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It was n Christmas huWning. A snow-
drift

¬

hung in vvtonth * ifround the sash
of tlio llttlo cottage vtinrtow where ..To-

dHnwioy lived n lojjoliJ bachelor's lifo.
The ground vvns coveied with n white
blnnkot of snow , which "nt the horizon
merged Into the softiRrny of u winter
sky. In short , it was n dny that 0110

could Christina ;* might to bo.
Within the cotttiLja' ' prevailed the

paine cold nlinosphoio. The rooms
wore in dlsoidor , containing only the
necessaries of n slnjrlo innn. Tlio old
cylinder stove was sadly in need of a
polish : the window shades hud long
ceased to loll uj ) smoothly , nnd the lit-

tle
-

plant on tin1vlndovsill had tiled for
An old tobacco pipe was

Toll's closest friend , and man > an idle
hour Imd lolled away , as .led sat blow-

ing
¬

rings of'smoko , wrapped in solemn
thought. Ilo had grown intu that emu
less , slipshod , wti } of pulling-
oil things tintil loinotrow , and then
noor doing them at all-

.Christinas
.

morning had awakened now
thoughts in Jed's mind , niul as he
out on the cold land'-capo before him li
felt his lonolinosss moro keenly. Ilo
had ptoimiod his breakfast in his old
accustomed , and tat down by the
lire to toast a ploco of bread , .led had
boon u stubboi n man , and Ills Htubborn-
ness , together with his habit of de-
ferring

¬

matters , was iesponsiblo for his
rti eary bachelorhood. I'o liad a heart
that liad once felt tlio PIUILTB of love , and
its twingea troublo.l him occasionally
htill-

.It
.
wns just one j oar ago that day that

ho had been .lane Currier , the ghl that
liad hot all a-trcmblo .led's honrtstiingt .

All his cronies woionow married und
ban happ.v homos , and h.should not
that happy lot be hi V Time was llii.g
fast , and there no wisdom in pi o-

craitination.
-

. .led had , u few dins ago ,

roeohed the accnstonicd invitiition to
spend Cluistmas cluv nt old Annt Sue's
house , und ho know that .lano would bo-

thoto. . To ask her the momentous ques-
tion would bo the matter of a fmv min-
utes

¬

, nnd if ho would ask at all , ho must
do so at once-

..leds.it
.

. a long time in deep thought.
His OJCH steadily into the lire-
.ThcctaokUng

.

of the llai'ing coals and
the tick of the old clock wore all that
broke the silence in the room.

Then bib Ii ifting from a
state of scmi-uncoii'eiojusncB-i , .led pres-
ently

¬

foil into a dreamful P.inci-
ful

-

scenes conjured themscho up before
his viow. Soon he found himself in a
well lighted t oom. Anagi eeaolo u.irmth-
Dorsaded all and bit earners of nilbtlotoo
hung from the chundelior. Tlic laugh-
ter

¬

of meiri children rang out as thev
romped around him and old friends and
acquaintances wcio uieio to greet him
with a "Merry Chyi&tnms" and Juno
stood foioinost umongbt'them all to wel-
come

¬

him.
How btrango the sift')1' ) Wlla an ''IQW

happy ho felt ! No legiots weighed
upon him ! .lano pinned a bunch of mis-
tictoo

-

on the lapel oft his coat and the
children cUimbeiod upon bib knee- ) and
told him of the many girth fiom Santa
Claus. They bade him tell them Christ-
mas

¬

tales and funny sloiies , and when
he complied they laiig'hed and yelled
until Aunt Hue laid' she had never boon
.led so merry befoto.-

"Uomo
.

! " ctied flic ' childion , "bco if
you can e.itch us under the miatlotoo ! "
and .led was ofl to Tollow them in thair-
piankb. .

|' Now Jed , catch , Jane ! " rang out the
all at once.-

In
.

a Hash he clasped Jane in his
arms and planted a smacking kiss upon
hoi check. All the childicn laughed
and cried :

"Good , .Fed ! That was jiiit what Jane
was waiting for ! "

Thorn was a look of mischief in Jano't ,

, that i-comud to ghe an answer to-

Jed's doubts. The innocents , in that
moment of their childish glee , had ac-

complished
¬

moio than ho had daicds-
pciilc. . lie felt that his passion was not
a hopeless one.

The childicn , having tired of this fun ,

ran oil to play with their to , little
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ii ' LJ'1-Onaha'l"' V lup > t lOlli mil Marov
. ' 34pii | .bt , l.tfulHt'atiuuu llall , '

knowing Hint they l.ntl vvuldud two font !
lioarls.

