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THE HESPERIAN STUDENT.

Gradunting address of L W, Olmsiod, Class of 1858,

The anclent national eharacter of the Greeks may be
studied in the two long Homerie poems, which, though
nlmost the whole Greek history, were held in much the
sume esleem and veneration ns the Bible is among us,
They did not, T imagine, oltain this peeminent posi-
tion beeause of the #o-called abstract law of the svrvival
ol the flitist, ps 8 me have supposed, bat beeause 1o them
were represented both the Greex ehinrneter and nn ideal
standard of atteinment for Greeian conduet,  They hwd
ecome down to those Greeks whom we know in history
from an unknown anthor snd an unreconded age, yet
stamped with this, which may be esid to be the only
inglenin of genius, that they gave volee o thoughts and
sentiments, correlated of finding an ccho in the jndi.
vidual eaperience and charaeter of the entire peaple, In
them the yepreseniations of the condoet and  aclileve-
menltg of the heroes at the siege of Troy, of the skill and
elognence of the wandering Odysseus; of the tumots
warrior Achilles, were but poetieally colored yot com.
plete representations of the early national character. And
fne darting Phoehns Apollo, who, if I may instanee one
of the Homerie petures, went like night, and sitting
afur from Agamemon’s army, sent is shafls among them,
taking vengennce according 1o the prayer of his priest
whom the chief had wronged, until funeral pyres were
heaped zontinually ; and agning Athena, Goddess of Wis-
dom, nfierwards (atelary divinity at Athens, who, in the

quareel between Achilles and Agamemnon, when thoe

mighty wardior, envaged, had Inid his hand on the hilt
of his sword, hesitnling whether to slny his chief] des.
cended from the Olympie heaven and restrained himg
and Zous, ehiel nnd raler among the gods, now presiding
at the celestinl banguets, now hurling his thunderbolls
from the lofty hights of Olympin—these, and many others,
represented at once the Greek ideal and the Greek rveli=
gion,

The Greeks, with their solemn festivils and  games
theiv theaters for publie coulests of music amdl of the
drama, with their temples and the matehiless staties of
their gods, with their free socinl marches, their jovous

Aud i the monument c¢reeted in honor of those three
lundreed, who did por think it sgreeable to their Inws

| to retrent, and who persisted, alier eutting their way to

the center of the Persinn host, were still standing, the
trayeler might well pauge to read, not without many e
fleetions, the simple ingeription: “Go, stranger, tell at
Lacedaemon that we died here In obedience to her Inws,"

After the Persinn wirs n custom was infroduced among
the Athehinns of the public burial of thoze who had
fwllen in behalf of the State.  The bodies were burned
on the fleld of battle, the sacred ashes collected and
prought to Athens where, lying in state, floral tributes
and coustly ornaments were pluced about the coffius, And
not only the known ushes were honored, nnd not ouly
they who had been victorious in the fight, but all alike
who had perished, having shown with whatsoever ahili.
ity, good.will to the State, aud an empty bier in honor
of the unrecognized, was stretehied ont and conveyed in
the procession.

It may with truth he said that the faneral robes of
those public mourners rustled solemply in the procession,
and the perennially beautiful suburb, wnere the sacred
dust was placed to rest, having in asell almost audible,
glill silent, yolices, from the surrounding statues of the
masters, the low=bhending branches of the shady trees, and
from the solemnity itself of the oceasion, uttered them,
not for Athens’ liberty merely, but through Athenian
liberty, fort the freedom and progress of the whole world
through all following periods of time,

The government of the Greeks was directed by the peo,
ple. At Athens public measures were discussed and des
cided upan in annssembly of the body of the ecitizens,
where cvery one was at liberty to mount the bema and
set forth hits views with reference to the common advan-
tage, and where, in the language of one of her statesmen,
that citizen who kept aloof from state affairs was regard-
ed not ns harmless but ns useless,  With such sn emula-
tive system of government Athens pursued through the
lapse of centuries a policy of honor and glory among the
surrounding host of barbarinns; and fAinslly, whenever the
Greeh vigor nnd charneler was degenernting toward de-

!cay, and the Macedonian power was intrigueing wnd

natures, have stood out'the originators of cultnre and the |

authors of eivilization ; which civilization, after being ob-
Hterated for centuries apd revived again in the Renais-
since or new awnkening only through the records of the

old, should forever render all thanks for its existence (o

its immorial nuthors.

Many culogies liave been written to the bravery of
those, who, nt Marathon and at Plataen, at the sea fight
at Bulanivs, and at Thermopylw, preserved Greece from
the Persians.  And to eulogies gratliude should forever
be ndded that Greek character and culture was not bronght
under the dominion and thus swallowed up in the bar-
barism and vice of the oriental nations,

The largest army the world hus ever produced, ac-
cording to the accounts of the historians, two millions of
men being sent by the Persian monarch to overrun Greece,
were disputed at the narrow pass of Thermopylae by the

‘Spartan general Leonidas, On thet and the other battles
huug (e fate of wll culture wud civilization and progress. | Greeks is uttered.

pressing, s citizen stood forth in this democracy, as it
were, o man begueathed from the former illustrious age,
to arrouse his counirymen in what was to be a final sirog.
gle,  And when the Macedoninn was vietorious at Chine-
roney, and Greek liborty wits forever at un ond, and when,
given up to the encmy, u refugee in an inviolable temple of
Nepthene, the great Athenian saying to his pursuers that
they might cense aeling the part of Creon in the tragedy
andl oast out hig body unburned, but ae for him he ealled
gracious Neptune (o withess that he quit his temple while
breath was still within him, but lis enemies would have
defiled it with murder, then, unable to reach the entrance,
sank from self-given poison by the altur. Greek freedom
and character, their lust representative perishing in him,
lingered longest in that part of the national life which
was called Greek democracy.

But the great Athenians, as well ns the entire ancient
*Greek race, have long since ceased to be, Yel remem~
brance ol them remwnins. The mountsing and the hills of
Greece in solemn silence speak of them. By the still-

ness of the vale, by the echoes from the rocks, by all the
| voices of nature in that land of story, memory of the
On the shore where stood the first
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