo's alr,

YAy, we will go and, finish 11" sald An-
tonlo, and with that he leapt fram his horge
Paul did the Jke, for it had been agroed
thiat the others with the horses were to
awalt Antonio's return, while the count and
Paul went forward on foeol; and Tommasino
and Martolo, dismounting also, tied the
horses Lo trees, and stood waiting Antonlo's
orders.

“Forward!" cried Panl.

“Came, then," sall’Antunto, and he turned
to the road that mountéd the hill.

“It 18 by the other road we go,"
Paul, -

“It 18 by this road," ssald Antonlo, and be
ralped his hand and made a certaln sigo,
whereat the swords of his friends leapt from
thelr scabbards, und then barred the way, so
that Duke Paul could turn nowhers save
to the road that mounted the Uill. Then
Paul's face grew long-drawn and sallow with
sudiden fear.

“What means this?"’
means Lhis, Antonla?”

“Il means, my lord, that you must mount
the bill with me," suswored Antonlo, “even
to the top of it, whence a man can see the
clty."

“But for what?" '

“That this matler may be fulshed,” sald

the matter," urged

Bald

he  eried. ““What

- ————

J agnin

Antonto, and ecoming to Paul, he latd a
hand on his shoulder, and turned him lo
the path up the hill. But Paul, sesing his
face and the swords of Tommasino and Mar-
tolo 1hnt barred all escape, steged his hand,
saying:

"Before God, 1 mean you trus, Antonlo!
As Christ died for us, 1 mean you true, An-
tonlo!'

“Of that T know not, and care not, yot do
not swear it now by Christ's name If it
be not true, How meant you, my lord, by
your brother agd your brother's son?”

Paul leked his Nps, for they had gone
dry, and he hbreathed as a man panis who
las run far and fast.

“You are three to one,” he higsed,

“We ghall be but man to man on the top
of the hill,"" snid Antonlo.
IT!H'n sudidanly Tommaxino
den,

There

KL

spoke unbid-

s @ priest in the
gald he, mnd there

village a mile
was pity in his

Peace, Tommasino! What priest has he
provided for hie brother?"

And  Tommasieo sald no more, but he
turned his eyes sway from the face of Doke
Paul; yet. when ho was an old man, one
being in hiw company heard him say le
dreamed of 16 yot. As for Martolo, he bent
hiz Wead and crossed himself,

Then Pail threw hims=elf on his Kneds
before Antonio, and praved him to lét him
£, but Antondo meemed not to hear Him, and
atood silent wdth folded arms. Yet presently
he sald:

"Take your wsword then,
fall these shallimot touch you. Thus mnch
['give, though It s more than T have a right
to give,"

But Paul womdd not take his sword, hut
knelt still, besesching Antonio with tears
and mingling prayers and curses in a flow
of agonized words.

Al last Antonlo plucked him from the
ground and glernly bade kim mount the hill,
and fAndig no help he sel out, hls knees
shaking betienth him, while Antonto followed
clogo upen him. And thus Tommasino and
Martolo wailched them go till the winding of
the path hid them from view, when Muartolo
fell upon his kneet and Tommasino drew a
breath as though a load had rested on his
chest,

It was but a short way to
but the path was steep, and the two went
slowly, so0 thut as they came forth on the
top the first gleam of dawn caught them in
Its pale lght. And the clty lay gray and
drab below them, and the lonely tree that
stands to this day on the hill, swayed in the
wind with mournful murmurings. And Paul
stumbled and sank in A heap upon the
ground, And Antonio sadd to him, “If you
will, pray,'" an? went and leant against the
bare trunk of the tree, a little way apart.
But Paul, thinking on man's merey, not on
Gol's, erawled on his knees neross the space
between and lald hold of Antonio's legs, And
he said nothing, but gozed up at Antonlo,
And at the sllent appeal, Antonio shivered
for an instant, but he did not iy the gaze
of Paul's eyes, but looked down on him and
answerod;

“You must dle. Yet there 18 your sword,
and there a free rond to the eity.”

