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ONLY PLAYING CERTAINTIES

Wall Straet Operators Taking Nothing for
Granted in Their Pusinees

NOT DISCOUNTING ANY

FOND HOPES

Erading Still Conservative, with n Marked
Improvement in Money Matters—Evi~
dences that the Sitastion i He.
comiing Deeidedly Mawier.

In his weakly lottor Henry Clows, the
Whall street expert, says:

“During the past weok, the atock market
has Mairly held the fArmness of undertone
exhibited the pravious week. The market,
howaver, Is so narrow and so entirely in the
hands of the professional traders that it
easily reflecta any change of attitude amodng
operstors nand at  the samo time affords
specinl Inducements to the ervation of Auctu-
ations. ‘Tho stubborn firmness of prives has
Induced a reductionof the short interest. An
aufavorable influence however hus come from
Bouston in the shape of Inree realizings upon
Ganeral Eloctrie, with & resulting decline in
that stook. Largo sales of Northern Pacifie
{ssues also tonded Lo wenkon prices momen-
tarily. The seusitiveness about time loans
still continues,  These varlous influcnces,
though comparatively unimportant both in
aetall nod i aggrogate, have proved sufi-
clont to affeot n lughly sensitive market and
to cause realizings upon the rallies Even
the good effect of a gain of #4,.500.000 in the
reserve averages of the banks only made the
pecasion more favorablo for the taking of
profits,

“The eourse of the sliver discussion in con-

ress oes nob ut the moment prove to be an
mportnnt influence 1n the stock market.
Not ot all because its great significance is
undereatod, hut beenuse in fte present stage
tha fssue Is not caleuluted to affeor fmme-
dinte wvalues. Wall street, perhaps, osti-
miotes the propabilities as b to 1in favor of
the unconditional repeal of the silver pur-
chnse  c¢lnuse, and that calculation un-
doubtedly gives biuckbone to the market.
But there is much aiversity of opinion ns to
what may prove W be  the first
effect of the reponl upon  the flnan-
cinl markets, That it will result  in
A geent and general revival of confidence
thers can be and there is little question.
But the present crisis s so extraordinnry in
Its nature and its workings that men are
cautious in esthmating how much effeet may
be expected from such a radical rellef as
this would be; and, morcover, in the present
pubilic mood, such a premium {5 put upon
doubts thut the solitary chance of an un-
favorabile decision by congress has much
more inlluence thon it ought. 1In other
words, Wall strect is in o temper to tike
little for granted nnd to discount no
mere hopes.  Besides, there 8 no  defi-
nite opinfon as to whut may be the im-
medinte effect of the repesl upon tho
money market. The currency machinery
hus been so fundamentally deranged that it
is not ensy to say what time it may take to
draw out tho millions of money held in hoard,
nor how long to restore the distrivbution of
currency into its normal channels, nor yet
how for the usual fall demund for cash to
move the crops may affoct the restoration of
the monetary equilibrium. Hence, whilst
ropeal would unguestionably cause a uni-
vorsal and immedinte return of contlaence,
yeu it is not impossible that some time might
olupse before the various financinl entangie-
ments were straightened out and the loan
market become settlod and ecasy,

“Congress scems to be steadily working
its way townrd n solution of the silver
question lo conformity with the wishes of
the great majority ol the people. 1t was
hardly to bo expected that members would
forego such an  opportunity of exhibiting
their orntorical powers, hence there Lias
been a great deal of waste tme over dis-
cussion i the house; but there is no longer
any douybt that the outcome in the lower
chamber will be a sale, if not u large mn-
jority, In fuvor of unconditional repesl. In
the senite, there is likely to be a similar
trifling with the public impatience for o ver-
dict; but the result In that branch of
congress may be regarded as being virtually
heyond doubt in favor of the nationul interest.
The discussion of this question brings out a
diversity of suggestions for n remodeling of
our currency and banking systems, nove of
which seem likely to result inany limmedi-
ate chunees, Thetr chiel signiticance les in
the fact that thoy reflect n widely prevailing
dissatisfaction with much of our monetury
and banking arrangements under tho law as
It now stunds.  This may suggest the neves-
nity of u conslderation of these questions at
no distant day; bur, as yet, they have not
become burning issues, and thereforoe are not
Hikely to held congress in session after the
silver question has been settled, but to ba
deferred until wt least the tariff and interoul
revenue legisintion hns been disposed of,

“The condition of monotary affuirs 18 fm-
proving, nnd to . greater extent than ap-
I\l":ll‘.’i on the surfoee.  So long as the banks

LIV Lo restrict thear cash payvments snd
currency is selling abt o premium nppenrs
nuces must be unsntisfactory, but although
these Ngures still romaln, o great deal is
boing decomplished toward their removal,
T'he nrvival of nearly 40,000,000 o1 gold from
Europo, and still more on the way, and the
Isaue of $12,000,000 of bank circulation, all of
which has been accomplished within the lust
Lwo or threo weeks, cannot possibly fuil to
work out an immense veliel, The banks of
this city must now be on the verge of o res-
toration of their reserves to the legal limir,
and thore can be no doubt that the country
banks are holding much more than the wyer-
age amount of cash.  When these fucts bo-

come officiully deolored, the spell of the
stringoney will bo broken auwd confldence
and vise will gain rapidly. In the meun-

Wine, there ape distinet signs in the mterior
elties of n more decided turn towarda recoy-
ery than has yot appeared at this center,”

FOREIGN FINANCIAL RLYIEW.

