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1 Worse than War, W

ovae than estitenee.

lige dinmonds suspended in the air.  Ine
deed the ughering in of such o morn to
heautify the glovions surronndings seemed
more celestinl than terrestinl, - Man o
prosperity pretenids to cherish nature in
and aronnd his dwelling, but it is nature
crippled and deformed. To veal pature
hie is blind.  In times of adversity, and
afteryenrs of being ensluved and pom.
pered by artificial wealth, he twrns (o n
tre for solace, but it i when his pereep
tions have hecome blighted and he is no
longer a ahild of nature,

Mr. Abbott, in the early part of his life
hiad Been enguged in Toreign thavel most
of the time. After sl his travels he had
finnlly chosen this delightful part of Ten-
nessoe a8 hig permanent home, hoping he
would spend the remainder of his days in
rustic repose.  Some yoirs previous to

i removal to this part of the country, he
hind ween quite antempernte rnd conse:
yuently, his means had become impover ‘
ished But on his wife receiving a Targe |
dower, he ceased the use of intoxicating
Hguors, and closely applied himsell o |
business with prosperous resulis.

Ts it strange; then, that Mrs, Abbott on
first learning of her hnsbund’s intemper-
wnee, (al the stase, fom the woman a6ross
the way,) shonld suddenly change in her
conntenanee nnd demenanor, and lint she
should  foresee something * worse than
war, worse thun pestilence,”  How Keen
is the sugacity of woman!

CHAPTER IV,

S And so, rother Sherwin, you are ex
peeting the arrival of Lwother Abbott in &
fow days ¢ ™ interrogated a member of Mr,
Sherwin's chureh at the elose of & prayer-
meeting held at his regidence,

“Yes,” answered Mr. Sherwin.  “As
vonnections by rail are cut off in several
places; Mr. Abhott will probably arrive hy
the boat and I intend to mect him at the
wharf”

“Our town is becoming an assylum for
these refugees of the South," said Squire
Hoskon,  “The uarboring of such a non.

producing populace will produce u stag-

nution in msiness, ns most of them conie
with litille means, since they are com:
pelled 1o leave theiy resl and personal
propeety hehind.”

Tt owas but the other day that T gave
tem dollars to o destitute person that had
fled 1o the Novth, suld s stylishily dreessed
person, “ He is the owner of o large finm
in Kentueky, and was in comlarable eir.
cumstanees previous to the war.”  How
popularly henevolent!

“Mr. Abhott has beenw a prosperous mer
chant, and will probably come with ample
and convertible means," said Mr. Sher-
win,

“Does hie intend to start in permanent
und extensive business here " interrogat.
ed Squire Hoskon,

“ By what I onn glean from Mr. Abhott,
hie has from forty to fifty thousand dellas
at commund, which ne intends 1o invest
in business in this place,” said Mr, Sher.
win,  Mr. Abbott is an energetic eitizen,
bat his Inte adversity his mueh depressed
lis spivits. Tt is our duty as brothers of
the ehnreh o fend ourwid and enconrage.
ment to him in these severe trianls”

“We will, undoubtedly, give him a
hearty  weleome,”  said  the  siylighly
dressed person,

I ageeeable, brother Sherwin, T will
call tomorrow with iy carriage, s wo
will meet Mp, Abbot, as 1 would be
pleased to entertain him, and 10 show him
the town and sarrounding country,” said
Squire Hoskon.

“The churels on the corner will laugh
when they find we are making such valu.
ablo aeguisitions,” said one of the broth.
ers sneeringly,  “And when we also have
n pipe-organ, we will eall away some of
their large gatherings.

* And sister Shoerwin ean also visit Sur.
atogr and other places of resor,, said
Squire Hoskon,

Ding! ding! loud) ¢ echoed the door-bell
through the hall of the purson’s house,

“1 wonder what business any one cun
hoave ot this Jante hour,” said Mr. Shorwin

(to be continned.) o




