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E. ROSEWATER Editor

Bn;ln Most is most too fresh for
Amaotica, ~
Husezrt has been endorsod by hia
constituents, The question is who
will endorse the constitnenta,
S —————

I'eer whisky and tobacoo and heavy
taxes on clothing and iron is a plank
which will sink any party platform
with the party too deep for political
resurrection.

——

It in stated that several of the sena-
torial eandidates are running on their
record beforo the war. The record of
s nomber cince the war would make
lively, if not instruc'ive reading.

—

Tux savings more than the earninga
of the people show the prosperity of
the country, Daring the past year
Massnchusetts savings banks have In-
creased their deposits $10,000,000,

f R —

Bex Burter haa cocked his eye on
the extravagaat officlal expenditures
of Massachusetta, and those who ooght
to know say that something will be
heard to drop with a heavy t.hu"‘n-
fore the leavea begin to sprout.

Dave Burier, the aweet singergot
the Bouth Platte Israel, is raising
duloet voloe in the highest straina
antl-monopoly minstrolsy. David

the fiftieth original slmon pure aniv

recognition on the ground of his un-

MAKE HARTE SLOWLY.

The legislatare having organized has
settled down to the work of the session
and ta prepiriog to formulate legitla-
tion on the Issaes which sreno vital
to the welfara and prosperity of the
producera of the state, The questiona
of amending our prerent rpilroad laws

and of nsocuring tho passage of a
now revenne bill are of the
highest importance. Both tonch
the pockots, dlirectly or in-

directly of every citizen of Ncbrasks,
and affeot the mceumulation and dis-
tribation of wealth among all
olnsnoa of our people, The passags of
the Doane law at the last gession was
the first practioal wtep towards the so-
lation of ona phase of the railrond
problem. It esmmitted tho people of
the state to further legialation, and
voioed the strong intention of oar
voters to earb the disoriminations and
extortions of iosolent corporations.
After a trial of two yoars, several
defeots which could only have been
made olear by its operation are found
to exist In the law, and there is a oall
either for ita amendmeat or for the
passage of a more ocomprehonsive
measure,

Tar Ber urges upon the legislature
to ‘‘make hpsteslowly.,” Hasty legis-
Iation is penerally not well digested
logislation, Lawa formulated in a
hurry are apt to be declared void by
the courts with almost ¢qual rapidity,
or are found to defeat thelr end by
thelr crudencss, The pacple demand
the enactment of measures which will
be ndeyuate to remedy the evils un-
der which they are suffering, They
demand of their representatives laws
shaped In the light of experiencs, and
drawn to stand the test of the courts,
Such measures oannot be considered
in & single mesting of & e>mmittes, or
drafted in half an hour on a sheet of
foolsoap.

There are enough able, honest and
willing men at Lincoln to frame the
proper kind of bills and to push them

throngh to a suocessfal passage, What

the anti-monopolists need especlally

to guard against is the flooding of the

oalendar with crude and hastily com-

plled measures framed to fall to pieces

on this very scaount and engineered

in the interests of the corporations,

"| Tur Bee repeats that it will pay to

make haste slowly.

ould not pass each other in the street

monopolist who has filed his olaim lob}l‘r was said that the Roman Augurs

swerving adherence to interesta of the
sufferivg producers,
—

I¥ we are not greatly mistaken the
Douglas county delegation will have
something to say upon the question of
reforming our dlsreputable justices
courts and limiting the courts in citios
of the firat class to 8 number at which
a living oan be made by the justioes
without flzecing litiganta and defylng
every prinolple of law and equity.

Sexaronr Loeax has concludad tell-
ing what he doesn't know sbount the
- Fitz John Porter affalr, and can now
pit easily in his chair for the rest of
the sesslon. It ls not probable that
the senator's argument has changed
single vote. The present oorgress
will miss a great opportunity to do
justioe to » oruelly wronged mau if
they pass over to their sucoessors the
reparation of the Injury done to: Gen.

