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12 THE HESPER/IAN.

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.

The eighteenth annunl Commencement of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska oceured on Wednesday, June 12, at 10
A, in the Opern House. A large and interested audi-
enee listened to a very enjoyable program,

An overture by the cadet band was the first number,
and the boys played well. After an invocation, the Uni-
versity chorus, accompanied by the University orchestra,
rendered “The Heavens are Telling—Haydn,” in a very
creditable manner,

Miss Helen Aughey delivered the first oration.

POETIC ELEMENT IN BUENCE,

The poetry of Nature Is voluminoos. Every poet sings of flowers
und skies, of winds and clouds, of birds and stars, Appreciation of
Nature and an inslght Into her working in the recognized merit of
the distinguished poets, Wordsworth llved with Natare, Durns
wias her nataral interpreter. Shelley talked with her face to lace.
These men wonld have b en poets if they hid never written ; for they
thought poetry, ‘There I# pootry In thought as well as in rythmie
expression.  Without poetic thought there can be no poetry. PPoe-
try 18 only the musieal, ry thmic expowsion of pootic thought.

But keen as has been the appreciation ol Nature shown by the
poets, thelr observition hius beon superficinl and limited, Instroct-
Ive au thelr sympathy with her han been, they have not thoroughly
known her. Theira hoa been the adwmiration of an aequaintanes
rather than the affection of & lover, Nature, to be appreciated,
must be known, [t is not enough simply to see her, She Is benuotl-
ful even to the most poasslng ghanee: but her divine beauty can only
be known by those who understand her most seerst operantions, and
are admitted Into her inner sanctunry. For this renson the poets
hoave exprossed only the superficin! poetey of Nature. What they
have soom s, to whot they have not seen, ss n drop to the ocenn,

Who can tell whot unwritten posms Natore hns provided for him
who W abile to rend them ?  To the selentint, the stadent of Notar,
this vast feld of anwritten postry Is open.

Huskin defines poetry ns *the wuggestion by the imagination of
noble gronnds for the noble emotions.'” Bat the Imagination does
not work Independently. It must have some stimulus to action,
The subjeet upon which It works must have in it some element of In-
spiration, of nobillty. An algebrale formula ennnot farnlsh food
for the pootie Imaginntion. The superfivial thinker mny regard
science ad belng ns dry and prosale as mathematios, Rut no feld of
haman investigntion ruishes better or more abundant poetic ma-
terinl.  Huogh Miller declnred that the creation, ss unfolded by the
rocks, furniahed the poetle elvments for an eple, grenter than the
HWiad, the Enold, or the Paradise Lot and he regretted that Mil-
ton hpd not lived Inteenough to have haal the ald of geology in pro-
dueing an herote posm for all men in all time. No one can go out on
watarey night and look ap without belng flled with an idea of his
own litoleness, and overcome by n sense of the sublime; but what
mind con coneelve or what lnngunge sdegustely express whst rises
hefore the lmaiontion of the stadent of sclenee, ns e gozes Into the
intinite star-deptha?  “Yonder Ursa Major paces slowly nround the
prode, nud binaginntion faints In travellng across one of his eye-
Inshos,'”  The Milky Way, to the common observer, s o broad band
of Hght extending neross the honvens. 1o is the wonder of childhool;
to watarer yenrs It fndes to o mere steip of ordinary white lght,
Hut Herschel turned his teloscope apon i, and brought before the
feld of vivlon whint he estimated to be 115,000 Dxed stars, each of
them the coniral sun of n solar systom like our own, What poet
civn glve expreaslion to the noble smotions suggested by such o slght
ns thin?  The revelatioon of the mieroscope, of the spoctroscops, are
nol loss Inapiving,  To the metoorologist, the dark-browed thundec.
clond s an eple, aud the Hght, fecey, clirrusclonds ure Iyries, 8o
oviry feld of sclentific Investigation farnishes sbundunt materinl for
the poet who hns genlus enongh to express b, God slone is the per-
oot post, nnd his works seo mo lnfinlte eplec. The moan who comes
naareat to the heart of nature, camos nearest to thethonght of God,
nedreat to rending the unread munouseripis of God,

But while notare furnlsbes abundant poetic matorinl, this csn be
apprehended fmlly. sod ntiliged only by him who has o genulne po-
etle lnstinet, The svientist must Lave eyves that seo sud cars that
hear. Of bim 1t most never be anld as Wordsworth sald of Peter
Bell

“A primrose by the river's brim,
A yellow primross was to hilm,
And it wos nothing more,'”