Then Pau' let go NWls legs and roxe and
drew  hiz sword. But his hand was trem-
bling, and he conld scarce stand, Then An-
tonio gave to him a flask that he carried
holding  strong  waters, and the wreteh,
drinking greedily, found some courage, and
came  suddenly st Antonlo before  Antonio
looked for his attack. Dut the count eluded
him, and drawing his blade, awaited the at-
tack, and Poul seized agaln the flask that he
had flung on the ground and drained It, and,
mad now with the fumes, rushed at Antonlo
shrieking curses and blasphemies. And the
sun rose on the moment that their blades
erogsed, and before Its rays had shone a
minute Antenfo had dreiven his sword through
the howling wreteh's lung, and Duke Paul
lay dying on the grassy hill.

Then Count Antonlo stripped off his doublet
anil made a pillow of it for Paul's head, and
sat down by him, and wiped hig brow, and
tigposed his body with such eare as seemed
possible. Yet he took no pains to stanch the
blood, or to minister to the wound, for his
Intent was that Paul should die and not live.
And Paul lay some moments on his back,
then twisted on his side; once he flung his
legs wide and gathered them sgaln under his
body, and shivered, (urning on hig back
agnin, and his jaw fell, and he died there on
the top of the hill. And the eount closed his
eyes and £at by him in sllence for many min-
utes, and once he burled his face in his
hands, and a slogle sob shook him. {

Dut now it was growing (o day, and he rose
and took from ‘the duke's walst the broad
silken band that he wore, wrought with
golden enibroklery on a ground of roval blue,
Then he took Paul In Wiz arms and set him
upright against the trunk of the tree, and,
encireling tree and body with the rich searf,
he bound the eorps there, and he took the
Ivory tablet from his belt and tled the ribobn
that hung through a hole In it to the ribbon
of the order of 8t, Prislan that wag round
Paul's noeek, and he wrote on the tablet:
“Witness my hand—Antonio a1 Monte Vel-
luto!*  And he wiped the blade of hig sword
long and carefully on the grass till it shone
pure, clean and bright again, Then he gazed
awhile at the city, that grew now warm and
rieh In the Inereasing light of the gun, and
turned on his heel and went down the hill
by the way that he had come.

At the foot Tommunsino and Martolo awalted
him, and whenche came down nlone Martolo
signed  the cross, but Tommasino
glanced one question, and, finding answer In
Antonio's nod, struck his open palm on the
quarters of Duke Paul's horse and set |l
free to go where it would, and the horse
belng free, started at a canter along the road
to the city. And Antonlo mounted and met
hig fuce agaln toward the hills, For awhile
he rode alone 1o front, but when an hour was
gune he called to Tommaosino, and on the
lnd adjoining him, talked with him not gayly
Indeed (that could mot be), yet with calmness
and cheerefulness on the matters that con-
cerned the band. But Paul's name did not
cross his lips, and the manenr In which he
had dealt with Paul on the hill rested un-
known till a later time, when Count Antonlo
formally declared It and wrote with his own
imnd how Duke Paul had dled, Thus, then
Count Antonio rode back to the hills, huying
executed in the body of Paul that which
geemed to him right and just,

Long had Duke Valentine walted for his
brother In the summer house, and greatly
wandered that he came not. And, us the
morning grew and yet Paul came not, the

my lord, If 1

the summit,

dnke feared In kome manner that Antonio
hid detected the snare, and that he held Paul
u prisoner, for it did not enter the duke's
mind that Antonio would dare to kil his
brother. And when it was 6 o'cloek, the
duke, heavy-eved for want of sleep, left the
summer house, and, having traversed the

garden, entersd his cabinet and flung himself

on a coueh there, and, notwithstanding his
uneasiness for his brother, belng now very
drowsy, he fell aslecp, HBut biefore he had

slept long he wag roused by two of his pages,
who ran In erying that Duke Paul's horse had
come rlderless (o the gote of the elty, And
the duke sprang up, smiting his thigh, and
erying:  “If harm has come to him 1 will
not rest till 1 have Antonio's head.'* So he
mustered a party of his guards, some on
horsebuck and some on foot, and passed with
all speed out of the eity, seeking his brother
and vowing vengeance on the Insolence of
Count Antonlo.

