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f Coxanress uses up $2,000 worth soap
. annually, and yet some of the congross.

moen are not elean-linnded.
— e e

it ConarEss is still grinding away, but the
L grist up to date amounts to three bills
which have passed both houses.

STl s et E i o s

»

i Sexaror Jones is neglecting his Flor-
" dda orange groves and is devoting his
enlire attention to Michigan Palms,

. Ir Bismanc seizes the Sandwich Isl-
3 ands there may be n demand for the
4 American hog to make sandwiches there.

Tue number of immigrants from Fu-
. ropoto this countv last yoear was tho
~ smallest of any year since 1870, The
A total was 810,149, of whom 97,0118 came
. '. from Germany, 85,277 from Ireland and
1 25,057 from England,

“Wanat are the democeracy gelting in
Washington,’* secreams an exeited con-
temporary. From the present outlook of
o deadlock between the president and
senate it appears as if the democracy was
principally getting left.

et et e —

ReruBLicaN postmasters in Nebraska
smile cheerfully over the Kilkenny cat
‘fight between the rival wings of the
Nebraskn demoeracy, but thoy continue
to draw their salaries with unvarying
regularity while the cirens is going on.

ProMiNeENT citizens of Omaha have
titioned congress to abolish the presi-
ency. Had they nsked that congress
should demolish the president the potition
would have been several miles long and

the simars To0d comprise two-thirds of

the democratic party.
et S et
Crive has its epidemics like every-
thing else. During Saturday and Sunday
St. Paul, Cleveland and Philadelphia
furnished somewhat similar sensations.
~ In ench of these cities & man killed his
= wife and then committed snicide—a very
. proper ending, ns it saved the expenses
of a murder trial in each case.

Tue sooner the perplexing question of
erades 15 definitely settled in Omaha the
botter it will be for all concerned, and
sspecially for the property owners whose
lots abuton the strests where the cuts are
the greatest. The nearer level the grade
the more advantageous the street as an
prtery for trade and an ayenue for traflic,
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Roscor CoNgLiNGg's friends have taken
the field openly In fayor of his candidacy
for the U. 8. senate. Conkling's un-
pounded ambititn gannot be curbed, He
has made n small fortunein the law busi-
nese, and is now In a position to enter
the field as n very formidable candidate.
The contest promises Lo be very exciting,
and will by no meauns bo fought out on
the old line of stalwarts and hali-breeds,

—

Omana made a big stride towards the
front lust week in bank cloarances. Her
bank clearings for the week amounted to
£5,800,000, placing her fourteenth in the
{1 list of the thirty-one clearing houss cities,

1 outranking Milwaukee, Detroit, Denver,

{1 Minneapolis, Cleveland and Memphis.
Kansas City only beat Omaha by $300,-
000, while Louisville only exceeded our
olearances by $166,710. In the increase
nyer the corresponding week of last year
Omuha leads all othor cities, her percent-
. agoe of increase being 84 and 8:-10ths per
{l eent, ‘Lhis excellent showing causes the
~ } Ransas City Times to say that *'Omaha is
= {I'  showing a phenomenal burst of speed.”

* Well, wo should smile,
1 —ee———
The theorists who are bawling so
~ Jowdly that the state will lose money if
~ " the convict labor system is abolished
. argue onthe basis that the punishment of
. erime should be made n source of income
~ lo society. If conviet labor could be
- made productive and at the same time
45 mot competitive with honest industry
= thore would be no room for further
* disoussion, Other things being equal it
~ I8 admitted that it would be botter for the
prisoners and better for the state if they
gould be steadily employed in lines of

. laber which would at onee give
.~ phems o healthful  activity  and
. bear the cost of their isolation
from society at Jarge. Taxpayers

~ wonld be relioved from a portion of the
¢ burden which the administeation of the
atate lays upon their shoulders. But con
| giet lnbor is wrong in principle and
=~ hmemful in practive becnuse it punishes
* homest industey by stimulating the work
" of eriminals. Prison contracis can only
~ be taken by wenlthy firms or by in-
* dividuals with large capital, When trade
fs dull or the anarket overstocked the
|wn factory must continue its opera-
- Just the sume as if the demand for

B were at its height. Stock must
g | emrried  over and  the work
‘must go on, For the rvenson

1 thut it takes capital Lo carry large sup-
lies on » weak market, the prison con-

- trsets are lot to large capitalists at low
. and the profits in the end arve cor-

4 F ondingly large. Honest labor finds
f underbid i the markets by the

¢ owuers of convict labor, Prices are do-
od, wages fall, lockouts and sus-

. pemsions are the natural result, It is
- wmmweng in theory that the state should
geatit by the work of eriminals ut thoe ex-
pense of low ablding citizons. The ox-
 pewience of the past five years bas shown
the rosults of the leasing of conviet
pr has been to throw new complica-
into the operation of the labor
wnd W ereat profituble monopolics

