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One of the reforms the next legisin-
ture should Inaugurate is one otfice for
one mn at one time,

Congress hag taken
twelve days. 16 16 had passed the noee-
essary  appropriation  bills befors ndd-
Journing the country wonld have boon
pleased i it had taken a vacation for
twelve nmonths,

n vacation  for

Members of the Bonrd of Tark Com-
migsioners have decided that they do
not want the donation of the Muarray
tract under conditions nominated in the
bomd. They looked the gitt horse in the
mouth amd found the beast was tooth-
less.

The question whether or not the legis-
Inture will be Justitied in meeting the
demnmds of the rvegzents of the State
unlversity has resolved irsell simply to
this: Is it right to tax the whole state
for the eduention of pupils in prepara-
tory branches which have no place in n
state university?

Another ease arose in the  distreict
court yesterday where attorneys woere
compelled, for the sake of Inw and de-
cency and to protect the Interests of
ellents, to go before one of Judge Scott's
collengnes and pray for an order to re-
quire Seott to Keep hands off. How
much longer will the people of this dis-
trict be compelled to submit to judieinl
usurpation and travesty on justice?

The fire department of Chieago is re-
puted to he the best drilled and most
efficlent body of s kind in the world.
Every member of the five foree in
Omahn and all persons Interested in the
efficiency of the fire department will
find the sketeh of the Chiengo fire fight-
Ing force and the rles and regulations
under which it Is governed, which we
reprint elsewhere, instructive and in-
teresting.

The example of Ameriea Is spreading
all over the world. When George Francls
Train got out of The Tombs he took
to lecturing,  Herr Most, the noted an-
archist, rvecently released from Sing
Sing, will begin o deamatie engagement
at Chleago within a few days. And
now It is cabled from Germany that
Rector Ahlwardt, who has just been re-
teased from a three months' prison tevn
for incondinry talk in the German Par-
Hament, has taken to lecturing throngh
Germany,

Plang and schemes for an elnstie onr-
rency have been formulated and sug-
gested by bank associntions and cur-
rency reformers, Bot no bunker has
yet suggested the establishment of pos-
tal savings banks as a moeasure of pre-
Hef to the national treasury, and yoet
the postal savings banks in France and
Germuny have contributed move toward
sustaining the credit of the governments
of those conntries by distributing their
debts among the common people than
bave ihe bankers and bond issues,

The Unlon Pacltie recelvers and the
representitives  of  the foreign stock
syndleate  that  owns  large  Dblocks
of stock in  the main line and
branches have oxXprossed them-
selves as  well  satistied  with  the
house funding bill, except In so far as
it relates to the rate of Interest which
the blanket mortgage Is to bear. The
suestion which comes for solution be-
fore congress is not so much whether
the bill satisfies the stockholders of the
rond as It Is whether it satisfies the
debtpayers, or, in other words, the pat-
rous of the road, The refunding
scheme would not be objectionnble if
the men who exploited the road and
loaded it down with & mountain of fle-
titious labilities were obliged 1o Hguid-
&le the debt out of thelr own pockets.

———— e

The seml-annual entrance examingn-
tlons of the National Conservatory of
Musle, Noew York, will take place from
Junuary 7 to 10, Our readers hiave been
Informed from thue to time regarding
the character of this great school of
musle, which, under the direetion of the
distinguished eomposer, Dr.  Antonin
Dyorak, hns attained the highest rank
among such institutions. The conserya-
tory bus performed a great work In
promoeting musical culture o the United
States and werits the most generous
support of our people. It offers to all
elasses who have talont the opportunity
10 aeqguive o thorough musical cducation
&t sull cost, giving to such as possess
extraordinary abllitles free lnstruction.,
It s an essoutind part of the plan of the

munagement o gather from all parts of |

the United States puplls whose after-
Iabors will advance the cause of musle
in their pative land

: papilation,

TO PENSION TEACHERS.

The pensloning of public sehool  teach.
ors has been a sulject of discussion in
educationnl eireles for many years, but
no tangible effort In that Heection has
ever boen made In this country.  The
Honrd of Edoeation of Chileago Is about
to ke the Initial steps to establish a

|~a_\'sh-n| of pensions for teachers who

huve served for twenty years nnd up-
ward o all ¢ittes of THnoig of 100,000
This new departure will
e watched with great luterest by the
friends of edueation, and more espec:
Inlly by those engnged in the profession,

The plan contemplntes the ereation
of 0 compulsory pension fnd to be eox
pended for the Benefit of teachers and
scliool employes umder cortain condi-
tons, The proposed pension fond s
to e pndsedd, tirst, by o monthly deduae-
tion from the pny of teachers not ox-
cesding 1 per cent per annum of thelr
respective  silaries:  second,  contribu-
tions to this fund by legueles, gifts, be-
quests or otherwise, amd, third, from
suech  other sources as might be lm-
provised for inerensing the fand,

The pension fund is o e held in
trust by the Board of Fdueation, with
the superintendent © ad two trustees to
be elected by the tenchiers and em-
ployes of the board. Retirement of
toncherd at the term apecificd I8 to be
brought about by o majority vote of
the trustees,  The pensions are to be
limited to half pay, and in no case to
excemd $1L,000 a year.

