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(ERCER'S FAMOUS EDICT N, 1 |

Vhat an Bminont Masonie Jurist Thinka of
Extraordinary Order.

UDGE OWEN A, BASSETT'S OPINION.

Muster Has
OMenses
of

a Grand no
Authority Difine
Against the Body

Muasonry.

He Hays
L{1]

Judge Owen A Hassett of Saling, Ian,,
past grand tnstor of Kansns Masons, who
i n Musonie jurist of national reputation, in
arecent lotter to Mr. Alexander Atkinson of
this vity, gnve the following views on the
Muasonle controversy in Nobrasion:

Sarixa, Kon, June 3. —Your letter roferring
to the onfortunato eontroversy existing in
Musonry and among Masons in your state,
which wis lald nside on secount of other
prossing duties, 18 now, at this late date,
tiken up Tor consideration.

From documents recelved from yvou and

others it appoars:

First —~That the subject matter of this con-
troversy was brought to the attention of the
grand lodge of Nebraska an 1550 by twa uf
the grand mastors’ voported oplnions:

B, That two bodles clabming to be Masonle,
of the samo prade, cannot lawfully eéxist in
the spme state at the same time,

020 That the first Iawfally
authority established In a state thoroby ob-
tiins exclysive jueisdletion in such territory,
wind that oy other body of the same grive or
rite, entering lnter within such territory is,
within ftaelf, unlawTul

Wt Lhis greind Todge oxpressly doalines
to enter upon uny diseussion of the history,
usey or logitimacy of any  bodies ¢lafming to
confer what is known a8 tho Scottish vitede
grees or to be committed to tho récoguition of
fny sueh bodies o to the recognition of any
body conferring any degrecs over which this
grand lo Igze has no conteol, a8 Dedng Magonde,
or ns helne a part of Anciont Ceaft Masoney,™

Seeand That upon these opinlons o com®
mittoe, respectable in number, meputablo in
experience, anildl of approved intelllrence,
volced the sontiment of the grand lodge in
thele declurution :

CTHut this grand lodge expressly declines
to cnter upon any  discussion of the history,
use, or lesitinuey of dny bodies elaiming to
contor what Is Enown s the Seottish vite de-
grecs or to b commmitted to tho pecoznition of
any such body or to tho recognition of uny
body conforring uny  degroes over whiol
grantd lodpe has no control, s being Mi
or s belne i part of Ancient Creaft Moasonry,.®®

Thipd—"That  <pon  aller  the adoption
of this  decluration by LT jeranid
Todgne, the grrand master (suceessor to the onoe
who reported the opiinion above quoted) in
disregand of the action of the supreme oau-
thority In Muasemey, Issued his “YEdiet No. 11
to the Musons of Nebraska:

SNOw, therefore, wo = do herehy
officially declare and mnke known ta vou,
that the only legitimate and lawlully  con-
stitiited Mus<onie authority of the Ancloent
wnd Aveopted Scottish vitewithin the stute of
Noebrns<ki is thnt of the southern jurvisdiction
for the Tnited States presided over py Brothes
or Bibert Pike:; thatall others not ackinowl-
edging alloginnee to the sald sputhorn juris
diction wre uplowfl and  clandestine,  and
thedr ereition and maintonanes is o menaee
to the peace; tranguility nod hurmony of the
ernft in this jurisdiction.

Fourthe Thit Nebeadkn Laodge No, 1 eom-
plicd with the bdiet of the grand muster in
purt by cansing it to be rewd and poastad, bat
refusedl e ol compliange therewith'™ by
adopting o series of resoulutions from which
muy e deduced the following conclusions

1. ‘That submission to the will of the grand
nmnster, in the exervise of his  constitationnl
rights, powers and prevogatives, is o Masonie
duty, but to disregnrd his commands, based
wpon i ssimntion of power not within the
scope of his authority, 18 ancindividoal  viglit,

2 Thut Edict Noo 1 was issued in deroga-
tion of fundmuental Masonie principles and
fn violation of the resolation of the grand
Toddee expressly declining 1o be committed to
the recognition of any body, conferiing any
degrecs over which the gieand lodge has no
cantrol as being Masonic or as being o part
of Anciont Cralt Mosonry,

THE THADITIONAL MASONIC GOVERNMENT.

The general assemblies of Masons from the
eirlicst gecounts were eonvened for the pur-
pose of promulgating goneral resolutions for
the government of the whole hody of the craft,
and these regulitions wero formulated from
traditionnl usires and  customs as well ns
from the usiges onil customs exisiting at the
particulor period,

At the time of

constitutod

these assemblies Muasons
were designated by  different appollations,
viz: Approntices, follows and masters,  But,
whether there existed more than one degres
It IS minecessury here to iy, for it will not
be insisted upon by any peeson that nlore
than three degreos, those of apprentice, fol-
low und muster, existed prioe to the year 1700,

These goneral assemblies woere composed of
the whola body of the oeaft, that is all
Masons, of whatever dogree, possessed thore-
fooeqgun! vights, and, the tradition s, that o
grind master prosided over their delibera-
tions who devived his authority by appoint-
ment from the king or some othor source
which thoe unwritten account has not dis-
closed,

In these carly thmes it is reasonable to sup-
pose that the objeets and  purposes of M-
sonry were not cleawrly defined, or definitely
determined, and the usuges and customs were
I grent mensuve uansettled and diversifed,
there did not exist that fntimnte velution and
opportunity of Interchange of opinion noces-
sary for uniformity in form of governmoent

If then there existod such an ofieer as
grind moster the powers vested in him must
necessarvily have bean of a thveefold nature,
feglalitive, executive and judicial, and for
the reasous betore stated  supplomented by
the eeade legislution of the times, the prinei-
'hll.‘:-. objects und governmoent of Masoney wore
00 great extent the creations of the grand
mianter's intellect.

