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American robot lands on asteroid

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

landing a few minutes after 3 p.m. EST.

COLUMBIA, Md. —With its rockets firing,
an American spacecraft floated toward Eros,
hit once, bounced high and then settled onto
the barren rocky surface as mankind’s first

robot visitor to an asteroid.

A strong radio signal, interrupted only
briefly during the bounce, proved that the craft
that was never designed to land had, in fact,
come to a featherlight touchdown on Eros,
more than 196 million miles from Earth,
astounding even the officials overseeing the

mission.
And it was still working,

It was the first time an American craft had
made an initial unmanned landing on an outer
space body, officials said. Unmanned Soviet
craft arrived first on the moon, Venus and Mars.

“I am happy to report that the NEAR has
touched down,” mission director Robert
Farquhar said in announcing the Monday
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impact.”

“We are still getting signals. It is still trans-
mitting from the surface.”-

The 1,100-pound NEAR - Near Earth
Asteroid Rendezvous — beat long odds to make
its spectacular landing. Engineers had said
there was less than a 1 percent chance of it sur-
viving the impact and some NASA officials had
forecast a “controlled crash,” not asoft landing.

“We thought it would be all be over when it
hit,” said Farquhar. “This was a landing, not an

NASA administrator Dan Goldin said the
achievernent opened the way for later missions
to asteroids and comets.

“They made a spacecraft that was only
designed to orbit and then they put it down on
an asteroid and it’s still working,” said Ed
Weiler, NASA's chief scientist. “That is amaz-

Weiler said the NEAR landing taught valu-
able lessons that would help in future explo-

ration of asteroids and comets. Such missions,
he said, could be important if an asteroid such

as Eros ever threatens the Earth. A similar

“This

space mountain is thought to have killed the
dinosaurs 65 million years ago.
landing gives us alot of practice,” said
Weiler. “We'll eventually want to land on
comets.”

NEAR achieved orbit of Eros, an asteroid
named for the Greek god of love, on Valentine’s
Day last year. It's mission will officially end on

Valentine’s Day this year.

Operating on instructions loaded in its’
computer, the craft fired braking rockets

Monday morning to drop it out of Eros’ orbit

burst

and send it spiraling downward. Four more
rockets firings slowed it further, with the final
coming even as it touched the surface.
The last rocket thrust, along with Eros’
minuscule gravity, allowed NEAR to bounce,
perhaps as high as 100 meters, said some engi-
neers, and then to settle on the surface.

Group aims to jet humans to Mars

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SILVERTON, Ohio — Lyle
Kelly greets a visitor to his home
in this Cincinnati suburb with a
button proclaiming “Mars or
Bust” pinned to his tan i

As chairman of the Ohio
chapter of the Mars Society, Kelly
helps lead a drive to persuade the
U.S. government to commit to

human exploration and settle-

ment of the red planet.

“We'rereally just chompingat

the bit to see us make a start,”
Kelly said.

The society, founded in 1998,
boasts 3,000 to 4,000 members
who this month launched a lob-
bying effort to visit or provide
materials to every lawmaker in
Congress.

Robert Zubrin, president of
the Mars Society, said the United
States could have humans on
Mars in 10 years at a cost of $20
billion. He said his group's offen-
sive has begun now, in part, to
grab the attention of the incom-
ing Bush administration.

“It is in the first year of a new
administration that great initia-
tives are launched,” he said.

Zubrin is the founder of

President Bush's transition team
about a humans-to-Mars project
and gotten a positive reception.
However, he said, they raised
concerns about whether
Congress would fund it.

Pete Sepp, spokesman for the
National Taxpayer’s Union, a gov-
ernment-spending watchdog
group, said the society should
look to the private sector for help
in getting to Mars.

“We would view it as a waste
of federal tax dollars precisely
because NASA doesn’t have a
clue how to get there cheaply,”
Sepp said. “If they pin their hopes
on NASA, they're going to be
waiting a long time before a man
or woman ever sets foot on
Mars.”

NASA plans six missions to
Mars this decade, using robots.

“NASA does not have an
ambitious Mars program,”
Zubrin said. “There’s no compar-
ison between what humans can
do and what robots can do.”

Kelly said the humans-to-
Mars project would take up only
25 percent of NASA's budget and
0.2 percent of the total U.S, budg-
et.

“It’s affordable,” he said. “It

one contender for the money.”

Developing a successor for
the space shuttle and establish-
ing a presence on the moon are
other ideas co for fund-
ing, along with the International
Space Station, a 16-nation effort
already under way. :

Kelly said the society has
taken some practical steps to
demonstrate that human explo-
ration of Mars is possible.

Last summer, the society
built a research station on Devon
Island in the Canadian Arctic.
The station is designed to test
Mars exploration equipment and
procedures and what it would be
like to live under conditions that
would be similar to those on
Mars.

“It’s the most Mars-like place
on Earth,” Kelly said. “It’s cold. It's
rocky terrain.” The 59-year-old
Kelly, who has engineering
degrees from the University of
Delaware and Comell
worked at Proctor & Gamble in
computer database administra-
tion before retiring in August. He
was bitten by the Mars bug two
years ago while attending a sci-
ence fiction convention.

