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Nebraska natives return to face NU

BY JOSHUA CAMENZIND

Fans attending this week-
end’s Husker Team Classic may
have a hard time figuring out
which exactly is the home team
at the Bob Devaney Sports
Center.

The confusion may stem
from one of the tournament’s
participants, Pacific, sporting
four native Nebraskans on its
roster — two of which hail from
Lincoln.

Juniors Mike Hahn, Mike
Preston and Dan Masters all
made the trip to Stockton, Calif.,
three years ago from the
Cornhusker State and sopho-
more Tom Cockle followed one
year later.

Masters, from Plattsmouth,
said this weekend's tournament
will be bittersweet.

“It’s hard to describe,” he
said. “It will be my last opportu-
nity to play in front of everybody
back home.”

Masters said he expects any-
where from 30 to 40 family and
friends to attend Pacific’s games,
while Cockle, a Lincoln Christian

graduate, said he expects 75 to
100.

Hahn, from Lincoln
Northeast, and Preston, from
Omaha Westside, said they
expect a crowd of about 20
apiece.

Pacific Coach BobThomason
said he feels it is important to
give his players an opportunity
to come home and play - an
opportunity that was sealed
when ex-NU Coach Danny Nee
ran into the three juniors when
they were flying out to school.

As part of the deal that was
struck, Pacific will play host to
Nebraska next season in
California on Jan. 2 in the final
game of the three-year contract.

“I'havealot of respect for him
to do that,” Thomason said.
“That was a class act.”

If the Nebraska pipeline
comes through again for
Thomason, one might expect
another deal to be signed.

“One of my assistants is out
looking again tonight,”
Thomason said. “There are play-
ers out here that fit in well with
our school.”

That fit is what drew Preston
out west.

“Everyone really cares,” said
Preston, who had a team-high 17
points against NU last season. “1
like the smaller school atmos-
phere and all of the coaches. It
has been the best fit.”

The whole situation seems
strange to Hahn, who played on
the Godfather’s AAU team with
Preston and Masters.

“It’s really crazy,” he said.
“But it has worked out real good,
and I hope that they keep recruit-
ing Nebraska. We have great
players here.”

The Huskers defeated the
Tigers 92-68 last year in Lincoln,
but if Pacific is looking for
revenge, it must first beat Alaska-
Fairbanks at 8:30 on Friday night.

“We are not looking straight
to Nebraska, but we would like to
hopefully play Nebraska in the
second round,” Cockle said.

Hahn, Preston and Cockle
have all started four games
apiece for the 3-2 Tigers, while
Masters has been slowed by an
injury so far this season.

NU looking
for trophy

CLASSIC from page 12

“The University of Nebraska
at Stockton is what they’re mov-
ing towards with all those
Nebraska kids,” Collier said.
“But one of the dangers is look-
ing ahead to a Saturday night
matchup. Anyone can get into
trouble on the first night.”

With Nebraska's focus
squarely on getting back into
the win column after a 52-51
loss at Plttsbu.rgh little notice
has been given to the fact that
Collier also can rack up his 200th
career coaching victory with a
tournament championship.

“To be honest I didn't even
know about it, but we expect
him to get it,” Cochran said. “I
just know he has two here, and
hopefully he gets alot more, and
I am confident he will.”

Meendering sits while Huskers soar
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action. (A national champi-
onship) isa huieaccomplish-
ment, but it will be really hard to
not participate in it.

“There's comea point in every
match this year where I've
thought, ‘Ah, I just want to play.' I
want to come out of the redshirt.
I'd give anything for it.”

Of course, this was all by
choice.

The senior, with the recom-
mendation of Cook and former
Coach Terry Pettit, decided this
summer to redshirt the season.
She is not injured, and she’s not

ineligible. :

Meendering is not playing

her senior season in 2000 for sev-
eral reasons: To prevent burnout.
To prevent breaking up the team’s
chemistry that had formed with-
out her over the spring, as she
tried out for the 2000 Olympic
m .
To reload for 2001, when the
“Fab Four” sophomores Big 12
player of the year Greichaly
Cepero, Amber ist, Laura
Pilakowski and Lindsey
Wischmeier will be a year older
and a year stronger, and the team
will be even deadlier.

Whatever the reasons, she'sa
bystander. Sure, she plays and
simulates the Huskers’ opposi-
tion in practice and gives the
young whippersnappers serious
real-life competition.

But she’s on the bench, or at
home, in real matches. How she
got there is an odd and most

tale — almost as odd
and compelling as how well the
team has performed without her.

“Coach Cook made us com-
mit from day one of spring ball
that we were going to be a nation-
al-championship team with or
without Nancy,” senior outside
hitter Kim Behrends said.

took the sp
semester, and therefore NU's

_spring volleyball season, off to

work out at the Olympic Training
Center in Colorado Springs,

Colo., and try out for the 2000
Olympic team.

