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_ AMERICAN SUN WORSHIPERS

Curious Pagan Thanksgiving Day Among
the Pushlo Indinns,

WITH A SUN DANCE AND A SACRED RACE

Prissia of the Kun na  Comasdisns —An
Inolated Corner of New Mnxico
Where Sixtesnth Century
Life stitl Provailas,

Ifany globe trotter with n hostile con-
tompt for the new and the commonplace in
Ameariea is pining for curious antiquities and
o brand now sanaation, he ean bo accommo:
dated without sslling angry ssas or running
the gauntiet of hunzey hosdes of foreignors
All honead do s o bosrd m palace car for
Now Moxico and take a whirl among the
sun worshipors who thay be found in the
land of sun, sand and solitude,

When Mark Twain wrote the story of a
modern Yankes at the court of King Arthur
the ingenuity and fancifulness of the ldea
wore Lthought quite worthy the inventive
powers of & genfus, but Mark's romance
Is not in i1, to use o streot phrase,
with the realities of life in  the
southwostorn  torritory, A man mby
take up his  residence in a  Puoblo
villago romote from white settlements, and
ho will sctunlly do that which Twain con-
ovived Ina facetlous froak of his erratio
imagioation. Time will have been turned
Dackward for his espocial beneflt about one
millenfum. He will find himself among »
gentle, hospitable people, who live the same
peaceful, unoventful life thele forefathers
nre known to have lved whoen clvilfzation
and history strayed ncross their path 830
Yyoars ago, and it is probable that practically
the same mode of life has been followed for
1,000 yours. This is not fancy, but fact.
And one of the most curious things nbout
these strango and wonderful peoplo is their
religion.

Nominally Christinns, Really Pagans.

When those Spanish conquistadores ware
lured by fatuilous tales of the golden wealth
of the seven clties of Cibola they came with
asword in one hand and the cross in the
other. Thay gave the peaceful natives their
cholco of these, It was the age of the inquisi-
tion, and zealous padres, piously bent on
spreading the true falth among the heathen,
necompaniod explorer and marander to tell
“the pind tidings of great joy.,” But these
holy fathers were non personn  grata to the
simplo pagans,

And why not? The red mon already hnd
:ndsanmu:h of thelrown, There was the

sun Father, who each day drove away the
demon of durkness, who every year fought
and defented the ovil spirit that sent wintoer,
and did he not  bless hlls children when good
with bountiful harvests! And was there
not the goutle Moon Mother to intercede
with the Father when he became angry and

rmitted the wicked spirvit of the north to

vezo his people or the scorching fiend with
the h?t breath of the south to burn their
C

But those old fighting dons were quite ns
plous as the frinrs, if we are o beliove their
own stutements, und so they religlously
slaughterad the weak abormgines until the
remnants were induced through these kind
ministrations and the grace of a loving God
mo through the forms of being christian-

Nominally the Pueblos nre Catholica, but
their Christianity is scarcely skin deep, and
m::g o priest, if you ean eateh him in the
mood, will frankly admit it. These Indians
are sun worshipers and retain their ancient
rites and ceremonies. Many cf these are
performed secretly in the chambers known
a8 estufas, which are sacredly guarded from
futrusion at such times. Pagan priests,
intercoders with sun, moon nnd lesser spivits,
there are in plenty, but the priests of tho
white man's religion are uot welcome in the

rk, mystevious cstufas, many: of which
are under ground.

Golng to the San Festival.

One of the best places for studying the In-
teresting customs of this ancient and won-
dnrl':xol‘]yumplo is at Taos, This pueblo is
loeated in o little, out-of-the-way valloy, hid-
den smong the Rocky mountains in northern
New Mexico. A short time ngo It was sey-
enty-five miles from a raflroad, and only
nooessiblo by tedious trails through winding
canons and over rugged mountains. Nos
one may come down from Denver by the
Denver & Rio Grande, see much of the grand
scenery of Colorado, ond fn tho lnst seven
milea drop down into the eanon of the Rio
Grande at the rate of 1,200 feet in
seven miles, during which he Is likely to slip
out to the rear platform, where ho may drop
off when the train goos over the procipice ; or
ha nmmmn up from the south by the Santa
Fo rai d, in which case he may get o asur-
felt of antiquity in Santa Fe and view the

(black snd rugged malesty of the canon
Disblo. In either event he will be landed ot
budo In the afternoon, still thirty-five
miles from Toos.
budo is down in the railrond time tables,
and that is about us nearas it comes to being
on earth. Adiminutive red station house is
there to mn;la the lumxt,f water tank com-
pany. A boyish operatoris lord of all he sur-
weys, but a lord reduced 1o the meninl reali-
ties of “baching" Heis enclosed on both sides
by the l.oweflmzl cliffs of lava which form the
ofnon, and it doesn't require much imagi-
mation to think of him as living in the pit of
an expired hell, where the meoting of the
two trains each day is an event with which
& olrous is not to be compared,
. Just beyond is a ereck dl\guiaud under
the name of the Rio Grande, arther down
oountry It 50 far forgets itself as to get lost
in the sands, but up here it brawls noisily
over o bottom paved with blooks of black
basalt, and it Hows on us everlastingly as the
atarnal hills whose rains and snows feed it.
Across the river s s long, low adobe, the
dominlon of Unele Sam'’s mail pouch snd tho
home of the Mexican postmaster. This is
budo,
Now Mexlco lmprossions,