Kelly said reasons to go to
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Part time evenings and weekends. Call
484-5775 or 47 . Ask for Janet.

Wanted: Student night

E Union
Nights and weekends to fit your schedule.
$7/hr+. Apply to Bill Behmer, 220, Ne-
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1 Call toll-free 'm a visually impaired student jooking for &
-888-253-6345. reacer to sssist mo research projects.
Wes, 436-0740.
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Delivery Drivers
Domina's Pizza is now hiring for day and eve-
ning shifts for delivery drivers and limited eve-
nlng inside help. No necessary. All
gu to start is n?:od driving record, relia-

Mﬁonal vehicle, liability insurance, and a
Applyltany of the Domino’s lo-

Call or stop Biomed er, 300 5.
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FULL-TIME LABORATORY
OPPORTUNITY.

MDS Pharma Services is
MDS Pharma Services, a leader in the
ceutical testing Industry has cpponunities
available for Instrument Operators in our
Bionalytical Services Division. Duties include
running, maintaining and making repairs on LG,
GC, and RIA and LCMSMS instruments. We re-
qul.rn !he minimum of an Associate

1t and prior with or knowi-
odne of the above mentioned Instruments. We
offer wages, lots of growth op;l'l-»

ing is a full-time overnight position. Thé hours
lr% Monday thmugh%ﬂidny 10:30 pm to

/‘)
Pharma Services
Human Resources - J-LA
621 Rose Street
PO. Box 80837

Lincoln, NE 68501
FAX: (402) 476-7598
E-mail: hr@mdsharris.com

ree or

INTRAMURAL FLOOR
HOCKEY OFFICIALS
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Center
teachers, Monday-Friday,
from campus

needs

3-5:30pm. short drive
- 30pm. Only a

Full time day sift position, work with video
Y an opening. Apply at Gamer's at

We nead 'I' -time/Tull-time. m

Part-time nIEht auditor needed. Two
Hours: mi I&m—a.n Apply at

Days Inn south, 1140 Calvert. 7111

Pians for Spring Break or a Summer Trip?
Need extra pockat moneyl
m our team at TFIUGEEN CHEMLAWN and
mum
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+ Telemarketing skills helpful
+ Flexible hours for day or night part time
+ We work around school schedules

+

& Fun work

Please apply at 4141 North 2Tth St. or call our
24-hour hotline, 1-888-634-1203.
EOE/AAP/MIFN/D.

Sales help needed. $7.00/hour. 3pm-7pm Tues-
w 10am-6pm on Saturday. Apply 1745

Teller

Monday and Wednesday evenin gs and every
other Saturday. Rest of hours (25-40 flexible).

Full-time in summer. Perfect for part-time stu-
dents, time to study. 140 S. 48th. Check.
WANTED
0utstand‘i{ng Leaders

The 4-H Campus |n Nebraska, located at the
N ‘orest-Halsey, Schram State
Park-Gretna, snd Harlam cumy Reser-
voir-Alma, are accepting applications for sum-
mer program staff. Spend mid-May to
mid ust leadi in outdoor programs.
You wuH be trained to teach nature,
ropes.-’conﬂdence course, canoeing, tubing,
crafts, overnight camping and many more prD-

rams. You do not need to be in 4-H to apply.

or more Information call: (402)472-871 or

il: blorkovici1@unl.edu.

STUDENT

University of Nebrasks-Lincoln

WE NEED GRADUATE
ASS

In Student Involvement for the 2001-2002 aca-
demic yearl Assistantships offer opportunities
for decision making, sanlng policy devei-
and evaluation. Applications and posi
tion descriptions are avail lbll at 200 NU, 300
ECU, the Culture Center and the Women's Cen-
ter. Check our website

WWW.
information or call Student Involvement
472-2454.

With Children

«Do you enjoy with infants/toddlers or
B you excied

;\:;nu about the development of chil-
sWould ?mnumummumw
If s0, the Gallup Child

have a nterviewing
Canterp?oda 1 4at¥°" 6700, Mondlr Friday,
Sam-5pm.

Wrestling officials needed for Lincoln Public
Middle Schools. Knowledge of wrestling re-

uired,. Dates are March 3, 10, 17, 24. G-II
1603.

510 Child Care Needed

home for chil-
. no smokers,
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W:MWU\
dren age 2 and 4. 7:30 to 5:3

must have car. Send
formation about
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530 Summer Jobs

4,500 Summer Jobsil_
amps - You al NY, -
S%I NEEDED: Tennis, Bnlm
wwl o Lifeguards, " WSI, Water M'a.
1ng Wind surfing, Archery, Mountain iklng
Rock climbing, Ropes, Piano Accompanist, Dra-

ma. G i
lene Streisand

oy sou -443-8428;

OOUNSELORS
Faciiities-Grest Experience

Ex

lege staff. Gain leadership experience,
training, salary, room and board, a
differance to kids and friondn. The best

nﬁ you'll ever get to dol Cabin coun-
selors, pool, Iake climbing wall, nature,

gmunds crew, store manag-
er, video trip staff. Contact
YMCA Camp Kitaki in Lincoin now for an
appilcaticn at (402) 434-9225 or e-mail
campkitaki@aol.com.




