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THE RAILROADERS COLUMY.

Intoresting Notem and Jottings
Among tha Railroads,

JUSTICE TO ENGINEER JUDAH-

The Orlginal Prajector of the Contral
Facific—The [Checking System—
Big Damages--Train Lighting
Schoul for Conductors,

Justioe to Engineer Judah,

A correspondent 1o the New Y ork
World writes as follows: Soelng in the
obitunry notice of the lnts Charles
Crocker, *the Pacitie railrond magnate
and millionaire of California,’” this sen-
tencoe: “‘Once nman namoed Judah un-
folded to o little knot of eronies assem-
bled there (Sacrnmento) a plan for
building an iron highway from the Pu-
cifie to the Atlantic const,” the time has
comae when iv seems in order to sy
somaevhing for the veputation and mem-
ory of Theodore D. Judah, the original
practical projector of the Central Pa-
cific raflroad of Colifornia. And we
insist that be ought to come in for the
lion's share of thunks nnd recognition
of the great work to which he gave his

life. 1t was easy enough to build the
rond after the necessary  capital
had been secured from the coun-
tios, stato and congress.  Anybody

could have done the job then, beeanse
no skill or energy or businvss talent
was required to do n work whose real
cost wos under 220,000,000, with n capi-
tol amounting to $24 86,000 in United
States bonds, 322400000 in United States
lands nt #2.50 per acre; besides over
£2.000,000 preccived from the state of
Califorpia and the countios of Suan Fran-
ciseo, Suernmento and Placer. Tn all
they had #9.280,000 given or loaned
them to do o work that could have been
boetter done  with  S830,000,000, Judah
wis o man who mainly set tha ma
chinery in motion whereby these gifts
louns and credits wore secured.  The
guecoss of the Preific eailrond come not
from the formation of the compnny, but
Mroin Lhe soul of Judah, who elimbed to
e summit of the mountains and from
Hliis lofty standpoint promised to draw
the cars over the coute which he had
csurveyed. This was proof that as the
sy was nbova the sen and sonl nbhove
both so things outward came from in-
ward spirits.

1t is o muatter of fact that the Contreal
Pacilie railvond of Californin did not
erente T, D Judlah —rather he ereated
it. Young man as he was il the time of
his death, bhe wont to Califoroins in 153564
with an establishad reputation osn rail-
roud enginecr, and for that reason he
wias seleeted o go to Californin to build
the Hrest railropd  west of the Rocky
mountainsg, viz,, the sacramaento Valley
radlrond,  Acgepting the position and
going thero from the faet that he be-
lievad in a continentnl railrond, nnd
this step would plaes him in the front
rank us the pionecr eaileond engineerp
of the Pacitic copst, and rom which he
could study out the problem of the Pa-
eifie railvond seross the Siereas and the
continent,  ‘Phero are abundant fuets 1o

wrove his labors in that direction from
Iint time on, and Lis work in Washing-
ton yenreafter yearuntil he obtained the
franchise. - JUSTICE,
The Cheoking System.,

Enginecring Nows:  The radieal diff-
erence between the Fnglish metbod
oand our system of checking” s that
our railway companies carly recognized
this very carclesspess and obtussness™
in the traveling publie, and wisely con-
cluded that it was  best to assume the
responsibility themsolves for the sufe
delivery of baggnge at soma destina-
tion conforming with the traveler's
ticket. The company is not only thus
saved much annoyance, but the pussen-
ger 18 also greatly benefitted in the
avoidance of any personal supervision
over luggagre in even complicated tran-
sit, after he has once properly put it
into the transporting company's care.
The straying of baggage doesoccur
with us at times; but it is comparatively
rare undoer the system in general use.
One feature that the article in our
London contemporary does not touch
upon inthis connection isthe fact thatnt
railway termini in that country each
passenger cluims his own baggoge, and
gota i, without any check upon real
ownership as far nas the rmlrond com-
ga.n‘]ln concerned. 'The writer of this

as had his own trunk houled out of a
luggage-van by a London cabman, and
was on his way out of the station within
three minutes after the stopping of the
train. It was very convenient; no de-
Jay; but, for all the railway officials
knew or seemed to care, the trunk of
some unlucky traveler might just as
easily have been securéd. Under this
Joose system much baggoage wmust an-
nually go astray or be totally lost to its
owner, as the seisure may be charged to

