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WITH THE COSTERS OFLONDON |

| S——

Their Everyday Life an Untilled Fiold for
the Novelist.

PECULIARITIES OF THE COSTER DIALECT

Wakeman Tella About the Short-Fuaired
Fraternlty of London - Low Hred
Originators of Slang Plirnsos—

Some Cholee Kxpressions,

—

[Copurighted, 1893

Lonnox, June 6. —[Corvespondence of Tne
Bee |—During the somewhat extended
period in which 1 nctunlly llved the dally
Hfe of & costermonger In London, many in-
toresting obsorvations and exporiencos, nside
from those connected with the immedinte
concorns of buying and hawking vogetnblos,
fish, flesh and fowl, were naturally resultant
from my associntion with “Slumpsy Jem,"
the coster, nod his wife Beoky, and what
may be regardod s the avistocratic coster
soctoty, to whieh our signal financial success
ppeadily gnve us admittance,

It may not have been an orlginal discoyery
on my part, but I was soon convinced of the
porrectness of a ourlous series of surmises
growing out of much previous observation
nnd study of the habits, mannoers and speech
of london folk in general; & conclusion
which seoms worthy of extended disoussion
by others more able to make exact and

uthoritativeg rompnrison.  This was. in
eof, that thA wona fe things we call “cocle.
nayisms,” in npn?ﬂ and mannoers.ronlly have
thelt origin chiefly among London ooster-
mongers,

It {8 axcecdingly difficult to make this clear
to those who hnve not lived In London and
nlso in lnrge cities of other countries long
enough to hnve caught that exceedingly win-
some feature of all great, old and compact
communities which, for o berter name, mnay
bo called “loeal ecolor,’ Observation will
noarly nlways disclose it to largely consist of
the refloxive influenve upon higher classes
from unigque or outlandish lower clnsses of
that goninl diablerie and humorous or tragic
roalism of the lowly almost instontly trans-
formed into the wit, humor, repartee and
“slang'’ of those above them, until in degree,
hablt of speech, form of the commoner
colloquinl  expressions  and  even  dis-
tinotive mnnnerisms, become  fixed
charactoristic with and upon that grade of
folk closest in' mind, fecling and vocation to
the characterful lowly people whom I.!lulv
have consclously or unconsciously imitated,

Thus I have heard in noted Paris salons
the common jibes of the eanaille and the
houleyardicres, from lps aulte unconsclous

f bholr ordging in Ameriean clubs and draw-
g roows. countless cant and patter expres-
slons alrendy long previously disearded in
New York's Bowery slums, whoere thoy fivst
took form: in the tinest Ndinburgh homoes,
the wise, curt and droll sayings of Newhaven
flshwives nnd the denizens of Cowgnte and
Grassmarket, and from London coneort hinlls,
up through London olubs, past English
enstles and noblomen's city homes, to the
floor of Parlinment itself, the latesu epithot
and newest cateh-phrase of London costor-
mongors, colned by my coster frionds in mo-
ments of “Tour-ule” inspiration of free smolke-
fngroom concerts, ot Ypenny gailfs,” or in
vallant blackgunrding battles with Covent
Garden porters nnd the glib-tongned “mob-
bers' or fish carviers of ancienl and odorous
Billingsgato.

As to “‘cocknoy"” London folks high and
low, clonr and distinet loes may be deawn,
The coster is the typical, indeed the genuine
eockney  His vernacular which is so out-
Iandish that one hos to hove long aequaint-
ance with it to understand it ot all, is not
slang, boeause it {8 original and unafected
mode of expression,  His swagger, his
uncluous oaths, his terrible objurgntions, his
impulsive generosity, his reckless gambling,
his fondness for pets, his roving ways within
the great olty, his grotesgque apparvel, his
avorsion to n fixed huabitation, his suspicion
of anything savoring of religion, his uncon-

uerable agnosticism, his self relinnee, his

talism, his fondness for his kind and kin
and yet his seeming brutality in all domestic
relntions, hia hariness and his tenderness,
and his almost stern and Spartan Joynlty to
has friends, his race and his teaditions, are
all inexplicable and tantalizing to ono study-
ing his character little or long: but they aro
absolutely and inviolably his own. There is
wot an fotn of protense, hypocrisy or nffectn-
tion about him, Because of this millions of
London's lowly.next to him ln the social scale,
have in from 400 to 500 years timoe been un-
conscious Imitators of much ¢f his speeeh,
aome of his moanners, o good deal of lis
swagger and blustor, and not a little of his
hardness anid brutality, All these latter
folk are often genorically regarded as “cock-
neys'' Bul their cockneyism is nssumoed,
oopled, unrenl,  Consequently it is os offen.
alve to the intelligent Englishman, whio
often errs In mistakiog it for the genulne
article exclusively possessed by the coster-
mongers, us it s to the wondering Amepis
«an, who knows nothiog whatover about ls
orliin.
here is another oluss of folk in London
and thronghout England immensurably lpss
in nuniber and real lmportance, but inex
pressibly wore omniprescnt und offensive,
who masquernde as “cockneys” and who,
more than nll others, bring the true costor
cocknoy into pormanent disropute. They
are o sort of chromo cockneys wheén the
genuine T'urneresiguo rods and solemn Millen
grays of the true cockney coster are brought
into analytic comparison. ‘They comprise o
mixed and morrned muitituae of London
men-about-town, answering sotwewhuat to the
dudo Cholly Wobblers of Auvoricu—young
noblemen and other choica aristocrats who
“goin for o long pull andna strong pud, '
kneow.” To whese are addod a few flash
Journnlists, | nm sorry to say, fellows who
are on the outskirts of even the lowest of
London Doheminns; not wmuny actors, for
London nctors are alimost invariably London
gentlomen; some hangers-on of clubs; all
purilists, sprinters, horsemen, jockeys and
professional sporting moen generaily; thous
sands of music hall performers and the other
thousands of “Tommy Kot gulped out of
tho free siwoking-rosm concerts of the public
houses, who are found every Monday wora-
Ing ot their weokly “Poverty Jutetion™ sym.
posium at the corner of York and Waterloo
roads, pud tens of thousands more of Lon-
don clevks and apprentloes —yvaocuous and
sainglovious “Simon Tappertite —tled with
fine freney nnd mock hLoroies thiat they mny
aver bear tho, to them, true British Stamp
of the cocksure cockneys and boery ruflians
62 tho hour,

