
New legislators eager, 
ready to learn the ropes 
■While some have worked 

closely with the Legislature „ 
before, others are just starting. 

BYGWENTTETGEN 

With new state senators 

completing their first-ever week 
of legislative duties Wednesday, 
some may feel a little over- 
whelmed. 

“Sometimes, I feel like I’m 
walking on foot, while everyone 
else is riding on horseback,” said 

1 Sen. Chip Maxwell of Omaha. 
"But I’m enjoying it.” 
Maxwell is one of seven new 

senators this session. 
And while some have had 

some legislative experience, 
others have had none at all. 

Sen. Carroll Burling of 
Kenesaw, a lifetime farmer 
before being elected, has been 
involved in some way with the 
legislative process since 1986, 
serving as a lobbyist and as part 
of the Nebraska and Iowa Farm 
Bureaus. 

“There’s really been no sur- 

prises; it’s just been learning 
how to be a part of the 
Legislature instead of an 

observer,” Burling said. 
On the other hand, Sen. 

Doug Cunningham of Wausa, 
one of three retailers in the 
Legislature, said the procedures 
and technical aspects of the 
Legislature were still all Greek to 
him. 

"I’ve learned I have a lot to 

Reactions 
vary with 
new board 
BOARD from page 1 

Martin said, the commission, 
which evaluates programs pro- 
posed by the regents and cre- 
ates long-term, comprehensive 
plans for educational institu- 
tions, would lose its ability to 
eliminate duplication and 
waste in the system if it's com- 
bined with the other groups. 

Once the commission is 
fused with the other institu- 
tions, Martin said, it will no 

longer be able to objectively 
operate as a check and balance 
on suggested university pro- 
grams. 

Fortunately, she said, it 
would take more than a bill to 
remove the commission, which 
was created in 1990 by a consti- 
tutional amendment 

Martin said because the 
commission was created by a 
constitutional amendment, it 
would take another amend- 
ment to disband the group. 

Regent Chuck Hassebrook 
isn't excited about the proposed 
super-regent group either. 

Hassebrook said propo- 
nents' of the plan need to 
demonstrate a centralized edu- 
cational body would improve 
the quality of state's education- 
al system. 

So far, he said, he hasn t 
heard or seen anything that 
shows one board would be bet- 
ter than three. 

“The evidence is not there,” 
he said. 

Martin also said propo- 
nents needed to prove their 
case before changes should be 
made. And', she said, other 
states about 25 -that have a 

super-regent system have yet to 
demonstrate the system has 
boosted the quality of their 
educational systems. 

Hassebrook said he was also 
worried each institution’s indi- 
vidual role and responsibility 
would be lost in the massive 
merger. 

Still, Hassebrook said he 
was open to new ideas and will 
listen to arguments for the plan. 

“I’m not unalterably 
opposed,” hesaid. 

Jeff Renner, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the 
Nebraska State Colleges, which 
governs the state colleges, said 
he was also skeptical about the 
plan, but not opposed to learn- 
ing about it. 

Renner said his main fear 
was small colleges would be 
lost during the shuffle. 

But, he said, there could be 
benefits from the system. 

"I have an open mind for 

Legislature 
learn,” Cunningham said, “but 
the other senators and my staff 
have been so helpful.” 

Despite the freshman sena- 

tors' varying backgrounds, their 
work as legislators remains the 
same. 

Serving on committees, talk- 
ing with constituents, and 
thumbing through piles of 
information and paperwork will 
put freshman senators to the 
test as the session continues. 

“The shear volume of infor- 
mation is enormous,” Maxwell 
said. "There is no way any one 

human can process it all at one 
time.” 

And that’s why experienced 
senators are patient in repeating 
information and explaining 
procedures to new senators. 

“Everyone’s very accommo- 

dating'and helpful,” Maxwell 
said, as he explained what he 
calls his “Columbo privilege,” 
or the liberty to ask questions 
about the meanings of certain 
bills or procedures. 

Said Burling of his first week 
of work: “Go slow. Don’t make 
too many waves early. Establish 
a good rapport with other sena- 

tors, and be assertive, but not 
too aggressive.” 

Other senators echoed 
Burling’s advice. 

