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The 8tory of a Wild Goo-e Hunt in Wintery
December,

THE FCRST, FIELD AND STREAM

Falaver with the Biall Player aod the Byker
— Among Horsemen — The Hed
Tall Mawk and the Usual Grist
of Loonl Sporis,

the

HERE In

roval aport

miteh
for the
ginner In Nebraska,
bt that
passoy or
equals gnose
Ing the Platte
The time Wie when
Lthis stream was ong
of the most famous
roegorts for the
birds, bhoth fall and
Epring, of any In the krown world, and It
I sl & hount numerously wvisited In the
soasons named. The population of the couns
try, however, with (& atteadant Inorease of
hunters, has done much to rediuce the fiocks
that come in Here nowadays, and Instead of
countless thousands they are only to be
meen In scattered flocks, some days more, some
lens, but never In a featherad avalanche such
a8 overwlielmed the peglon regulnrly, fenson
In and sascn out, twenty years agoe.

In eompany with B, 8 Dundy, Jr., and
Myron Leurned of thig ety and Charlle Hoyt
and Bam Richmond of Clarks, 1 put in a
couple of days recently at the latter polut
and had one of the most plensant lttle hunts
that has fell my way for several years,

For many years Clarka bas bieen a favorite
rendesvous of Lthe goose hunter, and even
i dhese latter daye continues to furnish as

none Aur-
oyen
ghaot-

good returns ag any point wlong the river.
It Is the home of sueh celebritics as Sam
Richmond and Charlie: Foyt, the most sue-
ceasfal pgooss Hudtera! 1o the whole Platte
valley, and whose services nro almost in-
dispensable to visiting huntern, Richmond

will run n big ‘hotel camp on the river this
spring, and gunoers patroniziog hlm will
be most satlsfactorily cared for.

The first day we shot from bars just a
couple of miles below Clarks and we had
great luck, Dundy, Hoyt and myself getting
nine big Canndas and Learned and Sam
seventoen, Inecluding two Huteline,

Reaching the peint from where we were
to waie out to the bars about 0 o'clock, we
could not resist the temptation of Halting
and for a brief time enjoying the romantie
seenery.  The unfettersd Platte rushed and
gurgled and rippled as It bore on its way,
af It under a wpell of enchantment, with the
soft, aouth breezes playing over its frothy
surface and the yelow sunlight kissing the
rageed mosses of flonting fee and frozted
bara Into radiant smiles.  Truly, the Platte
river, In the fall, presents a thrilling pleturs,
flowing, as it does, with a mighty (mpetu-
osity onward and downward through one of
the grandest agricultural reglons in the
world, so lovely yet so wild and fascinating
in its environing detalls, so Imprezaive in s
Eweet of  grandeur, Far to the east-
ward are the dim outlines of the barren up-

lands, with thelr lacustral borders, where
the cottonwonds gtand naked and speetral,
but gleaming topnz and opal In the soft

light; to tho west numberiess towheads and
Islunds, dark and gloomy In the shadows,
but affording the most oxeellent blinds from
which to deal out death and destruction to
swift-winged duck and wary goose, Strotch-
Ing before you, through a network of flont-
Ing fee, fonm and snow-laden floes, the suvage
Platte, a gleaming, glittering expansge of
crystal waters, dim artery o  all  that
ViaEt country beyond, everywhere offered a
favored home for the coyote and juck rabbit,
«chicken, Canada goose, mallurd, sandhill
crane, redtail hawk and that king of the alr,
the eagle,

The Platte 18 o wonderful stream, and at
this time of the year, like in the spring, it
I8 generally one seemingly Jdnterminabla
strateh of  watery wilderness, the whole
country for miles appearing to be so swal-
lowed up by its extending shores as to make
it next to impossible to: plek out or distin-
guizh the river proper. The main channel,
il there Is such o thing, even to one most
familiar with the configuration of the land-
seape, cannot be determined from the eount-
less slulees, divides, cut-offs, guts and cul-de-
gacs which crowd its brond bed, It is sel-
dom, Il ever, In this region, at any polnt,
over a man's head, although from ope to
ane and a quarter mileg wide, but there are
channels  deeper than  others, treaclherous
holes and beds of quicksand, which make It
bugardous, even for the most adventurous
and skilled hunter to enter; yet, In their
high waders or macintoshes, they holilly
pengtrate to the most remote bar, and cross
and rocross, here, there, and evervwliere,
without either fear or dlsaster, and yet many
an unwary and Inexperlenced hunter hasg met

death In Its powerful, merellesa and per-
fidious currant. Theee fatalitics, however, In
almost every case, have occurred In the

spring, when the river s at its highest, the
floating lee most dangerous, and the gquick-
sands more frequently encountersd.

From the time when but a solitary wagon
trall croazed the state, and ages bhack of that,
In all likelihood, the Platte river has been
one of the moat noted resting and roosting
places for wild geese, during thelr spring
and autumn migrations, there I8 to be found
this slde of the Californias, and ns [ re-
murked before, is still a region much visited
by these great birde, In the morning the
geore leave the bars and fiy off to the corn
and stubble fields for food, returning for
ablution and rest shortly before noon, and
then off again about the middle of the after-
noon for thelr vesperian refrpgshments, and
back in thie dusk of eventlde for rest and
gnfety on the bars through the cold and
droary hours of the night.