All of these chromo cockneys novor open
thelr mouths without effort to outdo their
moral and moutal superiors, the coster-
mongers,  They oceasionally break loose
from thelr London environment snd teavel

Ireland, in Scotland, on the continent and

Americs. (Thelr oaths are “Strike mo
Juclky 1™ e bli me!™ and other unprinta-
ble coster improcations. Their ojaculutions
are “Gowd's truth!” and tho like, Thelr
qualifying anin emphasizing adjectives are
Shinwsted," “bloomin',” and “bloody." A

min or thing is “a rum un”  Aslilling

B “hob ;™ asoverelgn is a fquid ;" adonkey
is 0 Ymokie;” o cab horso s “ont's meat:” Lo
drink Uguor is to “take u wet!” a gloss of

I8 o “tankard o bitter;" every one ac-
costod s guviernor,” and s woman is
*donah™ or o “cow," ‘I'nls sort of tnlog
iy possess o cortain soclological and Hier-

CAnterest when confined to the charaetor-
ful class from which it emsnates, bub every
obe of thess protentions cocknoys, whother
mel i Loudon or on their rufanly travels
about the waorld, should be sot down for pre-
olsely what they are. They are woe more
reprasentative  Englishmen  shan a New
York dude, careying the wauner, epithots
and olothing of a Bowery boy about the
world, would be a typical ‘American.  Thoy
are simply vads; a disgrave to intelligont
English poople and sn insulting human par-
oay upon: the lguorant though sturdy und
geuulie costermougers they sadly miiwmlo,

tmslng more than all their vices and
Ly lavking the ldast of thelr humble
Ui,
The louger one studies these curlous lowly
wul&lmn. the greater s the wonder
t t-hn‘y have Qot proves s more fruitful
subject for Lhe novelist, or at least for such
of charactor patuting as Thackers
and Dlﬂkuuh They have all been
as the butt qmrﬁ and quivks by
penny-a-liner, the wits of Punch, the
wapaper paragraphers, and, tn a low sort
way, 1o raise the loudest gulliwe ut the
wuyrind wusic halls of London. But uot until
quith recou hus thewr character
by a man of veal genius, or
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portrayea by a man of subtle poroeption and
ardent sympathios.

That man is Albart Chevalier. Of French,
WWelah and Irish exteaetion, he was destined
by his paronts for the priesthood, But in-
steinl he beeante a saocessTol actor of legiti-
mate comedy under the Banerofts, the Ken-
dals and later at the Court thenter undor
Managor Hare. In time ho found himself o
popular lending ecomediin without an en-
gngement, Offers came to him  for engmge.
ments in purlesgue assecond comedinn This
wuk going backward; something a London
actor eannot afford to do,  Some of Wis work
in comedy hind brought him Ampng  the cos-
termongers for character stfy, and he ro-
membered thit any song he had sung io his
varioun chatactors bearing on  these (droll
folkt hnd been roceived  with peculiar favor
Ho suddonly resolved to turn musio hall
singer, & resolution which enrried
out in London omtinarily means complotg
soclnl ostraclsm.  But from tho time th®
determination was reached Chovaller must
be cdonsiderod in the Haht of poet, composer
nnd singer.  He continued his rostor stndics
with o positive gonins, o splondid education
and n successiul notor's nlort porcoption of
what is necossary. as with the painter, to
not onty roveal by true realisim, but to re.
venl in the subtler powor of suggestion, be-
nind them ; and the redult was that since
his first singiog of ""The Coster's Serenade’
at the London Pavilion, In Fobrunry, 1801,
he has heid the extraordinary position of
being the anly performer upon any stage, so
unique m his line of rendition and 80 mns-
terful in his artistio skill as to prevent the
slightest attempt at riviley,

He Is but 80 yonrs of age, yot his incomo
from Lis nightly perfortances ot four lemd-
ing London music halls and from royalticd
on his songs 18 from 2600 Lo 81000 per weok
—nearly equaling thesnlary of the presidont
of the United Statos ind il this from merely
discovering the costermongers of London
and revealing them to the people of Loudon,
1t has beon done in o wav to reach their
hearts is well as thelr souso of humor nst-
Ingly, as s ahown in the fact that his pres-
ent engagoments are permanent for o period
of five yoara, o is n quiet, studious fellow,
and while his incomparablo success has
opened to him the deors of the great and
noblo houses in London, whoere his genuine
scholurship and reflnement would render
Ithm a socind acquisition without the glamor
of suceess, he leads n modest Hfe ln his own
protty home alongside the Thamea, almost
under the shadow of Windsor Castle, where
his books, his punt and fHshing rod are his
chiaf companions.,

‘This muoch regarding the man's person-
nlity. Toconvey to othors who are unnc-
quuinted  with costermongers themselves
the peculiar conditions of London life and
society whicn make it possible for 8 man to
derive a princely ineome from creating and
intorpreting—for Chevalier is more than a
mero singor upon the stoge—two or three
costor songs each year is a diffieult task.,
London is almost o great world in itself.
Its costers, distinctive in character, vocen-
tion, spoech, traits, habits and customs, had
previously reinnined an almost  unkuown
people to what may be rogarded ns intel-
leotunl London, If Charles Dickons woere
living and hod written o great work of fle-
tion in whioh coster life and love hod boen
delinented so powerfully that all London
stood amazed at its own igonorance of its own

lowly, the costor man  and  woman
could  mnot  have been more flrmly  set
upon the pedestals of sentiment than has