Tho exercise of these powers for o long
rrl'unt, perhaps for centuries, are the foundai

ion of the grand  master's provozatives, the
riehts which are Inheront and invested in his
high offiee, and though these powers have
nover boen fully  deflned they wore eortainly
limited to the apparent nocessitics of the po-
riod of their growth, and conld not have ox-
tonded to mutters not then existing.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL MASONIO OOVEENMENT.

It will be admitted that Mosonry existed in
Englnond and Seotland prioe to A, D, 1700, and
In some localities in o partiolly organized
form: that the grand lodge of Encland, the
Promier prand lodgo, was organized A, D.
1717, the grand lodge of all Eneland in AL D,
1740 (which censed to exist in 1787) 5 the grand
lodge of Seotland fo A, T 15708, and the geand
lodge of Anclont York Muasons In A, 1, 170,

It will bt furthor admiteed that all other
grand lodges have derived thelr withority for
organization cither divectly or indiroctly from
one or more of those above nawme |.'. that
the grand lodge in Englond and Sootiund
organized, as above statosd, wore ull governod
by the sume constitutions, clnrees il reen-
lutlons, nod thar all othees, deriving theipe
nuthovity feom them, must be gov Ly
the samo genoral laws "

In support of the stutement
lodges named were all  governed by the same
constitutions, ehe, we guote from Auderson’s
constitutions, seoond edition, pagoe 105
old lodge at York city, and the lodges of
Sovotland, Trelund, Freavce snd Taly, affecting
fndependoence, are under thelr own greand
mastors, though thoy hoave the same coustityg
tlons, chaveges, rosulutions, ete,, forsubstance
with thelry brothren of Engloand,

By these vonstitutions, churges and reguln
tlons It swas orddained that no  lode conlidl bo
established exeept by the grand wastors'
wirrnnt Jand this power e oun exervlse o
most  Jurisdictions only  when specially au-
thoriaed by his gvand lodge), nnd undor those
genernl laws the grund likdgos bocame the
supreme governing aothority over all tho
lodges and Masons, within thoir respoctiva
urisdictions, or of thelr espeotive  obad-
A

It was further opdained that thoe grand
lodge should consist of the masters snd wir
dens of all the regular lodges upon rocord
(that is upon the register of the grand lodgo),
with the grund moster at their hoad, bis
deputy on hils boft hand, and the grand wae
dens in thele proper places,  and the only de

rocs recoguled by theso grand lodges, sod
b only degrees which the lodges were au.
thorized to canfor, wore cntered  ppprontice,
follow craft and master Mason

The only exception to this rule has hosu the
rovaguition by some grand lodgos of the de

groce, so calica, past wuster, and royul

that the grana

T'ha |

Foadvane

arch, the former a4 A quallfieution for the
muater of o lodge, und the lutter ns p com-
Nimentary part of the thied degree, to which
r! vave a necossiry  completion, Other ex
ceptions may he found, bnt they have been so
brlef in duration that the historion has
deomed them too Inconsequental to give them
mors than a passing notlon

Under this constitutional

form of govorn-

ment the grand lodpes hnve Becoms the sg-
poowuathority In Masoury, omd the tons
1% to peateicr the grand mastor In the

ac of those powers which, in sarlior
times, had boen considered os inhereat in his
offioi I stuch nn extent haya
these restelctions been Imposed,  that he
must now  hesitate to act, unless ho fAnds
some authority, for his proposed action, in
tha written law preseribing  his  official

OwWers

Since the adoption of the constitutions, the
erind master has not haen endowed with any
wrerogatives, not existing theretofore; thors
iaa boon no enlnrgoment of his powers, ex-
copt by divect puthority, evidencsd by writ-
ton rogalation.  On the other hand, iy I8 held
by some nuthorities that the grand master
does not posseis any powors, prorogatives,
and priviliges, by immemorinl right, and can-
not exercises any but such a8 are oxprossly
granted, or clearly tmplied by law,

It muy b conosded, and it s without ques-
tion, the common  law of Masonry, that it is
the duty of the grand mastar to exercise a

general sapervision, and government over
the eraft, duving the recess of the grand
Iewlerrs bt thils does not authorize him to

miake o new reguiation, and define o new of-
fense against the bady of Masonry. His only
duty Is to see thnt the constitutions, lvws and
regulitions, of Freemoasonry are observed,
and, thiat its ancient [nodmaeks are not in-
fringed,

By the common  law of Masonry, a lolee,
which shinll act with contumacy, to the -
thority of the grimd master, or of the grand
lodgir, or bo willfully disobedient to the enne-
stitution and laws of the grind lodae, or de-

et feom thoe original plan of Masonry. shall
o decmed pulity  of uo offonse agrainst tho
bowdy of Masoney, When o lodge  refuses to
oboy an unlowiul command of its grand
muster, it eannot ho sald to aet with econtu-
maey to his authority, for the word “author
ity Tmplics luw Ml aotion.

