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The Centenninl Year,

Many good things lave been said in
praise of the acheivements ot the Repub
jieduring its first centur of existonce.
But in the midst of this glorification of
our materind progress there is Hittle sald of
oher matters which lie more nearly to the
fundations of our perpetaity and real
grandene as nonation
" The glamonr of riches; the affuence of
conveniences and comfurts; the brilliant
‘Illliil'!llill!l"i of seientific truths 1o the arts,
inthis country, have in & measure dazzled
ihe vision, o that the most vital princl
ples, which make all these achievements
in danger of being over

possible, are

Jooked and neglected

It will be well to turn astde for & mo. |

ment from the beaten path of our miteri-
al Priogress, and consgider whether we are
making progress in those things which
are the real glory and stability of arepub
liean state. It was said not long since by
awriter inthe Westminster Review, that
e American Republie is on trial.  Not,
certainly, whether it can amass wealth,
build cities, railroads, steam.ships and
bridges, tunnel mountains, open mines
and make witty inventions, and in fine
develop an amuaziog prodigiousness and
versatility in all its secular life

sub
and
and
ot

The trinl to which this nation isnow
jeeted i, whether all the faith, toil,
sellsnerifice which attended the birth
rebirth of our nation shall have an
come in aomore rational freedom, a loftier
patriotisi, unsullied national honor, uni
versal education and a loflier conception
of the dignity of American citizenship
and by such moral forees make the nation
lmperishiable; o1 olall our heneficent form
of government be degraded to the uses of
the public plunderer, to unrebuked politi-
eal corruption, and an utter debauchery of
the public conscience nntil neither the
forms nor the ends of our Republic shall
be longer possible.  In this wiy our conn-
try is on irisl, and the most thoughtful
winds in our nation. while participating in
the general joy, are yet opptessed with a
wiise of imminent danger 1o the integrity
of our furm of government

Ist. One of the most dangerous errors
o which the average American citizen
iy fellen s, that there s s potency wnd
dmnost 4 necessity in the form of our gov.
niment Lo nssure i“ OWnN SNCCuss il"t] 1“"'

Petuity

Tnm.uu’ lll!‘f"f‘m is n fetiseh, endued
Sith wn inexplicable and and almost irre.
Sstil]e foree, which is o guarantee ol eare
br the government sud of everybody who
Ymes within its jurisdiction. It he.
lioved 1o have fufolded a germ that must,
per force, be unfolded into a noble nation
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Wife, securing liberty and happiness as |

mturally as the oak is deyeloped from the
BEOF 1)

In upposition to this view, it 18 high
ime to ineulcate o more wholesome phil-
USaphiy, u Juster view, that our government
will be no better, no worse than the aver.
8 citizen; that if it have excellencies
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they will be only the reflected excellencies
of the peaple who constitute the state.

In that peerless dedieatory address of
Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg, we have
l[\nrtru}'t't‘l the entire theory and fact of our

political system, Said he, it is ¢f the peo.
ple, by the people and for the people,

[t sprang from the heroism, patriotism
and sacrifices of the fathers, a hundred
years ago, and must be perpetuated by the
| same spirit in their descendents; it is adi
{ ministered by the people. who all of every
Inmk and condition are concerned in the
creation and operation of the machinery
of State ; and it is for the people, 1o pro.
vide the highest physieal, intellectual and
moral developement of every individual
eitizen

It {5 nota persistent force that is imper.
{ ishable. evolving by a o law of its nature,
liberty und happiness, but rather a tender
exotic to be laboriously and continuously
cultivated: not in itself an end but a
means for securing freedom and human
developement

2. Another danger that manifestly im-
perils our national life, and puts it on trial
| for existence, is political corruption,

It is not believed that uny party justi.
fies plundering the public, but all more or
less pa'liate it.  Indeed the gutter politi
tician, who reluctantly rises to make a
speech, is most vociferous in his denuncia_
tion of administrative corruption, and
most eloguent in pralse of the purity of
the ballot, and incorruptibility in office:

Carlyle have often a pertinent npplication,
| “Reform thyself and then you may be
sure there one less rascal in the world,™
It painfully notorious that even
among our hest public men, that they have

is

‘| one standard of moral action in private

life, and quite another for their political
actions. In their corporate or aggregate
capacity, they do what in private life
would be accounted villuinous. Now no
| government can long subsist on such a
| busis.  The virus will spread until every
part will become lnfected ; the publie con.
science will become debauched and the
fair fabric of the government will fall.

3. It is Ay the people, but a danger arises
beeanse our nice, respectuble, easedoving
money-miking people have no taste or
time for making their government.  We
have the anamoly, fast growing into
alarming proportions, of asovereign with.
lout & crown, “a poor despised Lear."
| How did our sovercign come siuch a
||ni!il‘ul pass? Simply by pretending to be
| something when he is nothing. He claims

to have sovereign powes, but is loo lazy,
| selfish or cowardly to use it If
Ir-i;,qn, it ix every man's duty to act the sov.
G1f Alexander wishes to be a god

ey

W sover-

ereign
let him act the god."

