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/' On the 1st day of March, 1867, Androw

Johnwon, preswdent of the United Stules,
Wauea the proclamation by which Nebraska
was admitted into the sisterhiood of states,
Thoe qumrter-contenninl anuniversary of this
momentous event Is an oceasion that justitivs
o retrospective view of the oventa that have
transpired sineoe Nobraska discarded her ter-
ritorinl swnadling clothes and sssumed hor
rightfel position among the great common-
woalths that make up the galaxy of United
States.

It is mee! and propor for Nobraskans to
tuke an inventory in this day of the wonder-
ful dovelopment of & quartor of a century.
This ean best be done by compuranve exhib-
its of the population, industrinl and commer-
cinl  evolution, eaucationnl, rehgious and
benevolent  Institutions, agricultural re-
sources, and producing capacity of the state,

Tue Bee in this issue presonts a cuvelully
prepared and unbinsed recital of the constl-
tutional genemis of Nebrasua from the day
slie wns cavveda oul as s territory up to the
present. This historieal research has been
supplemented by chapters of uvnwritten or
partinlly written history of polivical struggles
and eventa In the early yoars of statehood,
Including the contast over the constitution of
1571 and the (mpeachment trmal of David
Butler, Incdentally we present also a
cursory review of leglslative sessions, with
the namos of eminent Nebraskans who have
served in the law-makiog ana oxecutive
brancties of territorial and state government
aud the men who hove vepresented Nebraska

1ln the national legislature,

Last, but not lenst, we print comparativo
tables and exhibits of population, school at-
tendaneco, nssessed valuations of proporty,
and aggregate of products of the farm and
cattle ranch.

These facts and figures are necessarily
condensed into o limited snace, but they will
be found very instructivoe,
mighty striges which the state has made in
l.h.u pust - twonty-five years, aud convey a
elenr iden of the tremendous tide of Human
energy which hns set westward since 1807,

Nobraska ns o Terrltory.

Althougn the ot creauting the territory of

Nebraska became uw law on May Ho, 1864, it
wis not until October of that vear that the
oficers  appointod by Preswdent Pierce
reached Bellovue, then the ouly village of
guy pretention in the territory.'I'hese oflcers
wore; Governor, Franois Buret of South
‘wrollun: seceretury, Thomas B, Cuming of
owas; cniel justlee, Penner FPerguson of
hllchiparn ; nssociute Justlees, J .mas Hrad-
loy of Indionw and Edwin 1. Hovdin of
Goeorgla; moarshal, Mark W. lzard of Ar-
kunsas; attorney, Experience Estabrook of
Wisconrsin,

Governor  Burt  died Octobor 15,
cloven unvs aftar his armival, By virtue of
his ofMlce Searotary Cumlng assumed the
dyties of Lthe executive aud on the snmo day
ot the Hest proclamation promulegated in
the new tevritory. It zontalned the olicial
announncament of the death of Govoernor
Burt nmd divegied that the outional colors
within the werritory  be draped in mourning
for a periad of thirey davs,

Just

—_—

TUERMITORIAL CAPITOL, GMAFA,

Na sooner had tho proper respect been
pald to the territory's distinguished aenua
than the uffales of the liviog pushed them-
solves Into prominonce. A cupitul for the
new territory wns to bo selected and the
wheels of government set In  motion. The
nmbitlous civizens of Bellovue, Floreuce,
Omubn, Plattswouth and Nebraska City at
once enterod fnto uw flercs competition for the
seat of government. After due considera-
von Governor Cuming declded to locste the
cupitol at Omuha.

The First Territorinl Legislnture,

In an oMelnl prociamation issued Dooomber
20, 1N, the acting goveruor designatod
Omahin us the eapltal and ealled tho first sos-
slon of tho logisinture to meet in that city on
the 1Gth day of January, I86h, Previous to
this. howaver, o consus of the tervitory Lad
bron taken and un election ealled for.” The
census rovodaled n population of 274  The
tereitory was divided into eleht countios,
which were designated as follows: Burt,
Waeshington, Douglas, Dodge, Cass, Pierce,
Foruoy and Iichardson, The mombership of
the first logislature was divided as follows ;

Burt 2ounty, one councilman, two ropre-
sentatives,

Washington county, one councilman, two
renresentatives,

Lopglas county, four councllmen, elght
TONrOSOnLALIVOS,

Dodge county, one connollman, two repre-
sentatives,

Ciss county, one councilwan,
sentntives,

IMlurce county (afterwaras Otoe), three
cou’ucilmeu. five represontatives,

Porney county (atterwards Newaba), one
eouncilnan, two representatives.

lichardson county, one councliman, two
represontatives,

‘e flrst goneral election ln the new terri
tory wus held on December 12, 1804, and re-
sulted In the selection of Napoleon B, (id-
dtfa as the tervitorial delegats Lo congress.

10 first session of the tarritorial lemsla-
ture convened in o two-story obrick bullding
erecied for its reception at Owmabs ay 10
o'olock 0, m. Jauuury 16, 1555,

The foliowlug gentlemen composed the

two repre-

pouncil: J, L, Sharp, prosident; B, R. Fol.
som, J, (L Mitehell, M. H. Clark, T. G. Good-
will, A. 1. Jones, O. 1), Richurdson, 8. E.

aneu. Luke Nuckolls, A, H. Bradford, H.
. Benusit, C. H. Cowles and Richard
Brown, Dr. Georee L. Miller of Omatin was
ehiefl olork. O, F. Lake of Brownvillo assist-
sut clerk, 5. A. Lowls of Owaba cergeaut at

History— Reminiscences of Territorial
Wae Counted in and a Constitution Counted
“Doctored”

They extibit the l ; :
sity at Fontanelle,nud vhe collogiate prepava-
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arms and N. I IMolsom of 'Tekkamah door
keaper,

Tho house organized with the following
moanibers: Androw J, Hanscom, spoenker;
W. N. Byers, Willlam Clanoy, F, Davidaon,
Thomnas, Davis, A, D, Goyer, Audrew J,
I'n(!plumn. Robert Whitted of Douglas; J. 1,
Roberwson, A, C. Purple of Burt: A. Archer,
A 0. Smith, Washington: 5. I Dovle, J. W,
Riehardson, Dodgo; J. M. Latham, Willinm
Kempton. J. I H. Thompson, Cass; (3, Ben-
nett, J, H. Cowles, J, H. Dacker, W. I,
Hall, Willinm Maddox, Pierce (now Otue) |
W. A, Finnev, J, M., Wood, Forney (now
Noemaha), D, M. Johnson, J. A. Singleton,
Richardson, J. W, Puddock was chief clerk,
G. L. Eayre ussistant elerk, J. L, Giobs ser-
geant-nt-arms and B, B, Thompson door-
keeper, The total mymbership of the coun-
cil was thirteon and op the houna twenty-slx.

