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tions to this system of elnss lectures; bul,

are powerless over such habits. 1t be.

for the advanced classes we are really un. | hooves us then 1o be on the allert,

able to see what they are,

PRONUNCIATION.

Until recently, spelling  was the erite
rion of a common edueation.  Tn fact, 10
misspell a single word,was o disgrace for
one who cluimed accurate seiolavship
Bot this stern eriticism, has gradoully
blended into & more effectunl and equally
useful standard,—that of correct  pronun.
ciation,

The student who bases his knowledge
upon the fact that he enn spell every
word contained in the dictionary, is
rather out of date.  This busy wge de
mands litle time o quibble over the ex.
act letter for the word.  The Essay nnd
Novel huve been robbed of their vitality
by the graces of conversation: sud the
use and sccentuation of words, forms the
apparent muterial for eriticism.

Scholarship is now messured by the
accurate Knowledge displayed in ocon
versation aud publie speaking ns well as
that displuyed by the few.
the former, lies to & great extent, i the
cemplete mastery of langusge. Lot the
orator of the day enter upon his iseuss.
ion, and his lecture diseloses the Jegroe
of culture possessed. It matters not how
poor mauy be the writing and spelling of
the manuscript, correct pronupciatiog
gulus for Lim the laurels of the day.

Certaiuly our language admits of many
irregularities inits system of pronuncia
tion ; but this is no excuse for ignoranes
For with a little time and  attention. ull
the words at ene's commund cun be ueeu
rately mastered,

A particular method of pronunciation,

l

Aconrate spelling we  would not .
derrute.  Tvwill ever meet with admira
tion,  But pronunciation, ¢lear sud per.
fect, now eommands cgual if not higher

{merit. And though we may never again
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altsvin thut standasd of eriticism wiich
catsed an Athenian ﬂhm'mhl.\' oy Jiiss at
the orator for Lthe mispronuancintion of 1
single word, yet the neenracy we piuy uc-
quire will be of inestimable value inthe
hearing ol the trne eritie,

PRIZES.

Perhups there is not another seliool in
the country of the age and size of our
University that hins not had prizes offered
toits students,  Here nothing of the Kind
ever breaks the mer stony or crestes o rip-
pie upon the surface of ordinary school
I, I many OF the eastern schools,
hundreds, and in some, thonsands of dol
lars ure oftered as prizes w the best de
clnimoers, essayesls, orntors, or debters
The old objection that nothing substantial
is guined by these vontests may be troe;
the fnterest exeited may be momentary,
the extra work dune may not be of the
must bepeficinl Kind : bat il this be grant.
od then we must also admit st prizes
noder no circumstances  are  adviania
geons: bt this cannot be admitted, for al-
muost the whole of the exertion made i
this Tife is to secure some prize.  The bus.
mess mun has something tangible that he
15 striving 1o gain.  Buot the stndent has
nothiing rend, nothing tangible to show
for his days and years of study till be

| comes into the active duties of life, Now
| Why not give him some insight into the

contests which await him*  Why not let

in various words, is & habit scquired un- | him taste some of the sweets of victory,
conciously ; and its accurncy is owing to | or feel the pangs of defoat? Sutely it will

the language of daily nse. A ehild w-

| test the metal of which aman is formed,

dressed with ungrammatical sentences und | and he Ip show him of whal material he is
mis-pronounced words, will use them in
return. Lo this rure exception, * It is cusy

maile,
(luss exhibitions have been talked of in




