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CALLS A HALT ON CRITICISM

Command ant Hammond's Story of
the Soldiers' Homo Affair.

STRUGGLING AGAINST BIG ODDS-

.IIcAhkH

.

That Judgment br Suspended
Until n l"u 11 nnd Fair

Tim HiildinrH * llninc ,

Livcot.v , Nob. , Feb. 8. fSpocinl to Tin :

lii! : : ) Commandant Hammond , of the sol
diers' home , when nslecd about the strictures
upon the management of that institution , re-

sponded frankly , unreservedly , nnd with nn
unmistakable nir of sincerity :

"I think I can explain some matters , " ho-

Bftld , "so that they will bo placed before the
public In a new light. I don't mean to make
a statement us u defense of my management ,

because that will have to stand on Its merits ,

anyway ; but Americans ndmiro fair piny ,

nnd I want the home to have n fair show be-
fore Judgment Is Dittoed on It. The legisla-
ture of two i ears ago appropriated l0.) )( ) .

The present building cost fj ux ) . The boaul-
of public lands and buildings concluded that
the bomu could not bo opened until July ,
ISM ) . 1 had been appointed commandant ,
was under salary , nnd had my hcnrt In the
work. 1 told the hoard that if they would
back me up I would try to open the institu-
tion in July , 71. I Interviewed merchants
in Grand Islntul and Omaha , gat bids on
furniture , bed clothing and other supplies ,

and got them to ngrco to wait for their pay
until this legislature should make an appro-
priation. . I laid the matter bciure the board ,

nnd they said go ahead. The board weio
able to delay payment on several buihlini :
items , nnd I had a fund of about ill , iOO to
work with. A part of that was needed for
juppliuB , teams , etc. Then cnmn the wages
rf employes and thu balance was available
for maintenance. Wo hnvu enough loft to
pay the employes next month ,

"Tho public do not under.stnnd whut a trial
it has been to keep the home going. It has
been a constant strain nnd makeshift. For
instance , one of our coal dealers refused to
furnish coal longer on credit , and I hud to-
bopr another ono to hell ) us out. It has been
nn unceasing sliugglu to make the little fund
stretch over the gap to our next appropriat-
ion.

¬

. The old Bold UTS had to be led and
warmed , and wo had to manage other mnttcis-
as best we could-

."Tho
.

hospital arrangements have been
criticised. In the Hist place , the institution
is a home , nnd not u hospital. Hut wo took
rare of the sick to the best of our ability.-
Wo

.

had to use quartern in the bomu because
wo had no other place. Wo put four sick
men in ono room , because to separate them
would have required eight nurses , and wo-
hadn't the money to hire so many. Two of
the men had diseases that created n sicken-
ing

¬

stench , but if wo had a hospital their un-
cleanliness and oi'or' would not have como to
the notice of other inmates.'a need n hos-
pital

¬

, mid that is ono of the items that swells
the appropriation wo ask for.

' That Is a sample of thu dilllcultlc.s wo had
to meet. Other stuto institutions nre organ-
ized

¬

and have full treasuries , I have not
only had the work of bringing system out of
chaos , but I have had u hand-to-mouth
struggle to feed and warm my boys. Tliero-
is no board of control , nnd 1 have had no one
with whom to advise. J do not pretend to-

bo infallible. There may bo smarter men
then I , but none with a heart moro sincere
in this work-

."Tliero
.

has been criticism of the site nnd
the construction , but of course I am not re-
sponsible

¬

for them. Nor am I to blame for
Banltnry defects in the way of sewers ,
though I think they can be remedied. As to
supplies sent by the Woman's Relief Corps ,
they have all been enjoyed by the veterans ,
except some Jellies , which nro being reserved
for the sick. They are on our shelves and
accounted for in the books. My family cat
in the dining room with thu soldiers and
have the snmo faro as they. Speaking of
criticisms , there is a visiting committee ap-
pointed by the governor. Applicants nre ad-
mitted

¬

to the homo by mo, subject to the ap-
proval of that committee , and yet they have
thrown the blame upon mo in several cases ,
although they have the same authority and
the same cvidcnco ns I. That's not fair , is it ?

"Among the items In the appropriation wo-
nsk for Is ono of ? 17iiOO, for twenty-live cot ¬

tages. I fear the state undertook a largo
contract when It decided to care lor the de-
pendent

¬

families of old soldiers. To do that
properly wo need cottages. Wo already have
applications from twenty-one families , and I
think wo could llll Ixty cottages during the
next two years. Tno Inmates of the homo
now nro sovcnty-ono men , four women nnd
two children , If there Is anything wrong in
the management of the homo I expect it will
bo criticised , but , ns a matter of fair play , I
think the public anil the legislature ought to-

Icnow sorno of the difficulties we have had to
deal with. "

Cutting Down Appropriations.
LINCOLN , Neb. , Feb. S. .Special to Tun-

Hun.l The soldiers' homo committees held a
Joint meeting this afternoon to discuss the
appropriation bill. They made n cut of
about $." ,000 In the items asked for wages
and salaries. They considered about one-
half of the bill , ami will undoubtedly make
other reductions. The commandant sug-
ccstrt

-

tlio cutting out of the ? 10,000 item for
furniture , ? .' ,000 for the commandant's resi-
dence

¬

, all aggregating about ?3J000. The
committees will meet again next Tuqsday-

.TliofJovcrnor

.

Indignant.L-
ISCOI.N

.

, Nob. , Fob. 8. [Special to Tun-
Bnn.1 Governor Thayer Is annoyed by the
criticisms upon the soldiers' home. He
denies emphatically the statement that the
building Is located in n hollow , and quotes
General Averill , of the national homo , ns-

enying that the Nebraska institution Is ono
of the best of the kind in the United States ,

The inmates are well fed , well clothed and
kept comfortably warm , hu says. Many
live bettor than they did before , hu adds , and
What moro can bo asked )

Hcnntp ,

LINCOLN , Feb. 8. { Special to Tun Hnn. ]

The morning session of the sonata was largely
consumed In routine work , during which
everybody but the president and the secre-
tary read newspapers , und the only relief
from dull monotony was n Hurry ot talk over
the resolution of the committee on accounts
socking to establish ruloi for the allowance
of claims for committees visiting state insti-
tutions.

¬

.

Chairman Taggart oxplalmcd that the com-

mittee were confronted with bills aggregat-
ing

¬

nbout $280 for trips to Kearney and Grand
Island. Ono of tlio items was for nineteen
tickets to Kearney and return , mid there
wore only two members of the senate com-

mittee
¬

on the trip. Another item was for
nine tickets to Grand Island , but only three
senatorial commlttccmen were of the uarty ,

Thcso claims should bo paid by some ono ,

but the committee did not caru to shoulder
the responsibility of allowing them. The
resolution was intended to make the senate
fix n rule for the guidance of the committee ;
m other nerds , to fasten upon thu senate us-
n whole the responsibility of allowing or re-
jecting

¬

the claims.
Several gentlemen explained what little

they know about the management of the
Junketing trips , nnd the tnlurtnatloii was
thrown out that they were boused by some-
one over in the house. Several Inquiries were
jnadu as to wno ordered the nlnetiou tickets
for two commlttcemen , but this branch of
the investigation was not urged , and the
mystery is us dense as over.

