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SOCIALISM  IN  ENGLAND

Disonssod by the Leader of the Irish Parlia-

mentary Party,

TRUE EASTERN QUESTION FOR ENGLAND

A Brilliant 'ten for Larger Priviloges for
the Eaboring lasses ~The Present
Condition of the Voor "eo-
ple of London,

(Capyriglitad 1848 by the Iiving Syndicats)

“We are all Bir Wiiliamn
Hareouwrt sald, or at all events In reported
to have sald the other day. Very likely Lo
did may It
well & remarkable change In publie feellng.
Of course 1t will hot be el that 8ir
Willlam Hareourt meant to »ay that here In
England we are all In favor of the theory
that property is robbery, or that there acught
to be a genersl rodistribution of goods or
that the eapital should be divided among
the working even that the land
slhould be nationallzed. SBir Willlam Har.
court 18 & man who understandd very well
what be |s talking aboui, and who has a
quick facul'y to apprehend snd appreciate
the gradual the advances or re-
actions In English public opinton, He & one
of the very ablest public men In England,
and he has been often aAccused of Incon-
sistency and even of mere scif-seeking be-
oause he wan privileged to sea much soones
than others of his class when an old politi-
cal or soclal creed was played out, and when
a faith adapted to the altered
condition of humnn affalrs must come into
existence. [ can quite understand why he
pald that we are all soclalists row, We are
all, or nearly all of us, willing to accept the
fundamental principle of what seems 0 me
the true ereed of socidlism, that the govern.
ment or state, however you dafine either, Is
bound to take a direet and active interest in
the well-doing of the cltizens.

Edmund Burke lald down the famous doc.
trine that the whole business of governmaent
and of legislation is to sce thut twelve
honest men are got into every jury box.
That is to say that the whole business of the
state s to see that {is citlzens are protected
by honeat legisiation and by honest men to
administer it, Now, 1 have an enthusiastic
admirntion for Edmund Burke. | am con-
vinced that he was one of the greatest politl
cal thinkers that ever lived. But, although
he was said to see everything and to foresee
everything, he certainly did not foresee far
enough when he thus defiord the duty of
the state. The growlng sociallsm of Eng.
land, to which Sir Willlam Harcourt must
hava been alluding, was the growth of that
public ppinion which Is willing to admit
that the state has much more to do for the
citizen than merely to make It sure that
he shall have justice awarded to him In
the civil or the criminal courts, My frst
intimate acquaintance with English polltics
was formed during the reign of what was
ealled the Manchester school. The faith of
the Manchester school was In free competl-
tion. Abolish all legislation which Interferes
with free competition—and trust to human
energy and human nature snd the produc-
tiveness of the earth for all the rest. The
Manchester school accomplished some groeat
successes, It abolished pumbers of legisla-
tive restrictions that favored one class, or
what was called “one Interest,” at the ex-
pense of another, Its work was decidedly a
work of advancement. But its dogma was
all too narrow, and curlously enough It
falth at the same time was too fanelful, Its
main bellef was that free trade with foreign
nations and free competition at home would
remove most of the mountains that stand
as a barrier between man and his happl-
ness. Some of the enthusiasts of the school
wera At one time for having the postal
service itself left open by competition to pri-
vate contract.

GRIEVANCES AND WRONGS OF LABOR.

