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A GARDEN AMID MINES

New Dircoveries Constantly Being Made in
the Great Gold Hill District,

MOUNTAINS FULL OF RICH MINERALS.

Valnable Steok and Oultivated Farms in
Wyowing's Upper Platte Valley,

SARATOCA IS THE GATE-WAY TO ALL

That Town is Fast Becoming the Oenter of
Phenomenal Activity in Mining.

RICH PLACERS READY TO BE WORKED,

Btrikes are Heing Made In a Section
Which
Visgited by Prospector

Huas Never Betore Been

or Miner,

Tueked away in n pocket of the monntains
of southern Wyoming, tharty miles from tho
Hne of the Union Paliic rdiway, ls one of
the wmost fertile aericultural socetions o all
the west the Upper latte valley,  Tts natu.
ral boundories on theeo sides are mountains
which contain practically inexhaustiblo de-
posits af ull kinds of mingeal

Inthl pecently this seetion was seldom  or
never heand of outslde of Wyoming  EFven
to the poopla of thuat state the  groat natural
ndvintaees and wealth of resonrees of the
valloy are as yet little understood or appre
clatid,

It is n shenificant fact that tho Airst permn-
nent residonts and actusl settlers along that
part of the Platte and on the streams tribu-
tary to It wers from among that nomadie
elnss of ploneers who had a  historic share
In  the  exploration  and  elvilization of
the Hocky mountain section. When the
spivit of mdventure of these men hod  boeen
satisfied, thoy selected for their  homes fav.
ored localities 1 the valley, Thoroughly
fumilior with n vast expanse of conntry, thoy
preforvad the Platto valley ns a place of resl
denee to other sectlons which were ooetter
known nnd more easily aceossiblo, Thither
they removed their famildes and all their
worldly possessions,  While the valley wis
sl the dispated tervitory of hostile oy ma-
riauding Tndinus, the early settlors started in
to cultivate the reieh soil sud  raise woll
graded stock  on o osafe plan nov unlike that
practiced Ly stockerowers in thickly settled
comimunities.

Yoor nfter voar the acreage in grain, hay
and vegotables bas been inereased and the
quality improved.  Season by season the
little® hords of cattle bave bDecOme mMOR
valuable both ns  regards  the num-
ber of anlmals and  as  to the
tmproved character  of the  stock.
Now there ara 50,000 to 60,000 acres of land
under cultivation in the valiey. The hords
Agrrogoto 25,000 head of eattle, There are
besides 10,000 borses, and 80000 to W,000
shicop,

What teeigation Will Do,

Naoturally other settlers were attracted
there us a consequence of the good progross
and results made and achieved by the
plonecrs,  drrigation has  done wonders for
that section,  But it was not il o few entor-
prising men  had shown the way  was thelr
exnmple copded,

It was only six yenrs ago thit upwards of
40,000 head of cattle woro lost in the valley in
B single winter,  That was because tho cat-
lemen persisted in clinging to the old range
mothods and, unlike the old timers and their
mitators, fuiled to muke provision for a hord
winter by raising hay  to  feed  the
stock, Toat costly experience wound up
the old range business in the valley at  loast,
Most of those who were frozen our were Fn-
glishimen or young men  from  the far cast
who bad been staked by theie families, They
were willing to sell out their ranches cheap,
They found purchusers in men who were
willing to work and to learn from the experi-
ence of those who had successfully weathered
the hard winter.

Sinee the advent of this class there has
been o stendy growth and healthy develop-
ment in the valley, At first there was room
for anyone to carry out his own pet scheme
of irrigation aud only the water of the numer-
ous feeders of the Matte were utilized for
that purposa, Under this plan over three
hundred miles ot irvigating ditehes, exelusive
of laterals, have been put in and are now in
operation tu the valley, This work hus been
done ab o very small expeuse,  But the valley
I8  over &sixty miles long and hoas an
avernge width of wwenty to  twenty-five
miles,  As all the land, by irvigation, is sus-
ceptivle of utility and cultivation for stock
raising or farming purposes, several pluns
are now porfecting for putting all that sec-
tion under ditches.  Eoough water runs to
wasto fu the Platte and its tributsries to in-
sure the success of these projects, Even before
these big onterpiises are carried out there
are chances for water rights to be acquired
and ditohes built by which many valuuble
farins enn bo made out of the unoccupied
arid lauds,

\ Hich Mineral Section.

Prosperous though the valloy has been in
the past, the celebrity which it has recently
attained is in the wain due to other cuuses
than the lnereasing publicity concerning its
advantages as an agricultural and stock
country, great though they are.

It was only a few wonths ago thut rich
mineral discoveries made on one of & chain of
wountains which hem o the valley turned
attontion to that section. Since then the
fame of the Gold Hill ensp has  been grow-
lug, as tne reports of the vumerous big
sirikes o froe-gold and gold-bearing quarte
and plicer ground have been cirenluted.  Sel-
dom has u new camp advertised itself so woll
in so short u period as has Gold Hill It is
the objective polut of wn army of prosvectors
from all over the country and of miners who
are prepoaring to desert old camps for tuis
now one, wWhich can ouly be reached vy way
of the Platte valley,

The excitement which has been created in
miniug clreles over the discoveries at Gold
Hill bas alveady transformed the town of
Baratogs, which is the ouly dettlement in
the valloy, from o small trading  polut
intw & veritable mart of wade, {Lurl-
toga  has  become the headquarters
of an  extensivo aud rich  mining
district, Nothing can check the rapid
progress of the town which hus been so
Quickenad by the numerous miverul finds
wade in the country direcily tributary to It

There s already s dally stage fue o the
Guid Hill camp, which is ouly twenty-eght
miles from Saratogn. Other mail loes run
to the diferent parts of the valley, and
whouever the travel will jusuify it stoges

I

sufMelent to accommodate the treasure seek-
prs will be put on.