Laws may be olthor

fory.  Undee g mandatory lnw, some action
s required, but undee o prohibitory luw, n
mers acenuicse myes Is suMoelent. The action,

of the wl loden of Nebriskn, on tho  reso-
lution reported by (ts ecommittes, was, in its
nuture, prohibitory, for it “expeessly declined
to cnter apon any discussion, ate’  OF to by
committed to the pecogmition” and ete,, aml
the grand mastar was thereby prohibited, hy
Fmptication ab least, from doifiy that which
the grand Todge hwd declined ta do,

It iy b ureed  thoat edict Noo 1 was nu-
thorlzeel by vietae® of  (the adoption
of thut portlon of the resolu-
tion—relating to the twio oplnions

| reported by the grand  master, wheedin the
committee sald : “We corlinlly  endorse the
law a5 recognized and promuleated by our

prand master®' This report must bo taken
s A entivety, and o transposition of its pacts
miay more cleariy show the intention to cor-
dinlly endorse the opinions, out expressly de-
Ccline to disenss the subject or to be conumitted
to uny body not of the Anecient Craft.
JURSIIUCTION OVER ANCIENT CRAFT MASONRY,
It moy not he germain to the subject under
considepation tovefor, even indirectly, to the

orgunizations cluiming to wet ynder “Scottish |

Rite Constitutions,” but it seoms almosn im-
wasihlo to discuss edior Noo 1 without invit
ing nttention to somo of the clnims which are
il by these associntions, wll shoild bhe
inclindad, whethie |cl'-‘~ili"|l over by Brothers
Pike or Gorgas, by Brathees Palmer or  Glor-
nyin, by whatever name they may  bo called
or kuown, cspeelally when theid cliims drein
deragation of the doctrine of oxeclusive juris-
divtion, by each prand ladee, over the threo
degerecs of Anclont Cheaft Masonry.

Under the plan of organiation and with the
powars heron befor wed, and under the
nuthority of #he geand  lodzes hervinbefora
nanedd, Masoney was extended into vavions
Fiuropean  counteies, vizo: Ircland, Russia,
Gormany, Denmark and  France, befora the
youre 1502, and up to this time it does: not ap-
pear that there were ans symbolic 1odges un-
der the government of any other than grand
lodee nuthority.,  The decteine of Mnsonio
suceossion  had been prioctically settled; Ma-
sons eotld no longer bo made except in lodges
angd lodges could not be created  exespt by
grand masters’ warrint oe by the action of o
grand lodge exercised in @ constitutionul
miner,

S is well kuown (to pdopt the words of
Proston ) to the Masons of this countey (Eng-
Innl ) that some men of warm and  enthusi-
astic lmaginations have beon disposed to am-
plify piris of the institation of Meeemusonry,
and in their supposad improvements to have
clevited their discoveries  Into new Jlegress,
to which they have added ceremonies, rit-
ala and deassed, Tl-suited to the native sim.
plicity of the order, us it was originally prae-
ticed in this conntry. But all these degrees,

st

though probably  deserving  voprehension,
ns  improper  innovations on the originnl
systom  of  Musonvy, * * *  ¢annot be

viewed in any other Heht than as innovent
und inoffensive amusements,

While thesy vemarks of Proston may not
have beon divectod to what e known as the
Scottish Rite dozprees, they app2ar to be ap-
plicable to the discovercrs who created the
twoenty-two degeees, numbered from 4 to 25,
with which was  fabreicated what was called
“The Rite of Perfection.”  These discover-
ers, with imaginations  atill warm and en-
thusinstie, organized councils of this rite
under the stvle of “Council of the Princes of
the Royval Sveret,”” and ovor theso thoy  set
grand  couneils, which they oalled “Grund
Conneil of thoe Sovercign Princes of the
Royval Secret,!! and AL DL 1702 nine commis-
sionors from these geand douncils formulnted
n constitution, by which amoug other things,
they provided for a “Sovepshen Grand Coun-
cil of the Sublime Prineces of the Royal
Hl‘l.‘ll'l..‘

This constitution comprised thirty-seven
articles, of which avticle 1 iz evidehtly in
part o plazinrism of the ficst und thivd of the
SUhargos of o Freomason,” as published in
Anderson's constitutions, under the puspices
of the Grand Lodge of England, and article 2
dechiives, “The Royal Arvt, or the Assaclntion
of Free and Aceepted Masons, I8 genorally
divided into twontyv-five known degrees; tho
First is below the Socond, the Second bilow
the Thind. und 80 on  in suecession. o the
Twonty-ffth, which s tho Sablime and last,
and governs amd commaonds  all the othors
without excoption ™ Then follows o classi-
fled listof the degroes, and  the first threoeo
mentioned are of the fheat eliss:  FPivst, Ap-

wentice; Seeom], Fellow  Oeaft, and "Chied,
Muater, wml the [ast is Twenty-tive, Sublime
Prince of the Roval Secpet,

This constitntion mekes frequont allusions
to lodgos, and distinguishes the lolges  ro-
fereed toas “Liodge of Perlfection,' “Loleae
of Pevfection, or other Indeos “Syvinbolia
arpd Tn metiole B0 i is provided “'Phao
P elne W Jepnsilem hove o vight to annul
il rovoke  whitever may  have bean tran-
saotdin a eouncil of IWnights of the Fast,
in loddges of Roval Porfection, or in other
lodges of whatever degeeo.! The artiole
fuprther provides how o Peines of Jerasalam
shall e voealved in o Roaval lodlzo chapter op
und what his authority ls,
Loldee of Poy on or W
okl pmong the enuimerated

