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Makes a complete and sweeping knock-out of all Base Burners. One and all flee before it like a

mouse before a panther.

No one will think of buying anything but a Round Oak Heating Stove

Who knows what it will do, and the small expense it will do it with. The rich are using them in their private houses, and are putting their base burner in the coal
house, or disposing of them for what they can get. The poor people glow with delight because it is the first time in their liyes that they could get a stove that will
keep a fire all night, and keep a steady fire; with a stove and a fuel that is within reach of their means. 76 have been sold this fall for private heating purposes to
business men, lawyers. ministers, men of all occupations and professions. 37 have been sole this fall for heating stores, offices, hotels, churches, etc. The highest
recommendation ever given to a stove, can merritoriously be given THE ROUND OAK, Will dothe same work with soft coal that a base burner will with hard
coal, and heats a third moreroom with hard coal than any base burner will. Itisonly sold in Omaha by

W.F.STOETZEL,

16821 Howard Street
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Men or Womeon ?—Which Are the
Truest or Most Unselfish Friends,

DISCUSSED BY ELLA WHEELER.

Opinions of Some Wives nnd Maldens
—Men More Ready, But Women
More Lasting in Their
Friendships,

[Written for the Bee—Copyrightal.]

In & room full of ladies T hewrd this
question discussed in all its bearings not
long ngo, and o great many intoresting
ancedotes and expericnces w ere relnted,
The mujority of unmarried women ex-
pressed quite unanimonsly anopinion in
fuvor of the men. The married ladies
were less outspoken, but the greanter
number of them were not enthusinstic
in their faith in man’s friendship for
woman, Their skepticism might be at-
tributed to various causes. Perhaps
they knew the genus homo better than
their single sisters did.  'erhaps they
did not think it wise to encourage the
dumsels in their dangerous even if true
theory.

Many an unmarried girl is hlind to the
virtues of women beenuse she has not
time to study them. Her horizon is
bounded by masculine forms, and she is
quite content to have it so. By and by,
whon she eoncen tratos her attention and
interest on one man, and the othoers dis-
appear like setting stars ot the rise of
the sun, why then she notices the beauty
nnd feagrance of those huwman flowers—
women,

1 heard one young lady, who had
fought n single-handed battle with the
world and achieved success, doelare
that the question wns not even open to
discussion in har mind,

“1 think no one is o boetter judge of
the matter,” sha said, “‘than & womnn
who has made her own way in life. I
recoived apprecintion and encourage-
ment from men, when women gave me
only indifference or noglect.  Men pre-
dictod my success, while women feared
I would fuil. Men praisod what the
termed my conrnge, while women eriti-
cised what they termed my boldnoss,”

Another lady declared that she would
invariably go to o man were sho in nead
of fricndship or protection in time of
trouble.

“If I wore placed ina compromising
gituntion, for instance,! she snid, “*and
wished to coufide in some one, and had
only my own words to prove my inno-
cence, do you think T would trust my-
golf 1o the morey of a woman? No,
indecd. And if I had done wrong and
neaded a confessor  and  eounsellor,
gurely I would go to o mun. Women nre
too eruel to their own sex,”

At this junetnre I remarvked that a
man would always protect & womnn
ngainst overy man but himself. He
would defond har from the censorions
comments of the world quicker than
nnother woman would-—and then spoil it
all by compromising her nome  himself,

Hercupon o happy-looking married
lady expressed her opinion,

“You have all given your theories,”
quoth she. *“Now listen 1o my exper-
ionee. No grirl ever possessod more
gentleman friends than I. My careor
wis o self-made and self-supported one
slso, I, too, found men far readior
with praise ond encourngnmnt  than
womon were.  Men proffered advice nnd
aid, while women gave it if nsked. Yet
as time advanced [ found men far more
selflsh in their friendship than women
were,  The interest of my most plalonie
mule friends noticenbly lessened after
my marringe, and in several  casos
turned into enmity, while women re-
garded me with inevensed favor,

SMen whose respoct and admiration,
unmixed with any tender sentiment, T
would have sworn 1 had won did not
hesitute to shrug their shoulders and
BIUOT when 1 mude  an 8x-
collent  marringe, and no longer
peadod their ccensionnl ndvice. T really
think a man’s friendship for an unmar-
ried woman i alwnys, even il uneon-
geiously to himself, selfish. While she
belongs to ne one he imngines she he-
Iongs in gome degree to himself, and re-
il'lil‘n'ri in her prospority When she be-

ongs to another man all this conses.
Women are loss enthusiastic in the be-

inniu*:, but their [riendship wears

ttor,"

ST don™ know how it is in the mattey
of friendship.” a young lady Interposed,
“but 1 kvow when 1 go into a large es-
tablishment shopping I always receive
better attention and more courtesy from
the salesmen than from the sales-girls,
It 1 desive to be directed to another de-

mritment in thoe store, 1 M“'tl’)'r. prefer

y nsk womnn, us he is more willing and
affuble in his munynor.”