A Oar of Corn.
Cozan, Neb., Feb, 9, 1888, —[ Editor of the
Ber.|—Here with please find involee show-
ing frelght paid for a car of eorn shipped
fromdere to Denver, Colorado. We ask you
to take notice that our frelght rate is almost
double whut the ear of eorn brought us in.
It fs pretty tough for a farmer W work a year
to ralse a corn crop which sells for 14 cents
n bushel net in the market after paying 28
cents a bushel freight for hauling it a dis-
fanee of 300 miles, Yours truly, W.
The invoice which necompanies this let-
ter from our correspondent shows that
on February 17 his ear of corn, consist-
g of 83 500 pounds, was sold in Denver
for 27477, or at 82 cents a hundred. The
freight on the consignment wns 100,24,
and commission $6.87, which, deductod
from the gross amount of the sale, left
£08.00 ns the not presult of the transac.
tion,
This is a beautiful commentary on the
equitable rates which the bogus rail-
road  commissioners assure the peopla
of Nebraska they are now enjoy-
ing undor  thelr fostering  care.
What wonder i it that the producers of
this state complain bitterly of corporate
extortion when the cost of transporting
their grain to market is donble whatthey
obtain as the result of their toil. 1Is it
surprising that demands for legislative
restriction of the monopolies comes from
every scetion of the state wnen more
than half of the value of Nobraska's
heaviest produet can be dedueted by its
carriers to market as toll for bringing it
into the hands of the consumer? The
gpecial ease under eonsideration is prob:
ably an aggravatod one. The section is in
the woestern part of the state and
rates are against the market in which he
sold his corn. But what right have the
railroad companies by corrupt eollusion
with elevator rings and combinations of
grain buyers to bar out shippers from the
nearest markets by tariff rates which are
practically prohibitory? During the past
winter thousands of bushels of corn have
been burned by Nebraska farmers for
fuel while the poor of the east have been
furnished with bread by charity. And
while the west is being bled mereilessly
to roll up dividends on the watered stock
of the great corporations its poeople are
cooly told that regulation, except throngh
the tools of monopoly, will not regulate
and that agitation to redress the griey-
aneces of extortion and oppression is an
unwarrantable interference with vested
privileges and the rights of property.

Valuable Franchises.

The disgraceful disclosures connected
with Jake Sharp's purchase of the board
of aldermen has aroused New York to
the wvalue of the franchises which for
years the eity has been virtually donating
to all comers who cm__l‘l,g buy the memlicys
of tha eity coinerl, The faot that a mil-
lion dollars in cash was offered for the
right to lay a street railway on Broadway
has shown New Yorkers how recklessly
they have been plundered in years past
by the men whom they have elected to
guard the treasury of the city. It
is mnow proposed to sell the rights
of wny to street railways, eleclric
light ana stenm heating companies to
the highest bidder. Hund such a course
been adopted in times past, the ecity
would now be deriving enough revenuoe
from these franchises to pay a large part
of the city taxes, instead of which the
entire revenue in taxes and everything
else, from nll the streets, railroads com-
bined, has amounted to only $144,000 a
year during the past ten years. BStatis-
tics show the cost of cleaning from the
streets the dirt brought there by the horse
car companies amounts to more than they
pay the city in taxes. Franchises furnish
valuable channels for profitable invest-
ment, Whether the state is permitted to
grant exelusive franchises or not, most of
them are in their very nature exclusive.
franchises, for street railroads aye limited
by the oapacity of the street and tho con-
venience.of the publie. The occupation
of a street by gas and water ¢ompanies
prior to paving makes it all the more dif-
ficult for competition to follow, and con-
fivms o practical monopoly to the favored
company. The construction of every
line of railroad from one point in the
stute to another gives the company at
some points not interseeted by other
lines a close monopoly of the traflie.
The value of franchises will become
more clear to tho granting power as the
profits divectly derived from their posses-
sion are investigated. ‘The time is com-
ing when cities and legislatures generally
will take these specinl privileges and the
powers which they confer upon the
grantees into consideration in the levying
of taxes. A franchiselis property, and as
property should bear the burdens of the
state whose muintenance gives it protec-
tion and value.

Oupr Bpring Boom.

The real estate and house renting ad-
vertisements with which the eolumns of
the Beg are beginning to overflow, show
the setting in of a spring movement in
these lines which bids fair lo exceed any
which Omaha has ever experienced, It
is to be n great year this year of grace
1886, for the metropolis of Nebraska,
East and west are alike contributing new
capital to its resources. Investors are
discovering at last that thoy have over-
looked a profitable field and are pouring
in to take adyvantage of a rising market,

New commerowsl and manufact.
uring enterprises are steadily
putting in  their appenrance and

old ones uve enlarging their facilities for
business. The immigration boow in the
state outside of Omaha has already begun,
and Omabs will reap her full shave of the
benetits of the development of Nebraska,
Sho Las the position to do 5o, the founda-
tions upon which to build, and she is
rapidly learning to understand her com-
mercial strength and resources. Doub-
ling in population in five years the pres.
eut rate of inereanse is still greater.
Whether it is to be maintained will de-
pend  largely  uwpon  the push of
her  leading  citizens, the wisdom
of her municipal government, and
the good judgment ot her property
owners. The era of rapid growth in
Omaha was ushered in oy a wise and
comprehensive system of publie invest-
ments based on the experience of older
cities and fortunate in avoiding the costly
wistukes from which other communities
have suffered. Upon the development of
these on the same lines deponds largely
the future of the city. A wise cconomy
will seek to beautify Omahs with the
Lest pavements, to inercase her sanitary
advantages by the most approved sewer-
age systow, and to render her accessible
to the neighboring eountry by broad and
well  graded thoroughfaves for trade

4 r beavy capitulists,

und traftic. The spring opens with

math gy it bl o e
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preparations  advanced to  join  the
business part of the city to the southern
soction by the two viaducts whose con-
struction will add materially to the value
of a large but hitherto greatly noeglected
portion of Omaha. The boulevard scheme
is stoadily gaining in favor, and when
once entered npon we shall be assured of
the aystem of parks which wo have
needed so long. It is the strong feeling
of confidence in Omaha's future, induced
by an understanding of "hor present re-
markable growth, which is making itself
feelt in the steady rise in real estate, and
the large number of private improve-
ments under contract or in contempla-
tion.