Btocks Quiet—Americun Securitles Take nn
Upward Tarn,

Loxpox, Aug, 27,.—1u sy mpathy with the
rise of the bank rate discount hus Fone up to
i}¢ for money ot sixty days wnd H
for thivty days. The Stk exchnngo
was exceedingly quiet lnst week, eyven for
August. Nalinn securitics went down rip-
ldly In view of the complications causod by
tho Aigues-Mortes affair.  Most of the
shanges In Amorican soourities were in fuyor
of the holdors on the strength of the im.
rovemont in the business situation o

vow York, J\’ll'hllii.'lll wortgange bonds rose
B points;  Northern Pacific  rose :
Unifon Pacific rose 15,3 Wabush, mortgige
bonds, 15,5 Wabnsh preforred, 11: Now
York Contral, 111 Central Pacitie shnres,
1}4: Lalke Shore, 14 ; Grand Trunk, second

referred, 1; Norfolk & Westorn ordinary,

1 Olilo & Mississiopl ardinaty, 4¢: Denver
& Rio Grande fell 1y ; Denver & liio Grande
preferved, iy,

[ Y
~u

COMMERUCIAL AND FINANCIAL.

Premiow for Careying Whont Fast Nurrow-
Ing to Normsl Dimension,

Cutoano, Aug, 26, —The premium forcarry-
Ing wheat 18 fast nurrowing down to normal
fimensions. Tne sproad betwoen Septewm bep
snd Decembor, which two or threeos days tgo
was 8o pir bu, narrowed 1o e today, The
sarriers had orders in ot the opening Lo tuko
Beptember and Docomber at §o differenee
Much was traded this way, but the buying
of Beptewber aud solling of Docember pre.
dominuted. The publio cable quoted wheut
futures firm and from 4d o \gd higher

The commercial agoucies in  their woekly
reviews of trade lodleated much improve
ment in conditions, with #5,000,000 ju gold
already imported in o fow weeks and more
coming. Bradstroet's gave the exporls
of whea! and flour for the week at
pearly 5,000,000 bu This was better® thun
Wils expected, Ou wp of tuls came the
Noew York bank statement with an increase
of $5,800.000 iu reseryes und otherwise favor
able.  This gave the markel its best bulge.
The local trade haying loaded up on the ad-
vanee, turned to take protits toe last hour
sud woakened the market, and the bulge
wis lost. No sales of cash wheat for ship-
wept worg reported.  The openlug was from
E‘:‘m Ao higher for September sud Decem-
o bhon sused o from Agc b0 Ko for the

and prices wars advanced from
| Altar, sased off from e to Ko, held,
stoady and the closs was 3o higher for Sep-
tombar And tue same for December ss the
cloning Agures of yesterday,

Corn was quist and averaged botter than

yestorday, shorts being more disposad Lo
take profits and the action of wheat having
a stimulnting influgnce, The market opened
nt vosterday's final Agures, was steady and
soon Advanced o, eased off from Ko to o,
ruled steady and av tne close had [ost fram
lgo to Mo,
“Thore was a o docline in oats In aym-
pathy with corn, and a rally of from o to
igo Intor on falr buying. Fnir seliing was
indulgea In when the estimate of 410 cars
for Monday came out, but nrices were not
materisily affected and the close was steaa y
At aboul the same to a shade over yester-
day's nrices

Provisions were vory firm. The advance
in the vrice of ribs yveaterday ald not hiave
thae offect of shutting off the eash demand
and consequently thoy were given another
hoist today, Business was not hoavy., but
the price advanced, as no one ssemed dis-
posed to sell more, especinlly for Septomber
delivery. Pork was considered relatively
choaper than othor ments and was wanted
by packers, who are sald to be eetting a
good profit on it hy cutting 1t into strips.
Some more of the shorts In Soptamber riba
wera forced to comoe incn the bulge, Pork
closed at an advance of 00¢ on yestorday's
closing, Septemboer larn gained @ije and
October 10c.  September  ribs nre 97ige
higher, but the advance in October is
only e

Estimated receipts for Monday: Wheat,
88 cars; corn, Y00 cars; onts, 416 cars; hogs,
L7000 head,

The leading futures ranged ns follows:

Artlelos, Open. | Hirh Low, Ulowe,
WHRAT— |

AVEiviis l}":\ lIl;:’ - “:m:: ﬁ:\;‘-ﬂ-uﬂ&

Sept, LIRS L3 ] LLLLE I i

e, . U7i| BRI uTle|  OiN
Conx - , ‘

AN coians 076 | 3}'_\“ A08§ UL

Bopti . AOTENHT | A7 Qidg | Aiiag

Y viinein hkl ] HSAR L UTsRAE AT

MY ccvinse 4084 | 409 40 | 40dea
DATHE -~ |

BOPL, «inas o914 v 281 | 20y

Ot AWy o M| 240

2y Ve Chlgais | L0Mam)

Suonr Bins-
Aug
Supt
Ot

Cash quotntions were as follows:

Froum—Duall, stendy.

Wiear—No. 2 spring, 60%¢: No. 8 spring,
f. 0 L, new, Ble; N 2 red, GO L6,

Cous—No, d6¥e; No.
LR

OAaTs~No, 2, 20%¢; No, 2 white, 20@27%¢;
No, 3 white, 1.0 b, 2082040,

RYE—No, 2, 44ye.
BARLEY--No. 2, nomlnnl;
800: No.4, 1o, by, now, 85he.

FLAX SEeD—No, 1, 41,

TIMOTIHY SEED—Prine, $0.45@5.60,

Ponk—Moess, per hiol, $18.90%14.16; Iard,
por 100 Jbs., $85.125@H.2215: short ribs, sides
(loose), 5545905  dry  sulted  shoulders
i !7.2:;47,7..’111; short clear sides (boxed),

8 yullow, closlng

No. 8, 1.0. b, new,

B8, 2605560,
3 “i’!; 15k y—Distillers' fintshed goods, por gal.,
11

SugAns —Unehangod; cup loaf, 814e; granu-
Inted, 6.57: standwrd A" Dige.

The following were the recolpts nnd ship-
ments for today:

ANTICLES, | MECKLIMTH, [SHIFMENTS

L ] ] L 12,000 4,000
Whonl bucicsiiisaianes A0, 000 45,000

COPN DL, arerinrermsanss H15,000| 205 000

Oatm, bt s aF [ S 0o0 | 103,000
Rye. bu,.,., . ‘.',|||m|

Birley, bu 5000 11.000

On the Produee exchange todny the hutter
mnrket was dull; creamery, 19@240; dairy,
170p22¢, Eggs, onsy: strictly frosh, 140,

s Sy

St. Louls Mu-kota.
8r. Lows, Aug. 20.—-Frovn—Fiem,
chuanged,

WaeaT - Unchanged: No. 2 red, cash and
August, h8ye: Septombor, 58%¢; October, Gle;
December, GOLEGGe,

Cors—Was u':-:ul: No. @ cush and August, 340;
September, 88%¢; 88'50c; Muay,
H IR

OATs—Lower; No. 12, cash, 283¢; August,
24¢; September, 28%c,
Provistoxs — Stroug,
#14.62%: lard, 88,10,
Burren—Unehangoed.
I-.'uus-—lhwhnm::.-if ¢
Receirrs—Floar, 8,000 sacks; wheat, 77,000
bu.; corn, 66,000 bu.; onts, 22,000 b,
SiiemeNTs—Flour, 5,000 sacks; wheat, 188,-
000 bu.; corn, 141,000 bu.; onts, 22,000 bu.

un-

Décewmber,

advancing; pork,

Unttun Market,

NEw ORteans, Aug, 20.—Futures steady;
sules, 27,600 bLoales; August, 87.07 pominal;
September, 87.07 Lid: Octobar, #7.1767.18;
Novembor, 37.29667.90; December, 87.3867.89;
dunuary, 8.04w7.50; Fobruwry, $#7.02@7.68;
Muareh, §7,70607.72,

Good middlin
midding, 6 18-11
recelpts, 615 bples;
wirts to Franee, 2,244
wles; sales, 160 bales;

Ne: middling, 7 1-182; low
guodl ordinary, 6i3¢; net
grows, B17 bales: px-
bnles; constwise, 2,877
stochk, 41,322 bules,

Live ponl Markets.

LIVERPOOL, . 2 —~WHeAT—Stoady; de-
mnnd moders lders offer freely: No. 1
Unlitornln, HsTd@5: 8d per contal; red west-
orn sorlog Wt bs Hd@os 6d; No. 2 red winter,
b 14505068 Od,

CoRy —-Stendy;
western, 31d per

BpPwnirs or Tu

domand  moderate; mixed

TINE—215 0d per cwt.
Cinemnaty Markets,

CINOINNATE Aug. 20.~WieAr—DBarely steady

No, 2@ red, S8c, o y

Cons-5tronger; No. 2 mixoa, 4165410,

OAaTs—Harely steady; No. 2 mixed, 20140,

Winsgv—Sweady; #$l.12,

OQil Murkets,
LONDON, Aug. 20 —CALOUTTA
Bpot, 418 104%d per |{uurl.vr.
LanNspen O1L—20% Bd pur ewt.
Brinirs oF TURPENTINE 215 4444 perewt.