A young girl who had once published
n lilelt‘r book and sold it on the street to

assors-by said: **Men are far kindep-

warted than women.  Women looked
at me ns il [ were doing some dreadful
sud improper act; men looked at me
with sympathy and interest.  In any
time of distress women look ot yvou as if

o were lying to them; men wait until
ihvy catwch you in a lie, and then tell
you of it. They forget and forgive n

wrong, o, far sooner than women do,”

Horeupon | remarked that onee vpon
in a time | nsked n favor of a gontlemnn
the presence of two ladies. The gentle-
man expressed the deepest sympathy
and the most genuine regrot that he
could not nssist me.  Noth ladies voluns

of possible rivalry from a woman’s mind
ghe makes o better friend than any man
living, Tell o woman your succos{es,
and she may show jealousy; but tell hor
your sorrows and failures, and she is
moved to befriend you.

On the contrary, tell & man of your
suceessos nhd you win his admiring ro-

woll,  He has visen to fame in the pnst
three months throngh methods  peculi-

urly hisown. He has not gone in for
highway, muil or teain robbery. 1le
hius lenenod the moethods of Italion

brigands, and follows thom exactly, Tlis
systom includes capture, Siolent mis-
treatment and heavy ransom or  denth,

gard; while if you tell him of your
troubles you weary him,

One lndy said she thought men wero
more prompt and agrecable, as a rule,
than our own sex in their manner of be-
stowing favors, and it was because they
ware eduented to husiness methods,
womnan  often wounded your feelings
from no lack of kind impulses, but
merely from her awkardness in denling
with any matter outside of parlor or
kitchen. A marrvied lady said she quite
coincided with the last speaker in re-
gard to the business methods of the
sterner sex.  Therenpon she related
her somewhat unusual experience.

1 was an wrtist,” she said, “and my
studio wus in the saume building in
which an elderly professionnl gentle-
mun ocenpied an office. He obtained an
introduction to me, and became greatly
intorested in my work. Ho never onco
indulged in the least sentiment toward
me.  His social and business standing

wns  excellent, he W8 unusi-
ally intelectual, and I quite
Erim-t! his friendship and  valued

is  advico and  criticism, Sov-

eral times he invited me 1o
atmidday, almost the only hour cither
of us had free from our work for soecial
cCOnvarse.
ior, and [ snw no improprioty in accept-
ing. Well, by and by iy prince e¢nme
and carried me awany o wife. 1 had often
written to him of the nice old gentle-
mnn who waosg sp kindly interested
in my work., Imagine my humilin-
tion  when a  hill wis sent
in for the lunches to which the
nice old gentleman had invited me!
Surely these woere thrifty business meth-
ods indead! T have alout muade up my
mind that & man seldom or never shows
u lady who isin no way related or de-
pendent upon him, marked and contin-
ued kindness, unless he expects some
sort of a return for them,”

When I pondored over all T had
heavd, and placed my own  personal ex-
periences along with the other tos-
mony, my conclusions might be clussi-
fied something as follows:

1. Men are more enthusiastic and
ready to espouse the eause of womnn
than hor sister women ave,

2, Womoen, when their interest is
finally won, are more lusting in their
friondships.

8. There is an instinetive vivaley be-
twoen women, which until 1t is over-
come by the bonds of sympathy, is o bar
to true, unselfish fricndship,

4. There is an instinctive attraction
botween men and women which is o bar
to safe and unseltish friendship,

H. Men expoct more in return for their
fuvors than women do.

6. Men are far more agreenble to ap-
proach in any matter requiring courtesy
and politencess,

7. Women are far safer nnd more ro-
linble friends in the long ran,

8. The friendship of men noticonbly
decrenses alfter o woman marries,

9. The friendship of women noticen-
bly strengthons after & women marries.

10. A good and eflicient mun is o bet-
ter friend wnd advisor than a weak
wolnan,

11, A good and efficient woman is a
better friend and advisor than a weak
mnn.

