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Despite few good moments,'Duets'falls flat

BY SAMUEL MCKEWON

“Duets” is a contrived and messy little movie,
but it's my kind of contrived and messy little movie.
It takes place in a series of rented cars and poorly lit
hotel rooms, the Weather Channel still on the TV
from the night before. One character, a business
lackey who has racked 800,000 frequent flyer miles,
encounters his nightmare when he realizes he's ata
meeting in the wrong city. This, in some strange

way, is a dream of mine.

The movie is also about karaoke, in the sense
that instead of characters, say, hitting a deer on the
road, they stop at a seedy bar and belt out Otis

Yy of 4 stars

Redding. There are six main characters in “Duets,”

five get their own song. Gwyneth Paltrow, whose
father, Bruce, directs the film, gets two, and Huey
Lewis, Mr. News himself, gets three.

I suppose one could consider the songs, which
happen along the road trip, and the big karaoke
championships (that inexplicably are held in
Omaha for the movie) the highlights.

Outside Gwyneth’s rendition of “Bette Davis
Eyes,” a weaker yet surprisingly sexy way of redo-
ing the tune, the karaoke is a distraction. The three
stones that intertwine through the music aren’t

well done, either, but in strange ways,

“Duets” is appealing.

Paltrow the actress heads that list with her odd
portrayal of a ditzy Vegas girl who, at a funeral for
her mother, discovers her lost father (Lewis), a
karaoke hustler who bets the best singer in the
. tune house he can out sing them, then does.

This girl, a groupie who we gather has no sex
with the big stars (after “Almost Famous,” I doubt
this, seriously) is such a miserably written role it's
hard to imagine Paltrow could do anything with it.

She does.

Other solid character actors litter the scene. In
the fed-up businessman (Paul
Giamatti) hooks up with a ex-con (Andre

a separate sto:

Braugher) in the business-
man’s stolen car. Giamatti
plays a variation of Steve
Martin’s compilation of
disheveled-and-disillusioned
white collar guy he made a
career out of after “The Jerk.”
Braugher, recently voted
the best the television cop in
an online poll for his former
role on “Homicide,” plays the
even straighter man of sorts, who's seen enough

pain to know that the businessman’s rebellion

store.

needs to be stopped, right before it needs to be
redeemed after a fatal accident in a convenience

The third story plays out like that piece of
dessert you didn’t really need, as a cab'driver (Scott
Speedman) drives a karaoke pro (Maria Bello) to
California, stopping in Omaha along the way.

Bello plays the sharp, wounded girl well, but
her scenes feel unneeded.

“Duets” had a lot of production problems (the

film shot two years) and Bruce Paltrow battled dis-
tributors over the film's final cut. Maybe this is why
the movie feels undone at its conclusion, why the

(ourtesy photo
Huey Lewis and Gwyneth Paltrow play a father-daughter tandem in the movie “Duets.”
The movie was directed by Paltrow’s father, Bruce,

surprise ending, to Lynyrd Skynyrd’s “Freebird,”
blows in like a stiff wind from left field.

Singular moments, like Giamatti'’s continual
disgruntlement with his inability to actually cash
in his frequent flyer miles (the offers are always
expiring by one day) and Gwyneth’s doe-eyed
karaoke dance, work their charms.

And I liked Lewis’ performance, a nice riff on
the sort of jaded lounge lizard that answers each of
his daughter’s questions with as little energy and

depth as possible.

It adds up to very little, but the good parts in
“Duets” are worth watching a less-than-great
whole; that is, if rental cars, hotel rooms and

Gwyneth Paltrow are your thing.

Producer transforms
Madonna’s ‘Music’

MADONNA from page 8

wide audience.

remorse for di

ment at his di

ed with the album is to make it marketable to a world-

Madonna has become less useful in her record-
ings since her dip into the techno-dance-pop genre.

The lyrics throughout the album, theon]yaspect
of the music which can truly be attributed to
Madonna herself, are uninteresting, uninspired
disposable to the point where the listener can feel no

and
the vocals.

Yet the album is worthy of the top spot on the
Billboard Charts where it debuted. Mirwais knows
art of intricate techno compositions, enriching the
fabric of his electromic art with subtle additions of
synth, drums, vocoder and ambient sounds.