Juno nntl Jctl wiinilot cd oft" lo some
sci'luded cornet nnd inttlonn.

",Iiinc"snll .led , " "I linvo oonto to nsk
you for jour honrt and Initul. 1 linio
been longim1; to do this boTorc , but some-
how

¬

1 lmu been putting it off. I himlly
dm oil tnko I'oiitnjio to nsk , for .Inno. II-

litivo loved jon for nljjli on ono .vear.
Hut , as I hnd not coniu to sco jou , 1 vvn-
snftnld you hnd forgotten me1. And yet ,

1 thought , WGIC kind for
me to nsk. "

"Well , .led , 1 liuve loved jou , too. nnd ,

nllhouijli jott have nut It oil -o lonjr , 1

know tlnit homo dny .vou would eotno und
nsk mo nnd I litivc1 wnitcd. "

.led einbrnet'd her nnd snlnteil her
with n kif-i justns Aunt Sno enloicd to-

enll all tl.e folks to dinner.-
.led

.

. find .lane led tlio way nnd intncliPil
down lo dinner. Aunt Sue bttd predated
two scnts for them nt Iho licitil of the
tnblo , nnd a bflteienppl.v. of g od things
could hnidly bo found tlian Aunt Stto-
hnd provided nn Unit eventful Chi Mums
dnv. I'm son Wood Mild jjrtiee , and till
fell to onthiR with n gusto. The wixor-
of tlio line ions ! beef exinoised ill-feoliiiLj
from lieuits w licit1 It miuht still hnve
dwelt , and tlio famous plum pudding ,

which Aunt buo knew so well how to-

ntnke , wns njteeably in evideiteo.-
WliiliMill

.

woio btisv entin and drink-
intf.led

-

nnd .inno ninde up for lost time
by bottling mutters nnd biinjjiti"; ilium-
lo n intilunlly stitisfnctori conclti'-ioi ) .

As din notMIS about di.iwinp ; lo a-

eloo , .lod rose with n seilouseonn -

lennnuo and , Inking .lime by iho linnd ,

bald :

"Friends , after wo cntcn of this
lotions Chrlbtmns dinner , nnd vvillt Iho-

uoiibent of dear old Aunt Sue , 1 hnvo
just n few words to sny , nnd 1 wish to
say ''em before wo leave iho tnblo. 1 feel
it is my duty lo say Vm at once , for 1

hnvo boon'pulling Ihis here off too lonir
Today i to be wedding dnj , andlano-
is to bo my bride. 1 linvo asked , nud
she has consented , and ns I'aison Wood
is wllh us today , I wish him to tie the
knot. "

There wns no llltlo stir utilised in that
moi i'V clrulo bj thlsstartliinr announce-
mt'iit.

-
. Aunt Sue was a liltle confused ,

hut linnllj bottled Iho mutter bj con-
gratulnting

-

.led on mnkin up his mind
at last , ns she well knew it would bo-

.Ted's. wiij when ho once "pot n-starte.l. "
She said that Jnno would make a peed
and Iruovvife. 'J'ho purson'H wife look
tlio nllair in a matter-of-fact way , us her
hiisoand had expoi'ioticed aneli eases as-

JedV before-
.I'aison

.

Wood little thought lie had
come to ollloiato at a vveddiiifjon that
Cluibtimib dnv. .led was toriotis and
told 1'arson "Wood to boyin nt once. Tlio
pat son asked for n ptnjer book , and so-
voi.ilof

-

the youiifrer ones bt'timpoted ofl-

to oot; it fiom the parlor table. The
coiemonj wns be nn na .Fed diiectcd and
in less limn twenty minutes .led and
.lano weio one.

All kisbud the orhlo , and ernpi atnhi-
tions

-

canto thick and lust. Thoiowan-
a double lound of nioi'i imciit in the lit-
tle

¬

house that ni ht , llio air was lillid-
w itli nuiaiu and nil H.in nnddnneed nnlil
they vvoro Hied out. .led said if ho hail
onlj known ho was goinj} to make tip
his mind that daj ho would liuvo liad his
little room at homo cleaned up. w> ns to-

hi injr Jane to a botlor homo than thut-
in which ho Iind lieiotofoio lived him ¬

self. Hut Jed fcnid there was no putting
it oil this time , and tomorrow things
would bo "put to rijrhts. "

Tlie clock pointed iu blinds to 12 , nnd
folks wore bidding the bride und ginom-
gwd night. Aunt Hue hnd told the
IJOJB to hniness un the hot so and hleigh-
to'tuko Ilium on their bridnl tour homo-
.Everv

.

one hnd scntchcd the house for till
the rice Aunt buo had , and stood i end
to give them n good sond-oll ;ib tlioi
passed through the fiont doonvny-
.Thoto

.

wus a few of Auiil Stio'h old sliobs
that went Hying past them , us the hiipp.v
pair stepped down the stoop , and that
landed in the thick snow.