Chevalier placed them, through lus strong
flagh Hehts and bold, brond strokes of delin-
eation of character representntion and song.
He has brought to nlmost universal ntten-
tion tho mirthful and sovious sides of coster
character. Ho has shown that there are
coster comody and tagedy tike that possible
to yvour Hie and  mine.  In one after another
of his murvelous song impersonations like
*“The Coster's Serenade,” *The Coster's
Courtship,” “The Puture Mrs, 'Awkins "
“Wot Chor” *“I'he Nasty Way 'E Sez I
and “Our Little Nipper,” he has brought
the very heart throbbings of this uncouth
clnss, often through pathetic tenderness, so
close to those of his hearers, that the geeat
Laondon publie, from "prentice boy to prince,
have awnkened Lo the fuet that costers are
actunlly human creatures, possessing at
loast soma of the common stuributes of
humanlkind,

Chevalier found that the costers really
mnde love to each other; that there were
rude Homeos and Julicts among them; and
such hints us these aro given of the gontle
passion between pearl-buttoned Juckeys and
their *donahs:"

“You ain't forgotten yeu that nlght in May,

Down at the Wolsh "Arp, w'ich Is "Endon ‘way?

You fancled winkles an’ i pot o' teu;

“Four 'alf,"” I murmured, *'s good enough for
nme;

Give me n word of "ope that [ may win''—

You prods ma gently with the winkle pin:

Wo wis ns '||.l|1|y s could he that day,

Down at the Welsh "Avp, wiich Is 'Endon way.

“Wot Cher” is nu Inimitable delinestion of
the coster in his roystoring, hilarious mood.
“The Nasty Way 'K Sez 1t,” which has been
pleated um{;nll- to ignoble use in America,
though told in the uncouth coster way of o
snoeering, fault-finding “pal,” is o most won-
derful sutire on that omnipresent class of
croplers who descend like harpies upon all
well-earned comfort and contont,  His lntest
creation, “Onr Little Nipper,” discloses the
coster parentul love for and pricle in the cos-
ter hoy, who is assiduously “tuueht” by his
ridiant father,

YUMot in books, of course,
ubilde—

Hut in artfal Hitle Thoy's littlo ways

As makes the peoply sit up w'ere we stays,”

Chevaller's influgnee has been healthtul
and gool,  While, as in London parlance,
voster stock is lookiog up, there 1s rlhu-i‘lmily
less of Tmitated cockneyism and coster slung
wmong  the lowly, and less everyday puf-
foonery among the cockney cads of London.
Defining and revealing costers ns n cliuss
have brought them into lino for socinl and
literury contemplation. This of atself grad-
usitly tends to contlue fmitators ton very
low class  of miuds whose influence upon
manners and gpecch is without welght, and
delineators tou very high order of intellect,
a8 with Chevalier, with painters and with
novelists, who will do the costers no harm,
and who will mist the public's  eye or touch
the pubhie's heart Ina way thiat always
makes it better fora  theill of micth or sad-
eSS,

Chevalier's costor dinlect I8 admirably
cledn; wo eloan 1o be the ronl thing; but he
tses enoigh of thew originnl exoressions to
place the renl coster  pefors his  grest
gudiences, From having lived and toiled
anong them my note books ure full of thoir
curious forms of speech,  ‘U'hoy eannot he ro-
produced in print, owing to thelr torrible
wofanity and awful conmingling of obseon-
ty; while it must be romoembered thnt the
costor is absolutely unconscious of either,
and would mstuotly “put up his fivers' o
any one who would serfously futimate that
he was not serupulously rospectful and
polite,  They wre all, men and womei,
wounderful whisl.h-rn. and they have an odd
surt of eall and answer, & wouotone #pe-
oontuated thus:

“Ta-ta-tal! ta-tal; ta-ta-taly”

YTa-ta-tall ta-tall"

Iu thelr greetings they are most effusive.

“Chy-ike!—an' "ow air ye, ol' pal?"

“Cherry rive, guy-er-nor! Gor bl me, an’
'ow does you feel !

HELrike me lueky ! —olgarnet,

SGawd's truth, cul, clgarnet,”

I have tricd hard to discover the forbears
of Yelgarnet,” but have so for failed, Its
use s unlversal among the costors, and
nln-.m;s superlatively goud, correct, pat and
tinely,

Hore s a siugle spoolimen of coster dinlect
pure as o llac thssel in comparison with the
ordinary conversation, 1 overhesrd it as o
voster was relutiog Lo n companion his dis-
comforture in an attempt to  borrow o
shitlling.

“Gawd strike me Jucky, but H'L awsked
"im for th' loan o' a bob, ‘0’ 'is bloody heyes
sijiok hout like bleedin' mussels ; Gor bli me,
s0 they did ("

UStriko me lueky 1" “Gawd's truth ! and
HGor b e " are the favorite, mdeed their
endless, lmprecations, The latter meuaus,
“uiay God  belie, or disown, me!" It is
necdless to say thut they have no idea what-
ever of its slenifdcanve.  But from the age of
spoech w that of speechlessness, no coster
man or woman uver opened mouth without
uttering this self-dlmposed annthoma.

Emuan Lo Wakemax.

———
, "l‘ho;:q ara three wuings woklhh saving—
Uime, Trouble and money—and Do Witt's
l:imu Eurly Risors will sive them for you,
Theso livtlo pills will save you time, as they
avt promptly.  They will save you trouble as
bhoy cauise uwo pain.  They will save you
monev us they economize dovtor's bills,
| —

“Ab!" sald Bonedict, ‘these beautiful
sutniner duys make we think of the days be-
fore [ was warvied, when | used to rumble
wilh my sweethoart through the park. But
things ure changed vow,” “Yas, you've got
three bables w0 do te voolag, oh ' said his
omqu:nJun. “And un sy of ereditors Lo
do & bllling," sdded Benodict.

for them 'ccan'y

An' youi

QUAINT  AFRICAN  LEGENDS

Told hy Natives Aroutid the Oamp Fire of
Btanley.