‘stupidity or dishonesty. English
thieves are hardly *‘obtuse” enough to
lose ae good opportunity of this kind.
T'he fact is, that while we can undoubt-
edly learn some things from English
vailway methods, England would im-
- pose loss work upon its lost luggage do-
yrlmenl by ndopting in some form the

merican system of baggage-cheoking.
On the continent thore is a lame ut-
tempt at some such system, in many
sections, but it too is susceptihle of vast
fmprovement in a similar manner,

£4,000 Damages,

The Burlington and Missouri railroad
company have scttlod with Mrs, Charles
Heowitt by paying her $4,000 on account
of her husband being killed in the
Almn, Neb,, wreck of lust April.

Train Lighting.

A tost of the Fgan primary battery
and its application to the lighting of
passengaor conches wns mude recently,
says thoe Railroad Gazette, in Columbus,
0., on the Columbus, Hocking Valley &
Toledo. A conch with the buttery sus-

nded underneath was nttuched to a

rain, and a trip made to Logan and re-

turn. During the entire trip o satisfnoe-
tory light was given. For a time four20-
candle power incandescent lamps wera
used,illuminating all parts of the conch.
Later, two 80-candle lamps were substi-
tuted. Probably the most pleasing ex-
periment was with a single &0-caudle

mp. This illumivated the ear move
‘satisfactorily than any twoordinary coal
oil lamps.

Bchools For Conductors.

Philadelphia Record: “You would
peveor have got Frank Downing’s di-
ploma if be had heard you say that,”

a Peonsylvania railrond conductor
%0 & fellow ticket puncher as they were
arguing on the question of how mnny
ots must be punched for & horse and
garringe car.

“Who s Frank Downing, and what
kind of a diploma does he give?’ asked
o reporter who bad overheard the re-

for ignorance.

*Don’ you know Frank C. Downing?
‘Why, he’sthe conductor’s schoolmaster,
who teaches the young idea, embodied
in a brakeman or baggage-master, how
to Pune‘h.“‘

“Does a conductor have to go to a
sohool for his train edueation?” uno-

ntly asked the newspuper man.

I always thought thai o real
was for the place—called

the work, as they say in the miu-
‘.Enl you, 20,"” ejaculated the rail-
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ronder. **Conduectors are evolved, and
from protty poor stull sometimes. Al
of us served an apprenticeship, fivst as
hrakeman and then as baggage-master,
before we were allowed to run @ train.

“You seo,” he continued, ‘it takes
considerablo experience even to open a
car door with o professional air and get
the nume of the next station distinetiy,
and 10 be perfect in handling the mulii-
tudinous and nondeseript packages that
are rolled or tossed into a car takes con-
tinuous practice. After we hive mis-
tered these minor details and booked
up on the road service we are examinod
by a rond official, and in my case it hap-
pened to be Mr. A. W. Moss, who asks
you all about railway signals, train sig-
nals, what to do in case of wrecks ana
minor accidents, »nd so forth, and I tell
you it’s a terrible siege.

“Wall, if wo are successful in answer-
ing these questions we are considered
pretiy gomll trainmen and fit to go to
school. But before facing the terrible
pedagogue we are examined for color
blindness, range of vision, snd all de-
fects of the eyes.