Among the nnmes « bove will be recognized
those of the folip wing living well knowu
citizens: A. D, Jones, the father of Omaba
and first postmnst@r, 5. 18, Rogers, capitalist,
residing in Omaha; Dr. Georgoe L. Miller, for
20 many years cditor of the Omalua Heraly,
and now chalrman of the Omalina rnrk com
misslon: W. N. Byors, aftorwards n capl-
talist mt Leavenworth and owoner ! the cor-
ner oecupled by the Continental block, Fit
teenth and Douglas streots, Omaha; Andrew
J. Poppleton, attorney-ut-luw, Omulin: J. W,
Paddock, onn of the county commmissioners of
Douglas county and governmeut director of
the Unlon Pacitie rmlway, auo B, B, Thomp-
son, now as theu a citlzen of Brownville,
where he has since oceupied several pablic
positions, tne father of John € Thompson of
Omuahn, the editor of the Amerlsun,

Governor Cuming in his mossage alluded
feolingly to the untimely death of Liovernor
Burt, The prineipal part of the message,
bowever, wis devoted to n discussion of the
Pacifle rallway, Its importauce to the wel-
fare of the now territory wis expatiated upon
ANO W sTrong argument mede in favor of the
Plotte valley route - gn argument which has
sinee been fully vindieated by the completion
of thn great ratlway system along the route
indieated,

Thoe first session of the legislsture was not
el respeets 0o model opte, but considering
the somwewhat chaotic condition of aifaivs in
this worritory, 1t wade a falr beginiing, ang
necomplishod much In the way of leglslation
thal was worthy of commenduation.

The machinery of local governmont was
proviacd for and county oficers creatod.

" Tho eriminal code of lown, with some modi-

flentions, was  adopted,  The capital was
formially ana ofMcinlly locsted at Omaba
Educntionnl interosts were not forgolten,
Threo institutions of learning, viz: Simpson

university at Omehn, the Nebraska univor-

tory Institute nat Nebraska City were iucor-
porated,

Among the meat notaole transactions of
the first sesston waoes tha favorable report by
M. H. Clark, ehairmun of the committea on
corporations,on tne bill eharterine the *latte
Valley and Pacific rmibroad company, a pro-
posed Hine which has since become one of the
greatest commercial highways of the wosld,

In the meantime Pregigent Merce had
appointed Mark M. Izard to succeed Gov-
oruor Burt. He arrived at Omaha on [Peb.
roary 2, 1806, and three days iater took the
oath of oive.

The Flrst Formal Cenaus.

Thero waos much to be done oven after the
adjournment of the legislature, 1In the yesr
18030, n formul censug of all the wnlte persons
ln the tervitory was talken, and the poouls-
tion by countes was as lollows:

Burt....... 86 Neuoutho ¥4
Ciss., . e veae 12 Oloe, ItN
Dinkotin, Bl Puwnoee. . 14!
Dodge L Richurdson 1]

Douglay .

Totul Feshahne Repeenr 1111

Dakota and Pawnec counties wore orcated
by the first logisiature which hnd changed
Pierce to Otoe and Forvey to Nemuha, the
natnes by which they ure now kuown,

L0980 Washilugton, .

The Secoud Territorinl Legislature,

The secona session of
sembiod on Decombor 18, 1855, The mem-
bors of the first council had voluntarily re.
signed, but all were  re-alooted exeopt M, H
Clark of Dodge, who hnd died, and  Luke
Nucikolls of Cass county., Joln Evans, the
old-time seedsmun of Omaha, sueceeded My,
Clari, nnd 8. M Kirkpatriek, who died on
tho 17th ult, at his old home, was substi-
tuted for Mr. Nuckolls, I'ne eouncil ofticers
wers: B, R Polsom. president; 15 (k. Me-
Noely, chiof clerk; M. B. Case, nssistant
elerk, and C, W, Pi res, now of Lavcaster
county, sergeant-ut-nems. Tuo house roater
contained the following names: A, D, ik,
Richnrdson; W, H. Hoovor, Ricbarason and
Nemaha; PThomas I8 Hare, Pawnee; W, A,
Finney, L, A, Chambers, Nemaha; James H.
Decleer, M. W. Hiden, J. Sterling Morton,
Willfam B, Hall, J, O, Campbell, John Boule-
wure, Otoe; A. M. Hose, Otoe and Cass;
Jonn K, Buck, Willinm Lard, J, MeF. Ha-
pood, Cass; George [ Miller, William
Larimer, ir, Levi Harsh, W. L. Moore,
Alexunder Davis, Leavitt 1, Bowen, Alonzo B,
Sallsbury, William Ulavey, Douglas; 14, .
Sullivan, Washington; Willlam B, Heck,
Washivgton and  Burt;  Thomas Gibson,
Dodge, I?, G, Sullivan was speaier; H. O,
Andorson, chilefl clerk: 1. Lo Giibbs, nssistant
vlerk; A. . Bishop, scrceant-at-orms, and
E. B Chion doorvkespor,

Amopg the ghovo names those of George L.,
Mitler, W. H. Hoover, J. Stevling Morion,
Wilinm B. Beck and Themns Glbson are
still fawiliae, Mr, Hoover lived theso in
Brownville, and bas held muny publie posi-
tions, Lately he bas acted as deputy oil in-
speotor, J. Sterling Morlon continues nuw,
s then, o lendlug democerat of Nebraska
City,  Wilhium B. Beck has since been fro-
quentiy vlected to oMee, and Thomas Gibson
wos thoe frst secretary of the Omuba Bonrd
of Trade nua hus been honpred with other
conapicuous offiess.  He now resides at Los
(iatos, CUnl, where hu sponds bis declining
years o coltivating @ frult farm, His sons
are nearly sll in Omuby, and are among our
lendiog cltizeus,

the legislnture as.

The First Assessmoent,

The drst report of the tervitorial auditor
wis submitted ot this session and it showed
the followineg valuation of real uud personal
property by counties:
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In his spnual message Goveruor lzard al-

ludod o the progress of work on the capitol,
which was rapidly approaching completion
The progross of Lhe territorial surveys wi .
spoken of and many other matters pestaluing
Lo the needs of Lhe territory referred 1o, T'he
tervitory had made oconsiderable progress
during tho year., The boundaries of the
counties were estabilsbhed. A road from
Umaba to Fort Kearney was surveyed and
its construction commenced. ‘I'ng second
scsslon of Lthe leglslature also lnrovmeu the
publie school systew of the terrilory. A cen-
sus of the pulation was takeu sbowiog
10,718 tubabitaots,

The Third Sesston,

The thira sesslon of the legisluture con-
veued ou Jeuuary &, 1857, The territorim

tire yenrs and matters seemed to be passing

Governor Tzard's moessage is quoted as piving
n Fair idea of the condition of the
stato at that time :

“We ean boast of a population of more than
15,000 intelligent, orderty and energetio citl-
26ns, who can challenge comparison with
thioso of any state ortercitory of the utilong
of Hourlshilug towns and prosporovs citios
with theler bandsome church edificos, wnli

ombryo

regulated schools and busy streets; of our |

broad and beautiful prairies thickly doited
with comfortable farm houses and well tilled
flolds, vielding their rich treasures to tho
hand of poaceful industey, 1The avpprecintion
of property far excedds tho expoctations of
the most sanguine, Business lots upon the
stroots whore 1hoe wild grass still flourishos
nre readily commanding from 8500 to &1,000
cach ) luods adjacent Lo uur Mmost proaparous
towns soll readily at from #50 to #4400 per
dere; oredit (s almost unknown In our busi.
ness circles ) no eltizon opprosseda by debt or
orippled In his energics by tho band of
ponury and want, but ali, encouraged vy the
success of tho past, loak forwnrd to the fu-
ture with eagor hope and bright anticipas
tion.”