12, There is no rule which governs
the mutter.

ELLA WHEELER WILCOX,
e

TEXAS BRIGANDAGE.

A Lone Star Man's Account: of the
Border Ontrages.

A spoeiul disputeh to the Globe Demo-
crat snys: Notsinee the davs of the
Cortana raid, venrs and years ago, has
the Texan side of the lower Rio Grande
existed under such a reign  of terror us
now. Hrigandage reigns  supreme.
Business is paralyeed, and United States

mails et through when they
cin. Hanelhimen stay close ot
home,  und labor in the flelds
even s accompanied by unusua)

hazards and in no man's house is a light
1o be seon after dark.  Coufty oficials
hinve telegraped the state governmont
for aid.  Governor Ross himself does
not know what to do.  Sheriffs and
United States maorshils are powerless
und the bandits are onee more, in fact,
05 they were once in song and in story,
“The Kings of the Border.” Senor
Manuel Guerro, a merchant who is
rated at 20,000, and who has shops
in both Roma nnd Rio Grande City,
Starr county, is on his way 0 New
York. He wasseen by a reporter and
gave the following account of the
trouble:

*You must first understand,” he said,
“the conditions of the country. It is
hilly. The Rio Grande runs through
one long ravine, densely covered with
chappural and enctus. It is sparvsely
gettled and it offers a shelter impregna-
nuble to hundreds of desperadocs. They
have always infested the countryto a
greater or less extent. I they killed a
mun in Mexico they stepped across into
Texns, I in Toxas they steppee neross
into Mexico. They hud a practically
unlimited feld 10 which o work.
Hitherto they have boon  disorganized,
Now they are under aleader who is at
once the most competent and dangop-

—

ous mun on the frontier of either
country, His name is An-
tonio de Suerrunte. e is
!

lunch him !

Hie wias muny  yours my scen- |

[Tis flrst victim was Senor Berreno.
This gentleman was found near his
home, knocked down, beaten, bound
hand and foot, and tied on a horse, then

driven for a day snd night through
the brush. Durving all this time he
wans  blindfolded and given neither

water nor food, On the arvival at the
robbers’ headguarters, of whos=o loca-
tion he is entirely ignorant, he wns
held for twenty-one days, until I mygrelf
paid the 1,000 ranson demandoed for his
relense.  Ile was half starved, kicked,
Inshed and burned duily during all this
timo, und was in bourly dread of losing
his teeth, it being a favorite threst of
Suerrante to  exteact them all, and
send thom us presonts to his friends, 1
paid the money because 1 knew it was n
matter of lifo ordeath with him, 1t has
since been refunded me.  Borrenn was
soventy yenrs of age and the exposure
and brutulity to which he was subjected
have sinee resulted in his death., Ow-
ing to the fact that [ have alittle
money and Suerrante’s friends knowing
it, 1 have been expecting the levying of
an assessment.

1 left Roma five days ago under the
guard of six srmed men, who oscorted
me a8 fur as Pena Station, on the Mexi-
can National railway., Dy Associated
" press dispatehes of this morning I sce

{that the expected demand has been |

i mude upon me since my depurture, also
| upon Sepor De Onucio Garein, of
| Grande city.

at least, they nre not likely to get, The
governor has of course promised tho nid
of the staje troops. but 1don’t see the
good that they can do, owing not only
to the diffieulty of the conntry nnd Seur-
rante’s secure hinding pluce, but the
fuet that nearly nll of the poorer clussoes
ard in league with the band and pur-
posely hide theivden and cover up their
tracks, T estimate that some twenty-
five men belong to the gang.,

“Suerrante 18 0 magnificent roaseal,
who spends his ill-gotten gains very
freely, and iz uniformly kiund (o the
poor.  They have, consequently, in-
vosted him with a good deal of romanes,
and many of them serve him and are
ready to join him at any moment. 1
have no hesitency in pruaiuting a dos-
perate battle in the vegion within the
noext month, and I am by no means sure
that Suerrante will get the worst of it.
He has boen extending his operitions
into Mexico, and understund  that
authorities and soldiers on the other
gide of the river are on the qui vive,
e mny be cought between the two tives
and he muay not. He isa very smurt
man,”

Senor Guerrn states that he wall con-
tinue his northern teip, though he is ex-
tremely fenrful of the destrucsion of his
proporty during his  absence. The
widely spread information of the depre-
dutions has eaused intense excitement
throughout this portion of the stute .and
voluntoers for clouriug out Starr and
Hidalgo counties of the bandits arve
numerous,

—_————
Well-Drilled Ants.