Then there came an fnevitable reactlon
which the Manchester schocl had itself di-
rectly helped to bring about.  For the Man-
chester achool had fought hard for the exten-
slon of the political franchise, and the ex-
tension of the franchise gave power to the
working class. The workingmen soon made
it known that they had grievances and
wrongs which could not be left to the opera-
tlon of free competition and the whlening
beneficence of human nature. They insisted
that they had grievances and wrongs which
only legislation coull remova, The first of
what | should call the great s=ocialistie
measures of English legislaticn, before work-
ingmen had much share in the franchise,
was the factories act carried by the Iate
Lord Shaftesbury in 1844, There was a
previous measure passed by the same phil-
anthropist In 1842, but that act only con-
cerned Itself with -what related to the
working of women and children in mines.
The factories act of 1544 waus clenrly based
upon the principle that the state had a right
to interfere with what was then erroneously
and absurdly called the freedom of con-
tract between employer and employed. On
the ground, among other grounds, that it
did thus Interfere with the freedom of con-
tract and freedom of competition the Man-
chester school opposed the passing of the
factories act. Nobody ever questioned
the sincerity and the public spirit of the
men who on behalf of the Manchester school
opposed that legislation. Nobody could haye
questionsd the motives of men like Cobden
and Bright. But Lord Shaftesbury tri-
umphed, and every one now admits that
his triumph was a pubilc bepefit and a pub-
le bleasing,

THE TENDENCY TOWARD SOCIALISM
IN ENGLANI.

Now, I hold that when a state comes to
interfere with freedom of contract, even
in the casse of women and children only,
that state has gone a good way along the
path of soclallsm—genuine soclallsm. Sinee
the passing of the factory acts, England,
under whatever governmen!, has been mov-
ing farther and farther. faster and faster,
along that path. What has become of the
priciple of contract as between landlord and
tenant in I[reland? Tary governments as
woll as liberal governments have decreed
that its day Is done. I have just said
that the phrase “‘freedom of contract,” as
it was onte used, is erronesus and absurd.
Betwesn the English capltalist and the
English working man, bétween the Irish
landlord and the Irish temant, there was In
the old day no freedom of contract, Thore
could be none. There is no fresdom of
ocontract between a fasting man and a full
man. The full man can waltl; the bungry
man cannot walt, In the elder Dumas’
famous romance, “The Count of Monte
Cristo,” the wicked banker, Danglars |
think was his name, Is captured by a bri-
and held to ransom, Poor
Danglars _grows very hungry and asks for
1 He I8 told that be ean have food,
but he must pay for it, e says he is
willing to pay for It, and asks what the
price of a fowl would be. He s told of
fome enormous sum—many thousands of
francs, HMe angrily demurs, but he |s po-
liely assured that It Is sVl a matter for
himsoll—ho nesd not eat, and if he does not
eal he will not have to pay, but If he de-
cdes to  eat he  must hand  over
the stipulated prige, Now, that |is
not by any means an unfalr illustration of
what used to be called (n the old days
“feedom of contract.” A hungry working-
man with a wife and children depending
upon him applies for employment and Is told
he can have it if he is willing to work
twelve or fourteen hours a duy, He has
no alternative—such was [reedom of con-
Against that principle all the soclal
legisiation of modern Eogland has set its
face., Qnly the other day | voted in the
division lobby of the House of Commons in
favor of the second reading of & measure to
Hinit the working hours of miners to elght
hours a day The second reading was car-
ried by a large majority. Partlamont. has
taken upon [(tself to watch over the housing
of workingmen and.of the poor In genoral.
There are acts to govern the management of
common viging housea. There are acts to
regulate the employment of women and
thelr bhours of work In ordinary shops where
dressmaking and millinery busineas are car-
ried on, The alr I8 full of schemoes for the
eslablishment of some system of old age pen-
mions, We hear of some mort of universal
atate life assurance for all people—a prin-
ciple that, It will be remembered, found
groeat favor st one time and probably still
fnds great favor In the eyes of Prince Bis-
marck. We have abandoned the old wayas
ultogether, The man who would st the

soclalists now,’

s

men, or

changer,

Tho declaration deseribes fairly |

prosent time venture to préach the doetrine
of latesen faire In England would be o fool
for Lis pains, He could only make biimseif

serm more of a fool by presenting himsel!
AF a candidate for pome parllaiventary con
Flitueney at a contested election The days
are utterly pune. far the present At Jeast,
whent a man Jike Lord Macaniay etuld talk
of the “odivus principle of paternal guvern
ment™ and e generaily applavded for the ut-
terance