Manasses,

ithout laughing at the gullibility of
ths people who allowed themselves to
be: impcaad uwpon by their religious
p ions, We do not beliave that
Mes Pendleton and Bayard ocan
look twch other in the face as they
prate about the new olvil service re-
form bill without a similar feeling,
It leading provisions are alresdy laws,
and can be found the Rovised
Statutes of 1863, and 1871,
They have remalned a dead letter
because every menator and oongress:
man knows that they are impractioal.
The new additions are prolix, cum-
bersome and mechanlcal, The entire
measure falls to touch the root of the
ovils complained of. It affecta only
one:tenth of the cflivera in the clvil
It aims to accomplish ita
o oxpense of vigor and re-
lity, while It cffors no hope
higher class of appolntmentis,
which the majority of the evils
eilliot the civil service emanate,

eral Porter over twenty years ago at)

EE——

Moxey in tight and oredits
being contracted. Many manufaot
ing industries have been stimula
into overproduction und the
living has been greatly increase
speculative corners engineered b
scrupulous jobbers and manip,
at the expense of the food and
of the poor. Under such olro
the trade outlook for the co
is not as encouraging as was exyioted
and much cemplaint Ia hesrd iy com-
meroial centors. Eeonomy in expend.
itores, and a judiclous contraction of
credita will atill stave off panlc for
years to come,

—

Tux Oleveland Leader haa jolned
the caravan of papers that are ming-
ing the pralset of the Nebrasks high
license law. In the course of an ex-
tended editorial it says: “On the
whole It is a question whether such an
act as this, properly lived up to and
eunforoed, Is not ma beneficlal as &
prohibitory law, the suescessful en-
forcoment of which has always been
questionable and Is still fuvolved in
doubt. The wsuccess which has
sttended the experlment of a high
ligense law in Nebraska is certalnly
worthy of thoughtful consideration at
this time, when the disposition
snd regulation of the liquor tradio
is so much attention, It
is ovident that with the present state
of publio sentiment it cannot be sup-
pressed. Experience has demon-
sirated, however, that it can be) con-
trolled and restrioted, and the most
rationsl way todo w0 s to impose
upon it s tax whereby it will be made
to bear a proper proportion of the ¢x-
penses of the' loeal government snd
state lostitubions, and &t the same
time msake the venders responsible for
dumages sud violations.” The Ohi-
oago Tribune, B, Louis Kepublican,
nd. & soore of other promineut papers
are ¢qually complimentary. Blocumb's
mush abused baby has grown to be
quite » famons stripling.

be relieved by its operation,
e

Tax Bpanish-Amerlean claims com-
{ssion has explred after an existence
of eleven yosrs, during which its mem-.
bers worked three hours a day and
drew thelr salary with commendable
regularity, The commission grew out
of the Uaban insurrection which took
place prior to to 1871, and was estab.
lished to adjodicate the olaims of
Amerloan ocitizens agatnat the Spanish
suthorittes for alleged injuries done to
person and property. Many of the
olalms wero put In by naturalized
Cubans, whose habit It was to spend a
part of each year In this country and
the remainderin Oauba. The question
as to whether these men became
Amerioan citizens of good . faith led to
the innumerable dlsoussions and con-
troversier which lengthened out the
lite of the commission. Although
many of the claims fell through on
soconnt of the doubts on
this partioular point,’ yet It is held
that as oltizans sll such persons are
encitled to the protection of our gov-

ernment,
e ——————

OoxsrperATION of the new gas or-
dinance was agaln postponed at the
Iast meeting of the city oouncil for
another week, We fall to understand
what logitimate canses for delay ex-
Ist, Itis over six weeks sinoe the
proposition of the new company was
pressnted to our people and laid be-
fore the councll. Public policy and
popular sentimen: both demand that
the rights ssked on behalf of men
who desire to give Omaha cheap’ wnd
better gas shonld be grauted. Yt there
are any good ressonus why our people
do not want a compsting ges company
let them be produced. They ocan
then be examined and sifted
But this dilly dallying for consnita-
tion and relerencos and amendments
aud new opinions of the city attorney
upon questious which can never be
ralsed is glving rise to much comment
among our people which is far from
complimentary to the new couneil
Tue Bex haa no doubt that when the

ordinanse is ones squarely befors the
sounell it will be promptly parsed
without materlal opposition.  The
quicker this Is done, the better for all
hands round,

The Pension Business.
Now York Evening Pest

Every man who hae sacrificed his
oapneity to support himself in the
military servios should bs properly
taken owre of, Bat no nation in the
world has beon no lavish in the por
formanoce of that daty as this Kapub
lie, Never hes thers been anexamyple
of bounties so exorbitant, of a pension
roll #o large, of uccess to it 9 eany,
sud of panston reten so high, The
genorality of those who merved the
gountry in the field are satisfisd with
what ban been done and do not ask
for mora, That the claim agents have
not the interesta of the soidiers, but
their own in view, goes without say-
Ing.