It was during this, the third, seasion thnt
tho first attempt to remove the cipitol from
Omaba was frustrated by the goveroor. A
bill was poassed locating the capitol at
“Douglns,” an imaglnary city in an imagin-
ary county. Governor Izard promptly vetoed
tha hill,

The most striking peco of logislation ac.
complished at the third sossion wis tho pass-
are of the bill repenting the criminal code,
leaving thy tereitory without a law agninsty
crime or tisdumennor of any charasctor, As
nri-?cu of Ill-advised legisiation, it standas
without & parallel In the history of the
stite, 1y may bo said to the personal oredit
of Govornor lzard that he vetoed the bill but
the legislatute passed the Will over hLis voto,

The Thivd Sesslon,

When the vhird tervitorial assambly con-
venoed the following gentiemen wore mem-
bers of the council: A. F. Sallsbury, George
L. Miler, 8, E, Rogers, L, L. Brown, presi-
dont; James A, Allen, A. H, Bradford,
Mills 8, Heeves, 5. M. Kirkpotrick, It W,
Furnns, William Claney, Charles Mcllonald,
Jacob Safford ind A, W, Puett, The house
roster  contained the followiug names:
I. L. Gibbs, speaker; A, I'. Cromwell, N, J.
Sharp, W, A, Finney, 1. C. Lawrence, S. A,
CUChambers, H P, Duwns, 1. D. White, H. O,
Cowles, J. C. Elis, W, B. Hall
W. M, Sloughter, H. C. Wolph, Brood Cole,
J. A, Cardwell, 8. A, Stricklund, Joseph
Dys=on, C. T, Holloway, Jolin Finney, W. ?-‘..
Moore, H. Jonnson, J, Steinberger, M. Mur-
phy, R. Kimball, Jonas Seely, A. o, Hans-
comn, George Armstrong, Silas K, Secley, J.
A, Srawart, Willinm Counnor, E. P. Stout
ano G. M. Chileot.

Among the ubove names that of R W.
Furnas appears for tho test tlime promi-
nently in Nebraska affuivs. He was after
wards governor of the statound is now secre
tary ol the State Board of Agriculture und
offlelally connectod with many national organ-
lentions,  Coarles MoDonold 1s a merchunt at
Novth  Platte and a brolnerin-law of
Governor Bovd., A, J, Hunscom has long
sines retired from setive bosioess to enjny
hity wenlth, as bas also George Avimstrong.
Itev., W, M. Slaughter and Ganoral Silns A,
Strickland  afterwards  achleved deserved
prominence, the former fn the pulpit and the
latter in  polities and at the bur, icbard
Kimball became a prosperous ico dealer and
was accldentally kliled some venrs sinee ut
Council Biaffs, J. A, Stewart is still a hard-
ware merchant at Blale, The owvhers are
dead or have aropped out of punlic notice,

The Fourth Scsslon.

Dr, George L. Mliller was the presideat of
the counetl ut the fourth session of the ter.
ritovinl assembly. T'he houss that session
contained many names already famihar to
the peoplo of the territory or which have
since become well known. Among them
wero the following: J. Sterling Morton, W.
B. Hull, 0. B. Robb, J, H. Deacker (speaker),
T. M. Murquette, Silas A. Strickland, Amos
Gates, George Armstrong, A, J. Pounleton,
W. It. Thrall, J. W, Paddock, J, S, Stewart,
P, C. Sullivan and William B, Beck.

The session convenoed on December 8, 1857,
It was destined to be a memorable one in the
aunpals of the termtory, for it was duricg this
seasion that Lthe majority of the members
withdrew and ottempted to set up a new
government at Florence, The division of
the legislnture resulted from a renewal of
the attempt to remove the eapitol from
Omahia. "I'he secoding branch went through
the formality of bolding duily sessions at
I"lorence, but they accownplished notuing in
the way of legislution,  The minority branch
mot at Omahu from day to day vutil the ses-
?mu expirea on Junuary 16, by limitation of
aw.

A fow mouths later, on Aueust 14, Gov-
ernot Iichardson, who had succeeded (ioy-
ernor Izavd, issued & proclamavion calling the
legislature togetber in spaclul sesston, The
spocinl session convened on Septomber 21,
The most notanle feature of tho spocinl ses-
cton, which is known as tho fifth territorial
leglsluture, was the first attempt to abolish
slavery in the territory, On November 1
Representative Dally introduced a mll “To
wbolish slavery in the terrvitory of Nebraska,
It was referred to a speclal committes from
which Lwo roports were submitied, the ma
Jority report being favorable and tho minors
Ity report the reverse. After avory brief
discussion the bill was luyl upon the table
u:ul wis not takken up aguin during the ses-
sion,

The Fifth Sesslon.

At the fiftn session the seat of Charles Me-
Donald as councilor from Richardson and
Pawnen wus contestod by . S, Dundy, now
Judge of thoe United States alstrict court.
Gigorgo L. Miller, W, E. Mogre and John H.
Porter, aftorwards pollce judeo and now a

rosldent of Los Auogeles, (al., were tue
councilors from  Douglas county.,  Judge

Ciearge W. Doanerepresented the counties of
Burt, Washington and Sarpv, In the louse
Samuel G, Datly, afterwards delegate in ¢on-
gress, entered publie life as ropresentative
of Nomnahaand Johuson oountles. The Inte
Judge O, P. Mason wos there from Otoe, T,
M. Marvquette from (lass anda tho late Clinton
Briggs and Willlam A, GGwyer were In the
delegation from Douglas,  The late John
Taffe, afterwurds & congressmian from Ne-
oraska, oc:uipled the seat for Dakota, Cedar
and L'eaw Qul Court gounties, K. H, Rogars
of Fremont. who died while consul to Vera
Crug in the lattor part of the seveutles, was
doorgooper of the house,

Secretury and twice Acung Governor Cum-
ing diod Maroh 12, and July 12 J, Sterling
Morton becamo secretary of the torritory.

The Sixth Seaslon.

‘The sixth session convened Decembar 5,
1854, with but fow changes In the couneil, E.
A. Allun who Is oceasionnlly seen upon our
stracts, but now lives elwwiloﬂ’. WikS nE816L-
unt wvlerk, In the house many familiar
numes appear, Joseph B, Burbank, after
wards Lodien trager nt Omabin sgency, onme
from  Kichurdson, Alex. Bain, now em-
ployed in the governmant printing ofice at
Washington, was one of the representatives
of O ce. Willlam 5, Lutta, now of Vekamah,
and Chief Justice Maxwell, now of Dudge,
waere o tbe delegution from Cass und Lan-
caster, 1% M. Marquotte was agaln in bis
sout, General Btrickland roprésented Sarpy,
Douglus sent A J, Hanscow, . D. Hilden,
the late Harvison Johnson, Gesorge £, Kon-
vedy, Judge Georg2 B, Lake and A, B.

Malcomp, Gouperal Strickland was elected
spookar, James W, Moore, now em-
ployed 1o the bureau  of printing

and engraviog in Washington, then a8 resl-
dentof Nebrasks City, was chief clerk.

