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WHAT REFORM JUDAISN IS

—

Rev. Loo M. Franklin Dofines It as the Re-
ligion of the Prophets,

PLACES THE SPIRIT BEFORE THE WORD

An Tntelligent Exposition of Modern Juda-
lam — Addreassd to the Nebrasks Chan.
tangan st Fromont-Thaelr
Yiews of the Bible,

—

A very interosting discourss on ‘“The Mod
ern Jew and His Belie” was read by Rev
Loo M. Franklin of the Congregation of Is-
rael of Omaha, last Thursday, before the
Nebraska Chautauqua st Fremont, s brief
montion of which appeared in Friday's
dispatohes. The following is a copy of the
locture as it was delivered :

Ladies and Gentlemen: 1t is with no small
degros of pleasure that [ rise to address you
thiis afternoon, not only because I must fully
and most hea approciate the rare dis-
tinotion that is mine to speak before an audi-
ence such ns this, but also because the sub-
joct that bas been nasigned to moe for discus-
aion is one of which my hoart is full; one to
epread the knowledee of which 1t Is my
mission and my duty; and one for
which 1 hope to have enlisted your
interest and your sympathy cre 1 shall have
spoken many minutes.

I in the datly life of men and women thers
be one thing that s eminently essential and
l'nvmqukll.e for their happinoss and wall be-

ng, it Is the sympathy and fellow feeling of

thuse about them. {thout aympathy,with-
out love, without manifosted Mnm'!lh!p.
mnn's life boeomes lika s flower deprived of
rain and sunshine, that soon fades away and
lones all its loveliness. And if this (s so of
the individual, it ls pro-eminontly true of
the mass of individuals, the people, tribe,
community or nation,

It in the pages of history vou seek for an
exnmpls that shall be an apt and fitting

lnstration of the truth of what wesay,

to the story of outonst Judah,to the
trials and vribulations of that “tribe of wan-
doring foot, and you shall find that cast out
through envy, mahoee, hatred, from the high-
witys and the byways of the nations, its very
rosistance to annihilation became in
the eyes of Its nccusers a new ocause for
hatred, nrejudice and malediction. And has
this prejudice spent its foroo and energles
through declining centuries? Lot the perse-
oution of the Jows in that hotbed of tyranny,
Russin, ﬁi\*u answer to this question; let the
nots of the vigoted anti-Semites In Austria
and Germany give answer to this guestion;
aye, let the inequatities in politics and in so-
cloty in this our own beloved country give
unswer to this question, and I doubt not that
you will want no fuller nnswer.

It is not my purpose ot this tima and place,
my hearoers, to enter upon o tirade against
those who In the past and present feel it
their mission to anuihilate the children of
the stubborn tribe of Judah, for that would
bo entirely out of place and at best not at
all In  accordnnce with my wont; I
have prefaced this vaper with the romarks
niready quoted, because I belieyve most
firmly and most truly that ail dark fanati-
cism is the result of ignorance and lwok of
knowledge, and 1 believe that the oppor-
tunity accorded mo today to speak before
you on “The Modern Jow and His Belief”
will tend to spread true knowledge on a sub-
jeol that has been all too long misconceived,
and that with-the new light that shall be
spread there shall come greater tolerance,
greater  forbearance, greater liberality,
greater equonlity for s people to whom
throughout the centuries the words of the
poot have been applicable:

“The wild dove hath hor nest;
The fox his cave:
Mankind thoir country—
Isruel, but the grisve”
Frodoet of Centurles of Oevelopment.

And now, without further digression, lut
ua turn to our stibject, Thut which is known
us modern  Judaism is, as its name Lmplies,
of recent Dbirth. It not, how-
‘oyer, the spontancous outburst of
the present hour, but the dusl
growth, development and fruition of
conditions that have been forming for
well nigh o century pust, Nor is it the re-
sult of a creed formulated in conelave or
in conference, but it is the necessary and in-
cyitable result of cirvumstances and condi-
tions brought about by niatural causes.
While in the older countries and in the early
conturles the Jows were deprived of all the
prwlle‘zu that were accorded to their gen-
tle nelghbors, when thay were shut up in
the narrow ghuém of Itussin and of Italy or
confined  withi the *“Judengnsse" of
Germany; when they were harrowed
by the unspeakable and Indescribable
tortures. of the Spanish inquisition,
thers was but one hope, one ray of
light that broke through the impenetrable
dorkoess, and that was the consciousness
that of the religion of their fathers there
wihs no power stcong enough to deprive
them. Feeling that this was their only hope,
their only support, they clung to it with a
tenucity that words cannot dscribe; aye, so
fearful wero they that they should not rulfill
its overy mandate that they became slaves
to the very lotter of the luw, and in wany in-
stunces sacrifleed the spirit o the letter.
As  times  changed, however, and
the Jew acquired an equal footing and
position with his Christian nelghbor, tho at-
utude that he assumed toward his religion
underwent a change. His love, his zeal, his
fervor for tho faith of his fathors expori-
onced no diminution ; quite the reverso, when
there was graoted to him freedom of thought
and of armch he toved wven more fervently
than before, if such were possible, the re-
hgion for which he ind suffered so much.
But his love wos manifested in s diffcrent
way. Instead of clinging to it with a biind
adoration as something fearful, something
unapproachable, his eyes became opened,and
ho lovea his religion for 1ts own sako, for

the power it gave him to soar to spiritual
heights and to reach the very
pinnacle of human rfection  and

of God. Ana i this place it may be well to
emphasize o thought that cannot be too oft
re . The tendency established at this
time to look upon religion ns itis, and to
view i1 in the 117‘11- of ;:mﬁrm and of
thought, has survived all the manifold
changes that time in iis remorseless flight
has ht. Judaism wda{‘lwlurato- no
blind faith, or unreasonable lof; it asks
of its dovotoes o believe unsught save that
which can bo tested in the crucial fire of
renson. Progress is its motto, reason iLs
gulde, truth its hope, God its only stay and
support. .
Deed, Kot Creed,