“Were you ever down at the com-
pany’s office on Fourth street?” asked
the conductor. *You have been, ehl
Well, did you ever go up to the [ifth
floor? It is so high that the elevator
tires belore reaching it and stops on the
floor below. Up in that eyrie, whero
the sun’s rays never ceaso to beat, and
where the city zophyrs laden with the
perfumes of a hundred factories, flout in
the windows all day, the trembling ap-
plicants for a conductors position are
compoelied to undergo o course of sprouts
to fit thew for hundling a punch,  First
they are quizzed about the rule
of three to see if they are mathe-
matically capable of making u‘[: & train
report, . Then for threo long days—and
they wero the longest days [ have ever
experienced—the men are initinted into
the mysieries of loeal wond  foreign
tickets; single trip, excursion and spuc-
inl excursion tickets; monthly, quarterly
and family tiekets; summer excursion
tickets, some of which are a yord long
and which enumerate half a hundrod
destinations; special  train  tickets;
duplex slips, nll manner of passes, and
imlliscribahh- train secrets. Then the
general locition of all the linesincluded
within the system are drilled into their
already bewildered noddles, and to wind
up the torturing siege, 8 speeinl exami-
nntion of two hours is given each appli-
cant to see how much of the massof stufl
he remembers. I ull is satisfactory the
applicants are placed on the lisk for
promotion in the order of their service,
or sometimes in accordance to favorit-
ism, and allowed to wield the punch
when the cccasion occurs,

“I'1 never forgot an answer made by
a Jersay bagenge master of the corn-
stall order when the examiner asked
him how muuny tickets would be ro-
quired to ride on the Limited by a man,
his wifennd one set of twins, occupying
three berths. *Why,! said the sand-
skipper, 'aulquhuu’ one of the twins
wore five and the other six years old'—
He didn't get any further, The room
was in an uproar, and Auditor Gilling-
ham came rushing into the room and
sarcastically asked when the show was
golng to cease,

“1 remember Mr. Downing asking a
class what would be the proper thing to
doin the event of & passenger d{ g
suddenly on a train. Some of them

wanted to pus the body off at thonul“

station, others wanted to telegraph to
the superintendent for orders and
others would notify the coroner of the
county in which the death oocurred, but
the lust man, a Philadelphia, Wilming-
ton & Baltimore trainman, sustched the
rag by saying he would take up his
1le|.'vL and place the body in the ice
cooler to preserve it until the destinn-
tion wans renched. The right thing to
do is to put the body off at a station in
the county where the death occurred.
id you ever hear of the New York
division man who nsked the cxaminer
if the baby elephant could travel on o
half ticket until it was twelve yoars old?
No? Well, he was only equalled by n
through conductor who thought that
dressed beel rates ought to apply to the
rates on passenger tickets.”

Conauctors and Porters.

Special ngents go every weelk or two
on each tenin that runs with the Pull-
man Palace car company’s cars, They
aro the company’s check on the condue-
tors and Portm'u. The specinl agents
are sent from the company’s hendgunr-
ters and ave known only there. 'i‘hny
correspond to the spotters of street cav
companies, though they are better pmd
and have a more pleasant time of it, us
they have nothing to do but to travel
around, watch what is going on, and re-
port it.

A speecial form is printad by the com-
pany for the use of these agonts, A
copy of it eame into the hands of a
New York Sun reporter. It is form 100
of the company’s blunks, and & numbey
of things are to be filled in, These
items include the line, the car, the con-
ductor’s name, the porter’s name, from
where to whoere, the time of departuro,
the timeof arvival, and the route, the
number of the speeinl agent’s ticket,the
office he bought it at, the vost, and the
number of his eheck, These ware re-
quired as a check on him and his ex-
penses,

After this prelude he isto tell the
condition of the ventilation of the ey,
whether the hand railings ave wiped,
the platforms swept and the stopping
box put out ot important stations, The
agent must obserfe whether the portor
uses the stepping blocksand wears his
jucket in making bevths and in putting
them up again, and whether the con-
ductor assists the porter when the pus-
songers are in a hurry to go to bed,
The technical expression of the report
is: **If Conductor assists Porter in
making up and down berths when pas-
sengoers are in a hurey to retive,”  Con-
ductor and Porter in the report are
spelled  with  capital  letters ns
bocomes men of importance,
The agent is to wintah if
goiled linen is exposed unnecessarily,
and if the conductor or porter drink,
play cards, smoke, or take naps when
they ought to be awake. If the con-
ductor or porter pay visits to other curs
or lonve their own car for & moment,
the special agent is to report them.
They are also to be reported if they are
unduly familisr., The porter isto be re-
ported if he does not ocuutyl{msuiou
commanding a view of the berths while
he blacks his shoes, and the conductor
is to be reported if he allows train em-
ployes to remain in the body of the car.
Trainmen must stay in the ends of the

car.
One side of the folded report is to tell
these things. On the other side is a

blank for & detailed statement of every | tic

bert h in the car, both upper and lower.
The berths oceupied by the conductor
and porter are to be marked specinlly.
The occupant of ench berth IH to he
given and the distance he twravels., At
the foot is a marking space for the man-
ner and eflleiency of the conductor and
the parter. When the
out it is turned in at the company's of-
fice. [t is not likely that the special
agent can get much sleep if the train
makes muany stops. He would have to
be witching the passengers to see who
got on and off,

Farly Days of Railroading.