The Chicago teachers seem to favor
thig plan, oud that fact will doubtless
go far twoward eareying the LI author-
izing compulsory  contributions from
thie teachers' salaries for this purpose.
The idea is by no means novel. In
foreign countries eivil service pensions
liave been in vogue for many years, amd
the compulsory sy=tem of wiage saving
recently introdoced in Geemany  has
given an fmpulse o all schemes look-
ing to the estblishiment of funds for
the maintennnee of public servants in
varions capacities who are elther de-
pendent on aceount of disability or by
reason of advaneed age,

There is, of course, an adverse view
tn this  compulsory pension schemoe
which may be urged by those who ob-
Jeet 1w paying o compulsory tax  for
the benetit of teachers who intend to
remain in the servieo for life, while
they only expect to engage in it antil
they get warrvied or find o more con-
genial occupation.  This would be the
seliish and narvow minded view., The
vast. majority  of teachers would no
doubt cheerfully contribute thelr mite
toward nssurving to the comfort and
well being of teachiers who had spent a
lifetime in their ealling and were linble
to become o chavge upon the public.
There is also this to be said in favor
of the plan: The Involuntary retire-
ment of the old teachers will make va-
cancies for younger teachers and af-
ford greater opportunities  for promotion
from nmong the rank and file. In this
respect the law would operate in very
much the sanme way as does the law
that compels the retirement of army
officers after they have reached an ad-
vaneed age.  The experiment is cer-
tainly worth trying. If It proves a
suceess the example of Chicago will
be followed by nll the principal citles
that employ a large number of teach-
ers.  If it proves a fallure it can be
readily abandoned.

THE WHEAT SPTUATION.

Notwithstanding the low price of
wheat and the obvious fact that produe-
tion of that grain has far outrun the
world's demand the acreage sown to
winter wheat this year is larger than In
1883, We have in this another evi-
dence of the conservatism of the agri-
cultural class. Ifor yeurs the farmers
of the country have been advised by
those whose judgment should have
welght  with  them and bave been
wirned by ‘the increasing competition
of wheat growing countries and the de-
clining price to reduce the production
of wheat, but this admonition has had
no effect upon them as a body.,  The
inerensed acreage this year over last
assures, under ordinary conditions, a
larger yvield, and this, in the face of the
rapld extension of the whent aven in
the Argentine republiec and of the con-
thnued pressure of aceumulnted stocks
upon the markets of the world, docs
not manke a pleasing prospect for the
Ameriean wheat producers,  The latest
advices from Argentine state that this
year's crop  will  probably be fully
double that of last year, and as cheap
whent Is chiefly due to the competition
of that country there is manifestly
donger of the price golng still lower
unless the crops elsewhere should be
very much below the average,

But the indieations are that they
will not be, for it seems that what has
been done by the Awmerican farmers
hans also been done very generally by
those of other countries, that is, they
have  Inercased the aereage.  What
the fncrease elsewhere is there Is no
data at bhand to show, but It has un-
doubtedly Deen very considerable, In
this conntry it Is estlmated that the
acreage Is actually  about 6,000,000
larger than Inst year. In view of the
conditions it s impossible to reach any
other conclusion than that Amerlean
farmers have made a serious mistake
in enlarging ionstend of reducing the
whert arvea, and it is to be apprehended
that they will have reason to regret
I, It may be sald that thelr loss will
be the gain of the millions of consum-
ers of wheat, but as the prosperity of
the agricultural producers s most os-
sentinl to the general prosperity they
cannot suffer loss without detriment
{0 the common welfare.

A writer in the current number of
the Baukers Muagazine suggests that
there are other causos than excess of
production to acconut for the low price
of wheat.  One of these, and he
thinks the most lmportant, is the de-
erenss in the ecost of transportation,
Another Is the cheapeued cost of pro-
duction, The wachines which cnor-
mous  establishments are turnisg out
many thousands cach year are not only
more eective thao the lllglllm's used
in the past, but very wmath cheaper,
Thus millions Tve euahled to use them
who formerly could not,  Thls writer
suys:  “Farming s the wost conserva-
tve of all eecupations omd the slowest
to feel the warch of hnwan progress,
But the change which bas beou goiug
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on s long In all mannfactures has
reached agricalture at last. Al over
the world, and In all departments
of industry, capital, skill and Invention
have been reducing the cost of things
produced, and it would be folly for a
farmer who pays $80 for a harvester
which used to cost $200 to suppose
that the world’s progress will never
reach the price of wheat,™  He holds
ont the promise, however, that recovery
from such nn excoptionnl state of af-
fairs ne has prevalled for some time
st I8 ecertaln to come, and with It
some mlvance in price. It 18 not neces-
sary to underrate any of the eanges

|
contribnting to the low price of wheat

while =il belloving in the wisdom
and  soumndness of the wmdvice glven
Ameriean farmers by the Inte Secretary
Rusk, who safd thot the time hind ar-
rived when the American favmer minst
his efforts to oneutralize the low
price of his whott by produocing n
larger gquantity, and that his hope of
remunerative prices depends apon his
ganging his aeres in cultivation more
c¢logely to the normal demnnd and not
vielng in competition with the peasant
and serf lnbor of the entire world.

R Ee

LAXD OFRICE REFORM.