“Never be afraid to ask a 

question. Remember you 
earned your right to be there 
just as much asa 20-year veter- 

‘There’s really been no 

surprises, it’s just been 
learning how to be a 

part of the Legislature 
instead of an 

observer.” 

Carroll Burling 
senator 

an,” Maxwell said. 
As one of the few freshman 

committee chairmen, Sen. 
Philip Erdman of Bayard heads 
the Enrollment and Review 
Committee, the honorary com- 

mittee chairmanship given to 
the youngest incoming senator, 
and was also elected vice-chair- 
man of the Retirement 
Committee. 

“Be prepared,” Erdman said. 
“It’s an outstanding opportuni- 
ty. The swearing-in is very hum- 
bling. You have to keep the right 
attitude as the session goes 
along.” 

But one of the most reward- 
ing things for any senator, 
Maxwell said, was being able to 
talk with constituents. 

Maxwell said Monday a con- 

stituent came to Lincoln and 
visited with him about submit- 
ting a new bill. 

"We all have the same objec- 
tive: to figure out the best way to 
serve our people." 

Suspected meth lab 
leads to local fire 

Hie Lincoln Fire Department 
found more than expected when 
it responded to an early Sunday 
morning fire at4833 S. 66th St 

Deputy Chief Larry Edwards 
said chemicals recognized for 
making methamphetamine were 
discovered in a first floor bath- 
room of the house on fire. 

Edwards said the chemicals 
may have played a key role in 

starting the fire, but nothing had 
been determined 

Marvin Schwab, 52, Deborah 
Schwab, 50, and Benjamin 
Schwab, 21, were all in the home 
at the time of the fire, Edwards 
said. 

The family was alerted by a 
smoke alarm and Benjamin 
Schwab, who began hollering, 
Edwards said. 

Benjamin Schwab, who was in 
the bathroom at the time of the 
fire, received 2nd to 3rd degree 
burns on the bottom of his feet, 
Edwards said. 

Benjamin Schwab is being 
questioned because he was in the 
bathroom where the suspected 
meth-making chemicals were at 
the time of the fire. 

The investigation to deter- 
mine the start of the fire is ongo- 
ing, Edwards said. 

Law and Order 

James Ellis, the fire investiga- 
tor on the case, said Benjamin 
Schwab had not been cooperative 
in supplying investigators with 
information about the fire. 

Benjamin Schwab’s story 
seems false, Ellis said. 

Ellis said he was waiting for 
Benjamin Schwab to be more 

cooperative with his side of the 
story before a cause of the fire was 
determined. 

As of yet, no charges have 
been made. 

The 1st Engine Company 
arrived shortly after 1 a.m. and 
found heavy smoke coming from 
the first floor bathroom, laundry 
room and garage. 

Ellis said the damage estimate 
was $50,000 to the structure and 
$25,000 to its contents. 

Although the first floor areas 
of the home were damaged, 75 
percent of the home was 

unharmed, Edwards said. 
Edwards said Benjamin 

Schwab was now under his par- 
ents’ care, after being transported 
to St. Elizabeth Regional Medical 
Center. 
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Bill to redefine smoking areas 

LB423, introduced by Sen. 
Nancy Thompson of Papillion, 
would extend non-smoking des- 
ignations established in the 
Nebraska Indoor Clean Air Act to 
include grocery stores, conven- 

ience stores and assisted-living 
facilities. 

The bill would also force 
smokers to extinguish their ciga- 
rettes in enclosed areas of public 
access, such as hallways, stair- 
wells, rest rooms, lobbies and 
waiting areas. 

Legislature to gettough on 
habitual sexual offenders 

Sen. Deborah Suttle of Omaha 
introduced LB434 to help protect 
Nebraskans from habitual sexual 
offenders. 

The bill, also known as the 
Habitual Sexual Offender Act, 
establishes a point system for var- 
ious sexual crimes based on the 
nature of the offense. It outlines 
minimum and maximum prison 
sentences for offenders based on 
the point totals. 

For example, first degree sexu- 
al assault is assigned 3 points and 
incest is assigned 2. The more 

points an offender racks up, the 
longer his prison sentence will be. 