40 ||:o- L

uny othor lodga
Ssswhethor in o
Sy bolic lodye,

[HwWirs ho Iy Y lude nny o
who obstinatoly refuses to submit, and
ony o who will oot of thele own aceord

| pay ohedionoo to the statutes and to the lnws

o oantaingd an our sacrol

i
|

congtitution, and
othora

My it not be that odict No. 1 was inspued
1‘_*!:'110!4- Hoof thils constitution! It may be
fild* to issume thut one who has attainel the

exalted stistion of tha 204 -
i% elot sl with much
Criter nuthority  than  thuat nssessind

by oneof the Sixteenth dogree: that this ia
trasy s shown by another elbuse of the same
urticle wherein it is provided : “A Princo of
Jortsalem eaunot exevelse his privileges when
thers Is aldo presont o Peince Adept, Chevi
Her Noachiw, or Soverslgn Prince of the
Roval Secror' If the Pringe of Jerosalem
of the Sixteanth degzroo conld exclude
Mason from his lodge who will not par obodi
éhea o the Beottlsh vite coustitutions, why
muy nok i Sovervlgn Prince of the Roval Se-
erot of the ud degees (twico as exalted ) ex-
clude the lodge fram bssociation with its
piors, for abitinately refusisg to submit to
Lhie samme lnws !

Hut sowe of the sophmores in Muasonry,

mandnators or prohihi- |

' b

dooument, and giving a propsr constriaotion
to all Ita parts boaring on, or in any way re-
tating to, this particular subjoct mattor

By articla 1 of the Latin constitution it s
]i'rn.:iul-l.!- HAH the articles of the constitu-
tious, statutes and regulations made In the
year 1763, * * * which e not
Gontrary 1 those present ordinances,
nre  presorved  in foroe  and  shail
obmorved; but such as shall confliot
horewith, are abrogated and are held to ba
expressly ropealed And by article 4. Ivis
furthor provided: “Thesuprems counil noed
not always exercise its authority directly
over the dogrees bolow the soveuteenth, *

* # hutits right I8 Impreseriptible; and
these presonts do reguive n} overy

counvil of perfect Masons, of whatever de-

| grea it may bo, that in persons of the #d =

degroe, they do recognize the oMes of grand
inspectors general of the order, do respeoct
thele prorogatives, do pay them duo honor,
do obay them, and, ﬂtmll_\‘. do faithfully vom-

| ply with all the requiremcuts that may ewn-

waate from them.™

But thore is a proamblo to this constitution
which is a8 much o part of it as avo the arti-
eles quoted, and Is attestod in the samoe man-
nor, The introduction to this preamble s,
“Wao, Froderie, by the graos of God, king of
Prussia, margrave of Brandenburg, eote.,
suprems grand protector, geand commander,
universal grand master and defendor of the
most ancient and honorable society of An-
clent Froe and Assoclated Masons or bullders,
or of the royal and military art of working
in stone, or of Freemasonry. * * % As
we hold to be sure and cortaing the conserya-
tive nnd high duties which we have agraed to
take upon ourselves, with that most ancient
and worshipful Institution, known fin our
nge by the name of *“The Fraternity of the
Free Art of Working in Stone,” orof “The
Opder of Ancient Free and Assoclated  Ma-
$ofl," hnve cansed us, ns 18 known to all men,
to protect it with special solicitude.

Wherefors these reasons, and other induce-
ments of not less welght, impel us in con-
necting togother and agglomerating into one
body, the art of stone masonry, all the rites

7% = that are kaown as “the Anclent”

= L ‘of Princes of the Royal Secret”
or of “Pefection”™ * * * wo do declare
them all to be now and heneeforth eonjoined
and neelomerated into one single order, *

* % Let the doetrine be imparted to the
Munsons in the 38ed dezros, * % * Lot the
first dogree bo subordinate to the sesond,

| that to the thivd, and so in regulue order to

the Sublime degies—the $3ed  degreeand
last, which  will exorcise vigilunéa
over them, will correct their
ervors, and govern thom, * * #* All the
degrees  of  the rites  aboyve  aggrega-
teud from the first to tho
eighteenth, inclusive, will va  ploeed in tho

Dogrees of the Rite of Perfoction, each ae-
cording to its rank, and by its analozy and
similitude apro to compose the first eightecn
degroes of the Auncient nnd Accopted Scot-
tish Hite,

Itis o general and almost universal rule
that the cousteaction given to the luw by the
highest judicial tribunal, of the country of its
enictment, is  decisive, nnd the same rule ap-
plies with equal foree to the decisions of the
supremne authority in - Masonic and other Hhe
nssocintions, 1t is also true that the opinfons
of indviduals, high in authority, in such as-
soviations, bear with them great weight, and
capecially when such individaals are of recog-
nized ability, as atudents of the purooses nud
principlos of the association, and the laws of
W hich they assume to construe.  In the Scot.
tish Rite Brother Albort Pike, as a student,
histarian, and law giver, is pre.emment. in
fuct he s the embodiment of the Rite, of jts
objects, its principles, and Its laws, and he
suys in his letter to the Supreme Cotioeil of
Porn, under date of Pebrunry 7, 1877: *“The
vonstitutions inelude the Blue degrees in tho
seple, nud place thom under . the government
of the Supreme Couneil, but they do no more,
In fact it is the preamble only that spealks of
them at all,?