In “Impressive Instant,” Mirwais pays special
attention to the vocal line, drastically bending it,
sometimes to the point of breaking, to make it do
what he wishes. An almost overuse of digital delays
and pitch shifts makes Madonna just another instru-

the

His manipulations on “Don’t Tell Me” at first make

the listener uncomfortably agitated. He cuts up a
once-flowing acoustic guitar riff to make it sound like

in the spaces.

an imperfection on the disc until the drum track fills

This uneasy feeling is replaced by a strange cama-
raderje with the song in
formed with the song after the listener knows that the
choppiness is deliberate and that the anxiety should
be expected. This connection is a rare experience to
have with a song and makes “Music” an important
album to listen to and appreciate.

'Ihmg,h"l\rhmc hasMadonna'snameand faceall
over it, the music comes straight from the mind of
Mirwais, a name worth remembering.

Look forward to hearing more from this talented
musician when his solo album hits American shores
in January, finally putting his name where it should
be: on the cover.
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HP 8670 Computer. Intel Pl 600mhz, 128mb

Mmﬂ) DVD, CD-AW, 56k modem, NIC,

4023270114,

warranty.

|BM, Dell, Compaq, Toshiba Laptops. Prices
from $205. pﬁ-nny Warranty visit
‘www.usedlaptops.com.

computers at $175 and
m-u-"c'ﬂ Mike at 477 ?Tor

.‘-Mal ‘m*

ame -:addr phone and

$5.25/15 words

$3.50/15 words (students)
$0.15 each additional word
$0.75 billing charge
$0.75/line headline

Deadline: 4 p.m. weekday prior

BARTENDERS MAKE $100-$250 PER NIGHT!
NO EXPER'IENCE NEEDEDI CALL NOwl

m System
s channel/4 track mixer, wwa;lng’cnm
m 540-2316. '

Scooters, camoflauge, airsoft jeans
much more. 3241 South 13th. 420-515
to $75

Work from home, $25 an hour
an hour full-time. 1-888-570- 4848 rich-
esbaginhere.

One Blue

&nn Stlr;o Byéuml Sony glu:ver %ml’l
erwin ers, Ful
player. Huge | Vm pea i

cail 310-0878. .

270 Ticket Exchange
will Eaupm 6 tickets 1o lowa State. Call

290 \
91 Honda Civic DX 2 door hatch

m‘a&ywhgﬂm1

Vehicles For Sal

m.
K$3

.ZCE—‘L

1987 BMW 325 P/W. P/L. New tires. Kenwood
Stereo. SBL kers. Good Condition. Must
sell. $3900 SDM

1982 Ford Rannger XLT, Ext Cab,

Power Steer-
, Air Conditioni AwFM Flwin e th

300 Adoption

young, happily married couple with muuh
gin want to share their love, |
and zest for life with a n;:mnwlosﬂe
calflegal expenses ase
and Tom at 888-81

310 Automotive
1987 Missan SmIra station wagon tu sale.
5 speed,

!10!( 12&1 436-7284.

For Sale: 1994 Mazda Protege DLX. Excelient
condition, A/C, PS, cassette, 4 dr., $3,450.
483-4887.

350 Health and Fitness

Need 31 people who seriously want to lose

:prortunl% Fimuble
Natural Herbal

Safa eﬂective and aﬂ'or}abla Ploasa visit
tnrlhtl awlllbll.

weight. Great business
hours. Call (402)730-3745

365 Legal Services

Other criminal matters, call Sanford Pollack,
476-T474.

S
And all other criminai and civil matters, call
Franklin E. Miner, 423-4417.

Automobile Accidents

and DWI
Call Jeffery F. Dean at 435-2424. 24 hour line.

370 Misc. Services

New at m Snow Board d-np- Burton, mml
boards, boo and accessories from

this great onrnpln Iso at 720 Snow Board
shop: Northways, Never Summer, and Drake.
Selected items marked down plus package
deals on boards, boots, and bindings. 720
Snow Board Shop has a complete for tun-

mﬂmmﬂdﬁ&l} bodlhor

1985 Ford Probe. B leather, sunroel piw,
P, afc, cd, Sspd. $8500 , 464-3474,

SELL

FOR
1887 Honda Civic HX. 67000 miles. $9000 obo.
Sell your CAR or TRUCK with pictures FREE on
the internet at www.ezcarlocator.com.

c¥clo Works
Don't put ynur ike awn{ok.lst yet. The expert
mechanic staff tune up or upgrade

bicycle M‘lh the mmaml greatest part.
Eouperl repairs on all makes and models with

quick turn- amundﬂme Close to campus, 27th

insurance needs: auto, home, heaith,
life and business, call Jim Wallace at American
Family Insurance, 1340 L St., Lincoin, NE 68508
or call 402-474-5077.