Youth's Companion: Ants appear to
have for their motto, **In union there is
strength.” They set the best regalated
human committees a model in  this re-
spect, muintaining a wonderful degree
of drill and decipline, by means of which
they are enabled to nccomplish tasks
which before hand seam quite out of the
question. A traveler in Central Amer-
fea witnessed the following instance of
this trait:

The ants, which were of & very min-
ute size, carried a dead, full-grown
scorpion up the wall of our reom from
the floor to the ceiling, and thence
along the under surface of a beam tlo
o eonsidernble distance, where, ot last,
they brought it safely into their nest
in the interior of the wood,

During the latter part of this achicve-
ment, they had to bour the whole
woelght of the scorpion, together with
their own in their inverted position,
and in this way to move along the
beam. The order wias so perfoct that
we could not detect the slightest devia-
tion from an absolute symwmetry, eithor
in the amangement of the little army
of workmen, or in their movements,

No corps of engineers could be drilled
to o more absolute perfection in the
performance of a mechanicnl task, Ac-
cording o a rough caleulation, there
must have been 60 or 60 of these in-
telligent little ereatures at work,

Besides those engaged in the labor of
transportation, no others were seen. A
single one was sitting on the sting at
the end of the scorpion's tail, as if sta-
tionad there to overlook and direct the
whole proceeding, all the rest, without
an exception, were at work,

Food makes l“(ﬁ and Blood mokes
Beauty, Improper di[;t:ﬁtion of food ne-
cessarily produces bad blood, resulting
in o feeling of dullness in the stomach,
acidity, hesurtburn, sick headache, and
othey dyspeptic symptoms, A closely
conlined lile causes indigestion, consti-
pition, billlouspess and loss of appetite,
10 remove these troubles there is no
remedy equusl to Prickly Ash Bittors, It
lins been tried and proven to be a
specitio,
rGive the hens & variety of food,
Throw them a lock of early cut huy oc-

cusionally. They soum to prefer June
grass or rad-top.
.

Rio
They want £15,000 from |
| bim and $5,000 from me. My part of it, '

Tho Curious Bits of History Attached
to the Wedding-Ring.

ORIGIN OF AN HONORED CUSTOM,

The Ues of the Ring—An Interesting
Bhketeh in the Popular Sci-
ence Monthly by D, R,
McAnally.

Of all the ornaments with which van-
ity, superstition, and affoction have
decorated the human forin, fow have
more curious bits of history than the
fingersring. Irom the earliest times
tho ring has boen a favorite ornnment,
and the reason for this general prefer-
ence shown for it over other articles ol
jewelry are numcrous and cogont. Or-
numents whose place is on some other
portion of the apparel, or in the hair,

must be laid nside with the clothing or |

hoend-dress, are thus easily lost and
often  not ot once missed, ’ins,
brouches, buclklos, clasps, buttons, all
sooner or lator become defective in
in some part, and are liable to escape
from an owner unconscions of the do-
fect in the mechanism.  The links of a
necklace in time bgecome worn, and the
article is taken off to be 1mended; the
gpring or othor [astoning of o bracelet
is casily brokon, and the bracelot wvan-

ishes, With regard o orna-
ments  fastened to parts of  the
savage body, mutilisation is mneces-

sniry. the ear must be bored, the nose be
picreed, the cheoks or lips be slit, and,
oven after these surgical oporations ure
complotad, the articles usod for adorn-
ment are rFenerally inconvenient, nnd
sometimes, by their weight or construe-
tion, are extremely painful,

In striking contrast with decorations
worn on the clothiog, in the hair, round
the neck and arms, or pendent from the
ears, lips und nose, is the linger-ring,
the model of convenience, [t 18 8el-
dom lost, for it need not be taken  off;
requires no preparatory mutilation of
thoe body, is not painfal, is always in
view, & perpetual reminder, either of
tho giver, or of the purpose for which
it is worn,