After a long talk Hnnsom offered a substi-
tute

¬

resolution that no expense shall bo in-

curred
¬

for a visiting committee , except on
the certificate ot its chairman , It was
adopted with ta amendment by Counur ,

limiting the chairman to the expenses of
members of the committee.-

Hansom's
.

resolution Is understood as np-
plylng

-
to the future. It U assumed that the

bills for picnic parties to date will go , but
the accounts committee will hold another
meeting and may apply Hansom's rule to
the bills now before them , in which event
the responsibility will he thrown upon the
chairmen nf the two Visiting committees.
Senator Linn says thcso trips cost the state
about ?4iKKi two years njjo.

Tim eluirgo of ?bO for a special Pullman
car for the nine pi-rsmis ticketed to Grand
Island and back. Is criticised most sav.igoly.-
U

.

Is urged that the trip was made at night ,
but the critics think the cxiniso thin In view
of the several messes of the legislature.

The judiciary committee recommomled In-

dcllnltu
-

postponement for the Sutherland
nnd Robinson bills , which purpose giving the
ballot to women in municipal elections. The
friends of the proposition rallied and after a
short , sharp .skirmish succeeded in
having them put on the general
Illi1 , the clTect of which H to
bring them before the semite in duo time for
discussion.

The setinto passed a'l important bill by
Norvnl intended to aid the suppression of
disturbances during strikes. Following is
Its text in full ,

"Whoever willfully throws or shoots n mis-
sll"

-

at a locomotive engine , or railroad car ,
or street railway car , or at a person on such
engine or n passenger or employe on such
car. or In any wnv assaults or In tor fores
with a conductor, engineer , fireman or brake-
man

-

, or other employe while in the discharge
of his duty on or near n railrrmd engine , car ,
or street railway car , shall bo punished by n
line not ( ixeeedinrSlOO.or by Imprisonment in
the county Jail not exceeding ninety days. "

The bdl creating Hooker county was put
on third reading ami passed : also n bill re-
linquishing

¬

penalties on delinquent taxes
levied on town lots in abandoned town
situs.

The committee of the whole approved Nes-
hltt's

-
bill giving the Tenth district two

Judges. It covers fifteen counties-
.rri

.

nvoo.v HISMON.:

The ball was opened in the committee of
the whole by Hansom's bill empowering
county commissioners to improve streets
within city and village limits. There was nn
unlimited flow of talk. Town nnd country
mumbcrs nririied for their respective locali-
ties

¬

with vim and persistency.-
RjThe

.
bill was indefinitely postponed.

The committee approved n half dozen bills
amending the laws governing counties under
township organisation , and tuo senate ad-
journed.

¬

.

J louse.L-

IVCOLW
.

, Nob. , Feb. S. [ Special to Tun-
Hnr.l A largo number of reports from
standing committees were represented. The
following were recommended for passage :

A bill by Donman IKmg fees of constables
and court officers in civil procccduro.-

A
.

bill to pay Senator Hoar of Massachu-
setts

¬

S'J.OOO for services rendered the state in
the case of Morton against Nebraska in the
supreme court of the United States in regard
to the title to certain lauds.-

A
.

bill relieving hotel keepers from respon-
sibilities

¬

for loss of guests from their own
rooms of certain kinds of property.-

A
.

bill prohibiting any person holding the
ofllco of Judge , clerk , courtjreporter , sheriff ,

coroner or any county or townshin ofllee ,
from practicing law within the county of
their residence.-

A
.

bill to empower local school boar Is to
exclude pupih from the public schools who
have not been vaccinated.

Senate file ! ! 2", a bill to dcfino and punish
the crime of "unlawful assaults and threats , "
was recommended for iiassago.-

A
.

full lUt of all persons in the employ of
the house was presented by the committee on-
employes , nnd ordered printed.

The house refused to make a special
order of Cnrbin's joint resolution pro-
viding

¬

for the submitting of an
amendment to the state constitution
authorizing the Investment of the permanent
school funds in school district bonds , by plac-
ing

¬

it at the head of the general bills on flic
The following bills were recommended for

Indellnltcmcnt postcnicnt.-
A

.

bill by MoMillon providing that the fees
of the county clerk and assistants in counties
of 70,00i ) inhabitants and over, shall bo paid
out of the general fund and all fees received
by the cleric shall bo turned over to the
county.

Gardner offered the following resolution ,

which was adopted :

Whereas , There has recently been an ex-
plosion

¬

nt the state insane asylum resulting
in loss of life and great damage to property ,
therefore bo it-

Hesolved , That a committee of live bo ap-
pointed

¬

to act with a like committee from the
senate , to investigate the causes of said ex-
plosion

¬

und ropoit their findings to this
house.

The speaker named Messrs. Gardner ,
Trenton , Johnson , Sevcrin and Majors as said
committee.

The house went into committee of the
whole , nnd Corbln's bill to provide for listing
of property for purposes of taxation at its
true cash value. After some sharp parlia-
mentary

¬

skirmishing , it was reported back
with the recommendation that it do pass , by-
a vote of 5S to 18.

Gilbert's usury bill was then taken up.-

Mr.
.

. Gilbert defended the measure at
length , and showed that an excess of over
$'J,001),000) is annually wrung from the people
by extortionate rates of Interest. Ho thought
this (mo of the most Important measures
before the legislature , and that the bill or a
similar measure was urgently demanded.

Halter opposed the bill. Hu said such a
measure would throw a cloud on all prom-
isory

-
notes , us it makes all contracts at-

usurous rates absolutely void , and not
merely voidable ; also , that no honorable
man in the state would seek to take advan-
tage

¬

of the usury act to avoid paying his just
debts , and it would simply put a power In the
hands of dishonest individuals to be used for
blackmailing purposes.

Pending thu discussion on the question the
house adjourned.A-

FTKUNOOX
.

SUSSION-
.A

.

few bills were Introduced , among them
ono by O'Hricn , providing for a reduction in-

thn number of justices of the pence In metro-
politan

¬

cities.
The Funelc bill to enable railroads to con-

solidate
¬

was taken up for discussion as n-

bucclnl order , Gilchrist moved to refer the
bill to the committee on judiciary ,

Olnmtead hoped that the motion would not
prevail.