There appenrs to be urgent necessity
for reform of the methods of deterimin-
Ing contests and Htigated cases grow-
ing out of ¢Morts to obtain government
lind,  The president in his aunanl mes-
suge ealled the attention of congress to
this matter, and there seems to he a
prospect of legislation atr the present
session relating to it. The comploint is
that the processes now  followed are
cumbersome, tedions, expensive aml un-
sutisfactory In resalts,. Among  the
means  suggested  for simplifying  the
present processes 18 the abrogation of all
rlght of appeal from the uud commis-
sloner to the secretary. and another plan
contemplates the institution of boards
of review in the department, made up of
s law clerks, whose decigion shall be
final unless the secretary sees fit to
titke o ease out of thelr hands and de-
clde it himself. St another plan s to
create a court of land appeals, inde-
pendent of departmental control,  and
from which final appeals, it the litigants
Insisted upon going farther, might be
tnken to the eivenit court of appecls of
the District of Columbin, or to the su-
prome conrt divect. There arve other
proposed solutions of the ditheulty, and
the best of them will, it Is expeeted,
soon be formulated into a bill and intro-
duced o either the honse or the senate,

A correspomdent of the New  York
Evening Post siays, in referring to this
mitter, that if a lnwd commissionor does
his fall duty, keeps the contest docket of
his bureau well elearved up to date, and
passes the appealed cases on, he simply
adds o new borden to the many under
which an overladen scceretary is stag-
gering.  The secretary must either for-
suke all other Interests to examine land
appeals before signing, or lie must in-
vest o elerk or group of clerks with
Inrge discretion in  selecting  special
¢nses for him to consider and let the
rest go, or must be content to turn over
the work of consideration to his subor-
dinantes altogether and settle down to
the mere perfunctory duty of signing
his name to decisions which he hns not
even glanced through. The first  of
these alternatives, says the correspond-
ent, implies superhuman mental and
bodily powers in the secretary; the
others prove his personal interference
practically useless. The primary defect
in the present system I8 pointed out to
be the inadequucy of the nondeseript
tribunal before which all proceedings
are begun. The registers and receivers
of the loeal land offices sprinkled all
over the public-land states and terri-
tories have no power to eompel the at-
tendnnee of witnesses, and the result is
that the contests brought before them
are half the time declded on insuflicient
evidence, so that, as certified to the
commizsioner of the general land office,
their stutements of fact are Hable to be
wholly worthless.

Of course all this works hardship to
the settler. It is a strain upon his re-
sources and consumes his time, The
enses are to be counted by thonsands
in which settlers have found their little
capital eaten up by court fees, attor-
ney's fees nnd the expense of bringing
witnesses, There must he a practicable
remedy for this state of things, and it
ought to be applied without unneces-
sary delay.

THO MORE MILITARY PARKS,

Congress having passed, with litile op-
position, the bill ereating a national mil-
ftury park out of the battlefield of Shi-
loh, the president will undoubtedly give
It his approval, and another of the mem-
orable flelds of conflict during the war
of the rebellion will be dedicated as a
memorial of the cournge and herolsm
of American soldiers. The grounds over
which the hattle was fonght cover 3,040
aeres, and It will be possible to make
it in time one of the finest parks in the
country, atteacting thousands of sight-
seers curious to view the spot where
Grant and Sherman,  Albert Sydney
Jobnson and Beauregard exercised thelr
strategy o one of the most hotly-fought
battles of the civil war, All the land-
marks of the feree struggle will be
carefully preserved, and  when  com-
pleted as required by the bill 8hiloh
park will be one of the mest interesting
spots in the eountry.

Another bill s pending in the house to
establish o pational military park at
Gettysburg.  This measure authorizes
the secretary of war to tuke from the
Gettysburg Battlefield Memorlal assocl-
atiop its S00 acres of the battlefield,
paying what 18 necessary to discharge
the debts of the association., The goy-
ermment is authorized to add to this
Lind, and the whole, Including the com-
etery, 18 to be Enown as the Gettysburg
National park, The bill earrles an ap-
proprintion of $100,000, and the secre-
tary of war is to have geuneral super-
vision over the park, which Is to be in
jcharge of the commission already ap-
! pointed for the purpose of locating and
pogudriog louds  under @  resolution

pussed lnst session,  The lands to be
acgulred, which were occupied in the
prinvipal operations of the infantry, ar-
tillery and cavalvy on the first, second
jaud thivd doys' fight, coutain 3,874
aeres, A specinl approprintion of $5,000
is mpde for a bronze tablet to be set up
un the batulefield, which shall contalu a

medallion Mkenegs of Abraham Lincoln
and the text of his Immortnl Get-
tysburg address,

Men of all partics and of all sections
of the coubfiy concur as to the wisdom
of thus preserving the most memorable
battleficlds of the war for the union.
They are the scenes of the grandest ex-
hibitions ‘#ek made of American valor
nnd patrietism, and they conld =erve no
more useful or glorious purpose than
that of conveying to future gencorations
the immortal story of what there took
plnce In the eonflict for nationnl exist-
o,

Mme, Adelina atti hns within the
past month appeared in concerts in Lon-
don, Brighton, Cardif and other plitees
in Englund and Wales, and the highly
ldatory progs notlees show  that the
great diva retains all the splendid qual-
ithes of volee for which she s distin:
gulshed, and it need bardly be sald the
fiflest measure, also, of her popularity.
London’s most breilliant and critieal so-
ciety greoted the marvelous artiste with
mnabated  enthosiasm  and the crities
had nothing but pralse for her efforts,
while in the provinees it was demon-
atrated that her hold apon the hearts
and the apprecintion of the people Is as
atrong as it ever was,  One eritle, re-
ferring to her sginging at Cardifr, snld:
“Mme. Patti’'s  wenlth and purlty of
tone, flexible intonation, manner of in-
terpretation,  pheasing  the  graces of
voenl art, which are the frait of a life-
long  expericnce,  were  manifested
throughont hey singing, aml in attempt-
ing to comment upon the singing of this
wonderful voealist one foels as if he
were trying to paint the lly.  Mme,
Patti's volce seems ns fresh as ever”
The eritie of the London News wrote:
“The charim of Mme. Patti in great
moeasure consists in her being in all re-
spects a perfect artiste. Not alone the
purity of her voice, its richness of tone,
Its depth of tenderness or expression,
appeal to her andience—her deamatic
instinets, her sympathetie  porceptive
power, her graciousness of style, her in-
tensity of devotion to her art, place her
in a position of almost solitary_pre-emi-
nence”  Iv s interesting to note that
Mme. Patth has added some Wagnoer
music to her repertoire, amd it is an-
necessary to say that bher rendering of
it has been aecorded the highest praise,

