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We only know what state of things mus!
exist af death—a comprehension of w
cliin of dependent relations,  But let us
grant that theee is an immortal state, (for
ivis easler to heliewe that the sonl is im.
mortal than to belleve that there can be un
annihilution of the recognition of  depen.
dent relations) nnd let us see how we ean
pessibly modify it and farther what are
our responsibilities coneerning it

[n the first place, the only evidence of
our will is that we have power to effect
the quality of impressions und perceptions.
This power is coextensive with the digni.
ty of onr heing, henee it is limited,  This
constitutes onr cholee of relations. It is
plain however that our choice is not un-
limited, There is always o choice, but of
ten o foreed choice: for often we come
front to front with the broad sen of cir
cumstances and the tide so hostile to our
own will in defiance 1olls its rising waves
abont our feet and we must change our
minds, henee the Timit of our responsibili.
ty.

Agnin, all must coneede that our immor.
tality is modified by our life, The number
of such modifications ean only extend 10
death, yet at desth the soul is thus
the resultof every net and thought through
1ife, furno act or thought ean be so small
but that it may have an influence,  Henee
the sonl, on its departure from the body,
looks back and perceives every relation
il hins ehosen, every perception or Tmpres.
sion. No one isso minnte but that it has
hindd o being, and from this fact it must be
reeognized, and also beennse such recog-
nitions are simply the conditions of self
knowledge,

And as the soul thus points to every one
of its ants, so, on the other hiand, every act
niist poing 1o some qualifieation of the
soul.  Each pereeption, each mpression
ench choice ml every known relation has
is prospective purpose, a purpose  for
moulding the soul thst is proportionate o
Hs own influece. Tt is plain then that du.
ring life we become the detectives of our
own luture exisience, Blep by step, mark

by murk, here by some sign or supposed
characteristic, there by some calenlated
relution between the thing seen and the
thing unseen, on this side attending to
some word of advice, on that spurt ing
iy attempt to thwart us, throngh longs
durk, gloomy alleys, through dismal dens
ns well ag throngh the temples of the
counterfeiter, we track throngh the world
onr future sell..  Nor is it until death, that
revenls the real whjeet of our search, which
has so Jong eluded us, do we come fuce to
fuce and front to front with our real future
conditions, As one, who lhias long heen
an the search for one whom hie has never
saen, yet knows him by a few unguesiion
able indiestions, is somewhat surprised
when he does see him, bueause hie per.
hinps has a hundred other characteristics,
which weie not known, so will we he sur-
prised when we come fuce to fiuce with our
future self, heennse it will be something of
whiclh we have not enongh charneteristics
o form an adequale idea.  Whatever it
mav bie, we Know i must be the resultant
of all the aets of our lives. It is then the
common purpose of ench and every
thoughtor deed. This is what we must
look forwanred to, and this we traece out by
the relations which we ourselves choose.
As we have said, as each relntion points
to the final purpose, so the final purpose
will point back ta each relution. And
sinee this is of our own selection, let us
now inguire, What should he its prime
conditions? In the first place, all will
willingly concede that it should be some.
hing possessing absolute purity.  If there
i= not the slightest stain, the least possihle
error, somuch grester will be the happi.
ness; 50 much grester will be the satisfie:
tion, In order that this purity may be
one of the conditions of immortality,
there must be nbsolute purity in life. We
of course are prone to adopt sueh a con-
clusion, through we are driven to iy by the
above premises, for we know that, at our
present advanecment, it is impossilile for
us to live a perfect life, How the grealest
purity muy be atlained o, is a guestion