There is now a strong offort mado
to seccure leginlation puitlog en the
ponsion rolls all the “surviving”
soldiers of the Mexican and of Indian
wars, s well a8 the widews of those
who are dead, unless they got married
again, The only condition in that the
applicant shall prove 30 days' military
sorvioe of some sort during such wars,
If such a law is passed, it will only be
tho forerunner of one to be passed a
few years hence putting on the pen-
sion rolls all the sarviving wsoldiers of
the war of the rebelllon, just as the
laws pensionlng all the surviving
revolutionary soldiers and those of
the legialation now proposed,

There is no principle of equit

which entitles a soldier, whose health
has not been Injured in the line of
duty, to a pencfun merely for having
sorved in & war, He roceived his
stipulated pay just as any other pub-
lic sorvant did for stipulated work.
He recetved honorable distinotlon {f
he performed his duty well, Thereis
no more rexson why he should receive
a pension for having ‘‘survived” the
performance of hir duty in o war than
thers is for paying a pension to a man
“‘surviving' the performanos of his
duty on a surveying expedition. The
meoro fact that he has "survived” the
war for 30 or more yeara shows con.
cluslvely that the war did mnot hurt
him much. Moreover, under the 30
daya’ service clause, any man who had
hung about & commissary store or a
recraiting station for a month, and had
a good, comfortable, and somolimes
even profitable time of it, would be
entitled to the same pension with the
man who had to sleep In the snow and
to expoao his life In battle, No nation
in the world pays pensions on so fool-
ish a principle,
Membern of oongress should by this
time have learned that they can make
no political of value by favoring such
schemes, When the nrrears bill was
passed many republicans undoubtedly
thooght that thelr party could not
affurd to oppose a measure which, ns
thoy thought, had the ‘‘soldier ele-
ment” behind it. What has been the
result! Huaa the arreara bill in any
way served to saye the republican
porty from defeat at the late electione]
On the contrary, the arrears bill, for
which the republicans were in a great
measure held responsible, was one of
the most prominent items in the oata-
logue of republican sina.

TELEGRAPH NOTES.

Bpecial Dispatchos to Tis Ban.

La Cunure, Quebes, January 3,—Fred-
erick Mann, the murderer of the Cook
family at Little Redenu, yesterday, was
osptured. Mann is an Fnglishman enly
17 yenrn old,

New Youx, Janusry 8.—The National
Cigar Maleers' ansociation protests against
outting off the ad valorem duty on im.
ported oigars,

GaLvisToN, January 8. —Tom Beymour
wai shot dead in the hospital ward to-day
by » patient named Morrison, sent there
deranged a short time ngo,

Negw Yong, Jaouary 8.—Mr F. A,
Sohwab leaves for Chiesgo in the morning,
to sssume the duties of business manager
of Mrs, Langtry.

Avuursra, Me,, January 3.—The repub.
licnn caneus nominsted United States
3enator Frye, and the fusionists nomi-
nated Harrls M, Plaisted for United
Htatea sepator,

B ——

The Iron Intereat.
Special Dispateh to Tux Ban

Priuaperraia, Janvary 3.—A call
for a meeting of all makers of pigiron
for sale In the open market whose far-
naces are located east of Pitiaburg was
issuod to-day to be held in New York
on Friday next. The oall Is signed
by elghten prominent companies and
producars of pig wron,

Pirrsnuro, January 3. —Tho Waest-
orn Iron smsoclation met to.day and
reafirmed the 2} selling rate of iron.
They also adopted a memorlal to be
presented to  congress  protesting
agalnst a reduction of the tarlff on tin
plates, In the memorial it is claimed
that the tin plate indastry is lost to
this country by the misconstruction
of the law of 18G4, which originally
fixod the duty st 24 cents per pound
and that it lies In the power of con-
groas to provide a livelihood for 100,-
000 people of the United states by
affording the tin plate industry pro-
teotlon,

The Bandwioch Apostle.

Bpicial Dispatch to Tus Ban

Derrorr, Mich,, Jonuary 8.—A let.
ter just recelved at Niles, this atate,
by relatives, announce tho death of
Rev, Titus Coan at Hilo, Bandwigh
Ialands, December 2d, aged 82, Dr,
Coan was a well known missionary of
the Amerioan board and had been
known for years as the apostle of the
Bandwich

e A A —
The Tabor Divoroes

Bpecial Dispatch to Tus Bas.

