12 Lealand

from Norway., Ten of them died on the
voynge, but from the three that hved have
come the vast herds that now roam over
the island.  The people, however, have
made nonttemptto domestleate them, and
they are considered ns moreof wnuisanee
than otherwise, as they eal the moss
which the peasant would prefer to save lor
his own use. The prineiple domestiz ani
muls, and ehief wealth ot the Islander, are
a small Kind of horse, sheep, and cattle.
The sheep nnd enttle are housed and fed
during the winter; but the horses are
tmned loose to browse on such roots and
moss as they may be able to geab up from
under the snow,

But while Leeland has only a few native
species of animals, it has over n.rlmu.
dred species ol birds,  OF these, the elder
dnek is the most numerons and  valuable,
Its favorite places of resort are the ny-
merous small istands along the shores of
the mainlond, where it gathers to build its
nest, which it lines with o soft down Frow
its own bady,  This down s worth from
twelve 1o fifteen shillings per pound, and
forms n most yaluable article B exporta,
tion. Besides the elderduck, some of the
most niunerons Kinds of birds are the
wildswi, daven, plover and jyrfaleon.
The cod, nnddock, herving, and salmon
fisheries econstitute the chief wealth of
Teeland.  For they not only furnish the
chief article of exportation, and oceupy
the sttention or one-hnll the male popula.
tion, but also annaally atteact three and
foud lundied foreign vessels to the tsland.

The mineral RKingdom contributes little
to the prosperity of the eountry,  Sulphar
i found, but in oo Hwited  guantities Tor
profitable working, and but very litte s
exporied

The anly considerable town of the island
is Reykinvik, the capital,  This place has
a popalation of  about 14000, wnd owes
its present prosperity o its excollent har-
bor and the fisheries In it vielnity.  An
annnal (e s held here in the month of
July, when the dnhabitunts from the surs
rounding country flock (o the town 10 ex.

hibittheir wares and barter with Dapish
merahants. A publie library consisting  of
12,000 volumes wns estublished ot this
place,  Booksfrom this Tibrary are lent
oty often formany months, to the inhabi.
tants of remote districts who may be too
poor to purchuse them for themselves,
The Trelanders ave fond of litersture, and
us a4 race are as highly cultured as uny
other people. They are especinlly fond of
the elassios, and v not untrequently  hap-
pens that the traveller is addreessed in
Latin by his host, or even his peasant
guide.  Too poor 1o be constantly inereas.
ing his own stoek of books, the [eelandey
has resorted to o method by which he
may oblidn for a time tose of his neigh-
bors.  When he goes to chinvely on Suneay
morning he thkes a few of his own chojoe
volumes under his arm, and from those
which his neighbors bring he makes his
seleetions and then exchangoes.  IF in this
wiy e gets o volume which he deems
pticnlarly valuable, e copies the entire
work, wid thus notonly adds 1o his own
Hheary, but 1o lns own mental diseipline
il enlture,

Afor the fafr at Revkjovik is over, the
furmer sots aboul hay-making, which with
lim is the most lmportant husiness of (e
vear. This work is carried on when the
weather will permit, during the whole
twenty-four hours of the day.  After it is
eut, it is bound up, lowdel on the backs
o ponies, and carried to rde cartlien
houses, where it is stored away for winter
use,  When the hay crop has been taken
eare of, the farmer treats his family and
laborers o a festive supper, and o duy s
spent in jollity and sport.  There is lile
alter thisto be done out of doors: for
dreary winter soon sots in with lis storms
and darkness, and the Teelander isobliged
to puss o darge part of his time in his hay
—at ride stracture of earth and stone, and
very poorly lighted and ventilated,  Dark
covered  pussages conieet it owith e
smithy, storeroom, cow-shed und  other
out door huildings, whose filthy odors ren.
der the atmosphere of this subterranenn