With the change In attitude townrd his
nllglon that more Hberal treatment accord od
1o the Jew, it was but natural that there
should come n chavge in the maoper of
observing the mandates of his religion. In-
atend of elinging tennclously to the liveral
mesning, he ok refuge in the observation
of the spirit of the law., This necessurily

with it an abrogation of ritual cere-
monles. The passage in the holy writs or-
daining that the words which God had
spoken should “be bound upon the hand and
as froutlets beforo the eyes,” and

which ln antquity had given rise (o the cus-
o of binding vhilaoteres or according to
the “Thllin® upon the hend
arms, receivod a grander momnni in its

I' sense, thut the words of God
should be over present to direct the eyes w
the abode of slckuess and of sulfering and to
guade the hand 10 the support of tho weary
and the downtrodden of the earth. Fhis is
but one exsmple of the hundreds that might
be quoted did time permit, of the abrogation
of the vercmony for the grander lesson of
morality that the obsorvation of the spiriy

With this change in the luterpretation of

seriptural  writings, or wore properly
B8 oup novessary  ocouditlony
thereof, there  eolered  lnto  the
religious Lfe of the Jewish people
& more apirit, & b or

ive

Hbernlicy a:! the desire to not and live in
sccondance with the spirit of the age, and
concommitant thereto as might naturally be
an oponncss o resson aod W

ught before undreamed pf, Aud thus we
mmﬁ:.mluum up in s word the char-
nekeris that stamp veform Judalsm of
today s inalvidualistic and as distiocs in
seuses from the Judsisio of the early

E. I8 distingulshing warks Lhosa
we have already enumerated; first,

Its progressive and Hberal spirit; second, its
rnu to redson, aud third, its abrogation

usmsaniog cerenonics.

Four Shudes of Beilel,

Bul lest we make ourselves linble to mis-
hm&-u wust in this place offer &

word of esxplanation. Judaism recognizes
no soct within ftself; no lines of division
bounded by time or place; the Judsism of
today is in all its essantinl elements the
Judnism of 9,000 yeara ago: the Judaism of
Hussin, Germany and France Is practically,
in its fundamental principles, the Judaism
of Amarica. OF this wo shall 89y more at A
later stage of our discourse, but for the
preseant let this sufMee. 1 have thrown
otit thess romarks simply as a  koy

nota to what I ahall now pus  be
fors you. While it s true that
Judaism recognizes  no  division  into

socts, it is not o fortunnto as not to have
reprosontod within iself different shades of
balief, known by the different names which
wa shall here enumerate: First, orthodoxy ;
second, conservatism; thied, reform, and
fourth, radioalism. As already statea, in
the essentinl elements and i their funda-
mental principles, these four divisions are
practioally the same. The most orthodox,
a3 well as the moss radical Jew, belleves
firmly nnd anflinchingly in the onencss of
the Creator, andi in his worship the ono
ories out with as much  zeal and
fervor nas the other the words
that have become the watchword of lsrael,
“Hear, O Tsrael, (God is our Lord, God is
ona!” Both bolieve sincerely and oarnestly
in the Immortality of the human soul and in
the divine mission of man to strive to resch
human perfection. It is only im tho non-
ossentinls that they differ. Thus the ortho.
dox Jow lays stress upon the lotter of the
law, while his reform brother pays more at-
tention to the observation of its apiris, The
conservative Jew worships his God amid
mnny forms and coromonies; the reformer
and radical care for no ceremony that doos
not suggest to the mind and heart somo
nobler sontiment or higher thought.,

But reform Judaism is what we generally
mean when we speak ol modern Judalsm,
and in this sense we shall use that term this
afternoon, for in truth reform Judaism is the
Judnism of today, espocially in our own be-
loved home, America, and we have a right
W hopoe that as the shackles of ignorance
and the fetters of social inequality shall be
romoved from our poor brethron ncross the
waters that it shall become the universal
Judaism, for it appeals to that which in man
is most divine—his mind and hoart.

Elements of the Religlon,

But in its striking outlines roform Juda-
ism is not the offspring of a recent hour. As
ainatter of fact it is euemlallg the religion
of the prophets. Like unto the religion of
Isainh and Jeromiah, of Micah and the other
prophots, ours today Is a religion of deed and
not of creed—of nction, not of words. But
while this is especially true of reform Juda-
ism of today, we are not tho first to recognize
this truth. It is related 1 tho Midrash that
once a heathen approached the wise sage
Hilley, one of the most learned teachers of
the first Christian centary, and thinking to
thunt him addressed him ns follows: “If you
teach me all the tenets of Judaism while
standing on one foot, them will 1,
too, become a Jew."” Hillel, nothing
daunted by the fellow's impudence, st
once replied: “Truly, my friend, I ean do
as you desire, All the tonets of Judnism are
bound up in the singlo maxim: *Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.’ This is the
Inw—all the rest is commoentary thereto.”
Thus even in the early days those of ad-
vancoed thought recognized, as do we of the
reform school today, that truo religion does
not consist in rite and ceremony, in form and
dogmn, but rather in deeds and actions that
will edify the race of man. Turn to the
books of the prophicts and read what there
Is written: *“Behold, to oboy is better thau
to sacrifice,” are the words that the
aged Samuel spenks to Saul. And these are
the words that Isaish with prophetic fnspi-
ration addresses to the wicked poople of
Jerusalom: “When you spread forth your
hauds 1 will withdraw mine eyes from you—
yon, when you make many prayers I will not
hearken unto you, for your hands nre full of
bleod: rather wush yoursclves, make your
selyes clean, put away the evil of your aseds
from mine eyes—cease to do evil; learn to do
good."” And thus speaks the prophet Micah;
*He hath told thee, O man, what is good—
and what the Eternal requirath of thee;
nothing but to do justice; to love
righteousness and to walk Thumbly
with thﬁ God,” Thus {t must be
clear to all who hear me that with us the
command ia not so urgent to beheve much
s 1o do much, Still, let it not by imagined
that there are not fundamental doctrines to
be observed in Judaism as in other roligions
of the world. Ours is not an ethlcnl culture
scheme in which man is ghe center of tho
universe and his infinite mind the directing
and governing power that sways tho destin
of men and natlons, Our beliefs, thoug
few in number, are fundamental, it seoms,
Lo all religious thought, and, modifiea in one
way or another, may be found existent at
the basis of all religious progress In the
elvilized world today. A rough outline
of the ereed nas we toac iv
our children may serva most aptly in this
place to bring out the leading ideas in this
conuection,