LiNSEED—

Havans Mnrkots,
HavaxA,  Aug, 27.—Svaanr—Dull,
senrece.  Molusses  sugar,
polarisation, §2.76AL2.571

Brock
regulnr to  good,
+ gold per qulntel,

OMAHA LIVE STOUCK.

Past Weok Hus Boen One of Very Liberal
Ruceipts,
SATURDAY, Aug, 26,

The past week has boen one of very liberal
receipts, and receipts tor the month of
August prowise to be the Inrgest in the his.
tory of the vards for thut wonth, Receipts
for the past two weeks, with the fourth
weok of August, 1882 are given below:

Unttle, Hogs. Sheep
Recolpts thisy weelc, .. 12,054 37,018 4,600
Roecelpts last weel 111600 82,042 5 001
Sutne week lnst year.. 18,680 28077 5,779

Except during the pust two days the cattlo
market has been decidedly weak,with prices
on the down grade, Receipts have been
vather liberal, showing an fnoroase of over
1000 head compared with last week, The
trou pie Is there hus boen no corvesponding
improvement in the demand to absorb the
mcveased offorivgs.  The proportion of west-
ern cattle now coming forward is increasiog
daily while good dry lot boeves are becoming
searcer in about the same ratlo. This faot
will explnin why ripe corn fed eattle have
held their own faivly well the past week 1o
spite of n 15¢ to 25¢ decline in prices for the
ordinary run of partly fatted and grass
cittle, Local deessod beef mon coutinue to
1 onopolize the trade as tho tightness of
t opay aud the generally unsatisfactory con-
wition of sastern murkels make the road of
the speculative shipper u hard ons to travel
Fluotuations in butchers’ stock and canner
villues have been in sympathy witn fat
calttle prices,

It s rather remarknhble that in apite of the
depression in the fut cattle warket the
fecder trade hus been active wna gilning
streuglh overy day In other words while
fat cattle declined 150 to 20, foeder vilues

advanced just ubout that much.  Tho posi-
below Lho 95 per cont reguired by law. The
exhibit was even more favorable than nt

looked, for the bhunks, galoing $5,3804.000 10
cash nud BITT.ON o deposits, loans were
contracted #1280, while circulation -
ereassd $1O4L K, making the total Incresse
this month §L.044 00, Ina generg) way the
market wis streogthened by the recont ar
rivals of gold and t‘-um‘i:lluu that Lhe
Sherman silver bill will be repealed. The
riss induced some selling 1o realize profits,
but ut the close tho list was strong suu fipm,
The net gain for the any ranged from L T
%44 per cout, tho latter In Lake Shore and
Westorn Uplon, The towsl sales of listed
und unlisted stocks were 70,90 shares.

The Post suys: A notivenble festureof the
woeek closing today bas boen the improved
fevhing in sovoral trude centers. The rull-
road returns and the figures of the woek's
Erain shopments show tust the botter fosl
g is et atall due o frecer WoneY BOCoLmo-
dation, Improvement in the warket is

hardly percoptible.
the country’s clearing

T'he shrinkoge Iu
house exchanges, which faivly reflect busi-
Loss souiviy, s ssorwou 5, Tbe List wee

former and Lo for tha latter, becams frm ' tion of fenders | cortainly very strong and
leto I e for | with anything short of sxoessive reosipte

vhlues are bound to hold up well,

Another sncovraging fenture of thamarket
the past waek has 6 the raceipt and satis.
factory sale of several train loads of south-
orn cattle. They eame from Indian Terntory
vin the Rock Island, and as they get the
same rate into Omaha thit they get to Kan-
sas Clty, and so far have sold At an average
of fully Bo per owt better than at Kansas
City, 1t In bt reasonable to look for a fair
number of cattla from that territory, and
local packers will not always have to depend
oun Kansas City for their sapply of Texas
eattle, huying there aod reshivpiog here.