Dexver, Janvary 3.-—By mutual

vement, Mrs, Augusta L, Tabor
obtained a divorce from her husband,
Governor Tabor, the alimony being
$2,600,000, Bhe asked for one mil.
lion, but seemed satisfied with the
compromise. She withdrew all offon-
sive charges, and previous suits lapas,

o —

The Failuves of 1882

Spovial Dispateh to Tun Bas,

New Yorx, Janusry 2.—The mer-

cantile failures of the year just clossd

are for the United BStates, 6 788/

in number a8 ageinst 0,682 o 1881,

The liabilities in the United Btates

are for the last year $101,000,000 as

compared with $51,000,000 in 1881,
b e S

A Murdered Buspect,

Bpwolal Dispatoh to Tus Line

Biviasamors, January 3.—John

Bheridau, Jr., sn ex-surpect, was found

murdered gear this ) He had

been recently ovioled. Two arrests

OBLIVION'S ECHO.

[ Comtinned from Firsl Page. ]

to which you are roferred for addi-
tional information.
HECHETARY OF BTATE,

The report of the secretary of atale
embodies important details coneerning
the business of that department, and
sontsine resommendations which are
the results of long experimencs in
conneetion with state aflales, An
alaborate plan for lotting state print-
ing ocontrasts, covering all kinds «f
work of thia oharacter, is anbmitied
by the secretary and is worthy of eon-
sideration

It is rocommended by the secretary
that the present limitation apon the
number of notariea public for each
county be removed. In viow of the

fact that the guots is ampls for some
counties and not aufficient for others,
the law shonld bo amended b as to
allow a larger number to be appointed
in emch county, or the limitation
should be wholly removed. The basis
upon which the quota is fixed under
the oxiating law is variably and un-
satiafactory. Thevote in some of the
connticas was lighter at the late elec.
tihn than st the election of 1880, and
the quota of notarles is decreased,
although the population is undoubted-
ly greater than it was at that time,
Tho secretary recommends the re-
peal of the act of 18G9, providing for
an annusl state census, as the law is
inoperative in some counties, the re-
turns therefore being of little value,
Instead of an annoal oonsus it is
recommonded that a state censns be
taken taken in the year 1885, and
overy ton yeara thereafter, thus alter-
nating with the United States consus,

HTATE LIBRARY,

The report of the state librarlan
shows 21,487 volomes now on the
shelves of the library, It has been
recontly arranged In more commo-
dious quarters on the ground floor of
the east wing, snd comprises a large
number of very valuable and im-
portant works, I heartily endorse the
recommendations of the librarian rel-
ative to the boilding up of its Ne.
braska departmont of history, and
trust that the ocitizsns of the state
will add thereto by volantary contri-
bations of reliable data covelrng im-
portant evonts in the history of the
stato,

ETATE INSTITUTIONS,

The management of the charitable,
reformatory and penal institutions of
the s'ate during the past two years,
has been without exteption eminently
natiafactory.

HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,

The biennial report of the superin-
tendent of the hospital for the Insane
will inform you in regard to the man-
agement and wants of that inatitu-
tlon. On the 30th of November,
1880, there wera 10: patients. During
the two yeara following, 238 were re-
ceived, 160 discharged, 1 escaped and
44 died, leaving 273 in the hoapltal,
November 30, 1882, The superin-
tendent has been able to receive all
insane persons whom he has been ask-
ed to admit, The hospital tarm has
been very produstive during the past
yoar and the crops produced have ma-
terially decreased the average cost of
maintaining the inmates.

I invite special attention to the rec-
ommendations of the superintendent
in relatlion to building an engine
house and providing an amply supply
of waterr These recommendations

are ered very important, as a
d;...m oonnngr?uonp?- liable to

originate in the boilar room, which is
now in the center of the basement of
the main building.

The rew wings of the hospital pro-
vided for by the legialature at its last
regular sassion are rapidly approsch-
ing completion, It will be your duty
to make suoitable provision for fur-
nishing and preparing them for occu-
pation.

