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morning. Lot us therefore continue o tread in the good old
path in which our alumni have gone,  Let ug not change from
that which has served us so well,  Let us let good  enough
alone,
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ALUMNI AND FORMER STUDENTS.

(niania, February 20, 1892,
Bditor Alwmui Depaviment, HESPERIAN:

After having withheld comment on ‘Une HEsSreRIaN for
many years because comment would not he favorable, it gives
me real pleasure 1o tell you how niuch better the paper looks
and Yreads.' A little heavier paper and ‘1'ik HEsreriaN
will runk with any college publication, 1t surprises me, hows
ever, W still observe the olil arguments being  printed cons
cerning military deill that were prevalent in my day, and
which I thought had been disposed of after o long and blomly
war,  Same of the incidents and accidems of that warfare,
which took place when the deill was first made compulsory
should be velated for the benetit of later stadems, [ oam
vather pleased than otherwise to ascertain that hevealter no
cadet will he allowed to wear any part of his uniform when
not on duty unless e wears the whole. To my mind, nothing
louks seedier than 1o see a neatl blue jacket with brownish or
yellowish or even black tiousers:or a little cadet cap v the
head ofa man the vest of whose dress does not carry out the
military idea.  Second, while not familiar with your arvange
ments, | can scarcely believe that  your lewtenant  and
some clothing house in the east have entered into o combina:
tion to do you wp.  Where you have so many in the hattalion
you will find it much cheaper to by your siits by contract
than o get themw heve and there,  [Uis the experience of all
military, masonic or wniformed orders,

Regavding the more general proposition todrill or not 1o
diill, my adyice t the hoys would be, after four years out of
my six ot the university, in which 1 was a member of the
battalion, to deill by all means. | have seen so many of the
fellows go into the school with slouchy  gait, rusty clothes,
and o general appearvance that would detract from any effort
they may make in the world, who, after a lew weeks' drill,
were seen 1o be straighter, more precise mnd more active,
who had lost their indifferent aiv by donning a new amd percfect
fitting suit of blue, so that T oannot imagine why any should
oppose so capital a plan to make men quick eyed, graceful,
bright, and healthful.  To be sure you plead the gymnasium;
but that will not aceomodiate yomr present numbers, nor will
it be patronizedd unless compulsory and it so, which is prefer-
able, the dangers and excesses that attend athletes, or the
even, cavelully prepaved out-door maneuvers? Bless me, when
1look hack at the thivty straggling boys whom we thought o
great company, I cannot see how one of you can esteem it
anything less thun a privilege to be one in a battalion of 200,

with guns, equpments, and an armory, of which we never
dreamed.

One more woril,
corps coming up to Omaha at the time of the national
encampment. That is good, and will advertise the univer:
sity lot o solid week here; bt don't stop at that.  On the
divy of the great parade of national guards amd ather crack
companies from all parts of the United States semd up the
whole battalion lullly equipped and with your heavy guns. |
will see that you have horses to drag them, and it will do
more Ut anything 1 can imagine at the present moment 1o
attraet the boys of Omaha 1o the university, and result in a
larger attendance theve from Omaha, a state of things gveatly
o be desired.

Believe me, | will do all T ean at this end of the line to

I understand therve is o chance of a drill
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afd the battalion In sueh an undertaking, amd 1o make it
pleasant tor them while here,  Faithfully yours,
CLEMENT CHASE, '83.

‘gt 1L Chappel writes from Harvard divinity school
to  stident of the U, of N, as follows:

“Nours of Inte date very gratefully acknowledged, |
should have oheyed your behest sooner but mid-year examin
ations weare un me, and not knowing what to expect from a
Harvard hnal examination, | very natuvally was applying the
spurs to my ponies with redoitbled vigor, preparing to run
the gauntlet, Istormed the last battlement this afternoon,
and doubtless feel as Grant did after the capture of his Vieks-
hurg, ;

As you are probably aware the year is divided into two
parts here, each cloging with a final examination.  But the
finnl examination here at the end of the second half-year
covers all the grouhd gone over during the year.  You doubt-
less envy us the exquisite pleasure of such an experience.
Harvoard exanminations are not what ones might be led to
expect from such o college,  don't wonder that tutors pros-
per s well here. A man has better opportunities herve than
perhaps any other place in the country in many lines, but it
is possible to get through by systematic cramming for a few
days befove the examination without having done very much
work.  Most of the teaching §s done by lectures; in many |
cotykes norecitations whatever ave requived,  They mark by
fetters heve which are Ay Ao minus, B plus, B, B minus, C
plus, C € minus, D plus, Dy D oaninus, 150 plas, andd F. 1S
plug is required Lo pass. A minis means a little less than A,
B plus means o little more than 1, and so op,

Phe examinations are given uplarely 1o deils, giving -
tle scope (o real scholarly treatment uf subjects, It Seems to
me that such a system must foster narrowness vather than
breadth and depih. T would not have you think thit it s not
possble to do good work here, but some of their methods are
a little mossy.

We have had some tnteresting newspurper diseussions over
the question ol vollege fratermities, dnd the admission of
wiomen 1o H.'lr\'.'u‘ll l.'n"l.'ge. Not l-lilg V] Wi l.lJ}‘d Ciarri-
SO llll]l“hht‘.ll an apen letter o President Elliot i the Boston
Herald against college seeret societies. [t appears that a son
af his who is agtending college here was recently admitted (o
a leaternity ealled 10 K, B Every candidate must be
branded on the arm with a lighted cigar in several places,
and subimiy 1o other bivharous practices,  But the sodety s
so very popular that nothing seems 1o daunt the would be
candidate for admission.  Mre. Garrison's son ok sick soon
after the ardeal and hlood poisoning was the result.  Where-
fore, My, Garrison walks upon President Elliot rough shod for
allowing such a barbarous institution to exist among the stud-
ents; to all of which Mr, Elliot answers that the faculty have
no authority i the premises, and every thing denends upon
And so
the ball rolls merrily on.  During the scrap, other matters
have come up for review, and My, Garrison calls the Lculty
and divectors of Harvard college a remuant of medieval mon-
asticism anid other wodignified and galling names for not
admitting women (o thew college, thereby making it possible
o elevate the moral tone of the college by association with
the gentler sex.  He further lkened them to a boarding
sehoonl and & monastery, ete., all of which in this connection
I helieve is quite true, There is little but that the
woral tone st Harvard is very much below that at the Uni.
versity ol Nebraska."

duoubt

‘gt ~]. B. Fogarty has closed his school at Hermosa, 8.
1., and will engage in newspaper work at Hot Springs, 5. 1),