The market today was practically & repe-
tition of F'riday's trading. Aside from tho
inoroased receipts, conditions were much the
same. Thers was no outside demand to
speak of, aud although the-inquiry from
local houses was quite brisk with such
nmple oferings, sellers were gonarally ready
and willing o take steady prices when
offerad.  As a result the movement was tol-
arably free.  Good to cholee cornfed catile
wore  fully steady; other grades baroly
stemdy, Thore wasa load of fancy 1.531-1b,
beeves on sale that wore fancy enough to
bring #.90, the top price paid here |n
months, but #4to B85 bought very good
1,200 to 1, 200:10. steers. and the fair to in-
feriofr grades sold at from £2.75 to 81,75 Two
or threa big sirings of Wyoming steers,
welghing from 1,157 1o 1,873 1bs., changed
honds at 84 and 8,25 and the Indian Terri-
tory ecattle averaged 520 1bs. and brought
§2.25. The foeling wns not particularly
strong, but the movement was quite brisk,
and at the close there was little of any con-
sequenco unsold in the pens,

The cow market was not far from steady.
Compared with the total receipts, the offor
ings in this line were quite limited. 1here
was a very falr demuand anda the fifteen or
sixteen loads changed hands readily at from
The 1o §L.T5 for canners to £2 to §2.40 for falr
to protty good butchors' cows. Common to
cholce veal calves sold at fully steady prices
from 81,60 to $4.50, Hough stock was in light
supply and indifferent demand ot weak
prices

Stotkers and fesders continue in aotive de-
mand at improved prices, There were o good
many both fresh nnd stale feeders on sale
and the volume of trading was quite lnrge.
‘The bulk of the fair to good stock changed
hands at from #2506 to 8. Good to choice
fooders are quotable at $2.75(8.15; Tair to
p‘ﬂ‘]‘llhﬂh F2.0042.75, nnd common stuff at §.00
(@21

Hous—The whys and wherefores of the
contortions of the hog market the past week
or two are past finding out not to mention
explaining. In the drst place no one ever
heard of such heavy receipts in August.
Soma 8,500 more hogs were received during
tho past week than were here a year ngo,
muking the August receipts, so far, nearly
12,000 heavier than last year. There scems,
however, to have been an easing up of finnn-
cinl mavters at least, the netive aemand
from all sources and the readiness with
which the 87500 hogs were taken care of
would seem to indicate that money was not
50 fiwrd to get hold of. As monay becomos
easler the speculutive element will bogin to
cut quite a tigure in the trade and the
“Stocks of Provisions are now so low
that it will be a great desl easier to
advance the market than to pound it
Buyer and seller, producer and manufac-
turer are closer together than they have
been for years. They are afraid of each
other and both afraid of the market. Every-
thing now depends on receipts, and ths pros-
peotive supply of hogs is abour as well un-
derstood as the corn crop of 1804, At any
rite it is rather geatifying that in the face
of such exceptionully heavy recelpts there
should be an advance of 45¢ to 40¢ In values.

Heceipts today wers cansiderably
more than double last  Suturday's
run with no noticeable chunge

in the general quality of the offerings. The
heasy run with not very reassuring advices
from Chicago produced a very wenk foeling
at the opening, and when buyers started in
bidding S to 10¢ lower than Friday they
found some sellors ready to meet their views,
The strong close to provisions Friday stiff-
enod sellers somewhat, however, and when
#00d shippine orders arrived trading beeame
very lively, and at prices fully steady with
Friday and in some cases stronger. The
light and light mixed hogs were in the best
demand and commanded a loe to 20¢ pre-
mium over heavies, selling very Inrgely at

$5.20 and 25,80, with 45.95 for
hiel mark ° amd u few scatter-
ing sales at $5.10 and §.15. Henvy

and mixed pacicers sold mostly at $5.10 and
$5.156, with chofce stuff at $.20 and rough
and mixed loads at & and $6.05. The ox-
treme close was weak, but everything sold in
pretty good season, the bulk at from £5.10 to
#5.20, against 85,10 to £6.25 Friday and $4.05 to
$4.80 lnst Saturday.

Suegpr—"The market was again bare of
sheep for the third time this weck. There
is nothing new in the situation and prices
are quotably as low as they have been uny
time of lave, with the demand decidedly in-
different. Quotations: Fair to good notives,
1.00(@8.50; fair to good westerns, £2,00(w8,25
common and stock sheep, L5027 good
to choloe 40 to 100-1b lumbs, &3.00a4,50,

Reoeipts and Disposition of Stuek,
OMelal rocolpts and disposition of stock as
shown by the books of the Unlon Stock
Yurds compiany for the twenty-four hours
ending at b o'clock p, m., August 26, 1504;
BECELPTH,

CATTLE. ] HOGH, _| SHERP.  |HONSES & M1LS

Cars, | Head | Cars, I-h-ml :t"‘ll‘h.lll.o-.'nh i'.-m-). IlI--:id;_
110f27101 ] 1wel 7eiel |

DIRPOSITION,

MUYVENS,

[ ai:n.r-..‘ NOGH, [FTRED,
Omahi Packing Co, Ol I BT
The G. I Hammond Co.., a0 Bl
SWiNn& Co..eennnnnn, se 400 |
The Cudahy Packls 14

John P, Sqgulre &«
Siuemdr.........