AND RECOUNTED BY THE EXPLORER

The Fare of n Waman Who Counld Not
Kosp o Profitable Sperel ~Domestio
Hratnlhiy Adequately and Ex-
poditionsly Papished,

From a number of legonds, rolated by
my trusty dark companions round the
ovening camp fire, 1 have solected a fow
for publication in the Fortnightly dle-
viow, weites Honrey M. Stanley,

The nightly custom of entortaining
one another with storics bogan in I8TH,
after Sabedu, a page of King Mtesa,
had astonished his hearers with the
legend of the “*Blameless Pricst,”

Tho circle was freo to all and was
frequently  waoll attonded: for when it
was seen that the more accomplished
narrators were suitably rewardod and
that there wns a geoat deal  of amuse-
moent to be derived fow could rosist the
tempration to anproach and listen unless
fatigne or iliness provented them.,

Muany of the stories related were nat-
urally of little value, having neither
novelty nor originality; and in many
ouses, especially whore the Zanzibaries
were the narrators, the stories were
mero importations from Asiai othors,
again, were mere marks of low inclina-
tions, I therefore had often to sit out &
lengthy tale without a single point
in it.

But whenever a real aborigine of the
intorlor spoke wo were sure to hear
sgomething new and striking; the
langunge was more quaint, and in almost
every tale thero was a distinet moral.

“Kitinda and Hor Wise Dog" was told
me by Kassim, a Basoko boy, while the
last is by his compatriot Baruti.

The Story of Kitinda and Her Wi Dog

Kitinda, 8 woman of the Basoko, near
tho Aruwimi river, possessed a dog, who
was remarkable for his intelligence. 1t
was sald that he was soclover thut stran-
gers understood his motions as well as
though he talked to them; and that
Kitinda, familiny with his ways and the
tones of his whines, his yelps, and his
barks, conld converse with him as easy
as sho could with hor husband.

One murket doay the mistress and her
dog ageeed to go together, and on the
rond she told him all she intended to do
and say in disposing of her produce in
exchange [or other articles which she
neceded in her homa. Her dog listenea
with sympathy, and then, in his own
muanner, he conveyed to her how great
was his attachment to hee, and how
there never was sueh a friond as he could

be; und he begged her  that if
&t any timo she wns in
distress she would toll him
and that he would serve her with

all his might. *“Ounly,” he said, “were
it not thut [ am afraid of the effects of
being too elever 1 eould have served
you oftener and much more than 1 have
done."

“What do you mean?"” asked Kitinda.

SWell, you know, among the Basvko
it is supposed if one is too clever, or too
lucky, or too rich, that it has come
about through dealings in witcherafy,
and people are burned in consequence,
I do not like the idea of being burned—
and thovefore I have refrained often
from assisting you because [ feared you
could not contain your surprise and
would chat about it to the villagors.
Then some day, after somo remarkable
act of eleverness of mine, Qenplu would
say, Ha! this is not a dog! No dog could
huve done that! He must be a demon!
or a witch in a dog's hide! and of course
they would take me aud burn me,”

““Why, how very unkind of you to
think such things of me! When have 1
chatted about you? Indeed I have too
muny things to do, my housework, my
plunting and marketing so occupy me
that I could not find time to go gadding
ahout my dog,”

S\Wall, it is already notorious that 1
am clover, and 1 often tromble whon
strangers look wt and admire me for
fear some muddleshended  fellow will
funcy that he sees somothing olse in mo
more than unusual intelligenes,  Wihat
would they say, however, if they really
know how very sugacious I am? The
reputation 1 have has come through
your affection for me, but I assure f‘t]ll
that 1 dread this excess of atfection lest
it end fatally for you and for me,”

“But are you so much clovercr than
you have already shown yourself? If 1
promise that 1 will never spoak of you
to any porson again, will you help me
more than you have done, if [ am in dis-
triossy"

“Youare o woman and you could not
prevent yourself talking if you tricd aver
#0 hard.”

“Now, look you here, my dog. 1 vow
to you, that no matter what you do that
is strange, I wish I muy dig, that the
first unimal Tmoet may kill me il | speak
a word. You will see now that Kitinda
will bo as good s her word."”

“Wall, I will take you at your word,
I am to serve you every thme you need
help, and if you speak of my services to
a soul you are willing to lose your life,"

Thus they made a solemn agreement
as they traveled to market,

Kitinda sold her palm oil and fowls to
great advantage, and in exchango re-
ceived sleeping mats, a couple of carved
stouls, a bag of cassava Hour, two large,
well baked and polished crogks, a bunch
of ripe bananss, a couple of good planta-
tion |.|U(:a‘. and o big strong basket,

After the marketing was over she col-
lected her purchases together und tried
to put them into the basket, but the big

crocks and carved  stools  were
4 sore trouble 1o her, She
eould out  the flour and hoes
and the bansnas on top with the mats

for a cover very well, but the stools and
the crocks were a great difliculty,

Her dog in the meantime hisd been ab-
sent, and had suceeeded in killing a
FOMnL lllil!'lllll(ll.'h and had dragged it near
ier.  He lookod around and saw that the
market was over, and the people had
wended each his own way homeward
while his mistress had been planning
how to pack her proverty.

He hoprd her complain of her folty in
buying such ‘cumbersome and waighty
lhiu‘;m and nsk herself how she was to
reach home with them.

Pitying her in her trouble, the dog
galloped saway and found o man empty-
handed, before whom he fawned and
whose hands he licked, and boing patted
he clung to his cloth with his teeth and
led him  gently aslong, wagging his

Land looking very amiable,” H@ con-
tinued to do this until the man, seeing
Kitinda fretting over her difticulty,
understood what was wanted and offered
1o vu.rrf' the stools and crocks at each
end of his long staff over his shoulders
for a few ripe bananas and a lodging,
His assistanco was accopted with pless-
urd, and Kitinda was thus emabled to
reach hor howe, and on the way was
told by the wan how it was he had hap-
pened W come to the market place.