Our first morning out was a glorious one,
even for December. While the atmosphere
wis 4 bit keen, everything wns as frosh and
radient as June. The pink tints of dawn
Hiad hardly faded before we had stored awny
n o osubstantinl breakfust at the Commercial
house, and were on our way to the shootlog
‘grounds, An hour's drive brought us to the
peint down the river, off from which we were
to shoot, The digtant bluffe had now warmed
into hmzy purple, while the tops of the
seragky cottonwoods gllatened o gold, A -
tle later, and the geninl sun was kindling
the grass and willow sprouts Inlo yellow life,
and now pleking out the weedy crannies and
water-worn gulches, everything was quickly
under one broad lumination, A belated
laork piped his merry oot as blithsome as in
May, from & swaying mullin stalk burd by;
a wandering breeze Nuttered over the land-
scape, and soveral great lines of goese were
seen culting the alr to the cast on thelr way
from the bars to the feeding grounds,

Boelp, Hovt and myselt went together, and
Bam and Learned, and while the latter drove
off to a point a mile below us, we were not
#low lu making preparations for the midday
return of the birds, Bach one cut a bundle
of brushwood, and with this, and our guns
and decoys, we made our way lo o favorable
bar, It was with some trepldation we
stemmed the powerful current, but in spite
of this and the perfidious shoals of guick-
rand and fosting tee, we finally reachiod the
point aelected.  “O10 ‘Honker.'" as Hoyt is
famillarly Kuown Lo the gouse shooters who
visit Clarks, was but a marvelously short
time tn arranging the blind, and the decoys
all carefully #et gut to the witdward, we were
soon ready and eager for business.

But It was a long walt, nearly two hours
and a half, before our stratacd and Impationt
vislon was rewarded with apything more lin-

priant than the passage of & crow or snow

irll, when suddenly thut eleetrifying mono-
syllable “mark!’ came from the vigilant
Hoyt, und all crouch!ng low behind our shield
of brush, we peered cagerly through the lo-
teritices.
in, all Canadus,

with & huge old veteran
in the lead

They were coming tu from Lhe
morthwest, and decoylng splendidly A
moment more and the grand quintetle set
thelr wings and came directly at us. | wan
on the west, the slde nearest the approadhing
birds, Honker fn the middie, and Scip to the
east, and in order that no bungle be made, 1
Whispered:  “I'll take the last bird, Scip the
beader, and Charlle, you bang into the mid-
dle of them!"

The next moment they were withln reach,
pnd wo wore on our feet as 8 single man
Crack! crack! and ogaln, wenl our guns al-
most together, Hoytl got one with each bar-
rel, but I only got my secoud one down
Tho old leader wust have looked as big as

_he fabled Roc do the Arabisn Nights to the

A bunch of Ave geées was coming |

Judie, but ha never finehed. He poked his
first load full Into hie broad, -ash-colored
slde, and thet, a= he wheelod with a startled
ah-honk-honk-honk! and began to climb sky-

ward, Scip stendied himself, and down he
whirled D! Into the water at his second
bartrel,

He was dead as a stone, and so was mine,
but the one Honker had gotten down with his
necond shot, was only wing-tlpped. Ha had
falten on the bar, but befors Charlle sye-
ceeded tn getting a killing shot bho led him
A merry chase a half-mile ont into the fomm-
Ing river

Selp's bird welghed quite seventeon pounds,

And besides him, we had three other fne
ones, and wera  earraspondingly Jubilant
But we were allowed ofily a few moments

far congratilation, when another Nock waw
daneried In the distance, coming straight our
wiy, On, on they eame, as If julled by n
Biring, they came so directly Into us Thore
wilre aver twenty of them, and walting until
they dropped thelr erimson feet to lght Hpon
the sands of the bar, we agaln arose and
poured n volley of lead into them, four birds
again Tell, while o Ofth, hard shot, swerved
from the malo Mock as tho koarsd gway, and
Nylog stealght across the river, wont ovir
the line of low woods and fell in a cornfield a
mile away,

Then enme & long walt,

Most af the birds

had returned to the bars, and would not
atart Lo leave agaln before 8 or
1 o'clock, and we were (L [

bating whether to go Into shors and glve the
nuall & whirl or not. when a flook of canvas-
biteks wers dlscoyerad elroling over the open
wiatsr a hall mile below us. Honker brought

his ealler Intp play and after considerable
effort succpeded In attracting thir attenilon
| and they started to come over. They soon
| mot thelr keen eves on the geese deroys, but
Ehied past Just when we thought they woera
coming In. They made a clrele of & mile
or more, then came bearing down upon s
Iihe a4 whirlwind., We siw that thay weare
exeesdingly wary and agreed to take 4 lohg
I|'h.m-". sure enough when within posellly
Bixty-nve vards of the decovs they dished,

with n sibilant swish, and began to go up at
the rate of o mile a minute, and feeling that
this was our only show, we Jumped fquickly
to cur fest and Tet themy have Eix Lares)s,

Wae dldn't get a tenther!

When we got to shore that evenlie Honker
gtruck a bes line off Into the ecornfield whera
our woutided goose had fallen In the aftertnoon,
lim*l In ton minuets he wae baek, bringlng the
bird with him. We were shortly Jolnad by
Sam and Learnod, and when they displayed
(thelr splendid kil of seventeen gerse,  we
felt o bit crestfallen. However, we wore
pretiy well satlefied curselves, We had ninoe,
anll one that tipped the scales at nearly
elghtesd pounds, and we felt under the eoir-
cumstances that we had no kick coming.
Learned, of course, was excessively Jublilant,
and ns guarrulous as an old woman, and jne-
alated on telling us of his extraordinary
shooting, how he killed five birds out of a
single floek, thres with his own blunderbus
and two with Sem's gun, Richmond had Bong
ashore to jump a flock that settled on o bar
below them, and where, he apprehended, they
would decoy all the inecoming birds., He left
his gun in the blind, While he was out a
big flock of Canadas ecame In. Myron sat
like a block of {ee. The birds 1t, and then
he didn't do a thing to them. Two dead in
thelr tracks at the first crack: another at to
his second barrel; then e grabe Sam's gun
and gives them some more. Bang! another
Canada, and bang! again, and still another!
For a moment, he #ald, he thought it was
raining geese, but when he began to tell us
of the two erips that flew off over the woods
and fell In the folds, we demanded na halt,
but he wouldn't have it, and kept up his tale
of wos untll wa reached the hotel, and far
Into the night, Scip declaring that he eracked
the old chestnut aver and over In hils sleep,

The next day was ano'her glorlous one, and
while we did not bug quite 20 many blrds, we
had plenty of shooting and plenty of spart.