The Reorganized Allinncoe.

The Nebraska Farmors' Alliance was
reorganized at Hastings Inst Wednesday
with & view to making its influence felt
in the next logislature, ns well us in the
cholee of congrossinon and state officers.
The fact that farmers of Nebraska have
boen burning corn for fuel this winter is
within it=elf a powerful appeal to the
salf-interest of overy farmer to seek a
remedy throngh legislation that will pre-
vont the railvoads from confiseating their
products by exorbitant rates. When the
Farmers' Allinnce was organized four
yoears ago it was crude and  withont
experienced leadership,  Still it made it-
self felt and respeeted, If it did not ab-
solutely reduce raiirond tarifls it stopped
the ruilroad managers from levying in-
croeased tolls,  In casting 20,000 votes for
its enndidatos, the alliance creatod o
wholesome respect for the farmer asa
political power. If the farmors of Ne-
braska will all join hands as they should,
for their own protection, they can com-
pel nominations next tall that will put
honest legislators in the placo of tho
rallroad cappers and monopoly hench-
men.  In reorganizing, the allinnce has
not committed itsolf to any particular
politieal ereedi Good republicans and
good democrals ecan  be members
of the alliance and remain faithful to
their parties so long a2 their parties do
not make themselves mere machines to
register the will of corporations. The
time has come when the Farmer's Alli-
ance must occupy the same position in
regard to the farmer as the Knights of
Labor do to the workingmen. Uapital is
always organized. Corporations are
always ready for concerted nction where
their mutual interests are concerned.
The farmers who constitute the bone and
sinow of the land must organize if they
desire to repel the aggression of organ-
ized capital,

WE cannot comprehend why the board
of public works persists in squanderine
the city's MonGy in needless advertising.
The city has a contract for advertising
at about one-hulf the legal rate. The
council awarded the contract to the BEg
beeause it reaches nlmost every house in
the eity, and because its columns give
grenter publicity to any announcement
than could possibly be had by ndvertising
in all the loeal papers put together.
In fact the BeEr circulates nearly
twice as many papers in Omaha as
all the other papers combined. With such
a medinm as the official paper the city
has no need of outside advertising, even
if were not morally ebligated under con-
tract to do all its advertising in the BEE.
But the board of public works, like some
other bodies we might name, likes to pa-
tronize all the papers at the expense of
the tax-payers, when, if it had to dive
into its own pockets, it would hesi-
tate to do so. But it is nol merely
squandering the tax-payers' money for

needless advertising, but paying two
prices for the work in readerless
papers,  Whnile the Bee under

its contract can only charge lifty cents
per square for city advertising with a
sliding seale downwards, the papers ll‘l.ll
have no contraet are, under the jaw, al.
lowed to charge ong gollar per square
and will doubtless collect it. This is
economy with & vengeance. The city is
always hard up and ean scarcely meet
running expenses, but it can throw
away a thousand or fifteen hundred dol-
lars a year on useless advertising just to
make the board of public works solid
with tho newspapers.

Sexator Joxes, of Florida, is still
making love in Detroit instead of making
laws in Washington. When it is stated
as a faet that the senator has during the
past few months sent to Miss DPalms
nearly a ton of his speeches, delivered
during his twelve years in the senate, we
are not surprised at the young lady’s re-
fusal of his heart and hand. Had he sent
her a carload of flower seeds from the agri-
cultural burean, or a train load of oranges
and a pet alligator from his Florida
plantation he might have eaptured Miss
Palms and her prospective fortune of
15,000,000, which is soon to come to her
from her septuagenarian father,

TaE struggle among the shoulder straps
to knock down the army plums in Wash-

scoro of eandidates for the coming briga-
dier vacancies are represented eithor in
person or by friends at the eapitol and
the war department is besieged by “in-
fluence” and bombarded with “records,'’
The best authorities agree that Howard
and Terry are on top for the two major
generalships,and Willeox, Merritt, Ruger,
and Ayv-es for the two brigadierships.

Juncr Coorey, of Michigan, left all
his ¢lasses at the Michigan university law
school lust week and took the lightning
oxpress for New York, Judge Cooley
has been offered §10,000 n yoar to act us
attorney for several large corporations in
that city. Railroads which pay for their
law by the year can overbid the average
educationsl institution and have o large
margin for “incidental expenses™ in their
logal departments,

———

ACCORDING to the Lincoln Journal, Ne-
braska has only three representatives in
congress, Manderson, Laird and Woeaver,
No one ever heard of Benator Van Wyok,
of course, and Congressman Dorsey as
compared with Jim Laird eannot even be
mentioned.

I

Next Thursday Grover Cleveland will
ecelubrate his first aunniversary at the
white house. The loaves-and-fishes de-

moeraey will congrainlate itself that
oue year of Grover has already run by,
.