What is Believod and Taught.

First—We belleve In the nbsolute oneness
and perfection of God. With us God is not
to be divided into elements, parts or persons,
but in His oneness He is absolute. He is
porfect In that “all woral excellencles find
themn hirhesl expression in Him,” Maao is
gifted with the desire and alility to become
Godlike, and thus to rise to the pinnacle of
human perfeotion,

Seond—“We

beliove in a futurs exist.
enco of the sonl

in which God shall deal

with it  according o His Justice,
power and merey. We do not
know how the future life Is con-

stituted, but wo glory in the teaching of our
religion thatall good and moral men, no
matter what their religion be, will stire in
the blessings of the future life.” “The Jow-
ish heaven, I beg leave to mdd In this place,
is not a place of definite size und position
wharo the souls of the just bask in the sun-
light of eternnl beatitude, but it is the state
of the soul, satisfied with Itself, happy in
the consciousness of duty well performed, of
i mission well fulfilled.” Hell, according to
the Jows, is not the pluce of fire and brim-
stono, but the stateof tho soul out of har-
mony with itself and its onvironment. Such
heaven is the brightest, grandest and most
heavenly heaven—such hell Is the darkest,
blockest and most gruesome hell,

Ba':: 10 pass oo 1o the other articles of the
cre -

Third—Wae believe in the absolute su-
premucy of the bible as the source of
spiritual truth.

Fourth—We belleve that love of fellow
u,um Is man's highes. and grandest obliga-
tion,

Fifth—We believe that there {s no per-
sounl Messtah o redeem man from his sins,
but that the only medistor between God
ond man is a lifo of righteousness. The so-
called time of the Measiah, acooraiog to the
Jews, Is only thut time when all men will
unite 1 the worship of the one God and live
together In brotherly love, peace snd har-
mony.

Sixth—And last, though by no means
loast, of our beliefs s that of the father.
hood of God, and the equality and brother-
hood of man.

In these six articles are contained the gist
and essence of all dootingl teachings fn
Judaism, but she views expressed, which to
some may appear as belng extremoly radical,
must undoubtedly suggest to the minds of
many of you who hear meo 0 question of no
mean importance ~“How dovs the modern
Jew regard the bible! To treat this sub-
}oﬂ exhaustively would demand 8 lecture

or ilself, aud a8 our time Is hwited, we

must content ourselves with the merest
outlines,

Froper Subject for Onreful Stady,

There la perhaps noother subject so nearly
rolated to the dally life of men, that is so
wrapped about with Lhe dark cloak of ignor-
auce, as 18 the bible, Other works of litera-
ture men read and study carefully in regurd
to the time and circumstances under which
they were written and cowplled bofore thaoy
aliompt to spesk of them; but of the bible
mon steeped in lgnorance sponk as though
l.l'l;"_:r)unew all about i, its authors and its

ry.

To some of our good friends it may seem
sirange and even a on my part to
bint even for one moment that they do not
kuow all about the tible. Hut such is un-
doubledly the case. But the fewest, ana
Lhuiy who have s compreheusive view of
biblieal literuture, and thoss individuals are
but the strangest exceptlons, have a
detinite ides of the time and circumstances
10 which the various books of the bible were

written. To most persons
exprvasive of o 1he tarm bidle s

very vague and indefi-
nite ides. They have an il de-
fined nouion that % s & hook writ-
fen ot one iwme and by one author

and porhaps they have even h

thetr fathers (udywouuqueuuy b:i::dn '1'?.;";.
be wrue) that that author was jusplired,
khoukh of whut inspiration mat::? they have

not eves the remolest
Those who Luagioe shat have & right

<d e

to talk of ths bible may be thrown into sev-
oral classes, but a fow of which wo shall
hers anumerate. In the first place there is
thoe lgnorant critho, who knows loast about
the bible, bul imagines that he has solved
all 1ts mysterica and  knotty problems;
thon there is the literal eritic who would
have avery word Interproted according to
ita vory letter; opposed to him stands the
mythioal eritic who would find no truth at
all in the writingsof scriptures; again there
is the so-called sclontific oritic who nrgues
constantly that the bible is op 1o
soience and hence must bo of little value;
and then there are s host of other critios,
each of whom had somo uniqua theory of
his own, and which is necesaarily in oppo-
sition to that of his next door neighbor.

Reform Judaism and the Wible.