The Bee tomorrow will pubilish short
blographieal  sketches  of  legislative
menibers-clect, which will serve to in-
troduee  the newly-elected lawmakers
of the state to the people at large.

A Unangerous Experimoent.
Chicego Record,

The proposition of some romantie writers
to putl thelr romanees ta the test by actu-
ally living through the experiences deserilied
shoull be digcouraged. Any ang trying to
live the experiences of i romance of the
madern sensatlonal #chool would come Into
conflict with the' police befare he had lived
past the first chapter.

—.-._-_-_-._-._..
The Means Gllds the Odium.
Clnginhatl Commercinl,

Senator Morrill, the wenerable TUnited
States senator from Vermont, delines a mll-
lionalre as *“*a much-envied epithet of op-
probrium.'” Few meén are so constructed as
Lo pot regret that they are not enrolled In
the ranks of the distinguished and eminent
upprubflnun. Not every man can be a
United Stotes genator,

—ﬁn——+-————-
The Seatimentnl Colonel.
Kansns City Star,

Old Casslug Clay on “love” Is a thousand
times better'than Schopentiiuer or Saltus
op' any of the pessimiste school. “Love,'"
“ays Kentucky's grand old man, “is lmmor-
tal. My experience In life shows me that
a young girl may love an old man Intunsely‘
for love is of the soul, passion of the body.’
Right you are, Cassius! Long live love!

e
Progres of Const Defense,
Philadelphla Press.

Coast defense s steadily progressing iIn
apite of the small appropriations muade b
congress, and in flve years this country will
have its chief seaports In a condition to re-
sist o sudden attack by a fleet; for It i3 con-
stuntly forgotten that in the greater nume-
ber of Instances in recent times such an at-
tiack hns preceded any declaration of war,

—_——
FPreserving nn Honored Name.
Philadeipliin  Record,

The misguided attempt to rechristen
famous Appimattox Court House In Vire-
ginin will end in an unconditional “surren-
der” on the part of Postmaster General
Biusell, While the mnorth values the old
name the Virginians and the south would
never consent to adopt & new name which
would always be an unhealed gcar in re-
membrance,

—_— e — =
Notable Natlonal Parks,
Globe-Democrat,

This country will possess some notable
natlonal parks in the course of a few years.
Provision will probably be made nt this
gession of congress for gaining government
control of the flields of Geitysburg and Shi-
loh. The New Yorker who has bought the
form near Ellzabethtown, Ky., where Abrii-
ham Lincoln was born, inténds to have it
preserved as o public park.

- . -
The Port Arthar Massacre,
Philadelphin Pross.

Japanese troops at Port Arthur, like clvil-
Ized troops under simllar provocatlon, were
atirred to massacre and reprisal by the
discovery that thelr comrades while pris-
oners had been  tortured, No one who
knows what troops are will be surprised at
thig, and the suspension of judgment which
the Jupanese government asks in the tem-
wrate and well considered utterances of
ts minister at London will receive uni-
versul approval

—_———— -
Comprehensive Heform Scheme.
Springtield Republican.

Having adopted resolutions favoring the
publle ownership of land, rallroads, tele-
graphs, gag and electric plants, eto, It is
not o matter of much signiticance that the
Amerlean Federation of Labar stopped short
of the declaration in favor of genernl gov-
ernment ownership of the means of pro-
duction and distribution. Al the socialism
this country will be oble to digest for sey-
ernl years to come I8 specified i the suc-
cessful resolutions,

——
Japaness Foresight.
Chicago Herald,

The forcthought and cunning of the Jap-
nnese statesmen are equal to those of the
stutesmen In the “most favored nation,' to
use the languaie of treaties, They have
directed thelr nuval eommanders not to in-

ure materinlly the great Chinese warships,
‘hin |5 the reason why the naval campaign
Is not notive, Japan expects 1o get all the
best Chinese warships o addition to cash
undd territory os o part of the poace indem-
nity when the wiar closes, (h-rumuly pur-
sued o similar polley In regard to France
and the great fortresses on the frontier,
Motz wias cupltured by starving the garrison
Into surrender without injury to the walls,
and, bke Btrasbudg, was practically uusin-
ured when ceded by France to Germany,
L 15 a fine econumy to save the cost of re-
palrs on an enemy’'s property which (8 sure
to fall into one's own hands,
e
Chinese Bunday Schools
Brookiyn Bagle.