At the door of the postofice stands a light
latform wagon attached to two of those
iminutive broncho ponles, whose endurance
so many surprlses, Thit is the stage of
Rumon Griego & Co,  Curiously enough, the
firm with the im Eﬂﬁlng name s composed of
Maoxican boys, brothers, who carry a long
star route into the mountuins, guthering
and delivering mail pouches at a number of
little settlomonts wn the way. Ramon is a
bright,swoll dressed young man, who sponks
Enclish fluently, threo facts worthy of no-
tice In this land of ayer (yesterds '), whore
tho inhabitants of these isolated hamlots
Are 800 years behind the age, He displayed
a gontle courtesy, too, und the wrlter on-
countered this sweet quality nmong most of
the Spanish desoended inhabitants of the
southwest with whom he came In contact,
These ;umplv. by the way, are always spoken
of in that country as hf--xlmua, in order to
distinguish them from the Inhabitants of
northern blood who are known as Amerlcans.
When the invader of the past mounts that
stage ho bids farowell to the nineteenth
century. 'I'he first turn of the road around
& jutting rook hides the railroad from view,
ant ho has plunged 100 years into antiquity
AL two or three points the canyon widens
out enough to pormit a few acres of river
bottom, and here several Mexican familles
manuge to keep body and soul together In
some mysterious manner that defles a north-
ern understunaing. One of these placitas is
watered by o community irrigating diteh
which wanders aloug the base of the oliff in
t‘d-uumy sort of way for three miles, It
a crude wffair, but twenty woary years
wero noeded for Its construction, and the
dosen littlo Fnk'lm- which draw their life
from (L would make an insignificant farm in
one of the prairie states. One of*its bene-
was oxempled from laboring on its
ocousiructlon bocause he contributed an iron
shovel for the work., Fortunate man! but
what miserably in usle lnplements tho
other tools must have n,

Fletuvesque Moxloan Stage Drivor,

The only connecting link with the of
the locomotive and the telegraph i‘a“t.lw
driver of the stage, n Mexican lad, and tho
slothing {n evidence on him s a pair of

overails, o muslin shirt that might
been white once kud s sombraroon futi-

terms with the vuillog antiquity,
slender walst ls with a

ha

of u tendorfoot aceustomed only to the pop
guns earried in the sast,

Ever and anon the swarthy young follow
turns his bright, black oyes on the passengnr
In the ronr seat and hitohes up the belt o
bring the revolver within ready reach of his
right hand, and If the teavelor has talon
much stock . the conventionnl grenser of
the stago this littlo pantomime is altogethor
tos froaquent and sugigestive for the comfort
of his I;:m‘ding npparatus, As a matter of
fact the hoy is only concerned for the sufety
of his mail, and he doubtiess has his sus-
plelons of same of the innopent notions of his
PSS CnTOrs.

Cligars and store elgarettes he will Accepm
with a sofe gracins (thanks), and when these
glve out ho will fold bits of brown paper or
vorn huaks for clearettes of his own manu
Mcture, but he oannot be tompted Into a
talkative mood. The solitude n} tha hills
and the mesas has fallen on him.

By all the traditlons of the north a Mox-
fean driving a team should swear as volubly
nnil as pivturunqunh' s n troopor or a pirate
(assuming that thut overworked simile has
somo meaning left in 16y, but this perverso
descondnnt of Castile does nothing of the
sort., Ho whiatlos to his steeds with o livile
ohirp that would make n eatbird think {ts
mate was in tho nolghborhood, nud  every
whistlo is timed with a swish of the whip,
which flirta n fleok of dust from one of the
horses,  Not a blasphemous word 18 heard in
all that thirty-five miles, but o oareful eal-
culation indicates that the horses were
switched 1,500 tmes without gaining n foot
on thelr normal speosd.

Time Turns Back Throe Centarios.

Aftor monotonous leagues up the narrow
manyon of the Rio Grande and woary miles
fleross great mesns in the Rockies the wan-
dorer arrivis at Tnos at U o'clock at night.
When he walkes up in the morning he s in a
new sworld and beholds the aborigingl e of
the sixteonth century, Ho finds the natives
nre Indiang, thovgh somewhat smoller than
those of the north The strongest . and
strangest  impression  is8 made by thelr
houses, two great community bulldlnes, At
ndistanee they look like pyramids, and nearor
by they are seen to be terrnced.  There nme
no doors and the entrances are through the
tops of the terrnces, which are renched by
Inddera, These strange bulldings nre built
of mud, one of them six and the other four
stories high, and in their mysterious depths
live 800 poople,

Fortunate is the stranger who s present
ot San Geronlmo (Saint Jerome) day, for
then he may witness the sun festival, the
great event of all the year at the Pueblo de
Tavs. He will see some of the public core-
monles in the sun worship of these people,
and he will bo foreibly hnpressed with the
fnct that they practice a paganism with so
mugh of refinement in its simple faith and
rites as to challenge the tolerant respoct of
the Christinn,

San Geronimo day is unaccompanied by
the hideous ond eruel ceremonies which
mark the sun worship of other savage triboes,
It is given up to praise, prayer and merey-
making, Itis, in fact, a thanksgiving day,
and the Pueblp, belng o farmer and a herder,
naturally celobrates it after the crops have

been guthered. He Is moved by the
same impulses which stirred the Pil-
grim foathers, but the Pueblo has

the advantage of having had his thanksgiv-
ing duy ages before the Puritan thought of
it. The Christian snys thanks and sings
prajses to an unseen Father. The pagan
sings and donces and offers thianks to the
Sun (who smiles benignly unon  his children
from his seat in the heavens), bosuuse tho
Sun is the Father of all spivits and gives
Hghit and warmth, and because without his
fuvor vesetation would die and his people
suffer.  The Christian relieves the solemnity
of his festival by eating n big dinner, The
pagan engages in sports for the amusement
of the entire community, When you come
to compuare them, the heathen and the
vl\'lil'.f.w.{ thanksgiving days ave not so very
fur apart after all,
Uhristian Preliminarios.