Now all thesa thoeorles eannot be corraect.
Fithor the bible is inspired or it Is unin-
apired; elther one class of eritics works on
o false premise or the eriticlsm of the o*her
must fall to the ground, And tha question
arises—which s the correct view! From
the standpolnt of a meok theologian re-
presonting the idensof reform Judaism, we
shall in & meastre try to seattor the donbts,
that like clouds have gathered together and
obscure the brilllant rays from the sun of
roason and of thought,

How do we of reform Judiasm look upon
the bible! Hofore auawering the question
proper it may be woll to say a word in re-
gard to the manner In which we do not look
upon this work,

The bible is not, ns many supposa, the

uct of one time or of one pen. It covera

its production a period extending over
many centuries and bears upom its face the
mdubitable marks of various authors, Not
all of the books of the bible are of the samo
historieal import, and some of them must not
bo regarded ns s>urces of history in any
senuso, The bible is not all history, nor all
allegory, nor even all of a prophetic nature.
Its twenty-four books contain a substratum
of ench of these elements, though each book
has its own indiviauality and 1ts own defl-
nite purpose, .
It is commonly su by the ignorant
mnsses that the entire bible is the product
of rovelation, though even the most ortaodox
has claimed this distinetion only for the fAive
books of Mosea; but even whon applied to
theso five books the masses fall into the most
deplorable orrors. Many, in ploturing to
thomselves that mnjestic scone at Sinal's
height, when, above the battling of the ele-
ments, the voioe ol God was heard, proclaim-
ing to the terror stricken people the heaven-
written law, imagine the ity little else
than a gigantic mun, before whom ordinary
men appearod as pigmies. Bocause thelir 1g-
norance or their narrow-mindedness makes
it impossible to conceive & Deity who 18 tho
very center of the spiritusl universe (a con-
coption that base minds cannot reach), they
are forced to the very depths of sensuous
materinlism, and thelr God becomes like
unto themselves, a man, only larger and per-
haps mightier. If, ns I have done, you ask
the masses to describe their God, you
will find this to be the case.

Ginnlus is Inapiration.

With such an undersianding of Delty, how
uttorly erroncous must be thoir view of in-
spiration! Need we say that they imagine
that the fountain of inspiration ceased for-
over to flow when the last prophet quenched
his thirst in their refreshing waters!? Nood
we say that they suppose that none save the
biblical tenchers, however much they longed
for tnem, could taste of these most precious
watera? Well do you know this 1o be the
ease,  And yet no impression could be more
thoroughly opposed to the doctrines of mod-
ern Judaism than this one. According to
our conception ana that of all advociates
of relorm Judaism today, the
sources of inspirntion will never
dry up ns long as there remains a spring of
human genius to feed their hungry streams.
We believe that'every man of genius s in~
spired. We believe that every man who de-
votes himself unto the good of others is in-
spirvd; we believe that every man whose
thoughts are liberal and heart is pure and
unselfish 1s mspired. A Homer, a Virgil, a
Dante and a Milton, n Sponcer, & Stewart
Mill, a Morse and an Edison are as truly in-
spiredwith a mission:from on high as evor was
aMoses, o David oran Elijah. That wo admit
this does not curtail our admiration for
these chariacters of ancient lore; theirs was
a noble deatiny and well did they fuliill iv,
They were the first upon whom fell the
mantle of iuspiration, but they have handea
it down to future generations,

But wheun we grant this, frioods, wa seem
to hear you ask as did one of the children in
my Sabbath school but recently. If inspira-
tion continlies why can we not, after the ox-
perience of ull these centuries, form a new
and better bible than at first?’ The question
ot firat seoms o plausible one, but none the
less may bo easily disposed of. When we
say that the biblical writings are wspired,
or that their authors were wrapped in the
robes of iuspiration, we do not mean that the
words themselves of holy writ are in-
spired, for words are words and are of human
fabrication. What we mean to say is that
the ideas, the principles laid down therein,
are the product of lnalllrnl.iun. and the prin-
ciples luid down being comprehensive in
their scope—aye, allembracing—no mind can
ever reach boyound them and therefore tho
bible shall remain ever and unchaogeably
the sume,

Was Writtou for the People.

To the scientific eritle who would find con-
tradictions botween tho words of holy writ
and the text books of his sclences we would
say, that ne makes a great mistake In seek-
ing sclentific truth in o book of pure moral-
ity. 'TI'he story of oredtion as iecounted in
tho opening chapt®rs of Genesis was never
meant to be accepted as literally true, but
that the people might comprehend the idea
of u creative Kower, the story was couched
in language that would be intelligible to the
masses, Indoed, in the very fact that the
bible teems w overflowing with the ailegori-
cal lies its undying power. Bach man may
find some new truth in every uallegory. and
the oftener he reads it the grander wili be
its revelation to him. Were the bible writ-
ten in o langunge whose meaning lay on the
surface, it would soon become barren of use-
fuiness and instead of giving w man new
forvor with each repetition 1t woutd soon be-
come 4 tircsome monotuny devoid of any
virtue,

In this sense, and in this sense alone, the
languago of the bible Is inspired. But what
is more far-reaching in its influence than
language, the fundamental principles, are
the offspring of minds fired with the spark
of genlus and sot nglow with the bright light
of moral power—they are the more truly in-
nglmd and the fruits of thoelr inspiration
shail continue to ripen in the minds and
hearts of gencrations even yet unborn,

Such then is the polut of view from which
the modern Jew regards the bible—as a boolk
of moral law written by men inspired from
on hlfh with gemus unsurpassed and with
moral power unequaled in the sges past or
those which are to come,