Nor can this sovereignty be properly
exercised by spasmodic spurts, when some
colossal erime I8 to be overthrown. It
must be constant as the Caucus, uninter-
mittant and vigilant as Argus. Tt may
not accord with the nice tastes und private
pursuits of some men 0 be elbowed in
| the primaries, and w confront brazen im-

To such a blatant patriot the words of

1876.

pudence at the polls, and yet this may be
the price we must all pay for good gov.
ernment,

The young men, especially the educa
ted ones of the land, should seriougly pon
der their responsibility in this regard, and
not flinch from the most strenuous efforts,
and if need be, from the most disagreeable
tasks, Lo compel the selection of wise log-
wlators, and the framing of wholesome
luws,

Ex Governor Dix, in a recent address,
deplored the neglect of politieal affairs
by many of the best men of the nation,
und proposed to disfranchise every citizen
who voluntarily neglected the right of
voting for two consecutive years, Jris a
shame that this jmplied censure is too
much deserved; but the abstention of
large masses of our best citizens from
public affuirs is a shame and a crime, and
some penalty would be timely as it is ur
gent.

Among the Greeks the word ddiot signi.
fied one who was 50 mueh engrossed in
private affuirs that he neglected public
duties. As we have the word fool, which
is nearly synonomous with it, would it not
be well to appropriate the word idiof ex.
clusively to that man who is so devoid of
public spirit as to neglect entirely the pub.
lic duties he owes to the statet  Nor noed
the word lose its meaning of utter stupidity
when applied to this class, who when they
ought to he sovereigns ure political non.
This might be a mode of pun.
ishment, perhaps but little less effective
for reforming the negligent than the pro-
posed disfrunchisement AR B

entities,

The Trial by Jury.

The origin of this institution of com.
mon law is lostin the dark and gloomy
period of the middle ages.  Antiguarians
have traced it back into the early days ol
English history, and consequently it must
have existed, in an exceedingly crude
form, nmong the earliest Saxon colonies,
But as to the true origin, we can only con.
jecture. Itis argned by some, and be
lieved to be a settled fact, that this mode
of tria]l was invented or founded by Al
ferd the Greal who, on account ot his su.
perior genius and ability, and his acheive.
ments in regard to other picces of judieinl
polity, it may be probable that the honor
i« due him. But we are inclined to think
not, Tt was thecustom of ancient Greece
to bestow upon her own Hercules what.
ever schievement was performed, far su.
perior, and heyond the power of man.
kind. Blackstone, who hus so ably writ.
ten the commentaries on the English law,
snvs that the institution was universally
sstablished among all the northern na.
tions, and so interwoven fo their constitu.
tions that the earliest accounts of the one
also give us some traces of the other.
And it is almost universally agreed that
this system of trinl was in existence long
before the time of Alfred, At what time
it wns introduced toto Englund is not
known, but it is supposed w have been

adopted immediately after the trinl by bat-

tle was nbolished (which was the mode of
trinl then uged by the Normans.) To the
burdened and downdtrodden people of
those days, the trial by jury was a great
blessing, although it existed in an exceed.
ingly barbarous form, it was pronounced
the principal bulwark of their liberties.
And to day the constitution of our coun-
try guarantees the trial by jury in most all
lcuncs. excepting upon hupeachments, and
where the subject matter of the controver.
sy does not exceed twenty dollars.  Also,
the majority of our States have asserted in
their constitntions the right to such & tri
al.  Buton account of the universality of
its ndoption, we should not stop and think
that this system had attained the highest
degree of perfection. But we find, after a
careful investigntion, that the trinl by jury
iz neither suitable to ordinary nor to po-
liticn]l occurrences, and neither does it
meritthe panegyrics commonly lavished
upon it.  And as some writer has boldly
aflirmed, it is time that the public mind
was aroused to its many deficiencies and
to the greater claim on its confidence of a
triined judge, The principle objection
found against our present jury system iy
that a class of men are placed upon the
Jjury who are entirely destitute of even a
common school clveation, whose minds
are casily prejudiced, and who wre indu-
enced to an alarming cxtent by public
sentiment, or by the cloguence of the
lnwyers.  And itean be no slight trial to
the feelings of a humane judge, who may
know that by his summing up, the mo.
mentous decision will be greatly intlu-
enced,
| It is exceedingly hard to assume the
hinek cap and solemnly adjure the felon to
seek from heaven the mercy he cannot ex-
| pect from man.  But this, indeed, must be
the duty of the learned judge before an
American jury. They who are influenced
by the eloguence of the lawyer, and who
retire into thew room bearing only the ar.
guments and eloguence of the lust speak.
er upon their minds, As an illustration,
a learned lawyer once suid, “Ina criminal
case, give the eriminal the testimony and
me the last speeeh, and T wili insure a ver
diet for the plaintiff, from an Amcerican
Jury."

Another serious objection is their in
Labilty to coneur inaverdict. As an exam.
[ ple of this, we refer to the Beecher Tilton
[trinl. After weeks and months hind been
spent, and immense sums of money  had
been used, the jury came into court with
the tidings that they could not
This is only one case amaong muuy.
this not arouse ns and tell
grent deficiency ?

ngree.
Does
us there is o

Again, we rely o mueh upon the jury
The unanimous conaurrence iwelve
men we are o believe as strong evidence
of & carrect resull,  But this unanimity
puts on a very different aspect, and De-
comeg fur more insignificant, when we re-
member (e probability that an impaticnt
minority may have yielded—as surely
they have often  done—their consciences
and their opinions to an equally impatient

ll]ab:ril.)', :
We have no wish to press too far the ar-