As already explained, Catholicism has o
nominul hold on the Pucblos, We see one
evidence of this in the naming of the annual
festival after n Catholie saint. The shrewd
padres have nimed to graft christinnity on
the pugan stock, On the morning of San
Geronlmo day moss is said in the little
whitewashed adobe chapel, but it is notice-
able that almost all of the attendunts are
Mexlean women, who have come iu from the
surrounding country.

Outside the door stands a poor idiot, an
object of reverantinl respoot  among Indisns
and suspended from hisneck is a buttered
boy's drum, o proud posscssion, When the

ri'ﬁt arrives the simple one gives him the

ueblo salute, bending low over the father's
hand and gently breathing upon it. At fre-
quent intervals during the service ne pounds
awny lustily at hisold drum and he awikes
an echo from the roof of the building, whoere
another Indian hummers out a discord by
strikking the bell with a rock.

Meanwhile the Pueblos for whose beneflt
this mass is sald are busy elsewhore with
preparations for the religious ceremony which
engrosses thelr honest belief, The men are in
thesubterraneanestufas dressing thelr bodies
nnd perfortiiog those secret rites and fncan-
tutions which white men ave not permitted
to benold. The women are in the Inbyrinths
of the gront pyramids decking themsolves
out in their finest apparel for the celebra-
tion, for these FPueblos have Sunday clothes,
and many of these are rioh and handsome,

The muss is coneluded by 9:30, and then
oveurs the procession of the saint, another
Cheistinn interpolation, In the chupel are
images of Sun Geronimo, the Virgin Mary
and Christ on the cross. These are thken up
in mysterious awe by the women present,
Outside the door a piece of sheeting is raised
aloft on poles by four Incians to form a can-
opy that will proteot the images from the
heat of the sun. ™ The procession then mdves
off towarls n little bower of green limbs
near the bigger pyramid, several hundrod
feet distant. At the head of the company
marches the simple drummer, pounding
away for dear life on his snareleas drum.
Then follow two Pueblos firing guns as rap-
idly as they can be loaded, which has some
unknown religious significance, and finally
come the women with the imoages. Thoe
figures are Installed in the bower. where
they can overlook the dance and the race,
und then tho real cclebration of the day
begins.

On o polo perhaps forty feet high are sus-
pended a sheep, pleces of broad known as
tortillas and Hetle sacks flled with various
kinds of grain, These are the fruits of the
field and are thus hune up as o thank offer-
ing to the Sun Father, by whose grace it was
possible to raise enough to supply the coni-
munity.

Dressing for San Worship,

By 10 o'cloek the male Pucblos are sean
energlng from holes in the ground, the
openings of their subterranonn counctt eham-
bera, and the women and childeen, decked
out in thelr brightest Sunday-go-to-meoting
robes and displaying shoepskin legeings us
white as paper, fiock Lo the torences of thelir
pyrawmid home to witness the pagan ceremo-
nies. The mon went through mysterious
incantations in thelr underground estufas,
took off their ordinary clothing and arrayed
themselyes to honor the Sun Father and o
please the esthetie taste of thelr raco.

Ordinarily clothed well enough to pass
muster in o civilized community, they como
forth for the donce stripped to a breech-
clout, one of these o lace ourtuin, another
4 piece of print with the ploture of o storlk
and many of them bits of gay ecalico. Some
have worked red ribbons or skueins of yellow
yarn into their long black hair, Al are
painted, but, unlike the Indian of the north,
the Pueblos evidently try 1o present a
Rimmlug rathor than o hidoous appedrance,
Some are half white and some are hulf blue,
others are marked with geometric Hgures
antl some are one solld color, except at the
front and resr below the throat, where a
Veshnpod ploce of flesh was untouched, frpe-
sistibly recalling the cut of many fashionable
WOImen's gowns,

A striking feature of the docoration of
these men is the white, downy eagle fonthers
which are stuck to all parts of the body.
Many have their heads nearly hidden by
this snowy covering, while others outlined
the painted 1ig]uwa with banda of the saft
-iluwu. Therain lies a curlous and interesilng
act.

Tho feather is n symbol of prayer among
the Pueblos. The ocaglo soars toward the
Sun at will, and his soft white plumes iloat
upward on tho breese like thoughts. ‘The
Fueblo Euu into the mountalns when the
eagle Is broeding to take its young and koep
them In oaptivity for this great occasion,
sud when ho decks himsolf with these fut-
tering feathers they are equivalent to so
many prayers constantly ascending to the
Sun Father, Notan unpoetical idea.