In the futerim between the Hfth and sixth
sosslons (Governor Rictuardson had resigned
and had peen succesdod by Samuel W.
Black. Governor Hlack doliversd his first
message to the sixth session on Docember 0,
The foliowlng facts glesnvd from tho mes-
sogo will be of interest as showiong the
progreas of the territory: ‘“I'tis territory
was organized on May 30, 1854, aud the tirat

legislature  convened on  January 10,
1854, In that body elght coun
Livs were reproso uted, Now, at

the expiration pof five yeors, vwenly-ithree
counties huve thelr represcotatives o the
legisiature aud thirty-five couuties have been
fully organized or their boundaries defined
oy law. The lapds in Nebraska sctuslly
surveyed amouut 10 SHG1L768 acres, ‘The
survoys have been extended from the divid-
Ing line petween Kaunsas and Nebrasus, on
the fortieth parallel, 1o the latitude of 42
degreos, Hl minutes, while the average depth
from the Missourl river Is about 140 miles. "

The sixib legulature wus woled by the re-

newal of the efforts ta aboMsl the institutlon T unlot, Nor did Nebraska ston hern

of slavery and by the first akempt to form o
state govornment. Sineuly speaking, Ne.
braska war not a siave teeritory,
ereciing the toernitories Kansns nand No-
braska left tho slavers question to the de
cislon of the soltlers. The contlest was an
exceedingly bitter ane In Kansas, bot, owing
to et gengraphical location, Nebradka did
not offer a promising Held for the cxtansion
of siavery, The first officlal consus, taken
In 1854, reveniod the presence of but thirteon
slaves. Most of thom were brought to the
territory by state offtelals soming from slavae

| stntes, and 1t 1s probably the fact that thele

servitude was almost \'oillm.ury

The failuro of the first attempt to abolish
slavery has already baen noted, The friends
of the movement did not loag remain idle.
On Decembor 7, 1850, Willlam H. Tavlor in-
troduced fn the counctl & b1l “to abolish and
probibie slavery or involuntary servitude 1y
the territory of Nebrasion.' It was reforrad
to o special committen conslsting of Willlam
H. Taylor, George W. Donne and George L.
Miller, On December 19 two roporls waere
submitted from that commities, ono by Mr.
Tavior favoring the bill wod the other by
Dr, Miller opposing L

The bill made its appoarance in the houre
on December 7, belug presented by Mr. T, M.
Marquette, Ou the following day an at-
tempt was made to luy tho bill on the table,
but it was unsuccessful, Then a motion to
reject the bill was defested by a vote of 24 to
11 On Decomper 16 the measurs was taken
up by the committee of the whole house and
amonded so as to further probibit the exteno-
tion of slavery in the tervitory without ef-
fecting the status of the slaves already held,
Aftor an unsuccessful Attempt to strike
out the enacting clause the olll wus on-
rrossod nand  pussed to a third readiog.
The will ecame up for its  final
pasango on December 157, The opponents of
the weasue vesorted to every form ol par-
linmentary strategy to avold a vote but thoir
offorts wero unavailing, I'ie bill passed by
nvoie of 2to 17,

In the counail of December 20, conslaoera-
tion of the bill was indefinitely postponed,
and for w time the frienda of the measure bo-
leved that their offorts to make Nobraska o
freo territory wero to be unsucvessful, On
Docomber 20 My, Litle offered n jolnt resolu-
tion for tho protlpition of slavery iu Ne-
bruskn, It wus objocted to on the ground
thut the whole matter had been disposed ol
by Indefivite postponement. Tho chair de-
ciged the point of order not well taken, The
fewluuou was then put in the form of o bill
wud passed, In its new form it was re-
turned to the house where It wus amended
antd pnssed, On Janunry 3, 1800, the councll
concurred in the amendments nnd the bill
was finally sent to the governor. On Janu-
ary U Goveroot Black returncd the bill with
nvoto, Thus the second attempt to make
Nebroska o free tercitory was » fallura,

Aunother notuble foature ol the sixth ses-
sion wus the first attompt td raise Nebraska
to tho dignity of statehopd.  Ln his message
Governor Black bad discussed the guestion
of statehood, but gave it as his opinion that
the population of the tereitery was hardly
largo vnough, Io spite of the goverunor's
views, however, the leglslaturs at this ses-
sion passed s bill entitlod “Au act to frame
aconstitution and state governtent for the
atato of Nebrasga.” Tuo proposition em-
bodied in the bill was submtted to a vote of
the people on March 5, 158 anda was re-
Jected by o vote of 2,372 W0 &UHL

The Seveath Sossdon,

Tho seventh session of tha legislature con-
vanad on Doecember 8, 1850, Governor Black's
anpnual message indicated that at that time
the territorinl debt amouuted to 0,000, Va-
rious matters of importnnos vo the develop-
mont of the territory weore discussed in the
messaga, It wos in this session®that the
slavery question recelved igs final quictus s
far as Nebraska was con ad., Oon Decem-
ber 7 Jonn M. Thayer intros d_a bill in the
council to abolish slavery! and involuntary
servitude in the territoryy” The samo bill
had boen introduced io toe house the day
previons by Hapresontative Mathius. Hoth
houses passed the bill but for a second time
Governor Black interposed a veto, But the
sentimont in favor of abolivion had grown
rapidly in tbhe short ume that had intervened
vetween tha sixth and seventh sessions ana
the friends of the measure hat no difficulty
iu pagsing the bill over the veto,

In the seventh session the council was
composed of the Tollowing membors:
Douglas, Johin M. Thayer, David D. Belden,
W. A, Liule; Dakotn, Dixon, Lean qui
Court, John Taffe; Washington, John A,
Unthank; Serpy, Silas A, Strickland: Cass,
. M, Marquette; Utoe, Willlam H. Taylor,
Johin 1, Bennetv; Nematn and Johoseon, T,
W. Tipton; Richardson and Pawneo, E, 8.
Dunay; Cass, Otoe and Dodge, Samucl H.
Eibert; Burt, Washington and Sarpy, John
Q. Goss. W. H. Taylor wns president, K. I,
Brewster chiel clevk, Damiei H. Wneeler
asnistant clerk, W. H., Jamos sorgeant-at-
nrms, nna 1, C. Slader doorkesper,

In the bouse the following names after-
ward prominent 1o state affates appear: k., A,
Pisdul, Jumes Hacker, Hiram W. Parkor,
Amos Gates, John G, Redick, S. A. Lowe,
Joel T, Griftln, Henry Grobe and [Szra Mil-
lard. Georgo L, Soybaolt was onlef clerk, S.
1). Boangs, assistant elerk, nnd W. A. Pollock
doorkee

The Seventh ecouncii contained au array of
talent which marks 1tas oue of the pemark-
uble boittes ol the territory, John M, Thuyer
wias  alterwards Nebraska's only  major
genersl of volunteers, ote of the Hresy United
Stutes senotors, and laterjgovernor of Wy-
oming aud governor of Noebrasks, John
Taffe served two terms in congress und died
nt North Platto as recoiver of the land office,
Silius A, BSwrlokiand distingulshed himself o
tho war of the rebellion, rising to the rank of
brevet bricadier general and was afterwards
honored with  several importaut publle
oftices, T, W. Tipton was Genernl Thaver's
collenguo in the United States senute, 19, S,
Dundy has held several fmportant oflices,
has frequently been o promioent candidate
for United States sonutor and for twenty-
four veurs has proslded over the Upited
States district court, John J. Goss was the
commissary of the Second Nuobraska cavalry.
He continues to live av gellevuo and s en-
gaged In the practice of law. Mr. D. H.
Wheeler, the wssistant clerk, has boen a
prominent tegure lo publio affairs from the
day he entered upon his duties until now ana
resldes in Omaba.