Concernlog Other Roliglons,

Trusting that we have succeoded at lenst
in n measure in making this subjeet glear,
we husten to another theme Lhat we trust
will be as interesting to you us it is emi-
nently important for us that
it shoul be  properly and fully
understood, ‘Ihe subjoct referred to ls:
“The relation thut the Jew bears to his
nolghbor of differont religious counvictions."
‘Tne charge has often been placed sgaiust
the Jew that he is exclusive: that he shuls
himselfl up amwong his own kith aod kin and
will have naught 1o do with those who differ
from him in religious faith. Ir in the ages
past there has been some small messure of
truth in this acousation it has been only as a
result of continuous perssoution and mal-
treatment. Shall the slave fawn upon his
master and try Lo mingle in his company!
Shall tho one held wn by the strong
arm of the oppressed kiss the
hand that holds hiw down!. Shall the
victim of persecution siug the praises of the
tyrant that oppresses him? If not, how then
could the poor Jew of all the centuries gone
by be expectod w amalgamate and sssociate
with those who looked upon him ouly to sco
and to scorn him, who touchied him not with
Lthe geutleness aud of caress, but
with the strong arvm of the tyrant and op-
pressor; who spoke to buu not with words of
courage ana of cheer, but with the barsh
voice of command and (nsolence}

But thank God, as that look, that hand,
that volce has become milder, gentler,
safter, the Jew has become more brusiful,
80 that taday in the fullness of his heart he
would be ope with all men io all that makes
for better, bigher, purer life. And here let
e ewphasize 8 fack that cannot be o oft
ropeated. In books and periodicals we read
constautly offihe Hebrew race. Now let me
wall you, f is no Hobrew race.
The Jew does not represent such & distine-
tlon as is conuoted by the word “race; hie
represents solely and simply a ruuafunn
communlity striving for the establishinent
of & grand religious goavictlon, the oaeness

+-.———ﬂ —

of tha Oreator; in_all elas he is one of the
masses and as suct dhims rocogaition

Loyal npd Law Abiding.
Aa citizons n}'y!" merioyns, layal to the
i

flag of frecdom, thinxk that 1 can pgay it
without boasting that your J||:IT" w tell
you that of nll the ojdrons of this grand and

most beloved country thers Is note who Is
more peaceful and more Iaw-ablding than
thoJew. Wo look upon those who differ
from us, not, as matky suppose,as our natural
enemies, but wo ragara them as having as
full n right to thoig genvictions as the best
of us may cinim,  “¥lave wo not all ono

Father, hath not  God created all of
us!" we ory "ot In  the benuti
ful words of ‘e prophet.  Putting

aside prejudice of avery kind, we Jows of
todny recognize thay gl truth has not fallon
to our lot, but that It has voen scattored
donst o'er the lunds, and all pesple may
have gathered some of it. We recognize the
fact that sectarianism Is not relicion, that
bigotry s not belief, but that humnanity is a
graoder unit than the sect or ereod and that
therefore for the wolfare of humanity, it is
our duty to Jdo and to dare unflinchingly, We
look not only to our own salvation, but to
whatever {4 grand, elevating, ennobling and
inspiring in the religions of the world; we
are willing to take unto eursclves and to
ondmit it as part nnd parcel of Judaism, for
what concerns the welfars of tha race con-
corns as well the wolfars of the Jow—for it
is our absolute convietion that in order to b
a good, honorable, upright Jew one must
first become a good, honorable, upright man,
Manhood comes firat, roligion aftorward,

As | stand hovo, frionds, explalning to youn
facts, tho correct knowledge of which, 1 am
sure, will tend to reduce prejudice to n mini-
mum, now polnts crowd upon my mind that
I would fain explain w you. But time
presses and I fear that I have already over-
taxed your too indulgeat pationce, Hut one
more point | shall briefly touch upon before
concluding this discourse. How do the
Jows rogard the Rabbi of Galiloe, the
founder of the Christian faith! I
shall mot take time on this oces-
sion to explain 1o you why we do not
acoept Jesus as the son of God nor grant to
him divinity—but this [ shall say, thiut upen
Jesus the reform lows of today look with the
greatest respect and reversnce, for in him
they recognizo & mun who bustled for the
truth; nay, one who met the martyr's death
in fighting for conviction's sake., We rocog-
nize in him a groat reformor—a man great
and good, who lived in advance of his age,
and without whom eivitization would not
have reached its prosent height, for he has
proved to be one nr its most potent and im-
portant factors,

Oune In Parposn.

Thus, friends, T hope that I have this
afternoon brought cloarly before you the
modérn Jow and & knowledge of his princt-
pal beliefs. 1 hope that 1 have suceeeded in
interesting you i tho subject of which, as 1
told you at the outset, my heart is full, and I
trust that if you have heard anything today
of which you did not know before to tho
credit of the Jew, that in your charity of
thought and generosity of heart you may
cancel an equivalent of prejudice against
him if, in your hearts, you fostered any.

And now a word in conclusion. You will
admit with me,after what youhave heard this
afternoon, that though the outward garb of
form nnd ceremony may divide us, in our
hearta we are one, striving for the samn
grand object—the elevation of the human
rave to higher planes, to nobler thouglits, to
purer lives. You will admit that the object
of all church work I3 the same though the
means employed therdto be different: and
if such be thé' case why not join
hands and hearts tdgorher and one in spirit,
ona in humanity, work together for the at-
tainment of our objects, forgetful of tho
errors and predjudices of the past, If we do
this, then shall rellgion bo us 1t s meant to
be, the means of dreiwing men nearer to
each other and gearer o the God of all
humanity; then shall it come Lo pass as was
recontly written, “that nll religions concur
in o humanity, which is the vestibule to the
portal of God.”

—_— e
CUNNUDBIALITIES.

Ligo all pells walding bells also are dis-
tinguished by the ring.

“Why is it, Biily, ‘younnca jilted Miss
Brown. bul you mingge to find spmne excuse
to pass her house egvory night; theold spark
rokindled?” “Oh, no,"” roplied Billy;: *‘but
hercold and ehilling glances nre. positively
refreshing this hot weather,” =~

“Ah, me,"” said a six-months bride to ber
confidante, “I'm afraid Willilnm does not
love me any more. Invariably when he
comes home in the evening now, instead of
telling ma how much he loves me he wants
to know how soon supper will be ready.”