Hiws Brother Piko aver construed article 8
and the preamble taken togethor?  Does not
the Lodge of Perfoct Masons mhantioned in
article i comprisa all of the degrees of tho
“Rite of Peclection”  mentioued in the pre-
ambled It it necessary thut the Symbalio De-
prroes should be reforred to by nume in the
constitutions of 17446, to  authorize it to ba
gald that the coustitutions speak of themd
But tho three Symbolie Degrees are distinetly
montioned in the constitutions of 1752, and by
Its provisisns jurisdiction over these degrecs
wis assumed, and the last clause of the con-
stitutions of 17808, in  the following lungusge:
SAnd to the end that this moy bo fixed and
immutable, we do recommend  all oure well-
heloved, valiant and noble Knights and Prince
Masons, to maintain the samo," declares
these constitutions (including  the provisions
of the former constitutions, still vemaining in
force, and which ave as much a part of
the ensctment of 1S ay if its
Iu'u\'lh'inn.!l woere st out in exact words)

reepealable, and, more thun this, they are
declured immutable,

There is another fact which should not bo
omitted in considering this question, the pro-
visions of the constitutions of 1762 are sup-
plomented by cortain rogulations, framed by
the same nine commissloners under the same
colestial vault, nnd promulgated at the same
time, which provide for the government of
the soven elasses luto which the rite was di-
vided, perhups not altogether in soveralty,
but as lolgas. chapters, councils, ete., and if
it is oloim ol that these reguintions woere ulso
abrozated, then there is livtle in the form of
writted law for the government of the minor
bolies, us nearly nll of the provisions of the
coastitutions st referrad to relate to the
governm nt of o new creation, “the suproms
council,” o b'dy then for the first tine
known, composed of onoe degree, thoe 34d, and
nine m2mbers of a new rank of “inspector
genoral' Thae eonclusion reached is that
almost the whole body of the fundamental
L, ns it existed in 1562, is still in foree and
forms an important part of the Immutable
rules of action of the “Ancicat and Accepted
Scottish Rite,”

EXCLUSIVE GHAND LODGE TERRITORIAL JURIS-
DICTION.
Thera is probably no  materinl  subject

guonrded more Jealons!y by the grand lodges,
especinlly those of North America, than thut
of exclusive geand lodge terrvitovial jurisdie-
tion, This rule may be said to be fundamen-
tal, vl
on the pact of any Masonie authority, or any
nsaocintion elpiming to be Masonie, to form
or establish a grand lodge in any state or or-
ganiaed torritory which had previously been
oceupisd by another like existing grand body
woulll be met with the most earnest protest
which it would be passible for Masons to
muke, even to the extont of decluving the
work of all those engaged In sueh an enter-
prise as glandestine, thun which nothing more
denuncintory oan be said, from a Masonio
standpoint, of one claiming to be a Muason, s
there any differenco, excopt in the degroe of
the offense, between the person who usserts
the vieht to do an pot and the one who
commits 1, If the act itsell Is unlawful? Does
not he who subseriboes to the low of an usko-
cliution bind himselfl to its observance !

One of the greatest Masonic  jurists,
of the last half of the uineteenth
century, savs: “The doowrine of exclusive

eriand lodgo Jurisdiction has grown up in the
United Stutes and been socepted here as poli-
tie and wise in the interest of harmony and
unity, Ivdoes not provall in Euvope and is
not o part of organle Masonio law, und its
relots oo have not beon contont to stap

| whon they had pushad it to the verge of ab-

Wl

sundity.” The swne oxpounder of Musonie
law ulso says: “No supreme council over
hid, o evor ean have, o just claim to exelu-
sive jurisdiction over the Bymbalie degrees in
the countey where [t exists,  Any ono orany
half dozen grand lodges may establish lodgos
there. nnd  these muay, when they  pleise,
ostablish grand lodges for theie government,
sud thoe suproame connell would b wholly In
wrang to refuss to racognize elther  And

further: “The supremo council may tacitly
l‘-'_'!'l'.l:u from establishing lodges gt !.IH. for or
without sufeient reasons, nnd if 6 can do

that lvcan agree to do it and the sevemont
will bewone of good faith and must he kopt.*!

Now the argument appoars to be, that if a
suprning council, under its cladlm of lmpre-
soriptible vight to admiulster the three do-
greds of Anclent Creaft Musonrey, should de-
clare that necessity roquired It to roassume
its plghts (which is psserted to have been

| walved o fuvor of the grand lodges, but was

not entively coded or relinguished ) und estan-
lsh lodges and make Masons within o state
o territory over which o aeund lodge clunlmed

I oxclusive tervitorial Jurisdiction, the aot of

whio clialm 1o auderstand the subjoct hettop |

than their nelglibors, assert that the
futions of 1902 e po longor in force; that
they have been wholly superseded by the son-
stitutions of 1T, sometimes called the “Lytin
constitutions (the authorship of which has
becn ingenlousty atteibuted to Feodericok L
of Prussin, without any evidonos, or It any,
of a0 slight u character that even its mos)
werdont stipporters, by way of apalogy, can
Bty nO more than that they huve been con-
vinoed of the fact) sl that In the lutter can
ba found no assumption of authorlly over

constl- |

svinbolle jodgvs not evon tho right of s poer- |

vislon, Now wbhether this is trus or not,
must be deterwined by au examisation of the

such supreme council would be the exercise
of a constlitutional right and thorofore legitl-
mote,  If this doetrine pan be subseribed to,
then indead have the grand lodges of this
conntry “weonght lo vain sud spont thelre
strvngth for aaught.'t  The valorous defonses
they have mids, agalnst all attacks of this
chardeter, shoed no lusto on their arms; the
victorios  thoy have won will never be pe.
pounted in song or presorvad in history; the
Inws thovy have endeted give no credit to
their intelligeneo, and their law givers and
1 ¢ us will have beon cackilng ge
atd braving asscs, Is It not time
face, aud adopt for a motto, “Ordo ub Chuo