The popularity of the ring must,
therefore, be in large meassure duo
to its convenienee, and that this good
quality was  curly  learned  may
be inferrod from the Hobrew teadition,
which attributes the invention of this
ornament to Tubal-Cain, the “instructor
of every artificor in brass and iron.”
The barbaric lover, in ehoosing a token
for his mistress, was donbtless aotuated,
like the lover of to-doy, by the wish to
be kept in remembrance, and the prov-
erbinl saying: “Out of sight, out of
mind,” heing ns true in savige 88 in
civilizod times, he sought for a me-
maento which should be always in viow,
never lnid aside, not in danger of being
lost—which, in short, should become o
purt of herself, mutely rewminding her
of him, and presenting & silent remon-
strance  when  her  affections  went
astray.  For the purposes of u love-gift
he could find nothing more suitable
than the ring. And when the agonies
of courtship finally settled into the
steady troubles of matrimony, it was
not remarkable that this token of affoc-
tion should remain on the fingor of the
bride, or be removed, to be succeeded
by another of a similar kind.

The

USES OF THE FINOGDR-RING
have been many and diverse,  Ovrigi-
nally purely for ornament, it became o
sigonet for Kings and a warrant for thoir
messengers; o eivil officers it was an
emblem of office, and to ecelesinstics an
jdispensable portion of the episcopal

costurne, It was once worn by physi-
cians to provent contugion, and by pa-
tients to cure disense, the timorous

wore it 08 a charm agninst evil spirits,
and the nmbitious elung to it as o wlis-
man, giving the wenrer success over
his enemics. Dut nan love-token, and
a symbol of marrisge, the use of the
ring is s0 goneral, und of ko long stand-
ing, a8 to dwarel into insignificance its
employment in all other directions, e
At what period it enme into pluy ns a
recornized factor in the marringe cope-
mouy Itis impossible to ml{*. The Ie-
brews used it in very early ages, and
wohably borrowed the cusiom from the
|-'.g_\- ptians. among whom the wedding-
ring was known—a cirete, in the lan-
runge of hivroglyphies, being the sym-
tul of eternity. and the embodiment of
the circle readily symbolizing the ny-
wothetical dupation of wedded love.
‘he Grooks used wedding-rings, so did
the Romans, both putting them on the
fore-finger—by the ‘way, a practice

followed by the mediweval  paint-
Or's, many of  whom repre-
sent  the virgin's ring on  her

forefinger. In the east, where the
popular estimate of & woman is low, the
use of the wedding ring has not been
common, though oceasionally the favor-
ite wife of an oriental monarch would
reeeive from her moster aring asa
murk of his favor. The conclusion,
therefore, is sufe that, with incrouse of
respect for the institution of marrisge,
come also Incrensed respect for and use
of the ring as u token of the sliiance.
During a part of the middle ages,
this respect showed itself in o peculiar
way, custom demanding that the wed-
ding ring should cost a8 much ws  the
bridegroom coulil affopd tw  puy; und
there are records in Germsuy and
France, during the fourteentih and fif-

brides and be in fash-
ion, The revulsion made the ring what
wo now have, a pluin  geld eirclot;
though, by 0 compromise, the ring may
bo as costly as faney dictates or mcsns
periit,

Tha materinls of which wedding
rings have been composed are asdivorso
us the nations which have used tho
ring, The Dritish museum has rings of
bone and of hard wood, found in the
Swiss lnkes; on one of the bone rings is
traced a heart, giving antiquaries rea-
son to bolieve that the ring wasa pledgo
of affection, if mot a wedding ring.
Tho sume musenm  has rings from all
parts of the enrth—of bone, ivory, cop-
por, brass, lend, tin, iron, silver, gold,
and some of & composite of several of
these motals.  One ivory ring, from an
Egyptinn  tomb, bears two clasped
hands; an iron ring, having the design
of a hand closing over o hoewet, once
graced the hand of a Roman matron;
while the inseriptions on many others
mako it certain that they were wedding
rings.