It was the opportunity of a
lifetime, and Meendering
emerged as a top candidate to

make the team. Shortly before
the last cut was to be made in
May, the Huskers were to take off
for a three-week trip to China-a
trip the team describes as a major
factor in the continuity that
makes it so successful.

Meendering badly wanted to join
them.

She asked the U.S. coaches if
the trip would affect her chances
of making the Olympics. They
said no. Destined to be a shoe-in,

When she arrived back in the
states, the U.S. team’s decision
had been made, and it wasn't the
one she expected. She had been
cut, and she was give little, if any,
reason. Her dream, all of a sud-
den, was shattered.

“It really shocked me,”

Meendering said. “It definitely -

hurt for me personally. It was so
strange the way it came about.
But what could I do? I quickly
enrolled in summer school and
joined the team when it started
summer workouts.

“When something you had
planned six months forall of a
sudden cracks up, all you can do
is pick up the pieces and go on.”

During those months, the
Huskers trained as usual. Cook
sent Meendering e-mail telling
her how quickly they were devel-
oping, so she expected a finely
tuned crew to work with whenev-
er she would return.

What she found when she
arrived just after her Olympic
surprise was a team that was
doing just fine without the 1999

Big 12 player of the year.
So fine that Cook convinced

her it was best to be left that way.
It was a hard pill for Meendering
to swallow, but after seeing NU go
30-0, she'’s convinced it was the
right move.

“In hindsight, that would've
been kind of crazy to try and tear
that apart,” Meendering said. “I
think it would’ve been different
because when you play with
somebody long enough, you
understand how they play.
Everybody had assumed their
role.

“To come back into that, to
get a starting position, someone
would have to lose one, and that

“There’s come a point in every match this year
where I've thought, ‘Ah, I just want to play.’ |
want to come out of the redshirt. I'd give

anything for it.”
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Notre Dame’s tournament, the
capper being a five-set victory
over then-No. 3 UCLA.

“That's when we realized this
team could be something really
special,” senior and
Meendering’s good friend Jill
McWilliams said.

Few teams throughout the
year challenged NU, and those
that did couldn’t beef up in
crunch time. Even when South
Carolina came three points away
from ending the season in last
week’s second-round NCAA
match, the Huskers survived.

Which makes people wonder,
would NU be as good, and would
so many players like the super
sophomores have emerged with
Meendering in the lineup? Would
her presence have actually hurt
them?

“That's awfully tough to pre-
dict,” Meendering said.

Said Behrends: “Other people
knew they had to step up, and
they did. We have a lot of good
players, not just one. I think the
other players would have
emerged anyway.”

And, Meendering said, play-
ing would have harmed her, too.
She had taken 42 swings per
match in '99, and the competitive
atmosphere in Colorado Springs
had exhausted her.

That, and she’s had no pres-
sure from coaches, no pressure

Ex-coach Nee is genuine, despicable
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erupts. The ensuing tirade is
hewasn't a big fan.

It isn’t the antiseptic, distant
sort of response that has come to
be expected from major college
coaches ﬂen dealing with
reporters, uneasy coexistence
based on dual mistrust that results
in a web of clichés.

It is childish. It is profane. It is
... honest.

Don't get the interview with
Nee. He, apparently, doesn't talk to
reporters by cocksuck-
er newspapers, at least not today.

Dec.9,1999
First half against Creighton

Rewind a month. It is already
clear that the Huskers are very,
very bad.

But Cookie Belcher,
Nebraska's best player even with
the use of one wrist, is suiting up
tonight against in-state rival

There’s reason for hope. NU
plays like it. Nee coaches like it.
The Civic Auditorium is rocking;
the two teams are battling it outin
a well played half. Although
unable to shoot because of his
injured right wrist, Belcher is all
over the place.

Nee is electric, too. The jacket
is off, the tie is loosened. He
scowls, cajoles, pleads, spews
forth venom at officials. And on
this night, for one half, Nee coach-
es brilliantly, fooling the Bluejays
with a variety of full-court presses,
zones and zone traps. He gets his
rag-tag bunch of players function-
ing as a single unit. For 20 min-
utes, he is truly masterful.

In the second half Nee's team
falls apart. Creighton coasts to a
double-digit win. The coach, and
his players, deflate. Just another
lopsided road loss in a season full
of them, albeit with a little taste of
what used to be.

Feb. 26, 2000
Nee'slast stand

The final weeks of the Nee era
are disgusting,

Nee is all-around surly,
depressed. Like his team, he’s
given up on the season. He coach-
es like a man condemned to be
fired, which he is.