Seribner’'s Magazine for September:
When wa picture the surroundings of
the traveler upon railways during the
first ten or filteen years of their exist-
ence, we find his journey was not one to
be envied. He was jammed into a nar-
row seat with o stiff  back, the deck of
the car was low and flat, and ventila-
tion in winter impossible. . . . o
springs of the car were hard, the jolt-
ing intolorable, the windows rattled
like those of the modern omnibus, and
converastron was a luxury that could be
indulged in only by those of rocognized
superiority in lung power,  The brakes
were clumsy and of little service. The
ends of the flat bar rails were cut diag-
onnlly, so that when luid down they
would lap and form a smoother joint.
Oceasionally they became sprung: the
spikes would not hold, and the end of
rail with its sharp point rose high
enough for the wheol to run under it,
rip it loose and  send the pointed oud
through the floor of the ear, This wus
calledn “snnke’s head,” and tho unlucky
being sitting overit was likely to be im-
peled against the roof. So that the tray-
eler of that day, in addition to hisother
miseries, was in momentury apprehen-
sion of being spitted like n Christimis
turkey.

Notes,
There is an enorrons demand for ties
from all the raileénds on the coast, snys
n Culifornin offleinl of the southern 'a-
eific, and. in fact. ‘all over the country.
The woods are full of the tlomakers,and
the saw millsin thetie-making districts
are very busy. Whaes have gono up,
and ties haye gone wp, the vuling figure
now being 40 cents aipiccee for good red-
wood ties. Our ‘eolmpany cannot get
them fast cnough today its new track,
letting alone the immediste necessities
in the way of ropMira and renewal, T'he
searcity of this clasd of materinl has
kept us behind in tlie oponing of even
our shortest braneh lines.  The ques-
tion of the supply 18 getting to be a very
serious onae with thé railronds of this
country.
The oldest reailroad oMcial

in the

world lives at Norfolk, Conn,, namely, |
| With thisinstrumont, which served the
| purpose of o divining rod,

Colonel George L. Perkins, tronsurer of
the Norwich & Woreester Railroad com-
pany, and his many porsonal friends
colahrated his 100th bivthday on the 5Hth
of August.
road man ha served with in 1512-15,
every business nssoolate in the first lifty
yenrs of his life, and every presidentinl
candidate he ever voted for except
Hayes snd Blaine, yet the wife of his
youth is still with him, in fairly good
health,and they celebrated their golden
wodding 1n 1569,

Union Pacifle surveyors are now run-
ning a line between the southern termi-
pus of the Utah Central and the Atlan-
& Pacific. = The construction of

blank is filled |

about three hundred miles of road will
bo necessary to conneot with the Atlan-
tic & Paoifie, and the new Hne would
penetrate a rich mineral region with
extensive deposits of coal., Oversuch
aline as has been proposed the Union
Pacific could carry its [reight th south-
ern Californin points with asaving of
severnl hundreed miles in daistance. The
diversion of Union Pacifie business
from its present channels, which would
follow the building of the new rond,
would be a matter of importance to the
Californin Southern and other lines,
Some of the friends of the Southern
Pacilic company, when asked their
opinion as to the alleged Tnion Pacitic
schemes, said, for reasons apparent,
that the line proposod would not pay
expenses, and that when it is built the
Union Psecifie will find itsell with just
#s much loss on account of the Utah
Central as it does now.