There wore laughter and such licurtj-
bhonts of "Good-bio ! " nnd "A Merry
t-'htistinas' ! " tliut they seemed toiousc
the folks in Hint quiet litilo village.

They quickly got into the sleigh , and
the boys started the horse oil at full
speed. The church bell wns ringing
loud in Jed's ear. and the snow (low ovoi
the dttbh-board und into his faeo like a-

miniutuio hull storm.

.led vvoko up at this moment. The
piece of bread that ho hnd been toasting
had fallen into the the , and Die ashes
cnme sputtering into his face The bcl U-

weio ringing in tlio little chiiroli across
tlie vvaj ; and the laughter of children
wus heard na they wcic passing by the
house , .led realized il wns all a di'enm-
Ho wus sitting beside the stove Itis-
breaklabt wus uwaitinp him on the table.
und the i olTee hnd become cinilo cold.

Jed wus in a huppiur mood. Ilo ate
bicakfast with a hotter lelish than ho
had expei icneed for many u Gay. His
C'hriblmas dream had made him
the happiness ho hud lost by "putting
things oft1' until another day.

' 1 will go to Aunt hue's with a better
spiiit. I will tell bet I luktn u
now road in life. I will K-O Jane and
usk her to become my wife. The biulio-
lor's

-

life I have led is not the i ight i no-

Tliib old honso will bo cleaned and
eveiything will le) biand new , so us to
bring her to a home. " And then ho
bald , audibly : "I will doit nl once ! "

Jed wus true to his i ( . .solution. U-

wus not many mouths nflorvvuid , in that
little village" that two heat lh vveto made
one , and as years passed on in their
happj wedded lilo Jed was often heard
to hay , whenever ho had any tusk lo
pot form : .

"I will do it at once , .Inno ! 1 will do-
it nt onco. "

( if I. llnl- .

Now , "luck , " said the sporting man to
the UnlTnlo Hxpross , "luck is a cm ion- ,

thing ThereV them Hint bine it nnd-
thoio's them that don't have it nnd llie-
vvoist of It till is Hint nobodj liu , it nn.v
more regular than n man has olnlUanil
fever , and moat body not so regit-
lur

-

hu, long shot.-
'Mul.

.

. hneuking of luck , I baw a cast of-

it u while ago that nearly inuuo mo-
crny. . 1 wab in a pool room down in
Baltimore , and 1 wus Dlaving eloio to-

ihooiibhlon , Nothing came mv wnv. nnd-
II had hut u few dolluts between me and
iho touching of mime fi lend for n atuke
1 saw n liltle follow conio in there wilh-
a $J bill nud irol out with '21,10 :.' in cash.-
I

.

I wasn't next , and I didn't got n ci'iit of-
it. . After il wns nil over ho told us his
hVhtt.iii. nnd it almost mudo mo nalli , to
think Unit mi1, ouch fool ficliGino would
go tin oiigh-

."Thoro
.

weie (ho races that afternoon
and ho plajed tliom all. Ilo puilojcd
his niLinoi , and l OJ is what ho pulled
out If he'd a goodied loll when ho
Marled ho'il have broken llio room siuv ,

und everj other loom in the citAnd
w lint do jou think his system was.' Vou-
e nildn't giiOMi in a thousand year * He
placed the seventh horse In i t act-
He

-

ntat ted at the top and countfd down
to the bevunth , am ! tlm wuii Then in
the next race theio w ere but four homoa.
and ho counted one , Iwo , Iniee , four ,

und tlion started at the top again and
counted (he , i ibeven He placed that
hoico and won Thut wus his t-uhcme.
His pick won every race. And what do-

j on think made him do it' His girl
lold him to. Liiek'JVhj bomo poupln-
huvi it to burn , and ho wus ono of that
Urn ! Not again in 07.000,000eatn
would that scheme work. I tuod It for
u week , and I know. "