The suoperintendent’s report shows
that there has been considerable diffi-
culty and much irregulsrity in making
colleotlens from the several counties of
amounts due the state for the support
of their insane, Bome of the most
populous and wealthy counties, having
the largest nuomber of inmates, pay
the smallest amounnts for that purpose,
This evil should be promptly cor-
rected,

The generous policy heretofore pur.
sued by the state for the purpoee of
smeliorating the condition of the in-
sauo has been highly creditable, and I
trust that the same fostering care will
continue to be exercised In providing
for the wants of this institution.
Much important information concern:
ing the business mansgement of the
hospital, including » detalled state-
ment showing the crop yield of the
farm oconnected therowith, will be
foond 1n the steward's report,

The average cost per oapltaper week
of maintaining the inmates of the asy-
lum, including salaries and expenses
of every kind, duriog the past iwo
yearn, has been $3.244,

INSTITUTE FOR THE DEA¥ AND DUMBS,

At the regular session of 1881, the
legislature provided for the construc.
tion of an additional butlding in con-
nection with the institote for the deaf
sod damb, The building bhas been
erected snd completed ocontract
under the general supervision of the
board of public lands and bulldings,
and is now partly ocoupied. It isas
brick strocture forty-two fest (42) by
sixty-six (66), with basement and three
atorivs. An mﬁm&ﬂm lm;’ :l:o

of furni new build-
Ip::]i):“ueodod. Other valuable im-
provements have been mads, and the
tostitute is generally in & very satis-
fagtory tion. It ls recommended
by the principal that an additional
smount of land contiguous to the in-
stitute be purchased for its beneifit, A
vumber of interesting features have
been added to the methods of iustrue:
tion. The use of the veeal organs has
been taught with the aid of the audi-
phone, and the experimont has been
remarkably sucoessful,

A printing office is successlully
operated by the pupils sud they are
issuing a semi-monthly journsl which
is very croditably conducied, aud sll
expenses connecied with its publica.
tlon are met by subsoriptions and ad-
vertieing patronage. The total num-
ber of pupils iu attendance 8 —, an
ingrease of — over the number report-
ed two yoars ago, The average cost
per capits per week of malntensnoe of
inmates has been §3.50,

Appligations bave been made to se-
oure the admission of feeble-minded

bave besn made.

children and I esrocetly endorse the

opinion exprossed by the principal
that the timeo has arrived when an in-
stitution for this olass of unfirtonates
should be organized either on sn in-

dependent basis or in connection with
some other atate charituble instito-
tions.

INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND,

The edneational and indastrial de-
partments of the ipstitute for the
blind have boen condusted with grati-
fying sucoess, In addition w obiain-
ing & thorough edueation the pupila
are becoming proficient in various
branches of industry, and a majority
of them will become welf-aupporting
The number onrolled at tho preseit
time ia twenty-five, Tho principal
asks that an sppropristion of §3.000
b3 made for the parpose of providing
the building with steam apparatis
The aversge cost par capita per week
of maintaining the inmates during the
past two years has beon 86,33,

STAYR WEFORM SCHOOL

In acoordapes with the aotof the
legislature of 1881, providing for the
organizition cf a state reform school
at Koarney, the board of public
landa and haildings on the 20th of
Aprll of that year, appointed Hon.
Gao, W. Oolling, superintendent, and

also appolnted the subordivate officors
authorizad by said act. The school
was formally opened in June, 1881,
and has been sucossafully operated
since that time, There are now thirty-
seven inmatcs, and the cepacity of the
bullding Is only sufficient to comfort-
ably sccommodate thirty. The con-
struoction of a bailding or buildings
sufficient for one hundred and fifty 1-
mates is- recommeonded by the board
of public lands and bulldings and also

by the superintendent, The"tend-
oncy of the reform school to
ropress and prevent the ocom-
mission of orime Is Indisputable,

and |f supported on a liberal scale it
will prevent large expenditaras for the
punishment of hardened oriminals, If
viewed only from a homane stand-
point the school should havo every en-
couragement, as it enables the state to
resoue & Ilarge number of childsen
from vicious surroundings and gives
them the advantages of a good educa
tion together with well eatabilshed
habita of industry.

Your attention is directed to the
faot that while the law provides that
the ntate sh.ll pay all neccssary ex-
pensen connected with the trauspor-
tation of juvenile offenders sent to
the reform school, no appropriation
has been made for that purpose,

PENITENTIARY,

Uader the effectlve management of
the warden of the penitentiary the af.
faira of that institutlon have been con-
ducted in 'a very eatinfactory manner
during the past two years,

Your attention is especially called
to the recommendation of the warden
that an appropriation be made for the
purpose of providing an abundant
supply of water, Whether this can be
best accomplished by moeans of an ar-
tesian well, or otherwine, is a question
which you will be able to determine
sfter obtaining acourate knowledge of
the situation. I: is unquestionably
the duty of the state to rurnish the
supply of r required, and this
duty should'mo longer be neglected.

a thorough system ef seweraga should
bs provided, Other important rec-
ommendations are made in the war-
den’s report, to which I also refer you
for statemonts in detail oconcerning
the wants of the prison,