Hundreds of new cars have been pur-
chased in recents months by the Nort-
ern Pacilie, and orders for about oighty
locomotives are said to be now unfilled,
Some $2,000,000 of the third mortgage
bouds sold were usod for the acquisition
of equipment, Mre, Colgate Hoyt swys:
I am president of this new equipment
compuany which was organized about
two months ago. Our corporation 1s

known us the Northwestern Fquipment
company, and a number of Northern
Pacttie people are prominently inter-
ested in it. In faet, it can be said that
it wis organized with the spacial pues-
pose of supplying the Northern Pacilic
compuny with the equipment which it
needs.” President Haorvis suys that the
compuny has already  delivered about
1,0 ears.  Itis hinted by those sup-
posed to be close o Divector Wright,
that the interest of J. D, Rockafellop,
of the Standard OIl compuny, in the
new equipment enterprise is the con-
trolling one.
e
Digging for Buried Treasure.
Macon Telegraph: It seems that some
mnan in Macon had a peculiar dream,
which woreled him so much that he de-
ciaed to have it interpreted, if such a
thing were possible.  In somg acciden-
tul wiy he heard a negro living in
Montgomery, Aln., who could intorprat
wizzling drenms, and he was sent for,
lt is not known whether he gave the
dreamer any sutisfactisn, but it is cer-
tuin that o few days ago he turned up

{on the place of Mr. John Stokas, n well-

known faemer of Twicgs, and held long
and privete conversation with bhim. The
negro possessed o certadn dustrument,
which somewhat reseimlied o small can-
dlestick 1o appearance.  he bise is
silver dollnr, to which is . usched & sil-

He has outlived every rail- |

ver rod, on the toy of «hich gpins a
large neodle, suggestiag o compiss.
he proposed
to Me. Stokes to loeale w spol on his
lund where #75,000 in  gold  was
buried by tho famous tohin A, Mopreill
yours nnd years sgo. He ‘ill'n[hhl:\l
that o purty of men be formed to dig
for the trensure, he wo recoive 85,000 for
his shave, the three other negrocs who
woers to assist in digging $1,000 each and
Mr. Stokes to have the rest. The agree-
ment was duly drawn up in weiting snd
the three nogroes engaged In the work
were Dick Stevens, Smith Calhoun and
Burrell Wall, The men to begin at
once,

On the edge of Mr. Suwke's field, at

Hardy Solomon place) the needle of the
lnstrument, hevetofors passive, now be-
gan to swing around and point in u cor-
tain direction. A stake was driven
down s indicated.  Another point was
mude and another stake was deiven,nnd
80 on until a square of ten foct was
staked off, The instrument placed 1n
the conter of these stakes caused the
needle to gpin around slowly.

. The work was to begiu early next day.
I'he negro told Mr. Stokes thut the
nearor they appronched vhe trensure the
faster the necdle would spin, and thus
they could know how deep the treasure
was buried. He also said that when
they began digging the huzzards would
begin  to colleet  in the nenr-
esl  trees, and great quantities
of blowing flies woul make
their appearance. Bright and early
next morning the party went to work.
Tho instrument behnved just as the ne-
gro said it would, and the buzzards and
blowing fes made thelr appearvance, If
My, Stokes and the negrocs had any
doubts ws to the dreeam man's ability to
point out the spot, or that the monoy
wits buriad therve, all such doubts wore
romoved that morning,. The deeper
they went into the ground, the Taster
spun the needle and more lies ap-
peared,

When Mr. Hovring left homa, the
digrars were still at work and had gone
down into the earth some  fifteen  feot,
Mr. Herrving's son who was thora o 1it-
tle Inter, says the neodle is spinning
around like mad, the buzzards wore
povched i peighborving  trees, the
blowing flies are as thick as hops, the
perspiration is pouring in steady riva-
lets, and all goes well with the quiot
workers who secm to foel that they are
within o few foct of dirt of 75,000 in
gold, The crowd of spectators think
thnt at the rate they ave digging, gold
or China will be renchod by night,