HIE CRCnX BOX ,

"A merry Clirl tmni ! prnmliiiii ! " riled
the rhiklron , Uaililnp into the illtlnp room
nnd athcilug mound tlio olil fi.shlonrd-
ulinlr Por. n sine us tlio sun slicmo on tlio-
KlIttcrliiR snow without , thpy know th.i-
Gr.tmlmi KltUlcr woulit llsh some pretty
tiiuKi't for each out of tlio dcjitns of tlio
black s.itluIK tint liunitiit lior wnUt nor
were they ( looolvod Tor Hob niul ll.ito-
Ihi'ro was a box nf surar | iluni , fet bitty
Tom tliecutrit llttlncr
lit till into a ro'fbiul itiontli , while .1 onroul-
M.ibi1. . the pilclo of Kiuiulini's hc.ut , liclil
out hrr chubby , dlinilcil| liaml to rocolvo tlio-
piomUcd rcw.ir.l for good n slou-

dor
-

( 'old t ing
' 1 am gl.ul to scooitr clicct fill faces this

bilcht aioriilas , for my thoughts worn wuii-

iloiiiiR
-

back-as thosj of tlio ohl mo so-

ptOIIC 10 tlO blL'k 10 thO IIIL'UIOl IL'S Of 1J-

IRO and to the siiUlcst Christmas 1 over
Know "

Vliuraiuliua , wh > ' "
'I IIP children jtpcipii cippilyiiii Into the

wiltii 1 il ohl fiuo that ll.ul not forgotten
bow o Hullo , tlioueli the fiost of 7 uinu'is
had wuhcrcil the once blooming ilu-cks As-

shu miihed b.uk tlio wavrsof hot stilt wlilto
hair nnd sotlled tlio fold I limited irllsscs
mote llttnU on her nose , sln losuiuoil her
knitting niict , ns tlio bliri: stooltlni ; pii w bo-
he.ith

-

the m.ilc( of the cllnkliii ; nouu'cs' , she
s.iid

".lust M-nts nto; the
CliiUtmns ol 4S rouiulour, ( itMtnlpi Klililrr-
ami I llviiifr in a llttlo lo cili-u na the bulks
of the buautif'' Msslasippl , not far
fiom the town f M icilino Tim land iliil
not boluitg to u - pfatiiRHt it on shales
But wo wuioomit ; anil Kulustrlous and
alwajs fouml a tcaily matkot for
the tltto sttawbenles we r.iltcd In-

piuly spilnR and later on for the
watci melons ami sweet potatoes. The
farmi'is uct aioie now for their who it ami
torn tluiti wo did then Hut wow etc frr.tdu-
all.v

-

SIMIIK some monpi with the oujcil in-

Muwuf Inning tin1 faun Out famiU ion
Mstoil of iu.husbiiul. , tinscll ami tlio throe
small i'iilili"M) .Millio ami ICatioour aunts ,

and .lailt , .tour f.ithet , besides instep -

fallu-i , Mr IKijik'n Mmothei hail b un-

ilc.ul for man ) a jeir ami P.ithci Haviicn
hail Jmt come ilo-Mi fiom ( ! lieu t. 111 . whpie-
ho hut sinio IIP-iluub , bom Ilo hail
an Intetest In a lout mini1 Hut the mine
had failed , he said , ami as he hnd sunk
iiioncj to woilc it , we Knew that ho-
iiueded a home , and I felt il mj dnlto look
after his welfate In the wlntui liu was ter-
ribly

¬

alllirtril with the nslliiii i , ami when
one of Ills bad spells came on ho wottlil jiet-
Htuplil with ill ink I It ted to putsu.ido hit"-
to oil the habit , but ho would deiluc
that it was ileith , ' and nothing
else seemed to : itc Ills sufTi'iiiiR-

s"lluco d.us before rhiUlm is the air was
soft and mild A h blue mist liimi; oM< r
the A.illei i , lil.c inoinliiKs in OitoliLr The
leaves btill chmp to the old tosebiish lliat-
ciept up the ttullis of the fiontponh and
m ahclteied noolts b> the paiden pith the
Xiecuottnj ; blulcs of Riass weio shooting
up , ns la the sptinp rather llajden was
slandl i in the liont doai , looking up the
load til it led IbioiiRh tlie Umber towntd
town , ai d a foiebodiu ot Ihidlod mo as
lie lepe.ilcd tl i- old s ij ing 'A jrieon Clnist-
m