It is & somewhat singular fact that in
railroad wars the cuts gre almost invari-
ably made to the wost. If it costs only
fifty dollars at presont for & first-cluss
passage from the Missouri river to the

Pacilic coast, why should not the passage

ington is distressing in its rivalry, A

from 8an Franolsco ta Omaha be fifty
dollure, instead of the 'old rate, wnioh 1s
almost double the we,a!z-hrmnd cut?

Sp after all Miller and Morton have
not kissed and made up. Mr. Morton
believes in harmony but it is the har-
mony which the lion feels when the lamb
is inside of him,

— e

ReArL estate still booms, but poor pave-
ments will give real estate a black eye if
Ompha is silly onongh to invest in the
wooden block idioey.

Wirn the hirst day of March comes the
inflated gas bill, The council may re-
duce the price but the meter lias got in
its work all the same.

The eity clection occurs wiithn five
wooks and registrars will soon 1ssue
their callsto the voters to enroll them-

sulves,
— e

PROMINENT PERSONS.
Tom Edlson 18 so deaf that it is by no
means an easy task to lnterview him.
Jay Gonld's daugbter does not spend two-
thirds of her 85,000 pin monaey.
1t is reported that Christine Nilsson will re-
tire from publie lifo noext year,

Theodore Tilton Is living quietly in France,
and will not return to Amerlea.

Sarah Bernhardt will come to this country
with the flowers that bloom in the sp.ing.

Bismarck costs Germany $18,000 a year—
hardly up to a big rallway officer's pay here.

The richest old maids in Philadelplia are
the Misses Phillips, who bave about $1,500,-
000,
Edison on the day of his marriage trans-
ferred to his wife 31,000,000 worth of real es-
tate,

Lord Gifford, Colonlal seeretary at Gibral-
tar, won the £25,000 prize in the last Spanish
lottery.

Mrs, Balrd of Philadelphia has a fortune of
82,000,000 made by her late locomotive-bulld-
ing husband.

Mme. Bernbardt 18 knitting a long purse—
and expeets to make 1,000,000 franes in her
Ameriean tour,

Governor Long, of Massachusetts, andmits
that he cantemplates writing & novel during
the coming spring.

John F. Betz, the five-millionaire of Phila-
delphin, is building a 855,000 mausoleum at
Liaurel Hill cemetery.

Gov. Fitzhugh Lee gives receptions every
Thursday evening, at which full dress suits
are consldered a necessity.

The late Willlam F. Weld of P’hiladelphia
was the rlehest man that ever dled In that
eity. He wns worth $53,000,000.

The widow of General Santa Anna isin
Mexico spending hor declining years in g
tocking ahaty ghioking clgareties,

W. T. Hornady, an.lown boy from Oska-
loosa, wrote “I'wo Years in aJungle,” a
book which has attracted much attention.

Mr. Watterson contlnued to lmprove, his
mind being entirely clear yesterday, He is
expected to be out again w!lhln a month,

Theodore Thomas is threatened with par-
alysis of his right arm because of such con-
stant use of it in condueting his orchestra.

Lady Dufferin, who takes a personal inter-
est in missions, Is now studying Hindustani
with Miss Thoburn, an American Methodist
niissionary. i

Mme. Ruttkay, sister of Louis Kossuth,
denies that her brother is living in poverty.
Ile is 83 years of age,and spends seven
hours dally in writing hig memoirs,

Col. Peter Metilashan, the last brigadier
whose commission was signed by Jeil Davis,
just before the fall of Richmond, is carrying
on a saddlery and harness business in Sa-
vannah,

Dr. Burnette, the California dentist who
filled the teeth of Preller, the vietim of the
St. Louls trupk  mystery, vefuses to come to
St. Louis to testify at the irlal unless heshall
be paid §15,000,

Bismarck has been reducing hisweiehs
His doctors say by the Ban'{%e system, but
the Now O'1%ng Picayune thinks he has
Viobably lost the combination of tne beer
vault loek,

Miss Cleveland has her quiet receptions as
well as publie levees, In which one can see
her and have a chance for a pleasant talk,
without the fealing that one must “*'move on"
and let somebody else come in,

Mr. Arnpld Morley, the new whip of the
liberals in the house of commons, is a young
and singularly handsome man. He Is o lnw-
yer, and has wor ked as diligently at that
profession as though he was poor and friend-
less instead of the son of a man whose in-
come is §1,000,000 a year.

—_————
Good and Bad.
Philadelphia Reeord,
A bad newspaper is bad eyery day in the
week and a good one good.
-—-———*——
Living Upon Traditions,
Boston Herald,

Both parties are living upon the traditions
of a name out of which all distinetive mean-
ing is gone,

—————————
Hello, There!
Papriliion Timea.

The state of Nabraska should grapple with
the telephone monopoly and reduce the out-
rageous telephone rentals,

xS i
Gen, Thayer for Governor,
Helbran Jowrnal,

(Gien, John M, Thayer |5 being spoken of as
acandidate for governor. The old general
would have lots of friends If he enters the

race.
e

The Use of lvory.
Piviladel phia Itceond.,

10 Central Afrien ivory is so little valued
that elephants’ tusks are nsed to poke rhe
fire, A wore advaneed elvilization marks the
use of lvory tor poker ships,

e
Be Carefal Where You Step.
Omaha Repblloan,

The ad-interim editor of the Heyald says he
has hins his ear on the ground hstening to
rumbles about Gardney frgm Washington.
The public will please be careful where they
step for a while,

e
United, Profitable and Serene.
Chicago Triliine,

The report that the Western Export Asso-
clation—that is, the whisky pool—has gone
to pleces 1s declared upfounded. Good wen
may fall, churches may be unable to pay their
debts, raflroads and telegraph companles
may become bankrupt, But the whisky pool
remulins united, profitable and serene.