SANDY GRISWOLD.

Yorest, Field and Strenm,

Tho only game which can now legully fall
to the sportsman’s gun is squirrels and rab-
bits, The law on chicken and quall was up
Tuesday last,

Fred Montmerency and Stocky Heth took a
last. jaunt through the brush and stubble
last Monday up near the famous Honeyereek.
They found birds in abundance, but owing to
the cold found shooting very difficult, yot
they bagged twenty odd birds,

A great deal of interest {8 belng manifest
among the trap shots over the coming mateh
between J; C. Read of this city, and George
Nicolal of Sutton. It will be at 100 live
birds each for $100 a slde, and talkes placo
on the Bemis Park Gun club grounds, across
the river, one month frgm next Monday,
February 7. That {t will be a close and in-
teresting race goes without saying, as both
men are more than falr shots, and qulte
evenly balanced at the trap,

Report lns it that a good many fine bass
and pickerel are being taken from Cut-Off

and other adjacent lalies through the foe.
The new gamo law, ones: on the statute
books, and this nefarious practice will be

brought to a speedy termination.

While enroute for the western Platte coun-
try thig fall, our lttle party fell in with
Jack O'Hern In the smoker of the Pullman,
und enjoyed his soclety on to our desting-
tion. Mr., O'Hern In superintendent of the
Union Pucific shops at Clhicyenne, and speak-
Ing of shooting and game, he said he had Just
returned, a few days previous, from a sue-
cessful antelope shoot.

"Yes,”" remarked one of our party, ‘‘that
s all right for you fellows out in Wyom-
Ing, but here in Nebroska we have got ta be
content with ducks and geese'

1 beg your pardon,” interjolned the suave
superintendent, “hut our party came to Ne-
broka for our hunt!”

“What "'

“That's what 1 sald. We stopped at Bush-
nell, the last mtation on this road in the
alate, and did not go out of Kimball county
for a singie animal, and we Kkilled nine.
Why, I tell you there were more antelope
In Nebraska this fall than there has been
for ten years, and there were a plle of them
killed, too."

“You don't say?"

“Yes, but I do. The last mornihg we
wore out, I sat on any pony on the top of a
moderate sandhill, and saw no less than
three bands pt one glance of the oye, and
there wasn't less than tweply In each band, '

“You can bet your Mle I'li have a Metle of
that In ming in another fall, ¢h, judge? on-
thuslastically exclalmed the legal member
of our party.

“Nixey," quoth the Judge, “I've Xiled a
car lopd of ‘em, dand wouldn't go lwenty
miles to see a thousand of them. Give me
Koese and ducks, there's the sport for you,™

And I don't know but what the judge, as
usual, Is eminently corgect,

On Wodnesday last a farmer lving Just
southwest of HBellovue shot a common rod-
talled hawk that had attacked and all but
killed a full grown turkey hen, The bird
was brought into my offiee and then taken
to S¢ow, the taxidermist, for mounting.

Bpeaking of hawks reminds me of a little
Ineldent that came under my own observation
a year ago last fall while duek shooting in
South Dakota with Lawyer Simersnl and
Btocky Meth. 1 was Iying in my blind one
afternoon, Impatiently awalting some wigns
of a Might, when suddenly | was startled
by the distant honk! shonk! of a goose,
Carefully stunning the surroundings 1 quickly
made out a long line of the birds coming
over the lake directly toward me from the
southwest. They were fiving low, not more
than a couple of yards above the water, and
I was ot ounce all eagerness, for I was
moral.y certaln of getting a shot. All hun-
ters, hiowever, will appreciate my pique and
digappolotment when e birds quictly slid
it the laks's cooling depths immediately
| ln froot of me, but 120 yards away. There
they floated like 8o many shadows In the
Image of Anser Cansdensls. The lake waws
gloased over with the slanting sunshine, and
all about was still us death. 1 lay perfeotly
moevclosa, hoping tho birds would swim o
within range of my Lefever. Hut they wore
a wury lot, and had evidently been there
before, Suddenly there was the wildest com-
motion wmong thim, and with wings lifted
| high and beating vieleatly, they bunched tp-
gether in an Incredibly small space, all the

time ewmitting a savage, hissing sound,
not  wwulike that of  the tame  goose
whsn annoyed by the wsmall boy 1
was  not kept  loug  waiting for  the
causy of this siogular scene, for the next
| instant, with & smothered soresch, a big
redtull  bawk durled down into the
very thickest  of the birdu, and
whlle he made the feathers Ny

| thgy beat bim off with their sturdy pinlons.