The FPueblo Sun Dance.,

The men from the two big community
bulldings form in separate groups, shoulder
to shoulder, nnd on an open space overlooked
by the imuges, their dunco. Two men
carry a black rawhido drum as blg as a bar-
rel, and o third thumps the time with o cus
rious and ponderous drumstick.

The dawoo Is & jorky lifting of the feot. At

the same time the duncers move slong side-
WayE, ong group to the vight and the other
to the left, which In time bring the two linoes
fave to faoe. As they danve thoy sing a
Fueblo anthem

To the unitiated it sounds 1ke a meaning-
leas repetition of such simplo sy lables as hi-
yoebachu, but [t ks In faol n song of praise
nnd thankagiving w the Sun Father and a
supplication for the continunncs of his favor
It is not the hoarse and discordant yolplng
of the northern Indinn, but rises and falls in
rythmicnl cadences and with an exactioss ns
8o tlime that is sarprising. Thero are no
eruel tortures or wild orgles In the sun wor
ship of these enllghtensd “savages.” ana
whon one understands the siznifloance of
their notions he will observe much of natural
beauty in the smtiments which luspire them.,

Afbtor Whe dance comes the racs, This has
some religions siznificance, as may be said of
nlmost overything the Pueblo does. and at
the snime tiine it 1s Intendod to furnish
nmusement, o make the day one of happy
Jollideation. The teack i a smooth strip of
ground stretehing about 00 yards away from
the saint's hower, 1t ls 4 common notion
that this vontest Is to detormine the gove
ornorship of tho community, This is not
strictly true, but nt Taos the winners ave
supposal to have been favored by the Sun
Father, nnd that sentiment ustally eesults
in glving the ofifee to the bullding whose
rinners nppone to have a “pull® (Lo use 4 bit
of our political language) with the powers
nwhove,

Ench of the big bulldings ot Thos is reproe-
sonted by an equal number of  runners,
usunlly abont sixtoen.  After short speeches
by the governor and licutenant governor,
theso wmrties  are s divided  and
stationed that each building will have one-
hulf of its runners nt the upper end of the
track and the rest at the opposite end,

The Religlous lnee.

This race is o bit peculiar. Two men, ong
from each building, start from the saint's
bower at the sirmal. run to the other end aud
stop. As they crosa the [ine, which s
marked by o bush lying on the ground, two
runners in the lowar group, who have been
swaying and straining in impotent nervous-
ness, take up the race and are releved in
turn when they reach the upper end of the
course. When one skde gets o considerablo
lead on the other the Intter ealls on  its fast-
est runners, and it soluetimes ocours that
one man {3 put in repeatedly to regain lost
ground.
~ The contestants at each end stand in a
row watehiog the track. In the middlo are
the two runners who are to take up the roce
next, and bohind each stands one of the old
men of the tribe with & long eagle feather,
The gocient one touches the calves of the
young man repeatodly with this pinion and
mutters a charm prayving the Father to give
the runner the speed of the lmperinl bied,
At the nnkles and wrists of the young men
are bound feathors from the wing of the
engle to give the wearer some of the powers
of flight possessed by the bird, Here we seo
that the pagans of tho new world draw
fnspirations from niture just us the pagaus
of the old world did when thelr mythology
ovolved Mercury and his wings,

The simplencss of this people has o strik-
ing example in the race, Runners often
take up the race when their colleagues lack
twenty or thirty feet of having finished,
This would not be tolerated among the
whites, but there a8 not even o protest
among the Pueblos and one party Is as
likoly to do it as the other, 80 there seems to
be no organized design in it

The ek is ka'['it clear by the old men,
who are stutioned nt short distances up and
down both sides armed with green branches
intruders out of the way. ne  speotators
show much excitement and chesr their
fayorites with cries of “Umeo-pah” (hurry
up), but thers is no turbulonce, and the con-
test continues for an hour and o half or
moro, until the governor gives the signal to
stop.

Sun Pricsts as Mirth Makors.

This ends the morning exercises, and the
afternoon is given up to the chiffonetes, who
offer o pantomimic performance that affords
the natives great amusement, The chif-
fonetes fill the dual role of merry makors
and priests of the Sun. At the begiuning of
the growing sonson it is their duty to pro-
pitinte the Fathor with supplications and in-
cantutions, nnd ot the great harvest festival
they entertain the people with clownish
antics, for the Pueblos think it their duty to
muke merry, to give theip God visible evi-
dence of thelr Joyous apprecintion of his
goodness,

These pagan priests are also nuked excapt
for u bregen clout, Thelr bodies are elrolod
in black and white strcaks like a zobra,
while their faces are mavked in similar cir-
cles, which have the nose for their common
center, Braided in the hair above the cars
aro bunches of straws from the harvest
fleld, They carry on o jabbering convorsa-
tion like the minstrel mon of the stage and
xet off rude jokes that tickle the spectators
fmmensely.

If the onlookers erowd too clossly they get
down on all fours and scrateh in the sand,
sending o cloud of dust fiying into the eyes
of the bystanders, They squlrm through the
dust on their bellies like roptiles. Thoy
offer cuch other weeds to eat, which arve
sniffed ot and refused with o grimace of dis-
dain.  Articles in the hands of spectators
are snatchod away, woandoring dogs are
stenlthily stolked and swung in the air by
the legs, and when the. cowboys on their
ponivs become too obtrusive they are scat-
wrn-nlth;.' a can or & broken bottle thrown into
the air,

All this is very rude comedy, but the man
who sald the Indian never laughed ought to
aee him at this pantomime, which is as intel-
ligible in its way os that of the white
“artist.” When the merry-mukers get off
purticularly good hits the women on the
terracos shower them with cakes.