IReference to the nocompanying map shows
how well equipped Saratoga is to control the
tende of the Platte valley and the mountain:
ous section whicth enclosos It

The town s loeateéd in tho center of
horseshoe-shaped district, formed by motn-
taln ranges to the past and west, which trend
In n southorly direction and come togethor at

thelr lower Hmit near the Colorado line.
Hera  the  valley narrows  down  so |
thut Io  some places there is barely
more  rooin than s eoguired  for the

passngre of the Platte as it Hows out from its
soliree in Norto pavie. With natural barriers
ou both sides, enteance to the valley can only
be had from the north and south, In either
ciso tenvel to the Gold HUL ciimp must bo by
way of Saratoea for at that point is the ouly
brldge acvross the Platte, which diring thoe
spring and summer months runs so0 much
wator ns to rendor it dangerous, (f oot abso.
utely impossible to ford the river. 'The cur-
rent of the steonm s so strong that [t 1sa a

reckless undertaking W try to swim animals
ReTOSS Bt

At one time or another the Platte bas been
bridged at vavious paints,  Thess structures
hnve (1 bron RWopt AWy save
the ono ot Saratogn, which 18 of
f0  substantinl & churacter  that it

wlone has boen sble to withstand the tood of
waters which the Platte draius.  Private en-
terprise 18 ot l‘ih-l)‘ 1o b enlisted n any
new scheme of bridglog for a long time 1o
Nov will the Carbion county authiori-
ties feol Justified in lonewrring any additional

X ponse

fome,

On SUSh oD séorg fl: the near future
sinee the Improvesd breidge of Ivon and
nt Saratogn cost the taxpayers 10,00 only

stone

nbott throe yones ago
Savpdoga the Gateway,

Attempts which have been made to build
now ronds to the Gold Hilllewmp from other
towns, to shorten the distanee or to avoid
Saritopa altogethier have all beon shznal fadl-
The patural obstacles which have beon
oncountered were of so serious o kind and the
eost of the work so great that such projects,
however commenduble they may  have been
in point of enterprise; havo had to be abun-
doned. Saratoga, therefore, retains undis-
pited sway as the gateway to the valley and
the mineral treasures locked In the moun-
tains, This distinetion the town will con-
tinue to hold,

After all that has been written about the
Gold Hill camp, 1t is unnecessary  to enter
into details coneermng the rich mineral pros-
pacts that have been found there or the work
of déevelopment thoat has been earried ou asud
which bos shown up an inerousine wealth of
dieposits,  Asdnys ranging s hieh as $8,000
to the ton in gold have been obtained  from
rock taken out npear the surface, Picked
specimens have shown returns runniog "wiy
up in the thousands for gold. A lnrgeamount
of free-milling ore carrviog native gold  has
bien exposed by a limited amount of exploit-

ures.

ing,  Alvowdy nerangoments have beon made
to erect o stamp  wmill  there  within
the next few weeks, Oun account of the

groat depth of snow which fell on tne moug-
tulns last winter the development of the nu-
merous claims in the camp and active and
systemntic mining had to be postponed till
the summer, ‘The snow lingored so long
there that a short season for prospecting and
netund mining was anticipated. Fortunately,
thongh, the snow is disappeaving so eapidly
uow that by June 1 the campaign will be
opened, It will be o busy season for thay
cump. Although it was ot flrst supposed
that a strctly gola camp had been estab-
lished, there are, on all sides, abundant ovi-
donee that rieh  and extensive doposits of sil-
ver will be exposed. Norls the lmportance
of the gold discoveries to  be discounted, In
all the canons dnd gulehes that head on or
towards Gold Hill  rioh placer  grounds
have been located, So  flattering  were
tho  prospects  obtained  that  work
wis begun in various localitics even before
the snow hud gone off, Preparatious are
making for hydeaulicking on a large seale.
Rich Gold Diggings.

A company ovganized in Roek Sprinegs  has
been rewarded for its enterprise and early
operations by striking a rich pay streak six
inches wide In the first bed of gravel on
their ground in BufMalo guleh, They found
bed rock st o depth of only sixteon feot. The
dirt runs U5 conts Lo the pan,  The scone of
these operations is only fourteen miles from
Suratoga.

Along the Medicine Bow river and on the
North Brush and South Brush crecks, that
head ou Gold Hill, ten thousand to twelve
thousand acres of plucer ground have alveady
been looated.  Some of this is owned by pri-
vate individuals, who will wash for gold,
while other properties belonging 1o com-
panies will be worked by hydreaulickiog on a
large sealo.

in the vicliity of Gold Hill is a large area
where prospecting has been hurricaly or lm.
perfectly done, if any attempt ot all has been
made to find leads or evideuce of mineral de-
posits,

But while Gola T is at prosent the Mecea
of the prospector and miner, thore are other
loealities adjucent to Saratogn where the
chances for equally as good strikes ave jn-
dicated by the tittle prospecting and exploit-
Ing of mineral elnims done o previous sea.
sons.  To oll that mountain region on voLh
sides of the Platte valley hns been given
the name of tho Gola Hill mining distriet

There is o populor fallney that whntever
of importance the seetion may attain o the
mining world depends on the resalts ob-
tained in the Gold Hill camp, Nothing could
come wider of the mirk than such a hap-
hazard prediction or supposition,

