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deeply interested in her, cannot love her.  When this bcoo-ui
apparent she loses her hold of life and gradually fades away.
But the snake element loses power before death, and at last
tven the scar on her neck  disappears; which, perhaps, indi-
cates that this baleful influence cannot extend beyoad death.

It must be admitted that persons born under such circum-
stances as Elsic Vennor are not morally responsible for their
acts. Then the question arises, may there not be actual con-
ditions of life which, though not so abnormal, are really asef-
fectual as the poison of the crotales in paralyzing the moral
forces of the mind? Is the criminal, borm and reared in the
slums of society, 10 be held accountable for his acts, or should
the organization of society which makes such conditions pos-
sible bear part of the responsibilty? Our author makes Dr.
Kinridge say, “I will agree to take 2 hundred new born babes
of a certain stock snd retum seventy-five of them in a doven
years, true and honest, if not piowschildren. And I will 1ake
another hundred, of a different stock, and put them in the
hands of cenain teachers and seventy-five of them will be
thieves and liars at the end of the same dozen years™ But
if heredity snd environment can so evidently determine the
characters of three-fourths of the human race, what becomes
of the doctrine of moral accountabilify?

There is another character in this story who deserves com-
sideration in this commection. This is Elsic’s cousin, Dick
Vempor. The author has little 10 say in his defense but leaves
him 10 bear the respomsibility of his deeds. His Spamish
blood and South American life naturally gave him a lawless
dusposition and we should ot e 100 hasty to condemn him
for showing little regard for the rights of others. With this
character, at least, the anthor has not exceeded the bounds of
probability, and if we admit that ke is not altogether to blame
for his lack of moral semse, we accept 3 principle that mast
go far in making us look lenieatly npon the wrong doings of
others. '

Amosg the minor characters of the story, the two ministers
descrve alieation; one trying to reconcile the severity of his
creed with his kindmess of heart, the other straggling 1o adaps
the weakmess of bis mind with the independence of his
church. Holmes does not have much respect for religioos
dogma, and mach of this work s in fact a plea for toleration.
He says “Mea are tatooed with their special belicts like so
many Scath Sea [slanders; but 2 real buman beart with divine
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Ostrogothic Invasion'” and *““The Imperial Restoration.™
The University library a'ready contains the first two volumes
and those who have completed the Sophomore year in History
will testify to their value. The anthor combines the charm
of the novelist with the accuracy of the careful historian and
he is free from the objection raised wgainst so many historical
writers that they are dry and fail to interest the general read-
er. Fresh and flowing in style, reliable in detail, Hodgkin's
work seems destined to take a high place as an authority up-
on an important prn‘ld s

It is the proud and by no means groundless boast of Sci.
ence that her held is one of vast possibilities. Briarean-arm-
ed she is constantly reaching forth, enlarging her horizon,
probing decp mysteries and adding to her stores of kmowl-
edge. Each succeeding century brings with it the conguest of
new scientific fields, and the departments of material pature
afford au exhaustless reservoir. [t wonld seem 1o be the mis-
fortunc of Literature to be without such resources, 10 be com -
pelled to depend for growth catirely upon those who make it
a profession. Bat a certain activity which manifests itselfl ey
cry mow and then saggests a different idea

It will be remembered that some twe years since, Bishop
Bryenunios of the Greek church brought to light two manu-
scripts of great antiyuity which at the time atitracted great at-
tention. The contribution of Bryennios, however, is but an
imstance. The discovery of ancient manescripts is 2 tributary
to the wain siream of Literature which has continued to flow
for cemturics.  Just as in the physical sciences false views are
corrected and new omes established through the aid of inves-
tigation, o in the variows depaitments of Belleslettres great
advances have heen made by recovering fragments of lost lit-
erature.  How important, for example, 10 Philology were the
Gothic manuscripts uncarthed some three quarters of a cents-
ry ago, or to lextual criticism have been the discoveries of
Tischendorf.

It is = melancholy fact that a large part of the literature of
the ancienls is not now in our possession. Insome cases there
is no hope of recovery. The Alexandrien library, with its
precions contents, is barned and the world saffers an inrepan-

love in it, beuts the same under all the patterns of all carth's
thomsand creeds.™

Holmes would mot be himsell if be did not give a promi-
weal place in the story 1o a doctor.  Accordingly, we find Dr.
Kintredge an important character. He is the old physician of
the village, who has watched over the inhabitants for years
knowing their poculiarities and 1sking 3 patermal intevest in
all of them. He keeps watch of Elsie, giviag hiets as to her
care which are implicidy followed by all sround ber He
perceives the danger 1o Lasgdon from Dick Vennor's jealoasy
and warns the young teacher (o be om his geard. When the
climax comes, and Dick lassocs his rival, it s the watchiulness
of the doctor’s hired man, and Lasgdon's presesce of mind,
that frastrate the evil scheme.

The book as a whole will not be greatly vead for mere am-
wsement, but one who likes to think on the great guestions of
existeace will find much food for reflection in  Elsic Vennor.

Commumicated.

Students of history will be gratified 1o leasn that the work

bie loss. The monks of the Middle Ages, with characteristic
stepidity, effacing the works of classic anthors, use the parch-
meats for their own worthless productions. In various ways
posterity has been robbed of its rightfal heritage. Bat while
much yet remaing awaiting the eye of the antiquarian. It
needs no argument 1o show the great importance of this liter-
sture to ws.  Representing, as the authors do, a diffevent civ-
ilization from cur own, difierent modes of thought, in a word,
;:ml life, their works are vzluable for comparison alose.

i . History and Literatare owe much if mot all that
they possess 1o legacies from the Past.

If then, so much has slready been gained by these re-
searches, may we not regard them as 2 source from which far-
ther material may be drawn? Muost the future of Literature
depend upon modern writers alone? The stady of Sasskrit
manuscripts led to the foundation of the science of Philology
and has profoundly infiseaced other lines of thought. What
fcabids ander similar circumstances another intellectus! revo-
istion eqaally greai? The field is broad and we have no res-
som 1o suppose that it is fully explored. We know not what
treasures may lie concealed in a neglected quarter of some
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European city. The world may have much o learn,—Liter-
ature much 1o gain from manuscripts not yet exhumed. -
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