Hall favored the motion made by Gliuhrlst.-
He

.

thought there was n colored man In the
wood pila somewhere , and claimed that there
was no provision protecting thu revisslonary
rights of the city of Omaha. It was not true
that the now company must assume nil thu
liabilities of the old company ,

plinkcr admitted this , but claimed that ho
could not BCD why this bill could not bo con-
sidered

¬

now ,

Cady doubted the constitutionality of the
measure , nnd wanted this point to bo de-
cided

¬

before going nny further.-
Hurnham

.
defended the committee on en r-

norations
-

and said they had hold this bill
longer than any other , und had heard coun-
sel

¬

on both sides-
.Fleldgrovo

.

said they wanted to Und n col-
ored

¬

man in the fence , but could not see
what was wrong.-

Herlin
.

defended tha report of the commit-
tee

¬

on corporations. Ho said ho had fully
Investigated the matter and was satisfied the
bill was all right. He could not utford to-
nnd would not support it if there was any-
thing

¬

wrong nbaut it. Ho also read letters
from lauding citizens of Ouiulm endorsing
the bill-

.Herlin
.

wanted to know why Hall had sud-
denly

¬

taken such an interest in Douglas
county.

Hall answered him and declared ho was
glad that no ono questioned his credentials ,

and that no slurs or Insinuations should
dutcr him from doing his duty , and ho pro-
posed

¬

to examine every bill affecting Omaha
with as much care as ho was able to ex-
ercise

¬

,

Olmstead said Hastings was blessed with
two street car Hues , and more quarrelsome ,
avaricious and disagreeable cotnpanle.i never
existed anywhere ,

Gilchrist said that ho had been approached
by lawyers who warned him that if this bill
passed Omaha would lose all her reversion-
ary

¬

Interests In nor city railroads , but as Mr-
.Ucrlln

.
hud read tha opinion of A. J. Popple-

ton , that Omaha's Interests would bo pro-
tected

¬

under this bill , he would nccept It , and
withdraw.

Hall offered nn amendment to protect small
stockholders from being frozen out.

The amendment was lost.
The bill was then passed section by sec ¬

tion.
Hall and Knynor vigorously opposed the

bill. Hall declared that the whole thing wns-
n scheme for railroad companies to get pos-
session

¬

of streets they otherwise could not
get.Hayner m.tlo n long speech against the
bill , nnd assorted that It iad| been cham-
pioned

¬

by lobbyists , whoso aetions on the
floor were extremely reprehensible.-

Kfforts
.

wore made to delay futthcr action ,
but they were voted down find the commit-
tee

¬

reported the bill back with a recommen-
dation

¬

that it do pass.
The bill was ordered to n third reading ,

and passed by n vote of 77 to ij.-

Dempster
: .

offered n resolution , reciting
that

Whereas , Grave doubts existed as to the
constitutionality of the senate tile 31 , the
submission bill ; therefore bo it-

UjsolvoJ , That the judccs of the supreme
court he requested to furnish the house with
an opinion on the folhnvlng points :

l. Is ( ho hill constitutional I

3 Could n voter cast his ballot for both 1

! 1. If both were adopted what would bo the
legal ofTcctl

This resolution was adopted without oppo-
sition.

¬

. _

Prof, Ilrshcy ICvnininod.
LINCOLN , Neb. , Feb. S. FSp ciat Telegram

to Tin : Hnr..I Prof. Hcssey , director of the
agricultural experiment station , was ex-

amined
¬

to-night by the senate investigating
committee. Ho explained the growth and
methods of the station. Nothing of special
importance was brought out. Treasurer
Dales will bo examined Monday night.

IiCKlNllltlVC-
LINIOI.V , Neb. , Feb. 8. [ Special to Tnc-

Hm.J The members settled down to busi-
ness

¬

tills morning in good shape , and put
through n surprising amount of business.

Senator Hoar's claim for services in de-

fending the state against a man named Mor-
ton

¬

in a dispute In regard to thu title to cer-
tain

¬

lands , was allowed by the committee on-

claims. . 'Ihe amount is $ 0il. It is said that
this bill is a chestnut of long standing , nnd
that there is a "dlvy" in it , und if this bo
true it will doubtless -got a thorough airing
in committee of the whole.

The letter of Morrlsscy , In the Herald ,
charging that the committeeon privileges
and elections was tampered with , is causing
much comment nmoni ; thu members. A-

nrominent member of the committee re-
marked

¬

that Momssoy may bo about right ,
but the overtures did not como from the re-
publicans.

¬

.

lion G. M. O'Hricn introduced his first
bill to day. It is intended to get a belter
class of Justices of the peace by reducing the
number of eighteen to six.

Committee work will bo pushed vigorously
from now on. The general flic , however , is
loaded down with bills , many of which will
never ho reached.

Tom Majors of Nemnha Is the happiest
man in the legislature.

There was u lull of fifteen minutes in the
business of the house this afternoon. A
special order the Funck street railway con-
solidation

¬

bill was sot up for special order
and no ono seemed to liavii anything to sug-
gest

¬

to interest or amuse the house.-
Mr.

.

. McUrido wielded the gnvel this niter-
noon and made a very acceptable presiding
officer.-

W.
.

. U. Leach , J. J. Leach nnd wife , Dr. S.-

W.
.

. McGrow , G. W. UerlinV. . F. Wright ,
ex-Governor K. W. Furnas , William Swann ,
Judge Oren , Pose.v Frecnan , Lincoln Matey ,
D. J. Wood und C. Cambcll , of Auburn ,
Neb. , called on Representative Lash yester ¬

day and took in the debate on the Douglas
county contest.

Gilbert of York made a good speech In de-
fense

-
of his usury bill. His remarks made a

deep impression on tbo members. When the
measure is called up again n lively time is
sure to follow.

The farmers may bo credited with knock-
ing

¬

out the "oil inspector. " Several other
useless and extravagant schemes will also be
put in their little beds by the same agency.-

As
.

usual in legislative bodies , a few mem-
bers

¬

do all the talking. With the exception
of a dozen or so , the members prefer to act
rather than talk.

Several ambitious statcsmdn are included
amoiiK the members of the house. Among
those who will yet bo hoard from In political
circles arc linker of Jefferson , Haynor of-
Cheyenne. . Corbin of Johnson , Gilbert of
York , Fieldgrovo of Huffulo , Christy of
Clay , Dempster , and Hallard of Filluioro ,
Gilchrist of Hex Hutte , and Hall of Lancas-
ter.

¬

.
While Judge Mason was before the Judi-

ciary
¬

committee giving his opinion of the
constitutionality of woman suffrage , Senator
Hnnsom asked the Judge what ho thought
about the supreme court's opinion in a cer-
tain

¬

much disputed case. The old gentleman
was not to bo caught , and his responseis
worthy the crafty lawyer that ho is. "I
bowed my head in mute submission ," ho said ,
with imnrossivo dignity , "and put my linger
on my lips in silent acquiescence with the
crystnlized embodiment of the law. "

Governor Tliayer is indignant at an article
in nn Omaha paper nlleging that Mrs-
.Tliayer

.
was a member of the junketing party

to Kearney , and insinuating that n bill was
presented for her ticket while she hold a-

pass. . "It is a bald falsehood , " said the gov-
ernor.