A young women cannot sucoessfully teach
0 maw and a4 young man s pot & Eood
upll when A young woman ls his teacher.
I'he reasons for this condition are so eyl-
dent that It s not necessary t9 state them
If the Sunday schools which are attended
only by Caypcasians were conducted on the
Chinese Suniduy school plan the manager)
of them would lind it difficult to get teach-
ers, FParents would not allow their daugh-
ters to come Inta the close relutions of
teacher to u single young muan, especlally
when they knew oo much or too little
nbout the charmoter of the pupil, The
Chinese can be taught in classes as  ef-
feotively as in any olher way and the
teachers should be men or mature wotnen,
We are sometimes told that Chinamen
will not attend Bunday school unless each
one has o teachor and unless the tescher
s attractive 1n appearance, It should
not be necessary (o say that If this 18 the
case it would bé much better to abindon
Chinese Bunday schuols alla{‘rmrr. and the
renson for it can be seen & moment's
thought is given tu the subject.

SECULAR SHOTS AT THE PULPIT.

Kansn City Times: The friends of Rev.
Conrad Haney of Chicago, who ran off with
AROLher man's wife & few weeks ago, gave
RE An excums for him actions that he gave up
the tobacco habit and that so unssttled his
nerves that he hiad no control of himsell,
Thin is a terrible warning to clergymen not
to break off too suddenly from the tobacoo
habit,

Chieage Times: A Baptist clergyman of
St Louln has had courage tnough to oxpross
A doubt whether a university supported by
the ilgotten galns of the Standard O chm-
pany can possibly represent the foundatlon
principles of the Baptist or any other re
ligions sect. Rev. W, W. Doyd in to be
applandrd for his plock, The University of
Chiengo in & noble edueationnl edifice upon a
rotten foumdation.

New York Sun; The Tawrsicn Gazette
felle of o ploas youth of that Kansas town,
who, after studying for the ministry, was led
to belleve that he eould make mors tHoney
AR an undoertaker than ag a preacher, and so
has thrown up the pulpit 1o enter Lhe more
profitable bosiness. We shonld think this
Kansus theologinn might make yel mora
money by working at both his industries,
contracting to preach A sermon  at every
funeral at which he &8 employed as wnder-
taker, The "department stores'’ of New
York are already a succeks,

Now York Sun: Thers does not seem Lo
us any Impropriety In choosing a woman
minister ns assistant to @ man minister In
the South Congregational church of Bridge-
port, Conun. The Bridgeport reporters say
that the woman minister is a better theolos
ginn and a more elogurnt preacher than the
man minister, and more successful with the
wicked,  There fs perhaps danger that jeal-
vusy may thus be arovsed between the two
minigters of the church, and that the man's
salery may be out down to a lower noteh
than the woman's; hut we =should think that
these obstocles to harmony might be removed
If the clergyman I8 a bachelor and the clergy-
womnan  unmarried, A leng time ago we
heard of another church with two ministers,
ong of them & man, the other & worman, If
we remember rightly, they got along pretiy
woll together for n good while.

- -
HOBERT P OUIS STEVENSON.
Chicago Inter Oepan: Mr, Stevenson's place
may not be on the plana of Scott or Defop,
or even of Dumas, but It I8 of the healthy
and robust school of these great masters of
art.

Globe-Demoerat: The late Robert Lonis
Stevenson was one of the most popular and
suceessful of contemporary novellsts—not a
great writer, but a very pleasing one, whose
bost work was dons in the short stories
which first brought him to the atlention of
the reading  public,

Clhileago Herald: Mr. Stevenson was more
than a merely literary man,  His Individo-
ality was noble, Wis consctence clear, his
vision broad and true. His story of Samon
nnd  his wvallant appeals for justice to the
Islanders are part of political history which
will yel demand investigation and adjust-
ment,

Chleago Tribune: Quantity In his case was
not a fault, for it did not impair quality,
He had the genuine lterary touch of the
schiolar, and It was apparent at the very
begiuning of his career, showing thalt he
was born Intb literature, and that the gift
of style, as Illustrated by graceful, elegant,
lueid English, wns an lnspiration. In this
latter regard he had no peer among contem-
purary novelists.

Chicago Times: The pathos of the old
Greek myth In dooming Achilles to early
death 1z repeated in the career of thls poet
of youth, His lle is spent under the shadow
of  Impending dissolution and the .light of
his lamp goes out when the sun of his fame
had Just sealed the zenith., In  tropleal
climates there s no twillght transition from
day to night. The noon hour tolled for Lhis
poet the vespers and the requiem. He can-
not be forgotten.

Loulsville Courler~Journal: A consumptive
and walking almost In the shadow of the
valley of death since his 30th year, he has
won fame such as falls to the lot of few men
to whom a strong body has  been
glven | with a strong mind, He
had planned to pay ancther  wvisit
to Europe and America, but he Epoke pro-
pheticully when, three years ago, writing of
lis arrival at Apia, he said that when the
anchor plunged to the bottom of the beautiful
bay his soul went down with It never to
leave the land where he found nature most
inviting and man most interesting.

e
PEOPLE AND TITINGS.
Mr. Cleveland |8 eamping on Pee Dee river,
Seems to have lost his Q.

When o man finds his wife swinging the
clubs and vaulting over the gymnafium bars
it is convipeing proof she s training for a
Christmas shopping tour.

There appears to be some grounds for the
assertion of John Burns that “Chicago Is a
pocket edition of hell.” Dr. Parkhurst Is
about to start a reform branch there.