But he eame back quickly to the attack.
Renching an altitude of forty fest, down he
eame again, hoad fArst, like an arrow from
the bow. Into their very midst., Again they
beat him off and again he assailod them, the
lust time cansing them to leave their rosting
place on the lake with discordant squawks.
They only flew a couple of hundred yards
until they again dropped Into the Haceoon's
refreshing wators The hawk was a bold
buccanneer, however, and he was cight after
them, and they had no more than stenek the
lake's surface before be wias onto them again.
Aualn that scene of wild commotion and
shrill  sounds occorred, but this time #i
grew flereer and eantitved longer, and to my
ammzement 1 falled Colonel Redtatl
emerge from (he group as he was wont on
every other assault. 1 stood up In my boat,
and, shading my eyes, peersd off over the
lnke In keen exeltement. The geose were
huddled closcly together and thelr wings
were beating the air and water like flalls,
while the hissing was loudor and more
viclous than ever. 1 was about concluding
that the hawk had met hig mastors and by
some mishap they had succeoded in getting
him in thelr cluiches, when suddenly 1 dis-
orled his brown shape, as [t shot from out
the very midst of the clamoring geese, and
wont llke a fleelng shadow off over the trloe
beds, the hay fields and the low darkening
sand hills, out of the range of vision beyvond.
Then there was a low cackliing among the
geove, a Nap or two of a wing and thoey
rose, and, whesling north, bore swiftly away,
n=s it they, too, were anxiois to leave a
scene that had been fraught with =6 much
danger,

It 1% a singular thing, but the redtall hawk
I8 to ba found no more numeraunly anywhere
than he I abont the isolated little lakes
within the artd depthe of the western sand.
hille, I have Killed scores of them on my
semi-annual hunts, and seen mare In a *ngle
fall than in all my lile together before.
While erouched in a blind In the rlee or
reeds on a calm autumn afternoon it Iy not
uncommon to gee a dozen of these beautiful
but wary birds a-wing at the same time.
Thoey are Inordinately fond of wild duck
meat, and but few cripples ascape them,
They olrcle about the rlee and rusheg, this
way and that, in acd out, untll their keen
eyes detect the hiding mallard or wWilgeon,
and then it §s all day with the wounided
bird. These hawks, while T have nevor vot
found a nest, eertainly bBreed in the sandhille,
and must build their nests in the sand, ns
there are no rooks or ledges, trees or any
other sgort of lodgment whepre they eonld de-
posit thelr eges and perform the dutles of
nidification,

The state fish commisston will make some
big plants of bass and plka fry in the west-
ern streams and lakes the coming spring.

Grorge Kleinman and Dr. Carver will meet
at Watson park, Chicago, early in February,
amd will shoot off their mateh for the ouast-
Iron champlonghip of Ameriea. Klelnman
wan the medal In open competition a few
weeks ago, The medad represents the live-
bird chnmplonship of Americn. The match
will be at 100 birds for $100 a slie.

State Fish Commissionsr Lou May has re-
turned  from a two months' sojourn in
Louislina. Mo looks hale and learty, and
has gome thrilling tales to Lell of the LT
bass he eanght off Pass Christian, and the
pompano and red-snapper at Bay St. Louis.

The trap shooters are all Impatlently wait-
ing for John J. Hardin to set g date for his

| match shoot with the Plumber.

The new proposed game law provides for
a five yvears' rest for deor and antelope: also
o good sound lNeenee for non-resident shooters.

————

Over at Des Molnes Next Friday,

The annual meeting of the Western assocla-
tion will convene at the Savery hotel, Des
Molnes, next Friday afternoon at 1 o'clock.
As the aszoclation now stands there are nine

clitles in the cireult and, If St. Paul i
counteld, ten. But St. Paul s merely a
dream, Sioux City, howover, I8 a bonafide

menber and {y in to slay, notwithstanding
Omaha, Lincoln, St. Joe, Des Moines, Quinoy,
Jacksonville, Rock Island and Peoria. all
think they are fixtures. Some one Is mis-
taken, Who is It? It cannot possibly - be
Omaha, because Omaha s the head and
front of the whole Institutlon. The assoela-
tlon was conceived here and we own the
president and all the machinery, It cannot
be Lineoln, because Thomas Jefferson Hickey
says no, and what Thomas Jelferson Bays
generally goes, Des Moines? Nope. Billy
Traflley, the blg Indian with an appetite, has
a big coop full or shanghals over thers nnd
says he can sell eggs enough to carry them
through If there isn't & man at a game this
summer. 8t, Joe? Hardly. Bhe has had
the hleroglyphies sponged off the slate and
I8 back for nnother year, Must be Quiney
or Jacksonville, and lHkely both, for, accord-
Ing to the Sioux City Tribune, Rockford *‘Is
wild over base ball and would almost sell s
court house and poztoflice to get dnto the
agsoclation, It Is sald to be the most en-
thuslastic town in the west over the -
tlonal game, and, while it {8 not as largoe us
some other pluces, Is willing o guarantee
playing the season througl. It has selogted
Hugh Nicol as manager and the business men
have already raised $1,800 cash and placed
It In a bank to his oredit. Then the town,
ke most other places that wunt base hall
and are not quite large enough to aftord it,
has a street rallway that will help sub-
stantinlly.”  This makes it look as if Rock-
ford would be tuken in, Anyway, there is
to be a good deal of hair pulllng at thoe
mepting.  Lincoln §g after Dave Rowe's sealp
and asserts she has It ow &ood as dangling
at her belt, and this means war to the knife,
In caso Uncle Dave is glven the fire W. W,
Kent of Jacksonville will BLep in, and i that
happens how are we golng to Bot rid of the
villnge? 1t looks to o man up o tree as If the
Savery will be the scene of a good deal of
sulphurous pyrotechnics about next Friday
l.lfllll'llll'lull., and 1'll have to run over and take
em in,

e o

Pulaver with the il Playera

Kid Fear han signed with Grand Raplds
and his contruct has been approved, Nick
Young, president of the National league, hay
notified Foar that Dave E. Rowe had no
power to suspend him only for the season of
1864.

Buck Hbright is very popular in Lincoln
and will have every facility for giving the
capital a strong team Lhis season. Darnes,
the plicher, says that Buck would be a hard
man Lo mateh,

80 far Omaha has not signed a man, and
geems In no particular burey to do so until
after the atnnnl meeting next Peiday.  Man-
ager MeVittie, however, Is negotlating with u
number of good men, and expresses no fear
but what he will be able o gecure a much
gtronger team than he had last season,

All New York Is pgltated aver a rumor thuat
Duek Ebright ts after George Van Haltren.