¬

. "Mrs. Thoyer has not been outside of
Lincoln since January 1 , nearly six weeks.
You reporters are too sensational. Such in-

sinuations
¬

are enough to make a man damn
the newspapers. "

St. IjotilH Dyniiiniti ) Fiends.S-

T.
.

. Louis , Mo. , Feb. 8. Last June a year
ace some unkn own llend attempted to blow-
up Dr. Huck's homo with dynamite. The ex-

plosion
¬

was terrific , tearing aWay the lower
portion of the house , entailing u loss of over
51000. Fortunately no on& was hurt. De-

tectives were employed but failed to find the
miscreants. Last night nnotlierattctnpt wns
made , but only n portion of the dynamite ex-
ploded

¬

, the only damage dona being the
wreckage of a carriage house. A portion of
the ciynmnlto and n piece of the fuse are now
in the hands of the police. Dr. Huck stands
high In the community , and these attempts
cannot bo explained-

.Thu

.

TariO' Hill Amendments.W-
ASHINGTON'

.

, Fob , 8.Tho computations
made by treasury expert upon the probable
effect of the scnato nmciidincnts to the tariff
bill reached the committee on ways and
means to-day. A" democratic member of the
committee says that the tables show that
one half of tlio loductlon ot ?20,000,000 ef-

fected
¬

by the changes In the sugar schedule
Is wiped out by the changes In the other
tariff schedules , which , in themselves , would
result In a considerable Increase in the reve-
nue. . This would leave the net reductions
of revenue at $13,000,000 or $ ii,000,000: , leav-
ing

¬

the internal revenue sections out of the
valuation.

A Consolidation of
NEW YOIIK , Feb. 8. The negotiations bo-

twcen
-

Vandnrbtlt and Morgan for a consoli-
dation

¬

of the Cleveland , Columbus , Cincin-
nati

¬

& Indianapolis ( Hoe line ) nnd tlio Cin-

cinnati , Indianapolis , St. Louis & Chicago
roads ( big four ) , have been successfully
closed. The terms nro believed to include
nn exchange of stock. It Is understood that
the parties behind the deal are also working
for un arrangement with the Cleveland , St.
Louis & Kansas City , whteti Is now con-
structing

¬

a bridge across The Mississippi at
Alton , but the otllccrs of that road prefer
to remain Independent, and it is not likely
that tnoy will agree to give any system ex-
clusive

¬

connections.

The Kllrnin. Smith Fight.
LONDON , Fob , 8. Articles have boon

signed for the tight between Jem Smith and
Jake Kllraln , London prize-ring rules , for

1,000 a side. The tight is fixed for October ,
but the location Is not settled.

NEBRASKA NEED NOT FEAR ,

The Government's , Proposed Irriga-
tion

¬

Project

WILL REDOUND TO HER BENEFIT

The Slto Tor New Fort Oinnlin The
DCS .Molnoi Utvcr Lund Hill

Hundy rbr Incentive
Approval.

WASHINGTON HUIHUU TUB OM in *. HUB, )
513 FounTKGNTii Sinner , >

WASIIINOION' , U. C. , Fob. 8. I

A few days ago Senator Paddock received
a letter from State Geologist L. K. Hicks , nt
Lincoln , in reference to tha former's appre-
hcnslon ns to the imsslblu consequences of-

interceptim; the waters of the Pintle in con-

nection
¬

with Hie proposed irrigation projects
by the government. Prof. Hicks states that
hitherto they have been used only durlne the
irrigating season , but that since it is proposed
to Impound also the Hood nnd storm waters
nnd the melting HIIOW in the mountains ,

Kansas nnd Nebraska ought to stand to-

gether
¬

, not only to guard their
people from injury in this matter ,

but to iiccuro some adequate
share of tlio benefits arising from the ex-

penditure
¬

of the ?o,000,000 estimated for the
preliminary surveys , nnd that there should
bo prompt action to change the proposed
plans before all the w.iteis are tied up by
vested richts. The letter of Prof. Hicks
was referred to Major Powell , chief of the
geological stii'vey. To-day Senator Paddock
received a reply. Major Powell says that
the Platte and the Arkansas have their
soniccs in the mountains of Colorado und
NV.voming , but after passing the Colorado
and Wyoming lines they receive great ad-

ditions
¬

to tlielr volume from the streams and
storms of the lower country , so that
but a small portion ol the water
whicli these- rivers discharge in the
Missouri and Mississippi comes from the
mountain regions. In Colorado and Wyo-
ming

¬

all iiqriculture is dependent upon
artificial irrigation , as the water which comes
direct from the heavens is insufficient to pro-
duce

¬

crept. Te! sumo , bo says , is true of-
tlio western portion of Kansas and Nebraska.
Major Powell continues : "In this portion of
the arid region under consideration , embrac-
ing

¬

a part of Colorado , ''Wyoming , Nebraska
and Kansas , agriculture is possible only by
diverting the water ol the streams out upon
the adjacent lands , and the real question is
what effect will the development of
Irrigation in Colorado and Wyoming
have upon irrigation in Nebraska
nnd Kansas. The North Platte and
the South Platte and the Arkansas present
distinct problems. They must , therefore , bo
considered separately. The Platte has two
branches the North Platte draining n largo
area of Wyoming , and the South Platte a-

lurgo urea in Colorado. A largo volume of
this water can bo used across the line in Ne-

braska
¬

to better advantage than in Wyoming ,
and the storage of the waters of tbo North
Platte , which will bo chiefly in Wyoming ,
will greatly benefit Nebraska , lu fact , Ne-

braska
¬

is far moro interested in the storage
of the waters of the' North Platte than
Wyoming , for in general the storage of
the waters of the >tforth Platte will
benefit Wyoming in'a very slight degree. It
must bo understood that irrigation can bo
produced without storrtso by using the wa-
ters

¬

of the running'Rtreams during the sea-
son

¬

of irrigation , which is very ohort , nver-
aging usually for the various crops about
two months in this region. Storage in-

creases
¬

the area of irrigable lands by hold-
ing

¬

back in reservoirs water that would oth-
erwise

¬

run to waste during ten months of the
year. It is this water , to bo stored about the
headwaters of the North Platte , by which
tlfo people of Nebraska are to bo chiefly ben ¬

efited.
NKIIItASKV HAS THI3 ADVANTAOn-

.In
.

his letter Major Powell continues to
say that the South Platte has its source in
the mountains of Colorado , nnd in that state
irrigation is already greatly developed , so
that practically all the water of the South
Platte which flows from the mountains dur-
ing

¬

the season of irrigation is already used
in critical seasons. Whether the water
should bo surrendered by the people of Colo-
rado