Then, on Senior Day, in front
of several thousand half-interest-
ed spectators, Nebraska finally
WIIS.

Florence plays well in his last
home game. At long last, Nee
breaks NU's all-time wins record.

The embattled coach enters
the press room, looking happier
than he has in a while, but defi-
nitely not overjoyed. He, after all,
is still condemned.

Then, the camera lights turn
on. Nee straightens up, and out of
the muck, musters what will be
the final Danny memory for those
who love to hate him, and hate to
love him.

He stares straight into the
camera. Smiles like an alligator.

“I pity the next son-of-a-bitch
in here,” he says.

Exactly.

So, her dream of being an
Olympian fell through. So, she
now knows Nebraska can win a
national title without her playing
asingle second.

But Meendering seems
peaceful, and as Behrends said,
has not changed her unselfish
attitude one bit.

“She’s just always smiling,
happy Nancy, helping wherever
she can and encouraging us on
the bench,” Behrends said.

Next year, Meendering will be
in her rightful spot —on the court,
with a year’s worth of power bot-
tled up in that left arm.

And rustiness, she said, will
be the least of her problems.

“The overload of adrenaline
when I get back on the floor will
be my biggest problem,” she said.
“I honestly think that by the time
I get on the floor, the people on
the top row of the bleachers bet-
ter look out because I might miss
acouple.”

Few will expect her to miss
much. And when the time comes,
she'll be charging out of the lock-
er room in her uniform and with
her teammates.

In fact, she’ll probably be the
one leading the charge this time.
That might just excite her the
most.

“Yeah, I'll be ready”
Meendering said. “It’ll be excit-
ulg.”

MASS

Women attempt to
end three-game skid

BY LINCOLN ARNEAL

It hasn't reached the point of
becoming an emergency yet,
but the NU women’s basketball
team best change its losing
ways.

Nebraska has lost its last
three games, which were all on
the road. Luckily for NU, it faces
St. Peter’s (N.].) next in the Bob
Devaney Sports Center, where
the Huskers are 4-0.

It has been rough going for
NU. The Huskers have looked
great at times, as in their 69-61
defeat of then-ranked
University of California-Santa
Barbara, but at others, such as
Wednesday’s 12-point loss to
Washington, things haven't
been so pretty.

Youth and poor shooting has
hurt NU'’s offense recently. The
Huskers have been in all three of
their losses late in the game and
had chances to win, but not

being able to score doomed
them.

NU has averaged just 59
points in the three losses com-
pared with 77 points in their
four wins.

Finding the right combma-
tion hasn't been easy for Coach
Paul Sanderford. Nine different
players have started for NU this
year in seven games. Only sen-
iors Casey Leonhardt and
Monique Whitfield have started
all seven

St. Peter’s will be another
challenge for NU. The Peahens
were 3-1 going into Thursday’s
late game against Rider. St.
Peter’s finished last year with a
23-8 record and qualified for the
NCAA Tournament.

The Peahens are led by sen-
ior Courtney Wicks, who is aver-
aging 15 points per game.

The 2:05 game on Sunday
will be broadcast on NETV,
Channel 12.

Vering faces tough match

BY DAVID DIEHL

Defending National
Champion Brad Vering has an
opportunity to avenge what
could have been a dead end on
his road to last year’s national
title.

When the seventh-ranked
Cornhuskers battle Ohio State
and Oregon State tomorrow,
Vering will square off across
from Nick Preston, the nation’s
No. 3 197-pounder, who nearly
upset Vering in last year’s NCAA
quarterfinals.

Preston took a4-3lead on a
takedown in the match’s closing
seconds and seemed to have
pulled off the upset. But Vering
whipped Preston onto his back
for a two-point reversal and the
lead with just two seconds left in
the match.

Vering said the close call has
provided him with motivation
to work harder in the wrestling
room to avoid possible upsets
on his journey to a second
national title.

But Vering said the rematch
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with Preston on Saturday will
still be a dogfight.

“It's a new year,” Vering said.
“He’s gotten a lot better over the
summer. I've gotten a lot better.
We're raising the level of compe-
tition at that weight class, and
we'll just see what happens.”

The rematch highlights
Nebraska’s dual against the No.
15 Buckeyes, slated to begin at 1
p.m. at Lincoln Northeast High
School. At 7 p.m., the
Cornhuskers will take on 14th-
ranked Oregon State. Both
matches have been moved to
Northeast's gym because of
scheduling conflicts.

Nebraska Coach Mark
Manning said the doubleheader
should prepare his wrestlers for
tournaments, such as the
NCAAs, where wrestlers will be
on the mat two or three times a
day.

The drain is mental, as well
as physical, Manning said.

“It’s just you out there,” he
said. “There’s not five other guys
or 10 other guys out there. It's
your deal.”
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