LB434 also orders the state 

Parole Board to consider whether 
or not a sexual offender has com- 

pleted a rehabilitation program 
when reviewing the inmate’s peti- 
tion for parole. 

Bill to speed absentee voting 
If the Legislature passes LB410, 
introduced by Sen. Richard 
McDonald of Rockville, absentee 
voters will have to get their ballots 
in the hands of the election com- 
missioner before the close of 
Election Day. 

Under the old standards, vot- 

ers needed to mail their ballots 
with enough time for the ballots to 
reach the election commissioner 
by 10 a.m. two days after the elec- 
tion. 

Controlled substances provi- 
sion changed 

Under the old code, it was ille- 
gal to "induce or entice” any per- 
son to drink, breathe or ingest 
chemicals with the intent to get 
high. 

LB413, introduced by Jennie 
Robak of Columbus, would also 
make it unlawful for people to 
take the substances themselves, 
even if they weren’t enticing oth- 
ers to join in the fun. 
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World-Herald series 
critical, overall fair 
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off here,” he said. “I think they’re 
talking about things that need to 
be talked about.” 

Bryant said he hoped 
Nebraskans would still focus on 
the positive aspects of the uni- 
versity. 

“The story is as Perlman said 
people are starting to pull 

together; and it really is a great 
institution.” 

Most senate members 
agreed with Perlman that the 
major concern with the series is 
the affect it will have-on-student 
recruitment, an issue addressed 
in the articles. 

I think the casual reader 
will come away with a much 
more negative (attitude than 
those who read the articles care- 

fully) ,” Perlman said. * 

Bryant said he didn’t see 
future recruitment being affect- 
ed, though. Though the univer- 
sity is in the public eye now, 

questions of mediocrity will 
fade, he said. 

“I think generally people’s 
attention spans are pretty 
short,” he said. “One day it’s 
there and the next day it’s gone.” 

Perlman did have a quibble 
with the list of UNL’s “High- 
Quality Programs" in Tuesday’s 

‘The story is as 

Perlman said people 
are starting to pull 
together; and it really 
is a great institution 

» 

Miles Bryant 
senate president-elect 

World-Herald. 
“That list was not created 

after elaborate thought,” 
Perlman said. He said it has no 
connection with the upcoming 
prioritized list of university pro- 
grams. 

The prioritized list will not 
outline the university’s best pro- 
grams, Perlman said, but those 
in which the university intends 
to invest more resources. 

Because of responding to 
The World-Herald series, 
Perlman said he was delayed in 
completing an introduction to 
the prioritization list, which he 
was scheduled to present 
Tuesday. The introduction 
would outline to the campus 
community and the public the 
purpose of the prioritization. 

“We hope to get that out 
pretty quickly,” he said. >• 

Suicides 
leave 
questions 
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darn ambivalent about life and 
death,” Cather -Pound- 
Neihardt Assistant Director of 
Residence Life Glenn Gray said. 
“They want to die, but at the 
same time want to be rescued.” 

Portnoy said the best way to 

help a potentially suicided per- 
son was to communicate. 

“Sit and listen,” he said. “TVy 
and understand and try to sup- 
port them. Directly asking 
about suicide doesn’t pose any 
danger.” 

He emphasized the impor- 
tance of helping a troubled per- 
son seek professional mental 
health assistance. 

“We don’t expect people out 
in the university community to 
be the therapy,” Portnoy said. 
“It’s important not to take full 
responsibility (for someone) by 
being the sole counselor. It’s 
absolutely critical that you get 
the person the help that they 
need.” 

Both Portnoy and Gray 
encouraged students to contact 
the University Health Center at 
472-7450 to find help. 

“Even if it means breaking a 

confidence,” Portnoy said, stu- 
dents should get help. 

Nancy Ponec echoed that 
sentiment. 

“Don’t ever feel like you’re 
betraying friends by calling par- 
ents,” she said. 

For students having difficul- 
ty dealing with the deaths, a 

meeting is scheduled in the 
Cather-Pound-Neihardt north 
dining room tonight at 8. 

At the meeting, students can 
talk about feelings, ask ques- 
tions and contact campus and 
larger community resources for 
further help. 