The met spproved February 20th, |

1879, extending the contract for
lease of penitentiary and of the labor

oOnVIotr, pruvides tlust wftas Tonyawe
1st, 1884, Nebraska prisoners only
shall be kept in said penitentiary. At
that time the prison wiil contain a
number of United Btates, New Mexi-
co and Wyomiug prisoners, sentenced
for a period extending beyond that
time, while the aotof our own legisla-
ture makes it the duty of the warden
to exclude them from the prison, The
complications that may arise in conse.
quence of this state of affaira should
be avoided by proper legislation,

The state of discipline in the prizon
has been all that could be desired and
the health of the convicts under the
excellont medical sgpervision of the
prison physiclen hes been exception-
ally good, only cne death having oo-
curred in the last two years. The
number of prisoners reported by the
warden on the 30th of November,
1882, was 201, Of these, 3 are
United States prisoners, 7 are from
New Mexico and 39 from Wyoming—
leaving 212 that ure state: conviots—
an increase of only six over the num.
ber reported twe years ago.

MILITARY AFFAIRS,

An elaborate report of the military
affaira of the state is made by the ad-
jutant general covering the period
that has elapsed since the organization
of the National Guard in 1891, You
will find therein a carefully pre
histery of the organization of the
Firat regiment N. N. G, and of the
Blue Bprings light artillery; also a
maultitude of dat&h concerning their
equlpment,

The operations of the military in
connection with the suppression of
the riots at Omaha having been fully
set forth in my message to the legis-
Isture at the special session In May,
1882, it Is not necessary to enlarge
upon the subject at this time, but I

e pleasure In again testifying to
thaeﬂioimqof the state troops on
that occaslon, and repeat the state-
ment then made that the reaults jus-
tified the wisdom of the legislature in
providing for & more thorough mill-

organlzation,

recommendation of the adjut-
ant general that an appropristion be
made sufiolent to enable the national
guard to hold sn encampment an-
nuslly has my earnest spproval, as it
is impossible to maintain an effective
military organization of this charac-
ter without affording proper facilities
for instraction and deill,

The very thorough aund critical re-
port of the iuspactor geneaal will ena-
ble you to arrive at proper conclusions
concerning the state of disciplive that
prevails and the legislation thal i ne-
coasgary to give greater efficlency to
the service, The privcipal csuscs of
dissatisfuction mentioned by the in.
speotor genoral have recently been re-
moved, Until the beginuing of No.
vember, 1882, the compauies had pro-
vided their own uniform, as it was not
considered advisable to use any por-
tion of the military sppropriation for
that purpose, Within the last sixty
days seven oompanies of the
have been provided with United
Btates regulstiun fatigue unliorms

and ar npow in all respecis well

In connection with this improvement | ;

d | sesossing  railroad property,

equipped. The payment of armory
rent for the reglment and the ¢xpense
of providing uniforms as above stated
wholly exhausted the military appro-

priation, The ﬂ'l‘l‘lliﬂil‘l% companios
should be uniformed in like manner
a8 soon sa practioable I concur in

the recommendation made by the ad-
jutant general that an appropristion
of §5,000 per-annum be made for the
purpose of defraying the noosasary
expenses of th@yuilitary orgasizstion
of the astate during the next two
yoars,

I refor you to the carefully pre-
pared report of the quartermaster
general for details concerning the
military proporty of the state, diatri.
baticn of ordoance storos, receipis
and disbursements of money,and other
matters connocoted with his depart.
ment,

In taking leave of thin subjrct my
connection with the military «ffirs of
the state in brought to a close, and 1
avail myself of the opportonity to
pxprom my geatitude to the oilizers, of
e personal atafl as wall as to the
¢ 1l sers and enlinted men of the guard
for their fdelity to duty and earnest
oo-operation in every effort to Inocrease
the efficiency of our military nervioe.
RAILROAD LECISLATION,