In the course of their wanderings the chif-
fouetes finully resch the pole which still bears
the offerings to the Sun Father, Here
ufter unother confab about how they shal
gou the prizo st the top of the pole, they go
through an excesdingly well notod pisce of
mimicry. First they picl up flat stones and
pound away at the pole like men choppin
down a tree, They give this up in wel
feigned disgust, and after another confep-
ence go back to their estufa, They retum
in o fow mlnutes with bows made of twigs
and with o bundle of straws for arrows, A
vigorous attempt s made 1o shoot down the
offering, and their failure 15 marked with
well simulated surprise, much to the amuse-
ment of the native spectators.

Then they make a pretenso of elimbing the
pole, slipping down repaatedly after pro-
groasing ten or fifteen or twenty feet,
Flinally oue of them succeeds and lowers the
thunk offerings by u rope. The privsts
carry off their vooty, und the sun festival is
ot nn ond.

Great Event for All Qlassos,

San Geronimo day I8 n great events for
Americans and Moexicans of northorn New
Meoxico and southern Colorado as well as for
the Pueblos, It 1s like a popular circus in
the north, and the cowboys and miners and
ranchers for seventy-five miles around ride
in, sometimes Lo the number of 2,000, Duole-
gutions of Apaches and Ures come 200 miles,
pitch their tents o mile away and trade with
the visitors, selling tnolr baskots, thelr buok-
shin shirts and even their moceasing to got
money for liguor. And yet t-\'n.-r_\lhllng is
more orderly ll‘]ﬂll It would be in o clvilized
community with such an occasion aud crowd.
At the last celebration Senator 1d Wolecott
of Colorido and a party of eustern friends
wen: spectntors,

The thoughtful render must be lmpressed
with tho sbsonce in the Pueblo coremonies of
the cruel amd disgusting practives common o
other nboriginies in thelr religious exervises,
aml that Is typleal of this race in other re-
spocts.  In this connection it muy bogs well
Lo correct o mistaken notlon about the Pu-
eblo. He is not an Aztec and has no part in
the Montesuma myth, He is not looking fop
the coming of that god and does not keep a
sacred otornal flve burning,  All toat sort of
rubbish makes relishable resding for the
credulous, But the vomantie nonsense about
Monteguma was borrowed from Mexico and
fixed On the Pueblo years ago, provably to
muke an intoresting story, and It sticlks there
in the popular mind, but the truth might as
well be vindicatod.

e
*When pain and unguish wring the brow
A ministering angel thou"—Bromo-Seltzey,

duicin t ellenge Ty
Wistehlug for n Chinook.

Thoy were sleighriding and the cip-
cumstances led her to fnguire:

“Georgs, what makes you look at your
watch so often?”

“Susie,"” he answered, “do you remem-
bor the time wo wont sleighriding and
had to walk seven miles back home
through & ghaw?"

*Yeos," she replled.

“'Well, Susig, this isn't any watoh, It's
& thermometor,”

s eyt

There can be nothing more tempting or
delicious to serve your guests with than
Cook's Extra Dry Champaguo,

BLACK HILEUDIAN SCARE

How n Tondarfoot Faemor 8tampadad Waits
Battders in Tercor

|

MISUNDERSTOOD INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE
(13
Thought It m Warndng of Imponding Mas-
sacro--An l.'n.l-nl_d. Story of Daikota
Lila -!ln'.tln Fpus and Pathotle
I|-||_>I1|m1l||.

Whan the cowboys attached to the Hum. |
phrey & Stengor ontfit, which has the beof
vontract for the Piny Ridge Indian agenoy, ‘
colobrated Ground Hog day by golng over to
one of the towns boracring on the reservia- |
tion, and, after accumulating jags of the i
typleal cowboy kind, retuening home, and in
the oxeess of their bibulous exubseancs |
undertaking to induce the dignified Two |
Stioks to do n ghost dancs while ths choar. |
ful erack of the révolver did servica in len
of an orchestra, thoy wore making history,
but they didn’t know it. 8o far as their 1m-
medinte existones was consernod, they wers

huving a good time, and that wos |
their mailn  object. But Two  Sticks, |
cross ns his names  indicates, came

back with his sons and friends, and, worse

than the frontior whisky which once in- |
duced Colonel Coly (""Buflalo B v steal
his own saddle, they opened fire on the fes-
tive towboys with such deadly offect that |
they wore all killed, Then Twao Sticks was
muaking history. On the next day, when
Captain Brown, in charge of the Pine Ridge
agency, sent Sergeant Joo Bush and o siquad
of twanty Indion pollice aftor Two Sticks
and his little band of wyengers, some more
history wis made, Two of tho sons wers
killed, ns wore also two others of the party,
and Two Sticks was badly wounded, The
official announcement from  the agency that
no further trouble was expoectad, closea the
interesting  ohapter of border  ananls,
Others of like import will be added in time,

But the affair brought up memories of one
of the most humorous of all the various In-
dinn stampedes that are chronleled in the
unwritten history of the Bluek Hills coun-
try. It was not withont its tragle side,
though it was so ladicrous that the sorrow
of the one sad incident connected with it is
all but overshudowed in the general fun that
has been poked at the Hat Creek stampode
of 1888, The story has been handed arvound
among the old timers of the Black Hills for
the last five years, but hus never been told
in print,