-

is nialccb a fat ' 'I bclime I v ill
walk over to I'.iul OlIIToul's , ' eontinnen-
fjthui to aie if ho his u the nso ot
the fool he iuiiiu| I list week while tilling a-

tieo' , ' said 1 , 'if joa do io sti > all
night , Similes is too l.u torou to w ilk
m one daj J ou wains to ! ; eoj| tlio hoioos-
m the Held until all th it 1 itc coin is pulled '

"i knew ih.it liu would b" more th.iu
welcome , foi luincib in those thus weio
eihospiublo .mil father was a in tat

favoiito of oar neighbor , 1'atil Clilfoid-
liuso

,

fa i m house w.is tluce miles nnitli of
0111 hiiinblu cabin rather Flajdcn when a

niuii had bpen a soldier in the wai of-
ISI'2and could spin mo-it inteiestm i.uns ,

of which I'aul ClifToid ne er seemed to tuu-
So f.itlicrj lil.cd ofiimcs to isit him ami t ilk

'All tight , ' lophed he , as tie
kUsed the chlldien gooilbic anil Hum ;
his arm the old bullet nut LOU and stalled
oil up the lojtl , walking f.u nioie biibkh
than ono would expected of .1 man
whoiicxcaib hail iumibei''d tbten sioie and
ton All that und tlie next woikcd-
busilj , piepailug lei Clinstm is , niaklnir tnc-
oltt fasluoucil plum pudilms , v ilhoiit wturh-
a Chiistnias itimipi would lu a failiiu ,
ctiopiiiiK( tlie inimeme.il ami fi.Miig the
sweet doucbntltsof which Iheehildicn wuic-
so iond. uiul seeing lo U , itli mown ejes-
ttiat Neil killei the % ery tuiuc ;, that 1 luJ
taken nUi tnio lo fatten And ist of all ,

itiiislied up anew caluo tliuss for nuself
and eaili ol tlio little gills I was

goMI was eonsuleicd pietti-
me] I I'ad puit ivo bits a jaul lot imnu ,

wniih wits blue dotted with wlnto-
spiigs and sjl o't by the while linen toll ir-
It was iiliuadj 'J'.in.licit and put iwaj in the
old buieau aiawei lexpi.tidto look ei-

.neit ana uttiacthe in Isui s I pre-
sided

-

om t'liiistm.is dinner The
fai mi Imd no s' wing mat hines .it
thai time and u worn m who t onld not hem
a dies.3 , 'bun I stitih'on tli" w long s.Ue , w is-

lonsldcicd veialoem, > with hei siuiiif
1 iHsuii will Ihinl ; bin what they weic
enough sight nealei th in the milled ones
wutn now and tlio inailimo stiu liuif all
a-bliowmg , and as lei ( ooUing , well , I've
bad in no a coed houscwile tome miles to-

gtl mj letipo foi pound ciKem Dl.akb'ii'ij-
a'U

ll uas 11011 hundown I'n.U when I put
aside iu ) woik gown ijiiito llnishud
and the iliildicns ilono | tot the

All ai once I lliougulof fallui and
whj ho had tiol lome ficci li.ul

gone out to iiulK the LOW s and u lien lie i amo-
in icinniKcd tlinl the wjim wind that liad
been blowing all dafiom the snnlhoasl liad-

ceicil aiound to the norlli and turned cold
1 went out on the fionl pouh mid louiicd-
awa up OKI load , hoping to HCC f.uhei. The
soiling sun w.u stud ins updep ulin ; of-
reil amiellow in hopi less tml-Mvoi to-

pietto wilh llery dnts lliu linkol
leaden iloutls ilh.il obsuictl fiom iewhis-
wcliouf.no I'lio mass ) rltmds ihat nmig-
to the north , ill ivcn b ) the wind , lapidl-
lloattd tow ud UKMO in the oisteru , and
Joining lunilbitli ci.'eping tliiead like
lingeis , weietapidlvMMII| n heagi. .