Important questions of state polioy,
involving the regulation ot rates of
trausportation over railroads, require
our oareful consideration. The prob.
em is comparatively a new one in
state and national affairs, and its so-
lution is attended with difficulties of a
complicated character, To determine
what legislation is necessary for the

purpose  of  subjeeting  railroad
corporavionddo proper legal control
without injliks to the people or the
railroads r 8 a very thorongh
knowledge ilrond econstruction

d also a clear un-
as complalned

and managen,
derstanding o

of by the pul] Joions legiala-
tlon, to aocoon object, is do-
manded by fintial businers
mon and fi ho state, The

clamor of thol are oondaoting

an indisorimi; upon railroads
for the obyiou p of advancing
their own pers political inter-
emwa ahould be y ignored. It
is as much your B0 prevent mis-

chievous legisla
aa it in to provid
upon exast prine
In the state of
of the question b
sideration during
years, and g
railroad comudies
of transportation!
and many of th
of esrrected. A
‘laws of that state
commissioners

bn this subject,

which Is based
justice,

oig gvery phase

le evidence of

ressouablencas, the burden of

the proof is on itond corpora-
tions whenever i npt is made by
them to establla] reasonableness

of higher rates, hsult is that the
schedulea
sioners are goepted by the

K aa oonclusive,

‘ '8 not prevent
them from B s higher rates
by going i rts and demon-
strating t leness before a

the report of

mum rates for
eight and pas-
fither by direct
oreated by law,
y questioned,”
the lliinots act of

w“ n and unjust
Mer of giv.
peolal rates and rebatea haa been

at:@nded with great difficulties, but
el commissioners have made very
aatilifastory progress in that diraction,
I also invite your attention to the
of Tows, providing for the or-
tion of a%osrd of railway com-
ers, and to their subsequent
and proceedinrgs, The gen-
that state have justified
legislature creating the
gport of the commis-
of Illinois and Iowsa,
s of valuable informa.
ipon every feature of
d may be studied with
are interested in se-
legialation upon this

sioners,
contain

in our own
While 1
c")mmlnlon

1t assume that the
is the oniy prac-
){ dealing with the
it as the beat that
ed. My opinion is
ghe fact that during

yot besn du
strengthened

the past fifteen + has been stead
ily gainlog in | TAfavor and has
beerfiadopted b v Uwenty states,

Belleving tha"/, will be guided
by wise counsely & ' whatever action
you may taks ;" this Important
subjeot, I pass togthe consideration of
other toples,

STATE BOARD Of EQUALIZATION,
A ocommon mipprehension exists
concerning the dulies and powers of
the state board of eyualization in con.
nection with the sssessment of rail-
road property, and I theretors invite
your sttention to the act of 1881 on
this subjeot, wherein it is provided
that the preaident, secretary, super.
intendent or other principal officers
within this state, of every railroad and
telegraph company l list and re.
turn to the anditor of public acconnta
for assessment and taxation, ‘‘the
number of wlles of such rallroad snd
uhgr:gh ling In each organizad coun.
ty in the state, and the total number
of miles in the state, Including the
roadbed, right of way, and super
structures thereon, main and side
tracks, depot buildiogs mnd depot
grounds, section and tool houses, roll-
ing stock and personal property nec:
easury for the construstion, repairs,
or sucoeesful operation of such rail.
road and tele sraph lines,"

'l_‘ha tangible property abova de-
goribed is Lhe only railroad property
tl;::ldu subject to assessment by the

Saction Larticle 1X of the constitu.
tion makes it the duty of the leginla-
ture to provide for the assetsment of
the property and franchises of indl-
vidusls and corporations, but there
has been no legislation to give effect
to that part of the constitution relating
to fraucniees, and the board has o
authority to assess this species of
property,

No official duty which the several
state officers comprising the board are
called upon to perform is 8o lishls 1o
misconstruction and censure as that of

The
wade more disicnls by the looss may-

- | transaoted durin

problem is complex in itself aud (s r

—— s, e P ———

for taxation, It would doubtlgss be
agrooable to the board to be rhlieved
of this daty if it counld bs done in »
manner not pregndiclal to the best in-
teresta of the state,

Ratlrond property has been llated
or taxation by the various eompanies
nnder oath as provided by law, and
every means within the power of the
board has been employed to obtain a
fair and joat valuationof the property
so listed, Tn the judgment of the
board auch property has been sescseed
at & valuation corresponding with that
of other properly throughout the
atato. In fact, il & comparison with
aszessments of rallroad property, and
of other property, made in other
atates may [;e taken an & guide, it will
be found thet under the present law
the taxation of railroad property haa
been higher, comparatively, in thia
stato than in most others,