Long before Gold Hill was ever heard of
experionced minors found rich prospects on
both the east nnd west runges. On the west
range—or Continental divide—within twenty-
five or thirty miles of Saratogn work hus
becn done ou n bulf-doren elafms during the
past five years, 1t Is estimuted that upwards
of £30,000 hins been expended on these prop-
erties during that time. They bave been
patented and wre in good working sbupe,
with many tous of ore on their aumnps, sortasd
and unsorted, whioh would pay to ship.
Leads carrying silver ore that runs ns nigh
06 TN ounees of sliver to the ton hayve been
followed down te a depth of LG feot or more

Littla stie has beem made about theso
wines, because they were originally lo-
eated by  ranchmen  who settled o

the valley after considerable expericnce in
mining. They quietly prosecuted develop-
ment work when they could spare the time
from their farming and stock-ralsinge.  When
they grew tired of this slow galt it was an
eusy matter for them to interest o shroewd
man of business who after a full exsminntion
of the properties of tuese ranchmen-miners,
supplied the nocessary capital for more active
developmont work,

These mining clalms, which are owned by
State Sonator Frank O. Willlams and Henry
K. Jones, the original locators, snd J. W,
Fouthor are ooly twenty-five miles south-
wost of Saratogn at the head of Jack creek.

Good Field for Prospecting

The peighborbood s full of quarts leads
which prospect well on top. Sowe of themn
are thirty feet wide and run in great belts
from the Atlantic to the Pacific slope. Tt Is
& greal wonder that fewer locstlous have

been made in that soction beecauso only a fow
years ago there wius an excitement over the
discovery of gold in the Savery country just

| Across the range on the Pacific slope.  Rich
placer digeings were found there and
Attempts make to work them., But (b cost

more money 1o earry this on than the owners
possessed because there was an insuffelent
fall of water. I capital could have been ob-

tained  the  Savery  country might  ere
this have become consploucus as a gold-
producing  seotion. It s pot ot all

Visionary to expect that at some time jn the
near future work on these pincors may be re-
sumed with profit.

There Is gold (o all the stregms and on both
slopes of the vange. It the second wash o
stiin of geavel s found that is seldom less
than three fnches wide, that careies both
course and flour gold,  On the Atlantic slope
the streams are strongor and huve a groster
fall. This seems to indicate that what was
regarded as a serions drawback In trying to
work the Savery countey nlacers will not be
expericnced in oporating those on this side
of the rangoe

Ten uiles southenst of the Williams-Jones-
Henther group of mines referred to nre other
clalms owned by them on whioh less de-
velopment work has beon done, but which
neverthieiess  give  promising  iondications
of large deposits  of minernl Soath
of there, botween the Indisn creck  and
the Grand Encampmoent, Is a  stretch
of territory fifteon to twenty miles square, in
which, according to old rosidents, no pros-

pecting hons ever boen dote, On the Pacitio
Slope  very Lttle  prospecting s Deen
nttempted., One of the storles told by a

noted nunter concerning the big leads found
thure passed in the communlty ns n sort of
legond, Floally o well known business man,
who accompanied the hunter on one of his
trips, wus rewarded by o sight of 4 mam-
moth ledge, whick ho deseribes as upwards
of thirty or forty yards wide. A picen of
rock broken off ftom a Wuge outeroppiug
along this ledge, at n point whore its widin
Wwis {‘un&it!"t'uhl}' more than one bundesd
feet, assayed &4 in silver to tne ton. This
buge lond ean be teaced for miles, it is
clidmed.  An expedition will be fitted out
this season to prospect that segtion.

Hig Silver Deposits,

Several years ago some prospecting  was
done on the Grand Encampmegt, whose
witers How into the Platte about twenty
miles south of Saratogn,  Eight miles up the
canon A namber loeations were made
where the surface indications wero vich 1
coppir,  Except in one instanes  little work
has bean done there,  Thoso who staked off
clulms have been walting to seo how the work
which has been prosecuted by CUhatterton,
Kurtz and Forney should turn ont.  These
men woere 8o escournged by the strong silver
Indleations, when o shatt had been sunk to n
depth of about forty fect, that they aecided

of

to  tunnel into  the hill to see if
they could not steike the lend ot a
depth of 250 foet. Toer have spent
conslderable money during the past toree
yoars in running their tunuel.  When they

bad driven into the Lill a distance of six hun-
dred and thirty to six hundreed and forty
feot, it is claimed that they cut the vein
whicn showed ruby silver and gray copper.
From time to thine assays that went 00 or
more 4 ton in silver were obtalued on ore
taken out of the tunnel.

Sinee this gravifying result was attained in
the Chatterton mines old olaims have been
relocated and preparations are hemng made to
prospect the country in that newrhborhood.

Extensive Asbestos Fields.

Farther down  the eavon and within
twenty-four wiles of Sariatoga, are large de-
posits of asbestos, These bods have only been
partially  ovened up, but enough has
been done to  stow - that an  Immense
quantity of this valuable mineral, which
brings 5 cents  to & per  pound,
ean be taken out at small expense, The
ashestos is of good quality and the fiber long.
Some of i s of a pure white color, but other
kinds and of varlegated colors are found.
Negotiations have been pending for some
time for the purchose of a large tract where
theso deposita occur.  Othier beas of an even
finer quality than that described have re-
cently been discoverad on the Grand Eu-
campment and in the s beyond i, It is
reported that nearer Seratoga than thas de-
posits are known to exist, but up to this tiwe
uothing bas been done to determine their
extent,

At Battle lake on the Pacific slepe, thirty
miles from Saratoga, some rich copper leads
have been exploited, though not to any great
extent, Within the past few days reports
have come of a strike on an eighteon-foot
vein which carries silver that assays §100 to
tho ton,