The most remarkable feature of this
eontroversy s that any groud lodge

7o
to about

lovlre wnd |

st in this conntey, and any sttempt.
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| the highest oMeer of i grand

'in the United

.'flml can be found
o ospouse the eduds of wny assovine

tion olniming the right. not only 1o establish
lodges, within tts teritfirinl jurisdiction, but
to minke Mosons therwing, and hold concarrent
jurlsdiction over Atclont Conft Masonry. It
is also remarknblo, byt o o less dogreo, thut
lodge, in this
eountry, can be fotind using the authority of
his high omlce to campal the Masons of his
Jurisdietion, to ald aad whet any such associ e
tion, or where there are two or more such as-
soclations claiming to hold thelr nuthority
under the same  constjtution and ronlations,
1 ausume to settlo the guestion of legitimney
between them,  An osgrnization, calling itself
b supreme council, has.g right to invade the
jurisdiction of o grangl [odje, but nnother or-
punization, styling  itdelf also a supreme
vouncll, cannot [u\.‘n-l'n tho snme territory,
and, if any such socond invaslon [ attempled,
Ancient Craft Masonry  will coma to the res-
e of the fiest invader, and fght its battles!
This 19 the argumont, this is the position, and
the banners of Masonry in cortain  localitios
ure thus belng ignominiously trailes to tho
groat disgraco hnd seandal of this anclent and
bonorable institution,
ANCIENT AND AOCHPTRED MASONILY..

Tradition states that this institution has
existed from the foundation of the world:
while parhaps thoro is no evidence to support
this statement, history doss boar tostimony
that it has existed for conturies; and it 1s an
undeniable fact that no other dssociation of »

ke chuvacter has lived so long. One grand
mostor hos said of [t “With teadition us
ol us muan, and o litepature older then mod-

ern tonguos, iU has withstood the buffets of
time, the opposition of power, and the treason
of false brothren, and today Is stronger and
more widely extondod than any other institu-
tion upon eartl.”  From what sourcee has it
aerived its power, to what is atteibutable its
leneth of dayvs, and  what wwe tne influences
which have placed it flest among the nssocio-
tions of memt It hue pever interforrsd with
conscienee, nor dictiuted articles of faith. It

has nover reguired fts  mombers to observe
any law or regulation, which could inany
wike oontlict with the dutles they owae to

their God, to thele conntrey, to their nelgh-
bors. and tothemselves: it has ever inoualeated
lessons of friendship, movality, and brotherly
love, and it& oexhortations have boen
of temperance fortitude, prudence und jus-
tive,

The attention of the novitinte at an earvly
period of his initiation is invited Lo thet bean-
tiful loesson, “Bohold how good and how
sleasant it is for brethren to dwaell together
n unity,” and from staze to stage, as the
symbolism of Masonry is unfolded to  him,
there is “imprinted on his memory wise and
sorioud teatha, until he s finally reminded
of the mortality of his body, and the immor-
tulity of His soul. From the time he kuocks
for admission to the ldge, until ho has passed
through the varions stages of his initiation
and is informed that he s o master Mason
and a member of the lodge, nnd entitled to
all the vights and benefits thereof, and con-
ducted to a seat among his bretlnen, and
even therveafter, upon the checkered pave-
ment he is not Inl’a.ruu-d thit he owes any
duty toany orvgoatizution or associntion of
men, exeopt that he should be n loyal subject
to the laws of the country in which he may be
or reside, and should deal  justly  and honor-
ably with all, and in “the exercise of brother-
Iy love to regard the whole humin species as
one family —the high, the low, the rvich, and
the poor: and ss ceeated by one Ahuighty
parent, and  inhabitunts of the same planet,
are to nid, support and protect each othepr”

Of the lessons taught in the lodge one, and
the most importunt of all, is that o Mason is
to be a good fwan and  teone and steictly obey
the moral law.”  This is the great aim and
end for which Muosonry was institated, and
for which its existonee hias been continued;

=

and it has always. been the rule that a
brother could not  be ioterfered with, in his
socinl relutions, so loder us ho maintdined an

honorable  chardeter nnd walled in virtue's
paths. In this connevtion it has ever hoon
strictly enjoined upon him toobserve and pre-
servo the landmarks of Freemasonry, and be
at all times obedient to and a supporter of its
generil regulations, to which he pledeed him-
self in the most solemn manner when he
songht admission to the lodge, But it never
wits i londmark or a general regulation that
he shoald be pestricted from Indulging
in  “jnpocent and inoffonsive amuse-
ments,'" even to the extent of invent-
ing side degreoes, nnd confirming
them upon his too credulous companions, pro-
vided he did not thereby put his brother to
shama or indulge in an intemperate expendi-
ture of time, In short, it is no more the in-
tention of Masonry to interdict harmless
amusements than ib1s to throw restrictions
about the pursuit of those objects which tend
to muke mun know himself,

