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WITCHCRART.
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Reinging down to us upon the hells of
memory the echoes ol the tmult have
scarcely died away, So few yemrs haye
elapsed sinee even ourown fair land was
Ahe scene of muny erael deeds, the nators
al  oulgrowth ofa syperstition so ab
supd. Wars hoave  saovificed more and |
hetter lives, perhaps, but many of these
had for their obieot some wrand sgnd noble
andd; some downtradden race to 10 upin
to the liteand Yeht of Tiberty and freedow,
some shackles ol iron o break asumier
and set the captives free; or some miss|
gwided people 1o instruet and eivilize, |
But witcheratt had none of these tor its)
object. X superstition, for it can scarcely
be dignified by the tite of belief, .-lpl‘hl}.'."ll
ing up into life v out o moment's warn
ing, like wild-tire, none wers safe (vom its
ravages  The tnest, the noblest and the
Dest svere never safe from its attack. o
rity sl innocence gave way  belore it
Onward it progressed, sweeping  every
thing betore B, and Jeaving behind it o
pathway stained with blood, amd strewn
with the dying.  Arvising frome some [ide
event in the beginning that eould easily
have heen aceounted 1or by simple com

wonsense rales of  reasan, the mania
sprend  vapidly and  inoan incredible
short spaoe ol time had exiendal over so
large an nien w8 1o be bheyond human pow.
erto control it Quiet homes wore laid
desolute, government was in imminent
dunger, pence destray ed the strongest, and
the most independent and fearless wore 1is
early victims.  Buat in our own land, ut
least, witcherafl in its power lias passed
AWy,

There sre however other species of
witcheraft which, while not so disastrous

at many different thes, o powerlul inth.
enece for evil,  Witcherstt in the zenith of

its power and glory never more eflectuul,

noble action, than the absurd ddes of a
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in their resulis have nevertheless exertod,

ly destroyed all a man's capabilities for|
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perpetial motion machine.

Precious hours  and duys, yes, even
yeurs, which should have been spent in
living nobly for life's noblest ends, haye
been iselessly  frittered away, the strong
mat’s mind becoming weak as o little
¢hild's o the manin grows upon him,
Howmie, frionds, fortane, sometimes honor
andindegeity itself) all cast aside while, tor
the timo being, insane, he perseversin his
fruitless efforis.  Not only individuals but
nalions are often attweked by this same
pencedestroyer. When o government
prosperous and happy, rushes into the
heat ol long and bloody war, easting
aside and trampling beneath its feet all
regard for justioe or unanity, and bliod.
ed by s love for congliest or the ambition
ol ils paetisan leaders, witcheralt is the
power at work belind the throne, and
cruelly does she wield the seeptre,

But often hins the world's verdiet on our
action been “witeherstt,” when really it
was the redult of profoundest  wisdou.
Al great undertakings a1 tirst  were
seatled at and their originators enlled in
sne. As ol old, o the eoloninl times o
our Puritan forefathers, true conrage, cool
Dewds und stout hearts, foneht the battle
bravely and gramdly guined the vietory.
Grand and noble truths have been uttered
for which their authors pald as dear a
price us Mary Dyar in the days of Massa-
chitsetls tyranny.  Greal names  were
stwined by the breathe of slander, which,
in the progress of preater liberty and in
telligenee, have been crased from the
hric of fanatics and mserted Hght among
(the aspivants alter truth and the ity rs
for liberty.  And a period shall come
“umid gliding years™ when witehersft
and superstitious beliefs of every sort shall
have passed away, renscn shall sit upon
the throne, wnd justice and hmanity hold
the scepier, while the sunlight of ML
shall shed its Kindly beams over all.
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