Risked Their Lives for Copper,

What is known as the Battle Lake mine
was hirst located as far back as Is07. For a
a long timn no work to speak of wus done on
the proverty.  Now it has a shaftdown sixty
feot and shows a red oxide that runs 37 per
cout in eoppor,

The story 18 told that some yonrs ago a man
who knew the richiness of this property wont
to Denver nud interested some minivg men
in it. The specimens of ore which he ex-
hibited were so rich that on the streugth of

the showing they made he negotistod
a sale. Fearing to let slip a chanee
for such o baredin as  that  offered

them the purchasers accompanmied the mon to
the mine by way of Novth Park, Colo,, in
the wiuter aud  when such o trip could only
be made on anowshoes and with great dini-
cuity. When the real owners of  the prop-
erty went theroe to resume work the follow-
fng scason  they were surprised to find that
their cabin  and stores had Leen disturbed.
They were at 8 loss to account for this until
some men presented themseives Inter on and
oxpluined the circumstances under which
they had been lnaucwd to invest thelr money
with a man who had no right to sell the
mina.

This fncident might be regarded as too
teivial to rvelate save that (t Llends to show
the richness of the property which minlng
men were Induced to visit when such a trip
was attended by many hurdships, There
are other ledees in the vicinity of the Battle
Lako mwive which sbow good surface ludics
tions,

Un the range which bounds
the east, and to the north of
oamp, are indications which are certalo to
prove sufticlently avtractive to miners for
prosecuting thorough prospecting the pres.
ent season. Thesnow s fast disappesring
ana will soon permnt of this to be doue.  Thiis
early some prospecting hias been dooe to the
foot halls and on the mountains which have
becomo bare,  Only last woek o prospector
named Charies Nelson made o gold discovery
oh Cedar creck, west and north of Gold Hill
and within sixteen miles of Saratoga, He
prospected o ledge whioh s not unlike those
of tho Giold Hill vamp and obtained encour-
aglug results Lodgges stioh as that locatod
by Nelson bave beon traced for
distunce,

e Puss Ureek which driadns Gold Hill to the
north shows good indiestioos of gold, volh s
regands ledpos and plucer ground.  Formerly
the plucers wore worked 0y & company, but

the valley on

the Gold Hill

A long

 Bfter several scasons they gave up becauio

= .

NUMBER 328,

capital wis needed. This was
elght miles from Bavatogn,

On Lake creck.that heads towards Gold
HILL, sllver ore has Been | found that assayed
$38 to the ton.

Opening Up Communication.

What has bindesd the development of
these many minlog districts surrounding the
valley has been théie remiotencss from 1h
railroad and other traveled routes and the
difficulty or expensé of getting supplies, But
all this is changed now, Stage lines have
been established so that teips can be quickly
and convedlently mado, A dally line runs be-
tweon Hawlins on the lino of the Union 1*a-
cific  roilway, thirty-six  males  distant,,
which Is equipped with Concord conches
each drawn by aix horses, A good road has
been bullt over which freight tesms make
excellont time, A dally mail line runs to
Fort Steole on the Unlon Pacific, twenty-
c¢ight miles away. At some seasons of the
year freight s hauled ovor that road
But in the spring and suminer  the
the high water of the Platte makes it impos
sibio to ford the river at Fort Steelo.

From a little hamlet Saratogn hos spruug
Into promivence a8 a alstrivbuting point for
the entire valley and the miniug disteicts of
tioth the east und wost ennges.  Evontually
the people of that place expect that & branch
of the Union Pacifie raliway will be built

only twenty-

from Fort Stoele, ab least as far as  Sars-
fogu Throe years ago grading  was
begen on such a roud on the lue of an old

survey for o route which was to extond into
Colornde,.  For somo renson the work was
abnndoned when within cight milos of Sara-
toga.  Hut now there §s every meason to be-
Heve that within the near future the Union
Pacitie ofeials will reach out  for the cons
stuntly  increasing businoess of that soction,
which is estimated to huve grown to such
praportions s to justify the vonstenetion  of
4 branch to Saratoga.  Thero hins becn some
sarnest discussion nmong people who are in-
terested  in that section us to the feasibility
of building un independent line to connect
with the Union Pacifle system.  As yet no
definite plans havae been decldea on.

Aside from its possessing the only bridge
across the Platte, Saratogn has the advantage
of a eentral location, which makes it easy of
access from all points 1o the vulley and the
localities in the mountains where camps have
already sprung up-ar aro lkely to be started,
Goon roads radiate m all directions from the
town. The site 1s an eligible one for a large
pomilation and forthe teausaction of business
on o large scale,

People have boen flocking to Saratoga ever
sluve the Gold Hill excltement sturted, There
hus been so great a demand for lots for busi-
ness hovses that the residence portion of the
town  has undergone & change. Now, those
who are seeking homes are inclined to select
the higher grouud above the present own as
more advantageous sites for that purpose,

Althongh the town was first stacted on the
east bank of the river 4t has sinco spread out
on the wost side, wiaeres the better cluss of
buildings have been erccted, It scems des-
tined to go sull farther to the westward
whers n new addition to the town site has
teen lnd off.  If Saratogn grows as fast as
her people anticipate it will ere long cover a
much lavger area,

Outside Capital Interested.