The use of many different materials
inthe construction of these wedding
rings does mot  indieate  eapricious
chunges of fnshion, for it should be ro-
momberod that museums and eollections
of antiguities comprise spocimens of
many ages and of widely separatoed
lands, but there is no doubt that fashion
has somoetimes had an influenes in de-
termining the style and matorial of the
ring. Forinstance, during the latter
Pm'! of the sixteenth century s fashion
or some time prevailed in France of
making

concilinto their

THIE WEDDING RING

consist of several links fastened to-
gether in sueh o way as to seem but
one. Sometimes thore were three, two
links having graven hands and the
third o honrt, the union of the three in
the proper position clasping the bands
over the henrt, During the palmydays
of astrology there was quite a fashion in
Gormany of the wedding rings engraved
with astronomical and astrologioal
charactors, the horoscopes of both the
contracting parties being sometimes in-
dicated in the getting of the ving, that
boing  also the golden age of
the quuek doctor,  wedding  rings
were often made with a cavity to con-
tain medieal preparations or chamns to
proserve or restore hoalth or avert evil,
Aftor the erusades had set Europe in a
flame, a practice beenme common in
'rance, Gormany and England, of wour-
ingr vings the settings of which wus o
tiny fragment of wood from the troe
cross, nnd many of these rings nre still
preserved in the cabinets and museums
of Burope. Ass-hoof vings were, in the
seventeenth  eentury, very populur
among the Spanish peasants as o cure
for epilopsy: and such a ring, made. it
was said, from the hoof of the ass which
carriod Christ into Jerusalom, was usod
in a wedding in o country church near
Madrid in 15511

But when the ring was not plain, pre-
cious stones of some kind constituted
tho settings; and when the selection of
the stone was 1n question, the domi-

nanee of fushion was  ahsolute. In
the fourteen century, o fan-
ciful Ttalian writer on the
mystic urts set forth  the vir-

tues of the various gems, indicating
also the month in which it was proper
to wear particular stones in order to se-
cure the best rssult,.  The idea took, and
for some time it wus the fashion in sev-
eral Italinn cities to have t.le\rmtinun
stone of the ring detormined by the
month in which the bride was born. If
in Junuary, the stone wns u garnet, be-
lieved to have the power of winning the
wenrer friends wherever she went, 1If
in Februavy, her ring was sot with an
amothyst, which not only promoted in
hor the quality of sincerity, but pro-
tected her from P(Iih(l]l and from slan-
derous tongues.  The blood-stone was
for March, making her wise, and eu-
abling her with putionce to bear domes-
tie cares: the dinmond for April, keop-
ing her heart innocent and pure so long
as she wore the gem.  An emerald for
Muay made her s happy wife; while an
ltg'liin-. for June, gave her health and
wotection from fuirvies and ghosts, Uf
Inll'[l in July, the stone was o ruby,
tended 1o keop her free from
hor  husband;  while in
August, the sordonyx mnde  her
happy in the maternul rohition.  In
Septemboer, o sapphive was the proper
plone, it preventing quarvels between
the wedded pair; in October, i cur-
bunele was chosen, to promote her love
of home, The November born bride
wore a topnz, it having the gift of muk-
ing her truthful and obedient to her
husband; while in December the tur-
quoise insured her fnithfulness. Among
the German country folk, the lnst
named stone is to the present day  used
ns n setting for the betrothal rving and
g0 long ns it retains its color, isbelioved
to indicute the constuney of thoe woear-
CI8,

From Ttuly this faneaiful notion spread
to France, and France bridegrooms
would sometimes insure themselves
sgainst o bud matrimonial bargain and,
as far ns they could, guarantee to their
brides a variety of good qunlitics by
presenting twelye rings, one for enc
month, with oceasionally one or two
extra us spocinl charms, However, this
extravagance in the pnumber of rings
usod at weddings is not « solitary in-
stunce, for the use of several rings at
the murvinge ceremony has often bean
known., Four rings placed on her hand
her marringe could not keep Muary
Stusrt fuithful to Daruley; and the on-
nals of Buropean courts rocord many In-
stances similar, both 45 to the rings and
to the vesult, The Greek church uses
two riugs, one of gold, the other of sil-

which
jealousy  of

FINGERS OF THE BRIDE,
as the words, “In the name of the
Fathar, and of the Son, nnd of the Holy
Ghost," are pronounced.