Both Kmg Gaff and Fighting Tim Hurst
have been gives the grand fire by the Na-
tional lengue,  Lynch, Bmslie, MeQuald, Keofo
and MeDoould constitute the wmplre staff so
far,

Up in Cloveland they')l bet you almost any-
thing but money that “Chippy” MeGarr—our
own erstwhile Chip—Is the best third base-
man, burring Nush, in the Natlonal league.

Jack Huskell flonted in with the lagt cold
wave. He 1 blg and fat, and will likely
fap bis lungs in the interests of the Western
league this year. Manning of Kansas City
Hkes him, apd that s vguivalent to a Job,

John MoMahon, the Washington catcher,
was called out for all time on Tussday last
at his home In Bridgeport, Conn. Bright's
disease wans the umpire,

It 18 o be hoped Lthat the Western assocl-
atlon wmoguls will take some action on the
loud and volgar coaohing business so dis-
gustingly prominent In these western eitles
last year, Such men a» Nosey Shaffer, Mat-
tle McVicker, Little Hollingsworth, Jukoy
Straues and a few others of a shinilar breed,
should be muegled while & game Is In prog-
ress, A code of signaly should be used during
n game—nothing else,

Harry Clayton, who csught for Milwauliee
early last season, has Dbeen barpooned by
Johii L. Baroes for his Mingopolis war party,

A crusade has set in from derta!n quarters
agalust the blg mitt, acd it is vory probable
that some reform in this direction is forth.
coming, It 18 both a ludicrous and & tantal-
lzing sight to see a short stop or second or
third baseman wearing a glove, which If nec-
essary, Lhoey could hide behind, and | have
REEND as many pretty plays spoiled by this
very habit as [ ever saw mude. StUll, that
Is not the grestest objection, It is the fact
that ficlding ls thus dependant upon a specles
of muachinery Instead of adroltness with the
honds, Might as well contrive & hand cata-
gu:l for the pitcher and & spring-bat for the
atter.

=
FAVORITE 11;500])?1[) DOGS

Fino Points of Breeding that Invariably
Win Prizw,

e

ST. BERNARDS AND-RUSSIAN WOLFHOUNDS

—_——

Where the Dogs of Fashion In America
Nourly All Come, From—Strong Characs
teristics of Ql'u_i_rulhnmull How n
Mastift Hestored a i,

i ——
(Copyright, 189 by B, 8B MceChire, Limited,)
The dogs of fashion In Amerien have

pretty nearly all of them ecome to the United
Btates by way of Qrint Beltaln,  There are,
to be sure, in this country some distinetive
bresds that originated on this =lde of the
Atlantie, and the dogs of the Indlan  wil-
lages are probably Indigenous, aboriginal
Among the doga that are American in the
sengg of first having  heen produced  here
by a crossing of streams tll there was o
distinetive type are the Newloundland, the
Chesapeake bay dog, the Ameriean fox hound,
the American bloadhound and one or two
others. The coon dogs are distinetively
Ameriean, but I am afrald they cannot be
sald to form m separate type, you 1 do
Inulst on this opnilon; a reference of this
question to the members of congress repre-
sonting districts south of Mason and Dixon's
ling would probably secure some valuable
and authoritative Information on « subject of
which the world at large s now in entire
Ignorance. Mot the dog of faghlon, the dog
that attracits gredat attentlon nt the bench
shows, the dog that commands high prices,
comes to us by way of Great Dritaln, aod in

most instances Is practically of British or-
lgin. Two of the dogs now fetehing the
highest prices and therefore ocoupying the

position of ultra fashion in the canine world,
are not British, but they are very fashionable
in Bogland, nnd had this not have been there
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PRIZE RUSSBIAN WOLF HOUND,

} the male, bul not humpbacked ke the camel:
in the fomale the back shonld be almost fat,
Why this pecullarity exits It this breed
alone, of all the canine race, no one yor hin
besn able (o diseover. The hind quarters
fhould be Broad and well developed, showing
A& wealth of muscles and sinews, strong anmil
tough. The tall shonld be exceedinely long
and elmeter-like, heavily fringed with soft
silky halr, which in some good speclimens
refsches to tep and eleven Inches Add to the
formation already deseribed a profuse and
long coat of long sliky tsxtore, n movement
of body that Is the poetry of motion and
svnonym of grace, An ontiines that (s artisti-
ciully perfect, a eoartlage that s at once
strong and dainty, and o hoad that 1s un
equalled for slegance, and we bave (he Rus-
slan wolfhound at his best.”
THE BLOODHOUND LESS BLOODY THAN

REPUTED,
The Bleondhound is not a popalar favorite
| In this eountry and his disrepute Is In a

Invge measure due to the strolling © impatiies
that played Mrs, Stowe's “"Uncle Tom's
Cabin' all over the country for more than a
ponerntion past. Though Mra, Stowe only
mentioned blovdhounds onee In her nareative
nid did not bring them on the scene at all,
they are a prominent foature in the deamn of
“Unele Tom's Cabin®” as put on the stage.
Ambltions companics have n pack of dogs
and even the Httle companles that perform
uhder tents always have at least two, And
meat feraclous and forbldding looking brutes
these are,  Dut they are not bloodhounds,
l'l'hv}' are generally some mixed brosd—say o

cross between a Caban or Siberian blood-
honnd and A mastif.