The lv consistency of Phil. Armour,
St Louls Repulilioan,

Being asked the other day for the rule by
which he sucoseded in business, Armour, the
Chicago hog baron, réplied that it was to get
on God Almighty s side when God Almighty
was agalnst him, This was considered In
Chlcago sn extremely elevated form of ex-
pressing a plous sentiment. How My, Ar-
mour puts It in practice s illustratea by the
fact that he has just sent o man o Washing-
ton to lobby agalnst thoe American cow in the
iuterest of hog butter.

e e
Sensible Advice as to Care of Health
8, Louls Globe-Exmocorat.

Proper care of health I8 more lmpor-
taut at this than sny other season, for
& cold is easily contracted in the spring, sod

a cold may be the precursor of any one of a
dozen diseases. Exposures that at other sea-
sons wonld ba harmless, in the spring some-
times prove fatal, and it accordingly be-
hooves everybody, when the snows are dis-
appearineg and the raina bagin, to look after
his health. The Chiness roverse our medical
oustoms, and, with sound good sense, phy
their doctors for keeplng them well, the
salary of the medical man stopping the day
his patient goes to bed and beginning again
only when the sick man isable to atiend to
business, It were well if we, who mnke it
tho Interest of the dootors to keep us in b,
should generally adopt some such custom ns
that of the Chinese, and take more pains to
keep well than to get well when prostrated
by lllness, Much doctoring is to be doplored
but an oceasional overhauling of the system
by a physiclan Is advisable, no matter how
excellent the health, and there s no time
when thisean bo dona to better advantage
than In thespring.
S ——
Contented To-Day.

A C. Plekett in Indionapolis Journal,

Contented to-day.

Contented alway.

So does the maxim run,
And still it is as trua
As, when time begun,
The fault is in me and yon.

One day is the same as another,
Yosterday is to-day,

And to-morrow again, my brother,
In a day will be yesterday. '

T e
The Twin Monopolies,
Chiergo Tvibune,

Among the interesting matters brought
to the hght in the recont hearing before
the seerctary of the interior was the con-
tract between the Western Union and the
Bell Telephone company. This agree-
ment wns made in order to prevent ull
competition between the telephone and
the telegraph, and in this respect it has
been remarkably successtul. Jay Gould
is the autocrat behind both corporations,
and it is under one of his peculinr con-
tracte that they are required to work
hand in hand and furnish the puoblic
cheap service at high rates, The com-
pact was entered into Nov. 10, 1870, and
according to its terms it will run until
Nov. 1, 1806, Unless the government suit
B ainst the Bell company suceeeds the
allied corporations will hold sway for
ten years longer, with the Bell company
stibjeet to the dictation of the Western
Union.

Under the Jay Gould eompact the Beil
conmipany pays a royalty of 20 per cent,
on telephone receipts after deducting 30
per cent, for commissions and expenses,
A telephone costing £3.42 isrented by the
original Bell company for §14, and the
roi'nlly paid the Western Union is $1.96.
It 15 estimated that the latter corporation
has already recoived $1,500,000 in royal-
ties from the Bell company. It is under
the Jay Gould contract tlliﬁ[ the Bel] com-

any bleeds the vublie, and in turnis bled

y the Western Union. Doth corpora-
tions may be relied upon to put forth
their utmost efforts to defeat the govern-
ment suit, which, if successful, will does-
troy.the most rapacious corporate alli-
ance ever devised by the wizard of Wall
street. If for no other reason, the gov-
ernment suit will be a celebrated case be-
cause it involves the existence of ns
wealthy and powerful a combination us
wasever arraigned in a courtof justice in
the United States.

But the alliance between the Western
Union and the Bell company is not lim-
ited to the payment of royalties. It is
stipulatod that so far as the law will per-
mit the telephone company must not._ al-
low its wires to be used for sending
ordinary business messages, market, re-
ports, or news dispatehes in any case
where such competition would affect thg
Western Union, or the Gold & Stock Tel-
egraph company. Whenever the Bell
company receives n message to forward
h})‘ telegraph it must use the Western
Union hncs unless the sender otherwise
directs. Private telephone lines are lim-
ited to twenty-five miles and must not be
used by more than two firms or pave-
These stipulations explain -5 . --/hs

. g hy there
has been sp little w
the, lclm--'-‘ - lmprovement in

s wone service and  why the
cirly expectation that the means of com-
munication would goon be available for
long distunces remains unrealized. 1t
would be hard to name an important in-
vention which in the course of ten years
after being put to use met with as little
improvement as the twlephone. With
perfeoted wires and appliances messages
might be sent great distances by tele-
phone, but the Bell company is bound
only to charge extortionate prices but to
permit no improvement or extension of
its service. The only explanation wh
the Bell company ever entered into snch
on gZreement is that it feared an_attack
on its patents by the powerful Western
Union, and considered it better to divide
the “profits’ and protect itself by an al-
lianee with the telegraph monopoly.