Residents on the sixth floor 
of Pound Hall had a meeting 
Monday to talk about the death. 
Abel Hall held meetings in 
December after Ponec's death. 

Sophomore civil engineer- 
ing major and Abel 11 resident 
Justin Petersen said the meet- 

ings were beneficial to the resi- 
dence hall, and the mood has 
improved. 

“We’ve recovered quite a 

bit,” he said. 
Portnoy, from the Health 

Center, said when faced with 
the unexpected death of a loved 
one, the best way to cope is with 
“time, talk and tears.” 

Though Renard’s family 
could not be reached for com- 

ment, Nancy Ponec said the 
grieving process for her son had 
just begun for her family. 

“We’re doing OK,” she said. 
“We’ll make it through.” 
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A COLLEGE CAREER 
"WITH JIMMY JOW5 LEARN MV 
BUSINESS AND OWN YOUR OWN STORE. 
WORK 1 YEAR PART-TIME AND PROVE 
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WORLDS GREATEST GOURMET 

WHY SO YUMMY? 
*AU MY SOUPMET SANDWICHES 
ARE MADE ON FRESH BAKED BREAD 
MADE RIGHT HERE WHERE YOU CAN 
SEE IT THE LEANEST, HIGHEST 
QUALITY MEATS AVAILABLE ARE 
USED THE GARDEN FRESH VEGGIES 
ARE BROUGHT IN AND SLICED EACH 
AND EVERY MORNING WE USE 
HELLMANNfS MAYONNAISE AND 
PURE OLIVE OIL I GUARANTEE THE 
BEST!" 

/'WS'Nla 
SIX GOURMET SUBS 
ALL MY GOURMET SUBS ARE A FULL 8 
INCHES OF HOME-BAKED BREAD, FRESH 
VE6SIES AND THE BEST MEATS d CHEESES 
WE CAN BUY! 

THE PEPE SMOKED VIRGINIA HAM 
#1. AND PROVOLONE CHEESE GARNISHED 

WITH LETTUCE, TOMATO, AND MAYOi 
(AWE SOME!) 

#2- BIG JOHN MEDIUM RARE SHAVED 
ROAST BEEF, TOPPED WITH YUMMY 
MAYO. LETTUCE, AND TOMATO. 

SORRY CHARLIE CALIFORNIA baby 
TUNA MIXED WITH CELERY, ONIONS, 
AND OUR GOURMET SAUCE THEN TOPPED 
WITH ALFALFA SPROUTS. LETTUCE. AND 
TOMATO. 

*4. TURKEY TOM fresh baked turkey 
BREAST, TOPPED WITH LETTUCE 
TOMATO. ALFALFA SPROUTS AND MAYO, 

*6. VITO ORIGINAL ITALIAN 
SUeWTTH SENOA SALAAM. PROVOLONE 
CHEESE, CAPTCOLA, ONION. LETTUCE. 
TOMATOES & A REAL GOURMET ITALIAN 
VINAIGRETTE. 

#(a VEGETARIAN SEVERAL LAYERS 
OF PROVOLONE CHEESE SEPARATED BY 
AVOCADO, SPROUTS. LETTUCE. TOMATO. 
AND MAYO. (TRULY A GOURMET SUB NOT 
FOR VEGETARIANS ONLY) M = 

SANDWICH SHOPS 

PLAIN SUM JIMS 
SAME BREAD. AAEATS. AND 
CHEESE AS OUR GOURMET SUBS 
BUT NOVEGGIESmSAUCE 
SLIM 1 HAM A CHEESE 
SUM 2 RARE ROAST 8EEF 
SUM 3 CALIFORNIA TUNA 
SUM 4 SLICED TURKEY 
SUM 5 SALAMI A CAPICOLA 
SUM 6 DOUBLE PROVOLONE 

SODA POP- COKE. DIET COKE. -11* 
SPRITE LEMONADE, KcDTEA $I.H 
LAYS POTATO CHIPS OR A 
JUMBO KOSHER DEI. VU 
DOUBLE O-EESF 