Daniel Mickley of Waynebore, Pa., who Is
99 years old, Is a veteran of the war of 1812,
and seryved at the battle of Ballimore Sep-
lompl:lur 13, 1814, in which General Hoss was
killed,

During the eleven years that the late Will-
lam T. Walters of Baltimore gave annual ex-
hibltions of his gallery of pictures for char-
ity over $30,000 was taken In and handed over
o the poor of Baltimore,

Palmer Cox produced the first of his quaint
“brownle™ pletures sbout ffteen years ago,
when Arthur Gilman, dean of the Harvard
annex, now Radeliffe college, asked him for
drawings to Hlustrale a humorous manuscript
about the alphabet,

The New York rascals whose revenues have
been somewhat diminished by prevalling re-
form are driving a Iucratlyve business in-
timidating and blackmailing, with bogus sub-
peenas, peopls who dread belng called to the
stand by the Lexow comimittee,

Robert Louls Stevenson was a slave to the
clgarette habit and undoubledly died from its
eflects, From 1 to 160 clgarettes a day
was his requirement. When he starled on
a slow salling veseel from England for Sa-
moa he carrled 200 boxes of cigarettes
with him, and then, fearing that he might
run short, he had o large reserve supply of
tobuees and paper,

The Christmas number of the Duluth Her-
ald is a pletorinl, historical and statistical
mirror of the Zenlth City. Every feature of
the elty's lfe, ita growlh, development and
present commercinl Importance are recounted
wilh Instructive detall. Not the least Inter-
esting In these parts )8 the statement that
the Duluth, Red Wing & Soulhern rallroad,
projected  through southern Minnesota and
northern Towa, will be bullt to Omala "just
as soon as thers (s any bullding done In the
northwest."

The holiday number of the Buffalo Express
has few superiors In point of Hlustrations
and werlety of contents. The Sunday Rx-
preas equils in beauty of fllustration and
letter press the distinctively illustrated week-
lies, und It was a difficult task to surpass
It with a specinl number, The equipment of
the Express, however, I8 s0 perfect thal
fallure has been ex-punged from its yvoeabu-
lary. The special charm of the hollday num-
ber, and a most appropriate one, 1s the pro-
fuglon of child pletures, transferring to paper
many tender scenes from everyday life.

e ——
AT THE "PHONE.

Cinotnnatl Tribune,
There are sounds that seem to soothe us,
There aro sounds that seem 1o move us,
As the cradle wong I opera or the rooster's
early crow,

There are times when nothing Pleases
And tormenting thought will teise us.
Then It does me good to lsten to her mu-

sical “Hello,”

"Tis 8o sweelly regulated
And so sweetly modulated
That I oft would linger longer if I did not
Jealous grow.
For some fellow's sure to break In
With @ sound that I must tuke in
While 'm patlently awalting to hear one
mure “'Hello.”

"Wult a moment,” suys she sweelly,
And ghe switches him off nestly.
The uninterrupted tells me what she knows
I want to know,
Yt there wre no honeyed phrioses,
For the chief' 18 "Keeping cases,"
But she manoges to tell me sonething more
thun mere “Hello,”

Although I've never seen her,
Curtosity's ng keener
Than when first 1 beurd her voice repeat &
call, distinet and slow,
For In my mind I've photoed her,
Aid In my mind I've voled her
The lovellest and the brightest girl that
ever sald *"Hellp,"

—_— = —
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COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS ASSOCIATION

Suwspended Membars Wikl 'e flelnstated by
m Small Faymant.
8T, LOUIA., Do, 2 ~The Westarn Com-
merclal Travelers association held Its pev-
enteenth annual meeting and election of |
officers today. President . W, sShapleigh
officinted ax chalrman, Seoretary and Treas-
urer H. C. Tatum's annunl report showed
the total resources of the assuciatlon now
ot hand ta amonnt Lo $I0.33.47.  The amount
pald out for denth Josses ginee the crganian-
. nggregntes 5797951, of which B0 was
pald out during the past vear.  The wial
orerating expenses of the nesodlation for the
paEt yenr amountsd to B4,001 e mendd-
ment to the constitution offered by . M
Wickland in regutd o the relnstatement of
members who have been suwpended from
the associntion for nonpayment of dues was
cureled, and the 1790 mvmbers who  have
been suspended during the past year for this
cainse will be relnstated upon the pavment |
of m smnll fee. The following ofiocrs were
claetedd for the onsuing year: George 8 Me
Urew, - t: Thomas J, Chewning,
Chatrles 17 eller, John J. Kolght, J,. 8
Swaine, Willlnm & Bell and Frank S, Dim-
In*r. vice prestdents.  The following mem-
WIR were eleotnl 1o aerve s 4 boardt of Jdl-
rectors for the next two yenrs: Willinm N,
Metonkin, John (°, Meeks, George PP, Heokel,
Gurorge A, Roth, J. W, McebDonald and
Chauncey Ladid, Jr,
e
Jewish Historienl Soclety.

WASHINGTON, Deo, 2--The American
Jowish Historieal slelety will hold Its third
annual meeting a4t the Arlington hotel on
Wednesday and Tharsday of next weok amd
nn elnborate program has been outlined
follow the business session of the oreganiz-
ton. 1t will be particlpated in by repre-
sentative Hebirews from all sections of the
union, The opening addresa will be deliv-
v by Congressman  Osenr  Strauss,
Among those who will read papers nre De
Cyrius Adlor, Dr. B, Felesenthnl,  Albert
Frisdenwald, Dr, J. H. Hollander, Max K
llwhlvr-. Simon Wall and In. M. Kayeer-
Ing.

—_———
JUror Suys o Was Appronched.