AR ey
The "Retwreating Desort,”
Chicagn T'ribune,

Statemoents are put forth from time to
time that an inereased rainfall is pushing
the line of the arid lands further west
every year and furnishing new strips of
country for agricultural uses, The Hart-
ford Times publishes a letter from a
Kansas correspondent giving an secount
of the successful cultivation of lands in
western hansns herctofore supposed to
he arid, but it is noticeable that all these
experiments have been conducted east
of the minty-ninth meridian. Twenty-
five years ago the limit of the arid lands
was fixed between the ninety-ninth and
the one-hundredth meridians, according
to present indications it will be a long
time before farmoers ean ruise crops with-
out irrigation west of the latter line
anywhere between Mexico and Canada,
There has been un  increase in the rain-
fall, but not enough to convert raw prairie
and buffalo range into land that can e
used profitably for tillage, The soil con-
tains all the element of pliant growth, but
it cunnot be made prodoective without
liberal irvigation,  Atthe sume time facts
show that in Kansas and Nebraskn agri-
eulture has been earried west of the line
which was supposed a few years ago to
be the limit. ]n central Nebraska hny
and corn have been shiinpml from peints
west of the |1im,-|{'-nighl 1 meridian, and
in Kansas erops have been produced a
hittle further west.  However, the old
helief that farming eannot  be condueted
without irrigation west of the ninety-
ninth meridian still holds good, anil,
after full allowance is made for the in-
creased painfall, it muost be admstted
that the “retrenting desert' is disappoar-
:nf vory slowly.

I thodesert lands of the west are to be
reclaimed it must be by meuns of irriga-
tion, and the rapid exhanstion of the pub-
lie domain will soon make this matler
one of great practical importance,  The
Desert Land act should be nmended.  As
the law now stands it applies only to the
states of California, Oregon, and Nevada,
and the territories of Washington, ldaho,
Montana, Utab, Wyoming, Arizona, New
Mexico, and Dukotn,  Bome provision to
encourage irvigation should be mude nlso
for Kunsas, Nubraska, Texuas, and the In-
dian Territory, which is eortain to be
opened to settlement bofore many years,
The requirements of the acl  are
that lands natwrally  pro-
duective are entered a3 desert lands,
and in other instances the entry is
maude to seoure the land for grazing pur-

weté  aud withont any intention  of
irvigating it.  The law permits single en-
tries of 640 acres, and allows three years
in which to muke wnroof of reclumation.
By having each cowboy muke an ontry n
caltlo gompany can seoure the oxclusive
use of a Jurge grazing tract for threo

s0  loose

yeurs, sud forfeit it only when called

upon to show that erops have been pro:
duced by firrigation, It was supposed
that to encourage irrigration largo entries
must be allowed, but a general water
supply when once established can be
mrmg by the owner of 160 nores, as well
as by & farmer Imldin{; four times as
miuch land. The ‘refreating desert’’
will disappear only before a genoral
system of irrigation, and in order to se-
eure this the desort I[and act will require
some radieal smendmeonts,

-
Deluded Ratlroad Officials,
Chitedga Newes,

Now that our railroads have under:
taken, in the teeth of the constitution, to
impose a tariff on beof dressed at the
west in favor of eastern abattoirs and
butehers, why may not thoy extend its
beneficent provisions to other products
of western manufacture—say  bacon,
leather, glue, and the various forme of
iron and steel manufacturest To be
sure, the constitution of the United
States provides that no state “'shall lay
nny imposts or duties on imports or ex-
ports.'” Yot now come these great rail
road corporations with their discrimina.
tions for or ngainst the manufactures of
certain sections—such is the dressod beof
of the wost and the pig iron of the sonth
—and deliberntely proceed to nullify the
constitition by doing what it expressly
decrees shall not be none.  In the mean-
time are not the oflicials of these trunk
lines treading on dangerous ground?
I'hey nmi‘ for the moment think that the
seryant s groater than his lord, the
eroature greater than its ereator. Never:
thoeless, it will tnkr: bmt afew more such
aots  as  this  diserimination against
wostorn drossed beef to atterly d-i‘upos-
sess thom of any such delusion,

—t—
A Portrait of Castelar.

Accompanying a frontispiece portrait
of Spain's greatest orator, in the March
Contury, ate two papers, from one of
which, by A. A. Adee, we quote the fol-
lowing: "1t was my good fortune to meet
Castelar in the antumn of 1869, when he
was flushed with the triumph of ‘the
greatest effort of his life,' his forvid
speech on the Spanigh constitution, The
tirst impression one has on seeing him is
that nature has exhausted hersolf in
building a perfect machine for human
voeal utterance.  Slightly above the
middle height, and stoutly built without
positive corpilence, his notably eroct
carringe gives to his splendidly vounded
chest seemingly titanie proportions, The
effect 1s enchanced, porhaps, by Ihis
hubit of woaring a low-cut waistecoat and
a slender Ill'l‘blil’, leaving o snowy
expanse of linen, on which a rare ink-
spot at times attests the absorbing
character of his studious pursuits.
low collar shows the prominent sinews
of a neck of almost taurine contour.
Square, powerful jaws enframe a large,
straight-cut mouth. The lips, slightly
sensuous in their fullness, are 11I\lkllil .
den by o heavy moustache of wivy, dark.
brown hair, curved enough to relieve it
from the suspicion of bristliness, He is
always clean-shaven ag to cheek and
chin, which mnkes the clearness of his
slightly florid complexion more noticea-
ble, and brings into relief aronnded
button of o mole just below the left
corner of his mouth., 1 saw no trace of
stubble on his face, even in  the saddest
days of the republic, when he, the res-
ponsible head of its power, saw the iney-
itable end approaching and, like poor
Lincoln after Fredevieksburg, might
have said, CIf there is & soul out of hell
that sufters more than I, God pity him.’
His head, thrown well back, tip-tilts hie
nose more than uature intended. It
might be o better nose, but he secms
to be satistied with it.  The eyes are
limpid, neither strikingly large
nor dark, but they have n
way of looking one frankly through and
though, as with sclf-consciousness of in-
tegrity of convictions.  Well-rounded
brows slope upwards into o somewhat re-