The reotion of the constitation eited
anbove declares that the legislature
"‘ahall provide such revenue as may
be neeaful, by levylng & tax by valua-
tion, so that every person and corpo-
ration ahall pay & tax in proportion to
the valoation of his, her or its prop-
erty and franchises,” and the present
revenue law provides for the valua-
tlon of personal property *‘at iis fair
cash value," and realty ‘‘at its falr
value estimated at the price it would
bring at a voluntary sale thereof,”
but through the influence of publ
opinion and an established custom
more potent than law, these provis.
ions have bean universally ignored,
and all property has been valued for
taxation at less than halt its real
value. The embarrassing position in
which the state board ef equalization
aa well as all county boards and pre-
cinot assesnora are placed by this de-
moralizing custom is obvious to all

I trust that this subject, in all of
ita bearings, may receive the conald-
eration that its importance demands,
and that you will devise a mothod by
which the diflionlties encountered in
endeavoring to fix a correot mnd uni-
form valuation upon all property list-
ed for taxation may be entirely re-
moved.

STATE LITIGATION,

The several eases in which the state
is intereated now pending or recently
declded, are reported by the attorney
goneral and published in the appen-
dix hereto attached. Tla large amonnt
of legal business of this character
the past two years,
has imposed no charges upon the state
for counsel fees, and 1 call attention
to this fact as a tribute to the fidelity
and efficlency of the attorney general,
to whom I am also under many obll-
gations for the valaable aid that he
has rendered me in the discharge of
my official duties,

FISH O0MMISSION.

The work of the board of fish com-
mistionera was seriously retarded in
the early part of 1881, by the death of
Hon, H. E Kaley, who was a mamber
of the board. In Beptember of that
year Hon. B. E, B. Kennedy was ap-

* | pointed to fill the vacancy, and nego-

tiations were soon after eymmenced
for the purchase of the hatchery of
Mesars. Romaine & Dacker iu Sarpy
county, and in March, 1884, the pur-
chase was consummated, This prop-
erty embracea 52 sores of land upon
which Is situated a water supply
which 18 considered the finesh in tha
stata for a hatchery. In October,
1831, the commissicners received irom
the United States commisslener of
fisherles 500,000 salmon eggs, which
were immediately hatched, and the
youong fish distributed In the streams
of the state. In November of that
r the mission obtained a sup-
f:.?:o! Goﬁu oarp; & very valulbrl'a
ish, which may be readily propagated
r food by every farmer who will
provide himself with proper facilities.
The commissioners have also obtain: d
and distributed a conslderable nu.u-
ber of brook and California troat,
Sobatantial improvements were
made {n connection with the hatchery
during the fall and summer cf 1882,
The zoal and energy of the board in
prosecuting its work is worthy of
sproial commendation, I again esll
attention to the fact that the leglsla-
tare has provided no compensation
for services performed by the commis-
sioners, nor for the payment of actaal
cxpenses incurred by them while em-
ployed in their official capscity. I
refer you to their report for further
details in regard to the work accom-
plished, snd the appropriation that
will be necessary to continue their
operations during the ensuing vwo
yoars, .
NEW (OUNTIES,

It will be your duty to fix the
boundaries of one or more new coun-
tles, to include portions of unorgan-
ized territory in the western part of
the state, The rapid extension of
railroads in that direction and corres-
ponding Increase of population, has
created a necesslty for immediate leg-
islation upon this subject, I recom-
mend that the sct be framed so that
it will vlearly deslgnate the judicial
distriot to whioch such new county or
oounties will become attached when
fully organized,

JUDIUIAL DISTRIOTS,

The administration of justice has
been seriously retarded In a number
of the judleial distriots of the state
by the large increase of business in
the district courts. Legislation for
the purpose of Increasing the number
of judges and judicial dlstricts is lo
my iusgmmt imperatively demanded
PARDONS,

Exéoutive clemency hss been ex-
ercised in one case doring the past
two years, the reasons for which will
be found in the appendix published
herowith,

CULAIMS AGAINST THE STATE.
The legislature of 1873, by joint re-
solution, authorized the governor ‘‘to
appolut an agent or sgenta to prose-
cute to a final declsion before congresa
or in the ocourt of claims the
claim of this state for the five
per cent due from the United
States upon the lands of this
state diuguwd of by Iudian reserva-
tions, and by che location of military
land warrauts aud land serip issued
for military service in the wars of the
United Slates and for sgricultural
college serip and rallroad lande,” The
compensation to be such as may be
sgreed upon gy the governor snd
agent or agents so appointed, payable
after the collection of said claims in
whole or In part, In pursusnce ©
the authority so confirmed, Gov. Wur-
Das entered fnw 8 contract with Thos.
Keonard, under which sald Ken-
nard agreed to prosecute sald clatms,

and receive sy cumpensation for his

\