that piotiiisi'il lo settle cloioi ami-
closei lo llio aui Life of this i' u Hi and hldo-
tlio fliewlb moon , whose unite disk shout
faiuth like a i ini of ! wailing inmi
out ainiii llie hi'iuUting clon.land ; ( | -,

stihint' , almost inaiii , to hhow lierdim
uncertain light against the stiung icil ul in-
of llio d ) Ing HUH Ono fealbeis snoivllu.i-
llultcicd down then another and auolhor-
fastoi ami fuller tliolell invcilnir tboile.u-
stalKsof the maiigjlils and , am
weighing down Hie wlthcied li.ii'es ol llio-
ohl toso bush , ilo ; c to whit h I was bi.imlin.
with ins bi ; ginuh.im apion llitown over in-

hotd
-,

, w.iulilng lor lallicv The clnlditi-
weio iiiaiping Ibiough Ihu iiaideu | ulhs-
tben f.uosios ) with dolUlit at llio pio.pitt-
of a gland b it tie w lib snou lulls

Inlboioid leading to the houth ms any
ions ( diM'OM'H'd a litllu spci K , which , as-
H c.imn luMH'i , proMnl lo ho a man on lie lie.-
bick , and as ho appioached the
that il Wilt Mr. Ui'Kl om traveling Metlio-
tlibl pioacliei H iilciiing out to meiil Itln-
II oxtemlc.t lo biiii a toiUial invilallnii tc-

suujiei wliUllbowas cuinpelled lo lit line
ho 8ild , as he was on his wa ) lo the ho 11-
1of 1'itil ( 'illliid , foi ita , v it'still uf tin
wounded fool , lotkliw h.id t in and dcati
was houii ) expetlid mid ifinj honl lei he-

niusl bun > on JVuts for tathni s safolv
won sjl at K si I K low what was detain-
ing

-

him As Mr Uci il unload Icallollol-
ilin to toll fat hoi' to i em nil whet chew as-
i.nlil aftt i Ihn .ton i nml we would ht'ml lot
him , and b it'll 1 weal into tno liousologel-
biipp 'i foi Ned and the luldien
pi oil ) Into tliuI night 1 lo tlnish in ) > jw-
ing

-

and llio children to pup < oin ami llirc.ul-
il on long htiingh. with w tilth the I'hiistnms
lice at thn i him h .vas to bu diiuratec !

Ned 10,1 a aloud to lisa M'mleiostiiip slur )
fir.m the IMiiladelpliin 1'ns-

l"lalo to bed me a us late toiisoand il wisT
thodo'K next nioriiliij ,' when Neil nikeil-
logolhei the il ) ing embers in llio big tire
place and tlnou on fcnmu fie-.li , di ) Ings that
soul Mio blight sjuilts lling up llio muiitli-
Ol llie u lilc i himiie ) I lire v aside Ihu while
muslin cmtuins at the window tolookonl ,

j tint could heo nnlhing 'I ho MIOW v .i ! piled
up high on llie window bill and above that
the jiaiios of gldfcs wtio Ihlcul ) lovi'iod-
willi frost Ntil hid ojiencil the
back dooi and us bo did bo btutml bitk-
w itli an cNtUmaiion of suiprihii , foi a great
load of snow full into ttie l.itchen 'liilng
the bioom , quieK Kninii" trittl he , ami-
vsorkiug togulhet wo boon deaivxt tlio
Hoot I ho snow had ieusnl lo fall but the
wind that cumo tn at the npcn dooi wisliKO-
u blast from tbo tioith pole I do not ttiluk
1 cvct saw a dcupvi snow bcfoio ot

ami then It wai drifted * o bad U toolc N I

an hour to cleir n pith totholnrii After
lecimoln from feeding ami watering tlio
lock he settled himself down no.u tlm-
leuth to nienil the lull IICM. vrbllo 1 b isietl-
nvsell alKiut the tiaklng , for It was llio ihv-
efoio riirlstmas ami on the * I was

uiittliie a moo pilr of wmin mittens for
'Yd The child ) en h.ul fonml tlout anil to-
eop( tlie soeiet from him I hail to buy tlioiu-

uT with numerous dintchmits nml cvonal-
nw lliptn to nulto n olaMen Ciiml ) 'I h it
veiling was Christmas oxe. .Jack ami Mllllo-
ml Kale c.irh hung up n Mocking the-
re plaiv , veiconlldent that Smt.i ( 'Kills-

votild not roigot to till them , when hear
ivcd oatslilo with hH teladeer sli-tlgc ad-
oulcd ilown with wontlerfnl to ) ! , ami woio-
n conscquotico oisil ) persuaded to In-
uly linked uvav lit th"lr Illtle trumllo-
od) Vei.v lired 1 found mvself after my
mil dn's vvoik and not m tin momeanl-
.ipsetl after mv hp.ul lomheil the downy
illlowpio I w is las' asleep After a IOIIR
nil ill rainless lest 1 was < nddeul ) staitlcit-