The Republicsn

Reglme,

The yeur 1801 inaugurated a new era in
the history of Sebraska.  The torritory bad
luuumd through the criticul perioa of its ex-
stenco und was now oun the highway of pros-
perity,  The nstionnl goyerament bad passed
to the hunds of the ropublioan party anid
the political revolution had passed to Na-
breska,  Alvin Saunders of Iowa had bosn
appointed governor by President Liucoln,
sud A, S, Paddock, secrotasy,

Altbough sppointed soon@fter Prasident
Lincoln was lnpugurated, Llovernor Suuu-
ders did not mssnme the 'dulies of the office
untit May. In the meantime the war of the
rabellion had beon inougueated by the tiving
upon Fort Sumptor.  In redponse to the call
for volunteers Glovernor Saunders fssucd a
prociamation asking for the formation of
compunies, The rosponse was lmmedinte,
nnd although at  that timo Ne-
braska had a  populstion of  but
840,000, the territory furni 49,97 men
fight for the preservation ho union. These
soldiers composod at least. onc-third of the
nble-bodied weu of the tereltory, and consp-
gquently Nebraska furnished more troops in
proportion to ber population thao many of
tho loyal stutes of the porth, ‘T'he record of
the Nobraska troops in the war forms one of
tha brigntest pages of her bistory.

The Eighth Sesslon,

The eighth session of the territorial legls-
lature sdded its epdorssment Lo the eause of
tho union by the sdoption of & resolution to
thoe following effeot:

“That this body depm It Mo fiest duty to
ronew its vows of allegisuve to the federal
governmont and w reaflirm its devorion
to  the oonstitution; that wo regard
sopession  and  pullification ws  treasoo
igaiust the general governinent: that we en-
dorse the decluration of congress that the
war 1s not waged 1o auy spirit of oppressiou
or purpose of intertering with tho rights of
cstablisbed institutions, but w dofesd and
walntalu the supremaecy of the consvitution;
thut swhenever sn American oitizen uu-
sheathos nis sword or shoulders his musket
he suall leave the apolismwan, the partispu
:Iild EP" politiclun in & nameless grave bebiod

.

The adoption of the avove resolutions left
uo doubt as o Nebroska's pesivion io the
grest struggle for tbe preservation of the

‘'he pill |

She
raised troops, not only for the defense of her
frontier it for service agninst the arinies of
the confedoracy. ‘Ctio history of Nebraskn's

art in the war is ginncod at fartbhor on,
Joha Taffe was president of the conncil at
the eolghth sesslon, R, W. Furnas  wis
ohlel clerk, Willlam Lahmer, styl a resident
of Omahn, asaistant \'10:‘4..1'. W. Chapman,
now decoased, afterwards a leading républi-
can  politielan of Jowa and editor of the
Council Biuffs Nonpariol, was sergsantat-
arms, and A, J. Warner doorkesper
wero few changes in the personoel of the
house, F. W, Sapp of Dougins, John Me-
'herson of Nomahin, O, Blanchard of Sarpy,
were the new names and 8. M. Kirkpatrick
appearad agalt for Cass,Otoe and Dodge,
Jobn MoPherson became s prominent ¢itlzon
in Inter voars and is now apjoving a vigorous
old age at Republioan City, which town he
founded In 1569 or Pm

In the bousn, A, [, Jones was speaker ana
Geotvge L., Segbolt, alterwards and now a
postoffice inspector, was chief clark. Dr A,
N, Holllday of Brownville, David Butler of
Pawnes, John H, Croxton nna De W. B,
Larsh of Ofoe, Nathan Blawely of Gugo.
Henry T, Clarko of Sarpy, Joel T, Griftin,
A. D. Jones, O, F. Davis and Aavou Caln of
Douglas, Jotin 5, Bowen and K, A,
Allen of Wastington wnd S T.
Loaming of Burt, are  the familisg
names Lo the prosent goneration, David
Butler, aftorwards governor, N. B. Larsh,
Joel T, GriMin, O. K. Davils and John 8.
Bowen have wvoue the way of all the emth,
Dt. Holllany remarins, a resident of Hrown-
ville, Colonel John H, Craxton is a domo-
cratio politician in Denver, Henry T, Clarke
is u prominent capltalist in Omuha, Aaron
Cahn is & rich retired merchant of this ey,
and Captain Leaming still olings to the hope
that Decatur, where he makes Lis home, will
be o matropolls.

In nis mossuge to tho ninth legislature,
which convenod on Jdanuary 7, 1864, Gov-
ernor Saunders referred at length tothe proa-
perous conaition of the torritory.,  He also
pald a deservad tribute to the courage aud
high patriotisin of the Nebraska voluuteors
and recommended legisiation to relleva the
noecessitios of the widows and orphans of
those who died In defense of the flag, A
resolution endorsing aud upholding [Prosi-
dont Lincoln's emancipation proclamation
was adopted,

The tenth and eleventh sessfons furnished
but little of interest to the readors of theso
columns, The last session authorized the
people of the torritory to volo tipon tho ques-
tion of statehood,

Among the prominent names of the
session wero T, M. Marquotte, J. E,
afterwards known to fame as Lim-
ber  Jim Doom, O, P. Mason, Davia
Butler, Joun H. Porter, Johu MelCormick,
E. A. Allen, president, and Frank Welch. o
the house were George B, Lake, speaker; B,
E. B. nennedy, Honry Grobe, 1. Renner,
C. W. Seymour, John ¢, Becker, N. N,
Porter, John Evans, J. €. Lincoln, Amos
Giates, J. W. Chapuoan, G. W. Fairbrother
and C, G, Dorsey. ‘The reader will votive
soveral nanmes airendy prominent in affairs,
Jobn MeCormick died 111: Omaha some yeurs
sluce, leaving o bhapdsome fortune,  Frank
Weleh also deconsed, served Netraskn in
congress nearly two torins, B, E. B, Kan-
nedy continues to practice law in this city,
having teld many oftices, loeluding that of
mayvor, Ur. ' Renner became o leading
German politician und resides now as then
nt. Nebrasks City, where C. W, Seymour
will also be found practicing law. John
I’. Becker recently passed away at Columbus
where bo lived ot the time of his election Lo
tho legislature. N. 5. Porter held varlous

ublie oMees and is now connected with the
nainn service; J. O, Lincolo was a leading
dewoerat and citizen of Richardson county
for many years, (1L W. Fairbrother was
editor of the Brownvilla Advertiser and re-
sides in Nemaha vounty now; has lately
been one of thy depuly oll inspectors. .
(3. Dorsey resldes now in Beatrlee, He bhas
likewlse been frequently ealled upon 1o ac-
vept responsible positions under the fedorul,
state and local governments,

In the tenoth session seversl new names,
afterwards woll knowy, appear lu the roster
of members, Thomas L. Geiffey was a mem-
ber of the council, He died recently at
Sioux Clty, whore he was engaged in  prac

ninth
Doom,

ticing law. O, 1%, Mason was presi-
dent, of the council. 5. M. Kirkpat-
rick was spenker  of  the bouse,
Charles F. Walther, a prominent

Germnn leader,afterwards well known ; Mar-
tin Langdon, now & practicing attorooy in
vmaba; Charles M, Conover, presenl secre-
tary of the Omsha Bonard of FEduuvation;
Charles H. Brown, the well known attorney
of ths clty ;s W. N. MeCandlish, a reul estote
agent of Omaha; Guy C. Buroum, Joln Cad-
mon and John 1. Neligh, all won their first
political spurs in the election preceding this
session, John Taffe was chief clerk and
Mitcholl Fleming doorkesper.