¬

to those of Nebraska , whether the agri-
cultural

¬

industries uloug the Plntto and its
tributaries In Colorado should bo destroyed
in order that now industries in Nebraska
may bo created is a question that everyone
can easily answer for himself. Hut there is-

u further condition worthy of consideration-
.If

.

tlio waters of the South Platte now used
in Colorado were used in Nebraska , the area
brought under cultivittion in the latter state
would be very much smaller than the area
now under cultivation In Colorado by the use
of the same waters. In that region the rain
is condensed on the mountains. Compara-
tively

¬

little falls on tbo arid plains , not
enough to produce porrennial springs. It is
probable that three acres can bo irri-
gated

¬

near to the mountains of Colo-
rado

¬

where only ono acre can bo irri-
gated

¬

in Nebraska. This must be understood ,

however , us an estimate and not as actually
determined by stream gauging. The im-
portant

¬

question Is what effect will storage
have upon the supply of water from the
South Platto. It has already been stated
that the waters of the North Platte can bo
advantageously and economically stored in
the mountain regions , but this is not true of
the South Platto. The reservoir system is-

a necessity. With some important excep-
tions

¬

the waters of the Soutli Platte must bo
stored below , as the declivity of the moun-
tains

¬

drained by that river is in general too
Croat to offer u favorable place for tlioir
storage , They will , therefore , have to bo
stored in the foothills nnd on the plains.-
Tno

.

stored waters will deercaso the
volume of the South Platte whore It crosses
the Colorado-Nebraska line during the non-
irrigating season. The use of the water
which fulls as rain.during the irrigating BOH-

son near to the mountains in Colorado , as it-
is now chiefly used , 'greatly diminishes the
volume in western" Nebraska , but on the
other hand the storage of water during tlio
irrigating season , will greatly Increus-j the
water available for Nebraska during the irri-
gating

¬

season. Tnklng the facts as they are ,

namely , that the waters of the South Platte
falling during the irrigating season nro al-
ready

¬

used in Colorado , the prospects for ir-
rigating from the South Platte in western
Nebraska depends upon tl storage of the
waters falling during the nonirrigat-
ing

¬

season. The greater the amount of
water stored In Colorado , the greater will bo
the area irrigated ''in Nebraska. Major
Powell describes lniis) letter to Senator
Paddock the use proposed for the Arkansas
in Kansas and clsuwnoro in irrigation , The
letter is of great length und vast importnno o-

nnd will bo used in tljc guidance of the leg *

islution by congress. Major Powell in-

closing his lengthy statement , snvs that the
question of the use df the Platte nnd the
Arkansas rivers Is ono affecting agriculture
only ; that the amount of itirlgntublo lands
redeemed In Nebraska and Kansas by the
waters of the Plutto'and' Arkansas depends
upon the amount ot jyatcr stored in Colorado
und Wyoming ,

Tim SITE iron NEW FOHT OMUIA.
Senator Mandersou was at the war depart-

ment
¬

this morning , and had u talk with Gen-
eral

¬

Schoflcld about the imrclmsa of ground
for now Fort Omaha. General Hrooko has
recommended the acceptance of the proposi-
tion

¬

of Henry T. CJbrke , and usVcs that In ad-
dition

¬

to the acquirement of this ground that
nn appropriation be made by congress for the
purchase of enough additional ground to
make altogether 1)00) acres , This , ho says ,
will afford ample room for a rifle range , and
tnero will be excellent drainage. He states it-
is the only tract of land of tbo numerous pieces
offered which is acceptable for the puri ese,

General Crook indorses the recommendation ,
und General Sohollold also believes that the
purchases should bo made as recommended
by Hrooks , General Maudcrson says it will
bo necessary to secure a further appropria-
tion

¬

, and that until pdnnress provides moro
*

money there will bo no purchase made. Ho
will mnko nti effort to secure the additional
appropriation at this session of congress. If-
ho full's , ho will push it nt the first session
of the next congress. General Schntlclil
fully coincides in tlio recommendations
otico nuulo by General Shcrlilnn , ixnil says
there Is need of milking Fort Omaha first-
class in every respect. General Scholleld is
delighted nt the sureess of the Omaha post-
olllco

-
building bill , iii it will give an nddl-

tlonnl
-

building for the headquarters of the
unny. Ho says that It emphasizes the needs
of u better alto and building for Fort Omaha.T-

UP.
.

imAioiNns nnr.n > mil. .

Tlio presldont has again an opportunity to-
do justice to the people of Iowa. Two years
years ago ho vetoed the act to quiet thu tillo-
iff settlers on the DCS Molnes river lands ,
but It was claimed at the tlmo that he dia
not understand the situation and misjudged
the case. It is reported that during the
present congress ho lias given nti assurance
that ho will sign tlio bill if it readies him ,
11 ml upon that assurance it passed the house
of representatives in December last. To-day
It went through the senate and will bo In the
president's hands before to-morrow night.
The act us passed differs only in one particu-
lar

¬

from that which was vetoed. The title
to the hunts in question is given only to
the original settlers or their heirs , mid
not to their assigns , as the former bill pro ¬

vided. In other , words , If n man shall have
sold his homestead In the DCS Moincs river
valley, the purchaser is not protected by this
bill , but If he should still hold it , or if it shall
have been Inherited by his natural heirs , his
title is good. I usked Senator Wilson to-day
If ho thought tlio president , would sign the
bill , "I do not know , " hu said , "whether ho
will or not. I do not know Unit lit; has given
any assurance , but 1 know that wo shall ex-
Imust every opportunity o make the Justicu-
of the measure clear to his mind , mm he wAl-
at least understand the Dill before ho acts
upon it. "

MONEV FOR MII.1TVIIY m'H.TllN'OS.
Congress last session , through nn amend-

ment
¬

put upon the sundry civil appropriation
bill , iiuulc an appropriation of ? : iu,000 for tlio
completion of the buildings at Port Koblnson ,

anil ;i like amount for Fort Niobium. Sen-
ator

¬

Paddock , u few days since received n-

a letter from Fort Uobmson , informing him
that the ofll"cr in command at that post had
been nntillcd that 20.000 of tins special ap-
propriation

¬

had been diverted to some other
use. Tlio senator immedmtol.v introduced an
amendment to the sundry civil appropriation
bill , now pending , for a new appropriation of
$: !0,00i ) for Fort Robinson , which was re-
lerred

-
to the committee or. military affairs.