All sovts of inducoments are offerod for the
location of business places and residences on
the hizh ground west of the town, known ns
Rochester Heights, This takes its name
from the interest held n It by a syndieate of
Rochester, N. Y., ecapitulists who have bad
not alittle experience in land investments in
the woest, They have already lovested
215,000 in  Saratoga  and  guaranteed
to  expend L0000 in TmMprovements
inside of a year. Restrictions have been
placed on  the property  which make It
especiully desivable for residence sites,

Various enterprises of a public character
are contomplatud by the RRochestersyndicate,
which comprises Charles Wiltsy, 0iq., W, T,
Fouda, esq,, for many years cashier of the
Commercial Nationnl bank of Rochester; (3,
H. Swmith, 8 promigent attorney, and other
Investors, Capital to the amount of £25,000
has been subscribed for the Platte Vailey
bink which i3 soon to be oponed with e,
Fonda as eashier, An electrie lght pluit
will shortly be put in.  Plans tor i new hotel
to be erected on Rochestor Helghts at a cost
of 12,000 are now under cousideration and
the stock has wearty all been subscribed.
Thero are already four hotels in Saratoga, but
tne necommodations are inandeguato to moet
the demand.  Plans ave being prepared for a
numbor of atitractive private residonces,
which are to ba bullt on the Helghts the
present season, for business men of Saratoga,
some of which will cost upward of #4000
aplece, Various other schemes for the fm-
provement and beautifying of that portion of
the town are now under consideration,

It must not be sypposed that enterprise in
Suratoga 15 confined to outside investors,
Those who are engaged in business there or
have property intorests are keeoly alive to
the necossity for improviog the town and as-
sisting in divers ways to ald in varlous
schemes looking to the development of the
resources of that section in genordl. Ranch-
men in the vallay as well as residents
of Saratogn have generously eontributed
towards the expense of opesing new ronds.
During the winter it was due to thelr sub-
stantinl aid that communication between the
town and the Gold 'Hill camp was kopt up
continuously, ‘This was not an easy nor
triviul matter, as the snowfall in the moun-
tains was uousuully heavy and of almost
dnily occurvence, Tuoe havdy miners who
woeathered the sevare winter on the mountain
hnva the Saratoga people to thauk for whot
little comfort they enjoyed by keeping in
touch with the outside world.

Faith in the futoure of Sartoga and the
outlying districts has been domonstrated by
Its people, who haye backed nuwerous en-
terprises  with their own woney and by
thele investments ' in mwiniug  properties.
One commendable thing about the activity
in real estate, is the policy pursued by
Messrs, W. B, Hugys, J. W. Beall, J. Johu-
son, H. M. Bennetd, A. . Couzens, F. Chat-
terton and their associates In the various
companies which own the townsite and the
additions to it, in kespiog down the prices
of lots, Notwithstanding the rush of people
to Baratoga, and the de naud of property for
speculative or building purposcs, there has
boen no attempt W fix values o1 the basis of
B boom, present or pgrospective.

Saratogn has sp excollent graded school
for nine months duting  the wvear,
There are two ehurches, Episcopalian
and Presbyterian, (lev, F. M, Colller is
pastor of the Intter soclety which now holds
serviees in the school house but will soon
buve s church ediflos of its own. The Church
of the Heavenly Rest while not & pretontions
structure is nevertheless an  altpactive and
commodious one. Hev. Dr. . E, . Huut.
ington is the rector,

Saratoga’s Celebrated Springs.

The medwinal sud curative properties of
the Suratoga hot sprtngs bave gained for
them a vertaln colebrity all over the country,
They were known to the Iudiuns for years
and even bofore theare was any town & crude
sort of sunitarium was establishod there to
which patients affficted with neute forms of
rhcumatism and Jdiseases of tho Llood were

takon. There ave three springs but only one
Is used at present.  Bath houses have been
bullt and a hotel 1 Fun by the proprietor, W,
H. Cadwell, In connection with the springs.
The wators contain iron, potasium, limo,
chioride of sodium and sulphur and ars a cer
tuin specifie for rheumutism.  Some remark-
able cures have been wrought to those who
have testod the springs. No quutitative o
alysis has yet beon made of the wators,
which nave a temperature of 122 dogrees
Fahreheit, but ono will soon be made at the
Wyoming state unlversity,

State Geol gist Ricketts is eredited with
an expression of opinion that othor hot
springs van be located in Saeatoga and viein-
ity by boring, Sueh o project has been sepi-
ously discussed by someof the enterprisinge
eltizens,

Buililing Materin)l Handy,

All kinds of bullding material (‘m! found
convenient to Sarato Timber s plentiful
on all sides excent to the north. During the
Dast fow yonrs upwaras of two million feet
have béen eafted down the Platte, Most of
the lumber now ol 1 the valley comes
from a mill  twoenty-five miles south of
Saratogn noar Soutlh Brush ereek,  Othop
mills will shortly be put in, two having been
orderod. One s o portable sawmitl, which
will be taken up to the Goid Hiil camp. The
othor is intended for A calony of Dunkards,
lodited on the Grand Eucampmient, where n
dam hins beon built for this purpose, ns weli
as ashingle and o grist mill, These will bo
about twouty-two miles south of Saratogn,
west af the Plate,

Wunrries which have been apened on Jack
creck, five und a balf miles from Sa Lo,
-‘-_‘II*IFI_\' An excellont quality of saudstone,
Bomne of it has been used in the town in the
coustruction of bulldings, With o little

avallable the present soason, A dim has
been thrown across an arm of the I"latte ten
miles south of Saratoga. This Is 200 feet
long, 0y feet widea and 20 foet neross. The
diteh 18 rocorded for 200 qublo feat of watey

a second and will be earried down to tho
town for use thera for domestie  as
well as drrignting  purposes, An  invest.
ment of  F10,000 s represented o this

schoma, A flume fifty foor lngh and 200
feet long is building W ecarey the watér over
Spring  ereck The diteh will cover 0Kk
acres of land and s capable of ivvigating
SOVENIY Acras 10 tho foor, swhilch 15 tho ex-
teome limit allowed undoer the law  recontly
pasaod in Wyoming, A contract has alvomly
boon ot to cover thin  towinsite by this diteh,