This prejudice by misropresentation took
the form In Massachusotts of a legislntive
enactment declaring It n misdemeanor to keep
A _bloodiound within the swate. As o motier
of fact the English bloodhound iz one of the

gentlest members of the eanine family and
even the American bloodhound—hunter of
runaway slaves and escaped conviets—is not

In the least bBloodthirsty, all the sensational
tales 1o the econtrary notwithstanding, Those
Dloodhounds, both Eagllsh and  Amerloan,
follow man’s trall to fAnd thele game, but
not to prey on i, A bloodhound wonld no
gooner jump on w man he had found than
o pointer or setter would Jump upon the
quail or parteidge that had been traced by
seent.  The blooduound I8 trained to find,
not to destroy, and is therefore as useful in
hunting lost ehildren as desperate orlminals,
Up at Falr Haven, In Vermont, where Mr,
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Is little chance that they would have found

such great favor In this country. I allude

to the St. Bernard and the Russian wolf

lound,

THE ST. BERNARD AND HIS HISTORIC
ANCESTRY,

Doth of these are distinctlvely show dogs,
though under proper conditions ecach makes
a good and trustworthy companion. But at
present they are bred snd imported mainly
for exhibition purposes and at the bepch
ehows  they never: fail to attract a vary
large measure of attentlon, The romantlc
listory of the St Berpard surrounds him,
aven in this age, when K his. oceupation |=
gone; with s interest: that will npot rall -ao
long a8 wa, remember .the good monks of
the hospices In the Alps and thelr human
efforts to rescue the cruel snow belated and
bewlldered travelers who had lost their way.
As assistants In this kindly work of suceor
the St. Bernard dogs performed feats of su-
gaclty and strength almost too wonderful for
bellet, But the accounts mre so well ay-
thenticated that intelligent doubt Is Impos-
slble, The rallway tunnels and (mproved
facllities for travel through the Alps have
taken the ocecupation away from the St
Bernard, and had not fasnlon come to his
rescue the breed would prolably lave be-
come  extinet, As it [8, thers are many
mora St, Bernards In the world then when
he and his kind were trained to perform and
did perform the noblest work cver given to
a dog to do,

In contemplating the history of the §St,
Bernard dog it is cagy to agree with Cuvier
that the domestie dog Is “‘the completest,
tho most singular apd most useful conquest
over made by man."” What hos been the
effect of lack of ocoupation und training upon
tho 8t. Bernard, I am not prepared to say,
though upon general prineiples and judging
from the effocts of like conditions upon other
dogs with which I have a more Intimate
acquaintance, 1 faney the 8t. Bernard of the
bench shows, the blué ribbon winner, Is more
symmetrieal, of finer coat, of more delicate
constitution, and of more uncertain temper,
If these assumptions he correet the dog can-
not have improved during the generations
of Idleness. But he s a great favorite and
apecimens have been bought by American
breeders at immense

prices—five and ten
thousand dollars,
RUSSIAN WOLFHOUND THE NEWEST
PFAVORITE.

The newest favorite, and one llkely In a
year or 89 to be even more fushionable than the
St. Bernard, Is the Russiun wolthound. This
dog was also introduesd here from England,
though within a vear or so enterprising breed-
erf have made Importations directly [from
Russlu, where the wolthound s groat
favorite, both a8 o compunion und a sporting
dog. In thig country it is not Iikely that he
will be useful other than as a show dog and
48 a companion, Ha s without doubt the
hundsomest of the groyhound family, and is
at once bothe larger and stronger. Indeed
many speclmens are larger than the deers
hound, He I8 more graceful in movement
than elther of these, und In genernl appear-
ance the most aristocratie of dogs, Whut |a
probably more to the purpsse, he s Hkely
to thrive In the American elimate which is
fatally hard on many branches of the groy-
hound family. I am Indebted to Mr. H. W,
Huntlngton, master of the Marlborough ken-
nels of Lawrence, Long Island, for this de-
seription of the Husstan wolfhound wlen at
his best s 11 &
“His head is exceediogly long and narrow,
his eyes full, round,, dark and very tender.
The muzzle is well dilled out bolow the eyes,
this avoiding what we#o often sea in grey-
hounds, a snipy appearance, Hix work de-
mands that he shall have great power of
Jnw and that his teeth shall be oven and
strong, A weskopeibefore the eyes |a
greatly to be deprocaed, as s also a bead
that g short and thicks BExtreme length of
fuco, with flatness am tup, and with, perhnps,
4 Roman nose, aresguadities greatly sought
nfter, though Infrequemtly found, The face,
Indeed the entire (hend, should  denote
strength, courage, o idMness of dlsposition
and also possees thaso rare quality whioh
among dog bresders s huown as character
The cars should bwigmall, of fine lesther,
#et eloss to the skyll god carried well back,
}:nludl:l belng well egigred with long, soft
e, re
“The neck s lmlT crally aw long as that
of the greyhound, yet | should be of moder-
ate length, well carrjed and nlcely set Into
the shoulders. The more profuse the cout
I8 on the neck the better, and In some good
specimens It s 80 excesslve a8 Lo give the
dog's bhead the appearance of protruding
through o muff of loug halr. The fest should
be rather longer than those of the Krey-
hound, but not splayed or with distended
Loes, The toes should be close together, well
knit and strong. TU: Fegs should be wbsos
lutely atraight, of good bone, not qulte mo
round as those approved of In the grey-
hound, but rather broad than otherwise,
The featheriug o the legs should be profuse
The ahoulders should be we'l and obliguely
sl on, not heavy or loaded, bul clear, thus
giving free action to the fore part of the
body. The met an of the ribs 18 8 vexod
Question. Seme suthorities clalm that the
ribs should be flal, while others are in-
vlined 10 prefer & gentle spriog to them
thus giving freer actlon (o the heart wud
lungs. [ prefer the latler formution