The eleventh sesslon of the territorlal
legislature was maue up of the following
members:  Councll=T, L. Uriffey, E. A,
Allen, B. II. B, KKennedy, J. &, Porter, J.
Alpertson, J. 8. miller, J, W. Chapwman,
John Benuett, 0. 1. Muson (president), Al
5. Holllday, O. P. Bayne, J. N, MeCaslund,
I'he house—L, Crounse, Willlam Parchen, J.
D. Rawsey, John Jay Hary, Jotun I Butler,
W. B, Pholps, John Greep, W. A, Poliack,
Johu H. Maxon, James Thorn, M. 5. Camp-
bell, Albert Tuxbury, James A, Gilinore,
Joseph Arnold, W, F. Chupin, Snmuel Mux-
woll, Bernjamin  Austin, James HRobinson,
Jobin Cadman, Marcus Brush, T. H. Robin.
son, N, P, Lefter, George B. Lauake, J, W.
Paddock, C. H, Brown, Fred Drexel, J. (G,
Megeath, J. (. Smith, Guy C, Baroum, 2. .
Clark, Charles Eisley, Corseliua O'Conuor,
K. H, Wilbur, L. E. Jones. James (3,
Megeath was elected speaker, (Gieorge May
ehiel vlerk, I, S5, Towle assistant clerk,
CUhastor Lusk sergeant-at-nrms, and Denuls
Dugan doorkeeper, =

The Last Terrlitorial Legisiature.

The twellth and lost seaslon of the terrl-
torigl legisiature was held Jaouary 10, 1867
in Omoha and {ts mombers were s follows
Council—Buronbus Bates, John 1), Neligh,
Goorga W. Donne, W. Baumor, . H.
Rogers, I, IX, Freeman, Lawron Sheldon,
James 15 Doom, M. S, Reeves, W. A, Presson
and A, B, Stowart, The offlcers were; 15
H. Rogers, president; O, B, Hewett, chiefl
clevks: L, I.. Holbrook, assistant clerk: K. A,
IKirkpatrick, sergeant-nt-arms, and John
Cadman,doorkseper, House—John It Butler,
(h Duerfeidt,d, M, Duyerse, Joseph 1, Holle,
Cicorge Crow, Willinm Dauy, Lewis Wald-
ter, (0, ', Haywood, W. M, Hieklin, 4. K.
Evans, A, I, Harvoy, I, M. Anpderson, 1),
Cole, W, I, Uhapin, lsaae Wiles, A. B, Ful
lor, A. W, Gray, I£. H. Hordenberger, E, L.
Clury, George N, Urawford, A, W. Trumble,
George W, Prost, D, 5. Parmalee, Dr. Har-
vy Liuk, 8. M. Curran, E, P, Child, J, E.
Darsey, Joun K, Kelloy, L, J. Avbott, Amasn
5. Warwliew, Danlel Duggan, Jouu Walllehs,
Hugh M. IRoss, Marvtin Swiefer and Willlam
Baker, W. F, Chaplo was speaker, J. S,
Bowen, chief clock: W, 5. Hrewster, sssist.
nnt clork; J, M, Howard, sergosal-ab-arms,

HQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW,.

Sinte Motto Inspired By n Sentlment of
the Inmsmortal Charles Sumner,
IWrilten for The Tiee by Hon, Julin Gilleapie,

First Auwilitor of State, 1

On May 60, 1854, the organle wet of oon-
gress wes approved whioh opened the gov-
ornweut lunds upd gave to the territory its
rights under the name of Nebraska, AU

that time the wrritory of Nebruska ep.-
braced wull the country from the fortletn

ardllel to the British line aud from the

lissourl river 1o the summit of the Rooky
mouniains, comprising 451,668 square miles,
or four times its present aren. Bul tho tor-
ritory did not long vetaln the wide bound-
aries Urst assigpnea, successful  encronch-
mwen ts haviog been mude In bullaing up new
territories, which took from us the whole of
the mountaipous district wnd lefu the terrpi-
tory s at present constituted,

T'ne growth of Lno territory received a new
impetus during the years 1830 and 18, wheu
the Pike's Peak expedition set in by hunters
for gold, Returniug from a bootluts Journey,
disappointed where expectations were not
realiged, nuwbers of the gold seekers settled
i the valley sloog the way and colped from
the soil the gold they had falled 1o find iuthe
mouutaing. lo ke meantime prosperous
towns nod citles had been springlng up along
tho Missouri river aud in Lhe eastern portion
of the werritory and it only remalned 1o bulld
unp 8 railroad svstom to completa its develop-
ment,  Coneress hoving taken favorable
fction lo 1860, the Upion Pacitic Hulway
company wos oresnized wod io vthe spring of
1600 work commenced wpon thet batiounal

There |

highway which gave a through liue of rail
way from ocean Lo geean

Notraskn was twice refused  adnilssion to
tho sisterhood of states by thevoto of Presi
dent Andrew Jolinson, unon Lhe grounds, ne
he alleged, that the population was nol large
enongh 10 form a kinte goveroment, Wheu,
for twe second tane, the presidont's veto
was made known, & storm of dissatisfaction
aross  wid  the bl was pnssed aover
the veto by a Iarge majority e the
house of reprosentatives; but wheén
similar attompt was miude in the senate ohp
vota wins laokine.  lMop. Uharles Sumner
oppoyed the passare of the vill bovause, as
ho alleged, 1t contuwloped no provision for
“eguality before the law.” Hae would, how
over, vote for the bill with the followiug pro

vision added : “Except upon the fusdatiental
coudition thut within tho stite of Nebrasks
no denial of the eloctorul franchise, or nny
other vight, to any porson by reasnn of race
or eolor (exeept Tudiana not taxed) and vpon
the forther [ondamoital condition that the
legisluture of anid state by a sclemn pablic
act shall doclare the asiont of the slate to
the said fundamental condition.”

In order to meet the requirements of
Senator Sumnoer the territorial logislature
wis convened by speelnl  prociamation aod
the fundamentol cowilitious vatified and the
result transmitted 1o congrass, upon recelipl
of whicl tho senate passed the pill over the
president’s voto, It was this incidont that
cansed the state to adopt for its motto
“Eguatity: before the law." Nebroska wos
the Hrat state to extend the electivo fran-
chise to the colored man,

EDUCATION,

Libernl Provislon Made for the Support of
the Publie Scehools.