One morning in June, 1883, & now settler,
or tenderfoot farer, Hempstend by name,
wias cheerfully plowing the little patoh of
corn he had put in for his proving-up crop on
his pro-emption ¢lalm in the lower end of
Hat Creeck valloy., As ho came to the end of
the row nearest the trail he was hailed by o
strapping big Sloux Indian, who sat astride
nlittle pony. Now, Hempstead could talk
no Stoux, and the Indian could talk no Kng-
lish ; 50 the ensuing conversution, while not
very wordy, was (fecldedly animated. M.
Indinn, who ‘wis one of the Dbig
men in the Wounded Knee lodge of the
Farmers Alliance, and therefore something
of o farmer himself, felt o kindly intorest in
the welfare of the white man, and undertook
to talk crops to him in good farmer fashion,
But the white man was not well up in the
work of the order 88 exemplified on the res.
ervition, and when the Indinn gave the
grand hailing sign, the pule face interpreted
it to menn some sort of threat and governed
himself accordingly.

The more the Indign undertook in the sign
language of the plains to tell his white
brother about this progress of erops on the
reserviation, and what sort of corn did the
baest, with an oveusional side remark about
the prevalling low prices and tho inordinato
appetite of  the edrpbrations that were
grinding the life sutof the farming cinsses,
the more the white Yoan concluded that his
Inst day had areived, © And the foct that the
Indinn had no arms only tended to contirm
him in his notion of  coming treschery.
Finally, when Mr, Sioux t61d Mr. Hempstend.
in the expressive lnngunge of the aborigine's
pantomime, how high his corn  was
nnd how many acres he had in, with Just a
trifie of exultation in his tone, n great light
shone in on the befogeed brain of the white
mon and his heart gave s bound. The In-
dian was fricndly after all, and his errand
was one of mercy. He had come to warn the
white settlers of the approuch of the blood-
iest massnore that ever stained Dakota soil
with human gore. When the Indian pointed
out with a sweep of lds arms the extent of
his neres, that meant that the whole coun-
try was to be ridded of the hated pale face;
und when he designated the number of weeks
his corn had been above ground that told
plainer than words that but two doys would
olupse cre the fearful work began; and,
Instly, when the rod muon unavrtook to con-
vy unidea of the number of bushols he
hoped o harvest, he simply told how miny
of the howhng demons, all eager to drink
ruddy gore, were coming at the end of the
futeful two diys,

That settled it. When the Indlan rode
along, unconscious of the havoe he had sown,
Hempstead unhitohed his horses from the
corn plow, and started post haste for his
Httle claim shanty. There he told his wife
of the impending disaster, and while she
hurriedly packed the livtle belongings of the
couple, ready for instant flight, her husband
rode nlong and alurmed his nearest noighbor,
In turn the latter passed the word of the dis-
covered plot to massacre, and before
noon the Indian's friendly chat had turned
into a thousund rumors, ench more drendful
than the other, and the teail along the Hat
Creck valley was alive with people, moving
toward Qelrichs, S, D,, where some sort of o
stand would be mude against the murderous
Sioux,

About that time the Anglo-Amaerican
Packing company was running an abattolr
at Oeclrichs, and the discarded internal econ-
omies of the numerous fat beeves that died
there fumished o pvrsurmul banquet for the
moek and lowly Indian, who esteems h's
tripe nll the more deliclous in the sbsence of
}:rn'\'iuua [ir{‘pul‘n\inli. To this fesst, so
wunteously spread, the denjzons of Pine
Ridge repaired botween issue days, and in o
never stintoed gorge eked out the not oo lib-
eral rations served out by the governmont,
It was probably toward this goal the agri-
culbural Indian was directing his way when
he stopped to talk crops with the tenderfoot
furmer. S0 when later in the day the Indian
saw an unusual stir among the white set-
tlers, he condluded they were seoking some
of his race for acts more or less overt in con-
pection with the fenst at the abuattoir. It
might be they were after him, and in his
wisdom he sought shelter in a draw, where
he was later discoydred by n white man who
was making his w8 on foot to Oelrichs,
The Indign nns[r‘.'o,'l_ml capture, the white
man ambush, and hogh ran.

In the meantimedho news spread like wild-
fire. Some of the vitisons of Oelrichs tole-
graphed Governor Church at Bismurck to
send nrms and militid'to protect the settlors.
Governor Church (o Thm sent o message to
Colonel Thornby of s stsf?, who lived ot
Hermosa, to go atoace to Oelrichs and take
what stops were nieded, and to report to the
exceutive offlee,  Thetnby notified the gov-
crnor of his siarting aod took the treain for
Owlrivhs.  Here L, Wwhers  the elements
played o very impordint part in the little
affair. After thes Mrain hud crossed the
Cheyenne river botween Smithville and Buf-
fialo Guap, the watef'tame up with one of
those sudden rushes that river 1s noted for
and took out u portion of the railroad bridge,
cutting off connuunieation with the Hilly
and valleys novih) -Then Bordeaux ereck
il something it was'oever known to do be-
fore or since, and  washed out enough track
above Chadron to prevent the truin goiug in
cither direction from Oelrichs and com-
pletely weocking the telagraph line,