“It was n wise provision on the part of the
persons who wrote the marriage ceremony,"
obsecved Bounder just after the wedding of
his friend Rounder, “that there is no call
for some one to give the groom away. 1
could give some things away about
Rounder."

The addresses of a ybung man having been
declined by a young lady, he paid court to
her sistor. “How much you resembie your
sister,” suld he, the evenlng of his first eall,
“You have the same hawr, the same fore-
head and the same epss——" “And the
saino noes,” she added quickly,

The date of the marviage of Miss Emily
Rogera w0 Rev. Dr, Nanerede, assistant
rector of the American chapel at Rome, lhas
not been set, but it is said the wedding will
take ploce in the American chapel during
September. It will be quite o fashionable
wedding, as Miss Rogers is the daughter of
thelute Mrs. Kearney Rogoers and o sister of
Mrs, Louis Biddle, of Philadelphis,

Those young ladies of Chicago who enter-
taln matrimonial designs on tis highness the
mahurajuh of Kapurthalo, may as well
abandon them unless they care to share con-
nubial bliss with eighty other wives, the
number credited to the potentate, Ho is
now headed for the World's fair and is sajd
to hoavo an pssortment of his youngest und
best-looking  better halves or better
clghtieths, with him.

Moses Williams, colored, lives on a farm
about five miles cast of Fayetteville, Tex.
He 18 05 years old, but no one would take
him to be more than about 50, He was mar-
ried twice and hind born to him forty-five
children. By the first wife he had twoenuy-
three childrén—throee boys and twenty girls
—aund by the socond twenty-two children—
two boys and twenty girls. He says he has
about forty grandehild ren.

One of tho nowest ideas for earrying flow-
ers for bridesmaids are the green wickor-
work watering pots, filled with lilies of the
valley or any othor bloom suitable to the
dresses, 'l'hu{ have this advantage, that
they are 80 placed that they appear as if
they were growing, und the haudles of the
watering pots are tied with colared ribbons,
This1s even pretiier than the high-noeled
shoes filled with flowers which used to be
slung from the arm: Other novelties aro
ribbon chatelaines, with small bonguetd
hanging from the eugds pf ribbons,and brace-
lets of flowers to carpgspond,

In Miss Helon Qopld gngaged to be mar-
ried! According to b nrlf provalent rumor
the daughter of Jay'Gould will soon wmarry

& young man of largé‘wealth, whose name
often appears in tMe slewspapers, A Chi-
GO0 paper cama owilast weok with ‘an
authorized statementy' shat Miss Gould had
socured the unanimous consent of the other
heirs to Jay Gould's gujljions, which is re-
quired by her father "'ﬂ"" 1o be married in
o year. Miss lluluu‘!}f Idis o young lady
th an unusual gify ofwood, womunly cowm-
mon sense. The posision of Miss Gould
would tugn many y lndies' heads, but
in the management r part of the estste
and in the general rvision of & large
household AMiss Gould has shown the cool-
ness and forethoughis avhich characierized
her fathoer, 0o
Annie Thomas da fthe oply woman in
Kamanis county, mel Wiashington. She
is o squatter und nvvs n Hattlesuake Hills,
Thero has of lute been 8 great swrife for lier
hand in marrioge among the rough setilers
of that reglon. Madk Monley and Jerry
Woods seemed to be the highest in her
favor, and so it was flonlly agreed that
these two men should settle the question
between them vy o due! with bowle koives,
After s desperatle fight in which both were
wounded the battle was declared o draw.
1t was then agreod that the matrimonial
question should be soltled by a gawe of
seves-up. T'he fortune of cards favored Moy-
ley, aud he was declared the winoer of the
squattor bride. A parson was called in to
assure him his prize.  “The flckle Aol had
a long tallk with the parson, and, though
she had pever secu hn before, she at last
avnounced her iusention of marryiog the
parson bimself snd pot Mouwley, In vaio
did the hero of the bowie knife duel and the
victor lo the gamy of seven-up objoct to this
ding. T'he woman was firm o her
tention, avd the upshiol of the watter was
that the parsou gt the wowasa

HOW CHARLEY FOUND HIS COURAGE

W. H. Ovesvingham in Short Storiea,

Joseph Simpson swooped down on the
range country, built himsel! a little
shack in the bottom of an arroya whore
bubbled a spring, and thon started in
the cattle business. He had one poor
flen-bitten galloway and one broncho,
The broncho was a pinto, watch-eyed
and sprung-kneed, and all down his
right side were the brands of his pre-
vious owners, with their countor brands,

reaching from his oears to  his
fly<disturber, and all over his left
gide wore numerous  mathematical

onlenlations, with an oceasional sign of
the zodine burned in by way of variety.
The galloway cow Imi‘md s0 lonesome,
and the pony was so  dejected, “that Jo-
scph Simpson did the best he could the
next spring —rustled around before the
regular round-up started, and the result
was a numerous progeny for the friend-
less cow and the dejected pinto. Joseph
Simpson's succoss only served to whet
his ambition, and so ha went on inereas-
ing his cow and horse herds; but,
strangoe as it may appear, as the blank
page of Joseph Simpson's inorense books
were rapidly filling, his neighbors noted
corresponding falling off in the vensus
of their respective hords.