Nebraska Is largely indebted 1o the gener
osity of tho national government fov the so-
cure foundation upon which tho splecdia
pubilie school system of tho state has becn
roared,

By means of ncts of congress the state ro
coived o total of 4,644,050 acres of pubtie lnud
for the support of tbe common schools. In
addition thore were 40,0580 aeres granted for
unlversity purposes and 00,000 acres for the
support of the agricultural colloge. Up to
and including 1870, 72,7568 aeres wero sold at
an averaga ol §.44 per acra,

The report of the state saperintondent of
publio instruction for 1868 shows thal the
numober of children of scliool age in® Ne
braska o June, 1508, was 20,850, ‘The state
apportionment for that vear smounted Lo $14, -
140,

T'be school population of Omaha today
exceads that of the entivo state in 1508,

The following year the number of children
Increased to 44010 and the amouny appor:
voned to & 7,02, Tho marked increase in
the state fupd Alstributea was duo to the
demuud for public senool lands and too levy
of a direct tax of 2 mills,

The whole amount distributed in 1570 was
B15,541.52,  Of this sum, 54,133 wus derived
from the 2 mill tax,

Ouly a smull proportion of the reccipts
from school land sales was placed o the
annunl apportionment fuud. A permanent
fund was created, the lutercst from which,
atddod to the amounts received from senool
Iand rentals, apd a wmoderate tux wuke up
the vulk of tho state schoel Miud now annu
ally distriouted among the countios,

By eareful nusvanding the municlipal donu-
tion of the general govornment, the stuts hiad
ut tho closa of 1800 the following amonuts in
the gencral school funds:
Permincent school fund.,,.
Temnporary sshool fund
Temporary unlversity fund. . ALTRLY
Agrvicalwaral colloge endowment. .. 1181551

During 1830 the receipts fromschool innds
sold were—prineipnl, 20,520,042 ; school lands
sold and leased, interost, SGO8,H00LU3, and a
fraction over 810U,000 was udded 1o the unl-
versity, agriculturval oellege and normusl
school funds, all derlved from land sales snd
lonses,

Tho amount upportioned to the vuarious
countles in 1880 and 15800 agerogated £1,1438,
80001, ngoinst 1400100 In the year [805,

Frem o total of 20008 children of achool
age in Nebraska in 188 the outober has
grown to the magnitieent totul of 400,000 1n
1502, with au actusl enrollmoent in the publie
schools nlong of 25, i,
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RATLEOAD PROGRIISN,

Concerning the progresa of the Uunion Pa-
aific the Moessayge gives somo interesting  o-

formation, At the  beginning of 1808 the
bullders thought if the rouwd reached [Fort
Kesrnoy, o distanes of W miles  from

Omaha, at the closo ol that year they woulil
hisve been agrooubly surprised.  As a matter
of fact the rosd was completed Lo the G0GLh
mile post, seven milas beyond North Platte,
And four regular tesins were ruauing betrwesn
tont station and Omaeha oofors tho tirst of
tue year. ‘I'wo bundrad and sixty-two miles
of track were comploted o Isidd, and the
rondway was graded twonts-flve miles be-
youd North Platte und the main ling doli-
nilely locatod to tho mountking, *Itis ¢couse
for intinite congratulation 1o every Ameri-
can oltizen,' says the Messuge, *‘that this
great enterprise, which 18 1o unite two
oceans, and over which is to pass the com-
moerce of two hemispheres, is rapldly sp
roaching completion, To our own lerritory
L must prove un inexhuustible source of
wealth,”

The report of Territorial Treasurer
Augustus Kountie shows Lho recolpts for the
ear 1560 amounted Lo 22,400,681 and tho dis
ursoments 0, 01180, leaviog w essh balunco

of B14,210.72,

The report of John Gilicspie, territorinl
auditor and school commissioner, furnishes
many lustructive facts. Tho estimate of ap-
propriation reguired to run the government
during the year 1807 foots up 8114025, Daring
the precedivg your E,407 was pand our for
legislntive expenses, 2,040 for ofeisl sal-
aries, #2000 on account of lmmigrstion
burean, £LHN, 10 for militin, #4 for peniten-
tiasy, 81000567 for insane, and §0 s bounty
on wolves and wild cats killed,

A BTATEMENT,

Showing the nuwnbier of miles the assossed
vuluation per nitle, and she totul wssossod
vilustion of rndlronds in the stute of Neliras-
kK, ns -mlvreuim-dll:{ the Stute Board of

L

No Apnitn’d Val't'n
of Vor
Milen |.\I1Il.t

Nuwmoe of Uallroad.
| Total

Hurlington & Missonr] 16w, | 101 41 11,600\ 8 9800818

Umnhin & Southwestern... B BN00 o2
T T R A h TaE AL
Hepubltcan Yalley.......... 2761980
Atohlnon & Nebraska .. .. BT Wil
Lineoln & Northwestern,.. . Al g
Netra ka & Colorado IR FNT

Uhilesgo, Netrasks & Kaos,
Valoa Pacio.. ... .....,
Owalin & lbopubillcan YValley
Kunsns Clty &Owalin
Mibsourl Pucitie s
Mo, Paclte, CUrete Braneh
Pacitie Iy, (v ln Nebraska |
Mo, P sortogf'id & Pap'n
Bt Juseph X Grand Isinng
Bluus Cliy & Pacitic -
Fromont, Elkbhorn & Mo, Ve
Chi¢ngn, 5L 1M, & Ginadia |
Chivaga, Kuusas & Nob
Chilcago, B 1L & Pavitle |,

- Vol Kaosne & 5. W
A lalond & Wyo,
no& North Platte. .. ..
ln & Bluek Mills, ..., |
d & Kansus susisiee
iy & BMuck Hills. ., |
iean Valloy & Wyo
Kunsas City & Heutriow
Nolraska & Wostoru. ..., |
Awlilson, Tupeks & 8. F,,. |

Totp) wilenge........... /540815
Tutel apsesand valuat ol | [ b e Y
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GENESISOF TIHE CONSTITUTION

The Political and Constitutioaal Devalope
ment of Nebraska.