When Thornby left Hermosa he told his
orrand, and soom well mounted couriers woro
spesding down tho thickly settled valioys
between the mountains and the Choyeonne
river, spreading the news and warnlng peo-
ple to fles the danger, By nightfull hun-
drods of happy homes had been desorted,
and thousands of pescoful settlers werw
wildly Hying with tholr wives and ehildren
toward the towns of the foothills, where
there would be numbors enough o cheok the
savages and thus seoure safoty,

Within tweaty-four hours of the time the
Sloux furmer had bragged about his coming
corn crup to his more enlightenod, and more
apprehousive, white brother, the pesce of a
proaperous region was destroyed, all oooupa-
tions were abandoned, and the only thought
was safoty. Around fla‘p!d Clty, which was
the largest town ia the foo , there were J

onmped upwards of a thousand farmors, ywith
thelr familics. Volutteors wore oallsd for,
androsponses wors prompt, All arrangements
for intelligont dofonse were made, snd the
old-time fndian fghtors, whoso s perienee
wont hack to that fateful June day in 70,
prepated o got somo of the vengeance of
which they were then balked.

Nothing wis hoard from Oolrichs and the
condluslon was that thoe town was be.
loaguered. Maon came down from the moin-
talne, and afler oxpreasing sucrprise at the
sudiden congrogotion of the farmers, stoyod
to help dofend.  For four days the suspense
was continued, 'Then c¢ame the news from
Oalrichs that the axpectod attnek had not
materinlizad and the fosra wore quietd.
And then camo the pathetic slde of tho
story, Whon the newa was borne down tho
valloy of Spring croek it eame to the doors of
one of the happiest homes o the Black
Hills country and found the husband and
fathor away, The wifo, with the timidity
of rofinement, gatheored her wece, § youns
Indy of 18, nad the school toscher, n citl of

17, and with her threoo lutle children starbed

in the night for Rapid Cliy. The roasd lny

along the bank of the oresk, and
in  one  part thero was o  dangor-
ous  ford, Down into this the flosing

women drove, unnware that the sudden
freshiot in the mountaing had swollon tho
creek to a raging tortent. In the wild rush
of wators the wagon wns overturned and
only the mother nnd one child gained the
bank again. In their flicht from o danger
that had no real existenoe the other four
found death In the swirling torrent.

When telegragh and mallroad  had boen
repalted the scare soon died out and peoplo
lnughod st It excopt when they  recallad the
awful struggle of the hapless women nnd
children in the nieht against the rushing
water of Spring ordok, Somo woeeks lutoer
Mok Ward, oneof the bost known of westorn
plalnsmen and  scouts, met the Indinn who

| hud bullkod erops to Hompatead, and in good

Sioux the Indian told Ward of his conversi-

tion nnd  inquived why the white men had
pursucd him,
All of which conflemed  Dick in  the viesw

that he so freguently oxprosses to Wis intl.
mates, that “thore's no good In a d—d
tenderfoot, any way vou take him, and loast
of all in s tenderfoot farmer."
—_——

A Hnckenswk, N. Y., preacher doclarcs
that heaven is o material abode located “in
the star Aloyone."

ULCERS
SCROFULA
RHEUMATISM
BLOOD POISON

ud m'nﬁ kindred disease arising from {mpure
bldod cured by that never-failing

and bost of all medicines,

Book on Blood and Skin Diseases mailed frea

THE SWIFT SPECIFIO CO.,
ATLANTA, GA.

Aro those ignorant pretenders who,
without any qualifications, any ability,

any experience, any skill, claim to
possess the power to cure all the ills of
the human race. But their want of
worth soon becomes apparent to their
would-be dupes, and these con=cience-
less quacks are soon consigned to the
oblivion they so richly merit.

In strange and strong contrastwith
these miserable boasters is the quist,
dignified yet courteous demeanor of
those noted leaders of their profession,

rs, Betts & Betts

|
Who, during the past 27 years, have
abundantly demonstrated their ability
to effect spoedy, perfect and permanent
cures in all the worst forms of those del-
icate sexual maladies embraced within
the general terms of

| 0
NERVOUS, CHRONIC
AND
PRIVATE DISEASES.
o —

Send 4 cents for their illustrated new
book of 120 pages, ‘‘Know Thyself.”

Consultation frea.
dress, with stamp,

Drs. Betis & Betts,
119 S, (4th Sirest.

Cor. Douglas St',

OMAHA, - NEB.

The Paragon

LRibbon tsdurable, pro lucoes clean Work. gives
satisfastion and wmilllons are sold.

Call upon or ad-

We're Selling Out,

too!

Yes, we are, we're selling out. *
That is, we're selling out
our winter goods, including
all our winter overcoats and
winter suits at prices far be.

low the regular winter price,

We're selling out these winter goods
at these prices because the sea-
son is now late and we'd rather
sacrifice a bit on them than to
carry any over.
prices here, but rest assured
you won't find as good bargains

in Omaha as at the

Columbia Clothing
Company,

18th and Farnam Streets.

We quote no

Dollar
&
Day.

Is all it will cost you for a
room in the G. N, W,
hotel during the

World’s Fair,

if you engage it
before March 1st

. M. Nattinger,
Room 11, Chamber of Commerce,
Omaha.