NO REAL POWHEH BUT THE HOUSE OF
COMMONSE

Hut then, let [t be rememberad. that If

we have got back, a® for the time wo eortainly

have got back, to the principle of paternal

Envernment, we have quite #and mway from

ment was In the

the era when govern hands
af 4 desy of a privileged clans We are
certainly ry ilkaly to have for some time
| e 0 growing Interfer # on the part
of the state with the or lon of rapital
and labar. Boat then by whom |8 that state
Interferaneo (o be Inftinred and regulated and
controlled Hy a8 lhouss of caminiois which
cOntalns amongst |ts mesn the ropress)
tatives of the luborer as well as of the cap

Int: of the employed asx woll as of 1hes em-

player: of the Scotiish crofier as well as of
the Seottish Inird: of the Irish tenant-farmer
nk Woll ma of the Irish landlord. We need not

ferl aliirinel about A& derpot power dAriving us

nn There I® pno rea! legislative power o
Eagland but the power of the Heouse of Com-
mons, antd the Hause ons 14 now Ay
nearly us possifile 3 1] L Leenia-
tive of the whole ponle. all < ses, all
ranks, all Interests: and 1t will become more
frictly and compreliensively so representa-
tive a® the next few years grow on, We
have clearly then altogz given up, for
tho time at least, t tna that the state

ennlile the
propar
thozse who
erahled to
due
the

the

can do nothing o help the poor, ¢
poor to help thamselvi to  enforo
s¥siems of labor, to insist that
work for dully bread shall be
work under decent eonditions and with
regard to health—and In fact (o assest
right of interfering, for the good of
whole community, beétween these who em-
ploy and those who are employed

I quite admit thiat we bive not
upon any syelem by which _the
growing poverty oan be removed [rom the
land. I do not my2elf know how la state
a scheme which shonld make the gulf be-
twean Increasing poverty and {increaring
wealth become narrower and more and more
narrowing in England. But I do Inaist that
If English statesmanship wera to turn Its
attention in full earnesiness to th!s questien
the principlie of legislation could be found,
If It i# possible, as I believe it is, to find In
human affalrs such a principle at all. In
England we expend far too much of our
statesmanship over foreign affairs. At pres-
ont we arée in a terrible scare—ons of our
perfodical scares which return ilke a well
ordered cometl to its place In the public vi-
slon. We are going to spend millions—
many millions~-of pounds sterling in the
strengthening of our navy agalnst the imag-
Inary schemes of some forelgn powers (o
make a plratical descent upon our coasts.
Now I am entirely for our keeping up a
gnod navy, but reasomable precaution is all
that any state can be expected to take

THE TRUE EASTERN QUESTIONT

I have sald more than once in the-House of
Commons and at Eoglish puablie meetings
that in my solemn conviction the trus east-
ern question for England Is the condltion
of the poor in the east end of London and In
the similar reglons of all the great provincial
citles and towns of these islands. After all,
it I8 just barely possible that the Russians
or the Germans or the French, or all three
combined, may not attack u=. It is nlso &
possibility, concelvable at least to English-
men—cértainly concelvable to me2 who am not
an Englishman—that even If thus attacked
for no apparent reason whatever, England
might manage to hold her own. But jt Is
absolutely certain that the condition of our
poor in our great citles is a source of the
most alarming natlonal wesakness. I am
therefore in favor of English statesmanship
turning Ils special attentlon to the condi-
tion of our poor. If it would give but half
the attention to that subject “yich It has
given through generations to forelgn polloy
I think it very likely indesd that some rem-
edy for the evil jcould be found. Do not
tell me that in such matters statesmanship
can do nothing. I ask how we know that,
and when has statesmanship ever sariously
and persistently tried what (t could do? 1
know no better defense of England than a
prosperous and a contented people. 1 remaem-
bar what the Antiquary, who Ia the hero of
Scott’s immortal novel, says to Edie Ochil-
tree, the chartereidl beggar who declares that
if the rumors of French invasion are true
he will fight, old a8 he is, for the country
where he has always lived, and where every-
body has been kind to him. “‘Bravo, bravo,
Edie,” the Antlquary exclalms. “The coun-
try's In little ultimate danger when the beg-
gar's as ready to fight for his dish as the
laird for his land.” 1 am quite In accord
with the Autiquary. Therefora and for many
other reasons [ draw comfort and hope from
the spread of genuine socialism in England;
from tha recognition of the fact that the
state Is bound to take account of the con-
ditlon of the he'ypleas, amd tbat statesman-
ship is not limited to a concern with foreign
affairs and a pedantic sloofness to the con-
dition of the bulk of the English people, In
that sense, as Sir William Harcourt says,
we are all socialists. The state, at least in
England, hes acknowledged that It cannot
any longer afford to fold its arms, to look
down upon the sesthing and weltering strug-
gles of the country's social life, and compos-
adly wait for the survival of the fittest.