Need Affordable Health

Insurance?
Call 24 hours. 477-8383.

NEED PAPERS TYPED?
Reasonable rates.

Rush jobs extra. 464-3013.

378 Pregnancy
Free
Pregnancy Test

Birthright is i E
call for appomtrnant or more information,
483 2509 Check out our website

400: Nousing ’

400 Roommates

2 roommates needed for either 2 bedroom
aparrrnmtorzb.dmornhmAaomeloulo
East Campus. F. 325-6808.

Christian guy needs clean, N/S roommate be-
tween now and December. Roommate is getting

Female nonsmoker to share 3BR apartment,
$175/month+ 1/3 utilities. Call 476-1158 or
472-6364.

M/F roommate needed to share 3 bedroom
agaﬂmanL Near East Campus. Call Scott,

M/F roommate needed, nonsmoker,to share 3
bedroom house. S24-Clphaa1fs utilities. Close to
city campus. Call 477-7183.

Responsible roommate needed to share 3 bed-
%mﬁmﬂm.mpluHSMMQ?G-Oﬁam

zloornmatg wnrged ASAP for NICE 2-year oid
uplex.. Own bedroom/bathroom,
sz&+ 1/3 electricity, h %c(oger

/cable, 1/3 deposit.
paid. 742-5158.

430 Houses For Rent

3 bedroom, 2 baths, washier/dryer, AC, ing.
Close to UNL. Available November 1. 738
Street. $750/month. 730-7368.

219 North 30th. 2 bedrooms +2. Garage Apgl
mesggrizo smoking or pets. $700/month.  Call

$650. 1427 North 24th. 3 bedroom. Wash-
er/dryer, dishwasher, no pets. 580-1121.

1830 L. 4 bedroom, 2 bath. Lease $850/month.
Call 730-5565 or 489-7000.

4700 South St. Immaculate 2/3 IIe<:II'|'.\1'.'arnai|'et‘;afarn1
ences, no pets. 4334&5,

Fowbedmomﬂwmdmm Central air. Wash-

arfdr!ar incl . Lawn mowed. $850

Classifieds

440 Duplexes For Rent

$780. 1135 North 32nd, 4 bedroom, 2 bath.
Pictures at www.geocities.com/webwinters.

580-1121

uxe 4 Bedroom/2 Bath
270 N 37th. Near new. Between Campuses.
Low Utilities. Washer and drier included. No
Pets. Available January 1. $885. 474-5327,

D Xes
NEW! 3439 A, 3 room, 2 bath, IWD. GJ’A,
D/W, DBL Garage. Call HIP at (402)465-8911

Large, 3 bedroom near east campus, 1405
Idyiwild. New paint, carpet, re-finished oak
floors, lots of storage, central air, garage,
available now. No pets. $650/mo. + utilities.
4?5~Bﬁaum7

450 Apartments For Rent

*SPAGIOUS'I BH*

horf rysr biiﬂds. ul.mdry
5385 Near campus, 2504 Vine Str;g
489-4857.

FLOFERTIES

438-09486.

4Hedrnon128nﬂ1 !tm?‘anls \{t',%v
S
$940. N/S, WPWMMJ&?O&H%
Homes 488-8222,

450 Apartments For Rent

***Close to City Cal'l'lg‘a
2 bedroom, electric-entry building 9.00 &
up. 475-7262.

One bedroom, 1120 E St., clean and nice,
utilities paid, no pets, $300. 474-5327.

1BR

\ﬁmmsmdo ml?m to both campus-
es, . 432-2288.

Two bed , firep | air, $460, 3541
Baldwin Avenue, parfect for . Available
August 16. 420-7331/310-7331.