ii) healing some ono shiKc the lati h-

f the klti hen dour ami f.Uhel s voloo en-
ng. . 'liinnia' Kmini" Jumping out of bcl-
pllclsl ) nnd throwing a big shawl mound
ne I tan to the dooi ami opened ll , Hut no-
me was theio Tint moment llio cloi'l-
ttiuck I The nulso waked Ned , ami ho-
skcil.Vh.U Is the mittei"I thought II-
le.ml filhcr at ll.e dooi ' 1 .insweted
Pshaw joti wcro ilicatning , wife How
icivonsou women ate PatluVs all right ,
mil von ought to know it ' ' 1 wish I w.ia . .n-
mo he is as tli it I ma I was not iiieaming , '
ml 1 went link to bed , but not to sleep
"I wis up with the first stte.ik of dawn-

.oaxlng
.

husband to saddle Hivwn Ucm-
ml lide ovei to Clifford s lo sco bow Puul
vas ami biitig fattier home toClnlJtmisl-
inner Nntliinir loth to go ho lelt the liouso-
ibout s u'clocu

' Theihildrcn hail a pa) tltuo thai niora-
ng

-

, for h inla bad bioughl oith of the ghls-
a china doll , ami Jink was la hl h glee over-
t llltlo ifd tin uagon anil lots ol c.ind ) Per
holt sake 1 tiled to keep a smiling face , and
it noontide we sal down to as Hue a dinner
is I cooUed Hut Ned hail tiol rolutned ,
ml wlu'ii Iho tloi'U all nclc 'J 1 began to LMO-
Wevcilsh with Impulemo ami wunioriun to-

ho door Mwalehliv was al 1 isl le-
v.inlcd , lot 1 sia number of men up-
iroai hltiR and Ned was one of lliem , foi I-

hould bavo known Uiown Hess and
s'eil'H tall lot in a tulle distant

supposed Hint ho had overtaken
some of the licit-hints oa theii wa ) to
lunch to look after lh" Chiistmas Uiv ,

resolved to invite them in to w.u in and
it thos.imc time iclii-bb Ihemsi-hi-s willi it
glass of our line cidei and .some geneiotis
slices of m ) iniiice pic As Hies iMtno-
nearoi the honso I nolicodlbit one of thu
men was hlng hn h on bis hoise , which NeJ-
w is lojillng , und then I Unew Ihu odd tohr-
of Ib.U old coit Ms lio.ut gave Iwo or-
tinco loud beats iind then stood still , ni )
tteitibllng bands clulthed the edge of the
dooi fi.une , and me es staitu alt.ilght at ,

thai stlllened fonn-
"II was Pailu-r Hadeiideadfronn lo-

deilh lie bad inner boon to Clllfoul's at
all , htitnnm hive caught a ii'ln lo town ,
bonghl a Jug ol whlskv and icmtning homo ,

oveitaUen b) the sloim 1 lie men
found him not more llian a hall a mile fiom
our hottsii , icsllng up agaiusl a lice , di iftcd
ill out with snow , and onlv ono liid-
ii inging out gi.nplng Ihc handle of Iho jug-

.lien
.

the ) lool.ed al his w iteli , both hinds
lointen lo 1 II had eeisjil lo lick , when
.ho bloo I congo ilod in Iho liearl at
the veibom when hu.iiil his voieoeall ,

I'tiinn' Kniui i" 1 hive oltcn womlcicd-
sitiio it hn aid tome to our door , Ihen nry
wild di ink wamieicii aw.iv lopeiishin Iho
snow Or if lev earsh iiiinneii bsipetnil-
uial

-
sense had oven al lh u distant o hoiitl

the fitewcllot hr. depai tingipuit-
As wo took on bis lio7Cn g unients , ono
one , n squaio box fell fiom the insiilo-

loeitel of bis vesl I puked ll up and opn -
mg il found ihereiu a liuv b.ass ke'Iho
children sud it v.as thy kev lo llie htllo
'ieeh with briss hanillts tlut gi.indp ;
. ' under hU bed He had tola llicm never
lo tomb It , foi It was full ol s imples of lend
> fiom llie C ! ileiia minis I paid litlle al
tuition to tbo ihatter ot thu chililien , my-
lie.it t was so lu 1 of gl iof and m ) time so oi-
1eupicd

-

with llie funeral airangemenls , and
ill the sul tcienioniis attPti l.inl upon llio
bun il