JUSTIN M'CARTHY,

London, England, May 15.
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INDUSTRIAL NUTES

ver hit
curse of

The finest grade of matches is made of
cork piae,

Bermuda farms bear three succes:lve crops
In one year.

Nevada is second in gold production and
fourth in sllver.

The manufactured product of Great Britain
amounts to about FL100,000,000 a year.

The fistest shorthand writer in the world
is a young Dublin man, George Bunbary.
He can write 250 words in a minute.

By an English Invention ecamel’'s hair eot-
ton plant and chemieals are being substi-
tuted for leather in machinery belting with
considerable success,

Krupp of Prussin claims as the result of
experiments that while only 10 to 15 per
ecent of heat units are utilized in the modern
stearmn engine, H the coal 15 powdered to an
impalpable powder and expleded in cylinders,
after the manuer of an ordinary gas engine,
756 to B0 per cent of the Leat units may be
realized.

The new Atlantie eable which Is now being
1ald in sections between Ballingskellings Bay,
Ireland, and Canso, N. 8., for the Commer-
c¢ial Ceble company, is In many respects a
notahle piece of wark. Fhe cable i[5 about
2,100 miles In length; its conduetor contains
more than 1,100,000 pounds of copper and is
armored with over 10,000,000 pounds of steel
wire. .

Copper must have been oné of the earllest
metals known, worked and valved In human
Industry, It ranks second to silver In mal-
leabllity and ductility, or third as compared
with gold, which Is the most malleable metal
known, and ranks npext to lron In tensile
strength, and, belng an abupndant metal,
natlye in miny parts of the warld, It often
lies at or near the surfoce of the earth. °

A new steel cantilever bridge is to be bullt
foross the gorge at Niagara Falls, just below
the catarsct. It will be owned by a syndi-
cate of New York capltalists In form it
will be a eomhination of the arch and canti-
lever principles, with a span of 1,000 feet, or
200 feet lungor than any arched bridgs In ex-
Istence. It will have accommodations for
trolley cars, rullroad cars and fool passen-
gers.

A rallroad which the Germans have built
in Asia Minor, extending from lsmid, a har-
bor about sixty miles east of Constantinople,
east by south 300 iles to Angora, has as
little wool in It, perhaps, as any in the
world., Not enly the rails and bridges, but
the ties and telegraph poles are of iron, nine-
tenths of It furnlshed by German works,
chiefly by Krupp.