FFashion hns also determined, not only
the style of the wedding ving, but the
fingor on which it is to be worn; and so
cupricionsly has custom varied, that the
symbol of matrimony has traveled from
the thumb to the fourth finger, whore it
now reposes,  In the time of Elizabeth,
it was customary, both in England and

on the continent, for ludics to woear
rings on the thumb, snd soveral
of hoer rings now shown
in tho Dritish, museum from
their size, must have beon thumb-
rings,

That the practice of wearing
thumb rings extendoed to the case th’
marriod ladies and thelr wodding rings,
is amply attested, not only by allusions
In contemporary literature, bhut by the
portraits of matronsof that age, a great
many, where the hands are shown, dis-
playing the wedding ring on the left
thumb, In the time of Charles I1., the
ring seems to have found lodgmont on
forefinger, sometimes on the middle
finger, nr‘.x:lmimml],}' on the thivd finger
also, and, by the time George L. came to
the throne, the third finger was rocog-
nized s the proper place for it, not uni-
versilly, however, for Willinm Jones in
his treatise on rings, declares that even
then the thumb was the favorite pluce
for the wedding ving, and gives in-
stances of the ring boing made of large
size, and, ulthungt pluced on the thivd
finger at the ceremony, immodiately
afterward removed to the thumb.

An English work on  etiquoette, ]mh--

lished in 1782, says it is for the bride to
choose on which finger the wedding
ring shull be placed, It further states
thau some prefor the thumb, since it is
the strongest and most important mem-
ber of the hand; others, the index fin-
gor, bacnuso at its base lies the mount
of Jupiter, indicating the noble aspira-
tions: others, the middle finger, hecause
it is the longest of the four; and othors,
agnin, the fourth finger because o **vein
proceeds from it to the heart.”

The “Dritish Apollo,” howover, de-
cides the proper place for the ring
to be

TAE FOURTH FINGER,

not hoeause it is noarer the homrt than
the others, but becauso on it the ving is
less liable to injury, The sane nuthor-
ity prefors the left hand 1o the right.
The right hand is the emblem of nuthor-
ity, the left of submission, and the posi-
tion of the ving on the left hand of the
bride indicates hep subjection to her
husband. A curious exception to the
rule placing the ving on  the left hand
is, however, seen in the usage of the
Greck church, which puts the ring on
the right hand.

As the symbol of matrimony, it is not
strange thut many of the superstitions
fancies which have avisen in connection
with the wedding should cluster about
the ring, Dreaming onabitof wedding
cake is common wmong American youny
Ludies but they should be informed that,
for the drenming to be properly dong,
the pirce of cauke thus I.il'nu;:]ht. into sor-
vieo should be paussed throngh the wod-
ding ring, for so it is donein Yorkshirve,
Wales, nnd Drittany, in which localities
the custom has been observed feom time
immemorial. The Russinn  peasantry
not only invest the eake with wonderful
qualitios by touching it with the two
rings used in the ceremony, but deem
thut water in which the rings have been
dipped huas certain curious beneflclal
properties,

In wany country districts of Great
Britain itis believod that o marriago is
not binding on either party unless o
ring is used; hence, curtain rings. the

church key, and other  substi-
tutes, including a ring eut from
n finger of the bride’s  glove,
have boeon  mentioned  as  deviees

to meet an emergency, when s ring of
the proper kind could not be procured
in time, 1o purts of Irelund, however,
thore is o current beliof that a ving of
gold must bo used, wnd jowelers in the
country towns not infrequently  hire
pold rings 10 peasints, o be returied
witer the coeremony.

Blessing the ving  gives it no small
shure of sanctity, und old missals con-
tain l'.\Il]il-il divections a8 to the man-
por in which this ceremony must bo
carried out.  In the church service as
parformed in the villages of England,
the ving is froquently |||-ll'l'l.l in the mis-
snl, the pesctice being, no doubt, o
pelie of the blessing oneo thought indis-
pensable. The German peasanl women
comtinue o woenr the wedding ring of
the tirst busbund, even after o second
marrisge, and a recont book of Ger-
man  teavels  mentions o pessant
woenring, #t ono time, the wedding-
rings of four “late lnmenteds.”  An in-
stance is known of a woman of German
birth, who, after the death of hor hus-
band in & western state, had the misfor-
tune to lose her ring., She at once
bought another, had it blessed and wore
it instead of the former, deeming iy
unlucky to be without n wedding ring.
Among the same  elass of people, stenl-
ing u wedding ring is thought to bring
evil on the thief, while breaking the
emblem of marviage s asure sign of
gpeedy death 1o one or both of the con-
tracting purties.
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What the Professor Found.