“The buck of both sexes should be stroug,
wel made aod clean, somewbat erched o

Winchell has & kennel for bloodhounds and
mastiffs, o bloodhound biteh was one day
quletly sieeping before hilg sitting room fire,
His gon, then 5 or 6 years old, took it into
his hemd that the bloodhound's ears were
wrong and finding a pair of scissors deter-
mined to trim them to mastift size and shape,
He put his eturdy little legs over the sleep-
Ing bloodhound and #at down on her, Then
he begnn on her ears with the scissors. The
loodhound awakened and appeared to reallze
that If she got up she would throw the boy
Into the fire, so she howled with all her
strength of lungs till gome one ¢ame to the
raescue, It never occurred o her to bite
the boy. Now it 18 a libel to eall a dog with
such sense and good temper savage and
dangerous. Thofe who know the English
blocdhound best are enthusiastic in his prajse
for both Intelligence and amiability and the
Amerienn blosdhound is nothing more thun
a beagle with a little admixture perhaps of
the blood of either the Cuban or English
bloodbound, the charncteristics of the beagle
predominating,

When London was In a panie
of appreliension  on  account of  the
horrible and mysterfous crimes In White-

chapel of ““Jack the Ripper,” 8ir Charles
Warren, then at the head of the London po-
lice, determined to see what bloodhounds
could do, so he Invited Colonel Bdwin Brough,
the most successful bloodhound breeder |n
England, to come to London with Lis digs and
make some experiments, The dogs were tried
In Hyde park and were never baflled In thelr
pursuit so long as the teall remained In the
park, but vutslde on the eity pavements where
thousands of tracks crossed esch other they
went wrong, This experiment was made will
dogs whose ancestors, mavbe, for 100 yeurs,
had been suffered to go entirely untrained,
and the Instinet had quite naturally deterior-
ated through this negleet, It a family of
these dogs were carefully tralned for saveral
generations to hunt the clean boot an hard
rouds and pavemen!s 1 fancy thay would soun
be g0 sure In thelr tracking as to be a valu-
able adjunect of every poliee foree,
THE BLOODHOUND'S SENSE OF SMELL.
I saw & remarkable exhibition of the in-
Btinet of ong of Colonel Brough's dogs that had
been brought to this country by Mr. Winchell,
Beltus, through illness, had lost both sight
and hearing, and had nothing left to guide
her save the sense of smell. She wus cast
off In o trall that ran over a pretty rough
counlry—over water, through a stone quarry,
over fences, across a briar paich, through a
thick wood and so0 on with the numerous
fencey of a country slde intervening. She
went off slowly and slleptly—the bloodhound
usually bays in the chase—hut followed the
trail with perfect acouracy, In differcnt
plicss—when water was crossed and the als
moat perpendicnlar walle of the stonp quarry

encountered for Instance—she worked with
Ureless patlence, moving In broadening olre-
eleg U1 the trall was  struck, The only

sounds she made In the long chose of geveral
milen wus a glad ecry when un interruptad
trail hud been found, Ones when ko finding
the trall she took a back track for u few
yards and then turned and galloped slowly
In the right direetion, apparently with entire
abnfidence that she was right. T have neavop
been able Lo account for the iInstinet which
made ber change her direction, for the trall
viruek by her ran In two wava and how she
should Kunow, wi'h only the one &ense to
guldg bher, which was the right way, was one
ol the most wonderful examples of Instinet
I ever witnessed. Whoen the hunt was finislied
and she came up with the men she had besn
chasing she showed no disposition to fly at
them, but only evidence of delight that she
should huve succeeded in her task.
THE INIUSTICE DONE THE MASTIFP,

Another much maeligned dog |s the mastif,
Every uow and agaln we read in our news-
papors that w child or a wompn bas been
altacked and badly bitten by a fleroe mastiff
We read such things so frequently that the
uninformed public has, uaturally, pechaps,
comp to the conclusion thel the mastiff s
savage and unsafe. As a motter of fact, the
mastilt s the gentlest of all dogs, Its In«
stinet belng (o proteet 1ife and property,
How then did it gain this disrepute? Not
falrly it may be depended on. Ly some
curious fact of nature, when the types of
dugs are crossed, the progeny s apt o hove
In an exsggerated form the bad qualities of
both types, and when oelther type has bad
characteristics, then the progeny s very
lkely to show qualitics of original *'dussed-
ness’ of an alarming kind, Now the Instinet
of the mastiff, and also of the Newfound-
land, I8 to save lite and protect property,
yebl It you coross these dogs the result will
boe & mongrel of ferocity aud treachery,
And #0 the mongrels, showing the mastiff
conformution Lo some extent, have bitien
chlldren and frightencd women, and theres
fore the masiill iype sulfers in public es.
teem, At is wrong that this should be go, for
the mastilf s the best dog of all (0 keep in
the country, guard the houss and keep watoh
over the ehlldren of a4 family

RESTORED A CHILD TO ITS NURSE,

At Mr. Winchell's Kennels there was a
Isstifr bitch with & uew lter of pupplis
A biteh of whatever breed with pupples s
Rlways Joalouyw uud dangerous (o Btrangers,
There was b Utile chuld visiting Mr. Wia-
ahell’'s place and thls youungelsr, being wn-
natioed by the nurse for & moment, pushed
\s way ipto the Kennel whers the young
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able to the weak as the strong stomach.
one of the most potent germ destroyers known to medicine,
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plies the oxygen necessary for the proper digestion of the oil.
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The value of Cod Liver Oil in all diseases of the throat,
reat emaciation has taken place,

is beyond question,  The great
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and nauseating effects. In Ozomulsion this difficulty has been
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Scrofula, General Debility, or any Wasting Disease, to
weak, worn-out mothers, delicate children, over-worked men,
old people, persons recovering from fevers, to the weak, ex-
hausted and scrawny of all ages, sexes and conditions, this
scientific preparation comes as the restorer of constitutions
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done this the biteh would fn all probabllity
have bitten him severely. But the mother
left the pupples and taking the child by the
sleeve of its drese pushed opep the kennel
door and led the child o the house to Ity
carcless nurse. Here was an exhibltion of
Instinet In its highest and truest form, and
every one who knows the purely bred mastiff
will say thut almost any good mastiff would
bave done the ssme thing. And yet many
Ignorant persons belleve the mostiff to be
dangerous and unsafe, This prejudice s
probably only temporary and in the mesntime
the breeders are making further lmprove-
ments In thelr stralns, and at this thme in
Heaufort's “Black Prince” we probably hayve
In Amerlca the Onest mastiff in the warld,