CLEVELAND, Dee. 22-The jurors in the
care of the statle of Ohio agninst Horwve
8teele, the Painesville banker, who was in-
dicted for forgery in connsction with the
savings bank fallure, came Into court todny
and reported thiet they were unable to deree
nnd were dismissed. The Jury has been out
since Thursduy, Eleven men voted for con-
vietion, and one—David Skyr—held out for
aoquittal, W, B, Hopking, the foreman of
the Jury, suys that he was appronched dure-
Ing tho progress of the teiad and offerod o
gum of money If he would “hang' the jury
In the Bteels ¢hse.

—_————————
Bribery Jury Unablo to Agree.

NEW ORLEANS, Deo. 2.-The caso
ngninst Kane and Thrifllley, counclimoen in-
dicted for bribery, wns given to the jury ot
n late hour Iast night. Thix forenoon the
Jjury cams into court and reported that they
could not ngree, but they woere sent puek to
their room by Judge Pergussme for further
conslderntion. At 1 o'¢lock this afternoon
the court adjourned untll Monday, but the
Judge will receive o verlict ol any time.
It I8 sald that the jury stunds nine for con-
viction and three for acguittal, with but Ut-
tle¢ prospect for an early ngrecment.

e e
Reopening Old Conl Mioes.

BOULDER Calo,, Dee, 22, —A. G. Gorham
of New York has leased for a long term of
yedars 3,000 neres of the Marshall eoal field
at Marshall, a few miles from this elty.
Mr. Gorham has placed the workings in
goud shape, layving new triscks through the
mine and making many surface lmprove-
ments,  New impetus has  already  been
given the now almost deserted town, and
It promises to become once more n lively
coal caomp. The Marshall mines are the old-
est in Colorndo, having been opened thirty-
two or thirty-three yeurs ago,

—_——————————
Squattera Must P'uny or Move OfT.

CRIPPLE CREBEK, Dee. 22.—Over 3,00
persons In this city are affected by the de-
cision of the secretary of the Interior con-
firming the Freeman plicer clidm.  This
clutm comprises 128 neres in this clty, on
which are over 700 lnull-]lnr;u. including some
of the largest In the elty., The land is
worth over $00,000. The owners of the
claim are J. H. Freeman, jr., George Carr,
Willlam BEaton, J. O. Hirschberger, J. K.
Vanatta and Thurlow & Hutton. The gquat-
ters will have to buy the land which they
have occupled or move off.

TSR e
Springer Fesls Confldent.
WABHINGTON, Dee. 22, —~Chalirman
Springer of the house committee on banking
and currency sald today that he believed
that the Carlisle eurrency bill would have
n safe mojority In the house, although no
canvass had been made, Mr. Bland of Mis-
sourl sald he would urge his substitute, not-
withstanding the amendments to the Car-
liule bill. The latter, he says; still contuins
the objectionable feature of putting the cur-
rency Issues of Lthe country in the hands

of patlonal banks.

_‘_—
Clew to Mra. Matson's Murderer.

TOPEKA, Dee, 22.—The most important
developments today in the Matson murder
case s the identifleation of the slung shot
with which Mrs, Matson was struck and
which was found wrapped In the carpet
about her head, This weapon, it I8 declured,
belonged to DBelson Balley, n cnlprud min
who was a tenant of Mrs. Matson's, Dalley
Aisnppeared from Topeka last Monday, wnud
It Is learned has gone to Chattuneoga, Tenn,
The coroner's Inguest adjourned over till

Monday.
—_— . —
Caught by » Docoy Laotter.
CINCINNATI, Dec, 2L—-Bugene 1. Casey,
@ clerk in the Covington, Ky., postoffice,

wng awrrested toduy and  marked money
taken from a decoy letter found on him,
He confessed. It I8 estimated he has taken
between 32,000 and 8,00 from the
within a year.

——— e
Body Enten by Hogs,

TOULON, I, Dec, 22—-Willlam H, Dow-
ty, n wealthy young farmer lying six miles
west of here, was found dead, and partly
eaten by hogs, on his furm last night,

RBLASTS FROM RAM'S HORN,

—

A good habit ts a troe friend.

{\r hypocrite never fools anybody but hims
&olf.

Wo punish oursslves when we hite othep
prople.

No man Is pure who s not filled
love of purity,

A elvi] tongue will protect us where 8 o=
Yo ver wouldn't

The fanitfinder works st least ton hovrs &
day for the devil for nothing.

It means something when a cheerful giver

puts his hand In hin pocket. 7

The man who s satisfiod with Kimself I8

cmuch disappointed with other folks,

Proaching that 1% almed altogethor at the
hend is protty sure to miss the heart.

We nood more presching that will keep
sinners from golng to sleep In ehuroh,

You ean't tell anything about a man’s ros
Hgion by the w
ho 18 watehed

The devil probably felt that ho could i
dawn and rest a little while on the day the
clgarctle was Invented

The world 15 full of propls who are anxlous
(o die happy, who are not trying very hard
10 help anybody to live happy.

