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his search, without having found a clue | Upon the gronnd, his evilminded guide
that would Tead to a disproval of the ap | Wis upon him,

parent guilt of his two grandsons,  Be- The old man, thus ken at a disadvan.
fore he left Mr. Garnett, he took espeeinl | 126 was po mateh for his burly untago.
notice of Paniel Jolmson, and recognized | nist, and was soon borne to the gronnd,
Wivh as the som of his wilful daughtor Tsa. | This sinister procecding was hastened by
bel. He had soveral times seon him in | e approaching sound of cow herls,
previous years bat with himself wsually |~ " Now, old man, fork over yer dines,”

nnknown te the Iater,

Kelley, s we wust now call him, |

scemed in no respect to recognize his
grandfather, changed as the latter was by
the wearing of a full and heavy heard.
Abthough inclined to vegard im more fa.
vorabiy than hitherto, yet Mr. Bennett

* conld ot make up his mind 10 ke him
nnder his charge,

“He may be well enough disposed now,
but T doubt it He won't hold ont. Tt
Isn'tin him o do so,  He ran joto evil
from *he fivst as nanturally as & duck tnkes
to water. AL any rate, he is better off
here,"

With this resolntion he sat ont on his
return that evening st dusk, his compan.
ion of his morning journey carryving him
back, After a ride of a few miles they
reazhed o damp and lonely spot near the
shore of Squam Lake where the road tray
ersed a picce of timber. It was remote
from any habiwtion, and the deepening
shadows added gloom 1o the seene,

“How wild it is here! Have yvou not
Inst your wiy Y The rord does not seem
so well traveled ag the one we ook this
morning,” said Mr, Bennet with evident
uneasiness,

“No, I only took a shorter road so that
we would not be so late in getting there,”
suid his companion by way of explana
tion.

They had come to a secluded spot in the
little-used road, when the young man
stopped the earringe, declaring that some-
thing was wrong with the wheels,

He got out, fumbled about the carriage
a few minutes, and then reguested his
companion 1o get ont also and assist him,
having invented a plansible pretext. The
old man did so, but as soon 4z he stepped

| hissedd the villainons fe'low, atl the same
e raisimg a elnb,

At this instant a sound of rapid foot
steps was heard, and o third person was
seen hastening' toward the seene of the
disturbanes,

CHAPTER V.
ON THE TRAIL,

Let us now retuim to the two brothers,
Richiard and Stephen, the career of whom
had met with so sudden a change.

Wiile Richard was being sent 1o prison,
Stephien was not inactive.  As the expen-
ses of the wind had drawn heavily upon
their littde stock, hie began to look around
tor temporary employment, but in vain.
| He soon fonnd that he, 0o, us well ag his
arother, was now suspected and shunned,
cas he was formerly  respected and ad-
mired,

They who were once his best friends
now teeed away from him, and he was
compelled o go elsewhere until he could
chioose u definite eourse of action.  His
habits of indusiey forbade his remaining
idle. On the day that his grandfather
suw him upon the street he was leaving
the town,

Unable either to sell or vent the litle
house, he elosed it up and walked away
carrying a few effcets upon his back.
With  the belief that both he and his
brothier were the innocent victims of a gi.
gantie wrong he was not disposed to ac.
cepthis now wretchod condition as a final.
ity, but resolved as soongas he should be o
Iittle better able, to make a persevering ef-
fort 10 clear up the matter,

He did not puuse fu his journey until
le reached the distant town of Peterboro,
where he soon found employment from a
quiet, but honest and respectable farmer,