K was very much tempted to
dilate upon her dog's cleverness, but
remombered in time her prowise uot Lo

boast of him. When, however, she
roachod the village and the housowives
eame ot of thoir honses, burning to
hear the news at the market, in hor
oagorness to tell this ope and then the
other all that had happeued to her, and
all that she had seen and heard, sho for-
got hor vow of the morning and forth-
with commencad to relate the last
wonderful trick of her dog in dragging
a man back to the market plade to help
her when she thought that all her profit
in trade would be lost, and was jlml
about to smash hor nice erocks in her
ragoe,

The dog listenad to hor narrative, saw
signs of wonder stoaling over the
women's fucos, l'n_'nr&l themy onll out to
their husbands, sgW' the mon advancing
cagerly townrds them, saw thom all look
at him narrowly, hoard one man ex-
claim, ‘“That cannat be adog! Itisn
domon within s dog's hide. He—"

But the dog had heard enongh. He
turnod and ran into the woods and was
never more seen in that village.

The next markotday came ‘round and
Kitinda took some fnore  palmoil and o
fow fowls, and left'hor home to dispose
of them for some Bther domestic noeds.
When about hall way her dog came out
of the woods, and ﬁ_h.l‘t‘ acousing her of
betraying him to har stupid countrymen,
thus roturning evil for good, he sprang
upon hor and tora hor to plecos.

Story of Maranda.

“Master,” said Baruti, “I have been
trying to recall some of the legends |
used 10 hear when I was very small, and
I now recollect one, which i8 not very
long, about Maranda, a wife of one of the
Busoko warviors, called Mafula,

“Maranda's father was named Sukila,

and he lived in the village of Chief
Busandiys., Sukiln owned o fine lnego

canoo and many paddles, which he had
carved with his own hand. He had also
soveral long nets which he had also
made, besides spears, knivos, o store of
grass cloth, and o few slaves, e was
highly respected by his countryimen, and
sut. by the chief’'s side in the couneil
place.

“As the girl grew fit for marriage,
Mafala thought she would suit him ns o
wife, and went and spoke of it to Sukila,
who demanded o slave girl, six long pad-
dlos ornmmented with ivory ecaps, six
goats, as many grass cloths as he had
fingors and toos, n new shield, two axes
and two field hoes. Mafalw tried to re-
duce the demand, and walked backwards
and forwards many times to smoke pipes
with Sukila and get him to be less ux-
geting,  But the old man knew his
daughter was worth the price he had
wt upon her, and that if he refused
Mafala, she would not remain long with-
out a suitor.  Fora girl like Maranda is
nob often seen among the Basokos,  Her
Himbs were round and smooth and ended
in thin, small hands and feet, The
young men often spoko about Maranda’s
igrht, straight feot and gquick lifting
dtop. A boy's arm could casily Inclose
the slim waist, and the manner In which
she earviod her hoad, and the supple
neck and the elear look in hor eyoes, be-
longoed to Marandn only,

“Mafaln, on tho other hand, was ouri-
ongly unlike her.  Ile always secmeoed set
on something, nnd the lines betwoeen tlie
eyebrows gave him a scvere [ace, not
pleasant to see, and you always canght
something in his eyes that made you
think of the glitter which is in a ser-
pent's.

“Porhans that was one reason why
Sukila did not enre w0 have him for his
daughter’s husband. At any rate, he
would not abate his price one prass-
cloth, ani at last it was paid, and Ma-
randn, passed over from user fathor's
house into that of her husband,

“Soon after the mavriage Maranda
was heard to cry ont, and it was whis-
waroed that she had lenrned much about
Mafalw in o fow days, and that blows as
from a rod had been heard. Half & moon
mssed away, and then all the village
lnmw that ilarundn had fled to Busan-
diya’s house, because of her husband’s
ill-treatment. Now the custom in sueh
o case is that the father keops his
danghter's dowry, and if it be true that
n wife finds life with her husband too
harsh to be borne, that she may seek the
chief's protection, and that the chief
may find another busband for Ler who
will treat her properely.”

“But before the chiel had made up
his mind to whom to give her, Mafula
went to o erogodile—for iv turned out
that he was a Mgangu, a witch-man who

had dealings with reptiles, on  lund,
ad well as with the monstervs of tho

viver—and bargained with it to cateh
her as she came to the rivor o wash,andd
carry her up toa certaln place on the
river bank where there was a tall tree
with a lurge holein it

“The cerocodile bided his ehanee, anid
one morning, when Maranda visited the
water, he seized her by the hand, and
swopt her on his back, and earricd hor
to the hiding place in the hollow tree.
He o left  her  there, | HWILLI
down opposite  the  village, and
signaled to Mafala that he had por-
formed his part of the bargain,

*On being left, Maranda looked abbut
the hole, and saw that she was in o wind
of pit, but a long way up the holiow nar-
rowed, anid sho could see the branches
and a bit of sky. She determined to
¢limb up, and though sho seratehed hop-
self vory much, she finally managed 1o
reach the very top, and she erawi o oits
side into the air. The tree was very
large and lofty, and the branches spread
out fur, and they wern laden with the
heavy fruit of which elephunts are so
fondd, -~ At first she thought that she
could not starve bocauss of 80 muny of
these big [ruit; then she had the [dea
that they might he useful to defend hee-
golf, and she enlleeted o great number of
them and laid them in a heap over somao
sticks she had lald neross the branches.