Wissmath ,
Tabor & A.....
Chilcago 1, & P,
Hammond & 8.,

20
P. . Armour 10346
Shilppers ind | s | |
Left ovoer . 1 T IS fssvassns

WOLAL e vsnvas

Nlook in Sight,

Recelpts of live stock ot the four principnl
wosiern morkets saturdoy, Augost 268

Cattle,  Hogs,  Eheep,

Boath Omalin.,........ 2,711 7.812 —_—

OBICHRO: -0 anes , Gl 2040 8,000

Hunsas Clty .. o B,000 6,000 1,006

Bt. Louls. ... ... oeeee .. 400 1,800 2000

T e 8,711 17,112 4,200
-——'————-—.—.—_

DONALD'S LOVE STORY,

The breakfast room at the Greys'
seemed even brighter than usual, al-
though it was always cheerful, particu-
larly in the morning, when the sun
came through the east window and
ghone on the pretty, tustefully arranged
table, set this morning for six, two
more than usual.

Madgoe and her mothor were already
down, the latter glancing around here
and there, while Madge waited oy the
avproving smile that she was quite sure
of, and which s moment later grected
her,

“It Is all very pretty, dear; almost as
rjukﬂy as my Madge herself,"

Mrs, Grey slipped her arm lovingly
around the givl, who staod lookio g out
acress the shaded lawn w the road
up which the doctor was soon to drive
with their guests.  As the brght morn-
ing light stresmed across her, on its
way lnto and arvound the room, it lighted
up & sweol, calm, rather thoughtful
young face, whose faint rvose tints and
soft, golden brown hair even the scarch-
l"f sunlight seemed to think needed no
coloring save thut nature bad already so
kindly given, .

They seomed more like sisters, these
two, standiog with arms entwined, a
bappy Mlustration of the loving vonfi-
dence and affection that had always ex-
itted between them.

Y80 Grace aod Donaid are coming at
lust. Puor children! These two years
bhave beon looely ones 1o thewm; no one
ean il the place of such & mother as
Mary wus,”

“No, indeod,” Madge held her own a
Httle tighter. “But their aunt reully
does her best to muke them comfortable
and happy."

“I beliove Donald misses his mother
more then Grace does, He foisbed col-

lege a year boeforalhpr denth, didn't he,
dear? and was dvithome almost con-
stantly during those lnst months, while
poor littla Graoce spent them al the con-
vont,"

“Yes: and in ond ‘61 her inst lettors,
mother, she said: "When [ think of that,
it almost breaks my heart.' "

At this moment the door flew open,
and in rushed a ke object that but
half an hour before nurse had “'finlshed"
and called a “neat 1ittle gentleman,” in
the hope that conselous pride, once ex-
cited, might trivmph over sundry temp:
tations to be found in the vieinity of the
gtable, hen house, collar door and back
fence, and which, we regret to say, were
as a rule yielded to without a struggle,
and with frequent fatal resulis to differ-
ent articles of wearing apparel,

“Ted, Ted! Oh; Teddy, what shall we
do with you?"

What, indeed, shoutd they.could they,
do, with this hatless, coatless, grimy lit-
tle individual, who hsd only breath
enough to exclaim: *“They're comin’,
they're comin'!l  Seen ‘em from th' back
gate!” and subsided into the nearest
chair, where nurse soon ecaptored and
carried him off for necssary repairs,

Yes, you might, in adl probability,
call him troublesome, hut what boys are
not? And where, if you please, conld
be found such another warm, loving
heart, such a winsome face, such o par
of great brown eyes?

Yes, they were coming, had come,
and soon the little party were merrily
chatting, while the hot coffee, honey
and “wacubs,” as Ted ecalled thoem,
rapidly disappeared.

Jonald Durant’s father, dying, had
left the grenter part of his fortune in
the hands of his wife, to be used by her
during her lifetime, and at her ‘death
to be divided between their twochildren.

But Donaid, then a little curly-headed
fellow of 10, had been named sole heir
to the large cotton mills which had, in
the process of time, transformed a
Euulnt' sleapy little village, whose

ull monotony was only broken by the
advent of its weekly paper, into one of
the thrifty manufacturing towns of
New England.  As the village pgrow,
then came new demands. Former
luxuries seemed bare necessities to the
rising generation. Old, homely, time-
honored customs and pleasures, when

viewed from a modern standpoint,
u]Tunrml more worthy of ridicule than
indulgence,

In this little town, years before, Dr.
Grey und Daniel Durant had first met,
and  the mutual liking, ripening into
firm friendship, cast its genial glow
around the two families, drawing them
closer together in love and sympathy as
the years crept along.

S0 Grace and Donald, coming tothe
firesiae of these friends, felt for the first
time since their mother's death a re-
turn of that old home atmosphere which
seemed to have about it both the bitter
and the swect,

* - * - * * »

Coming down one ovening, as Madge
thought, some time before any of the
others had finished dressing, 57‘)0 made
her way to the little music room, which
had been fitted up by the unwilling up-
holsterer in a way which greatly vexed
tha poor man's conventional soul. It
hounsted of nothing particularly fashion-
able nor elegant [fu ts furnishings, but
you entered witha sigh of vleasure,
sure of perfect comfort in the old sleepy
hollow, the old 'rocker, or the deep-
cushioned windo'w seat with its pile of
dnwu?' headrests.

