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jon, or society that is not commonplace
or absurd, This book is invaluable as giv.
ing 0 real insight into the history of
England ut this time for in no work, enti.
tled history,can we find that which men so
much desire to Know, how men lived and
what they thovght and did.

The center pivee of this group is one of
which we never tive. Johnson, in adversi.
ty, in prosperity, in poverty, in aflucnce,
lag that charm which comes from his
whole souled humanity, which could not
be entirely concenled under his rough for.
bidding exterior, One can not fail to re
spect him for the pride that scornfully rve.
jeeted the shoes that charity lett at his
door, and the same pride that ater indit
el his famous letiter to Chesterfield, whose
aid he scorned since it wus withheld so
long, and came only after he had won a
pume and fame, We sympathize with
him in his straggles, and there are few
things more pathetic than the pictore of
Lim and Savage walking the streets of
London, all night, homeless and supper-
less, or his taking Lis dinner behind a
screen al Caves, because he was too ill
dressed to it at the table with the com,
pany. Jolinson commenced his career al
u period that was most unfavornble to lit-
erary men. It was o period of transition
from the age of patronage hy the great, to
the time when e support was to come
from the people, and had it not been for
his indomitable will he could never have
succeeded under such trying
stancues,

The impression 18 olten received from
his biography that he was ndmitted into
the highest society, but this was not so
His maoners were such that he was not
universally received among wll classes,
and for various reasons,  He relates how,
when a lady mvited him to tea, merely to
muke n show of him and his conversation
lie revenged himself by drinking twenty-
five cups of her tea, without favoring her
with as many words.

circum-

His fine powers of conversation and
controversary sre well known, and yet in

CIROUMSTANCER,

his arguments, as in his character and
life, he was strangely paradoxicsl, He
was an ardent tory, and firm believer in
Divine Right. He fuiled as a eritie, be
caunse, though his judgment was strong,
his understanding was enslaved.  He
called history an old almanac, and did
not believe in travel,  Johnson's style is
as well known as Johnson himsell.  Its
stately tread lefl its imprints upon all the
lHternture, and even the bills and posters
affected the high souuding style of the
time, His thonghts were simple, ener.
getic and picturesque but he translated it
into Johnsonese. Goldsmith said to him
onee, * If you were to write a fable about
fishies, you would make the little fishes
talk like whales.” As samples of his
transiations we find the original in & letter
from the Hebrides to Mrs, Thiale as ol
lows: “When we were taken up stairs a
dirty fellow bounced ount of the bed oo
which one of us was to lie™ It is trans.
lated into the journal as follows: “ Out of
one of the beds on which we were 1o re.
pose started up at our enlrance a man
bluck us o eyclops from the forge.”  Some-
times he translated while tlking, for io-
stunce speaking of the Rehearsal, he says:
“The Rehearsal hns not wit enough to
keep it sweet.'! Then after 4 puuse he
says:  “The Rehearsal has not vitality
enough to preserve it from putrifuction.”

His works, though considered as mod.
els in his time, are falling into neglect;
and the duration of his fuame rests upon
his conversation und manners  which
have been given to a world: but, while it
enjoys the result of this labor of love and
devotion, 1t refuses to give any praise to
the one who furnishes this rare and deli-
cious treat,

CIRCUMSTANCES.

In forming our opinions of men and
women, who have strayed from  the
straight and narrow way, we are 100 apt
to overlook the circumstances which sur
round them. While these muy nol always