The following winter the gulloway got

nipped in a blizzard and the pinto also
sank to rest under his \re!ggl of yoars,
The next spring Joseph Simpson formed
o eattle trust.  The capital stock com-
I!riscd the now numerous relies of the
ate galloway and pinto, and one corpo-
rate soal. hero were no certificates,
80 the seal was heated red hot and im-
ressed on the stock itself. Sometimes
t was impressed ovor the brands of the
legal owners, but most of the time it
only eame in  contact with mavericks.
Cattle men were opposed to the moves
ment, but it lourished nevertheless, and
the property of the trust went on in-
ereasing to an_ extont almost startling,
“Rustler Joe,” as the president, vice
presidont, socrotary and range foreman
of the cattle trust was now known, was of
stuch an impulsive, sensitive nuture that
people hesitated to take the initiative
and converse with him on the subjoct.
One man did mention the matter, and
the way that IRRustlor Joeo handled his
nickel-plated, solf-cocking articles of in-
corporation caused such coolness to
arr]ng: up that the man never spoke of
the trust again, In fact, he never gpoke
at all.

Then Joo took to himself a partner,
Where that'partner came from nobody
knew, but there he was—tall, handsome,
long dark curling hair and mustache,
he was certainly an ideal of physical
manhood.  And, then, his spurs were of
solid silver and had little silver bells
hanging from them; his sombrero was
of the finest make ana the crown was
encirelaed by a bullion band; his re-

volvers were silver-plated  and
pearl-handled, and his saddle was
silver mounted, with gold em-

bossed on the top of the horn,  People
looked wise and said that masses were
being sald for the soul of the Mexican
that had owned' that saddle, but, they
were careful not to talk too loud. The
partner was known as Charley.  While
Joe was the possessor of an unlimited
amount of “sand,"” it did not take people
long to ascertain that Charley possessed
a very limited quantity of that very de-
sirable commodity. and when a diminu-
tive Mexican first insulted and then,
while under the influence of meseal, as-

saulted Charley unpunished, he lost
prestigo entively,

The Mexican  disappeared not
long aflterward, but as it was

only a case of missing greaser, 1t did not
attract much attention.

It was now nearing the third spring
since ‘Rustler Joe” had scttled in that
soction, and his neighbors nodded to
each other, grinned and remarked that
the riders of the “Spade Bar Sleoping
5" band were ant to get “‘contentions”
when Joe and Charley started in, and
that there was going to be some fun.
The outtit referred to was just in from
Texas, and the boys in it had a reputa-
tion for being able to “smoke” a man at
the dropping of a hat. But this cir-
cumstance did not appear to phase the
purtners at all, for they kept on at their
work of increasing the size of their
corrale and making all preparations for
a very busy season,

The evening after the roundup had
begun, ana while the young and old

cattle were all well bpunched, Joe
and Charley started out, All na-
ture had taken on its brightest hues.

The new grass was of the most delicate
green, the eactus clumps wero ablaze
with blooms of yellow, orange, pink and
whita, the sky was faintly tinted with
the roseate colors of the coming sunset,
and. the snowy range glinted and glis-
tenod as though crusted with dinmonds,
and the near hogback foothills began in
blue and graduoally [aded into a soit gray
in the distance. A few Insccts listlessly
chirped snd hummed, while from here
and there came the shrill bark of a prai-
rie dog or tho dismal hoot of the com-
panion of his burrow, the owl, But the
two men paid no attention to the beau-
tios befors them, They were on a
mission; they woere ous to “pineh” some
promising mavericks or some equally
promising calves, they did not care
which. t‘\'llil_u the maverick was con-
sidered common property by every cat-
tle thief in tho country, the calf still ba-
longed to the brand that owned the
mother cow.

A few rods off grazed a cow with a
calf at hor side, The cow bore tha brand
of the Texas ontfit,. Tho calf had not
been branded as yet, and the partners
dropped a lariagt over the neck of the
little animal, which gave one fright-
ened snort, o faint bellow, and then
fell, half choked by the rope around its
neck.

“Tie her up,” said Joe, and Charley
took a few pieces of rope from his sad-
dle pockets and tied the four feot of the
call together,

“Guess I' take & hand In this yere
jack-pot!” ealled out a cheery voics, and
tho next instant a knife hud out the
vopes and the frightencd oall scurried
off after its mother. Oneo of the Toxas
cowboys hdd come up unseen and had,
with unegualled effrontery, intruded hig
presence on the cattle trust,

of the lines of his face and
jaw protraded slightl
“Heckon
longe to us,” said he.
olaim ft."
“Thet calf goas with its mother," sal

the interests of my company.”

the young man.

riding boots,
shoulders—and
ing S" outfit was one man short,
Before tho report had
fore the smoking rin
barrel had brokoen, lﬁ

pitched back uvon

reatns and saddle

oaused
oeyes of Rustier Joo,

as bul

horses. But

the trust were well

ldlﬁv increased,
The foothills were

Charley's horge atm;]:
badger hole, throwin

ing on the horn of the saddle, which
was driven full length into the hard
earth, The fine bay volled over, maae
o few attempts to regain his feet
and then sank back with a groan. His
leg was broken. Joo by this time had
ridden back and dismounted to assist
his partner. A faint cheer came to his
ears across tho pralvio from his pur-
suers, who were now lashing their
ponies with their quirts, having seen
the horse go down. Joa ground his
teeth and loosed his belt from which
hung his weapons, cast a look at the
groaning bay. glared at the crowd of
rapidly  approaching cowboys, from
whom ne neither expected nor desired
mercy, and then down at the sitting
form of Charley, from whose forehead
triokled a tiny stream of blood.

“*Wa're hard put to it,” he muttered,
“Guess this yere boy's got more to live
for than T hev an' the two ean't ride one
hoss, T1'll take my turn at it.”