But the duke was nobt the first out of the
eity, for he found g etream of townsmen
focking across the bridge, and at the end of
the bridge wias a gatherlng of men, huddled
close round & peassant, who staod In the
center.  The plkemen made a way for lis
highness, and when the peasant saw him he
ran to him, and resting his bhand on the
neck of the duke's horse, as though he oould
scarcely atand alone, he cried, polnting with
his hund to the hill that rose (o the west
“The Duke Paul! the Duke Paul!" And no
more could he say.

“Gilve him a horee, one of you, and let
another lead I8 eries the duke, *“Aund tor
ward, gentlemen, whither he points."

Thug they set forth, and on they went, the
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concourse grew, some overtiking them from
the elty, some who were going on busingss
or for their pleasure, Inte the clly, nrning
and following after the duke and his com-
pany. 8o that a multitede went aftér Valen-
tine and the peasant, and they rode together
at the head. And the duke said t(hrice to the
peasant:

“What of my brother?' bhut the peasant,
who was an old man, dld but polnt again to
the hill,

AL the ol of the Kl all that had horses
left them In charge of the bovs who wern of
the party, for the duke, presaging gome fear-
ful thing, would suffer none but grown men

to mount with him. And thus they went
forward afoot tll they roached the grassy
summit of the hill. And then the poasant
sprang In. fromt, corying: *“"There, there!”

And all of them beheld the body of Duke Paul
bottid to the tree by the embroldered searf,
Mg head fallen on his bLreast and the Ivory
tablst hinging from the ribbon of the order
of Bt Perslan.  And n great sllence fell on
them all; and they stood gagzing at the dead
prince,

But presently Duke Valentine wont forward
alone, and he knelt on one knee and bowesd
hix head and Kissed his brother's vight hand
And n shout of indignation and wrsth went
up from the orowd, and they oried: *“Whose
deed 18 this®" The duke minded them mnot,
but rose to his feet and 1aid hix hand on the
Ivory tabilet, and he perecived that 1t wis
written by Duke Paul: and ho road what
Pant had written to Antonlo, how that he, the
duke, belbg dend, Antonlo should come
hie own agaln and wed Lucla and hold fore-
most place in the duchy. And, this read, the
Ailke also read the gubreription of Count An-
tonin,

“Witness my hand—Antonio di Monte Ve-
lute,'* |

Then he was very nmazed,
trukited his brother. Yet he did not refuse
the thetimony of the Ivory tablet, nor suspect
any gulle or decelt In Antonio, us His Instru-
ment,  And he stood, dry-eyved, looking on
the dead face of Duke Paul,  And, turning
‘round, he eried in a loud voice, so that every
man on thtt Wil heard him:  “Behold the
body of a traltor!” and the men looked on
lilm, and from him to the faces of one an-
other, ngking what he meant, But he spoke
no other word, and went stralghtway down
the hill and mounted his horse agaln and
rode back to the city, and having come to
his palace, he gent for his little son, and
went with him Into the eabinet behind the
great wall, where the two stayed alone to-
gether for many hours, And when the ehild
eame forth he asked none concerning his
unele, the Dulke Paul,