FROM TERRITORY TO COMMONWEALTH

How Nehrenskn, 'archassd by the l‘ulu‘
Stautes as 'arvt of Losislana, Attalaed
Ktatehood Parsunnt to Act of
Congross, Marveh 1, 1807,

On March i, 1507, Nobraska was admitte
Into the union upon egual footing with thg
oriemal commonwealths of the United Statos
While entering upon tho second quartew
contury of starehood, it witl not be anlss td
look pack upon ner past earsor and to seok W
discover now she uttained hor prosoint polity
leal and constitutioanl position,  Gioverd
ments may be created, but lnstitutions grow
the roots must be sought for bonoath the
trunk, An outline of the politleal aud cons
stitutionnl genesis of Neoraski musdt, | takd
1% bogin almost as far back as the discovery
of Amorien.  The repoption of Nebraska lntd
the utiion as & commonwealth can only b‘
regarded as the turoing point in o provass o
political evolution, not as its baglauing. And
no onool the forty-four commonwanithy now
comprised within the United States hng
passad under mwore forins of govornment of
involved moro polnts of constitutional lnw 1
s short history thaw this, It §s true l.lm‘
tho first pormanont white sottlemant withla
her boundavies was not made autil 1547, and
that Tn the sense of o peopleorganizod witliud
o given tervitoiy o commonwenith ean b
sl o have exlsted bofore 1867, vou it |
nevorthieloss lmportant to tracs the changod
in the constitution of thoso mwn:'umunm_!
authorities which have successively oxors
cised control over the land itaell,

With the realization of the importance of
the aiscovery of America, all the Iumllnﬂ"
Europssy powers, true to the :!.lmmoro’la§
policy of the time, Iald olnims to oxaelusiv
sovercignty over all or portions of the new
esntinent., Thole rights as against those oft
the avoriginos did not trouble thewm; the
nssumed it to bo thoir duty to carry tl‘.'.'
toreh of eivilizativg to all parts of the less’
civilized world,  Thoeler rights as ug,ltn;ﬁl
those of one another oocasionod moro difls
culty and the thoories advancoed to justify
the various clulins wore irrooonelinble, The
pope, us representative of God on eurth, issued
a bull sppropriating the wholo westerd
hemisphore to the Catholic majesty of Spain,

Eagland ang Franee based their claims apo
the right of discovery and exploration, 'l'h}
swaller states rested  upon still o thie
theory, namely, the rights given by occupas
tion aod settlement, It was soon seen that
the lust was the only true basis for acquiring

dominion over new lands, aud 1 realiny
the cliuims of  all tho powers
wore flually sottiod ut-mruiuulfa
In tuis division of spoils, that purt of the

cotntinent now inchuded within the bounduries
of Nebraska wus securad by France ns part
of the provionee ol Louisians, Il we inquire
into the consiitutional form of the Freoch
stite at that thue, woe will tiod that winle thae
people were probubly conscious of tholrowa
soversignty, tho ouly political organizatiog
was in the absolute monarchy, the monorel
exercisiug uolimted governmoental power,
The exervise of sovercigoty, over Loaisiann
was Lhus vesied iothe Froneh monarch slong
wod uny  person settling o that provineas
would inve uo politieal or legul rights othoer
thau the French King ¢hoso to conler. Thé
trausfecr of that terrilory 1o Spain
by the secret wresly of Maris, signed
Novewmber #1702, merely moved the
canter of povernment lrom Versallles to
Maurid. The Spanish stute resembled Frape

in pubitical orgonization and the control o

the province contisued to reside in the mons
urch,  The treaty of cesslon, 1t s fniportant
to note, has nover been published so  tbat 1§
any delimition of the boundares woas o
tefpted, 1L Wis 1oL Kuowu W othor powerss

The Purchase of Loulsbana,

By the treaty of San Idefonso, October 1,
I1s00, Spuin reeeded  Louislane 1o Irance

witnout defiuitely desoribing it oxcept by
reference to the document of 1762 France
wius 1o lopger ander monarchy ;. Nupoleon

wis ab ke bend of affalrs ns hest consul. l"oj
the drat thme, tho domain now luclude
withiin Neorasia vamo undera constitutional
Tov of government, But for the mombop
this ctango was only nominal,  The Uniwed
Stutes viewed with coucern the treaty which
nade poweriul Mraned its peighbor on the
west iu pisce of lwpolent Snain, Commiss,
slopers duly appoisited by PPresitent JeMer:on
uully caine to nn undarstsoding  with the
reproseatutives of Nupoleon' which resulted
In the acguisition of Louisiann by T Lailod
States.  Actual possession of tho weeriwory
nad pever pussed from Spain, A= o vonsg-
fuened, thoe de fieto governmont was trangs"
fovred divectly from Spain o the Uniteq
Stules,

The trcouty ceding Lowmang was satills
by the United States Qotober 21, 1800, 1
provides for the cossion of *‘Lthe coonvy o
provipee of Loulsiuns with the samo extant
that it now bos inthe hands of Spaio and
Lhat it bad when France possossed (U and
such ns it sbhould be afrer the troativs siubioe
gquently entored dpto belwoon Spain and
other states,”  T'he extont ol the terditory is
Lthus 1n uwo way detined even by relers
euco o preceding troaliss  excepl  as
to the eastorn boundary, Io this goant was
lncludea tne presont torritory of the state of
Nobroskoe althotgh o cloud way possivly still:
buve rested upon the title w the exocme
westorn portion,  The trosty includes sove
eral stipulatious in regard to the resiuea
populution.  “Tha inhabitanes of tho cods
terricory sball be Incorporated into the uoion
of the Unlted States wod sdmitted s svon a3
possible, vocording to the princinles of the
foderul Coustitution, 1o the eujovmeat of al
the rights, advantages wnd lwmmunities o
vitizens of the Tfoited States, nug o the
meatitime, malninioed and protected fn the
[ree enjoyimoent of their loeety, propervy and
the relijon wbich thoy profess,'  The
United States furthor agreo Lo exocule ox-
isting troaties between spaio and whe [ee
dians until dissolved by wutun! conrent and
also Lo vonfey certaln exclusivo ndvaunlnges
upon FPreneh nud Spanish ships for & poriod
of twelvo yours, As compensution for tus
great sacritios on the part of Napoicou, n
soparate convention provided for the pay-
mant by thio United States of G000, 000 | ranes
s well a4 vhe cleims ol obr eltlzons for debts
duw from Fropeh eltizens to the amount of
20,000,000 fraves, and It also stipulsted th
munuver in whieh bopds for tho payweot o
the ssine were Lo e exocuted,

The scruples of Joforsou ns to tha constd-
tutionality of the trealy wers awakened aven
before (L wus sent 1o Lthe souute for ratilloa-
tiou, Thoeonly clause o the tedernl consths
tution upon which the traussction could poss
sibly rost wus that grautiong the executive
the treaty-waking power, 1f worsitury could
be purchused by treaty, there would be mo
logical Hmiv whatover to the power, ‘I'na
president nnid sennto might by treaty nind
the natlon to sy proposiion when thers
might be no poasibility of gotting the bausa
of representutives Lo usscut, and such &
troaty would ue the suprewelsw of the land,
Jefferson saw wll this and went so fur us to
draw up s constitutionn! umendmaut 1o logals
ize the grrangement, but Boully took the cog-
firmation of the treaty by the senate and the
approprigtion by congress of the mouey
agroed upon us wpproval of bils course sud
1oL Lho murter rest, Moo purchuse of Louls=
lann, though legitimnte and pecossary, Was
oueof tho greatest stretehes of coustivntionsl
interpratation thut bus ever tukeo plea.  [is
justiication lies 10 this fact and fo this alouwy
that the stawe was compellod Lo attaln its ust=
ural geographie boundaries, W betuer or nok
we adbere o puy doctrioe of inbheront sng
wllonuble natural rights of individun! man, W
may subsoribe to the theory of paiural cighss
of the state., A most apt formulation of thas
theory was wude by Guellstun at this very
tme, He wrote: “Tome v would appeas
thet Wio Usnliod Stales we & usbion  Lave sa