-
The Modern Polltioal Boss,

Tt isu'y ns easy to manage n warl enn-
cus us it nsed to be, I remember the
time i this town when Loould go to the
office of a certnin strect compuny and
gt ity or 100 men any time to poelo n
ward eaneus, and hoave had them moany
a time from o man who was not of my
politics. Of course ho wouldn't give
them to me to pack his own ward eancus
unless it happeued that he had somao
work for them to do in a cancos of the
opposita  politics, but thers wins  no
trouble to get the men for a distant
winrd—maoen that would vote "I\""'%" if 1

r

pulled my right eare, and vow “‘no"
il I pulled my left  ear, and
nil the known forees  conldn’t
move or buy ‘em—their ‘situations
wera st stake, I remember once this
same street cir company soeretury—he's

dead now, poor follow—pulled one of his
own men away from the poll window by
an ear, nnd shoved ma into his plaee,
and I voted the straight ticket which
he was lighting. We had only a busi-
acquiintance up to that Wime, you see.
\\'flutl my ballov wans in he caught my
arm and said:  “Wall, there's one move
good demooratie vole anyhow, Come
over and take a drink.” snid: *Na,
that was o straight republican ticket,
without a serateh on it He laughed
and replied: **That's so, | always took
| you for o demodrul. Well, never mind,
, lot’s take u drh‘u anyway, sud we did.

£

the foot of a ridge just back of the’

A GREAT STEAMBOAT RACE.

The Blggeat Contoat Between Boata
Ever EKnown.

THE

RUN ON MISSISSIPPI,

More Than a Million Dollars Sald
to Have Changed Hands on
the Result-Two Contis
nents Intercsted,

The Lee-Natchez Race.

The grontest stonmbont race that wans
over run in the world, saysthe s6 Louis
Globe-Democrent, was that which oe-
curred in June, 1870 from New Orleans
to St. Louis between the Robert 1. Loo
and the Natehes, The latter was built
at Cineinnati, was commandad by Capt.
T. I’. Leathers, and in Juneof the above
year made the fustest time on record
from New Orleans to St. Louis—1,278
miles in three days, twenty-one hours
wnd fifty-ecight minutes. The Robort 1,
Loeo was built at Now Albany during
the wiar and was towed aeross o the
Kentucky side to have hor name pninted
on her wheel houses, o matter that was
deemoed  prudent in those  exciting
titnes,  She was commandoed by Captisin
John W, Canoon, who died at Frank-
fort Ky.. in 1882,

Thoere wis grent rivaley between the
boats, and when the Natchez mide hop
gront van Captain Canoon dotormined
to beat it He steipped the Lee for the
vace—removed all parts of hge upper
works which was likely to eatch tho
wind, removed all rigging and outfiv
that could be dispensed with 1o lighten

hor, engaged the steamer  Franl
Pargond  to  precede her a hun=
drod miles up the river 1o supply
oonl, arvanged with  conl  yurds
to have fuel Hats awaiting hor in
in the middle of the river at given
points, to be tuken in tow under way

until the conl ecould
the deck of the Lee and then be eut
loose and Noat back., He refused all
business of every Kind and would ro
coive no pussengers, The Natehoz re-
turned to Now Orloans and roceived n
fow hundred tons of freight and wis nd-
vortised o leave TorSt, Lovison June 30,

In the afternopn the Robert B, Lee
backed out from the leveo nnd five min-
utes lnter the Nuatehez followed hor.
The whole country  watchod the race
with bronthless intevest, as it hnd been
|‘.'\1"Ii-|'l\'1'l_\' advertised ||.\' tho |i|'--‘~‘-,{l!l!l

be transforred to

teloegraph attondod its progress  along
the river at every point. At all the
principal eities —Nateherz, Viekshureg,
Helena  and  Memphjs—people from
miany miles wepre prosont to seo the

riecrs pass, and the time of passing was
cablod to Europe. When Cuiro was
renchod the race was  victually endod,
but the Lee procesdod to St Louis, ar-
riving there in 4 days 18 hours and 14

minutes from thee  time  she
left Now Orleans, beating
by 3 hours and 44 minutes  tho
wevious record of the Natehez,  Tha

atter stoaaner had  run dnte o fog and
groumled batween Memphis and Cuaivo,
whieh delayed hér more than =ix hours.
Itis said that thirty thousand people
crowdod the wharf, the windows, and
the hovsetops o welcome the Loe on
her arvival ot St Louls,  Captain Can-
non wis tendered o banpguet by the
business men of the eity, and Wils gen-
erally Honizad while he remained hore,