Senators Mnndcrson and Paddock had an
interview with tlio quartermaster
general , anil learn from him that
the special appropriation of last year had
been withhold because the phrase "comple-
tion

¬

of the work of constructing the build-
ing

¬

, " was used , instead of "continuing" the
work , u phraseology adopted by the commit-
tee

¬

itself , whicli under n ruling of the second
auditor of the treasury did not any
disbursement except to comuleto certain
work , which was only a part of the plan of
improvement at Fort Hobinson , approved by
the secretary of war , upon which the esti-
mates

¬

made by him were based. A very line
spun technicality , but sulllulent to prevent
the prosecution of the required work. Sen-
ator

¬

Manderaon , immediately upon his re-
turn

¬

to the senate , presented the subject
to the committee on military affairs ,
of which lie is a member, and secured
authoiity to report at onto Mr. Paddock's
amendment and also another amendment of
his own of u similar character for Fort Nio-
hraru

-
, which was left in the same boat ns

Fort Kobinson by the ruling of the auditor.-
Hoth

.

amendments will undoubtedly bo
adopted by the committee on appropriations
mid undoubtedly they will bo accepted by
the house of representatives.

Till : IIAIMVAY HEIIVICCS.
Senator Paddock to-day Introduced a bill

exempting the railway service from the civil
service law. It will likely bo passed There
is almost universaltondcmnation of the ex-
tension

¬

of ths civil service laws over the
railway mall service. Penny S. He mi-

.FOU

.

WAN.

Proposed Increase in Fortification
mid Naval Appropriations.WA-

SHINGTON1
.

, Fob. 8. The fortification
and naval appropriation bills were submit-
ted

¬

to the full senate committee on appropria-
tions

¬

to-day by the sub-committees charged
with their examination. The appropriations
in the fortification bill were increased as f ol
lows : Torpedos for harbordefonscs. $20J,030 ;

machine guns of American manufacture ,

20,000 ; caissons and battery wagons , 13-

274
, -

; for conducting annual heavy artillery
practice , $20000. A provision was in-

serted
¬

that all moneys shall be disbursed
by thojboard of ordnance and fortifications
created last year , and it is made imperative
on the board to buy only Americanmade-
material. . The steel forgings and pun carriage
appropriations amount to nearly 300000.

Heavy additions were made to the naval
bill. The construction of two steel gunboats
or cruisers is provided for to bo of from
600 to 1,200 tons displacement , and to cost
not more than $700,000 ; also one steel cruiser
of 3,0)0( ) tons displacement , to cost $700,000-
.An

.

appropriation is also made for ono ram
for harbor defense in accordance with the
plans prepared by the naval advisory board
of 1SS1. In order that thcso vessels may bo
speedily built , tlio appropriation for steel
machinery is increased by $1,500,000 , and
that for armament Sl.-lOO.OOO. The now ves-
sels

¬

are to bo lighted by electricity , and fCO-

000
, -

is appropriated for that purpose.
-

K STOCK KATES.-

Tlio

.

Weighing System Ordered Dis-
continued

¬

in Kansas.C-

niCAOo
.

, Feb. 8. [Special Telegram to-

Tun Hii.1 The now method of charging
for live stock by the hundred pounds Instead
of for car loads , Inaugurated by the western
roads January 1 , 1ms proved an expensive
experiment. The action of the Kansas rail-
road

¬

commission , ordering the roads in that
state to charge by the car load us formerly ,

will compel the abandonment of the scheme.-
A

.

meeting of manugcis will bo hold hero
Tuesday to sco how they can save at least a
portion of their plan. Meantime orders wore
issued last evening to agents Unit rates ut nil
Kansas points must bo made in accord with
the commissions ruling. While this docs
not compel roads to stop weighing at Kansas
City and other points cast of the Missouri
river , yet the fact that the Missouri Pnclilu
and St. Louis & San Francisco roads run
from Kansas points to St. Louis south of
Kansas City , and consequently cannot have
their cattle weighed ut Kansas City , necessi-
tates the discontinuance of the new scheme
us far cast ns St. Louis. An effort will ho-
inaiic , however , to continue It east of St.
Louis and between Oma.ha and Chicago ,

Tlio Local Inspection Mat lor ,
CHICAGO , Feb. 8. Hiram McChosnoy and

13. S. Wilson , members of the state board of
live stock commissioners , who were in town
:o-dny , were interviewed to-day concerning
the local Inspection bills that have been In-

troduced
¬

In the various legislatures now in-

session. . They say that nt a meeting of the
board hold In Springfield yesterday the reso-
lutions were discussed at length. Whlln no
action was taken , the commissioners dccluro.-
hut. It was the sentiment oi the board

that if any local inspection bill should pass
irovlillnc that no meat should ho Hold until
.lio animal from which it was taken shall
irst have been Inspected alive within the

stuto enacting the law, that rejected cnttlo-
rrom such state will bo shipped to Chicago ,

ns no provision Is mudo for killing rejected
animals in any of the pending bills ; and if
such should bo the case , Illinois will take
sued steps either quarantineor inspection
at the btato line as will protect this state'

President.
NEW YOIIK , Feb. S. Minister Preston re-

ceived a dispatch from the Haytien legation
.his morning, saying that the Hritlsh and
French governments have officially rccog-
ilzed

-

General Legitlmo ns president of the
loytlen republic. The minister says that

the announcement will greatly assist In re-
storing

¬

order in Ilayti.

KUCKKK siiAPs AN nniroit.-
An

.

AtTalr Which IN Iilnble to Lend to
Serious Trouble.D-

KNVEP
.

, Colo. , Feb. S. [ Special Telegram
to Tun line. ] The greatest-local sensation
this city has had for many months occurred
early this morning , and whleli but for the
prompt Interference of friends would liavo
probably resulted seriously. At 1 !!0 this
morning Colonel John -Arkins , manngor of
the News ; Senator-elect Woleott and Chief
of Pollco Hrndy were stntullni: nt the bar in-

Jones' saloon , on C'ttrtts street , when Judge
Uucker entered , and , walking without n
word up to Mr. Arkins , struck him In the
face with the p.um of his hand.
For n moment Mr. Arkins seemed to bo
stricken dumb with amazement , and while
he was recovering himself Judge Huokor
backed off and put tits hand on his revolver.-

At
.

this point Chief Hnuly felt called upon
to arrest Judge Hacker , and after disarming
him marched his distinguished prisoner over
to the patrol box ut the corner of Sixteenth
nudUurtis streets , nna called the patrol
wagon. Judge Uueker , whoso name has be-
come

-

famous throughout the (country from
his recent tilt with Senator Hluekburn , was
put in the "hurry up" wagon and taken to
the city Jail and locked up on n charge of
carrying concealed weapons mid creating u-

disturbance. . Ho refused any attempt to so-
euro bail and remained In his cell until 3-

o'clock this morning , when ho was released-
.At

.
0 o'clock ho was brought before a jusilco-

of the pence and lined Sill mid costs on the
two charges.

The little "scrap" this morning grew out
of the once famous Hlnchburn-Huekor duel
imbroglio. While this long-winded atTalr
was in progress John Arkin * made a visit to
New York City. While there ho told n le-
porter that Judge Kuckeiwouldn't light ;
that ho was not of lighting slock , or words to
that effect. To this Judge Kucker replied
that Arkins was neither a gentleman , n
scholar , norn democrat , and ho publicly said
at that time that he would settle with ArKins
when ho was through with Hlaokburn. It is
thought that further trouble will result over
tlio affair-

.IiK

.