Ban Francisco Avgonant:  Recently at
A cortaln collego examinntion 4 cértiin
professor  determined that bhe would
minkao it bnpossible for any t-uJ._\-ing Lo
tulic ploce under his  supervision, Ae-
cordingly he kept & shoarp wateh  upon
the candidutes, At last he noticed »
maun look from side tw side to satisly

bimsclf that ne oue observed him,

thon, hastily
replacing i, resumo his pon and write
with inereasod enorgy. The professor
succeedod in getting bohind the man uns-
parceived, and then, waiting until he
wid repeating the  suspicious aetion, he
spraug forwird and sefzed the hand in
the very act of grasping the suspoctod
objoet.  “Sir,” suid  he, *this is the
fourth time I have watched you doing
this.  What have you in your hand?"
The mun hesitoted to reply, and  this,
coupled with his evidont confusion, con-
firnied the professor’s suspicions. 1
must insist, sir, on seeing what it is ?’nll
bave in your hand.” ‘The man reluc-
tantly complied, and, drawing his hand
from his pockot, rovealod the source of
his iuspiration—the photograph of a
FOUIE Womnin.
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A La Persephone Frencu Hand-made

CORSETS:

Highest standard of Corsel ever intro-
duced into this market. They impart that
graceful igure and fine form which any
well dressed lady would be justly proud,
especially when obtainable without injurs
ious tight lacing, ete. Indorsed as the

Peerless Corset

By leading dressmakers of Paris, London
and New York, and for sale in Omaha by

N. B. Falconer,
Thompson, Belden & Co.

And E)lhu:r leading dealers,
RICKLY
BITTER

L URELY VEGETABLE PREPAR

Nl
PRICYLY "slyamxnﬂs"

SENNA -MANDRAKE-BUCHU
J{As0 OTHER EQUALLY EFTICIENT REMTDIES

'ﬁ It has stood the Test of Years,
Ll in Curing all Discases of the
. BLOOD,LIVER, 8TOM.-
ACH, KIDNEYS,BOW-
| ELS, &o. ItPurifies the
Blood, Invigorates and

‘ ‘?.n.EHL { Cleanses the Byatem.
i .B..._...._B..s. i DYBPEPSIA,CONBTI-
CURE PATION, JAUNDICE,

| SICKHEADACHE, BIL-
il I0US COMPLAINTS, &¢

disappear atonco under
| STOMACH

' {;.

its beneficinl influence.
Itispurelys Modlelze
M as its cathartic proper:
il tios forbids ite r'u a8 8]
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N, W. Corner of 13th and Dedge Direets,

FOILTHE TREATMENT OF ALL

CHRONIC and SURGICAL DISEASES.

Braces, Appliances for Deformities aed Trusses,

RS —
Itest facilition, appoentas und remedios for Naooess-
ful treatment of evory form ol discsse reguin ng
Mudical or rurglosl restmonk.

Forty Wew Rooms for Pationts--Best Hocpital
Accommodations in the West,

WHITE POl Critconams oo Delormities and Beaces,
Club Feol, Corvetare of the '-i»m--. Pilos, Twmiire,
Canoor, Catarrh, Wronobitis, Inhsintion, Eleoteirity,
Faralysis, Epllogay, Kidney, Risdider, Kjo, Kar, okin,
nod Mleod nod nll surgiotd operntions

Diseuses of Women a Speclally.
BOOK ON DISEASES OF WOMEN, FIEE,
Only Reliable MEDICAL INSTITUTE
MAKINIG A BUBCIALTY OF

PRIVATE DISEASES

Al Blood disenses auconssfully teunted.  Parsons
wiadde Lo wisit us sy Lo trealsd st home Inl)'
eorres ponidencs. ALl Qomiingnloaticins cuntidentin
Mudiolnes or inatrgmants sent Uy sl OF G XPross, sas
curely packed, po marks 1o n.-.u‘nlv.'nmal-nl ar s
wr. Une D pgiberw e s bermed. Ol pocd
walL us, er m sietiory of your gase, and we will
L sl wrs J X
BOOK TO MEN FREE,

Upon Priviw, Spoeciel mud Nurvous Dingaaes, Varloe
eale, eln.  Addreas

Omaha Medical and Surgical Tustitute, or

Dr, McMenamy, Cor, 13th & Dodge Sis

UMAILA, NELRABKA,

. e e