JOLIN GILMER SBPEERD,

dust m Little Nelghborly Afalr.
The Bloux City whist
January K, eontinuing
lowing two days, 11 |8 not a natlonal affair,
ag has heen repeatidly stated, but slmply
i contest betweon the players of the different
cluba represonting Omaha, Bloux City, Bloux
Falls, Davenport, Des Mo'nes, Cedar Itupids,
Councll Bluffs and Lincofo. Messrs, Hawks
and Melkle, Wilbur and Alles, will represent
the Omaha club, while Harry Held will me-
company them as substitule,

tournment opons
throughout the fol-

Questions nod Answers,

HAMRBURG, Ta, Dee, 20, —To the Bporting
Bditur of The Bee: W you kindly answor
In your Bunday's Bee? In playing draw
poker, after the handy gre dealt off, snd they
are ready to draw, hos any one o right o
cul the cards before the draw?—J, M. It
Aus.—No,

LINCOLN, Jan, 2,—To the Sporting Bdi.
tor of The BDe¢: Can you fornish me with
the results of Armin Tenner's test of Lhe
relative merits of the different nitro-powders?
—R. T. M.

Ans. Tenuer's couclusions were published
In the Forest aod Stream, New York, Deceni-

guod loaded shell, nitro powders, also give Lhe
name, if poasible, of the awl herewith de-
soribed, It was captured In ao old wod
bowse, and ts ahout twelva Inches bilgh, brown

bick, white breast, head round ss 2 ball,
while with cirele of brownlsh fealhoers o
fromt, giving I thg Jook of & monkey or
humun being.—M. 1, Wood,

Avs —The Poters  Curtridge  esmpany
Cinelunatl, turn oul the wvory best  ai
chion post louded  sholl I Lhe ouun
iry. Thelr goods, tog, nra sl
Hrat claws, pud you can ordor any powder
YOu ste proper The bird you deseribe |s

A common barn owl=-8irix pratineula.
COUNCIL BLUFFS, Jau, &.~Te the Hport-
luig Editor of The Bee: Please declile a

bupiles were housed,  Had & strange man

wager. Two men sbakig dice for the drinks,

ber 2, 0, 16 and 23, 18893, which YOou can
order of that house.

BUPERIOR, Neb., Jan. 1.—To the Rport-
Ing edimir of The Bee: Please send mp |

address of w factory that makes a cheap buy |

—— ]

GURES QUICKER

THAN ANY OTHER REMEDY,

Tarmnt's Mxtmot of Cae
Wl ol Cipoilin s ) sale,
aln nnd  quiok cure for
porarehea ond gleet and by
Id-tried romedy  for all
the urlnnry or-
Combining 1 n Dighly
irinted  form the me-
virtuen olibe!

capidbng poriabioe
phiipe,  froedom  from  insle
nnd spoedy netion (wprin
Jess e than any other
wopariton) make It THEB
1OHT VALUANLE KNOWN
TEMEDY, To provent fruyd,
sop that overy paokime haw nored stdp porom the
i Lial, with thie wlgnature of Thrrant &
o NG Y upon . PIICE, §L0G. Hald by all
druggints.

DR. C. GEE WO,
WHO IS HE!

He s one of the mast
shiliful of Chinsse  doo=
tors, because of hls grieot
knuwlodge  nnd ures,
Having hoen olght  yours
in the mhioal polloge of
China understands the
Lmaneii sntlom of over
E00% ppmedlen, With feurs
teons Yewrs of prootioe wnd
wWer four yoais  of r
time In tanhha bos glven
m w reputaiion lneked
up by thousands of testl-
Eoioninls In euring BYEILY

: UHARACPEIL of dingase,

O O OTHERWIHE, D G,

Poithandeos o oure in every oaso or Lthe

maney will b vefunded.  Consuliatbon froe,  Hopnd

& AIwo-iwnt slamp for book and guestion blanks.
Dr. C. Goo Wo, 610N, 10-51., Omuba, Nob.

first flop oul of the box,
palr pees and three trays; second man pale
pixes and Lhree fives, which one drinks?—
Protilbitionist,

Ans—Hoth, f
prive,

RED OAK,
Editor of The

the seocond

Ta., Jan. 2-To the Bporting
Doe: Please state fn Sun-
duy's Hee Just what a standard bred horse
Is. Dioes a horse from a standard mare
and by @ slundard slre become a standard
rigardluas  of performance.—Capple  Woods
| Une,

Ans.—(1) PFalowing
Roglater aasoclallon
| #tatllon ihat bax a record of 2 minutes o
d0 seconds; or paciog stalllon that lbus =
record of 2 minutes and 26 seconds, or botter,
provided any of his get has a record of 2:86
ilr--flm;: or 280 pacing, or beller, or pro=
vided hly wire or dam s sleeady s standard
apimal. (2) Any maero or gelding that has
b trotling record of 2:80 of a paging recosd
y ¢f 2:85, or botter,

—— e ————

Washington las slgned both Jack Crooks
| wnid Parsen Nicholson for seoond base, bup 16
Is dol)ars dlmes that the unrivalled 8t
el beu L be found oo the bag whes
| the seacy 4 hils

find the Awmerichn
rules: Any Lrottin

First man throws .

min has the -
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