EVERY CONVENIENCE,
DESIRABLE LOCATION
The usual rates are $2 to $5 a
day for no better rooms.

'c - l f‘ M— h dq
$ AND HOW TO ATTAIN IT. !
€ A medical worlk that tells the canses, degorihes
€ theofTects, poluts the remedy. Selentifionlly th g
most valuable, artistienlly The most beaotiful
modical book ever
pusboaring a half

blished; U8 pinges, every
"
-Lu pocts troated ¢ 3

one I{}li-llmll--r\ in tints.
ryvous Debility, Impotency,
Sterllity, Dovolopime Varicooele 1lhu Hus-
hnnl.'i'rmm Intendin oto.

. arrlago, ote. I
Every man whosouli! know the Grand Truths, ¢
Qthe Plain Facts, the Old Beorets anid Neww Dig-
 coveries ar Medioal Sclener an applicd to Mar.
ri'eL:'. !.(fn.':eﬁ:ru mawlr'!ﬁ?h:n Jor past follies g
p i2nid avaid fulure pii o, ahowdd werite fur this
d WONDER VUL LITTLE Lok , .

—— e —

The Mercer. y

Omaha’s Newast H
COR. 12TH AND HOWARD 373,

0 Rooms at §1,00 per d W

VY ooms nt $1.00 por day.

Hteoms with Bath at §1.0) par day,

B Rooms with Bath at 8801 to §L5D por aay,
——————

OPENED AUuGuUsT 1st

Modern in Every Respoot.
Newly Furnished Thronghou t

C. 8_._ERB. Prop.

MURRAY  HOTEL

Tho only hotel In the o'ty with ) o
3 1 1ot an T
wrtor, und stedm boat In oy ary room s o.‘i

Table and dinfng room SOFVICe Unsnrpassed,
RATES $2.50 TO $4.00.
Spocial rates on appilostion,

B. siILLOWAY,p,

Pro

Delay is Dangerous
DO YOU YALUE YOUR EYESIGHT ?

If wo. enll and oonsule

PROF. HIRSCHBERG,

Wha will be at inesiore of MAX MEYER &
BROU, CO, InOMAHA, NEB, FEHRUARY 20
Vo2 and have them Utted with « palr of Lis

Nonchangeable Spectacles.
Max Meyer & Bro. Co.,

Bole Agents for Omuahia, Nob,
EYES TESTED FREE.

DR. K. W. BAILEY

Teoth Filisnl Wit
outaln by tag
Laatast Lavaa-
tion

Teoth Extracted Without Paln or

it 1 meanger, "
A Full Sel of Teetr on Kabhae for 35.9).
Perfeot it goarantaod. Testh exteasts! lo thy

morning. Kow ones tusorted lu the evoalog Of ssas

uy.
Fen spoecimens of Nomaovatte Heltgy

Lo speimens of Flaxibie 5aaiia *L st

w!ckoff. Seamans & Benedicl | 3700 1 s inderses whito o et “Gffice Third Floor Paxton 319k
TELESHONE 1574 1712 FA RNAM BT ’-__ytffﬂ_tm':"’"‘ o Bufule N.¥, 4 Take E.lll.l:al‘lll.:::"tu“r]:li‘-lrl;I:I'I’I:u.5“'::3‘:‘;.;-:'."1)!
" LLCoop
Ar 0 N I 7 ‘ "ome e
I1) Industries N
By purchasing goods made at the following Nebraska Factories. If you
cannot find what you want, communicate with the manufacturers as
- to what dealers handle their goods.
AWNINGS. 1| FURMITURE - IRON WORXS, PRINTING, | SEWIND MATHINIS
Omaha Tent-Awning | Chas. Shiverick & o Reed Job Printing New Noble § Lincoln JE
Fings. Hamimorks, 011 | vuroitare, carpews ana | PAXL0D & Vierling | IndustriallronWorks e alro of the st ma- |

aiid Hubber Clothing | Uraperies

paud s

\.‘;;I.L‘:I.EOM|U‘UU ! 1204 Farnam st.
BREWERS.

Fred Krog Brewing Omaha Brewing Assa

COMPANY, |

Our Bomled Cablnsl Guaranteod o egual

Baer delivered (o wsay | outslide brande. Vienns

art of the oity. w7 | Export Bottled  Hewr

woknon st Dellverad o famiiing,

| —— —

FLOUR.

8. F. Gllman. | Omaha Milling Co,
10181813 N, 16th ut.
C K. Blaock masager.

Ofee nnd MIIL
1300 M.k s

IHON WORKS.

Wrough+~ and Cast lron
bullding wor k, Kogines,
Lrass work, ote i

ant
Inds of
11

Manufastarin
palring of all
machinery. Ti4 8
st Telephoons LElL

Novalty Works,

Most compiote piantin
the weat for llght wessu-
ferturiug and all kinds
of sioetro-plating. Chase
Milg. Co., Weeplog Waer

e

Mado wod soid to iha
Ltrade by Chas Mfg Co,
Linooln, Neb,

Heo BHullding

soAP. |

Page Soap Co.

Manufacturersof Unlon
116 Hickory st

ey e A e

suapy

SYRUP,
" Farrell & Co.

Jalls, prammevan, miaos
meit s0d apple ﬁulm.
BFT AP, o las e "
Bl wud Verosu.

—
| WHITE LEAD,
Carter Whito Lead Co §

Corrodsd aud

T R

. .