noarly against which wo had landed. T
went on board, and was mel by him at
the door of the Indies’ eabin, in which
thers were besides himsaolf two or three
membeors of his staff.  Other officers may
have entered aftorward. He appeared
to ronlize that he was boset by a pressing
danger, and manifested by manner moroe
than in words that he wasrolioved by m

arrival as indicating the near approac

of succor; but there was nothing in hi

deportment that the circumstances wou)

not have justified without disparagesment
to the charneter of a eonrageous soldier.
Certainly thore wasnone of that masterly
confidence which has since beon pssumoed
with refercnce to the occasion, After the
first salution, and as 1 walked to a seat,
he remarked that he had just come in
from the front, and held up his sword to

call my attention to an  indentation
which ~ he said  the seabbard had
roeceived from a shot, T did not pare

tieularly notlee it
about the progress of the battle
and requesting him to send steamers to
bring up Crittenden's division, which
was coming into Savannah as 1 loft, [ pro-
posed that wo should go ashore, As wo
resched the gangway [ noticed that the
horses of himsclf and his stalf were being
taken ashore. He mounted and rodo
away, while [ walked up the hill; so that
I saw him no more until the attack oo-
enrred at the landing late in the evening.
I state these particulars of our meating
with so muech detail because a totally in-
correct version of the place, manner,
and substance of the Interview huas been
usod to give a false lmpression of the
state of the battle, and a false coloring to
wrsonal traits which are assumed to
inve had the issuein coutrol,”
e
The Tallless Cattle of Florida,

The Present: “T noticed yestorday some
eattle here in Jacksonville, and thought
that, aside (from their leanness and di-
minutive sizo, there was something elso
peculiny about them, and studied for some
time until 1 suddenly discovered that
there were some of thom minus tails; oth-
ors looked us if they had about half of
that useful appendage cut off, In acoun-
try where flies and mosquitoes are ns
plentiful as they must be here I think it
no less than downright eruelty for people
to treat the poor ereatures in this shame-
less manner. "

My remarks were greoted with a roar
of laughter. “Bless your heart my young
friend, the people don't do that, it's the
alligators."

“Alligators, " said I, astonished.

“Yes, the alligators.”

“How can that bhey"

“Oh, they grab thom when they are
feading in the water "

*And bite ofl their tails, I suppose?”

“Yes, they do. You see they creep up
80 guiotly that the eattle do not noties
their approach, and the first thing the
animal is aware of is a jerk in the rear.
He tries to got away but it is of no use.
the harvder he pulls the tighter the alli-
gutor holds on, until the appendage

ives way and the conqueror swims off

and after inqguirin

mp[iy."
“Highly interesting sight, 1 should
think." .

“Well, rather, as the question of
ownership is  often  highly disputed,
though I never saw n cnse yot in which
the cattle camo ofl victorious,"!

————aes.
A Kansas Soldier's Fate.

Kansas City Times: “I finally reached
Kaunsas, and enlisted in a Kansas rogi-
ment, where I served during the war. On
my way I met a tall, bony, awkward
looking young fellow who said he ‘was
born in Maine, who, like myself, was
anxions to enlist,  We tradged along  to-
gether and enlisted.  The war sepurajed
us, and I have never honrda anything
about him. His name was Ned Mornll;
do you know of such & man? 1 wonder
if lie ever amounted to nnythings'!

“Were his initinls ‘E. N.," Morrilli"
queried George Peck

ceding forehend, made more conspicuQus
by baldness.  One looks, aud sie-

e - { punta* ~us for
;II_I,‘.I-E“I(";«:;:LIII.I.E"R fra -wi bulk of Wob-
It is A" . s chin, too, is inadequate.

weteately rmnuiud, but there onght
to be more of it. If he had possessod
Serrano’s forehead and chin, the Spanish
republic might have been a living thing
to-day.

“But his volee! Liks Salvini's, once
heard it is never to be forgotten. Wheth-
er in the softly modulated tones of con- )
versation, when the peculinr Andalusian
accentation is now and then eharacterist-
ie, or rising to the sober foree of demon-
strative declpmation, or trembling with
feeling, or sweoping all before it in a
wild Niagaraof invective, it is always roes-
onant. His slightest whisper pietees to
the furthest eorner of the hall of depu-
ties, his fiercest Boanerges blust is never
harsh. 'This orator found his chiefest im-
plement roady fashioned to his use, He
noever had to 1ill his mouth with sea-shore
pebbles,

S e A
Betting onfAnother Man's Game,
Chicago Herald: “Boys, it isn't always

safe to gamble on the greenness of coun-
try chaps,” remarked s drummer in the
smoking car; “only last week I wasinn
little town down in Missouri, and the bar-
room of the hiotel was full of the gawks
of the town, I workedsoveralsmart little
snaps for drinks that would not have
caught a .-'in%:]u stuicker n a city, and had
pegun to think myself in lnck. After
awhile T heard a couple of follows dis
puting aboutsomething and I asked them
what the row was nbout.