Whonea eomes this demiand upon  grand
masters and grand lodges to comuand obed-
fence to the liws of an association suknown
to the schome of Ancient Crift Masonyvt Is
it fundamoental to the oviginal plan of Mason-
ry, and a duty enjoined upon grand  masters
by immomorial usage, before prand lodges
woere knownt I8 it landmark! Is it found
in tho desrees of the goneral assemblies of
Musons which were convolend by the patrous
of Masonry in the centuvies which have gone
before! I8 it an ancient rogulationt Wns it
Yestracted from the ancient records of lodges
bevond sen, and those of England, Scotlund
and Ireland,” in the year 1722¢ Is it ono of
the ancient charges!  Is it o fundamental liw
of any grand lodge in the United States of

North Americat Isit found in any grand
lodge constitution? Has it come from the
master Masons, the members of the lodges

wha, for the most, part, have no knowledge of
these ritest  Have they so instructed their
reprosentatives to the grand lodges! Has it
come from the mosters and wavdens of lodges
but fow of whom have attained the exalted
stiution of sublime prince of the roval secrot!
Have they discoverad o skeleton in the M-
sonie ¢loset! Has iv como from the suprome
councils of sovercign grand inspoctors goener-
al, in noknowleédgemont of a llr'[}q'u.\('lv.‘m posi-
tion! Do they appeal for aid!

The intelligent Masons of this country are
not alarmists: the great majority of them
have no selllsh purposes to influnence them in
this mattor. As Muasouns, they know nothing
about this controversy s affecting Musonry :
tha cloud in the “celestial vault! s poilnted
out but it does not, to them, protend  duangor;
the grund fubric reared by their Masonie
fathers, having withstood the storms of con-
turies, appears 1o them mmutable; they have
examined Its foundutions und find them laid
deop and steoyg, without evidence of ¢rumb-
ling or decay ; they have inspocted its supor-
straeture and found it moroe ficmly comentod,
and of increasing strength with each suceeed-
ing yoear, und they feel assuved if the doors of
their temples are as closely tiled in the future
as they have been in the past ngainst oll dis-
cordant eloments that the fres upon  theje
altars will continue to burn with  wodinin -
fshed ferveney and the lght therefrom will
never wane,  Fraternally,

OweN A, BasseTT,
—t
Perfection in Avtitlcinl Limbs,

The Pittsburg (Paarvtificial [imb company
of D00 Pann avenue, 18 fast winning fame ane
populavity on its merits, For Hghtness, coms-
tort. and durability thele artificial Hmbs ex-
col all others,  Every member of the firm is
himsell n wearer of an artificinl leg.  They
know by exporvienos what is neoded and how
best constructed ; and by constantly improv-
imye defocts thoy have areived at a hiph state
of perfootion, Their pricos aro
for tho suparior work they  produd

W Thompson s the mannger of the compiany,
andd s bud o long practical experiencein this
line,

A. J. SIMPSON

Bldo spring s tioohment No horse moLlon |
The oldest and largest carvinge faclory
m Omaba for fing work, using the celes
brated spring washer axle,  Drafts and
estimates furnished. Fine repairing o

specialty.
1400 and 141 Dodge St., Omaha.

wEA MANHOOD

Parly Decny snd Algan, Lo pad sne
3, Lawk Viger, and hoalih ruﬂ
reetared. Variessele o aris enlarped srensbes
Baw lome Teoalbow syl nnd sealed I8 Prie la

Address LECLAMUUN INSTITUTE, D40 & 1A% Villileos 5, X. T,

DR, GLUCK,
kye and Ear.

Barker Dicck, 100k atd Farsem. Telepboue G4

THE FIoURE “9."

The figurs 0 In our dates will make a long stay.
Ko man or woman now lviog will over date &
Jooumont without using the Ogure B, Tt stands
In the third plaes (0 1800, whore (L will remaln ten
yoars and then move up o second placa In 1900,
whete It will rest for one bundred years,

There ks anothor 9" whioh has also come to atay,
It is unlike the figure 0 in our dates (o the reapect
that It has alteady moved up to frst place, where
it will permanently retunin, 1t bs éalled the " No
P High Arm Wiveler & Wilson Sewing Machine,

The “No, 9" wins endorsed for first place by the
experis of Burope nt the Puris Exposition of 1880,
where, after a severecontest with the leading ma
shines of the world, It was awneded the ouly
Grand Prize glven Lo family sewing machines, al)
others on exhibit having reccived Jowoer awnrds
of gold medals, eto. The French Government
also recognized Its nupertority by thedecoration of
Mr. Nathaniel Wheeler, President of the eompany,
writh the Cross of the Legion of Honor.

Tho “No, 9" s not an old machine Improved
ppon, but 18 an entirely now machion, and the
Grand Prize at Paris was awarded it as the grand:
est advance in sewing mnchine meennnism of the
age. Those who buy It can rest assurvd, thers
fore, of having the very latest and boct,

)

WHEELER & WILSON M'F'G CO,,
1685 nnd 187 Wabash Ave,, Chicago
P. E. FLODMAN & CO,
220 North 16th Street.