The Hueus-Mullison  diteh is takon from n
o dam on thie Platte Just ontsido of Saratogn
This dintn I8 most substautin! structaee and
n model of its kind It lins withstomd the
strain of the high water for three seasons
and I8 perfoctly dey The dimensions are
180 feoet betwoeen plers ana A% feet high
The recorded capacity is B0ty-ning cuble feot

per  secomd,  but  an application  was
long ngo filed and is now bo
ing conshdorsd for " Erant of

wiater which shall equul So0 ¢nble feet per
If this application is favorabiy Jo
cidd upon, It s thy intention of 15 ownoers
to extond the diteh as far as Rawlins, and
cover the Innd Iving to the northeast of Sar
ntogn,  The Saratoss improvement company
owns half of the ditch that underiies tho
original townsito, while the 1avis,
& Broewer diteh covers tho other balf,

-u‘n‘.lnl‘,

Fuolxom

Thore aro thousiatds of peres of land 1ving
on the enst side of the Plate betweon tha
Unton PPacite rullway  and  Savatog,  thist
could be put under diteh, and  which would
become good Tarming Innils Tho
truo of o large dres to the south of Suratoga,
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more development, it is thought that an ex-
oellont out stone of various colors can be ob-
talned in vast quantities from these quarries.
Even nearer than that good stone for buiid-
ing purposes can ba obtained, Limostone is
found on the Plutte within a mile and a hall
of Saratogn.  All the lime used io the town
is burned from rock that comes from Puss
creck.

Lying above the dorie limestone on (ledar
croek, n dozen miles distant, a vaviegated
red  and  white marble is found, No
attempt  has  yet been  made to open
o quarey to test the quality or determine its
commercinl value, Not far from the Grand
Encampment what may turn out to be a supe-
rior quality of marble was recently found,

Coal, Tron and Lead,

Indications of conl are seen on all sides of
Saratoga except 1o the south. North of the
town fourtean miles and a mile from the
Platte on the east side of the river, s a vain
four and a half fuet thick. A tunnel 120 feet
long was driven, This supplics all the coul
used in Sardtogn. Two miles wost of this
coial deposit Is another vein that runs under
the Platte.  Near the river, a tifty-foot tun-
nel was driven which shows a four-foor vein
of coking coal. Besides these thers are tour
veins that show in the bluffs between Sarato-
ga and Fort Steele.

West of the river and elghteen miles from
Saratoga on Sage creek neur the stage station
is u six-foot conl vein on which u forty-foot
tunnel was ran, North and east on Pnss
creek, sixteon miles from Saratoga a large
conl deposit has been found.

Over on the west range and especinlly on
the Pacific slope are coal deposita which
cover a large area and where the veins are of
gigantic size. Nothing has yet beon done to
opén them up because there has never boon
any demand for coal in that section. But no
matter whore cawmps uay be started, it will
be only a short haul to supply thom with an
abundanece of fuel both for domestic and man-
ufucturing purposes,

Iron is so nbundant that it may be sald to
occur evervwhere throughout the mountains,
All varioties have been discovered and so
convenicently located to the coal deposits as
to render it of more than orainary valuo.

Mixed with all the silver-bearing ores ls n
Ingge quantity of lead, more than sufMeiont
for smelting purposes. It occurs iu such
quantitles as to give grounds for the belief
that at somo time it muy be treated for com-
mercisl purposes.

Great Water Power,

The Piatte would supply amplo water
power for mills and for irrigation on a largo
senle, The river s o ragiog torrent for four
months in the vear, At its lowest stage il is
n good-slzod stream and runs a largoe volume
of water that could be hurnessed for mechan-
feal purposes au small expense. Its banks
and the configuration of its valley are auch as
to render it casy to bulld storage reservolirs
or dams at almost any point alone 1ts course,
The close proximity of all material requisite
fur carryitg out enterprises of this sort, such
as stone, timber and cement, is au advantage
which should not be lost sight of,

What may be regarded as low-water mark
in the Platte is reached in October, The
river was gauged last season In that month
at what was eonslderod its lowest stage and
showed that it then ran 2,772 cuble fea, ot
water per second.  The volume during the e
riguting scason is at least three o five times
more than that. With an average fall of
twenty feet to the mile, It will be seen that
there remaing in the Platte enough water
that could be utilized for transforming all the
arid lands in the valley into as good agricul-
tursl tanas ns the 50,000 Lo 6,000 geres which
are now undor cultivation within a radius of
twenty miles of Saratoga

Correspondence  has  boen  progrossing
for some time with Colorago miliing
mien who are soriously considering tho estab-
Mshment of o Houving mitl st Suratogn.

g Ditches Under Way,

Two lurge ditches have been taken out of
the Plavte. That known s the Davis, Folsom
& Broewer diteh Is not yor completed, vut jts
coustruction is being rushed so that it will be
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on the west slde  of the valley
which could  be irrigated to gront
profit it put under 0 bl

ditel that could be taken out ot the Grand
Encampment, which is & very strong stream
and one of the most fmportant feedors to the
Platte,  Still furthor south the waters from
Big ereck coutd be utilized for supplying
water to & lurge expanuse of country tributary
to it
Farming and Pasturage.