“By-und-by Mafala came, and, alter

jeering  at  her, began  to climb
the tree, But whon he was only
half way wup, Maranda lifted one

of the heavy fruit and flung it on his
head, and he fell to the ground with his
senes all in a whirl and his back greatly
brulsed. Wher he recovered he beggad
the crocodile to help hhn, and he tried
to elimb up, but when he had aseended
but a little way Maranda dropped ona of
the elephant frult fairly on his snout,
which sent him falling backwards.
Mafala thon begged two groat sorponts
to aseend and bring her down, but Ma-
rands met them with the heavy fruit ong
after another, and they were glad to
leave her alone. Then the man departed
to seck a leopard, but Maranda from her
troe saw o canoe on the river with two
soung  lishermen in i, and sereamed
ioudl_r for help. The flshermen paddled
¢lose to find that 1t was BSukila's
daughter, the wife of Mafala, who was
alone on o tall tree. They walted long
cnough to hear her story, and then re-
turned to the village to gblain assist-
ance,

“Busandiya was much astonished to
hear the fisharmen’ news, and forthwith
sont a war canoe full of aried men, led
by Sukila, to rescué her. By means of
rattan olimbers thay contrived to roach
her and to bring her down sately.
Some of the war parly wont
away to discover Mafala, while the
others watched for the crocodile and the
two serpents, In ashort time the cruel
man was seen and caught, and brought

to the riverside, bound with green
withos. They uow tied his legs and
npde

arms together, mtl,lpllm' they n
L b

Maranda re ‘slory from the be-

glnuing, and Sukilshad told the manner
of the marrisge, they searched for great
stones, which they fastencd o his ueck,
aud, lifting him into the war ¢ ynoo, they
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paddied into tho middle of the stroam,
whora thay sang s death chant; aftor
which thoy droppod Mafala overboard,
and ho was nover heard of more. That
is nll there is of the story of Maranda,”

———l—— e
INTHWE TROUT STREAM,

Emma A Opper in Judge,
Thar yobe! T son vo, jost
Peskin® out from thot thar hole
N under thet big stan.  1'm blest
Lf ye aln't the toimnoest soFter
Uhooly rascnll Say, d'vo know
I'vo ol hors with this yor pole,
.lflwl--ll-"np in the erick, josso
I'hie hall arternoon? T'd orter

Fotelioi moprs worme; my pocket's nigh
Emptiod out. An'ye lin f‘u L hiv

Nary thne, yo posky,
Ohst’ nlt, wus ay, frockl S, yo!
Think, now, ye're n-foolln' mo?
Reckon m a«goln’ 1o qult

Till Uvo got yor Thar ¥ M=
Goll 'f 1 hnd my gun Ud shoot yo.

"lonsant Yoere: the hiThin «leht
Thor an’ thet eral npplo Dongh
Hangin® over horo, Jost white;

A the Dileds they cheop nn' Lwit 1er,
A’ the cows comio down 1o delnk,
Come, ' waltin® horp, 1 swow!
Thot lookod somothin® ko o witk,
Yo oxasporatin® erittor!

Thnr, yo orn'ry soamp! thar goos

My lnst worm, squirmin' Hke fun,

Jdust fulrely tieklin® yor noso;

A’ D alnt mukin' & sound or

Hronthin'. Thar, yo cocked yor oye—
Yo'lve whipped out from thint thar stan,
Jorkin® with yor tall— 1, yI!

Gol yo, got yel Goll two-poundor!

ool
IMPIETLES,

London Juldy: Thoe Moeonister (Lo youns
Heentinte, who has fitlod his pulpit for the
doy ) —Yeo'll mobbe tak' o woo drappie
whusky, Mr, MeLambkin?

My, MelLambkin—Ohn, no,
never toueh intoxicants,

The Moenister—~Nae! Then mebbe ye'll
como inta mn stoody and ha'e a bit pipe wi'
mos

thank you. .1

Mr. MoLambkin—Thanks, no. I nover
smoke,

The Meonister—img ye ent grosa?

M MeLambkin—Grass? No. Whyt

The Meonist
Gomeril, for yo
mnn or beast,

2—Then gang awi' home, ye
ro no fiv company for elther

-
L

Chigago Tribune:  “Who is to parform the
mureinge covemony for Miss Vyne and Mr,
Bllhim?"

“The young Rov, Dr. Neweome, of course.
Who elge?!

“OI course—of course! Ho always gots the
mareying Jobs. 1 think it's a shame that
gond Pastor Millsap, who was here Lwonty
yoara bofore that young man came, is always
forgotton when there is an afaiv of this
kind "

“Why, Brother Millsap ean't complain,
He always gots the funerals !

*
- -

Portland Oregoninn: In one of the Sunday
schools at Olympin 18 o little Chineso by
who takes reeat intorest in all the procend-
ings, Whon improssed with the propriety
of bringing o nicikcel to put in the contribu-
tion box, he prompuly vesponded, but as he
partod with it ho askod:  “What fo' " 'The
kind teacher vepliod: CIt's for Josus, my
dear” The second. Sunday the sane ques-
tion and the same auswoer, The third Sunday
vhe same, but now the dittle Celostinl’s eyes
opeaed with eurnestuness as he further asloot :
desus  allus bloko?  The reply of the
teacher s not vecorded,

“And now,” saild the editor. “let us bo
thankful for one day of vest and got rondy
for churely, .

“Yes," suld his wife, *“‘ran out and vhop
some wood and mille the cows and light the
tivo and make the coffee and wash the child-
ron, while | bang my hairl”

L

. . L

“The Congregutionaiist" says that this is
the seéason In which some churehes oxamina
the building for suMeiont justitication to an-
nounee:  “Chured elosed during the summer
for repairs,"

-
e
Friddie—Ma, didn't” the misslonary sy
thint the savages dido't woar any clothies !
Mother—Yes, my boy.
“Then why did pu say put o button in the
missionury box "

T
EDUCATION AL,

The sonior cluss at Yale this year num-
beérs 180, forvyssix coming from New Youk.
thirty froml Connecticut, twolve from Massg-
chusetts and the rest seatterine,

The wvuilding eommitiee of the board of
trustees of Cornell unfversity is busily on-
giged upon plans for the extonsion of Sibley
college and for the new dairy building, for
wien 160,000 has been appropristod by the
stute,

Eighteen hundred girls woro gradua ted
from the cooking schools of Boston auring
the past twelve months, This will simplify
the watrimoninl problem.