Now all the company had followed down
from the WUl after the duke, and no man
dared to touch the body unbidden, Two days
pussed and a great storm came, 80 that the
raln beat on Paul's face and the lightning
blackened it,  But on the third day, when
the storm hind censed, the duke bade the lien-
tepant of the guard to go by night and bring
the body of Paul; and the leutenant and hia
men flung o cloak over the face, and having
thug done, brought the body Inlo the city
nt break of day; vet the great square wos
full of folk watching in awe and silence. And
they took® the body to the cathedral and
burled It under the wall on the north side,
in the shade of a cypress tree, laying a pladn
flat stone over it, And Duke Valentine gave
great sums for masses to be sald for the
repose of his brother's goul.  Ye! there are
few men who will go by nlght to the hill
of Duke Paul, and even now when 1 wrlte
there Is a man in the city who has lost his
sensed and Is an [dlot; he, they kay, went
to the hill on the night of the 16th of the
month whereln PPaul died, and came back
mumbling  things terrible (o hear. But
whether he went becanse he lacked his sensca

for he had

or lost hig senses by reason of the thing
he saw when he went, I know not.

Thus died Duke Paul, the traitor, Yet,
though the duke, his brother, knew that
whit was done upon him was nothing elee

he had deserved and should have suff-
ered had he been brought alive to  Justiee, he
was very wroth with Count Antonlo, hold-
Ing K Insolence that any man should lay
hands on one of hisg blood, and, of his own
will, execute sentence upon a eriminal so ex-
alted, Therefore, he sent word to Antonio
that If he eaught him he would hang him on
the hill from the branches of the tree to
which Antonio had bound Paul, and would
leave his body there for three times three
days. And this megsage coming to Antonlo,
he sent one privily by night to the gate of
the elty, who Inld outside the gate a letter
for the duke, and in the letter was writen;
“God chooses the hand, Al | well."

And Count Antonio abode still an outlaw
In the mountaing, and Lady Lucin mourned
In the clty.

than

(To Be Continued.)
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Among the 32,000 students registered at
Haorvaerd university 400 are actively engaged
In athletics,

Some comprehension of the magnificent
school fund  Minnesotn will have in  the
future may be had when it is stated that one
firm pald Into the state treasury last week
£126,000 ag a royalty on Iron mined last year.
The Mechanieal school of San Francisco,
given by bequest of James Llck, was opened

last. week., The bequest was $5600,000, of
which $100,000 has been used In bullding
the school. Its principal Is George E. Mer-
rill.

Bdinburgh unlversity has 2,979 students thls
year, 140 of them women; the faculty of arts
has 767, that of sclence 155, divinity 68, law
454, and medicine 1,404, The annual value
of the fellowships and scholarships granied by
the university is $80,000,

The catnlogue of Yale unlversity for the
meademieoal year 1894-65, exhiblts gratifying
proofs of prosperity and progress, The whole
number of students s 2,850, of whom 1,150
are eredited to the neademical department, or
college proper,  Of instructors, not Including
the president, there are 206, and three pro-
fessorships are for the moment vacant.

George Willlamgon Smith, LL.D., has been

president of Trinlty college, Hartford, Conn,,
for more than ten years, and during that
time has made vast lmprovements In the
leading Eplscopal educational institution in
the country, Under his administration large
yums of money have been given to the col-
lege, many handsome bulldings have been
orectod, and the courses of study have heen
greatly broadened nnd the faculty much
strengthened. When he entered upon his
presidency the college was al o very low
ebb, It I8 mow In a most prosperous con-
dition.
Columbla college offers the trustees of the
Tilden Nbrary fund land for a library site
on the site of the new college buildings,
nlso s own collection of about 200,000 books,
and further concedes that the result shall
be called the Tilden lbrary. Mr. Tilden
meant that New York should get §6,000,000
for this Jitrary, but the heira and the law,
working . on a defective will, nullified his
purposg,  Then spoke up a nlece and sald
she would spare $2,000,000 for the purpose
her unele contemplated, and thig s the
money the trustees are waltlng to convert
into Tilden's (mperishable monument,

A vumber of alumni of the University of
Penusylvania, in order to encourage the
writing of ecollege songs and to promote the
Interests of the University (ilee club, have
offered prizes, open to alumnl, Including one
of $20, for the bhest college song, both words
aud music original; $16 for the best original
fet of words to be sung to the music of the
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