' Kathei Hadun had been In hi piavo lov-
veoks when lilllc J.uk luiac'lnof as bo was ,

diiggolout the green and Hn tin ? the
) on the clock shelf, unloeksd the chest

and soon be taints tunning to mo with 1 is toil
tin wagon full of "-' ( ) gold iniees Altoroth r-

thcio VMIS >JI ( XII iht'pietes of mime) ]

in colton to keep ihein fiom rattling 'Ibnio
was cnomrh lo puu-lusc Iho f.iimaud ho-
us a good st-ut "

Pool olit Palher Havilon ' ami a silent
teat lilted the eve of failed blue , and COUI-
Fing

-
down the fuitowed cheek ,v.is Ulsscd-

aw.i ) blillle golden li ured Mib'l
( ! llA ( I. HlSIS-

.t

.

> Mom rn Mmliitr-
lla , found tint bci little ones ate impioved-
inoio b ) the ple.isml Hive , Syrup of-
Tigs , when in nee J of Iho effect of-
a genliiloinoiU tb in b) .111) oilier , ami th it-
it is mote aiteptaiilo to them Cbildteuc-
njo.y It ami il btncllls Ilium 'llio line
lemodv Sviupof I tgs , is manufaeluicj by-

Ihc California I ig .Sji up compau ) onlj

Hi jal V i turf.
The | Ueon Silt in the throne room at

Honolulu , ace ji ding to the Detroit
Ti ibuiie.

The hum of voices could bo hoard in
the blue room , while the cabinet was
plaing pool in Iho crushed Htrawbcvryl-
oom. . All was .silent in the changeable
giecn loom , and the toil and whitophud
room was. so fur away that il wa-nut
certain what was going forward within
it

Her majesty arose finiu tlio royal ifais
and moved forwaid three Htojid in order
that her llov.lng mantle might cover the
hoi'1 in Iho carpet.-

Hho
.

was alono.-
"YlM

.
"

Mor lips not the thin lips of a deceit-
ful

¬

, tlisiiigonnoim natiiro moved ,

' 1 am IJIILOII again. "
I lor o.oicstcd. rovoiontly upon a-

giavi'n imago with a No. % waist , a No.
Ill neck tinda No. II head. With an-
ohoquioiis Hi'iiiilh'ctioii Hhoiesnmo 1 lio-
rdic IIIM .

"I am content. " she inmimirr'd.-
1'pon

.

thu soft camu the .sounds-
of popular lumiill. llnar.so voci! i weio-
inontionlng IOPOS , lar and fcathern , her
maji'-tj. utc.-

A
.

hiullo ) iipaii hiu1 ro.uil vis'ige.
' 1 mil bo ubio ,

' ' him soliluquiil ,
' 'to keep the thiono ami n'tspUof
Hawaii , hut- '

She uaiti-i ] until the m ih h.il x- mm-

linul of llirotvlng stones .it the ft mi
(10 ) ! ' .

" - 1 guess it will ho HOIIIO time befoio
the world will htoji guessing how my-

iinini' IH pi onoiinced. "
( ilaiii'lng Inti ) the mirror to M O If her

criivvn was on htrulght , hho chmiod her
throatiis n hi iial to the public ( hut slio
was toady for Iho cait so [ htato.

. .IritgttVHXKIII'M I'loirhh.-
Doli'dlt

.

l''ico 1'ioos It's ii M < ooico-
IMilitishan thu''. kci pall his piomit-o-.

] ] ! the Amei'Ikin eagle a mityI-
nfT bind the ] oHtikhi wood pull
him in two. '

'Tain t tlio most moriil man that gits
the mint votes.

Some constitimnlh a ODII ''OSS-
man notunlv lo fiitnUii the lickot but to'drink it.

Wlmmin in pollitlckb IH like llnwoislu-
a pig pen-

.1'olitiklo
.

i cform wants t uni ¬

form sumpthiii ulso-
.Ollls

.

hoidln' ii-

IloncHtj is the bo t jinliihy of ) on can
git that on it-

.Nobodd
.

) has over nuule much lied way
quostlonin' the ( ( uv the leo-
laiation

-
uv independonco.-

Vhcn

.

Itaby wm tltiV , uc cam I.or f'ostorla.
When Klio wtu a ChiM , slio wind for '..ii.torla.-

AVlicu

.

thy bccnmo Ml *> , .bo ciunj to Castorla ,

Whoa Uia Jaa J CLitldi tli , tJia tave thti