It has been a rovelation to many visitors to
the valley that the sagoebrush land, that was
s0 long regerded as worthless, can bo turned
intoarable ground of such excellent quality
and mude to' be so productive, The expense
is morely trivinl,  All that has to be done s
to turn water onto the land and nature does
the rest, Where the land has been unaer
water for u season the sagebrush is killed
Giruss springs up, which furnishes good feed
for stock. ‘Ihen late in the fall there s suM

clent  grass  left to  burn  over the
ground aud get rid of the sage brush,  The
followlng year crops ecan be raised, The

total expense for cleariong land of tnia sort 1s
estimated ot not more than & an aeroe on the
benchoes. By such an ex penditure ROVErnmeny
laud which costs ouly §1.25 an acro
worth &,

It is not ¢laimed that all of this sage brush
or desert land can be turned into first-
class agricultural land.  But there are thou-
sands on thousands of aeres that nre suscep-
tivle of such transformation by the methods
described.  All of it, thouph, can at lenst be
turned into rich pasturage, and tliat is nosded
quite as much as farming lands, becauso thoe
valloy (s admiranly sdapted for stock raising

Vegerables and Greain,

Next fall the people of the Platte valley
tntond o hold & fair at Saratoga 1o show
what they can do in the way of ralsing veg
etables, feults, grain and fine stock, They
will surpriso everyboay who is not familinr
with the possibilities of the valley, Sompof
the storles told avout the big yield
I all kinds of produce scom like fulry tales,
but the ranchmen are always ready to furuish
proof for their assertions.

It potstoes they claim to equal if not out
rival the fumous Salt Lake proauction. They
grow 10 o large size and are often shown
wolghing two and o half w threo and even
three and threequarters pounds aploce,  The
avernge vield for the first year Is 200 bushels
of potatoes on the bench innds. The bottom
lanas  produce double thut quantity. From
three pounds of seed one ranchman is known
to have had w yield of 150 pounds and wnother
got sixtv.-eight pounds from one,

Cobbage avernge eight pounds each on n
pateh of 2,000 plunts, It 1s tol uncommon to
soe heads that weigh fifteen to  vwouty
pounils,

Clean heads of eauliflfower welgh as much
as sixteen pounds, and the average is seveu
to eight, or nearly twice what wre grown
further east,

becom o

All kinds of vegetables give big vlelds and
the quality is nov inferior than the
quantity as compured with the products of
less favored sections,

It is lu grain and by that the valley ex-
cels,  Nowhere can n better sbhowing be
made.  Tho logal welght of onts is thirty six
pounds to the bushel, which is several pounds
Miexcess of that o many of the states.
Ranchman Brewer, just below  Saratoga,
averaged twenty-nine aud oue-half bushels to
the acve on w tract of 100 popes. This was his
third ¢rop ou sage-brush land. Oats used to
ba shipped into the valley from Nebraska in
four-bushel sacks, weighing 150 to 0
potnds, These same sacks are sometimes
used by the ruouchmen, but when filled with

oals of thair own  production, and where
there bas been no specinl attention paid to
thelr cultivation, thuy tip the scalos 4t 175 1o
235 pounds,  An average yleld 18 about
twenty-eight bushels w the acre, thoueh in
favored localities It ruus as nigh s Luirty
bushels,

Not enough wheat has been grown on
which o buse any estimate. This season,
though, there will be gulte a large yield, as

lssn
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tho land and other canditions are favorable
Six years ago o colony of sevonty familion of
Dunkards settled on the Greand Encampment
and on  Sprine creek. They have raised
A opart of the wheat for thelr own consumps
tion In small mills they grind uu whead
grown by them which s mixed with that
brought from other seotions in the proportion
of ouo part to twao, From tnis thoy mako s
flour not uilike whattls called CGeahiaim, dnd ¢
the Dunkards ave noted  for the thne bread
thay wiake from this mixture

In Dbarley, tno valley elaims to beat the
worlil, Itis used peineipaliy for fattening
poric which 48 rased ool fulfa

Hye hus proven very suceessfol, the vield
bulnie ubout twenty to twonty-fiva busheis ta
the aere

Hops grow witd and have beon pronounced
to oo the best bn the world,

Buckwheat also fared well both as to vield
mned superior quality,

Timuthy  which  can  In noe  othee
section e syrpassed erows in the valley, and
PwWo Lo thirve Wons an e et e eistly jirge
deced

Two and throa
ErOWn i srason,

of alfalfa can be
and yields o ton to n ton and
It 0% Biligh omough (o the fall
for feod for stook during Oetober und Novemes

l‘|'|'|| L]

bl an ger,

bor. Thesuecess of alfalfo on toe Beneh lund
s fully nssnrsl,

Euormous vields of suenr beets aro obe
tadnwd Aunlysis of tnis produet by the
Utiited Statos aeediodloneal depiietiment stiows
that the amount of sacehnrine mattor exveeds
that of the beets of any otber section, roangs

e Trow 11

coll 1

o 10 perr cont, wihilde s per gent s
o high averase elsewhore
o uttle Theive.

The wilill grasses are very nuteitions nnd

wlope

thore are fully LRTUETRAY differont
varlotios There s o mfld Hiniothy,
W ol e Knds of el top ave founil, o
white clover erows In the  bottoms aigl ane
other variety Is Found dn the upiand: o blue
JoInt grass abounds as wlso two or threa (s

forent spevies of rye grasses, from which the
Trodinns wved 1o make meal,

Outside of the uerieultueal Jnas  the
Bills . furndst sumimer
FTasses  enninereated
this  notueal  pastuerage  thoe
not fall to thrive, ns the country is une
covered durivg elght months of the vear, All
the streams ave tiribered wod plenty of shel-
ter as well as water s mssured. Cattlo run
on the vinge from November 16 till April 1,
The dgry stock is left outon the range ull the
year around, but the cows, bulls and  vears
Hnes are pot In pasturage duving the wintor
months, As n sort of insursnee  on
his  own  rapen it s eustomnry  fop
ienttle man to carey sixty duys' food i hiay
to provide for a hard winter,