Probably the largest plece of cut glasa
ever made In America Is on exhibition In
New York City. It welghed seventy pounds
before it was decorated and lost about twenty
pounds in the cuttlng. The plece 15 a punch
bewl elghteen inches high and twenty-four
inches in diameter. The sotual cost of pro-
doction was nearly $400,

In the treasure room of the Maharajah of
Barnda is stored & carpel which cost §1.000,-
00, It Is only ten by six feet, but is woven
from wirings of pure pearls, with a center
and corner circle of dlamonds It ok

three years Lo mpke It, and was lutended as
& gL o 8 Mobammedan beauty,
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You know it—everybody knows it—No one doubts it when once inside the store—Business could not
be continued and such prices quoted—You never saw anything like it—Your friends were here

this week—Such crowds—Your last chance for bargains-—When we are gone nothing will ever

The Morse Dry Goods Co.

Retiring from Business.

be worthy the name of bargain in comparison with our great closing sale.

Dress Goods—

at
your own

price. I l
All new, thisseason's styles, 835,000
worth to be sold. Get your

dress while you can getitat
a price without profit.

Hosiery and Underwear—

at

price

your own

Neither ladies ncr gentlemen can very
well aﬂ'ord to let this chance go by, for
at no time in the wildest excitement

Silks—

at
your own

price.

T

The most elcgan"i.mak ol silks in

this westefn country going at
any price whatsoever to close
them out. ’

ey ——

L2
1eis

Me

have hosiery and underwear gone at

such prices.

Chinaware——
at
your own

prlce.
On the second foor—by far the
largest and most complete stock
in the city. Costis not considered
hore.

Dress Trimmings—
at
your own
price.

As complete as this stock was it is no won-
der it is a center of attraction, now

occur again,

Notions —
at
your own
price.

Little things that cost but little at
any time are now going for
worse than nothing. A couple
of dollars will buy more no-
tionsthan you can carry away.

n's Furnishings—
at
your own
price

The gentlemen should lay in a supply of
neckwear, collars and cuffs now that

they have an opportunity.

Remember that.

Cloaks and Suits—

It won't

Carpets—
at
your own
price.

Here is the place you can realize the
difference between the old
price and the price that goes
now. You can buy a Brussels
carpet cheaper than you used
to pay for an Ingrain.

Draperies—
at
your own

price.

‘This depariment overflows with
magnificent bargains. Ail the
newesat things in silks and dra-
perles go in at the golng out
of business prices.

Laces, Gloves, Ribbons—

at
your own
price

The most beautiful, the most perfect, the
latest styles in laces,
gloves, all go inat way-down prices at

ribbons and

this great closing out sale,

Handkerchiefs—

at at
yqur own your own
price. price

Summer, Spring

all go in—all must go.
now,but winter will come and you
can't buy half as cheap then as

now.

and Fall Wraps
It’s hot

- lacey,

Toilet Articles—

that so little money is required to get

more than you can carry,

Retiring
from
business.

No goods charged.
No goods sent on approval.
No money refunded,

No goods exchanged.

Retiring

ks

from

business.

)

‘t Mall Orders shoufd be accompanied

by draft or money order.
Where amount is not known
send at least one-hall and
goods will be seat C. O. D for
balance,

e ——

at
your own
price.

Always the lowest on soaps, face powders,
and other toilet articles, we now cap
the climax by letting you take away

the goods at your own price.

Retiring
from

business

No goods !ald aside bOr sent
C. 0. D,
of purchase is paid.

unless half smount

Handkerchiefs for every possible
taste at every kind of price.

Tho
fleecy kind go as cheap as

the plain white ones used to,

Boys" Clothing—
at
your own
price
Yon can save more money proba-
bly here than anywhere else, for
no matter how much you buy the

boy will manage to wear them all
out. Any price whatever goes.

Muslin Underwear—

here.

Retiring
from
business.

No purchases that amount to
less than #1.00 will
livered.

ba de-

at
your own
price.

Good seasonable wear, perfect goods, the
most radical cuts in the store are right
Try and see.

Retiring
from

business

Goods for all seasons, 8pring,
Summer, Autumn and Win-

tor on sale,

RETIRING FROM
BUSINESS

THEMO

RSE DRY GO

0Ds co No Goods Charged
No Goods Exchanged