OAKOX'S KX.AMINATION.

lie Was n Spy Tor Threo. Year * Tor-
Nothing. .

LOON , Feb. S. The crossexamination-
of Lo Citron was continued before the Par-
neil commission to-day. The court room was
overcrowded. 1'arnell was not present. Lo-

Caron said that during the last fortnight ho
had cot documents relating to the case from
Anderson , an olllcial of the homo office , whe-
at his private resilience allowed
witness to sco the whole of the
latt IT'S correspondence with the home ollice.
During the first three years ol Ills services
as spy ho teci'lvcil no payment from tlio-
government. . At present ho was receiving
only part of his pay. Witlings said he prac-
ticed

¬

medicine , kept n drug store and had be-
come rich. Ho hud held a high mllittry-
olllco in the brotherhood but never an exec-
utive

¬

ofllee. Hnuly of Philadelphia was now
at the head of thu executive ofllee.

Sir Charles Kussoll asked that that the let-
ters

¬

to the government bo produced. .

The witness asked : "Do you wish to risk
men's lives I"

Sir Charles replied : "Tho judges will see-
the letters llrst and they will decide whether
the names .shall be published. "

Tno witness said that on thu occas-
ion

¬

of Parnoll's only public visit to
America , in 1830 , the demonstrations were
exclusively in the hands of the revolutionary
party. Members of congress were connected
with the revolutionary party.-

"Would
.

it bo correct to say that Parnell's
reception showed that he had the sympathy
ot Americans as well as the Irish ! " asked
Sir Charles Hussell-

."It
.

would , " responded the witness.
Sir Charles asked to bo permitted to in-

spect
¬

the documents sent by the witness
under cover.

Sir Henry James and Mr. Ucid , in the in-

terests
¬

of third par ics , opposed the applicat-
ion.

¬

.

The court decided that Sir Charles Kus-
scll

-
, for Parnellites , and Sir Henry James ,

for thu Times , should consult together as to
which documents might bo inspected-

.Don't

.

Know lie Caron.
LONDON , Fob. 8. Sexton , lord mayor of

Dublin , telegraphs : "i have no memory of
over meeting Le Caron. His story connect-
ing

¬

me witli JJrcnnnn's departure is an abso-
lute

¬

fabrication. "

1)1 UCHM ANN'S DKIMIiCATlON-
Cause. } u Stainpcdu Among St. Louis

CnnimlHsioii lllcn ,

ST. Louis , Mo. , Feb. S. The flight of
Henry Dleckmaiin , president of thu Mauntcl-
Uorgis

-

Milling company , to Canada , con-

tinues
¬

to be the chief topic of conversation
in commercial circles. The amount of his
defalcation is estimated at from 50,100 up-

wards , but the exact figures are
not obtainable. The heaviest loser
will bo his mother-in-law , Mrs. Meyers ,

of whose estate he has been trustee for sev-
eral

¬

yearn. For the past three years Dieck-
nmiin

-

has been a familiar figure nt the Mer-
chants'

¬

Exchange , and has gained the repu-
tation

¬

of a bold speculator. The attachment
suit against him by Mrs. Meyers was tlio-
llrst intimation of anything wrong in his
finances. As soon as this was known there
was n general stampede among the commis-
sion men to sec whether or not Dicckmann
was their debtor. It was found that his
transactions had been much larger than sup-
posed , and that ho had dealings with neatly
every firm on the board , ns well as with
some Chicago houses. It is now bcliovcu
that his icason for so widely distributing his
orders was to conceal the extent of his deal'I-
ngs. . An examination of the books of thu-
dillcront firms discloses the fact that on thu
whole he has been a most unfortunate specu-
lator

¬

, his good investments being invariably
followed by bad onus. Scarcely n single ac-
count show.- , him to bo anything nut a loser-
.Dicckmann

.

leaves an Invalid wife and throe
children , thu eldest but seven years of age-

.Mnl.loy

.

on Trial For Perjury.
LONDON , Feb. S.Patrick Mnlloy was

charged nt the How street police court
to-day with committing perjury in his testi-
mony

¬

before tha Parnoll commission.
Charles Matthews is counsel for the Times ,

The prosecutor stated that Molloy had
tricked tno Dublin solicitor for the Times by
revelations concerning the Fenian brother-
hood

¬

and Iiivlnclblcs. Molloy afterwards
denied before thu commission that ho was
citliec a Fenian or Invincible , The prosecu-
tion

¬

ascertained that Molloy had bacn
both , and they had ovldciico to prove
perjury. Patrick Delaney , who was
sentenced to death for complicity In thu-
Phamix nark murder , his suntonco lifter-
ward being commuted to Ufa imprisonment ,

testified that Molloy was an Invincible , Ho
also connected Molloy with the party formed
In IbSU to murder Chief Socrctar.v Foraler.-
Molloy

.

also assisted in the plot to murder
Justice Lnwson , Crown Solicitor Anderson ,

and twelve Dublin Jurymen , who K.IVO a
verdict of guilty against the Foman Frank
Hynes ,

Uniform Freight CliiHHlllciilinn.
CHICAGO , Feb. 8. The committee ap-

pointed to arrange a uniform freight classifi-
cation for use by nil railroads in the United
States completed to-day the rules that are to
govern tlio proposed system. The moro diff-
icult

¬

task of grouping all articles In a manner
that will bo satisfactory to every section i o-
mains to bo performed , and several months
will bo requjrcd to complete it-

.A

.

Runaway Kntality.S-

T.
.

. Louis , Feb. 8. This afternoon n flro
engine going to a flro frightened n horse-
hltch6d to a wagon , nnd Mr. Ward , the
owner, was thrown from the wagon nnd
probably fatally Injured. Maggie Hrown ,
aged six years , was run over und Instantly
killed. Charles Hallls and MUs AnnloMc-
Glnnls

-

were run over and seriously Injured.

THE BILLINGS MURDER GAS ?

It Oomoa Up Before tlio Iowa Su-

preme
-

Court.

RAILROAD MEN IN CONFERENCE ,

The Commissioners Asked to Hcvlso-
thn Schedule NIIW In Force A

Victory That Gives Little
SnllNlnotlon-

.llln

.

IJ.IBI ( "banco.-
Dr.s

.
MOIMS , la. , Feb. K [ Special Telo

grain to 'lilt Hnr. . 1Tho eolobruted Hillings
murder easeis now before the supreme
court. Hillings , who was convicted of the
murder of Klngslcy , nt Wnvorly , nnd sen-
tenced

¬

to the penitentiary for life , Is hero in
prison to plead his own casn Com now trial.
Helms not been heard yet- . His attorney
opened thu anrumcnt in his behalf this after ¬

noon. It la iiosslblo that Hillings may speak
to-morrow , though his case Is well prosecuted
by his attorney. Hillhms' appearance has
been changed somewhat by his Imprison-
ment

¬

, His face has been shaved , though hlg
hair allowed to prow , and iv htranirer would
take him for sumo country preacher , Instead
of a murderer sentenced to prison for life.-
Hu

.
tnkcs his meals nt a hotel In charge of n

warden of the penitentiary , ami spends his
nights in the county jail. Hu seems to feel
confident that hu will get u new trial.