S0 Donald seemed to think, for thers
she found him with head esconced
among the pillows, softly humming an
air improyised for the occasion.

“Dreaming, Donald?” asked she,
coming across the room alrveady half
dark in the growing “twilight, and scat-
ing herself in alittle corner left by the
pillows she allowed her hand to reach
out and smooth the fair, curly head.

"No, not thiy time. I wuns really
thinking, Midget; am afraid I shall
have to leave you all fora few days;
there is some bother at Bolton about the
mills, and Simpson says he wante to
see me."

“Oh, Donald! It cannot be anything
of importance at this ime of yeary isn’t
it probable that—"

“Don’t know what's up, but old Simp-
son wouldn't say ‘come’ unless it were
necessary.”

“I suppose not: butit is so long since
we have seen you! [do hate to have
our pleasant times all brokenup! Why,
it seems as though you all have only
beon here twoor three days instead of
woeks.

“"Well, we must make the best of it.,
[ am sure it won't be half so dismal for
you girvls as for me, with not a blessed
thing to do in the long oevenings
except,” with a laugh, “when I run in
to see my little sweethonrt.”

*Your sweotheart! Why, Donald, you
never even told me you had one!” And
rising Madge walked toward the win-
dow, giving hima glance of indiguant
surprise that might have done full jus-
tice to a much worse state of affairs,

That lock or the reproachful words,
or both, evidently produced an impres-
slon of some sort, for the young fellow
rose with an uneasy laugh, strolled
around for a time in an ainiless fashion,
and finally seating himsell before the
piano allowed his fingers o stray idly
amonyg the keys, which, responding to
his mood and touch, gave forth a quick,
impatient ery, now a low, sweet, minor
strain, Tt was the lud's heart, not the
vold, white bits of ivory, that was
speaking thero in the dusky twilight,
and 80 Madge felt instinetively, ulthough
the thought had not clothed itsell in
words,

w L L] - L # -

Donald had gone. Not until the last
fulnt echo of receding wheals died away
did Mys, Grey and the girls turn from
the verandn, where but & moment since
thers had been such s pleasant con-
fusion of voices, Now how quiet itall
was!  As they entered the hall the old
clock seemed to be making u veritable
clatier.

Madge was thorougnly wretehed, and
when a letter came from Donald, kind,
friondly, confidential, saying that he
was weary of walting, and meant to
have the momentous question settled
definitely, one way or the other, she
folt that her eup was indeed full w over-
flowing.

“I shall offer her an honest heart, o
clean hand,” vead the givl. "I she cares
enough for me to tuke them 1 shall be
a very huppy man.  If not—oh, Mudge,
it will be & bitter disappointment, but [
cun Wy and bear it s & man should,
Lose her though I may, my life will al-
ways be brighter and {mltur for having
known snd twcd.her. Will you wish me
good luck? Somehow I feel ruther super-
stitious about your doing that; you know
soine of our seientists claim that weoften
exert an  unconsclous influence over
things and beings at u distance; porhaps
that is why?"

"It s too much! 1 cunnoot, cannot do
1" wud the pretty brown eyes fillud with
ears,

We learn that we have misjudged our
capuoity for endurance; the ery, “'1eould
not bear that, 1 could bear anything
wlse, but not that,” is uttered in good
fulth, but itis false; “that" is the very
thing we Lhave ta bear, and we can bear,
and we do bear.

For a time Madge stroggled w0 keep
buvk the tears that would come st the
thought of all she wust do, Tae letter
might be left unanswered, her trouble
was caslly disposod of, but only fur the
time heing) a dey was coming when
Dopald would require of them il to

woleome and love this strangar, and har
greeting must not be loss warm nor roal
than the others,

It was & hard fight, and many, many
tears wore shed, but it was over, and
into the tired hoart and fevered apirit
was creeping o enlm, saweot peace, cvol
and refreshing as the summer shower to
the thirsty livtle field lowers strotching
out their tiny arms in gratoful love to
the welocome drops,

- - - - - L] L

When Donald arrived they wore all in
the libeary, and ninid the pleasant com-
motion that followed Madge's ombar-
russmeont passed nnooticed: again, too,
at supper;, Donald was in the best of
spirits,

"Evidently affairs ara arcanged to
your satisfaction.” My, Grey remarked.

“Yes, air, quite so,"

The othors smiled and scemed glad,
but Madge felt a vicions little tug at
hor heartstrings at the bright, ha py
tones of the wvolce answering her
father's questions: simple that might be,
but not 80 Donald's roply, else why the
quick smile, immediantely greeting her,
as thelr oyes mot for an instant poross
the table? It was only a moment, but
Madye feltas if she know then, without
any further telling, how that other
question had been gettled—if question i1
might be called; for what sort of girl
nust she be who could look into that
face and answer “No?"