—il e
BLESSED ARE THE GIVERS,

Kansas City Journal: 1t Is botter to send
Joy Into a destitute household than to bulld n
sleeple on a chwreh. Contribute to the
mayor's Christmas fund,

Kansas City Times: The plan of the local
Salvatlon Army to give 1,000 poor people &
good dinner Christman day deserves the co-
operation and a contribution from every good
clttven.  To feed the poor is pure religion,

Phitadelphin Mecord: The Lord loveth &
cheerful giver, but a giver who Is bolh chesr-
ful and sensible must take precedence of nll
others. A barrel of flour or a ton of coal, for
example, I8 calenlated to carry more glad-
ness intob the hearts of widows and orphans
than costly gimeracks, Better gimeracks,
however, than nothing: but something to

:u-.;:. away hunger or cold las more leart
nit
—— e

STOUKING Y.ARNA

Titnes;
most

Philadelplin
mnkes  the
stockings,

Santa Claus  varm
Indestructible Chrlstmas

Syracuge Post:  And now she vasellnes
her ruby lips—the reason you would Know?
Bhe's getting  roady now  to pose benedth
the mistletoe,

Hrooklyn  Tife: Willle

Slimson—You'd
Letter not come around to  see my sister
tonight.  She's out shopping todiy. .
H_Im:\\'ue'—\\’hul has that to do with e
Willie—L guess she hus been squeeged
enough,

Dotroit IProe Pross: To conjugate the
verh “to by, at Chrlstmas §s not pleass
ant, although the conjugntion shows no
other tense but present,

Chicago Rtecord:  Hobbles—Aly wife's got
me n box of clgars for a Christmas present,
But I'll got even with hor,

Pomas—What will you do?

Hobbles—'m golng to sclect her next hat
mysell,

Washington Stur: “It's better to glve
than to receive,” remarked the man who woas
full of Christmas enthusinsim.

“That's  very often true'" replled  his
thoughtful friend, “‘especlally  with most
clgars.'”

Horper's  Bazar: Firat Rootblack
(Christmas eve)—Say, Jimmy, does yer bes
lleve In Santa Claus?

Becond Bootblock—Naw,

Fitst Hootblueck—Den lend me dat stocks-
Ing yor 5ul. on yer e leg und ' hand 1
back in de morning.

Chicago Tribune:  Uppen A, Comming—
The fact s, sir, women need more exercise,
I'm golng to give my
present of o football,

Tellus Y. Knott—I'm not.
envugh kicking already,

New York Herald: I see she hos
broken off her engagement with him'.'

“What was the trouble?"

“Ho tried to muake the engngement ring
do for a Christinas present.'”

Chicago Inter Ocenn: Friend—Whatever
made you think of giving your little sister
a hammer for a Christmas present. Do
you think she will be pleased?

Little Brother—I don't know, hut aftee
she uses It once she can't have but opne
hand to eat with,

TOO MUCH FOR HIM.
Washington Star.
He could it 300 pounds,
Box for ten or twenty rounds;
He could sprint a wondrous distance withe
out stopping;
But his triumphs found a checl,
He¢ came out a totnl wreck
When he finished up a tour of Christmas
shopping,

My wife does

Judge: Physiclan—How did the wacclnn-
tion work on the boy? Labor Leader's Wife
—It took nplumll(llr; but my husband says
It s the last tme he'll engage you for any=
thing 1ike that. Physiclan—Wasn't he sat-
Isfled?  Labor Leader's Wife—Mercy, nol
It worked more than elght hours a day,

Indlanapolls Journal: “Running a soclety
puper, are you, Bliggins? Well, that ought
to pay. There are lots of people who want
to see Lheir names in print.”

“I don’t mind telling you, old man, that
I make the most of my money off peopls
wlle_l’lun'L want (o scee Lhelr names In
prin

Chicago Record:
American wine
went to smash,
grapes give out?

Hobbles—No; we lost our supply of FrenclK
Iabels, E

Hobbers—1 hear "::j
company  you organi

What was the matlter—

A ———————————
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Only a Day—

Get a good gift—one that's useful and yet hand-
some—one that's high in style and yet low in price —

Your Money's Worth or Your Moncy Back,

SUSPENDERS
—Fine silk and satin
embroidered  In all
colors and  several
styles,

WEAR, &

sults,

CHILDREN'S

fancy walsts,
ties, hose wud novelty

UMHBRELLAS —
Elegant silk, paragon
framos, natural wood
handles; all pricos,

uch as
caps,

HANDKERCHIEFS,
—A Dbeautiful line of
Linen Haundkerehlefs,
hemstitehed nnd
pluin, In fancy colurs
and plaln white. A
viery fine and extra
quality Jap Silk Ini-
tial handkerchief,
Our regular 760, We
are golng to make a
spocial price  of this
one at &be

TIES—Thousands of
om All the late
styles and new colors,

HOYS' LBGGINGS
~—The boy doesn't live
that would not Hke n
palr of leathor leg-
BIDES.

GLOVES — Driving
gloves in  HEnglish
bucle, fing Mocha, dog
skin  and cheverette,
Dress  gloves, lght
welghta, in undressed
kid, English buck,
dog  skin, colt skin
and French kid, Full
ling of Dent's driving
and  etreat  gloves,
Fur gloves and lined
gloves of sll descrip-
tlons.

BATH ROBES of
Terry Cloth and Eiders
down, from $4.00 to
$16.00.

DRESSING AND
BTUDENTS' GOWNS,

BMOKING JAOK-
ET8 of English
Jucket Cloths, quilted
satin trimmed, from
.60 1o §15.00,

novellles
shawl
mufMers.

KEERCHIEPFS — All
the new elfects

kerchiefs and
Hxtremely
neat effects. el

und

MUFFLERS — Ex-
n loug

tra fine line of pure
Cashmere and Pals-
loy « iMers for
nen.

BROWNING,

e-Open Christmas Eve till

e —

1

KING & CO.,

Reliable Clothicrs, 8. W, Corner Fiftecnth and Douglas Stsa.

ay he behaves when he kmm:&,

wife n Christmas Y
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