It is not enough that he name nnd clnasity the phenomons of Na-
ture. He must not be satiatied with simply learning what other men
hnve lonrned, Such & man would be only s clerk in solence, He
must be an investigator, nn original discoverer. He must discover
now facts, and from these draw new conclusions.  His search begins
where other men have stopped.  Beloneo ix in 1t infancy. The first
Iottor of its nlphnbet has scarcely been learned. Bofore every stu-
dent les o vast unknown, It I« his work to make a part of this
known ; to ind adequate caases for unexplained phenomens; to de-
duce the laws that govern myaterions forees, nnd make a better ap-
plication of them to the common wants of humanity ; to help all
men in the common atroggle for existonce.  He must ask nature, not
onjy “What?" but “Why 7" and compel her to glve an answer.
To meot this demnnd, he needs the imagination of the post.  Tmogi-
nation 8 the necessary forerunner of discovery, as it s of Invention.
Only the poet has o pereeption for the poetio,

The solontiat tf he s to peroelve the surpassing art of Nature, if he
is to read her unread pocws, to solve bher enlgmas, to display her
marvels, must have the brain, the hoart, the lmoagination of the
poet. God has endowed him with all the fucultion needed for thin
work. Bat the cultivation of them liea with the individual, If he
wordidly lgnores them, if he noglects to make the most of them, he
will become n mere collocation of facts, Nature will not ndmit him
to her temples, Buot equipped with well teained, fally developed fac-
nlties, wll possibllities nre in his hands. Before him, Nature will he
more and more a8 an apen hook.  Before her gufolding mysteries, his
heart will expand with admiration, reverence, nnd love. To such a
devotes, Noture will prove to be full of poetry,

Miss Aughey presented a graceful and attractive ap-
pearance. Her delivery was earnest —=oven enthusiastic
—and her articulation excellent. She wore o dress of
crenm crepe cloth, made with postilion waist jand Gre-
cian draped skirt. Dark red roses were her flowers,

The second orator was E, R, Tingley, who spoke of

TWO HAINCALS,

In Russdn thore Hives i man that s attracting world-wide atten-
tion. Hixnotoriety depends, not on some gront desd he has secom -
plished, or on soms exhibition of akill or of wisdom, but on the prin-
eiplen thut he tenches und puts Into practies In his overy day 1fe,
For thirty-fve yoars he was o nibilist and o pessimist. Then s great
change came over his life, There wns 6 rift In the eloads that
overshadowsd his mind, and he caught n gleam of the sunlight of
trath. This Hght came from Chrelstinnity, aod though, he seemed to
grosp but a single trath of the groat system, he made that the guld-
Ing principle of his lite. Happiness became to him the nim and eud
of lfe; and selt-nbnegation, the only menus to gain this end. e
wauld: ** Die to yoursell, live for others,  Love other men better than
yoursell, and other men will love yon better than they lote them-
selven.  Haupplovss will then be complete,  Undeor this lnw, wars will
coense, conrta of Justioe be nbollshed, sl prisous be neadloss, Kyl
will disappear in unlversal altralsing.”  These nre the traths that he
Impiresios upon men Lo lucevase thele happiness, snd thess wee the
maxim= by which he governs his own Hle, The chnoge (n his life from
pessimbsm to Christlan optimlsin brought other changes. The
popylar novelist became the mliglous and. politlon] reformer.  Liv.
Ing In bamble clrenmatances among the pensanis, ho to-day tills the
soll, und by working for others, pute Into practies the prinelplos
thnt be so enrnestly teaches, He b loved and honorod by those that
he reaches through personsl contact, or throogh bis weltings, Such
s the life of Count Tolstol, the Russlan eeformee.

Amorien has dovelopsd o conntorpart of the Russinn radieal, wn
Ameriean Tolstol.  He differs from Tolstol only a8 nn Ameriesn
differs from an Husslan, He makes soolal and political Improve
went more prominent thnn relidous roform, — But ho differs only in
degree, not (o kind,  His methods are the same.  To hilm, sol sl ness
b the domiuant characteristio of human nainre, nod the root of all
nooial and political evils. “Behiopd the problems of soclal lite les
the problem of individusl 1" To correct soeinl evils, then, the
individunl must be fndoesd to lve, not for his own good, but for the
good of the community, Self must be saceificed for the common
good, Belt-renunctation in the lndispensable pre-roguisite 1o common
happiness.  Like Tolstol ©he belloves thint land ls the basis of the
soclil relntion, nnd that ivshould be beld In common,  Tlliug the
soll ls the God wivin work lor man; nod labor with the hands, the
only legitimnte basls for the division of wealth, The name of the
great Amorlean radical i Honry Goorjee,

How under clreumstances so Jifferent, ldeas #o slmilar, and
theories of reform so essentinlly the spme can be developed, s &