+*Efficiency
Apartments**™*
Close to clty campus

Amhbh NOW. Cﬂl-??m

*5 Min. From Downtown*

1630 S. Folsom St., 2 Bedrooms, Balcony,
Wi

m{sﬁ Entrance, Reserved =
Ing, Great Area. $520/month. Call Today!l

Two 2-bedroom condos for rent in historic Hay-
ward Place. Within walking distance from
S g et o s

ing, 12" ceilings, 9 on aun-
dry A\rallabie now. Call 421-2316. Leave mes-

1810 H Street/Secure Blgdg
1BR/5-plex. $410 plus electricity. Incl
utilities/cable. Balcony, laundry, parking.
488-6707, 450-8805.

5043 HUN'I'INGTON

Studio ent off street parking, Rent

apartm
$325 central air conditioning. Rent $365
One badroom across the street from Wes-
leyan. E.O.H. 475-8776.

AVAILABLE NOW!
1,2 and 3 Bedrooms
402-465-8911
www.HiPrealty.com

AVAILABLE NOW!!!
1630 & 1640 North S56th Street, 2 bedrooms
$460-$475 electric only - off street parking
N/R. E.O.H. 475-8776.

« $7.50 per hour :

Must be a\raiélbic to work 16 scheduled hc;a?
week an an ngenc pager an a

g:wl caurg school diploma

MQMNEMW until filled.

Want to
Early Chl

-5750
gpl.zi‘hwea high school diploma or equivalent.

Submit com application to Cedars Youth
Services, ﬁalPN tsaigrsmmim Ljng‘oga NE
68504 or call 434- to have an l
mailed. Flmmmll m&
application. EOE/AM

TEAM UP WITH

WELLS FARGO.

individual needs.

9am -

Typing 40-50 wpm.
|
8 am - noon or 8:30 am -

required
PT Mail Clerk

basic PC skills,
Assists with pic
stated.

Opportunity on the financial frontier has never been more exciting. Especially
at Wells Fargo. We offer all kinds of ways to blaze forward in your career.
When it comes to benefit packages, Wells Fargo ranks as one of the best
companies to work for. It’s more than just great perks, it’s a company that
knows you have a life outside of work. That’s why we offer flexibility to meet

Tellers
8 am - | pm M-F and 8 am -
1 pm M-F and 8 am - 12 pm Saturdays
9 am - 6 pm T/TH 8 am-12 pm Saturdays
11 am - 3 pm M-F and 8 am - 12 noon Saturdays
Applicants must be able to work hours and days stated.

Customer Service Representatives

9 am - | pm Retail customer service. Knowledge of personal banking

policies/procedures and teiler functions. Exceptional customer service skills.

1 pm M-F Manages file system for numerous
departments. Responsible for monthly statements. Requires excellent
organizational skills and attention to details. PC experience (Word/Excel)

6 am - 10 am M-F Must be able to lift up to 60 Ibs. Must have phone skills,
ssess a valid driver’s license and good driving record.
up and delivery of mail. Must be able to wo

Call Human Resources at 434-4148 to schedule
a time to complete an application. EEOmw/f/d/v/

WELLS

FARGO

12 pm Saturdays

exact hours

MDS Pharma has exciting
mwmmnchmmm
of the top pharmaceutical mﬁ
nies in world! MDS Pharma Services
several positions available in our clinic:

Time Perform timed blood

many

draws and process samples from Study Partici-
ants. Phlebotomy experience is required.
art-time, hours, vary, weekend anlm‘ly re-

Clinical Conduct Associate-Part Time Assist
with the pw min process, han-
record raw data. Some post IJ School
education in the life sciences or envi-
ronment preferred. Hours vary, weekend
availability required.
iC Nurse-Part Time Perform events

to study p | and as
the study manager. Includes performing vital
signs CGs and blood draws, as m

Wa require a current NE and clinical ex
perience with assessment skills. Parl-tlllw
weekend

Need a few mmmwng

children off to school in the morning and

home when return? We need someone to

help in the lunch room from 10:00am to 2:30

, Mon-Fri. No needed. Help with

, clean up, dish washer,

efc. in person or call 421 for more

information. Nebraska Farm Bureau, 5225 So.
16th Street, Lincoin.

dn @'unl .edu

dailyneb.com

Hot New
Rates
$50

for your 2nd donation

$50
for your 5th donation

$50

for your 10th donation

*All donations must be
within 60 days!
Applies to New/ 6mo
lapsed donors

Must be 18-59 years of age,
provide a valid ID and
roof of local address
& Social Security number.

Fees subject to change

L]

opportuni-