~ CALIFORNIA

THI* LAND OF

DISCOVERIES,
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'Send for circls r,sl.hr btle 3 or 2£
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Santa: Abie:and :

Forsulo by Goodmnn Drug Co,

£ L D
e
DR. J. . McGREW,
3
THE SPECIALIST.
The Doctor {8 nosarpaesed
In the treatment of all
forms of Private Discases,
Notreatment hasever boen
more pucecesiul sud none
lins bad stronger endorse
muent. A curels guarsnteed in the very worst cases
jofrom A to b duys without the Loss of g0 hout's tHme,

Those who have beon

‘ utder s tremtmont for

Stricture or diffienly in

relleving the bladder, pronounees 1t n most wonders

ful success. A qumplete cure in o few doye wiihiuag
min, ins‘mments or losg af tine,

1 Anilall wenk-
ness of the
sexunforgans

timidity or nervousness, fn thelr worst forns aud
most dremdf<al resalts are ahsolatoly eurod,
Avd gll FEMALR
BAHHENN 1ss DISEASES enred
Wt homoe without
instrumonts. A wonderful romedy, HOURS for
Indies from 2 to 4 ONLY.
anud all Diecases of the Skin,
HH Blood, Heart, Liver, Kid-
neve nnd Bladder cored,
Crired in 30 1o H dnys. The
sYPHILI s mioet rapid, pafo li effent-
bve treatment Kuown te the
médical profession. Every trace of the disense re-
moved from the blood; a completo cura guaranteed,
1 For “man'’ or "womnn'', esch 10¢
Boo Ks (stumpsr,  Treatment by coree
n;\-ln-!vnme Stumnp for reply
N.E Con 14ri axn Fanwas St.
oFFIGE Open fome 8 A M ta b P M,
Eontrunee on Farmum or 140l 8¢,
OMAHA. NEB.

\HE LATEST

J MINGO

COLLAR

DR.E.C. WEST'S

NERVE AND BRAIN TREATMENT.

Specifie for Myeterin, Dlusipess. Fity, Neuralgls, Wake
tultisa, Menial Dwpression, Bofleal ] ' .-
sulting in lgaaniiy L
desth. Premdture {

Lo withar sex, Tl

y Losses, niul b

Lar
i

caused by uvvur-e ir of the braln,
over-dndulgonee.  Early ot contalns e months treat.
it Bl ativx, or sle for 8, rent by mall prepaild
With each onder for six bages, Wil dend poir baser
puaranies 1o rafond money o the tratmant fa ta
wee Y
GOFPDMAN DRUG €20,
1110 Favuim Stpeot, L] hin, Nob

o BABY BRIVERES

: FREE
L -

:

SEND or TELEPHONE

NEBRASKA

Steam  Laundry.

faction to patrons.

F. D. HUESTIS,

Successor to Chas. S. Poor, Corner 168th and
Howard Sts. Tel. No. 11.

|

J

JIPET] ‘S,UdWINUIL)

H S.U21piyD put sasstyy ‘siog *,

and Low Cut Lawn Tennis Shoes.

"-—'-")l'ii{i‘;: #}Uliﬂ_r’ U_'n\‘if"l ]ﬂ) MOTT pue

81

Gentlemen's, Ladies', Boys', Misses' and Children’s Hich
Yy

I Carry a Complete Line of Gentlemen's, Ladies’, Boys’,

= , . o " s
Misses’and Children’s High and Low (it Lawn Tennis Shoes
Which Isell at WHOLESALE only. 1f you have not placed your ordor for fall,
MR. SHOE DEALER, I would advise you to sond it to me withiont delay,us pubilioe
poods are advancing steadily. T s Western Agent for the NEW JHISEY
RUBBER SHOE COMPAXNY, and glaa to say the poods this senson Huve no
superior in style and shapo, and you know they wear wetl, Call and see me or

write for discounts, sumples and poice lists,
A T, 1 SEN
A. T, INDSRY,
- Omaha, Neb,

1111 Harney Street,

WEDDING  PRESENTS.

MAX MEYER & BRO.

Jewelers and Silversmiths,
Onmana, Nen.

We invite particular attention to our large varviety ol artl-
cles appropriate for Wedding Presents ut
POPULAR PRICES,

Bolid Sterling Sllverware, single pigces or in sots, combinations, &o., from
£2 up to B400,

Fine Quadruple Silver-plated Ware, in new and clogant designs, embracing
ahout everythi cnowi to the trade in hoth flnt and hollow ware, solow in
Price that wa dare not pams the fligures being only about HALF QUR FORM-
ER PRICES,

Lamps, Toilet Sets, Candelabra, Bronze Ornaments, Mirrors, hesides the
largest assortment of Clooks to bhe found waest of Chileagn, from $1 up to $200.

Handsome Mantal Clocks at $5, $7.50, $10, $16, eto,, with halt-hour strile
attachment, cathedral gongs, &c.

Diamonds, Wut.uhes, and Rich Gold Jew-
elry at Greatly Reduced Prices.
S lepairing at Lowest Rates and All Work Fully Warranted. ~2g I

—

SIXTEENTH AND FARNAM STREETS,

he= — - =
ARE YOU BUILDING ?

I so eall and examine our fine line of art goods, eomprising
Locks, Knohs, Escutcheons and Hinges, in all finishes and desigis,

HIMEBAUGH & TAYLOR,

1408 Douglas St.,, Omaha,

DEWEY & STONE,
Furniture Gompanu.
A magnificent display of averything usefil and ornamental inihe

fuprniture maker's apre aLr reasonable price

ORIGINAILL

ve Repairs and Water Attachments

Sl_n
¥

oI "l'h'll"‘l:l"'r'""l"-"'l- Grasolineg tuves and
gas | rjal cleaned and repaired, Wark guaranteed,
At uton A | y i ke g - BI0 N, 10t 8
B e e R Omaha Stoye Re pall Works, ™ E ok a6

o

Our aim is to excel in all work, and give satise e
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