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The Gevmnn Historviea) seminar,

hints upon historical investigation and stady, and (c) rules andd

» [ Extracts from Professar F.o M. l"lil‘ﬁ'ﬂ accouiit of the | regulations of the seminar.  He stated that the attendanee,
¢

German Historical Seminar published in t
numbers of the Adeademy. |

About two weeks after the opening of the semester, the
first mecting of the seminar oceurs,  What 1 deseribe s what
I avtually experienced,  Whether this peture is trae, i all
its details, of work in other universities, I am wnable to say.

An American needs all of his mather wit to enable him to
make his way during the firs* foew months at Leipzig.  The
buildings of the academic department alone oceupy neavly all
the space enzlosed by four streets, and the intevior courts,
intricate passages and antiquities of a like natuve, are quite
sure to perplex a man eoming from a city where all the houses
front on the street and every foot of ground is not utilized fo,
building purposes.  The rooms of the historical seminar are at
No, 7 Universitatsstraise.

On the fourth Aoor, I pavsed before two substantial hard-
waonil daors, very modern in appearance, hearing above them
in large letters, “Aistorischer Semnar.,’’ At this side of the
door, was a German  hoot-cleaner  with its brashes on top,
sides, and bottom,  Passing through a convenient ante-room,

April and May i g6 in all, was larger than ever before. Clonsider in connection

with this that there ave move than 3000 students at the univer
sity, and it hecomes at onee evident that a relatively small
number are studying histary,  On the second point, he gave
as the pele of investigation, the advice once given by Syhel,
SEallow up your subject wntil no man on God's earth knows
more about it than you do,' He then read the rules and reg-
wlations, keeping up o running commentary and softening his
remarks upon fines by o good'natured laugh, T dréw from
his remarks that the rules were the ontgrowth of experience,
and that the welfave of the seminar demands a rigid enforee
ment of them, The professor then informed us that as our
pames were ealled we conld come forward, receive the dand
sehdigy, andd obtain nocard and key.

The following Wednesday evening al a0 quarter after sis,
the students received Prafessor Maurenbrecher with the same
respect, and were recognized by himin the same gracions man-
ner as on the previous Saturday.  This hearing of the German
student toward his instructor mukes o vivid impression: on an

with its ¢oat and umbrella rack and its bowls with running
wier ml an abundance of soap and towels, suggestive of
clean hands and consequently wnsoiled pages, I entered  voom
No, 11,

The whole nimber of rooms devoted to the work of the
historical seminar, inclusive of the ante-room, is ive,  Thige
face ipon the street: Noo I aacient history: Now UL wsed for a
library; Noo 1 medieval and modern history, while No. A
asmall back raom of No, T, estending into the court, is used
by students that ave swriting theis theses and prearipg for espm
ination,  The corresponding departments from the  grinnd
fHoor up are used for the various seminars and institates.

All the membors of the differcul givisiuns ware prescut i
room No, 111, on this eveniog, as Dr, Maurenbiecher, (he
divector, was to organizé the work, 1 was acquainted with no
one but the profissor, amd naweally did not feel quite S
Aarese.”  As | entered the apartmoent, at a few minutes after
six, | was ntonce captivated by the scene taken in at a glance
of the eye: the room wis well Gilled with students, sume el
ing at the long tables, some standing in Tiele groups  engaged
in low conversation, while the shaded lights and the book- |

cases in the dusky background, gave o charin to the picture | works of later historians covenmg thils grovnd,  There was

that 1 at onee acknowleged,
The hands of the clock Indicated the fivst quarter after six,

Americen, it isso vadienlly different from what we ave used o
at home; for withins, however much we may honor o man, we
e not accustomed o make a e god of him,  This evening
the professor’s casy chair had been placed at the hewd of the
Tong arm of the table, woward the steeet, gk he was obliged
to ke guite o detowe before teaching 1. The students stood
i stlence on both sides of the 1 shaped wable, and, as Mauten
brecher passed, they toned about so tliit their faces were coan-
stantly toward hing A second Tnter, we were all in our places,
our eves ixed upon the Dig wman at the head of the ble,
Nute buoks, paper, pon, aod ik, and pencils were in use o
alF sides andl the stadents were Dusily ongigisd in taking notes
on the literatre andalivisions of the saldect 1o e stadied,
e Augaburger Reichstag"

I was very catious wo learn Just how the work would L
Fied oufy aned followed the “torder of business' gquite elosely.
The Hrest topie taken up wis the Hteratmee of the subjects ‘1'his
consisted ofy Besty the letters and reports of those who had
taken i netwe part iy the affaies of the Relehstag, hence, eye
withesses: sovond, Tettens and reports of  contemporirics, who
i ot get theiv matecial fivst T bt beiag personadly intes
estod, were likely to draow v fram reliable sources; thied,
no
extendued diseussion of the werts or demerits of the works,
fivether than an veeusional statement tin the writer was not in

and suddenly a solemn stillness pervaded the apartment. Each | a position ovobitain céliable nfarmation, was oot an eye wit-
man standing up by his chaiv turned hjs face towards room | ness; or gave ouly one sile of the story, while at the sume
No. IV, at the door of which Protessor Maurenbrecher | time witnesses were namesd who supplicd the counter  version.
appeared. A chair had been placed for him at the extremity | Every ook wis expected ta be within reach of the students,
of the short are of the table, and near the door throngh which | if these were notto be tound in the seminas Hhiniry the senior

bee had enteved,  Reaching this he acknowledged the presence
of the students by a bow and o “good  evening, gentlemen,'”
and then with a wave of the hand, rveguested them o he
seated, while lie remnined standing, his hand an’ the back  of
the chair.

The professor is the life of o seminoar, almost everything
depends apon the individuality of the wan, as it gives the
color to the whole work,  Maurenbrecher has made a name os
nowriter on u‘furl,u.'lliun ]I"N'lur_\.', ardd i is from that period, fo
the most part, that he selects the subjects for study and disens.
sion,  Toslt at the some talile with a man who hoas spent forty
years at his life to the investigution of un historical perviod, to
listen to his criticisms and suggestions, will fire a young stud-
ent as nothing else can,

The remnrks of the professor that evenlug might be
summmed up under three heads: (o) preliminary remarks, (b)

||i|ll".|li'.m was instrieted v bring them troms the university
| library and rotain them during the semoster.
| The second topic was the divisions of the subjeots therve
were nipe. The professor énumerated them, and  indicated
the ground covered by each.  The dstibution of the Lopios
was particularly interesting,  Looking wronnd the wble iy a
| goodd ‘natured way, Maurenbrecher asked who would ke the
fisty sume one at onee voluntered, and was received with a
| smidle aud, SAR! T thank vou, ™ Huuwlinn:.'; the students rose,
| at other thaes they did pot, and “1' take that' was the ous
tomary expression. The whole affair was very informal, and
whenever during the evening the men spoke, it was always
with the utmost freedom amnd the evident feeling that they
stood on an equal footing with the professor, 1 do not recall
that two men ever voluntered o tuke the same topics had that
occured, Manrenbrecher would, doubtless, have exercised his