The loss does not mmount 1o 1 per cont, On
one ranch out of 100 head only soven  woere
lost lnst winter,  Under the old ringe syse
Jem of turning out thecuttle and letting them
vun ke a school of mackerel, the  percentage
of loases was high und ns before stated 45,000

foiot-
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hewnd were lost o' the winterof 15840, 1'rleos
for cattle then went down  from &4 to
#12, Now stock is worth 215 to 817 o head,

There is no puorly bred stock in thy val
ley now; it Is all well gradod.. Tho flue ap-
pearance and quality of the eattle is the sube
Jeet of comment by oll who visit the vaile
All the stock feeds on hay and grass an
futtens on grass,  In September or Octobey
four-year olds  weigh 1,900 pounds wud up-
wnrils,

After Jununry 1 the ranchmen begin feod-
inge on hiny, and it is nothing unusual for an
animid W dress s to WK pounds in th
spring. It is uotable that the lung power o
the eattle raised o the valloy s one-halt
greater than those o the east, which is an
wdvantage  rendily recogulzod,  One reuson
why stouk keeps in such good condition is
beeanso the ranchmon do not try o ruu wora
cattle than they can nttend to.

Fine Native Horses,

Horse ralsing tns of lute colnmanded cons
stderublo nttention. A majority of the steok
mnres woero brought there from lowa, llinos,
Indiana and Missourl.  Many of them are
thorotighbireds,  That 15 also the case with
the stalllons, These are mostly .'\-ll'numl.
Porcherons, Clydesdales, Cloveland  bays,
Fuglish sires and Bulelans, Unag
outlit recently fmported twenty -one stillions,
Iiese wors Fuglish deaft Lorses, The same
convern has some  standard bred  teotting
horses, eluding a brother of Jay Fyo Sce,
The progeny of such stock have superior lung
power, nnd groat eredit is due to those who
give sueh careful attention to this bustness,

Sheep and Waool,

If the cattlomen had thele way shont I,
shioep would be driven out of the vailoy, as
they claim thoe land s teo valuable for such
gruzing grounds, But the sheep business has
proven proftable and the wool elip extraordis
narily large, 1t averages higher than mokt
other sections,  One band of 2,000 this season
wyveriged leecos weighlug fourteen pounds,
Aunother of 2500 sheop averaged thirteeg
pounds last month,  The whole ehp was cons
tracted for at 10 cents & pound,

Tho wmereonse averages us high as 50 1o 80
per cent, though some bands make n showing
cgual to B0 per cont on account of the favor-
wble condition for lambing  Oone bund of
SO0 wintered out lust season and the loss
was small,  But the sheep will probably have
to go, as sottlers arve crowding them aud oo
}rnuuh of the country is belng brought undew
anes,

Healthful and Delightfal Climate,

Summoer o the valley is o detlehitiul sone
son and  caunot bo surpassed in the Rocky
mountida reglon,  The moean temperstiure 18
nhout 72 degrees sod the nights are always
vool whille during the dayvtime there is a
brevee convinually  stirring SLoris are
never bad and thore are no thunder showers
such us orcur iu some sections of Wromlug,
There nevor has  begn an instance where life
or property was destroved by the elemonts,
Clyeloues are unonknown,

o wintors are not sevore, A snowfall
to excecd six inches s o rarity. For foug
woeoks ut o time theee nre elear, brlght days,
Fivon when it is cold o drive of forty or fifty
miles can bo koo, Uhe air is dey and pure,

Dr. H. M. Hoeooett, who is  the
nuly physicinn  in thir  wvulley, has
never missod  but one call In fivie years,

and on thit instanee he was lneapacitated by
i ueetdont. The valley 15 entirely  exempt
from diphtheria, scuarlet fover, typlich) snd
il germ discases.  Infuntile discases uwro uns
Knowin,

No better commendition of the poople can
b passod thin 1o state thit o the history of
tho villey, where newely Hve hunidril votes
wirre sast ut the wte clection, thoere lLisve
besn only two crlmionl cases I the Carbon
coumy court from there, o ote lnstanee tha
avousation was petty lareeny and the othep
ciso was for horsestoaling snd the oulprit
wias eonvieted  Litigation is practically une
Knowo in the vallev,  The peaple, who nomes
bepd L0008 By the last census, see nowed fop
thelr hospita iy,

Signs of Enterprise,

Right now Sarntown (s a4 vory busy anﬂ.,
The construction of new bulidings I8 being
rapldly pushoed to accommodate the rush
which . expectod. A brek vand which
sturted up thera sold the test Kiln of 250,60
brick belore they woers Duened They wore
of exeollent quality, but & superior wrticle
Wil be made in future as better clay bhos boon
thineoy erod on the odee of wown from which
othars squnl to pressod brick will oe wnide,

At exovriimental farm hias Just boon ostaty-

Hshed under the auspleas of  tho state unls
vorsity ndjolning Sarntowa.  Forty neres of
Iand w nated by citizens for thiat pures
ose whichh s all upder diteh, Bulldings
WMVe  been  contreaetsd for Lo coNt
1,000 wnd will b finlshod ns
RO ([0 ponsible The farm 1
uniar the superintesdent of Captalo J. H.

Mullison whoo Is regarded s &0 suthority oo
levlgation muttors paviog succesfully oxpes
rimontod onw nege furim of bhis own iy the
viuloy for ten yoars or more. 1L is antielpated
that the results nonieved on the farm will be
af grent benefit to the ranchimen & 11 can be

detorimiued what oan bo grown there and the
Gkunuk k' Canis

best wuy of doiug Ik