The early part of the evening passed
}ﬂvtwunt]_\‘. but after the doctor had left

or the village, und Mrs. Grey had taken
her departure on homely thoughts in-
teny, Madge felt that the atmosphere
was gruwinF rather heavy, and soon she
wae (uite clear of it, for Grace. giving
some excuse, what It matters not, rose
and loft the room, serenely unconscions
of two brown eyes wl:itfn'{ly following
the tail of her gown as it disappesred
through the doorway,

Now our Madge was as far from heing
weak or silly as she was irom being a
model of impassible perfection, and it
did not take her long to gather wits and
self-possession,

“Has father told you of his patients,
Donald? ®

“P’atients? No; why should he?”

"“He had two ealls from the village to-
day, and thoy look like typhoid fever.
Dr. Mitehell has a suspicious case, too,
Ho and father held a consultation this
afternoon, and they are a little afiaid of
an epidomic.”

“Of typhoid fever?
with you all"

"There's not mu=h danger for us here:
we are too far out of the village. Father
says if it should come he would stay
here, and you—you would take Grace
back. Weall hope it will prova nothing
but a seare—if not—"

She hesitated, then stopped short.

*Go on, Mudge, go on; if not,?"

"The last time we had anything of the
sort, years ugo, most of the women wore
terribly afraid. Nurses were hard to find:
mother was one of the few to voluntesr
and her hands were more than full. 1
was simply going to _say that if it hap-
pened again 1 should go with hee.”

“Oh! and yon think I would sneak off
like a coward, while you two brave little
women were ready to risk your lives.
My! what a glorious spectacle of mod-
ern chivalary it would be!"

“You know I ald not mean it that way,
Donald; some one would have to tuke
Grace out of danger.”

"I don't believe it {s anything more
than a scave; but if it is, I shall cer-
tainly take Grace to Aunt Florrie, and
{“Ht as certainly, little lady, will I be
ek on the very next day.

“No, Donald," and Mudge looked over
with a sweet smile, “you wonld not do
that; some one else has a right to de-
mund that you keep out of danger, and
for her sake you will,

“See here Madge! Wo had better
Imtasmpto this sort of thing right
iere. I thought after it started that
you would have nnderstood long ngo,"

“*Donaldl”™ The words came clear and
sharp, very unlike Madge's vsual soft

What wiil he do

tones. “‘Understand what? What do
you mean?”
“Mean? [ mean all this stuff about a

‘somebody else', the idiotic letter I
wrote, and that you have taken so liter-
ally: the conclusions you jumped at the
night before 1 left, and the misunder-
standings in consequence; it all came
from my talking of Tom’s baby—"Tom,
my old classmate.  We always call the
buby Swectheart, and when you took the
other for granted, 1, llke a fool, let it
rin on because —becausa—"

Glancing at Madge, he had stopped
short. [t seemed a ditferent person from
the Madge he had always known who
sat there now. The lips were pressed
together until they had lost all their
protty color; the sweet face was cold,
stern, almost bitter in its expression.
The brown eyes were looking straight
it him, but where was the old kindly
lHght? Was it any wonder? As the girl
thoughtof allshe had been made tosuffer
in conge(juence of this joke, she did not
feel inany kindly mood.

*You have not quite finished, Donald;
please go on.  You did this thing be-
cause—""

Courage born of desperation shona on
the young man's faco.

“Because | wanted to know whaether
you would care.  When at first you
seemed startled, T grew all too eonfident
and happy, s0 much so that [ almosu lost
my hend: you remember?  The iden of
thot letter came to me one night; 1
wrote s long alter midnight, and said
thut the onteome of it should shape my
course fop me, Foolish, if you like, but
oh, Madge, | loved you so."

The face ha watchod was not quite so
stern, and now the lips quivered for a
moment,

“Then T walted, waited, and as the

days went by with no answer, [ grew
more and more impatient to got back
where I might hear the truth from your
own lips,” Then the deep, rich tones
falterad and the voice grew low with
pain a8 he added: “Though 1 know it
now, without. T am sorry, terribly
sorry about the miserable misundaer-
.-;lun]tin;:: but, Midget, ns you dou't care
for me, why should that have bothered
you so?"
" Littie by little, as he had spoken, the
cold, uwnoatural look faded from the
glrlish face, and now & new light was
trembling there  For the flrst time
sinee his return Donald heard the old
happy laugh, but to his glad cars how
much sweeter it secmed than ever be-
[ora,

The pretty brown eyes looked ap at
him through a mist of happy tears, two
hands were reached out and tightly
clasped within his own before the last
sweet echo of the glel’s “*Buor I do care,
Donald!” had floated through the open
window and away on the soll, sweet
scented air of the summor night
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