They Are Sorry They Won.-
UKS

.
Moixn-s la. , Feb. S. [Spodul Tele-

gram
-

to Tin : Hri : . ] The supreme court to-

day
¬

decided a case Involving the validity of
paving contracts in this city , which is of
very serious Import. It is Incidentally re-

markable
¬

for the fact that while nominally a
victory for the petitioners , it denies what
they wanted and grants whut they didn't-
want. . They appealed to the court to restrain
the city from levying nn old two-mill tax for
intersections of paving and other purposes ,
when , by n now law , tlio cost of Intersections
is charged direct to the property owners.
The supreme court holds that the
two-mill levy is all right , bub
that the whole paving Is illegal
on a technicality , namely , that when adver-
tising

¬

for bid ? for paving the city council did
not specify which particular kind of paving
would bo used. So It ovci throws and de-
clares

¬

void all the assessments for nil the
Having done in Uea Moines in 1SSD , 1SS7 and
IsSS , Including several miles of paving vnlued-
at hundiedsul thousands of dollars. Under
this ruling not only those who huvo not yet
paid for their paving are exempt , but those
who have jmid without u waiver can brine
suit to recover what they paid , or have the
paving taken up. Public indignation runs
high against the court for using n technical-
ity

¬

of that kind to cause so much trouble.

They W n lit the Hates Itevlsed.-
Or.s

.
MOINKX , In. , Feb. 8. ( Special Tola-

gram to Tin : Hri : . ] Tlio railroad commis-
sioners'

¬

oftlco is now the mecca for the lead-
ing

¬

railroad men of the west. President
Marvin Hugliitt , General Freight Agent
McCullouph , General Counsel Gaudy , of the
Chicago Si Northwestern , and President
Fish , General Manager Jeffreys and Tralllo
Manager Tuciier , of thu Illinois Central , met
there this afternoon for a private confer-
ence

¬

with the commissioners. They stated
that they weio willing to put the commis-
sioners'

¬

rates in force , but they boliuved
they are too low , and hoped for a .revision
and a raising. When the commissioners put-
out their schedule of November 0 , they
adopted the western classification in
place of the Illinois , nnd thought that by so
doing they were giving the roads an advant-
age

¬

of about ir par cent raise. Hut actual
demonstration has shown that the difference
between the two forms of classification
really amounts to not more than - pur cent.
The roads nro now asking for u revision that
will raise the rates moro than that , and the
commissioners intimate that they may glvo-
it. . Meantime the roads will enforce the
schedule of June US , substituting the western
for the Illinois classification. '1 ho confer-
ence

¬

lusted for some time nnd the commis-
sioners

¬

took the matter under advisement
without reaching any decision.

The lirown Trial.
MASON CITV , la. , Feb. 8. [Special Tele-

gram
¬

to Tim UEE. I A sigh of relief goes
up from the community uttho announcement
that the famous Hrown trial has almost
reached a conclusion , whether the vernUa of
the Jury will accord with the public s'ent-
imcntornot.

-

. The unfortunate woman has
passed through u terrible ordeal , but through
it nil she has remained calm and cnol. Upon
thmcsult sentiment Is much divided , but a
great many am of the opinion that she is
guilty of committing the crime , but that the
evidence has nut had sufficient cvidcnco to
provo it. Lawyers Mnrkley and Welch have
occupied the entire day in their pleas , nnd-
tomorrow John Cliggitt closes lor the de-
fense

¬

nnd will be followed by J. J. Clark for
thu state , The casn must go to the Jury to-

morrow
¬

, as he opens court in Uremer county
on Monday.

A lUnnfnc'H Deed.
MOUNT PUASINT , la. , Feb. 8. [Special

Telegram to Tun HiiJ: : A German by the
name of Ferdinand Hover , who 1ms for some-
time been suspected of being insane , luft the
house u few evenings ago and did not return.
Some tiino in the night Mis. Hoyor thought
she heard her husband call , and at the same
tlmo shu discovered the house to bo-
on lire. She alarmed the family , and
Charles , the oldest boy , opened the
door , and , discovering the barn on
lire , ho ran to thu barn In his night clothes.
Dunking he might save the horses , but fouml
the horses had been taken out and tied to
some trees near by. Nearly everything lu
both houses and the barn was burned , leav-
ing

¬

the family destitute. A Hcarcli was made ,
and Huyer was found hanging to n trco.

The Hupi-ninn Gnirt.-
DCS

.

MOINHS , la , Fob. 8. fSpecial Tele-
jram

-
to Tin : Hiu.: ] The supreme court filed

but two opinions to-day. In the first , that of-

J , M. Coggeshall and others , appellants ,

against thn city of DCS Mollies , thu Judgment
of the lower court Is affirmed as to the levy
of a 3 mill tax to pay intersection bonds , nnd
reversed as to special assessments against
real estate for paving. In the second , Mary
Gilbcrtson vs. Nels Gllburtson , Kmmott
district , the lower court is ulllrmed. The
oral argument In tno Kennedy murder niso ,
from Diibuquc , occupied the forenoon session
of the court.

A Postnllluo HoblKid.-
MAKIN

.

Cm , In. , Feb. 8. [ Special Tolo-
ijnim

-

to Tin: Ur.iTlio: ] pofttofllco at Portl-
and

¬

was last n'ght' and quite n
sum of mony( stolen. 'I ho thieves effected
nn entrance through the flour under the
ollice , A private dwelling was also pillaged.-

A

.

Ijtindnn Tlicntio Klre.
LONDON , Fob. 8. 'J ho T outre Aldcrshot

was burned to the ground to-night. Tlio-
riorformaneo was in progress when the lira
jroko out , and the nudicnco bncame panic-
stilckcn

-
, and u ma'l rush for the doors en-

sued
¬

, In the struggle mnny persons were
trampled upon and Injured , and them wore a
number of narrow escapes from death-

.Perfnrntod

.

the Celestial ? .
HIUNA: : , Mont. , Fob. 8. On Wednesday

night , ut Phlllipsburg , Deputy Sheriffs Opp-
nnd Fleldglll raided the store of Him Leo ,

which was used by the Chinese as nn opium
omt. The Chlnoso ascertained that no war-

rant
¬

had been issued nnd attacked the dep ¬

uty sheriffs with knives , They fired Into
:ho crowd. Tom Plo was killed nnd Him
Leo and At Leo uenoubly wounded. .