EXTRA LOAD OF MEAT i|M 
OR EXTRA VEGGIES OR SAUCE 

GIANT GOURMET COOKEFS 
CHOCOLATE CHIP or $t.50 
OATMEAL RAISIN 

PER SANDWICH DELIVERY .45* 

cawSUnttImn 
HUCC-6MNT -MONSTROUS 

UMKLieVAUfl 
HIS SAttWICh *4$ IXKfNTft 11 LI«»IC-iVS 
MOTH;? HJfV. ITS mi tWUSV TO FEED THE 
H-JMlIt jT Of 411HUB4KSI TONS Of StWA 5ALA»i 
SllCFfc S*0tcD -4* C4PIC0U »045T*E? IStfTi 
WOWc JKW. itm WTO OK; Of 3LI ttO!c«C; 
rena m sicihess rs »i»s i»*c 
TOMATO i OUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN HfSSIVs 

NINE RANT CLUBS 
<XH OJJ8 sandwiches have twicf tve meat of TVt soubmet 
SUSS AND ABE STACKED 9ETWEEN TWO THICK SLICES OF MY 
HOMEMADE 7-6RAIN HONEVWHEAT 8READ Vr YOU WOULD FBffB* 
XT ON CUS FAMOUS FRENCH 9BEAD. JU5TASB 

.1 60URMET SMOKED HAM OUB 
* 

A FULL 1/4 POUND OF SMOKED VIRGINIA 
HAM WITH PROVOLONE CHEESE AND 
TONS OF LETTUCE, TOMATO AND MAYO. 
(AKEaisTAO0 

*& BELY CLUB SLICED ROAST 8EEF. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE 4 GREY POUPON 
MUSTARD. TOPPED WITH SHAVED HAM, 
TOMATO, LETTUCE AND MAYO frcsesTOMv 
(XL PM. 8IU V 8UQN5 WHO INVENTED TVC5 GREAT COMBO.) 

#1 ITALIAN NttHTOUB bealonoa 
SALAAAI. ITALIAN CAPICOLA. SMOKED 
HAM AND PROVOLONE CHEESE AU. 
TOPPED WITH LETTUCE, TOMATO, 
ONIONS. MAYO AND OUR HOMEMADE 
ITALIAN VINAIGRETTE. 

*10. HUNTER'S CLUB a full 1/4 pound of 
FRESH SLICED MEDIUM RARE ROAST 
BEEF, PROVOLONE CHEESE, LETTUCE, 
TOMATO A REAL ECLLMANNS AAAYOi 

*H. COUNTRYCU® FRESHSUCEDTURKEY 
BREAST, SMOKED HAM. PROVOLONE 
CHEESE. AND TONS OF LETTUCE, 
TOMATO, AND MAYO five very traditional. 

*«A THcdcACHCLUd SUCED TURKEY 
BREAST. AVOCADO. AND CHEESE ON THE 
BOTTOM. ALFALFA SPROUTS, LETTUCE 
TOMATO AND REAL NEUMANNS MAYO 
04 TOP. trr DoesNTsrr am. eeriBS! ® 

#13, GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB 
MV GREAT 7-GRAIN HONEY WHEAT 
BREAD LOADED WITH TONS OF CHEESE, 
ALFALFA SPROUTS, AVOCADO, LETTUCE, 
TOMATO A MAYOtl THIS VEGGIE 
SANDWICH IS WORLD CLASS! ® 
&&&%ugs&srT'am ~fAT T0 

#14.THE BOOTLE66ER CLUB 
MEDIUM RARE ROAST BEEF AND FRESH 
SLICED TURKEY LOADED WITH LOTS OF 
LETTUCE. TOMATO A REAL HELLMANNS 
MAYO. A CLASSIC, CERTAINLY NOT 
INVENTED BY J.J. BUT DEFINITELY 
TWEAKED AND FINE-TUNED TO PERFECTION? 

#15. CLUB TUNA 
TVE SAME AS OUR #3 SCRS& OMfiOE EXC&T 
THIS ONE HAS A LOT MCRE. A SCOCP OF OUl 
HOMEMADE TUNA TOPPED WITH SLICED 
PftCMOOsE 06ESE, LETTUCE TOIMTO/N> 
MJFMJFA SPROUTS (T»y 2T ON OV* HOMEMADE 7-MULIH 

wngAr a wunmnfM mw1!! r > vmfluu 


