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EDvcaTion AND THE

FLECrvE FRANCHISE,

What the unimugined glories of the day®
Whint the evil thiut shatl perish in its wiay?

Add the dawning! tougue and pend
Al i, hopes of honest men,

Al e paper, sld i typo.

Ald it for the hour fs S

And our enrpest must ool slaeken into

play.

Men of thought wnl wen of action,
clenr the way ! MOBF.
EDUCATION ANDTHE FLECTIVE

FRANCHISE.

We often hear this guestion raisud o shall
we make education s test in the exereise
of the vight of suflingey  Most persons,
perhaps, will at onee answer (hisquestion
in the affirmative,  Some will answer it
thus, but thoughtlessly, since this view
of it seems o themw a selt’ evident rath.
They look at its desirability rather than at
its practicability. This proposal lins been
favored by men in high position, ns by ex-
president Grant in lis Testaninl poessnge.
Sueh u sehense has doubitless arisen from
goud motives: yol it looks inconsiston
with the spirit of one institutions, It
would, no doubt, he very desirable, conld

this be realized ; yot what is desirabie js
often quite impracticalile.  Were it other-
wise, the Utopiun theories  that  float l
aronnd us would long sinee have made
this world of ours indeed n purndise, |
This scheme we look upon s tmpracti |
cable, unjust and imlm“lir. ul Tenst, at the
present time.  Let us therefore look ut i, |
and seek to find its nature and praeticnl
bearings. Ttis, in the fivst place, Dnpre.
ticable, as itis difdeultw fix for the puor
pose u standird of education,  The erms
of the proposition itself admit of very . |
like interprettions. Shall we tuke us w |
standurd o preseribed wsmount of hook
knowledge, or shall we determine nman's
fitness by hisintelligence®  Tneither cuse |
what shinll be the degree of the stapdprl,
and ubove nll, how is it with justice o e |
determined *
qualification were adopted, 1his arbitrury

stempl 1o bring all voters 1o w common | feelings of the former would differ from

| iecessarily hold,

intellectual level wonld prove both lutile
wnd unjust,  Fatile, beeause every person
cannot gain a useful  education. Sume
may g0 toschool for yenrs, and yet be able
to read and write only in the most indifs
ferent manner.  An advantageous cduos
tion s beyond their grasp. ']'lll'llllgh sOTe
poclinrity du their intellectunl mukeap,
they cannot reasch it. Now this muy be
in purt, wdd only in padt, owing o poor
instruction in the schools. By increasing,
therefore, the effictency of the Latter, this
class may be redueced m owbers, but yet
it cannot wholly be removed.  The best
educated nations have ever contuined lurge
numbers of those having either o limited
education or none at all. And in the nu
ture of things, this will never cense tohe
the case,

The attempt wonld also be unjusy, be
auuse, iomany instanees, 1t would place
necidless burrvier between s voler andg the
use ol the cleetive franchise; nevdless be,
cruse Wiere 18 no fault on his own parct to
call for such & burrier. "A knowledge of
bouks does not jmply in every cuse n
knowledge of the most practienl use m
every day Tifeneither does e converse
The result, then, of this
pttempt would hie to take soway all political
privileges from woeliss, wherens, inn poing
of praction]l worth, many ofthese comphre
fuvoraily with some of the eduented alass.

We Turther clim that the proposal is
impolitie: The moment when edpestion
s mde o test the voter will find also
political power taken away from the peo
phe s o whole, wnd placed in the hands of
n privileged class. Our republic would
thus heeone un avistocraey, aod the very
et wounld be s diveet remove from  the
uan principaly of true democraey. 1L
wotthd also show that ane national life has
proved o bothonse eulture, aod the influ
ence thereol il o the demooratic sin-
plicity of our enrly history.  ‘The breach
between theso two elpsses, the educated

By N .
Even i a fixed stundivd of fand  the illiterate, onee made, would tend

to widen, ‘The interests, thoughts and