It wos egtimated  thot more than
FLOOOLOO0 ehanged bands on the resalt
of the great vace. Many of the bots
were withdeawn,  however, on the
ground that the Lee had been assisted
the tivst bundred miles of the teip by
the power of the Frank Pargoud addaeid
to her own, and many steamboat men
have ever sinee regarded the Natchez
as the faster boat of the two, but think
she was outgencraled in the raee by the
Lee, There was 50 much adverse com-
ment afterward by the press that there
has been no attempt since to ropost
such a performnnco,

Upon reading the above account, My,
Nenj. Wash is rominded of the fuct that
he was the only person from St. Louis
who came in the Lee, ITe says: T wils
nineteen years old at the time, and wos
employed 1o the Atlas Insnrance com-
puny’s offiee.  Tho race had boen axten-
sivelyv advertised, and of course T im=
bibed considernble of the enthusinsm
which prevailoed in this city, [ deter-
mincd, if it was possible for me to get
away, that I would go down the river
anid coma in on the winning hont, 1
asked for and obtained a short leave of
absonee, and left S Louwis oo the
stenmer Rubicon, July 2, 1870, T left
this bont ot Ciivo nnd bogan w still hunt
for an opportunity to get on the Lee,
which bont was Known to be in the lead
ot the time, Of course I knew the Lee
would not stop, but I learned that
she was to be cowled at Cairo. I
thervefore watehed aoll the tugs in
the harbor, and finally found the
one that was to take the coal barge into
il stream; when the tug was about to
start | nslked permission to get abonrd,
which request wius promptly and em-
phutically refused. I determined, how-
ever, not to be left, and asthe tug
started I jmnp-}d on her stern,  When
the tug captain came aft to make Inst
the stern tow-line he found me and
threntened to throw me overboard, 1y
w denl of conxing, however, ho allowed
mo to remnin aboard. The tug went to
mid strenm, and stavted up the viver
with i full headway, so that the Lea
could lie to the barge without stopping.
The winner was soon  goen coming up
the priver like nn express teiin, oveps
taking us in a short time,  The buvge
was made fast, and s soon ns this was
done 1 jumped abonrd the Lee, and
Lhunting up the coptnin and clerk, told
them who 1 was and my ohe
ject in coming down the viver, offoring
Lo piy my fare bnek to St Louis, ']'llo'y
would not take my money, suying that
my pluck and enthusinsm to go in on
the winning boat should bhe my passport,
Therve were several Iadies on bowrd, nnd
I ean nssure yon we had an onjoyable
time, Next morning, a8 soon as it be-
onma light, we could see the crowds on
banks choering vs, When we noared
homoe it became a grand ovition, ‘T'hoe
shores were lterally bluck with people
anxious to obtain the fivst glimpse of the
fastest bont on the “Father of Waters, "
Wt rencehed St Loula about noon, Never
iy Life will | forget the wild excites
ment ns we tied up. iU had been pos-
sible the bost would have been ‘u;{usn
from the wuter and paraded through
Lthe slroects,

£ e
Stovks Fight a Rattle With Engles,
Prankfory Zeitung: A truly Homerie
bttle of birds is reported by an eyve
witness in o lettor from Sophin. Early
on Thursday morning, ho ;
un  unusunlly lnege number of 8
probubly two hundred, tuking theie
flight townred the mountains of the JInn-

tri, A crowd of persons watehed l_llﬂ
TR le and the crowd 1!1':".1!.1}' in=
eresscd nfeow hours later, when o pume-

ber of storks, not fower thinn Lthrea hune
dred, flew straight toward the regimont
of la:!_-:'lnc_. P\'in]i'lll'l}' bent on wnr.  Innn
instunt eagles und stocks were mingled
in deadly affeay. It was n fearful com-
bat. Every now and then a wounded
or doad bied, stork or engle, fell to the
ground. The battle lnsted for nearly an
hour, when the two armies, apparentiv
wenrey of light, lew off in opposite dis
rections, Upon a rough rerLunln it
was estimnted that at leasta third of the

combatants fell in tne severe atruggle.