“Jim, here’ says one, ‘declares he kin
go out and puce off a quarter of a mile
an' come in two feot of the actual meas-
urement. He's abraggin’, and kin never
do it, stranger. I've just bet him 5 he
can't; will you hold I.flu stukes?

1 oa good denl rather put up $235
against him, suys I; there's no man liv-
g ean pace ofl 50 correetly us that,’

‘I go you the §25, suys the fellow
they called Jim, promptly pulling out
hiz money, and of course I couldn't back
out. So the $50 was staked with the
landlord and we went ont to see him

l:u.cu. We hunted garound and found a

wenty-foot pole, and Jim went into the
middle of the streot in front of the hotel
and nsked me which way he should go.

1 told him I didn't eare, und after we had

marked the spot he started oft paeing

very daliberatoly and with mueh enntion,

We followed him wp with the pole,

mensuring after him. Pretty soon he

stopped, stood still and waned for us,
calling oul that that was his quarter-
mile lmit, In a few minutes we had
measured up o him, and what do you
suppose the distanes was?  Thirtean
hundred and twenty feet to an inch—
exactly a quurter of a mile. 1 had
lost s elear as & whistle, and 1 thought
it the most wonderful feat T had ever
witnessed. Befors leaving town, how-
over, 1 discovercd how the thing wus
done, Jim was able to puee that quarter
of a mile to an inch because he had eare-
fully mossured it off’ with the same pole
wa had used, and marked the two ends
in & way known only to himself. fore
than that, he had measured from n oor-
tain spot in front of the hotel in three
direetions, und was thus prepared o go

|mi' way his vietim ight select,  The
follow who ber the $5 with bim was o

roper-in, and 1 wasn't the first man they
had mude a sucker of, by n long shot. 1'l]
have revenge on that town if 1 haye to
start up a skin faro layoul or a drug store
there, you see if Idon't.”

e s
Buell's Meeting With Grant at slaloh,

From General D, C. Buell's article in
tha May Centory, entitled “Shiloh Re
viewedl, " we gquote the following: “Albout
half-way up we met o stream urlugil:\.m
that poured i a constuntly swelling cur-
vent along the west bank of the viver

P'hio mouth of Suske crock was full of
them swinming across, We arvived st |
the landing about one o'clok. I inquired
for Generwl Grant, and was informed
that be was on his beadgquarters bony,

"E.'. 5 LA R L] -
AT Exnotlv copuied the man; “Edward

. Morrill was the name he enlisted
under."’

1 am very sorry to convey unpleasant
intelhigence of your old comrade,'" re-
joined  George DPoeck  mourntully. *“I

now Morrill well. He went to the bad,
and is now doing time in what Don
Platt, the editor, used to cull the *Cave of
the Winds.'

“Is that . penitentiary?” queried the
man,

“Not exactly,” replied the wngeish
Peck. “Far worse than a penitentiary.
Morrill was orderad away from home by
the people and is a miserable, wratched
pongressman from  Kansas. What a
horrible fate for a promising soldier of
the uniont*

The Same Only Different.

Chiengo Merchant Traveler: A young
muan, dubbling in real estate and known
financially quite well by Phil Armour,
wont into that gentleman’'s office Intely,

“I've hit a groat chance (o invest in a
picce of property that will double in
value in a year," he said excitedly.

“Yes,” replied Mr, A, quietly,

“*House and lot, dirt cheap, on Grand
boulevard."

“Yes," responded Phil again.

“Owner cnught in the market and
foreed to sell.”

i“'(:“‘ll

“Nobody knows anything about the
chanee but me."’

“Yes, "

“All I need is encugh to bind the bar-
gain.”

“Yes"

“Could you let me have a thousand?"

"YES,"

“That's good."

.‘Y“B. "

“When ean I get 1t%"!

“Not at all. I'suid that T could Jet you
have it, but T didw't say 1 would. Belter
go and see somebody elso, Good:by,"

et b e s el
Gon, Vilas Expressca Himaelr,
Washington Republican: Col. E, H,

Hawkins, of Alexandria, stated to a re-
porter yesterdny that he called on the
'I{Jﬁlmllﬁlt'l' general Tuesday lnst in the
nterest of a young Virginian and life-
long demoerat, who was secking a subor-
dinnte position in the post oftice depart-
mont, and the following conversation oc-
curred:

“Mr. Vilas," said Col. Hawkins, “won't
you give this young man u placey'!

SNo!" said the Postmuster general,
Yhis is no stms-house,

“And the young man isno pauper,’” re
plied Col, Hawkins. *“Now, Mr. Post
master generil, at your door sits a color-
ol republjean, Silus Ross by name."

SAnd that pigger will remain there ns
long a# 1 wm ut the head of the post ofico
department,’’ replied the Postmuster gene
erul.
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