Justiee Henry B, Brown of the United
Stites supreme coury is delivering a spocial
conrse ol jectures on admirvalty law  befuro
tho senior lnw clugs at Aun Arbor,

West PPolnt is wurning out more offico vs
Lhon plisces eat be found forin the seevioe,
This year’s batel of pradustes number fifey,
wihile theve ure only forty-five vucaucies to
b dilled dn the field. The other five will
hiave to “carry the banner.”’

Thedohns Hopkins university library hos
just recotved from thoe Brench goverdwent
uyer LOW students’ theses and  educationnl
monographs issucd unaer thedivection of the
mnasgter of publiec education by the lend ing
Freveh universities and government sehools,

The gradunting class of Cavthage college,
Hlinols, this year consists of one Noung
wornin,  She hos tuhen all the honors and
s valedicrorinn and salutatorian,

Asystem of resident followship has been
estublished at Dartmouth. Euch fellow is
to recelve 100 o year, These fellowships
miy be assiguned Ly the hu'ulr._',‘ for one or
two years cach to such students as wmuy
show special profleiency in any one deparl-
mont of study,  Tho students appointed niny
bo enlled toact as ussistauts o professors,
but nre not expected to teach, The number
of fellowships have boen placad nt four,

It will bo comforting o school chitdron
and thelr pavents, says the Chicago Post, Lo
Kuow thit durtog the sumtner vacation thi
waulls and ecilivgs of tho public school rooms
are w be colored with sowme agrecable tint.
To some this may appenr o small mutter,
but not to tha school childeon, who kuow
boetwer. The school room walls are gt present
grimy with divt, or, whit is cven  worse,
staring, glaring white plaster. ‘The formoer
l’nllnllflnll‘}d uusightly and unhealthiul; the
lotier is highly lujurious to the eyes of ¢nil-
dren engageld o study

—_——
And She DId,

Agivlina Maing village who mude
her homo with her aunt was often dis-
turbed by evidences of the old lady's in-
difference to everythiog but the wellure
of her own material possessions, One
day in going down cellar for some huttor,
she tripped and fell heavily for quite
a distanee,  The maiden aunt rushed to
the door, and peering down into the
darkness, called out sharply;

"D'_‘(u break the dish?”

UNo!" thundered back the nlece, for
onre thoroughly aroused. “*No! but [
will!" and she shivered it with o hearty
good will against the cellar wall.

———+—_—
Btutiatios of Beor.

There ave 61,000 breworvies in the
world.  As would naturally besupposed,
Gormany leads with 20,240, Foglund is
second with 12874, while the Uplted
States holds third place with 2300, 1n
the consumption of beer Bavaria loads
the other German provinees with an an-
nual average of 221 litres por head.
HBerlin averages 101 litres, Belgium 160,
England 143, Donmavk 38, Switzerland
and the United States 31, and Swoden
only 11, A litre is about one and three-
quarter pints, making the American
consum ption average about twanty-seven
quarts por capita. A good many must
be getting wore than their shure.

————
Bofore broakfast Bromo-Selteer
AL U8 & braoer—trial bottle 10 eta.

P C——

The Chiewsures—a race of 7,000 poople—in
the department of Troust, government of
Tiflis, know nothung of the use of money ns
6 monns of exchuoge. The unit of value
among those primitive peopla is the cow, A
borse Is valued at three cows and o stallion
al six, I & Chowsure becomes euraged and
cracks his pelghbor's skull he bs obliged to
pay sixtecn cows., I he Lreuks o boue of
nle pelghbors arw five cows will rehabtlitate
lim iu the eyes of seciety. A wound fu Lthe
forehicad calls for throe calves,

SOME POP REFORMS,

A Dold Slap at the Middisman h Kanans.
Mo ds the Loser,

A novel attempt to strike at middle-
men ig ombodied in o law which has been
efinctod in Kansas, and which will go
into effect July 1. The law roquires all
railrond companies doing business in that
state o constrinet track sonlos at every
station whero the agerogate shipmonts
of grain and seed  during the preceding
yvéar havo amounted to a huandred oae-
vinds,  The objoet s to enable farmoers
wih grow grain to deliver {t divectly o
the railroads, instend of being l'hli‘pl'll
to #ell to the propriotors of clovators at
sieh torms as thoy choose to offer. The
niw law requires the rail rond company to
give a bill of lading for the exact amount,
of theshipment, and holds it responsible
for any shortage oxceoding one-fonrth
of 1 per cent, The shippor s to pay 23
conts por enrload for waighing.

She (an helress)—What made yon love mo?
L knbw my face @8 plain, He (with enthu-
sinat ) —Perhops, dearest; but your tlguro is
most altractive,

T\'JBIITY YIAKOI
THE LEADERI!II

Corahs, Plenrlsy, Rhoumatism, Selatles,
Lumbago Bark-Acho, and all Extornal
Allments removed quickly by

BENSON’S

ko POROVS PLASTER

that contidng powe tve m

Ingredlents VET ABSOLUTELY SAVE and
POSITIVE In its notion,
enson's Plasters Provent Ponenmonia.
Tt does not curo ehronlo nlliments in o mine
vito, nor does It oronte an eleotrlo hattery or
ourront in the system, nor will it oy by muorely
reading the Inbel, all sueh oladma nro made by
auieks and humbnes, BENSON'S 8 :mdumr&
'EE 0198 l'h}‘stvinm and Drugeists,
= Don't be duped by une .
gleta whn nﬂL: chmap try whir.:‘tlu;' rh:nr;t?‘um
B betber than ITRRSON'S, 6ot the tieauliie. almays iy
et Wbam st Luime Lur eusersvieive.

GONSUMPTION

SURELY CURED.

To rar Entron—TPlease inform your road-
ers thut I have n positive xomnedy for the
above uamed discase, By its timely use
thonsands of hopeless onses have been per-
mnnently eured. T shall bo gliud to send
two hutt{m of my remedy froe to any of your
readers who liave consimption if they will
send me their expross and post office addreas,
T. A, Blocum, M. (., 183 I'enrl 8t., New York.