The pursuers were quite near now,
and again their pistols bagan to crack
and tear up the earth a few yards from

bim. He seized Charley avound the
walst, lifted him high with
muscular arm and  dropped him
into  his  own saddle on the

back of his beloved gray—War Eagle,
Charley faintly expostulated, and for
the first time Joe had a slight fecling of
disgust as he looked at the drawn face,
those wild eyes and quivering limbs, all
bespeaking un emotion to him almost
unknown—fear. The feeling was gpone
in an instant, and as soon as Charley had
guthered up the reins, Joe brought his
hand down with a resounding smack on
the horse's quarter and the noble animal
respondod by a few bounds and then
broke into a furions gallop, heading di-
rectly for a little canon in the hills.

Charloy, enrsing his cowardice, in a
frenzy of despair at the fute awaiting
his friend, who had not a - word t sa
even at the last against him whose cow-
ard shot had brought this trouble on,
still lackod the courage, the will to turn
his horse's head and go back and
fight with that friend—and so
he wurged War IEagle on, on
on throogh the foew short moments
that seemed an eternity, and then
turned in the suddle and looked bohind.
He saw Joe staggoer and  fall limply to
the earth, two of the range riders piteh
from their saddles and two bronchos
rush riderless from the mass of men and
horses, and then came the reports of pis-
tols fnintly to his ears. Ho eried aloud,
he again cursad himself the day he was
born, shook his clenched fist at the blue
and gold arch overhend and thon—then
he stuck his spurs in his horse’s flunks
and the beautiful animal sgain sprang
forward., o was very near the mouth
of the canon, If he could gain that hoe
might escape Into the mountaing, and
some day he would come back—when
this affalr had quicted down—
when he had found his courage,
He again looked back. God above!
how those Texuns beld on. They had
sgain taken up the chase. The gray
was breathing heavily and Charley
knew that, while on the plains nothing
conld approsch him, once in the moun-
tains the welght of his horse would be
against him and that he would be no
makgh for those tough little bronchos,

In betwoen the walls of red sandstone
thunderod the gray and Charley felt o
chill at the short inweval of time be-
twaean his passage and the echoes of his
pursuers as they also entorod. Thae
canon was dark and gloomy, tho dusk
was rapidly coming on wand from the
mountaing be sond came the faint rumb-
lings of a storm.

It was now two miles sinece
the walls of the canon had been
etnered and every foot of the
way up the bed of the dry

creck the walls on either band seemed
to grow more precipitous. Thoe sound of
the mountain storm inereased, and with
iteame a faint swishing that cansed
War Eugle to throw his head in the air
and snort., This sound increased,
Charley looked back, and through the
shadows of the ganon could see tho Texus
boys serambling up the sides where it
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not a musola, bat there wes a hardoning
hiz lower

ront know {hot maverick be-
“Weo ropad it an®

the Texan, “sn' I'm yore to look after

“Yor heard what | said,” replied Joo
menacingly, as he made s motion to pass

A slight move of the hand toward that
snakeskin bolt, where glisted a 44, then
a crack from Charloy'y pearl handled six-
shooter, and the cowboy sprang into the
alr, came down on the high heels of his
nis
the “Spade:Bar-Sleop-

died away, be-
from the grensed
18 little clump of
cottonwoods at the laft resounded with
shouts and cowboy yells, horses plunged
and whinneyed, and, in an instant, more
than a dozen range riders came tearing
oviar the prairie toward .the two men,
their sombreros I’l;mlﬂng. their rawhide
aces rattling, and

ﬁnur{shingh their '“irons™ in a way that
a hard light to come into the

“Puil your freight,” shouted Charley,
and in a minute he was gailoping aeross
the sun-baked prairie nl.raig'ht for the
foothills, with Joo close behind him,
little \:ul"l’s of dust jumping up noar them

ots from their persuers dropped
around and between the legs of their

monnted, and the little bronchos of tho
cowboys were no mateh for thoe long-
limbed, clean-cut states horses, and the
distance between the two partics rap-

ulte close when
his foot into a
his rvider, the
horse turning completely over and land-

wns less stoap than hers, while theie
}{mnlm. standing in & eirelo with honds

own and bunched, huddled oloser and
closor.  What had caused these cowboys
to laave their smddles?

Charlay was in the bottom of the basin.
Ho would ride to the uppor rim and see
what had alarmed his pursuers, Thero
wasa ripping, rosaring, grinding, that
each moment boeamoe foudor, while the
lightning’s flash came nonr and nearer;
trees were ront, and their splintering
added to the din: huge bBowlders wore
torn from their basey and came toaring
and rambling down,

Charley gained the upper rvim of the
basin,  His blood froze in his veins; the
gray gave a bound that unseated the
ridor and threw him to the earth,
Uharley partially arose and then again
looked up tho eanon. Oh heaven! it
was a cloudburst! A black wall of
water, foam crestod, was oven now
speeding toward him,  He must fly,

Tho walls of the cannon were so atoap
that it seemed impossible to gain a foot-
hold.  He sprang at them. He tore
with his nails at tho hard rook antil his
hands were laceratod and his fingor-ti
shradded to the bone. At f:’.ql m
gained!  He was going up! He caught
at tho twistod bough of a gnarled moun-

u‘;in pine; ho gave it his wolght,
The treacherous bough  groaned,
then snapped, Charley slaggoerod,

clutched wildly nt a limb just out of
reach and pitchod headlong over the
twonty-foot wall he had gained, streikin
on his left shoulder. He lay stunnoc
for one briof moment, then sprang to
his feet, hia loft arm hanging limp and
motionless. Mo glancod wildly after
his horse, whom he could distinotly see
stumbling over the loose rocks oi the
dry water course toward the little bunch
of bronchos, Ho looked up at the ridgo
of the hogback where he folt, rather
than saw, his pursuers, Then he
thought ni Joo,
Ho turned toward the wall of water,
his head erect and fonturos composed,

and slowly lanid his hand upon his
breast,
Charley had found his courago,
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Charley visibly paled, Joe changed
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