BILISSS,

MILLINRY.

PATTERN HATS  UNTRIMMED
s TRIMMED HATS ar
COST AND LESS

A BEAUTIFUL LINE OF

Leghorn Hals and Plataus,

)

3 et

French Chip Hats

In White and ALl Tiuts

Roeduced to : E 9 ‘ _; -

A NERY I'RETTY LINE O

CHILDREN'S HATS

VERY CHEAP,

BLISS, 1614 Douglas St

I WAS BIG.
I WAS FAT.
I FELT MEAN,

I TOOK PILLS.
ITOOK SALTS.
IGOT LEAN,

Handsome Women Can Lose Wealgh
Fast, Homoly Men Look Bettar
i Thin, Try Dr. Edison’s
System. No Dietingz.

Band worth Twice the Nonoy,

OfMoo of 1. M, Barton, Hardwarse, tary St
tlon, L1, Jan. 11, 1804

tr, Edlson—=Dwar sie: 1 am woll ploasod with
yourr vreatment of abesity. Phe band ls worth
twico the money tbeost, for comfore. liva
reduced my wolght wan pounds, 1 welgh 235
uow, and Ldid wolgh 245, Yours truly,

H. M. Bunrox

They Are Doing Me Good.

Enriville, 11, May =i, 150}
Loring & Co!  Ioolpsod ood §L.50 for which plonsa
pind o the other two Bottles of Dre Edlson's Obis-
ity Pilie. 1 have used one aodthink hey are  dotng
the work, BM KaLky, I O Box i

Talk 8o Much About Your Pills,

Poorin, 11, June 1§, 1501
Donr Sirs: Aftor hearlog one of my felonds talk sn
Bueh about your Gbesity Pis and tho benett el
doriving feou thom I ikink T willbey thoem amysels
Flease send we 3 pottles o0 1, and ubligs,
J. MOBKIS, 4k Porry Btront,

Foel Better andWelgh 13 Pounds Less

Gloshion, Ind , BepL 18, 1an
Gantlomen: Inolosed | send you 8, for whioh you
will ploase soad we threo botbes of tho obosity pllls
A taking thoe fourth bottle and fuel er muel
birttar and wolgh 11 pounds less than when [ bogan
taking them. | will continun your treatiunnk

Mus. J. G MOCONN,

Bouth sixih Strost

An Individusl whose helght s

b foat 1 inch should welgn 156 pounds
& feot #inchos ¢ Ay - "
& feot 10 inches hd " mw

Dr, Edison says: "It may bo well to paint out
that in wy experionge, whilel ls necessurily vory
consldernule, wany troublesome skin Olseases suoh,
oousEOIn, prong. peorlasls, uticaria, e, ure prioy
arily caused by obesiby. and ns the fist and tosk (s
reducod by the plils snd Uboally Frult Balt sod the
noilon of the beod theso affestions have almust
magleally |]|Iltl|.lhbl &

"The Obesity Froi salt is used o copneetion witn
the Pilis or Handas, or both. Ono tesspooufal (o n
tumbler of water winkes & doliclons soda. Tastys
ko champaigng '

The bans cost £2.40 eaol foranyl engih up o 34
inghes, bufor one larger than 35 inches add 10
cenls exirs for eack wdditional ineh,

l’lg:u of Froil falt. #i.00 7
Pills 1150 Per Roltle, or § Butties jor 3102
2ont by Mall ur Kxpross
Cut tlls out and kevp I, sud seud Lor gur full (3
GOl b uriole on obeslby

MENTION A DDR?F!:'I ﬁ!&mf‘l' LY AZ GIVEN

Loring & Company

S Hamliton PL, Dopt 30, Boston. Mass, 115 Siats
b, Dept & Ohloago, L, 40 W. Hog K, Depl 33
oW York Likr,

For sale in Omaha by Snow,
Lund & Co,

SOLID OAK OR ASH. SIX WALLSY

CHARUOAL FILLED,
All Styles, Siros and Prioss.

From 86.90 up

NEW PROCESS.

GASOLINE RANGE.Improved 1803

MANY NEW FEATURES,
THE ORIGINAL THE BEST.

MORE SOLD THAN ALLOTHERS

Milton Rogers & Sons

14th and Farnam Streets.
8Sole a gents for Nebraska,

Dealers supplied at factory prices.
Bend for catalogue and price list,

~ RAMGE BUILDING,
Best of Woolens.

Superb efleets in Modes and
Finishing of various styles will
be noted in our clothes,

Frank J. Ramge, Tailor

FOR RENT:—Stores and Of-
fices in this building. with all
conveniences,  Inquire of

Frank J. Ramge.

HIRSCHBERG'S

RSCHBERGIS
,'!'s" TLNON c’ug%-?sﬂ!_-z
% SPECTACLES 4y

oy~

EY Y
EYE GLASSES &

aha by &)

MAX MEYER & BRO, CO.,

HOSE

5 Different Grades.

This Season's Manufacture,
AS LOW AS CAN BE B)UIAT

IN THE CITY.

Lawn Mowers

And H_oae_R_aeels:-_

Jas. Morton& SonCq

The Cele -
brated Non-
changeable

Spectacles

and FEye

Glasses for

sule in Ome-

"NIJYI

Young Cuban Parrots

will arrivo about Jups kb and
na Lunre will bo s Ll dewand for
thio o thils year o agoount uf the
World's Falr, prices will bo muoh
hilgher than ususl.  Kow, ki or-
der togly 'ou oustomers .Tmucl
1o securn & gool Perrot 8L the
same juw price sy last year, be-

g
Only $8,00
Wa agreo to book wll or-
this price, 0 saime “‘lﬂ
e halfthe auouns el
on or befare June 3eh

Geisler's Bird Store,

406 North 16th Btrest

 REFRIGE RATORS,

e




